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PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 
Of the SIXTH SESSION of the 
HO US E of COMMONS, 


Fourteenth Parliament of Ereat- Britain. 1 


Appointed to be held at Mefminſſer, on Thurſday, the 25th of 
| Noavember 1779. ̃ 


Mr. SECRETARY dt WAR preſemted che following 


4 Sth .7* 15 443 Py = * . 5 4 

Account of Extraordinary. Serwices incurred and aid by the Right Honourable 
Richard Rigby, Paymaſter General of bis Majgfty's. Forces, between the 3 of 
January, 1779, aud the iff" of February, 1780, and nor provided for by Pr. 


liament, , 


„ cw «++ 44 


Dates of warrants. p n 


1779. O Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, Eſquires, in full of 
Oct. 15. a warrant for 352,051. 12s. 74d. to be by them applied and 

inveſted in the purchaſing Spaniſh and Portugal coins, for the ule and ſer- 
vice of his Majefty's forces in North America — 308, 685 17 7 
Nov. 6. To do. for do. ſervice * 42,154. 0 $ 
17. To. do. for do. ſervice — — 222,287 4 0 
Dec. 9. To do. for do. ſervice ——— — 25,000, © © 
15. Todo. for do. ſervice — — 25,000 0 © 
To. do. for do. ſervice *' 25,000 © 0 
628,027 2 0 


Mar. 3. To Sir Wm. James, Bart. Abel Smith, John Roberts, and Richard 
Atkinſon, Eſquires, for proviſions delivered into his Majeſty's flore houſes 
t Corke, for the uſe of the forces ferving in North America 41,030 18 19 
May 19. To do. for do. ſervice | — — ' 21,640 © it 
June 9. To do, for do. ſervice 40,483 1 © 
Ĩꝰ0 do. for do. ſervice — 4,612 7 0” 
N July 8. Todo, for do. ſervice — 8.7% 14% 
pt. 28. To do. for do. delivered into ſtore - houſes at Dept- _— 
ford, and elſewhere in the river Thames, for the uſe of the a 
forces ſerving in Canadlaa — — 1500 0 © 
Vor. XVII. HF x B Feb. 


: PARLIAMENTARY A. 1180 


Dates, &e. a x £o 4. d. 
T dir William James, bart. Abel Smith, William Bay nes, 


and Richard Atkinſon, Efqrs. for proviſions delivered at - 
Quebec, for the uſe of the forces ſerving in Canada 8,926 7 8 Fe 
Feb. 3. To Sir George Wombwell, Bart. John Henniker, 

and William Deraynes, upon account, for proviſions de- 1 
hvered into his Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of _ T 
the forces ſerving in North America — 4,202 7 4 M 

To do. tor do. ſervice — — 7,355 0 © 
1 To do. for do. ſervice — — 9,501 13 43 
Mar. 31. To do. for do. ſervice —— — 12,050 10 7 a 
WY — To do. For do. ſervice — — 3.840 . 
Apr. 16. To do. for do. ſervice — — 15,535 It 6 
1 28. To do. for do. ſervice — — 13,029 4 6 
= May 6. To do. for do. ſervicte — 5,981 14 6 1 
4 19. To do. for do. ſervice — 5,544 16 0 MF” 
= June 9. To do. for do. ſervice — — 4,587 18 4 - 
To do. for do. ſervice — 11,900 10 J 
23» To do. for do. fervice — — — 2,08 ; 4 7 
| To do. for do. ſervice — 6,2 — 8 © D 

July 8. To do. for do, ſerviſe — — 6,017 19 10 
Sept. 8. To do. for do. ſervice 776 17 8 3 

To do. upon account — — 13,700 © © 


Feb. 16. To John Durand, Eſq; for provifions delivered into 
| _ His Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the forces ſer- | a 
— 4,050 


vag in North America — 4 
| Mar. 4. To do. for do. ſervice 10, 11 8 10 
Apr. 16. To do. for do. ſerviſe(aꝛͤ —— 7.023 10 6 
| To do. for do, ſervice — 8% @::3 
| 6. To do. for de. ſervice — = 23977 14 8 
June 2. To do. for do. ſervice — — 1,593 7 6 1 
9. To do. for do. ſervices —— — 3.327 10 © \ 
17. To do. for do. ſervice — — 2,806 is © J 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 2,297 14 8 a 
| ept, 8. To do. upon account — 772775 0 © J 
Feb, 3. To Robert Mayne, Eſq; for proviſions delivered into - 
his Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the forces ] 
| ſerving in North America — — 7.80 19 2 
. ro do, for do. ſervice $7208 2 Þ 
/ Wor 31. To do. for do. fervice — — 19,842 0 2 c 
Apr. 28. Todo, for do, ſervice — 7,539 17 4 8 
Z July 28. To do. far do. ſervice 116 4 © 
i pt. 8. To do. for do. ſervice 7,275 © © 


Feb. 3- To Anthony Bacon, Eſq. for provifions delivered 
into his Majeſty's ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the forces 

” ſervipg in North America 

& Mar.12. To do. for do. ſervice 

Apr. 16. To do. for do, ſervice "+" 


June 9. To do. for do. ſervice —— — 
FP 


> 


2 Dr 


es, &. 
eb. 3. To Arnold Neſbitt, Adam Drummond, and Moſes 
Franks, Eſquires, on account, for proviſions, N 


into his Majeſty's ſtores at Corke — 
To do.. for do. ſervice — 
To do. for do. ſervice 
lar. 4. To do. for do. ſervice — 
- 1. To do. for do. ſervice — — 
Apr. 16. To the repreſentatives of Arnold Neſbitt, Adam 
7 Drummond, and Moſes Franks, __—_ far do. ſervice 
2 To do, for for do, ſervice 
6 28. To do. for do. ſervice — 
6 une 2. To do. for do. ſervice — 
* 9. To do. for do. ſervice —— — 
23. To do. for do. ſervice — 
15 July 28. To do. for do. ſervice — — 
7 To do. for do. ſervice 
4 To do. for do. ſervice — 
4 Dec. 27. To do. for do. ſervice 
* 3. To Adam Drummond, Moſes Franks, and John Neſbitt, 
'Eſquires, on account of their contract, for proviſions deli. 
7 vered into ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the forces ſerving 
| at New York and its dependencies, Georgia, and Eaſt Flo- 
rida 
\ 27. To do. for do. ſervice — 
6 Mar 10. To Benj. Smith, William Fitzhugh, and Simon 
Halliday, Eſquires, on account, for provifions delivered 
: into ſtores at Corke, for the uſe of the forces ſerving in 
6 North America — — 
Apr. 28. To do. for proviſions delivered in ſtores at Corke 
0 May 6. To do. for do. ſervice — 
« June 9. To do. for do. ſervice — — 
3 To do. for do. ſervice — 
July 8. Todo. for do. ſervice — 
16. To do. for do. ſervieę 
L July 28. To Benjamin Smith, William F Fitzhu vogh, and Sim Simon 
6 — Eſquires, for provifions — nto ſtores at 
rke 
Oct. 15. To do. for do. ſervice — 
Sept. 8. To Thomas Hazlewood, Eſq. on — of his con- 
4 tract for deliverin proviſions 1 into ſtores at Corke, for the 


uſe of the forces ſerving at New Yotk and its 3 
cies, Georgia and Eaſt and Weſt Florida 
. To Kender Maſon and John Whitelock, Efquires, on account 
5 of their contract for do. ſervice — 
; To James Bogle French, Eſq; on account of his contract for 
do. ſervice — 
; To Benjamin Smith, William Fitzhu and , and James Powis, 
b Eſquires, on aceount of their W for do, fervice 
- 


ty 
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3,102 17 
8,099 11 


9,444 3 
11,220 14 


6,162 15 


12,082 17 
0-444 I 
+934 1 
9,915 1 
4,170 16 

$0 
14.938 3 
7 81 i o 
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13,700 © 
29,305 15 


ww 0 


10,000 © © 
19,123 6 10 
4.176 8 15 
21,683 5 

12,792 14 6 
11451 0 
1,950 © © 


9,961 11 
19 7 


oO 


2,250 © © 
4,509 © © 
2, % 0'0 


10,000 © 0 
Feb. 


4 PARLIAMENTARY 

Dares, &c, 

Feb. 3. To Jobn Stephenſon and John Blackburn, Eſquires, 
for proviſions iſſued to the forces in Nova Scotia, and gar- 

ri ſon of Placentia, in Newfoundland, between the zoth of 
Sept. and 1ſt of Dec. 1778 — 
March 4. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces in Nova 
Scotia and Newfoundland, between Dec. 24, 1777, and 
June 2, 1778 

19. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at St. Jobn's, 
Newfoundland, between Oct. 29 and Dec. 23, 1778, 

Apr. 26. To do. in part of 25,5551. 6s. cd. for proviſions iſ- 
ſued to the forces in Nova Scotia, between Sept. q. 1778, 
and Jan. 25, 1779 — 

June 23. To do. upon account — 

Sept. 8. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at St, John's, 
Newfoundland, between May 13 and June 25, 1772 

Oct. 15. Ts John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, Efqrs, 
for proviſions iſſued to the forces in Nova Scotia, between 
Jan. 27, and April zo, 1779 

21. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at Placentia in 
Newfoundland, between March 3 and June1, 1979 — 


Dec. 27. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at St. 


obn's and its dependencies, in Newfoundland, between 
— 26 and Nov. 4, 1779, and for do. iſſued to the gar- 
riſon of Placentia, in ditto between June 2 and Oct. 5, 
177 — — — 
To 4 for proviſions iſſued to the forces at Halifax, by or- 
der of Lieut. Col. Bruce — — : 
To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at Halifax, from 
Sept. 8 to Oct. 5, 1779 — 
March 31. To John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, Efqrs, 
far victualling the armed ſloop Catherine, at Pevoſacola, 
May 31, 1778; for do. iſſued to the forces there, between 
June 25 and Oct. 24, 1778; for three months proviſion 
tor the uſe of the * ſhipped on board the Cathe- 
rine, and loft in the River Miſſiſſippi; and for victualling 
the civil branch of ordnance, between April 1, and Sept. 
o, 1778 
. FA proviſions iſſued to the forces at Penſacola 
Joly 8. To do. for proviſions damaged by wind; for do, iſ- 
ſued between Oct. 25, 1777, and March 16, 1779; for do. 
iſſued between May 12 and Dec. 24, 1778; for do. loſt in 
the River Miffy for do, iſſued between June 24, 
1778, and Feb, 23, 1779; for do. iſſued between Oct. 25, 
and Dec. 24, 1778 ; for do. iſſued between Dec. 25, 1778, 
and Feb. 23, 1779 and for ditto condemned at Penſa- 
. cola | — ; — — 
Aug. 4. To John Stephenſon and John Blackburn, Eſqrs. 
tor proviſions ſupplied J. Lorimer, ſurgeon to the hoſpi - 
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tal, betwten Dec. 25, 1777, and Dec. 24, 1778, and for 
roviſions iſſued to the forces at Penſacola and Mobille, 
between Feb. 25, and Apr. 2, 1779 
Sept. 8. Lo do. on account, for proviſions delivered at Dept- 
ford, and eitewhere in the River Thames, for the uſe 
of the torces terving in Weſt Florida 
Dec. 3. To do. upon account 
July 8. To Kender Maſon, Eſq. for proviſions iſſued to th 
forces in the gartiſon of St, Auguſtine, to Feb. 23, 1779, 
for proviſions iſſued to the out polts dependent on the ſaid 
garriſon, from Dec. 25, 1778, to Feb. 23, 1779, and 
tor do. condemned at St. Auguſtine, between May 14, 
1778, and Feb. 23, 1779 
Aug. 25. To do. upon account 
Sept 3. To do. for proviſions iſſued to the forces at St. Au- 
guſtine, between Aug. 25, and Oct. 24, 1778, for pro- 
vilions iſſued to the outpolts dependent on the ſaid gar- 
riſon, between the ſaid time; and for proviſions iltued 
to the armed veſſels in his Majeſty's ſervice, between the 
ſaid time 
OR. 12. Lo do. upon account 
15. To do. tor proviſions iſſued to the forces in the garriſon 
of St. Auguſtine, between Feb. 24, and June 24, 1779; 
and for proviſions iſſued to the outpoſts dependent on the 
faid garriſon, between the ſæid time 


Feb. 16. To John Durand, Eſq. for proviſions ſhipped to 


the iſlands of St. Vincent and Tobago, and iſſucd in the 
iſland ot Grenada; and for proviſions condemned there 

Mar. 31. To do. for proviſions depoſited in ſtores in the 
iſlands of Dominica and Tobago, berween June 13, 1777 
and April 25, 1778 _ 


Mar. 31. To do. in tull payment of the ſum of 1,079]. 158. gd. 


for proviſions iſſued in the Ceded Iſlands 
To ditto, in full of the ſum of 7, 80) l. 28. 2d. for do. ſervice 
Nov. 11. To do. for proviſions ifſued in the Ceded Iſlands, 
berween Aug. 20, 1777 and May 26, 1778 — 
Aug. 20. To Anthony Bacon, Eſq; on account for provi- 
tions delivered into his Majeſty's ſtorehouſes at Deptford, 
and elſewhere 1n the river Thames, tor the uſe of the 
forces ſerving in the Weſt Indies — — 
Oct. 15. To do. for do. ſervice 


Carried over 
Towards the expence of proviſions delivered to the 
forces in North America, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, 
&c. apply the ſum voted upon eſtimate 1779, for that 
ſervice | 72,095 0 © 


Carried over 72,095 0 „ 


4. 2 0 


25887 5 9 
4.500 © © 
12,603 13 11 
$5,503 10 3 
3,00 © © 
4,095 8 7 
8,000 © © 
8,435 14 * 
950 16 
2,257 19 
79 15 8 
807 2 2 
2,763 © 3 
7,000 ©. © 
15,228 17 8 
803,190 13 | 81 


A. 1780. 


le PARLIAMENTARY 
x Dates, &c. * J. d. Le 3. d. 
Brought over 72098 © © 303,90 13 54 


Towards the expetice of proviſions deliver · 
ed to the forces in the Ceded Iflands, ap- 
* ply the ſum voted upon do. - 17,68 © 
jd —— f 1004 5 
Towards the ex pence of proviſion delivered 
if to the foreign — terving in North 
Y Americs, apply the ſum voted upon ditto 48 9 
I Alſo the ſum ſtopped for proviſions deliver- —_— 
ed to the ſaid forces between Dec. 25, 
1777 and June 24, 1778, information 
ot which was not received in time at the 
time at the pay office, to be inſerted in 
the account of extraordinaries ending 
Ian. 32, 1 : 28,986 6 12 
28. xt La delivered 2» : 
co do. between June 25, 
| 1778, and Dec. 24, fol- | 
= lowing — 72,824 11 87 
Do. for provifions delivered 
to do. between Dec. 25, 
2778, and June 24, 1779 71,364 7 64 
— 6 21 


— 


j of iundry ſhips employed in carrying proviſions and ftores 
f to North America, for the uſe of the forces there 
To do. for do. ſervice | 
Jo do. for do. ſervice . 

To do. for do. ſerv ce 

To do. for do. ſervice 

Mar. 9. To do. for do. ſervice, 
I; To do. for do. ſervice 

| To do. for do, ſervice 

To do. for do. ſervice 

To do. for do. ſervice 


h To do. for do. ſervice 86 


Ill 


Apr. 23. To do. for do, ſervice 
Jo do. for do. ſervice 

To do. for do. ſervice 

To do. for do. ſervice 

To do. for do, ſervice 

| 20. To do. for do. ſervice 

A5 | May 7. To do. for do. ſervice — 3 
| © To do. for do. ſervice — BER 
Fo do. for do. ſervice — — 

21. To do. for do. ſervice — — 


311,782 14 11 
Total 491,407 18 * 6 
Feb. 15. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for freight ———— 


11,295 14 
1,128 7 
1,878 4 
450 15 
77981 4 
6,169 3 
4,099 © 
4.35960 1 


! 
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A. 7780. DEBATES. 


Dates, &c. 
June 21, 1779. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinfon, for 
freight of ſundry ſhips, employed in carrying proviſions 


and ſtores to North America for the uſe of the forces there 456 15 
To do. for do. ſervice — — 2,294 14 
To do. for do. ſervice — — 1,473 © 
To do. for do. ſervice — — 1,188 
To do. for do. ſervice — — 9,686 11 1 
July 20. To do. for do. ſervice — — 12,086 6 

o do. for do. ſervice — 2,858 9 
To do. for do. ſervice — 1,475 11 
To do. for do. ſervice — 2,610 3 
To do. for do. ſervice — 2,565 2 
Aug. 16. To do. for do. ſervice — 1.885 3 
To do. for do. ſervice — 833 11 
To do. for do. ſervice — 3.604 1 
To do. for do. ſerv ice — 1631 7 
Sep. 14. To do. for do. ſervice — 3,121 14 
To do. for do. ſervice — 1,023 17 
To do. for do. ſervice — 1,518 13 1 
To do. for do. ſervice _ 5,150 18 
To do. for do. ſervice — 90 
To do. for do. ſervice — 

Ott. 29. To do. for do. ſervice — 1,554 3 
5 To do. for do. ſervice — 1,915 18 
To do. for do. ſervice — 8 


rere 
© 


TE 
cn + vw Sennen, odd creed Senden gognweng 


51 To do. for do. ſervice — 216 19 
ag To do. for do, ſervice — 456 15 
To do. for do, ſervice — 17,154 4 
8 To do. for do. ſervice _ — 2.490 16 
Nov. 26. To do. for do. ſervice — 1,092 71 
3 To do. for do. ſervice — 2,062 6 
2 To do. for do. ſervice ES — 2, 8 2 
1 To do. for do. ſervice — — 58 18 
5 To do. for do. ſervice — 42,835 11 1 
*. Dec, 23. To do. for do. fervice — 3. 12 
4 To do. ſor do. ſervice — wi, 19 
* To do. far do, ſervice — 1,150 1 $ 
6 To do. for do. ſervice — — 95 
8 To do. ſor do. ſervice — — 33 11 
5 To do. for do. ſervice —ͤ— 8,992 1 
9 Jan. 25, 1780. To do, for do. ſervice — 929 6 
4 To do. for do, ſervice — 475 0 6 
7 To do. ſor do. ſervice — — 370 7 4 
4 To do. for do. ſervice — 419 19 t 
. To do. for do, ſervice — 24,575 13 11 
2 „ . 
10 27973 10 9 
10 Mar. 


June 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1580, 


11 Dates, &. F< J. d. 
Mar. 9. 1779. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for cannon ſhipped for 
Cork for the armament of ſundry tranſports employed in carrying proviſions 


1 


and ſtores to North America un, 2,244 0 4 
EL Aug. 10. To do. tor the amount of ſundry tranſports 12,991 17 7 


3 | 15,235 17 TH 
eb. 15. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for the valve of 3 (ps taken 
in carrying oats to North America — 57207 17 5 


Mar. 19. To do. for the value of the ſhip William and 
Ann, taken by the rebels in carrying proviſions to North 
America — | 1,814 16 2 
May 7. To do. for the value of four oat ſhips taken by the , 
„ | — | 4,933 15 * 
Aug. 16. To do. for the value of two ſhips which were taken N 
4 dy the enemy | 8,467 0 4 
Sept. 14. To do. for the value of the ſhip Meredith, taken | ( 
| | dy the enemy ; — 1,475 13 2 4 
No, 26. To do. for the value of the Maria tranſport, taken  - 
| dy the ene * 3 S a 
Dec. 23. To do. for the value of two ſhips taken by the 
eue my . 4,325 19 9 8 
3 | yy wv. N97 2" IP 1 
Feb. 15. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for the hire and main- 
- tenance of extra ſeamen, put on board ſundry ſhips employed in car- N 
| ing provifions and ſtorcs to North America, for the ule of the forces 
there 7 8 . | 11,263 11 2 Fe 
Apr: 23. To do. for do. ſervice — 10003 16 8 
29. To do. for do. ſervice "| — 5,564 7 1 17 
May 7 To do. tor do. ſervice — — | 77 49 10 
A241. To do. for do. ſervice — — Q 8.56213 © M 
fuly. 20s To do. for do. ſervice — — p | 124799 12 9 | 
ug. 16. To. do. for do. ſervice ＋— 8,128 3 7 
Sep. 14. To do. for do. ſervice — 101 
Sep- 14. p 74345 19 4 
O. 29. To do. for do. ſervice. * — ,002 7 5 
Dec. 23. To do. for do. fervice — —:„i 6,267 ©6 10 
4 Jan. 25. 1780. To do. for do. ſervice — 10,119 14 8 
k 93-709 3 10 


Mat. 19, 1779. To Meſſrs. Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for camp equipage, 
materials for cloathing, and other ſtores, ſhipped for the uſe of the forces 
in North America 42,904 © 9 


- 


! 
1 

| [ 

| Apr. 29. To do. for do. ſent to Quebec for do. ſervice 9,232 14 4 
j , — do: for oats ſent to North America 6,198 16 11 


W Avg. 31. To do. for naval ſtores ſent to Canada —— 12,863 2 4 
W Sept. 14. To do. for oats ſent to North America ——— 9,737 18 2 


E' Q&:-29. To do. for do. ſervice 9.339 11 2 
IF "Dec. 23. To do. for do. ſervice, — 8.877 13 4 
| | 
| | Mar 
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Mar. 55 1779: To Thomas Harley, Efq. for blankets and 
ftockings provided for the uſe of the forces in North 
America « - - 

zt. To do. for do. ſervice - — — 


Apr. 26. To do. for matetials for cloathing ſent to North 


America — (K — 

Dec. 18. To do. for blankets ſent to North America, for the 
uſe of the forces there 

May 7. To Robert Knox, Eſq. for preſents for Indians 
bordering on the colonies in North America — 

June 3. To do. for pork ſent to Penſacola in Weſt Florida, 
for the ſervice of the Indians there - * 

Aug. 16. To do. for preſents for Indians bordering on the 
colonies in North America - - 

Oct. 22. To do. for preſents for Indians in Weſt Florida 

To Richard Cumberland, Eſq. for preſents for Indians at 
Nova Scotia - 1 

Apr. 30. To John Trotter, Eſq. for hoſpital ſtores for the uſe 
of the army in Canada - - 

Oct. 6. To do. for providing ſtores for the general hoſpi- 
tal in North America, in the year 1979 = 

To do. for providing ſtores for the uſe of the hoſpital to be 
eſtabliſhed at Georgia - - - 

Nov. 17. To do. for providing hoſpital bedding for the uſe 
of the hoſpitals in 0 wy 


in the engineer's department in Weſt Florida 


17. To Lieutenant William Stewart, being his Majeſty's | 


bounty for the loſs of the uſe of his leg in the Jerſeys _ 
Mar. 4. To Lieut. Ambroſe Ruſſell, for the cure of a wound 
he received at Fort Montgomery, OR. 6, 17757 - 
10, To Lieutenant General Gage, to enable him to pay 
the value of a ſhip and her cargo, taken for the ſervice of 
the army at Boſton, in the year 1775 - - 
26. To Joſeph Scott, Eſq. in full ſatisfaction and diſcharge 


of all demands for proviſions and provender for the ſorces 


in North America - - - 
April 12. To Captain Richard Baily, in full compenſation of 
ſundry expences incurred by him, in ſuperintending the 


embarkation of parties, camp equipaye, cloathing, and 


ſtores, for the army in North America, from March 11, 
1778, to March 10, 1779 = — 


15. To Ann Campbell, being his Majeſty's bounty for ber- 


ſelf and child, in conſideration of the loſs of her huſband 
June 3. To Captain Robert Pringle, for reimburkng la- 


bourers and artificers, employed at St. John's, News 
Vor. XVII. C 7 X 


eſt Florida, for the year 177% „ 
Feb. 5. To Captain Thomas Hutchins, for charges incurred 


9 
Le . 4. 


12,362 18 9 
2,749 5 34 | 


6,150 3 f 


3.814 7 8 | 


18,265 13 5# 
1,893 2 5 | 
9,997 15 & | 
5,924 98 
497 18 2 | 
387 19. 10 | 
6,07 6 oh 
2,499 3 78 
669 4 8} 
32s 5 4 
262 19 4 


157 15 6 
*413 13 4 


 foundlar 
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1 | tes, . | 

1 Ka, and for cloathing, while they were doing 
duty as ſoldiers, without pay | — 

nl 31 Te Anthony Bacon, Ela. for coals ſent to North Ame- 


ca, for the uſe of the forces there 


j 
If 


made by Jacob Jorden, Eſq. with General Burgoyne, for the 
ſervice of a proviſion train for the army under his com- 
mand jn the year 1777 — 
15, To Robert Adair, Eſq. upon account, for ſundry ſtores 
that are to be ſent to New York and Georgia, for the uſe 
of the hoſpitals there 
11 Fo Lieutenant William Richardſon, being his Majeſty's 
1 bounty for the loſs of the uſe of his arm in action at Sara- 
toga in America, OQt. 19, 1777 — 

Pug: 20, To Patrick Tonyn, Eſq. governor of Eaſt Flo- 
\ , for keeping up a, ſchooner for the ſervice of that 
province for one year, to Aug. 29, 1780 — 
Sept. 20. To Captain Michael Jacob, of the 64th regiment 
of foot, for the expence attending the cure of the wounds 
188 ne received in the action at Brande wine in North America, 

| Sept. 11, 1777 1—— — 

| Sept. 20. To Lieutenant John Rowe, for the expence at- 
N 

| 


i 


15 


> , 
. 


| 
| : 
7 
C 
\ . 
- 


#1-_ tending the cure of the wounds he received at the attack 
Tx ” + of the rebels at Hubberton, in North America, July 7, 


Aus 55 4 BY 

27. To Arehibald Rutherford, for. the expence attending 

Cl. 8 cure of his wounds received on the expedition to Dan- 

BE | © - bury, in North America, April 28, 1779 _ 

H 28. o Kender Maſon, Eſq. due to Mefl, Cumming, Jones, 
Y and Maſon, for remitting money to Eaſt Florida, be- 
. tween, December 25, 1775, and Feb. 24, 1778 —__ 

- 14. To Mary Stewart, being his Majeſty's bounty for 
| berſelf and child, in conſideration of the loſs of her huſ- 


* 
N 6 


— — 


1 
Io Capi Henry Craw furd, being his Majeſty's bounty, 
for the loſs of his leg at Bunker's Hill, June 17, 


(© 


1 £ 8 , : 
y Ibo James Gambier, for the paſſage of Major Ge- 
; nerai Robertſon and his ſuite, from Great Britain to 
North America | — 

hy Nov. 17. To Major General Vaughan, in confideration of 

the loſſes he ſuſtained by a fire at New York, in July 1778 
| Tro*Sarah and Henry Addiſon, being his Majeſty's bounty, 

in, conſideration of the loſs of their father — 

| Det. re. To Major General Vaughan, for an equipage as 


| 
4 
| | 


- 


in, North America © — 


: 8. To James Hughes, Eſq. on account of a contract 


commander in chief in the Leeward and Charibbee Iflands, | 


1,800 0 © 


156 6 4 


A. 1780. D R B A 'F E 8. 


Dates &c. | £o S. WT 
17. To Edward Lewis, Eſq, for remitting money to Weſt _ | 
Florida, from December 25, 1777, to June 24, 1779 706 17 0 


. 


182,519 13 ö 


an. 8. To the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, in full for levy money for 900 re- 
cruits, furniſhed by him in the year 1779 6,939 0 0 


1779. 

4 To bills of exchange drawn by fo 7. d. 
General Elliott, for public ſervices 2470 16 9 
Aug. 20. To do. for do, ſervice — 2,147 5 4 
Sept. 11. To do. for do. ſervice — 10,600 ͤh9 © + 
Oct. 22. To do. for do. ſervice — 3,580 © © 


4 — — 20, 798 2 
Apr. 26. To bills of exchange drawn by | 
Patrick Tonyn, Eſq. for public ſervices 13,266 15 © 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 6,743 3 4 
Oct. 20. To do. for do. ſervice —— 4,380 0 10 
— — 44,389 19 2 
Apr. 26. To bills of exchange drawu by 
Robert Gorden, Eſq. for public ſervices 5, 00 © o 
May 29. To do. for do. ſervice — 2,000 © © 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice —ĩ— 4,000 o © 
Oct. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 41395 7 44 
0 1780. 
an. 12. To do. for do. ſervice _ 2,000 © © + CY 4 | 
1 . . — — 17, | 
lo To bills of exchange, drawn by "Oy 
Lord Macartney, for public ſervices 2,950 © © 
May 29. 'To do. for do. ſervice — 00 © © 
Oct. 20. To do, for do. ſervice — 15,750 0 © ww | 
| 19,500 0 
Apr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by 
8 Frederick Haldimand, Eſq. for public 
ſervices ——— — 4,366 5 _ © 
Oct. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 2,259 0 © 
4 1780, 
an. 12. To do. for do. ſervice — 18,66 5 © 
177 6 ny 


k 25,182 10 | 
Aug. 20, To bills of exchange, drawn by "= 
Andrew Rainsford, Eſq. for public ſervices 1,946 2 73 


Oct. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 400 © © 


— — 2,346 ac. | 

4 H pr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by * ” 2 | 

John Clarke, Efq. for public ſervices 1,350 $ 24 

ay 29. To do. for de, ſervice — 524 28 
0 — — 1 874 14 

To CS * . o&. 20. 1 


; 


| \ 


12 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates, &c, | £+ * d. 
Oct. 20. To bills of exchange, drawn by £ & > 
John Stuart, Eſq. for public ſervices — 2,862 19 10 
To do. for do. ſervice — 15191 5 2 
eme, 


Apr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by 
John Campbell, Eſq. for public ſervices g, ooo o 0 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 2,456 14 6 
* 1 | 7+456 14 & 


i 
* 
| Apr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by 


Valentine Morris, Eſq. for public ſervices 6,6c6 18 7 
May 29, To do. for do, ſervice 00 0 '0 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 3,908 0 9 
Oct. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — Fo Q © 


— 11,224 19 4 


1 | | 
Eh Apr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by 


William Faucitt, Eſq. for public ſervices 510 © 0 
Aug. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 2,910 7 2 
os. 20. To do, for do. ſervice — 180 0 0 


Apr. 26, To bills of exchange, drawn by ; _— zo 71 
Peter Cheſter, Eſq. for public ſervice, 3,997 14 BL 


* : 
| ' 
q ' 
* | 
: 

: 

11 

4 


Oct. 20. To do. for do, ſervice — 250 © © 

To do. for do. ſervice — 3920 0 Te 

— — 639 14 T 

May 29. To bills of exchange, drawn by te” To 

7 William Newton, Efq. for public ſervices 19,800 0 © Od 

1 gow 11. To do. for do, ſervice — 20,193 15 © BT 

Is | «4 To do. for do. ferviie -— 14,793 15 © To 

HM 1780. To 

bg Jan, 12. To do. for do, ſervice — 7,240 © © To 
HB — —— 62,07 10 0 


May 29. To bills of exchange, drawn by 


I *4< | i * — — 1 8 oO 

M 4 29. To bills of exchange, drawn by Joſeph Martin, "Y 
Eq. for public ſervices — — go 

To do. drawn by Philip Calbeck, Eiq. for public ſervices 401. 
une 11. To bills of exchange, drawn by Robert Pringle, 

; Eſq. ter public ſervices — — 41 18 


ames Murray, * for public ſervices 1,7 50 © © 

Ang. 20. To do. for do. ſervice — 300 © © 
oO. 20. To do, for do, ſervice — 1,000 © © 

Io do. for do. ſervice —_ 00 o 

| 1780 . y 

{ Jan. 12. To do. for do. ſervice — 834 3 ro 

| ; 1 — . 18 

| Apr. 26. To bills of exchange, drawn by William Tryon, * 

| Eſq. for public ſervices — — 1, 500 

1780. To do. drawn by Richard Hughes, Eſq. 30 11 44 
Wi | Jan. 12. To do. for do. ſervice — 1,432 15 1 

| 


| 
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1780 DEBAT LA 
d. | 


Dates, &c. 4. 4% 
To bills of exchange drawn by David Hay, Eſq. for publie Rh 
ſervices * 1 - _ ”- 63 19 © 
aug. 20. To do. drawn by Mathew Burt, Eſq. for public 
© ſervices 683 16 5 
To do. drawn by John Dalling, Eſq. for do 1,049 16 5 | 4 
1780. - 
by 12, To do, for do, ſervice — 250 © © F ; 
; — — 1,299 1 
Y .. To do. drawn by A, Prevoſt, Eſq. for public ſervices y_ 0 8 
Oct. 20. To do. drawn by George Young, Eſq. for do. 626 15 10 
o do. drawn by Thomas Shirley, Eſq, for do. — 200 © © 


—— — — 


216,872 3 32 


Mar, 1. To Robert Haldane Bradſhaw, Eſq. deputy paymaſter in the Weſt 
Indies, caſh paid him on account of pay and extraordinaries of the forces 
detached from New York, on an expedition under the command of Major 
General Grant, purſuant to treaſury direction of October 26, 1778 
30,000 © 0 


Bept. 30. To a bill of exchange drawn by him, on account 
olf expences incurred for the uſe of the army under the 


* 


Command of Major General Grant — 2,000 © © 
To do. for do. ſervice — 3,000 © © 
To do. for do. ſervice. — — —— 3,000 © o. 
To do. for do. ſervice —— — — 3.800 © 0 
Oct. 28. To do. for do, ſervice — 14,800 © 0 
To do. for do, ſervice — — — 100 © 0 
To do, for do. ſervice — — 300 © @ 
To do. for do. ſervice — — — bor 15 9 
To do, for do, ſervice — 330 18 9 
i — — 
57,032 14 6 


Mar. 4. Ta the repreſentatives of the late Philip Fonnereau, Eſq. and Six 
Merrick Burrell, Bart. for victualling the forces in the garriſon of Gibraltar, 


between July 6, and Oct. 25, 1778 12,000 © 0 
22. To de. for bills drawn on them by Governor Elliort, for | 
freſh provifions for Gibraltar 


00 0 0 
10% May 6. To the repreſentatives of the late Zachary Philip N WW. 
Fonnereau, Eſq. and Sir Meyrick Burrell, Bart, for in- 
- ſurance on proviſions iſſued to the garriſon of Gibraltar, : 
between Sept. 29, 1777, and Ott. 25, 1778 — 2,798 14 2 
19. To do. for vietualhng the forces in Co. between Jan, 
5 18, and March 14, 1779 g 1,573 6 6 
June 23. To do. for inlurance on proviſions iſſued to do. | 
0 between Oct. 26, 1778, and Jan. 17, 1779 — 15071 6 4 
off May 19. To Sir George Wombwell, Bart. for victualling | : 
the forces in the garriſon of Gibraltar, between Jag, 18, 


and March 14, 1779 — 8,635 y / 6 


4 , 7 
_— 
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Dates, &. 4. „ 
June 17, To do. to compleat 21,000 |. advance on the 
Gibraltar contract 
July 8. To do. for victualling the forces in the garriſon of 
Gibraltar, between March 15, and April 11, 1779 4,299 2 © 
8. To do. for victualling the forces in do, between 
N April 12, and June 6, 1779 - 8,010 2 6 
Nov. 17, To do. for victualliog the forces i in do. between 
| June 7, and July 4, 1779 = . - . 4,413 6 o 


10,590 © © 


| 54,601 12 © 
Towards the expence of proviſions delivered to the Britiſh 


regiments at Gibraltar, apply the ſum voted upon eſtimate 


1779, for the ſervice - . 22,816 6 © 
Alſo the ſum voted upon eſtimate 1779 for 


me foreign regiments in that garriion 9,564 17 1 
f 32,381 3 1 


22,220 8 11 


— — — — 


Feb. 5 To George Browne, Eſq. on account of his contract for proviſion ſent 
by ban for victualling the forces in Senegambia - 1,000 © © 

Mar. 26. To do. for do. ſhipped for the forces in do. - 1,448 8 9, 

Apr. 29. To Samuel Smith, . for 2 the forces 

in do. 3,500 0 0 

July 8. To George Browne, Eſq. for proviſions ſent by bin 

bs | for the forces in do. 

Aug. 20. To Meſſrs. Dain and Co. for proviſions and 

| ftores furniſhed for the — of fort James, in the river 


1,099 0 © 


| | Gambia y 204 1 10; 
Dec. 27. To George hence, Eſq. for ſundry 00 of | 
proviſions ſhipped for the ſervice of the forces at Goree 2,055 3 3 


— 


9,207 13 10% 
Towards the expence of proviſions delivered to the corps in 


Africa, apply the ſum voted upon eitimate 1779, tor that 
ſervice - . - - - 2,321 14 10 


a 


6,885 19 0+ 


i! 
| 
| 
' 


| June 17. To Thomas Harley, my upon aceount, for proviſions ſent by him 
por the ſippiy of the garriſon of Minorca + - 6, 800 0 © 
Apr. 28. To Henry Bud, ——— * keeping up proviſions in ſtore for the 


TH iſland of Jerſey - - 313 0 4 
Ei Sept. 28. To do. for do. ſervice - - - 313 © 4 

| To William Budd, Gentleman, for do, ſeryice - - 0453 13 4 
| | Oct. 21. To do. tor do. ſervice - - 300 © © 
Wo || Apr. 28. To Henry Budd, gentleman, for keeping _ pro- 


viſions in fore for the ind of * - . 313 0 4 
| Sept, 


1a 


178g. Kr 


z ares, &. 7 
ept. 28, To do. for do. ſervice n 5 4 - 
%o William Budd, Gent. for do. ſervice - 9 


1779 bs: * 5 8 8 - 
Aug. 26. To do. in further advance + „ 


Det. 12. To do. in further advance - 5 E: 


ov, 6, To do. in further advance - ” a 
7. To. do, in further advance — - 6 


money iſſued to officers, &c. - - - 
*eb. 5. To Major General Robert Skene, for the 47th 
1 allowance for repairing roads and bridges in North 
itain - - - - - . - 
lar. 15. To Sir John Ingliſs, Bart. and Thomas Dundaſs, 
Eſq. executor to the late Colonel James Maſterton, for oat- 
meal, firing, candles, &c. furniſhed to the forces at Fort 
William, Caſtle Duart, Fort Auguſtus, Fort George, and 
the barracks of Bernera, Invernaid, Cargaff and Braermar, 
the out poſts ſtationed in their neighbourhood, from Jan. 
r, 1778 to Dec. 31 following, both incluſive - - 
6, To William Simpſon, Eſq. for a bill of exchange drawn 
by him as caſhier of the Royal Bank of Scotland - 
2g. To Sir James Adolphus Oughton, for diſburſements in 
North Britain - - - - - 
Apr. 30. To Major General Robert Skene, for ſuperin- 
tending. the recruiting of the additional companies in 
North Britain, and for expences incurred in the embark- 
ation of ſundry regiments, ſrom Dec. 25, 1777, to June 24, 
1779. , 2 7 y > 2 
Dec. 10, To Humpbry Bland Gardiner and James Kempt, 
for necefliries for the uſe of the forces in North Britain, 


the and for the charge of oatmeal and money iſſued to the 
4 officers » . — =, 
4 
4 
2 i 

Jan. 29. To Lieutenant Governor Wemyſs, for coals, can- 
2 dles, &c. for the forces in Edinburgh Caſtle, from Oct. 1, 
1 1778, to Dec. 31, following © . 


ek. 21. To do. tor do. ſervice . 5 b * 5 


10, ooo 
1. To do. in further advance - a - = - 


pI 


* 
| 
| 


15 

Le > 4 ds 
313 94 
11453 13 4 
300 0 0 
44759 8 "Gl 


une 2. To John Maton, Eſq. by way of advance en his contract for ſupplying 
bread, forage, wood, and ſtraw, to the forces eacamped in the ſummer 


20,000, 
20,000 


5,000. 
5,000. 
5,000 


000000 


n 


© 1 00Q00099 


= 
65,009 O 


— — 


Jan. 25. To Humpbry Bland Gardiner and James Kempt, for neceſfaries for 
the uſe of the forces in North Britain, and for the charge of oatmeal and 


35154. 9 8 


500 0 @ 


37192 9 7 Y 


2866 5 2 


300 © 0 


4*7.. 29,20: 


«24564 $0: 


—̃ Dſ——— — 


10,409 11 1 


F * 
T + pg” V 


+ 3 
229 11 T 
0 


, 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates, &c. 

T0 B. B. De la Fomaine, Eſq, for do. for the additional come 
- panics in the Savoy barracks, between June 249 1778, 

and Dec. 25, following - 

Feb. 16. To Jobn Powell, Eſq. being his Majeſty s propor- 

tion of 1,4984 chaldron, of coals, for the uſe of the gar- 

riſon of Gibraltar, from Feb. 6, 1778, to Nov, 1, following 

17. To Henry Henderſon, for coals, candles, &c. for * 

uſe of the forces in the barracks at Portſmouth 
Apr. 29. To Lieutenant Governor Singleton, for do. for the 
— in Languard Fort, from Juze 26, 1778, to Dec. 24 
ow! 

May 12. To Captain George Brin, for 45. provided for 

uſe of the forces quartered in Chatham — 19 

OR. 5, 1778, to April 5, 1779 

20, To Lieutenant Governor Wemyſs, for "ih for the 

forces in — 3 — Jan. 1, to — 31, 

177 

June ak To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. unn account, to | enable 

bim reer coals — candles = the forces in Fan 


deck 
July 8. To E. B. De la Nee for ſupplying the addi - 
| Hens companies in the Savoy barracks with do, — 
Dec. 2 6 1778, and June 24, 1779 
July 8. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. for providing coals nd 
candles for the troops at Plymouth and St. Nicholas * 
from Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 
Aug. 5. To Joſhaa Darwin, Eſq. for providing do. for the 
forces quartered in Tinmouth — from Dec. 25, 1 777» 
to Dec. 24, 1778 - 
13. To Lieutenant Governor Wemyſs, for do. for the forces 
in Edinburgh caſtle, from April 1, to June 3o, 1779 
_ To' the Earl 6f Darlington, for do. for the forces in 
- Tur of — from Dec. 2 85 1777» to Dec. ' 244 


— ͤ— — 


— — ä 


Sept. 8 To Andrew Clinton,. Eſq. upon mur, 0 en- 

able him to provide do. for the forces at Plymouth dock 

8. To Thomas Beſt, Eſq. for providing do. for the forces in 

Dover caſtle, from June 25, 1778, to June 24, 1979 + 

17. To Moſes T Day we —_ — the forces ĩn 
e from Lady 1778 to Lady Day 177 

7d Go for coals for do. from * 1779 to Lady * 
1780 

20. bers Jaftwa Darwin, for rordiing coals and candles for 

the forces in Tinmouth n from Dec. 25. 1778, to 

one 24, 1779 

i To John Powell, Eſq. being his Mazeſty 8 propor- 

tion of 6344 chaldron of coals for the uſe of the garriſon 

of — between Dec. 27, 1778, and May 2 $» 1779 


A. 1780 
4. 4. 
226 13 
4,8% 8 
286 14 
162 18 10 
COT | 
d 
- 239 9 
p 
500 © 
| 20 
242 17 
315 9 | 
M 
164 14 T, 
1 
+. 19 
78 3 A 


Dates, &e. . „ 
JR. 14. To Lieutenant Governor Singleton, for providing 

coals, candles, &c. for the forces in mene Fort, from 1 
Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 +67 9 © 
OR. 29. To Lieutenant Governor Wemyſs, for providing 1 
Jef candles, &c. for the forces in Edinburgh 2 

from July 1 to Sept. 30, 1779 - 219 2 6 
Nov. 11. To Captain George Briſac, for do. for the forces | | 

in Chatham barracks, &c. from 1 5. 1779, to Oct. 5 ; 

following - 17270 14 6 
29. To Andrew Clinton, Efq. upon account, to enable him 

to provide do. for the forces that are or may be in Te "as 

mouth dock - - =o 
Dec. 10. To Lieutenant Governes Irvid for providing | 

coals, candles, &c. for the troops at Gueraley, from | 

> 11, 1777, to Oct. 9, 1779 - - 2,397 4 7 
1780. 
2 6. To E. B. De la Fontaine, for ſupplying the addi- 

tional companies, &c. in the Savoy barracks with coals and 

candles from June 25, 1779, to Dec. 24 following 226 13 3 
39. To Lieuterant Governo- Wemyſs, for providing coals . 
0 candles, &c for the vie of the forces quartered in Edin- 

burgh caſtle, from Oct. 1 to Dec. 31, 1779 = 171 13 3 
26. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. for providing coals, candies, | __ 


17% 


2 


3 


4 


1 and utenſils, for the troops at Plymouth and St. Nicholas | 
7 er from June 25, 1779, to Dec. 24 fallowing — 203 2 f 


* 


18,023 15 10 


Mar. 15. To Lieutenant General Carpenter, for graſs money for the 4th eg 
, ment of dragoons, inthe ſummer 1778 54 ©, 
+ W To Lieutenant General Johnſton, for do. for the 6th regi- 
ment of do. in do. ſummer - $28 0 9 
3 19. To the Earl of Panmure, for do, for the 2d * 
of do. in do. ſummer - 766 13 0 
Apr. 1 4 To Lieutenant General George Viſcount Town- OM 
ho for do. for the 2d regiment of * guards, in or: 
0 do. ſummer 518 x5 14 
To Lieutenant General Elliott, for do, for the 1 5th regi- 8 
8 ment of dragoons, in do. ſummer 862 6 © 
30. To Sir John Mordaunt, for do. of the 10th regiment of ial 
3 do. in do, ſummer 496 5 9 
Apr. 30. To Sir George Howard, for grafs money for the | 
7th regiment of dragoons, in the ſummer 1778 | IS 
9 


To Lieutenant General Burgoyne, for do. for the 16th re- 
giment of do. in do. ſummer 

May 5. To General Elliott, for extra feeding for horſes, and 
extra allowance to the non · commiſſioned officers aud private a 
men of a detachment of light dragoous, a in 17 78 300 0 8 
Vol. XVII. D Y 


S 


9 
4 


18 PARLIAMENTARY 
Dates, &ec. | 


June 9. To Lieutenant General Johnſton, for graſs m__ | 


for the 31th regiment of dragoons, in the ſummer 177 
To the Earl of Pembroke, for do. of the 1ſt regiment of 
do. in do. ſummer - i - 

' 38. To Lord Robert Manners, for do. for the zd regiment 
of dragoon guards, in do. ſummer - of” 
To Sir George Howard, for do. of the iſt regiment of do. 

in do. ſummer - - > - 
Aug. 13. To Lieutenant General Fitzroy, for do. for the 3d 
regiment of dragoons, in do. ſummer =» - 
Dec. 15. To Sir John Mordaunt, for do. for the 10th regl- 
ment of do. in the ſummer 1779 - _— 
To Sir Henry Clinton, for do. for the th regiment of do. 
in do, ſummer. - - - 
23- To Lieutenant General Burgoyne, for do. for the 16th 
regiment of do. in do, ſummer * 


177% | 
| Jan. 2. To Major General Faucitt, for 270 days additional pay as deputy 


adjutant general, from March 28, 1778, to Dec. 24 
following 3 - 2 - 
25. To Meſſrs. Powell and Cooke, for the pay of ſeveral 

ſupernumery officers of the invalids, lately reduced, from 
Dec. 25, 1777, to Dec. 24, 1778 | 
To Major General Morriſon, quarter maſter general, for pay 
of his two aſſiſtan ts, from Dec, 25, 1777, to Dec. 24, 1778 
Feb. fl. To Roger Johnſon, Efq. for 183 days pay as aſſiſlant 
commiſſary in America, from Dec. 21, 1778, to Dec. 320 
following *«#: © P 
Feb. 12. To Colonel Samuel Townfend, for his pay as ſu- 
perintendant of the recryiting ſervice, from Dec. 25, 
1277. to Deo. 24, 1778 3 4 4 
To Robert Adair, Fa. for 92 days pay, as inſpector general 
of the hoſpitals, from Dec. 25, 1977, to March 24, 1778, 
at 30s, per diem 1 136 10 © 
To do. for 274 days do. from March 24 to 
Dec. 24, 1778, at 40s per diem - 848 o o 
22. To Captain John Money, for 183 days pay, as deputy 
quarter maſter general, under General Burgoyne, from 
_ June 25 ro Dec. 24, 1777 - | - — 
Mar. g. To Robeft Gordon, Eſq. for 9a days pay, as com- 
miſſary at Corke, from Nov. 22, 1778, to Feb. 21, 1779 


N 


Cl To Major General Far'citt, for 92 days pay, as commiſſary 


in Germany, from Nov. 3, 1758, to Feb. 2, 1779 = 
10. To Iſaac Winſlow Clarke, Gent, for bbo days pay, as 


M— 


A. 17% 


J. 5 
766 x5 
536 3 
$41 13 
826 3 
$57 9 
622 18 
bas 18 
957 17 


ä 


d. 


O 


5 


E 


10,374 8 10; 


aſſiſtant commiſſary in Canada, from Dec. 29, 1776, to 


OR, 20, 1778 - 


405 © 


r,464 15 


182 10 


183 © 


$47 10 


© 
0 T 
- T. 
4 18 
q We 

28 


. 1730, D ES a4 TT ES 


Dates, &. 

\ pr. 12. To Capt. Richard Baillie, for 365 days pay, for 
ſuperintending the embarkation of parties, cloathing, camp 
equipage, &c. of the armies in North America, from 11 
March, 1778, to 10 March, 1779 — | 

20. To Daniel Wier, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as commiſſary 
in America, from 2 Feb. 1778, to 1 Feb. 1779 

o. To Jonathan. Clarke, Gent. for 184 days pay, as aſſi- 
ſtant commitſſary iu America, from 31 March, 1778, to 


30 Sept. following 


azadjutant general in North Britain, from 25 
to 28 May, 1778 | | 
May 7. To James Porteus, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as aſſi- 
ant commiſſary in America, from 1 April, 1778, to 1 Apr, 


1779 X 
13. 1 o Francis Ruſhe Clarke, Eſq. for 180 days pay, as in- 
ſpector and ſuperintendant of the proviſion train of horſes 
n; and waggons in America, from 6 Oct. 1778, to 3 Apr. 


— — 


1779 Ee 10 7 
ro Major. Gen. William Faucitt, for 89 days pay, as com- 
miſſary in Germany, from 3 Feb. 1779, to 2 May follow- 


2 


in | ; * 
To Col. Jobn Burgoyne, for 184 days pay, as commiſſary 


for muſtering foreign troops in America, from 29 July, 


1778, to 29 Jau. 1779 — 


ro Peter Paumier, E q- for 182 days pay, as deputy commiſ - 


ſary in America, from 3 Oct, 1778, to 2 Apr. 17700 
18. To Fleetwood Parkhurſt, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as de- 


2 puty commiſſary in Canada, from 21 May, 1778, to 20 


— — — 


May, 


1779 e. 
To Robert Gordon, Eſq. for 89 days pay, as commiſſary at 


0 Corke, from 22 Feb. to 21 May, 1779 


28. To Fred. Wm. Hecht, Gent. for 180 days pay, as aſ- 
fiſtant commiſſary in America, from 6 Oct. 1778, to 3 Apr. 


1779 1 rr 
June 9. To Dr. Robert Knox, for 262 days pay, as phyſi- 


cian and inſpector of the hoſpitals ia Canada, from-2g 


0 Dec. 1777, to 12 Sept. 1778 — . 
44. To John Morriſon, Eſq. for 181 days pay, as depyty 
a 1 in America, from 25 Sept. 1778, to 24 b 
F To George Brindley, Eſq. 182 days pay, as deputy commiſ- Re 7 
ſary in America, from 4 Oct. 1778, to 3 April, 1 779 
4 Aug. * To Nathaniel Day, Eſq. tor 253 days pay, as com- 
miſſary in Canada, from Sept. 21, 1778, to May 1779 


To Col. John Burgoyne, for 18 t days pay as commiſſary for 


muſtering foreign troops in America, from Jan. 30 to 


0 — 
i July 29, 1779 
PI , To Major Genetal William 2 for 92 days pay, 
| 2 


May 5. To Major General Robert Skeene, for 1 5 5 days pay, 
ak * 


365 4 0 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates, Ke. 
as commiſſary for muſtering foreign troops in Germany, 
from May 3, to Auguſt 2, 1579 
Sept. 14. To Robert Gordon, Eſq. for 92 Phan pay, as com- 
© miflary at Corke, from May 2 to Aug. 21, 1779 

20. To John Lamb, Eſq. for 9 days pay of the commiſ- 
© fioh cers appointed to the 72d regiment of foot, from 
Dec. 16 to 24; 1479, being previous to the commences 
ment of their eſtabliſkment 
Sc. 13. To Lieut. Gen. Boyd, for 358 days additional pay, 


Dec. 24 followi 

© 25. Fa Boger ee Eſq. for 192 days pay, as aſ- 

fiſtant commiſſary in America, from Dec. 21, * to 

June 20, 1779 — 

To Jonathan — 7 for 181 days pay, as —— 
miſſary in Americ rom Oct. 1, 1778, to March 30, 

AT — — 

_ To John Fenton, Eſq; for 181 days pay, as captain 

© arid commandant of Wiliam and Mary Caftte, in North 

America, from Jan. 6 to July 5, 1779 

Nov. 17. To Lieut. Dalrymple Leut. enry Blacher, and 


Coxheath during the encampments, from Aug. 13, 1 778, 
to Nov. 2, followio 


commiſſary in America, from March 25 to June 24, 1779 
Po Wilkim > Butler, Gent: for 175 days pay, as aſſiſtant com- 


To Major Gen. Wilkam Faucitt, for q2 days pay, as commil- 
© fafy ut Germany, from Auguſt 3 to Nov. 2, 1779 
oo To FleetiVoad' Parkhurſt; Eſq. for 194 days pay, as 


"To James Farquhaſon, Eſq, for Ge 4 pay, as-afliſhine 
 commiſſary in 2 from Zgept. 19, 1778, to Sept. 18, 


2 dt ſundry 


* — fff officers in North America, 
reſpecttve periods therein mentioned 


for the 
. 1 Efq. for 362 days oh as deputy 


2 2779. © ws 1 
To liaac Winſlow Clarke, Eſq. for * mes pay, as FYY 
3 arſt commiſſary ien m Oct. 455 1778, to Oct. 
, 90. 1 — 
7780. * 13 To'Major Gen. Morriſon, huarterwaſter ge- 
© n&al, for the pay of his two aſſiſtants, from Dec. 25, 1778, 
to Dec. 24, 1779 


* 
£ 


as Lieut. Governar of Gibraltar, from Jan. 1, 1778, to 


Leut. Fhomas Serle, be 9 days pay, as adjutants at 
Dee gx. T John Non fes, 5 for 184 days pay, as deputy | 


miſſary in Ameries, from Of. 11, 1778, to April 3, 1779 


2 in —_— from May 21 to Nov, | 


To Nathaniel Dey, 2 , ove as commilſary i * 
© Cithada, — — to 


8 in Canada, from April 2, 297 8, to Dec. 24, 


A. 1780. 
4. ( 
460 o © 


g2 © 0 


A. 1780. D E B A . E. 8. | 2p 


Dares, &C. . 4 4. & 
Jan. 14. To Robert Adair, Eſq. for 365 days pay, as inſpector f 
general of the hoſpitals, from Dec. 25, 1778, to Dec. 24, 
- F 
2 2 To Geo. Brindley, Eſq. for 183. days pay, as deputy 
commi ſſary in Ameriga, from April 4, to Oct. 3 following 274 10 & 
1780. Jan. 26. To Lieut, Gen. Willam Amherſt, for his | 2 
additional pay as adjutant general, for 56 days, from Dec. | | 
25, 1778, to Feb. 8, 1779 — 1120 0 


730 oO 0 


To do. for do. as do. for 309 days, from Feb. 19, 1779, to ; 
Dec. 24 following — „ 
9 29. To Lieut. Gen. John Burgoyne, for his pay for the | 
year 1776 1,812 10 0 
Fo 365 days allowance to Major Hayman Rooke, as major = | 
0 to the late 98th regiment of foot, to Dec. 24, 1779 273 15 © 
To 365 days pay of George Munro, Efq. as commiſlary of ð *- 7 
| ſtores in North America to do. — 182 10 a 
To 365 days allowance to Lieut. Col. Birch, in lieu of a > . 
troop of light — to do. — 282 17 6 
To 365 days do. to Major Gen. George Preſton, in lieu of a 24 
9 . troop of light dragoons to do. 292 17 6 


To 365 days do. to Admiral Montague, as governor of New- 
foundland, to March 14, 1779 | 

To one year's allowance to Lewis Lochee, Eſq. being his 
Majetly's bounty for the year 1779 — 


| 1 
1779. Nov. 24. To Lieut. Col. Commandant L. F. Carey, forty 
0 the non com miſſioned ofticers and private men of the 8gth regiment of foot, 
from the reſpeQive dates of their atteſtations to the »8th- of October laſt, 
0 (exclufive) the commencement of their eſtabliſhment 931 0 8 
To the Earl of Harrington, for ſubſiſtence of do. of the 8 th 
regiment of foot, from do. to the zoth Aug. laſt (exclu- 9. 
0 five) the commencement of their eſtabliſhment . 2,096 B 6 
29. To Major Thomas Lifter, for ſubfiſtence of do. of his 
0 corps of light dragoons, from do. to Sept. 4 laſt, (exclu- 21 
five) the commencement of their eſtablihment — r 18 8 
Dec. 31. To Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart. for ſubſiſtence of | | 
0 do, of his corps of foot, from do. to 5 Oct. laſt (exclufive); | 
the commencement of their eſtabhſhment — 
T0 Col. Thomas Keating, for ſubſiſtenee of the non · com- 
miſſioned officers and private men of the 88th regiment of 
foot, from the reſpective dates of their atteſtations to 
oF * r2 OR. laſt (excluſive) the commencement of their eſta- 


253 8 8 


bliſhment 7 7,410 13 6 
1780. Jan. 1. To Col. Anthony St. Leger, for ſubſiſtence Fs 
0 of do. of the 86th regiment of foot, from do. to 30 Sept. . TTY 
laſt, the commencement of their eſtabliſhment 1,349 2' @ 


6. To Earl Fauconberg, for ſubſiſtence of the non-com- 
miſſioned officers and private men of his regiment of foot, 


0 
Te 


e e n 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates, &c. 
from do. to 18:h Nov, laſt (exclufive) the commencemebt 
of their eſtabliſhment | | 


—— — 


A. 178 


4. 
1.261 1 4 


IE 


1779. on g. To Meſſrs. Fittet and co. to enable them to 
reimburſe the non · commiſſioned officers and private men of 
the 15th and 6gth regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made 
for the ſurgeons and paymaſters allowances, — 2; Dec. 
1777, to 24 June, 1778, and for the allowance of bread 

money to the 1 gth regiment from do. to do. 

_ 12 =_ _ to ray yo them to reimbutſe do, 

2 © 4 iment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. » do. © * 

To Mefirs. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe do. of the 
— iment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 

do. to | 

To L. G. Haviland, to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 

- 47th reg, of foct, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do 

To Edward Biſshopp, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 

of the gth and 2gth regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made 
for do. from do, to do. — 


| To Adam Wood, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 


zilt regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. 
ta do. and for the allowance of bread money for do. — 
Jan. 25- To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to reimburſe 
the non-commiſſioned officers and privates of the 24th, 
Auth, and 38th regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for 
the ſurgeons and paymalters allowances, from Dec. 25, 
1777, t June 24, 1778 
To Meſſrs. Meyricks, to enable them to reimburſe do. of 
ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do. to do. 


| Mar. 29. To Meſirs. Heſſe, to enable them to reimburſe do. 


of the zyth regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 

from do. to do. 

| To do. to enable them to reimburſe do. of do. reg. the ſtops, 

made for do. from Dec. 25, 1776, to June 24, 1777 

To Mefirs. Roſs and Gray, to enable them to reimburſe do. 

- ofſundry regts. of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
Dec. * 1778, to June 24, 1778, . 

Apr. 9. To John Lamb, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 

of the 52d regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 

from do to do. 

o Edmund Armftrong, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe 

do. of the Sth regt. of toot, the ſtoppages made for do. 

from do. to do, and for the allowance of bread money 
May 12. Ta Meſſrs. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe 

do. of ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for 

do. from June 25, 177%, to Dec. 24, following - 


— 


74273 13 1 


215 4 8 
i65 13 6 
96 6 10 
96 6 10 
242 16 6 
= $ « 
4 
1,200 12 1 


99 18 2 
96 6 10 


2,367 15 & 


137 10. 9 


1,275 10.10 


30 


9 


F Werner 4 


. 1580, 92 »4t'= 6 


Vates, c. 
To John Lamb, Efq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 


72d. regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do. to do, - - 

o Meſſrs. Biſshopp and Co. to enable them to reimburſe do. 
of ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do.' . bug "EM 
o J-fiah Haudſard, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe the 
non-commiſſioned officers and private men of the 17th and 
45th regiments of foot, the ſioppages made for the ſur- 


c. 24, following 5 A I 
o Meſſrs. Rois and Gray, to enable them to reimburſe do, 
of tundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do, to do. — - 2 
o do. for bread money to recruiting parties, and recruits 
belonging to iundry regiments in the year 1778 - 

o do. for do. to do. in the year 1778 - - 
o Meſirs. Gray and Ogilvie, for do. to the 35th regiment 
of foot, in the year 1778 - . 
28. To Edmund Armftrong, Eſq. to enable him to reim- 
burie the non-commiſſioned officers and private men of 
the 8th regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made ior the ſur- 
* and paymaiter's allowance, from June 25, 1778, to 
c. 24 following - 
June 4. To Meflrs, Cox and Mair, to enable them toreim- 
burſe do. of ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages 

made for do. from Dec. 25, 1777, to 2 24 1779 

o do. to enable them to reimburſe do. of ſundry regi- 
ments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from June 25, 
to Dee. 24, 1778 - — - 
July 1. To E\waid Biſshopp, Eſq. to enable him to reim- 
burſe do. of the 5th and 29th regiments of do. the flop- 
pages made for do. from do, to do. - — 
30. Ty Meſirs. Fitter and Co. to enable them to reimburſe 
do, of the 15th and 6gth regiments of foot, the ſtop- 
pages made for do. from do. to do. - - 
Aug. 5. To A, Wood, Eſq. to enable him to re mburſe do. 


from do. to do. and for their allowance of bread money 
18. To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to reimburſe the non- 
commiſſioned officers and private men of ſundry regi- 
ments of foot, the ſtoppages meide for the ſurgeon and 
paymaſters allowance, from June 25, 1778, to Dec. 24, 
following, and for the allowance of bread money tor the 


years 1776, 1777, and 1778 


of foot, and to ſundry parties of recruits belonging to ſe- 


* 


yeral regiments in barracks * 5 * 


— and pay maſter's allowance, from June 25, 1778, to 


of the 3 iſt regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 


To Meſſrs. Meyrick, for bread money for the 7 gth regiment 


23 
. 4. 4 


137 10 7 


454 23 2 


188 9 2 
2,054 18 4 


146 7 0 
1,572 4 6 


22 7.5 


99 6 4 
2,555 19 x 
2565 16 4 

236 3 9% 

202 10 4 


122 2 10 


440 17 12: 


.CO4 13 © 
504 3 & 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17% 


4 * 4 


J 


Dates, Nr. | 
To Meflrs. Anderſon and Co. to enable them to reimburſe 
the non - commiſſioned officers and private men of the 42d. 
regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeon and 
paymaſter's allowance, from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778, 
d for the allowance of bread money from do. to do. , 150 9 10 
To Fountain Elwyn, Efq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 
of the yoth regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do. - - 
Sept. 1. To Meſſrs. Biſshopp and Co. to enable them to re- 
imburſe do. of ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages 
made for do. from do, to do. and for the allowance of 
bread money to thoſe in barracks - - , 190 18 3 
20. To Kenneth Mackenzie, Eſq. to enable him to reim- 
+ burſe ds. of the 78th regiment of foot, the ſtoppages 
made for do. from Jan. 8, 1778, to June 24, following 137 4 4 
Oc. 20. To Edward Biſshopp, Eſq. to enable him to reim- 
- burſe do. of the gth and 2gth regiments of ioot, the ſtop- 
pages made for do. from Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779, 
Ad f for the allowance of bread money to parties in bar- 
racks 268 19 2 
To Meſſrs Fitter and Co. to enable them to reimburſe do. of 
the 6gth regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do. - - 
To John Lamb, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe the non- 
commiſſioned officers and private men of the 72d regiment 
of foot, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeons and paymaller's 
allowance, from Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 137 10 7 
To Adam Wood, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do, of the 
31{ regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
30. to do. and for the allowance of bread money to do. 141 9 6 Ja 
SH To Meffrs. Anderſon and Co. to enable them to reimburſe | 
do. of the 42d regiment of foot, the ſtoppages made for 


= I 


75 12 4 


116 19 rt 


do. from do. to do. | 166. 
To Meſſrs. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe do. of ſun- T. 
dry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do. to do. . 88 £ 4,6% 2 x 
29. To Joſiah Hanſard, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. Te 
of the 17th and 4gth regiments of foot, the ſtoppages | | 
made for do. from do. to do. and for the allowance o | To 
bread money ro do. — =_ 314 5 3 0 
To Meſlrs. Biſshopp and Co, to enable them to reimburſe 
the non-commithioned officers and private men of ſundry Jar 
regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. and for cke 
allowance of bread money, from Dec. 25, 1778, to June t 
- - $ 


To Riel. * | 1,194 17 
To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, to enable them to reimburſe do. : 
of ſundry — of foot, the ſtoppages made for do. 


from do, to do. — "MPS, 3,0 y 


ov. 


7 tes, &c. 
Nor. 3. To Edmund Armſtrong, my to enable him to re- 


imburſe do. of the 8th -—+ of Soot, the Roppages 

made for do. from do. 

17, To Meſlrs. Cox and Mair, for the Amend of bread 
money to ſundry — of foot, r June 2 5. 1776, 
to Dec. uf 1778 

Nov. 24. To Meſfrs Roberts, to * them to 0 
the — officers and private men of ſundry 
regiments « of foot, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeon and 
paymaſter's allowance, from Dec. 255 1778, to June 255 
177 

To Men. Meyrick, for the 9 of bread money to 
the 75th regiment of foot, from Jan. 3, 1779, to May 3, 
following, and for * parties for fix WEIR * 
June 1779 

Jan. 26, 1780. To Mefirs. Adair and Co. to enable en = 

reimburſe the non-commiſſioned officers and private men of 

ſundry regiments of foot, the ſtoppages made for the 


19 


to Dec. 24, 1779 
2 To Meſſrs. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe do. of de- 
tachment of foot guards, and ſundry regiments of ſoot, 


the ſtoppages made for _ from June 255 1779, to Dec. 


t 24, following 
To Meſſrs. Fitter and Co. to enable them to reimburſe do. 
of the 6gth regiment of foot, we ſtoppages made = do. 
from do, to do. | 


ſurgeon and paymaſter's EINE: from 12 255 777 | 


„*. 


8 
C. . d. 


4 


1t6 19 10 
1,750 11 8 


329 16 10 


0 


279 6 xr 


1,487 13 2 


- 


1,621 7 8 


116 19 11 


32,219 11 71 


— 


= Jan 29, 1779. To Colonel Hodges, to enable him to nber the non -· com- 
on officers ànd private men of the Surrey militia, the N made 


for the ſurgeon and paymaticrs: —— from Mar. 26, to 


778 
0 
| To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to nbi do. of the 
north battallion of the: Devonſhire — the 2 
1 made for do. from do. to do. 
To Colonel Henry Herbert, to enable him to reimburſe do. 
of the Wiltſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. to do. 


To Lord Viſcount Mountſtuart, to enable him to reimburſe - 


= do. of the _ miliria, the er made = 
do, to do. | 
Jan. 29. To the Duke of Devonſhire, to enable him to re- 


imburſe the noncommiſſioned officers and private men of 


the Derbyſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeons 
' 8 and paymaſter's allowance from Mar. 26, to yu 24, 


177 
To the Earl of Cholmondeley, to enable him to reimburſe 


q Vox. XVII. 
Ko N 


une 7 


55, 4 


35 19 3 


55 0 6 
26 17 8 
= 


39 19 -2$ 
do. 


| PARLIAMENTARY 

Dates, &c. 
do. of the Eaſt regimen 

Sor do. from do. to do. 

Feb. 12. To Thorhas Brockſbank, 
imburſe do. of the eaſt regimett of Middleſex militia, the 

es made for do. from do. to do. 

to enable him to reimbo 

zuffolk militia, 


t of militia, the oppages made 
Go do enable Mini to re. 


rle do. of bB 
the ſtoppages made for 


ſo Tho Willis, 
eaſt regiment 
do. from do. to do. Lell | 
Mar. 29. To Simon: Halliday,  Efq. to enable him to reim 
burſe do. of the Somerſetſhire Militia, the ſtoppages made 
from do. to do. | BD ' 73 | | 
To Meſſrs. Biſsho 
of the Huntin 
dq; from do. to do ; 
To. J. Purrier, Eſq;, to enable bim to rei 
of the north battallion of the Hampſhire militia, the 
ſtoppages made for da. from do. to do. 
Apr. 9. To William Field, Eſq. to ena 
do, of the eaſt and welt batzalions of the Eſſex militia, 
the ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. 
To Vincent Mathias, Eg. to enable him to reimburſe 
of the Dorſerſhire aud Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire militia, the 
pages made for do. from do. to do. 
to enable him to 
Cambridgeſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do, to do. 
15. To John Pallard, 


and Co. to enable ihem to teimburſe do. 
pſnire militia; the s made for 


wburſe do. 


ble him to ** 


imburſe do. of the a 


Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe the 

- non-commiſſioned officers and private men of the Worceſ- 
— 4erſhire. militia, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeon and 
pay maſter's allowance, from Mar. 26, to June 24, 1778 
To Meſſrs. Biſshopp and Co. to enable them to reimburſe 
ſundry regiments of militia, the ſtoppages made 
from do. to do. - - 
To John Fenwick, Efq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 
ſundry regiments of militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 


22 f 24 
To Mefirs. Meyrick, to enable th 
a Leicefterſhire and Warwickſhire militia 
made for do. from do. to do. 
To John Powell, Eſq, to enable him to reimburſe do. of 
the Bedfordſhire and Weſt Middleſex 
pages made for. do. from do. to do. | 
29. To Meſſrs. Thomas and Roberts, to enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of the: Brecknockſhire and Radnorſhire mi 
the ſtoppage made ſor do. from do. to do. a 
430. To John Martin, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 


the ſtoppages made for do. 


em to reimburſe do. of the 
„che ſtoppages 
- i. @& 


militia, the ſtop- 
| 9 . 


of the Weſt Kent niilitia 
Arom do. to do. 


39 14 
217 14 
21 14 
80 19 
66 4 


21 10 


34 


— 4 


/ 


0 


May 


ks ue. 

May 12. To Keene Stables, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe 
de. of the Ncrchampronſhir: militia, the ſoppages made 
for do. from do. to do. 

To James Ballard, Eſq. to enable bim to W ai do. of the 
Worceſterſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do, from 
from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 - 

To John Martin, Eſq, to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 
welt battalion of t e Kent — the * made for 
do. from do. to do. 

To George Auſt, Eſq. to enable bim to reimburſe the __ 
commanding officers and private men of the Cambridge- 
ſhire militia, the Roppages. made for the ſurgeon and pay- 
paymaſter's allowance, from June 25, to Dec, 24, 177 

To George Snowden, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe ds. of 
the -— ns, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do, to do. 

To Vincent Mathias, Eſq. to enable him to rezmbrrſe ds. of 
the Dorſet and Eaſt Riding of Yockſhire wine the dop- 
pages made for do. from do. to do. 

To George Blount, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſs do. of 
the Cheſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. 
to do. 

To Thomas Lloyd, to able him to ceimburſe do. of the 
Cornwall militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from Mar, 
26, to June 24, 1778 is 

To do. to enable him to reimburſe do. of do. militia, the 
ſtoppages made for do. from June 25, to Dec. 23, 1778 

9 To Metis. Adair ahd Co. to enable them to reimbirſe do. of 
ſundry regiments of Wes,” the Koppages may for do, 
from do. io do. 

To Meſſrs. Fitter” and Co. ro enable them to reimback do, 

of the Surrey militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 

do. to do. 


%3 


— 


Jo John Owens, Efq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of | 
the Denbighſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. pa 


Mar. 26, to June 24, 1778 
3 To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to mien do. of the 


Durham and Merionethſhire mils, the,  oppages mayo 


for do, from do. to do. 
3% Ma ay 12, To Meſlrs. Roberts, to calls them to reimbaiſe 
© 


non-commithoned officers and private men of the Dur- 


ham and Merionethſhire regiments of militia, the ſtoppages 

7 made for the ſurgeon aud N allowance, from 
June 25, to Dec, 24, 177 

To Meſſrs. Biſshapp and Co. to enable chem to reimburſe 


0 do. of the Huntingdonſhire militia, * ſtoppages made | 


Mari for do. from do. to do. 
To John Fenwick, Eſq: to enable Ut to reimburſe do. of 
- 


"= PARLIAMENTARY, 


Dafes, &c. 

ſundry regiments of militia, the Roppages made for fo, 
from do. to do. 

To Charles Bembridge, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 


from Mar. 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 
To John Lamb, Fa- to enable Him to reimburſe do, of the 
arc militia, the ſtoppages moe for do. from June 
, to Dec. 24 1778 
' Purrier, E Eſq, to enable him to Win erde do. of the 
2 battalion It the Hampſhire in, the Roppages 
made {or do. from do. to do. 

To Meflr:, Thomas and Roberts, to enable them to reimbujſe 
* of the N ang Radnorſhire militia, the 

pages made for do, from do. to do. 

To ans, Conway and Peart, to enable them to reimburſe 
* of the narth Battalion of the Lincolnſhire militia, the 

pages made for do. from do, to do. 
o Thomas Willis, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 
the weſt regiment of Suffolk 1 * 1 Roppages made 
for do. trom Mar. 26 ** une 24, 1 - 

P: To Mefirs. 1 and W aude, to 1M them to reim- 
burſe do. of t £ \ Weſt Ridin of the Yorkſhire milicia, the 
ſtoppages made for do. from Mar. 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 

To Jefiah Hanſard, , Efq- to enable him to reimburſe the non- 

* commiſſioned officers and private men of the 2d Weſt 
riding of Yor 
ſurgeon and paymaſter's allowance, 
Dec. 24, 1778 


om Mar, 26, to 


pages made for do, from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 


do. of the Somerſetſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for 
do. from do. to do, 


45. of the Denbigſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do, 
Fo John Ruſſell, Eſq. to enable ii to reimburſe do. of the 
©  Glamorgavſhirg militia, the Roppages 1 made for do. from 
do. to do. 


of the Hertfordſtire militia, the ſloppages made for do. 
from 90. to do. 
2. To Kecne Stables, Eſq, to enable him to relmborſe do, 
of the Northam e mil, the Roppages made for 
do. fem do. to 


— 


of the Staffordſhire militia, the Roppages made for a; 


ire militia, the . made for the 
To Thomas Brookſbank, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. | 
of the caſt regiment of the Middleſex militia, the ſtop- 


10 28. To Simon Halliday, Eſq. to cnable him to reimburſe 


Jure 5 To Jobn Owens, Eſq. to endl him to Ware e 
To Edmund Armſtrong, Eſq. to enable bibs to ark do. 


Jo _ Powell, Elg. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the "Hp 


* 4, d, 
3415 © 


112 19 11 


106 13 3 


69 5 9 


36 9 10 


81 13 10 


34 14.. 3 


323. Hl 


| A 


80 


J: 


Db E BAT E s. 


. 1780. 


Dates, &c. YO | . | 
weſt regiment of Middleſex militia, the ſtoppages made 
for do. from do, to do, - . WY Oe 
uly 8. To John Radcliffe, Eſq, to enable him to reimburſe 
do. of the ſouth battalion of the Devonſhire miliiia, the 
ſtoppages made for do. from Mar. 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 
5. To Meſſis. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe do, 
of the Leiceſterſhire and Warwickſhire militia, the ſtop- 
ages made for do. fram June 25, to Dec. 24, 1779 
To Henry Critchet, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe the 
non-commuiſlioned officers and private men of the Welt- 
minſter militia, the ttoppages made for the ſurgeons and 
paymaſter's allowance, from Mar, 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 
Sept. 1. To Meſſrs. Bisſhopp and Co. to enable them to re- 
imburſe do. of ſundry regiments of militia, the ſtoppages 
made for do. from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778, and for the 
allowance of bread money to the Northumberland militia 
20. To William Field, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 
of the eaſt and weſt regiments of Eſſex militia, the ſtop- 
pages wade for do. from do. to do. and for the allowance of 
read money ta do. - 2 
30. To Meſſrs. Peart and Conway, to enable them to reim+ 
burſe do. of ſundry regiments of militia, the ſloppages 
made for do. from Mar. 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 
To William Moone, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 


10 


10 


pages made for do. from do. to do. - 

Oct. 14. To Meſirs. Peart and Conway, to enable them to 
reimburſe do. of ſundry regiments of militia, the ſtop- 
pages made for do, from Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 

To Henry Critchett, Eſq. to — him to reimburſe do. of 

do. to do. | | My" —_ 

o Keene Stables, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 

the Northamptonſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 

from do. to do. 3 | 27 

o George Snowdon, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. 

* the Derbyſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
o. to do. ry © - 

o John Martin, Eſq. te enable him to reimburſe the non- 

> © Wl commiſſioned officers and private men of the welt battal:vn 

of the Kent militia, the ſtoppages made for the ſurgeon 


and paymaſter's allowance, from Dee, 25, 1778, to June 


8 24, 1779 


To John Owens, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 


the Denbighſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
559 do. to do. 1 - PI 4 
bo Meſſts. Fitter and Co. to enable them to reimburſe do. of 


the eaſt and weſt regiments of Norfolk militia, the ſtop- 


the Weſtminſter militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 


101 © 1 
165 10 11 
106 3 5 


. 
1 


791 9 7 


223 r 79 


- = 
— — — — ä Y—— 
— — — 


30 PARLIAMENTARY, 


Dates, &c, 


the Surry militia, 2 ſtoppages pads for do. from do. 
to do, 


To John Lamb, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe FRY of | 


the Wiltſhire militia — ſtoppages ane for * from 
do. to do. - 

To Vincent Mathias, Eſq. to enable him to > reimburſe do. of 
the Dorſetſhire and Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire nn me 
ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. 


To George Blount, Eſq. to enable him to reltiurſe do. of 


the Chefhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. 
to do. 

To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to reimburſe 45. of the 
Merionethſhire militia the Roppager i made for do. from do. 
to do. 

To John Ruſſell, Efq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 
Glamorganſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 

© do. to do. | 

To George Auſt, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the 
Cambridgeſhire a the ſoppages made for do. oh 
do. to do, 


To William Field, Eſq. to enable him to ts the * 


commiſſioned officers and private men of the eaſt and weſt 
regiments of the Eſſex milicia, the ſtoppages made for 

the ſurgeon and paymaſter's owner, from Dec. 2 5. 
1777, to June 24, 1 


79 
To Jokah Hanſard, Eſq. to enable him to Smberſs do. of | 


the two Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire — the Roppages 
made for do. frbm do. to do. 

To John Powell, Eſq. to enable him to relwbyrſe- do. of 
the weſt regiment o Middleſex and the Bedfordſhire mili- 
tia, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. 

To Meſſis. Adair and Co. to enable them to reimburſe do. of 
ſundry regiments of _— the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do. 

22. To James Ballard, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe da. 


of the Worceſterſhire N the ſtoppages made for 40. 


trom do. to do. 

29. To T homas Lloyd, Eſq. to b them to reimburſe 
do. of the Cornwall militia, the Loppages made for . 
from do. to do. 

Nov ov. 3. To Meſſrs. Mevricks, to ineble them to nber 
do. of the Leiceſterſhire and Warwickſhire militia, the 
ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. | - 


Jo John Fenwicke, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of 


ſundry regiments of — the ſtoppages made for do. 
from do. to do. 


- To Edmund 1 Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe 


p 


12 


10 


780. FEIN TE 

g Dates, &c. 3 va | * r ä . 
do. of the Hertfordſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for 

do, from do. to do. A > 


o Simon Halliday, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe the non- 
commiſſioned officers and private men of the Somerſetſhire 


80 


allowance, from Dec: 25, 1778, te June 24, 1779, and for 
the allowance of bread money to do. = 
o Meſſrs T. and W. Maude, to enable them to reimburſe 
do. of the 1ſt. regiment of the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire-. 
militia, the ſtoppages made for do. from do. to do. - 
1. To Mefirs. Biſshopp and Co. to enable them to reim- 
burſe do. of the ſundry. regiments of militia, the ſtop- 
pages made for do. from do. to do. and for the allowance of 
bread money to the Northumberland militia - 


do. of the eaſt regiment of Middleſex militia, the ſtop- 
pages made for do. from do. to do. - 


ſundry regiments of militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 


from do. to do. 


of the Staffordſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do, from 
do. to do. — — 


made for do. from do. to do. 


5 # 1 


. eaſt and weſt regiments of Suffolk militia, the ſtoppages 
made for do. from 25 June to 24 Dec, 1779 — 


z Nes. 24. 1779. To Thomas Willis, Eſq. to enable him to 
reimburſe the non-rommiliened officers. aud private men of 


the eaſt and welt regiments of Suffolk militia, the ſtoppages 


bolt made for the ſurgeon and paymaſter's allowance, from z9 


Dec. 1778, to 24 June, 1779 


1780. Jan, 6. To Charles Bembridge, Eſq. to enable him % 


3 4 reimburſe do. of the Staffordfhire, militia, the ſtoppages 
made for do. from 25 June to 24 Dec. 1779 — 


14. To Keene Stables, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe:do; of 
9 1 the Northamptonſhire militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 


from do. ro do. *- 


| — — — 921 2 
To John Martin, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe do. of the — 
1 welt battalion of the Kent militia, the ſtoppages made for 


do. from do. to do. — PRE 


To Mefirs. Adair and Co. to enable them to reimburſe. do. of 
2 958 fundry regiments of militia, the ſtoppages made for do. 


from do. to do. 


19. To Meſſrs. Fitter and Co. coal. 1 2 ; 


18 0. of the Surrey milicia, the ſtoppages made for do. from 
do. to do. apa 


militia, the ſtoppages made for the ſyrgeon and paymaſter a 


To Thomas Brookſbank, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe. 
17. To Meſſrs. Roberts, to enable them to reimburſe do. — iy 
o Charles Bembridge, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe.do. Phy 
o John Radcliffe, Eſq. to enable him to reimburſe dog of 


the ſouth battalion of the Devonſhire militia, the ſtoppages 
4. To Thomas. Willis, to enable him to reimburſe do. of he 


149 For the do. of the north batralion of the Devonſhire do. from 


July 5 To ſundry WIT ſervice; from 25 Dec. 


Hs r, 1779. For the marches, &c. of the welt battalion of e Eſſex militia, 


219. For the do. of the Somerſerfhire do. from 30. to * 


mb ef the een ee do. fem dots * 


. For the do. of the Duke of Buccleugh's fencible men, — 5 


32 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1780. 


Dates, &c+ * | | 4 * 4 
26, To Meſſts. Meyrick, to enable them to reimburſe do. of 
the Leiceſterſhire and Warwickſhire — the ſtoppages ö 
3 for do. from do. to do. iD —— rn 


ne. 


„ 8 
1779. Feb. 3. To ſundry agents, to be by them over and applied ro the 
ie of the private men of the reſpective regiments, batallions, and corps of 


© militia, as an equivalent to the pounda ducted from the pay of the el. 
ſective private men of the regiments of foot guards and marching regiment; 
of infantry on — eſtabliſhment, from 26 March, 1778, to 24 Dec. 
following. . — — 12,584 1 6 


2 * 


77 to 24 June, 1779 — 4% 81 227 


— — — 


from 20 March, to 24 June, 1778 152 8 2 
For the do. of tbe eaſt battalion of do. from 855 mene: 
25. For the do. of the Surrey do. from do. to do. — rog 18 8 
SB the do. of the fouth battalion of the Hampſhire do. from 
do. to do. 
For the do. of the Derbyſtire do. from do. k 146 6 10 
29- For the do. of the ſouth battalion of the Devonſhire do. 


from do. to do. | - 64 12 © 
For the do. of the Shropſhire do. from do. to do. 4. 168 11 r 
Feb. 26. For the do. of the Lancaſhire do: from do. to do. 277 1 488" 
For the do. of the Huntingdonſhire do. from do. to do. 75 1 3; 2 
Mar. f 5. For the do. of the north battalion of the —_—— 4 
do. from do. to do. ; — — | 48 3 «2 


29. For the do. of the Hertfordſhire do. from do. to do. 


' do. to do. 
Apr. 29. For the doi of the north battalion of the Glouceſ- 
© terſhire do. from do. to do. 0 5 


For the do. of the eaſtern battalion of the Norfolk — from n 
do. to do. 


June 25, to Dee. 24, 1778 

30. For the do. of the weſt battalion of the Kent wilits 
from Mar. 26, to June 24, 1778 

For the do. of ths Onnen höre de. from do. to. de. 

For the do. of the Flintſhire do. from do. to do. — 

For do. do. of the Durham do. from do. to do. — 

For the do. of the Rutlandſhire do. from do. to do. 

May 20. For the do. of the aps mae do. from Juve 
25, to Dec. 24 1778 | 


” -- 


1 6 


\. 1780. 5 E B A T E 8. 


% the do. of the 1d Weſt Riding of Fendi do. them 


Mar. 26, to Dec. 24, 1778 
or the do. of the weſt battalion of Norfolk do. from FR 


ra do, 82 


*. 


or the marches of the ſouth battalion at the Glouceſterthite 


militia, from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 
8. For the South battalion of the Devonſhire do. fron do. 


to do, 
or the do. of the north battalion of the — 40. 


from do. to do. 
or the do. of the Shropſhire do. from do. to do. — 
pr do. of the Weſt Middleſex de. from do. to do . 
ne 9. For the do. of the 3 — do. from do. 
to do. < 
or the do. of the Dorſetſhire do. — do. to do. pu 
pr the do. of the welt battalion of the Kent do; from do; 
to do, 


or the do. of the 2d Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire do. from 
Mar. 25, to June 24, 1978 | 

pr the do. of the Denbighſhire do. from do. to do. 
or the do. of the do. from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 

pr the do. of the north battalion of the Lincolnſhire do, 
from Mar. 26, to June 24, 1778 - - 

or the do. of the ſouth battalion of do. from do. to do. 

r the do. of the * do. from * 25, to _ 


24, 1778 
r the do. of the Warwickſhire do; from 4 to do - 


For th: do. of the eaſtern battalion of the Norfolk do. 
om do. to do. 

For the do. of the Bedfordibite do. froin do. to 4 

ly 1, For the do. of the Derbyſhire do. from do. to do. 
r the do. of the Surrey do. from do. to do. - 


For the do. of the Cheſhire do. from do. to do. 

r the do. of the Buckinghamfhire do. from do. to do. 

r the do. of the Suſſex do. from do. to do. 

For the do. of the Eaſt * of Yorkſhire do. from 
io, to do. 

the do. of the „ do. from * to do. 

the do. of the eaſtern battalion of the Eſſex do. from 


lo. to do. 
the do, of the weſtern denen of do. from hs to do. 


the marches of . militia, from June 2 8 to 
Dec. 24, 1778 
g. 13. For the do, of the Northamptonſhire do. from do, 


o do. 
the do. of the — battalion of the Lizcoluttire do. 


rom do. to do. 


L. XVII. F 


r the do. of the Leiceſterſhire do. from do. to do. 5 


331 


14. % <> 


332 T 
46 17 
210 18 
123 6 
349 18 


6 


* 


168 10 10 
208 13 0 


28 
110 2 


151 16 2 


33! 


9 10 


80 10 0 
62 11 1x 


146 12 7 
147 5 2 


58 16 10 


361 8 


114 18 
316 10 
217 3 
167 6 
137 3 
250 6 
147 19 
344 12 


153 12 
Ibg 14 


116 16 
287 * 


364 3 
251 13 
125 7 


For 


3 
9 
3 
a 
T 
o 
6 
9 
3 
4 
4 
4 
8 


1 A 


34 
Dates, &c. 


FARLIAMENTARY 


For the do. of the weſt battalion of the Suffolk do. from 


do. to do. 


18. For the do. of the ſouth batkalion of the en 
do. from do. to do. 
For the do, of the 2d. Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire do. from 


do. to do. 


25. For the do. of the eaſtern Fettalkon of the Kent do. 


* from do. to do. 


| For the do. of the Cormarthendiire do. from Mar. 26. to 


Dec. 24, 


1778 


For the 45. of the eaſtern battalion of * from 


* June 2 


to Dec. 24 17 
Sept 8. For the do. of the Weſtminſter militia, from Mar. 
26, to Dec. 24, 17 


78 


78 


20. For the do. of the Wiltſhire do. from Mar. 2b, to Jane 


24, 177 


For the do. of the do. from June 2 
For the do. of the Lancathire do.” 


, to Dec. 24, n 


— do. to do. 


For the do. of the ſouth n of the — do. 


from do. to do. 


27. For the do. of the eaſt regiment of Middleſex do: from 


do. to do. 


For the do. of the north battalion of the Glouceſterſhire 


do. from do. to do. 


For the do. of the Radnorſhire do. from Mar. 26, to June 


24, 1778 


For the do. of che Rutlandſhire do. from June 25, to Dec. 


78 


24, 17 
For the do. of the 55 do. from Mar. wy to 
Dec. 2, 1778 
* For the do. of the Staffordſhire. do. from do. to do. 
or the do of the Flintſhire do. from do. ro do. 
Oct. 6. For the do. of the Herefordſhire do. from Mar. 0 


to June 24, 1778 


For the do. of the weſt regiment of fencible men, from 
Apr. 25, 1778, to Dec. 24, following 
29. For the marches of the Montzo: neryſhire militia, from 


June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 
Forthe do. of the Herefordſhire do. t_ do. to do. 


For the do. of the e r do. from Mar. 26, to 


June 24, 1778 


Nov. 17. For the do. of the Somerfſetſhire do. from lane 28, 


to Dec, 24, 1778 


24. For the do, of the Radnorfhire do. from do. to * 
29. For the do. of the Merionethſhire do. ſrom Mar, 26, to 


Dec. 24, 1 


1778 
For do. of the Sembrokethire do. from ha, to 3 


Ir 


1780 


Dates, &c. 
ec. 10. For the do. of the Eaſt Riding of Yorkſhire do. 


from Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 - 

or the do. of the Dorſetſhire do. from do. to do. — 
or the do. of the Worceſterſhire do. from do. to do. 

or the do. of the Carnarvonſhire do. from do. to do. — 
or the do. of the Cheſhire do. from do. to do. — 
or the do. of the Derbyſhire do. from do. to do. - 
or the do. of the eaſtern battalion of the Kent do. from do. 
to do. - 


do. to do. - 


11 
or the do. of the weſtern battalion of do. from do. to do. 
11 For the do. of the Shropſhire do. from do. to do. - 
For the do. of the ſouth battalion of the Glouceſterſhire 
18 do. from do. to do. - 


or the do. of the north battallion of the Devonſhire "NY 
from do. to do. 

or the do. of the ſouth battalion of this Lincolnſhire ao. from 
do. to do, - 
or the do. of the north lation of do. Bonn do. to do. 

3. For the do. of the weftern battalivn of the Kent do. 


from do, to do. - - : D s 
, 16 Wor the marches, &c. of the Suſſex — from Dec. 25, 
"7% to June 24, 1779 - 


For the do. of the Bedfordſhire do. regen do. to do. 
. or the do. of the weſtern battalion of the Middleſex do. 
from do. to do. — — 


pf 
For the do. of the Cumberland ha! from do. to do. - 
s 6 = r. 1780. For the do. of the r N do. from 
o. to * 5 5 * 


b. For the do. of the 1 do. ſrom do. to do. 


T I; 

- 1 For the do. of the Hereforihhire do. from do. to do, 

7 4 For the do. of the Nottinghamſhire do. from do. to do. 
19. For the do. of the 22 do. from June 25, 1778, to 


Dec. 24, following - 


* Wor the do. of the Cornwall ds from March 26, to Dec. 
3 24, 1778 - - 

26, For the do, of the Sutherland regiment of fencible men, 
Til from Feb. 8, 1779, to June 24, following — 
6b 1 For the do. of the ſouthern regiment of do, | from Dec. 25, 

1778, to June 24, 1779 - 

37 | For the do, of the Leiceſterſhire milleia, from do. to do. 
o8 | 
" uly 8, 1779. To Col. Lord Rivers, for camp verehre, 
78 provided tor the Dorſetſhire militia — 1 
88 F 2 g 


or the do. of the: eaſtern battalion of the Effex do. from 


19,608 8 19 5 


176 
187 1 6 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Dares, &c. 

To Col, Blackwell, for do. provided for the north battalion 
of che Glouceſterſhire do. 

To Earl Powis, for do. provided for the Eaſt Riding of the 

orkſhire do. 


ny To Earl Cholmondeley, for do. provided i for the Cheſhire do, 


15. To Col. Conway, for do. provided ior the Warwick- 

* ſhire do. 

29. To the Duke of Rutland, for do. provided for the Lei- 
ceſterſhire militia 

To Captain Herbert Jones, for do. provided for the Angle- 
ſey militia 

To Col. Paul Orchard, for do. provided for the north batta- 
lion of the Devonſhire do. 

—_ Col. Henry Herbert, tor do. provided for the Wilthire 

| tro 

Aug. 5. To Col. Maiſter, for do. Pee for the Eaft 
Bang ot Vorkſhire do. 

To Lord Neu botough, for do. provided for the Carmar- 
thenſhire do. 

To Lord Clive, for do. provided for the Shropſhire "Te 

_ Major Owen, for do. Hy tor the Pembroke@ire 

tto 

To the Duke of Dorſet, for FY provided for the weſt batta- 
lion of th Kent militia 

13. To Col. Vanſittart, fur do. provided for the Berkſhire do. 

25. To the Ear] of Plymouth, for do. provided for * 
* Glamorganſhire do. 

' To Col. John Cooke, for do. —— for the weſt regiment 
of Middleſex do. 

To Col. Watſon Ward, for do. provided for the Cambridge: 
ſhire do. 

* Col. Letchmore, for do. provided for the Worceſterſhire 

itto 

To Col. Gilbert Caldicot, * do. provided for the 80 bat - 
talion «<1 the Lincolnſhire militia 

To the Earl of Winchelſea, for do. provided for the Rut- 
landſhire do. 

To the Duke of Richmond, for do. provided for the Suſſex 


ditto 
To Sir John Wodehouſe, for FY pony for the eaſtern 
© battalion of the Norfolk do. 
"Pept: 1. To Lord George Sutton, for do. provided for the 
ottinghamſhire mibria 
To the Dake of Beaufort, for do. provided for the Mon- 


' mouthſhire do. 
IT o Col. Jeremiak __ for do. Pee for the Surrey 
ditto 


4%. "I - 


N q 
dy = 0 1 A N 
% 
:, . 
: 
— 
* 
* 
| 


i DEA r 


"Un 
2 


„„ 4. 
the 6 Pen of Orford, for do. provided for the W a * 
6 WWbattalion of the Nortolk militia 127 18 6 
To Col. Chriſtopher Neville, for do. provided for the 
6 ſouth battalion of the Lincolnſhire do. 152 9 © 
. To the Duke of Devonſhire, for do. provided for the — 
Derbyſhire do. 153 12 6 
col. Skottow, for do. eee for the Buckinghamſhire | 
ditto 201 11 © 
6. To Sir Chriſtopher Treiſe, for do. provided for the coc 
wall do. 160 7 © 
9c. 6. To Lord Beauchamp, for do. provided for two vo- 
lunteer companies of the Warwickſhire do. 74 16 © 
or. 11. To the Earl of Suſſex, tor do. provided for the 
Northamptonſhire do. 160 ᷣ 2 0 
oo Sir Simeon Stuart, for do. provided for the ſouth batta- 
lion oi the Hampſhire do. 136 2 0 
| oF- To Major John Jones, ur do, provided for the Radnor- 
ſhire: do, - 49 4 6 
5 — ä— 
0 4,508 11 3 


_ 


xceedings of the ſum voted for the cloathing of the militia, for the year 


| þ 1779. 

= 
an. 7. To Earl Berkley, for cloathing for the additional com- 

» bY pany to the ſouth battalion of the Glouceſterſhire militia 174 9 7 
5. To Sir James Lowther, for do. for the additional do. to | 


the Weſtmoreland do. - 176 11 3 
ay 2t. To compleat a warrant of this date for 
2,104l. 11s. 8d. for the cloathing of the North "A of 
Yorkſhire do. - 1,170 4 6 


| To the Duke of Grafton, for charkng the eaſt battalion a 
the Suffolk militia _ 1,395 16 $ 
To Captain Worſley, ſor do. of the ine of Wight company | 
of militia 174 9 7 
. To Col. Chauvel, for do. for the additional company * 
the Weſtminſter do. militia 182 © 10 
o Lord Pager, for do. for the do. to the Staffordſhire do. 224 17 1 
o Col. Goate, for cloathing of the eaſt battalion of the 
e Wl Suffolk do. 1,395 16 8 
: 0 the Duke of Chandos, for do. of the north e of | 
che Hampſhire do. 1,395 16 8 
Hug. 18. To Col. James Lowther, for cloathing for the ad- + 
7 HH Gitional company of the Cumberland do. 182 0 10 


o Lord Beauchamp for do. for the additional do. to the 
Warwickſhire do, - — 179 10 


25. 


—— — —ẽ 2 CE —Alᷣꝛ — — 
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38 PARLIAMENTARY 


Dates, &c. 
To Sir Simeon Stuart, for do. of * South of 
the Hampſhire do. 
To Col. Rebow, for do. for the do. to the eaſt regiment of 
Efſex, do. 
To the Earl of Rochford, for & for the do. to the wel 
iment of do. 
To Duke of Chandos, for do. "Al the additional com pe- 
ny to the north battalion of the Hampſhire 
To the Duke of Beaufort, for do. for the do. to the Mon- 
mouthſhire do. 
To the Duke of Grafton, for is for the do. to the ſb 
battalion of the Suffolk do. 
1. To Lord Algernon Percy, for do. for the do. to the 
Northumberland do. 
8. To Col. Tuffaell, for do, for the do. to the caſt regiment 
of Middleſex do. 
20. To Lord Beauchamp, for do. for the do. to the War- 
wickſhire do, 
Oct. 6. To the Earl of Orford, "Toy do. for the do. to * 
weſt regiments of Norfolk miktia 
— 11. To the Earl of Suſſex, ſor go. for the do. to * 
Northamptonſhire do. 
To Col. Hodges, for do. for the do. to th Surrey 4 
To the Earl of Upper Offory, tor a” for the do. to Ihe 
Bedfordſhire do. 
To do. for do. for the do, to do. 
To Col. George Cooke, for do. for the do. to the weſt reg 
ment of Middleſex do, 
To Lord Beauchamp, for do. for the do, to the Warw ck 
- ſhire do. 
To Sir James Lowther, for 0. for the do. to the Weſt- 
morland do. 
To Col. Sawbridge, for do. "= the do. to tlie eaſt a 
lion of the Kent do. 
Dec. 10. Lo the Earl of Suſſex, * do for the do. to the 
Northamptouſhire do. 
To Col. Maiſter, for do. for the do, to the Eaſt RIG of 
Yorkſhire militia 
To the Duke of Rutland, for do. for the do. to the Lei. 
- ceſterſhire do. 
To Col. George Cooke, tor do. for ihe do, to the weſt reg 
ment of Middieicx do. 
To Col. J. Middleton, tor do. for the 5 to the Deybigh- 
ire do. 
an. 26, 1780. To the Earl of Rochford, for do, for we do. 
to che weſt battalion ot the Eſſex do, 


Fa” 7 
— 


* 


A. 17 
4. & 
174 9 
174 9 
1714 9 
1/4 9 
174 9 

224 17 
179 10 
192 2 
179 10 
174 9 
184 11 
230 12 
182 0 
189 12 
189 12 
184 11 
182 0 
197 3 
114 11 
174 9 
184 6 
189 F 

7 
182 0 


D E BAT E s. | 39] 


tes, &c. C. „% ia 
9 n. 21, 1779. To Col. Tuffnell, for the contingement 
diſburſement of the eaſt regiment of Middleſex militia, 2 
9 from Mar. 26, to June 24, 1778 125 9 
ar. 15, To Meſſrs. Adair and Co, for do. for the Pembroke: 
9 ſhire do, from do. to do. 88 
ug. 5. To the Duke of Grafton, for _ for the wy re- | 
g giment of Suffolk militia, from do. to do. 58 © 
ept. 27. To Captain Herbert Jones, for do. of the 
9 Angleſey militia, from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 74 9 
o Lord Newborough, for do. of the Carnarvonſhire do. | 
from do. to do. 66 7 


o Col. Paul Orchard, for do. of the north battalion of the 
Devorſhire militia, from do. to do. 173 14 9 
ec. 10. To the Earl of Derby, for do. of the Lancaitien 


4 militia, from June 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 219 7 
o Lord Algernon Percy, for do. of the Northumberland do. 

© from do. to do. - - 159 2 Is 
To Col. Skottow, for do. of the Buckinghamſhire do. from 


do. to do. 188 1 0 
an. 25, 1780. To Col. Chauvel, for do. of the Weſninter 


do. trom Dec. 25, 1778, to June 24, 1779 — 211 E 3 


1,364 13 13.8 10 


Apr. 15, 1779. To General Burgoyne, to replace ſundry 
accoutrements belonging to the 16th regiment of dragoons, 
delivered by order of the commander in chief to the quar- 
ter maſter general at New York $83 17 55 

July 29. To Major General Gray, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to the 28th regiment of foot, taken by the ene · 
my in North America, in the campaign 1778 - 93 5 & 

Aug. 5. To the Earl of Loudon, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to a detachmen: of. the zd regiment of foot 
guards, loft on ſervice againſt the rebels during do. aam- 

So — — - 138 16 & 
To Major General Vaughan, to replace ſundry do. be- | 

agg to the 46th regiment of foot, taken by the ene- 

my in North America 44 6 @& 

Sept. 20. To Lord John Murray, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to the 42d regiment ot foot, loſt on ſervice gue | 

| the rebels in North Ameriea in 1778 I04 o 8 

Oct. 14. To Earl Waldegrave, to replace ſundry do. be- C 
longing to the Coldſtream regiment of foot guards, loſt Ob >. 
on ſervice againſt the rebels in North America in 1778 - 66 10 £© 

22. To General james Abercrombie, to replace ſundry do. 

| 


: belonging to the 44th regiment of foot, loſt on ſervice | 
| again the rebels in North America in 1778 40 15” 
| Nov, 11, To Major General Vaughan, to replace ſandry N 


n 


Dt 
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| . _ frorehouſe at New York, Aug. 3, 1778 - 

T0 Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, to replace ſundry do. belonging 

= to the 52d regiment of foot, loſt on ſervice againſt the 

rebels in North America in 1778 - - 

27. To Lieutenant General Sorell, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to three companies of the 48th regiment of font, 
taken by the French at the capitulating of Dominica, 
Sept. 7, 1778 . - 
24. To Major General Faucit, to replace ſundry accoutre- 
ments belonging to the 15th regiment of foot, taken by 
the enemy in North America, in 1778 - 
To Lieutenant General Maitland, to replace ſundry do. be- 
” longing to the 49th regiment of foot, loſt on ſervice in 
North America, between Oct. 26, 1776, and Oct. 26; 
1777. 4 
'To ce General Burgoyne, to replace ſundry do. be- 
longing to the 16th regiment of dragoons, which were 
delivered by the order of the commander in chiet to the 
quarter maſter general at New York, for the uſe of the 
army there - > : 

Dec. 10. To Lieutenant General Preſton, to replace forty- 
one horſes, belonging to the offices of the 15th regi- 
ment of dragoons, loſt or killed in America, trom May 
10, 1777, to Dec. 24, 1778 a . 

To do. to replace 181 do. belonging to do. regiment, loſt 
or killed in America, from the time of their embarkation 
to Dec. 24, 1778 - a 

23. To Major General Vaughan, to replace ſundry ac- 
coutrements belonging to the 46th regiment of foot, loſt 
on ſervice in North America, in the year 1978 4 


May 31. To Sir Robert Pigot, in lieu of 49 days net off-rec- 
konings of the additionals to the 38h regiment of foot 
To Major General Maſley, in lieu of 45 do. do. of the 
additionals to the 27th do. - 5 
To Major General Grey, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the ad- 


ditionals to the 28th do; 5 
To Lieutenant General Pomeroy; in lieu of 49 do. do; of the 

=  additionals to the 64th do. 2 C 
To Lieutenant General Walſh; in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 
additionals to — regiment of foot 4 4 
ro Lord Adam Gordon, in lieu of 110 do. do. of the ad- 

*  ditionals to the 26th do. 4 
To Lieutenant General D. Jones, in lieu of 110 do. do. 

of the do. to the 2d. do. x 


To Lieutenant General Sorell, in lieu of 49 de. do. of the 
| do. to the 48th do, a - = 


de. belonging to the 46th regiment of foot, burnt in a 


* 1 


104 4 


60 17 


467 10 


623 13 0 
25745 14 « 


91 15 þ 


mm" 
59 16 11 = 

59 16 11 53 

59 16 11 ＋ 
39 16 11 77 
109 10 11 = 
134 6 11 71 

* 133 19 0 
181 15 ; of 


\. 1780. r 


dates, &c. 

6 Earl Cornwallis, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. to the 
d do. 

6 Major General Vaughan, in lieu of 49 do. do, — the 

do. to the 46th dd. 

o Lieutenant General Trapaud, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 

do. to the 52d do. - 

o Sir Thomas Wiiſon, in lieu of 49 oy do. of the do. to 
goth do. 

o Major General Robertſon, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 
do. to the 16th do. - - 

o Lieutenant General Evelyn, in lieu of 110 do. do. of the 
do. to the 29th do. - - 

6 Lieutenant General Sherrard, in lieu of 49 do. do. of 
the do. to the 69th do. 

o Earl Percy, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. to the 5th My 

o Lieutenant General Hodgſon, in lieu of 49 do, do. of the 
do, to the 4th do. 

o Lord George Lennox, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do, 

to the 24th do. 


the do. to the 311t do. - 

o Lieutenant General Monckton, in Lou of 110 do. do. o 
the do. to the 17th do. 

o Sir William Boothby, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the dou t to 
the 6th do. - 

o Lieutenant General Haviland, in lieu of 49 do. do. of 
the do, to the 4th do, - 
o Sir William Howe, in lieu of 49 do. do, of the do. to 
the 2 3d do, 
0 3s Frederick Cavendiſh, in lieu of 49 do. do, of the 
do. to the 34th do. 

o Lieutenant General „ in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 
do. to the 43d do. 

o General Abercrombie, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do, 
to 44th do, 

o Major General Grant, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the as. to 
the 58th do. 


5 
"Mo Sir j. Irwin, in lieu of 49 do. do. of = do. to the 57th 


ditto Is 
1 o Lieutenant General Ons, i in _ of 49 do. doi of ihe * 
e. to the 63d do. 0 

o Sir Henry Clinton, in lieu = 49 do. do. of the do. to — 
uch do. 


o Lieutenant General Boyd, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 
14 do. to the 39th do. 
o the Karl of Eglintoun, in * of 49 do. do. of the Jaw 


to od > 946 


1 oL, XVII, G 


o Sir James Adolphus Ovghton, i in lieu of 49 do. do. of 


1 „ 
. . +» 


109 10 11 


41 
Lo 3. 4. 


59 16 1 
59 16 It 
59 16 1t 


59 13 6 


59 16 1 
134 611 
59 13 6" 


59 16 11 
59 16 my 
$9 13 6, 
59 16 tx, 

134 6 ir, 

59 16 Ti 
$9 16 100 
$9 16 110 
59 16 nd 


| $9 16 w 


59 16 11 
59 16 11 
59 16 ut 
59 been. 


tog 10 11 


2 


109 tot 
To . 


| 
| 
| 
| 


n 


| ; 
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o Major General Tevek, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 


do. to the 58th do. 
0 Major General Morris, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. 
of the 61ſt do. 
ip -y op Calcraft, i in oy of 49 do. do. of the do. 
65th do. 
To Lieutenant General Sandford, in 1. of 110 do. do. of 
the do. to the ock do. 
To Sir John Sebright, in lieu * 100 as. do. of the do. to 
the 18th do. 
Lieutenant General Gage, in ; tow of 110 do. do. of the 
do. to 224 do. - _ 
o Sir. Robert Hamilton, in lieu «x 110 do. do. of the do. 
#o the goth do. 
o Lieutenant General Murray, i in leu of 49 do. do. of che 
do. co the 1 ;th do. 
+ Lieutenant General Campbell, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the 
to the 3 th do. 
75 Naher General Faucitt, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. 
— — — 
To Lieutenant General Cunninghame, i in lieu of 110 do. Jo. 
:of ghe da. to the 14th do. — 
To Lord Amherſt, in lieu of 243 do. WR of the do. to the 
3d and 4th battalions of the 62th do. 
To do. in lieu of 60 do. do. of the iſt and 2d battalion ofdo. 
Tor Sir Dayid Lindfay, in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. to the 
Soth regiment of foot - 
Ta Lieutenant General Frederick, in lieu of 49 do. = of 
the do. to the 54th do. 
Ta Lieutenant General Maitland, in des of 49 do. = of 
the do. to the 49th do. 
No Lieu t General Eiphinſtone, in lieu of 49 do. 8. of 
the do. to the 3d do. 
Ta the Dyke of Argyll, in lieu of 49 7 5 do. of the 2 to 
1ſt battahon of the iſt do. 
Fo do. in lieu of 49 do. do. of the do. to the 2d battalion 74 
To Major General Preſcott, in lieu of 110 do. do. of the do. 
I pfothe th i: 
To Major General Tryon, in lieu 'of 49 do. do. of the 40. 
x tog he 0th do. x 
To Lieutenant General Armſtrong, i in lieu of 49 do. do, of 
the Sthdo. 
July 29. To Lord M“ Leod, in "7 of 2 do. of che do. 
: . ad battalion of 7d do. 
o Colonel Wemyſs, in lieu of 94. do. do. his regi- 
est of fencible men 


| 


- 


A. 1580. ? 

L. 5. 4. 
109 10 1 
109 10 11 4 
109 10 11 
134 6 11 
133 19 ( 
134 6 11 
134 6 1 
59 13 © 

59 16 11 


7054 14 


80. I 
» & 


A 1750. DEB 44777 -E 12 


Dates, &Cc. 


? Jan. 29. To the Earl of Seaforth, for divers camp neceſſa- 


101 


ries provided for the 78th regiment of foot 

Feb. 22. To Earl Waldegrave, for do. provided for the 2d 
do. of foot guards 

To Major General Preſcott, for do, provided for the 7th do, 
of foot 

To Lieutenant General Murray, for do. provided for the 
1 3th do. 

To Lieutenant General Cunninghame, for do. provided for 
the 14th do. 

To Lieutenant General Burgoyne, for do. provided for the 
16th do. of dragoons 

To Licutenant General an for do. provided for the 
35th do. of foot 

Mar, 4. To Lieutenant General Frederick, for do. provided 
for the 54th do. - 

To Sir David Lindſay, for do. provided for the 59th do. 

To Lieutenant Colonel gn, for do. provided for the 
74th do. 

To Lieutenant General Fraſer, for do. provided for the 71 
ditto 

To Colonel William Dan for do. provided for the 8 1ſt do. 

_ 15. To Lord Adam IS for do. provided for the 
26th do. - 


To Earl Cornwallis, for do. provided for the 3 3d do. X 


To Lieutenant General n for do. provided * the 
64th do. 

May 28. To Sir Robert Pigeon, for do. provided for the 
33th do. 

To Lord John Murray, for do. provided for the 42d do. 

To Sir James Auguſtus 9 tor do. provided for the 
31 do. 

To John Trotter, Eſq. for providing extra do, for the uſe of 
the forces in North America - 


June * To Lieutenant General Gage, for divers do. provide - 


ed for the 22d regiment of foot - 
To Sir William Howe, for do. provided for the 23d do. 
To Lieutenant General Cary, for do. provided for the 4 3d do. 
To General Abercrombie, for do. provided for the 44th. . 
To Sir J. Irwin, for do. provided for the 57th do. 
To Colonel M Lean, for do. provided for the 82d do. - 
To the Duke of Argyll, for do. 1 for the iſt batta - 


lion of the 1ſt do. - 

To do. for do. provided for the 2d battalion of do - +» 

18, To Lieutenant General Fitzroy, for do. provided for the 
3d. regiment of dragoons a 

To Lieutenant General — for do, provided for the 
Sth do, of foot . 


G 2 


25 wd — 
N A e © 
+# : 


7 
= 


c ww uw & &\ 
# mw O . 


* 


— 


. 


— 
- 


—— 
to . 
: 


PARLTAMENTARY 


44 


Dates, &c. 

24. To Lord Frederick 9 for do. provided for the 
zath do. 

J uly 1. To Lieutenant General Maitland, for do, provided 
or the 49th do. - 

21. To Major General — ſor do. provided for the 


19th reg. dragoons - 
2 — General Evelyn, for do. provided for the 
h reg. foot 


To — General Grant, for do. provided for the 

63d do, 

To Lieutenant General Jones, for do. Srovided for the 2d do, 

To Major General Philipſon, for do. provided for the 2oth 
do. of dragoons 

29. To the Duke of Glouceſter, for do. provided for the iſt 
do. of foot guards 

* T. S. Wilſon, for do. provided for the goth do. 

Aug. 13. To Sir T. Sebright, for do. provided for the 
18th do. 

To Sir William Boothby, for do. provided for the 6th do. 

To Major General Calcraft, for do. provided for the 65th do. 

18. To the Duke ot Glouceſter, for do. prargg tor the de- 
tachment of the foot guards - 

25. To Lieutenant General Elliot, for the 15th ment of 
dragoons 

30. To Lieutenant General Sherrard, for do. 1 ſor 

the 69th do. of foot 

pt. 20. To Lieutenant General Townſhend, for do. mou 

vided for the 2d do. of dragoon guards 

27. To the Earl of Pembroke, for do. provided for the iſt 
do. of dragoons 

30. To Major General Douglaſs for do. provided for the 

. 21ſt do. 

To Lord M*Leod, for do. provided for the 2d battalion * 
the 7 zd do. of foot 

To Lord Robert Manners, for do. provided for the 3d reg 

ment of dragoon guards 

To Lieutent eneral Trapaud, for do. prov ded for the 524 

regiment of foot 

To Major General Tryon, for do. provided for the 7otb 4 

2a 29. To General Conway, tor do. 3 for _ 

regiment of horſe guards 

To: ir George Howard, for do. provided for the 1ſt reg 
ment of dragoon guards. © 

To Lieutenant General Johnſton, for do. orovided for the 

with do. of dragoons - - 
. I, To Lieutenant General Monckton, for do, provided 

for the 17th do. of foot 5 5 


A. 1708. 
4. . 4 
259 12 6 
118 16 o 
721 8 6 
284 7 o 
263 7 6 
198 13 © 
712 7 6 
506 0 
145 14 © 
181 8 
181 5 © 
181 5 0 
9 
64 16 9 
190 4 © 
300 16 o 
572 4 9 
615 3 6 
303 © 6 
505 16 o 
416 9 © 
ot : 20 
$79 18 6 
438 .8 6 
486 17 3 
210 3 9 


* 
3 
K 
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780. D E B AT E Ss. 
s, &C» 

ieutenant General Haviland, for do, provided for the 
Wc th regiment — - - 


6. To Lieutenant Colonel Commandant L. F. Cary, 


r divers camp neceſſaries provided for the 8gth regiment 
4 f foot — - - — 


1 5. To Sir Simeon Stuart, for one bas horſe for an ad- 


itional company to the ſouth battalion ef the nan 
nilitia, ordered to take the field - - 
b. 1. To Lord Viſcount Mountſtuart, for one 40. of an 
aditional com pany to the Glamorganſhire do. ordered to 
* the field - - - 
To Colonel the Earl of Panmure, James Johnſton, 
Rule! Manners, Richard Burton Philipſon, and John 
Douglaſs, for bas horſes for their regiments, ordered to 
ncam - - - - - 
y 29. re the colonels of ſundry regiments of militia, for 
do. for their reſpeCtive regiments, ordered to take the held 
, 13, Lo Lord M*Leod, for do. for the 2d battalion of 
2 73d regiment of foot, ordered to take the field - 
pt, 8. To colonels of ſundry regiments of militia, for bas 
horſes for their reſpective ments, ordered to take the 
eld - - - — 
the colonels of the 45th and 520 2 for bas and 
blanket horſes for their regiments, ordered to take the field 
dv. 26. To the colonels of the 2d and 15th regiments of 
Irzgoons, for additional bas he rſcs for their regiments, or- 
ered to take the field - 
c. 10, To Lieutenant Col, Commandant Cary, for bas 


Weſt Indies 

Colonel T. Keating, for do. for the 88th regiment of 
foot, ordered to ſerve in Jamaica -- > 

| the colonele of ſundry regiments of militia, for do. for 
their reſpective regiments, ordered to take the field - 
80. 

n. 14. To the colonels of the 86th, 87th, goth, and g iſt 
regiments of foot, for do. fo their N 9 
ordered to ſerve abroad 

d. To Lord M“ Leod, for do, for the 2d battalion of the 
730 regiment of foot, ordered to ſerve abroad - 


45 
4 *% 9 


416 9 0 


376 5 © 


— 


18,130 17 11 


horſes for the 89th 9 of foot, ordered to ſerve _ the 


— — 


1,040 


420 


| 


| 
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pits ro Sir Simeon Stuart, for b 5 8 
25. To Sir Simeon Stuart, for bapgage horfes an 

ation company to the ſouth — of the Hamp- 


ſhire militia, ordered to take the field - - 15 0 

Feb. 1. To Lord Mountſtuart, for do. for an additiona g 
. company to the Glamorganſhire do, ordered to take the field 15 oil 
_ June 9. io the Earl of Panmure, James Johnſton, Ruſſell 1 
. Manners, Richard Burton Philipſon, and John Douglaſs, or 
for baggage horſes for their regiments, ordered to encamp 300 N 
July _ To the Colonels of. ſundry regiments of militia, th 
for do. for their reſpective regimeats, ordered to take the he 
„ field ? - - 1,608 hh 
Aug. 13. To Lord M*Leod, for do. for the 24d battalion loc 
of the 73d regiment of foot, ordered to take the field 260 Oe 
Sep. 8. To the Colonels of the 45th and 52d regiments of pt. 

; 23 for do. for their regiments, ordered to take the field | 


Dec. 10. To Lieutenant Colonel Commandant Cary, for do. 
for the 89th do. do. ordered to ſerve in the Weſt Indies 
To Colonel T. Keating, for do. for the 88th do, do. order- 
cd to ferve in Jamaica - > 
To the Colonels of ſundry regiments of militia, for do, for 
the additional companies to their reipeQive regiments, 
ordered to take the field - H 
Jan. 14, 1780. To the Colonels of the 86th, 85th, goth, 
and giſt regiments of foot, for do. for their reſpective 
regiments ordered to ſerve abroad - - 
" 26. To Lord M*Leod, for do. for for the 2d battalion of 
the 73d regiment of foot, ordered to ſerve abroad 


Ian. 25, 1779. To Sir Simeon Stuart, for 100 do. forage 
for an additional company to the ſouth battalion of the 
Hampſhire militia, ordered to take the field - 

Feb. 1. To Lord Viſcount Mountſtuart, for 100 do. do. for 
2 do. to the Glamorganſhire do. ordered to take the 

C 8 

17. To the ral and ſtaff cflicers, for 169 days forage, 
of Teo * Nov. 12, 1778 * - 


2 May 5. To Lieutenant General Sir Guy Carleton, in lieu of 
forage, from 1ſt October 1774, to 12th September 1778 2908 77. 


June 30. To the Colonels of nine regiments of militia, for o do. 
100 days do. for their reſpective regiments, ordered to 1775 
take the field - - 1,867 G2. Ic 

To the Colonels of eighteen regiments of do. for 100 days, the 1 

for their reſpective regiments, ordered to take the field 3,025 Vo ue 

- June zo. To the colonels of 10 regiments of militia, for too Roy: 
days forage for their reſpective regiments, ordered to take ment 
the fie d 1,030 780. : 


hs July 8. To the colonels of 7 regiments of do. for 100 do. do. 
tor their reſpective regiments, ordered to take the ficid 1,357 


1780. DAE-3. AT ELS 


(8 &c. | 
To the colonels of 10 regiments! of foot, for 100 do. 
o. for their reſpective regiments, ordered to take the field; 
200 do. forage to the general and ſtaff officers, and offi- 
ers of the hoſpitals in Great Britain 
g. 13. To Lord Mac Leod, for 100 do. do. for the ad bat- 
alion of the 72d regiment of toot, ordered to take the field 
To the colonels of the three regiments of foot guards, 
xr forage to their regiments, ordered to be in readineſs to 
» o Wake the field 
the colonels of 8 regiments of militia, for 100 do. do. for 
heir reſpective regiments, ordered to take the field 
the colonels of the 25th and 7gth regiments of foot, for 
100 days forage for their regiments ordered to be in readi- 
neſs to take the field 
pt. g. To the colonels of the 44th and 52d regiments of foot, 
or 100 do, do. for their regiments, ordered to take the 
ield 
by. 17. For 200 do. forage to Sir Wm. Draper and Maj. 
Gen. Wm. Style 
. To the colonels of the zd and 15th regiments of dra» 
goons, for 100 do. do. for their regiments ordered to take 
the field — 
» oec. 10. To Lieut. Col. commandant Cary, for 100 do. do. 
for the 89th regiment of foot, ordered to ſerve in the Weſt 
Indies 
> the colonels of the weſt battalion of the Suffolk and War- 
wickſhire militia, for 100 do. do. tor their additional com- 
panies ordered to take the field 
c. 10, To Col. T. Keating, for 100 days forage for the 88th 
regiment of foot, ordered to ſerve in Jamaica 
80. Jan. 14. To the colonels of the $6:h, 87th, goth, and 
g1ſt regiments of foot, for 100 do. do. for their reſpective 
regiments ordered to ſerve abroad 
To Lord Mac Leod, for 1co do. do. of the 2d battal- 
lion of the 7 3d regiment of toot, ordered to ſerve abroad 


. 1 


— ——tẽ — 


1. 29, 1779. To Lord George Murray, for the contingent 
diſburſements of the 13th regimeat of foot, from Dec. 25, 
3 773. to Dec. 24, 1774 - | * 
o do. for do. of do. regiment, from 25 Dec. 1774 to 24 Dec. 


177 


| 58 
7 :. To the Duke of Argyll, for do. of the 1 battalion of 


the iſt regiment of foot, from 25 June to 24 Dec. 1776 

5 Fo Meſſrs. Gray and Ogilvie, for the contingencies of the 
Royal Highland Emigrants, previous to their eſtabliſn- 
ment, from 13 June, 1775, to 24 Dec. 1778 


o $150. Jan. 6, To Meſſrs. Roſs and Gray, for the contingent | 
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4. 450 
2405 ©, &@ 

4, 800 9. G | 


250 0 0 | 
4,945 18 @ 
1,590 0 


46% 19 © 


449 © &@ 


330 0 0 


52 10 0 


220 0 0 


$80 0 0 


250 0 0 
29,945 15 6 


— 
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49-13 0 
60 14 © 
108 4 © 


346 15 J 
diſburſe mente 
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Dates, &c. 4.5 D: 
diſburſements of the 3d regiment of foot, from 25 Dec. 1744 
to 7 May, 1775 

14. To Lieut. Gen. Taylor, for do. of the 24th regiment 
of foot, from 8 April, 1776, to 24 Dec. following 144 23 | 


50 16 | 


0 | 751 16 


— ͤ—Z—L 


Sept. 20, 1770. For the marches, &c. of the 65th do. dos 


from Dec. 25, 1775, to Dec. 24, 1776 479 181 
OR. 22. For the do. ot the 13th do. do. from do. to do. 294 9 
29. For the do. of do. do. from Dec. 25, 1776, to Des- To 

24, 1777 178 11 | 
Jan. 1. For the do. of the 19th do. * from June 25, 1773 Mz 

to December following 86 16 t 
For the do. of do. do. from Dec. 26, 1773, to Dec. 24, 1 

1774 196 4 WTo 
* the do. of the 19th do. do. from Dec. 25. 1774, to Apr. 0 
1775 80 15 2 

6. For the do. of the 3d. do. do. — June 25, 177 3, to * 

Dec. 24, following. 99 o d 
For do. of do. do. from Dec. 25, 1773. to Dec. 24, 1774 131 10 256. 

| — C 

1,597 6 I 

July 15, 1779. To Robert Adair, Eſq. to enable him to 19. 
y the monthly hoſpital allowance to the forces encamped 1,200 08 
Nov. 24. To do. to enable him to ſatisfy ſuch bills as are or l 
may be drawn upon him for the pay of extra 3 and Apr 

furgeons mates in the Ceded Iſlands, &c. 1,500 f 
— 26, 1780. To do. to enable him to ſatisfy ſuch bills as & 

are or may be drawn upon him for the pay of do. in do. 2,000 o ffs 15. 

— I 
4,700 0 Fl 2 
Aug. 13, 1779. To Colonel Samuel Townſhend, on account, 30. 

to enable him to pay ſuch hills as are or may be drawn upon h 
bim for the payment of ſundry officcrs employed on the L 
reeruiting fervice - 2,000 0 FF D 
Jan 25, To Major General 1 for his contingent To 

expences as Quarter Maſter General, from June 25, to le 

Dec. 24, 1778 - 275 10 To 

To Andrew Clinton, Eſq. for providing and repairing hi 
utenſil at Plymouth dock, and for his ſalary, from Dec. gi 

© 26, 1777, to Dec. 24,1778 - 318 15 May 
B. De la Fontain, Eig. for providing divers 0 Jo 

* Tor the uſe of the Infirmary and barracks in the Savoy, G 
during the year 1778 - - 126 14 M20. 
Feb. 4. To Lieutenant General Pierſon, to reimburſe him | to 
© the contingent expences of the army encamped at War- In 
ley Common under his command, frem June 15, to Nov, & 

10, 1778 - - 101 15, Vor 


. 3g 


1986, DEBATES 


Dates, &c. | 

Feb. 12. To Colonel Samuel Townſhend, for his cotitingerit 
expences as ſuperintendant of the recruiting ſervice, 
from June 25, to Dec. 24, 1778 - - 
To do. to reimburſe the expence of freight, demurage, &c. 
for tranſporting go men of the additional companies of 
ſundry regiments of foot from Corke to Briſtol - 
Feb. 12. To Major General Morriſon, for his contingent ex- 


pences of the aſſiſtant to the Quarter Maſter General in 
aſſiſtant, from June 1, to Dec. 24, 1778 - 


forces, in the year 1778 . - 
Mar. 4. To the Duke of Mancheſter, for the pay of addi- 
tional volunteers to the Huntingdonſhire militia, between 
Mar. 26, 1773, and June 24, following *, 998 
To Lieutenant General Murray, for his contingent expen - 
ces in the goverrmeut of Minorca, between June 24, 1577, 
and June 23, 1778 - . 
6. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. for the blankets, watch coats, 
&c. provided by him for the uſe of the forces at home 
26. To Edward Morſe, Eſq. for the rent of a houſe, as 
Chief Juſtice of Senegambia, for one year, to Feb. 7, 


I 
19. To Leonard Morſe, Eſq. for contingencies as ſecreta 
to Lord Amherſt, from Mar. 19, 1778, to Dec. 25, fol- 


lowing - 4 

r. 12. To Meſſra. Eyre and Strahan, for printing - 
0 ( i and covering acts of parliatnent, rules, Low a 

&c. for the uſe of the army, in the year 1779 - 


o of 5. To Robert Adait, Eſq. for his contingent expences as 
inſpector general of * infirmaries, from Dec. 25, 

o ol 1777, to Dec. 24, 177 5 . 
30. To John Gore, Eſq. for divers neceſſaries furniſhed by 

him for the uſe of the foot guards in the Tower of 


Day 1779 Da : 
To the Colonels of four regiments of light dragoons, for 
levy money - — 
10 To the Colonels of four regiments of light dragoons, for 
horſe fyrniture and accoutrements for their reſpective re- 
giments - - 

15 May 12, To Captain Peer Williams, for the paſſage of Ma- 
jor General Gray, and his ſuite, from North America to 
Great Britain p — _ - 

14 . To William Rice, Eſq. ſurveyor of the horſe guards, 

| to be by him paid over — ſeveral artificers, for work bows 

in repairing the foot gnard rooms, orderly rooms, &c. 
&e, to Dec. 25, 1770 — | 

16 Vor. XVII. : H 


marking out grounds, &c. for encampments, and ati extra 


To do. for the hire of ground for the encampment of the 


London, for 6 months, from Michaelmas 1778, to Lady 


© 


398 8 


a 


1,127 4.0 


200 19 
302 3 


136 12 


|. 


105 


0 
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28. To John Trotter, Eſq. for providing hoſpital bedding 
for the uſe of the ſick in the infirmary at Chelſea, and of 
the priſoners in the Savoy barracks _. - 
Toe William Beſt, Eſq. for the centingent diſburſements of 
three battalions of Hanoverians at Gibraltar, from Dec. 
26, 1777, to Dec. 24. 1778, and of two do. at Minorca 
om do. to do. — 
June 3 To George Garnier, Eſq. apothecary general, for 
medicines furniſhed for the forces in the Weſt Indies, 
Africa, and North Americs, in the year 1778 - 
11. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. for the blankets provided for 
the ſervice of the forces in England - - 
23. To Francis Macnamara, Eſq. in reimburſement of money 
advanced by him for the pay of the crew of the Lord 
Dartmou h armed ſhip, in Senegambia - 
3% To Col, William Roy, for his contingent diſburſements 
as deputy quarter maſter general and commiſlary general, 
from Dec. 25, 1777, to June 24, 1778 


$0 


Cornwallis and his ſuite from Great Britain to North 
America, and for do. of Major General Maſſey and his 
ſuite from North America to Great Britain - 

To Major General Morriſon, for poſtage of letters, travel - 
ling charges, ſtationary ware, and other contingencies, 
as quarter maſter general, to June 25, 1779 - 
July 1. To Heury Penton, Eſq. for hire of ground for 
-  encampments, and damage done t) the hedges, &c. near 
Wincheſter ſe rl 
To Major general Morriſon, to be by him paid over to ſeve- 
ral perſons, for damage done to ſundry grounds hired for 
encampments laſt year - - 
To John Newton, Eſq. for Damage done to his ground, 
corn, &c. by the encampments near Wincheſter, in the 
year 1778 — — 
30. To Lieutenant General Monckton, to be by him paid 
over to ſeveral perſons, ſor damage done by the encamp- 
ments at Portſmouth in 1778 — - 
Aug. 5. To William Biſhopp, Eſq. for the value of à long 
boat and two ſlaves loſt on the bar of Senegal - 
18. To the Colonels of eleven regiments of militia, for 
knapſacks and haverſacks for their reſpective regiments 
To Lieutenant General Monckton, to be by him paid over 
to ſeveral perſons, for damage done by the encampments 
at Portſmouth _ - 


ty, in confideration of the loſs of her huſband - 
To Lieutenant General James Murray, to make good defi- 
ciencies in the contingencies of the government of Minor- 
ca, between June 24, 2778, and June 25, 1779 * 


— « © 


To Captain Archibald Dickſon, for the paſſage of Earl 


25. To Margaret Henrietta Fraſer, being his Majeſty's boun- | 


A. 1780. 


1591 18 3 
762 4 2 
9321 410 
1,695 7 11 
221 13 o 
235 15 
300 © 0 
839 9.7 
493 17 8: 
111 6 © 


0 


Sept 


A; 1730. "DOD £B-AT-E-S 


Sept. 8. To Col. Samuel Townſend, for his contingent ex - 


pences in ſuperintending the recruiting ſervice, from Dec. 
26, 1777, to June 24, 17978 Tr 


14. To Thomas Farrer, Eſq. for a cargo of flour ſent * 


Minorca, for the uſe of the garriſon there * 

To Daniel M*Phall, for the pay of the crew of the Brigan- 
tine Botetour, impreſſed to bring diſpatches from the Weſt 
Indies „ ; Ig 

To Major General Gabbet, the difference between Britiſh 
and Iriſh pay of the 66th regiment of foot, from Aug. 4, 
1775, to Sept. 15, following . 6 

27. To Meſſrs. Cox and Mair, for the loſſes ſuſtained by 
the officers of ten regiments of foot, by the 8ymetry brig 
being taken by the rebels in Dec. 1777 . 

Oct. 6. To John Trotter, Eſq. for hoſpital bedding for the 
forces encamped in Great Britain, in the year 1779 

To John Gore, Eſq. for neceſſaries furniſhed for the foot 
guards, inthe Tower, for one year, from Michaelmas 1778, 
to Michaelmas 1779 — - 

To do. for do. furniſhed for.6 months, from Lady Day 1779, 
to Michaetmas following . 


14. To Earl Waldegrave, for cleathing the drummers and 


hautbois of the Coldſtream regiment of foot guards, 
from Mar. 25, 1779, to Mar. 25, 17860 8 
To the Earl of Loudoun, for do. for the drummers and 
hautbois of the zd regiment of tot guards, from do. to do. 
2% To the Duke of Glouceſter, for do. for the drummers 


and hautbois of the-1ft regiment of foot guards, from do, 
* ＋ "as | 


to do. | YE 


To Vincent Mathias, Eſq. for diſburſements on account of 


20 invalids ſent from the Brunſwick troops — 
23. To Lieutenant Thomas Browne, for the ex pence attend. 

ing the cure of the wounds he received in the action on 

Long Iiland, Aug. 29, 1770 q * 
29. To the Duke of Glouceſter, for providing flop cloathing 


for the 1{ regiment of foot guards, for the year 1778 


Nov. 8. To Thomas Farrer, Eſq. for a cargo of Wheat 
ſent to Minorca, - for the ſervice of the garriſon there 
11, To John Trotter, Eſq. for providing $oſpital. biddiag 
for the forces encamped at,Coxheath aud Portſmouth, for 
the year 1779 N - 
To the Earl of Loudoun, for providing flop cloathing for 
the augmentation of the zd regiment of foot guards, for 
the year 1778 . 3 
17, To Ann Reynell, being his Majeſty's bounty for herſelf 
and four children, in conſideration of the loſs of her 
huſband - X 
To Lord M*Leod, for levy money for four additional com- 
panies of the 73d regiment of * 

3 


51 
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. To Alice Lucas, being his Majeſty's bounty, in conſi- 


deration of the loſs of her huſband - 
6. To Major Thomas Liſter, for horſe furniture and ac- 
coutrements for his corps of light dragaons - 


Dec: 10. To John Trotter, Eſq. far providing haſpital 
bedding for the uſe of the forces encamped, in the year 
1779 42 . | 

Is. To Lieutenant General Preſton, to make good the 
deficiency of pay to the ſerjeants, eorparals, trumpeters, 
and private men, of the diſmounted dragoons of the 
185 regiment, from Dec. 25, 1775, to Dec. 24, 1777 

To Captain William Dixon, for expences that may be in- 
curred on account of the paſſage. of Major Geaeral 
Vaughan from Great Britain to the Leeward iſlands 

18. To Thomas Harley, Eſq. for blankets ſupplied for the 
uſe of the troops in camp bs 4 M 

23. To Mure, Son, and Atkinſon, for vinegar ſent to St, 
Lucie, for the ſervice of the forces there - 

Jan. 6, 1789. To E. B. De la Fontaine, Eſq,-for providi 
divers utenſils for the uſe of the infirmary and barracks 
the Savoy, far the year 1779 


3 as quarter maſter genes al, from June 25, 1779, ta 
2%, tollowing — - 
19. To Leonard Morſe, Eſq. for his contingent diſburſe- 
ments, as ſecretary. to Lord Amherſt, from Chriſtmas 1778, 
ro Chriſtmas 1779 ' - 
To Major General 383 Morriſon, fot the hire of ground 


for the encampments, and for damage done thereon, in 


the year 1779 


28. To Dagiel M*Phall, for wages dus to bimſelf and the 


crew of the brigantine Rottgtoute, far one quarter of a 
year, ended iſt of November 1979- 
26. To Andrew Clinton, Eſq, for his expences in 7 
und Tepaming utegſila, for the: uſe of the barracks at Ply. 
mouth Dock, from Dec. 25, 1778, to Dec. 24, 1779 


roviding 


A. 1580. 


8 3 4 
15103 5 9 


138 7 10 


15183 11 21 


180 © 0 
977 19 6 
960 19 6 


— - 119 18 10 
To Mejor General George Morriſon, for his contingent ex - 


2355 io v 
871 6 4 
271 10 $ 
1335 4 4 


406 17 3 


kd 


War Office, Feb. 29, 1780. 


c. JENKINSON, 


* At. et 4. | 


Fotal £-2,418,$05 15 11; 
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litary Serwices r the Year 17 79. 


$3 


1 Account of the Diſtribution of the Sum of 1 ,000,0001, granted to his Majeſty to 
defray any extraordinary E xpences incurred, or to be incurred, on account mi- 


ates of Warrants. | fo 1. d. 
ug. 3. To Henry Theophilus Clements, Eſq, deputy vice x 
treaſurer of Ireland, to be by him from time to time ap- 
plied tor defraying the charges and expences of encamp- | 
ments, and other military ſervices in Ireland - go, ooo o © 
, b. 3- To Thomas Hatley and Henry Drummond, Eſqrs. 
to be by them applied and inveſted in the purchaſing Spa- 
| niſh and Portugal coins, for the uſe and fervice of His . 
4 Majeſty's forces in North America — 74834 4 4 
o ditto for ditto ſervice — — 11,977 15 7 
6 ar. 12, To diuo for ditto ſervice — 49,080 9 2 
2. To ditto for ditto ſervice — 200,0 © © 
6 939. To ditto for ditto ſervice | — 30,000 © © 
o ditto for ditto ſervice — 20,000 © © 
8. To ditto for ditto ſervice — — 3 399 7 3 
o ditto for ditto ſervice — — 62,778 19 8 
? Wo ditto for ditto ſervice —— — 4,200 © 0 
une 17. To ditto for ditto ſervice — $2,115 16 11 
3. To ditto for ditto ſervice — 27,264 15 3 
9 uly 8, To ditto for ditto ſervice — 43,383 9 F 
g. To ditto for ditto ſervice — 76,002 12 6 
8. To ditto for ditto ſervice — — 20,000 © © 
* ug. 4. To ditto for ditto ſervice — 99,550 2 10 
d. Lo ditto for ditto ſervice — 43,483 18 3 
g. To ditto for ditto ſervice — — 35,748 13 10 
PQ. 15, To do, for do, ſeryice, in part of 352,70g1. 128. 7d. 44,119 15 © 
| | — 1,000,000 © © 
4 ; — — 
War-Office, Feb. 29, 1779. g. JENKINSON, 
1 | ; 
— 
15 Janumy 24, 1780, 


Level Stanhope; Eſq. faid, the Houſe had, previous to the Mr. Ss 


olidays, been moyed on the ſubject of a contempt incurred be. 


dy his Grace the Duke of Chandos, who had been com- 
plained of as having interfered in the election for member for 
Hampſhire, 5 ſending a letter in his own hand-writing, 
and ſigned With his name, attempting to influence the vote 
ff an eleftor, The interference of Peers of Parliament in 
lections was, he obſerved, a matter highly cenſurable, and 
realy in violation of the rights and — of the Com- 

mons 


4 


— 
6 —_ .itl.o — — n: eo — CIS * 


— — 
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' Tumed it would be, as it was exactly fimilar in its foundatio! 


| be an inſtruction to the Committee to report upon this lette: 


Mr. Wilkes. Mr. M illes ſaid, he was far from being ſenſible that the 


to the Committee of Privileges ſome time ſince, and he fa 
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mons of England, he was oy therefore to ſay, that upo 
enquiry he had found that the Duke of Chandos was not the 
only Peer of Parliament againſt whom there was ground of 
ſuſpicion of having interfered in the election for Hampſhire 
he had in his hand many letters written by different Peers 
for the preſent, however, he would produce but one of them 
and that he ſhould move might be referred to the Committe 
of Privileges. If his motion was acceded to, which he pre 


to that which had been agreed to relative to the Duke d 
Chandos, he meant to follow jt with another motion, that i 


at the ſame time that they reported on the letter of the Dub 
of Chandos. Mr. Stanhope then took out of a bundle d 
mano(cripts a letter from his Grace the Duke of Bolton to at 
elector of Hampſhire, and read the contents, the ſum d 
which was an earneft requeſt made by his Grace, that the 
rſon addreſſed would not only vote himſelf for Mr. Jervoiſe 
t uſe his intereſt to procure him as many. votes as poſſible. 
The motion was put and carried-nem. con. 
Mr. Stanbope then propoſed his other motion, upon whid 


motion then befere the Houſe was proper to be put at: 
much leſs did it ſtrike him that it ought to be agreed to 
The complaint of a breach of privilege againſt the Duke d 
Chandos was not, as the honourable gentleman had ſtated, 
matter ſimilar in its foundation to the preſent complaint; it 
was exceedingly diſtinct and different; he had moved againk 
the Duke of Chandos, for having interfered in the election ſo 
Hampſhire, not merely as a Peer of Parliament, but as 
Peer of Parliament — as Lord Lieutenant of the county 
for having uſed the influence and powers of the Crown, it 
violation of the freedom of election, and in breach of h 
privileges of the Commons of England; a matter infinitel 
more offenſive and alarming than the interference of a pri- 
vate Peer of Parliament, His complaint had been referred 


no reaſon why another cauſe of complaint, relative to tl 
tame election, lately diſcovered, ſhould ſtop the progreſs oi 
the deliberations of the Committee, or delay their , repo! 
upon what was already before them, The two complaint! 
were perfectly clear of each other, and, as far as his expe: 
Jience in parliamentary buſnets enabled him to judge, be 
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aceived it to be the regular method of procedure to decide 


deed if that rule did not hold in the preſent caſe, it was 
apoſſible to ſay when the Committee might be expected to 


rainſt the Duke of Chandos, becauſe a variety of other com- 
aints might be made from time to time, as the cauſes of 
em ſhould be diſcoyered, and by that means the report 
ould be delayed moſt unreaſonably. 


on. That in anſwer to the argument of the delay, which 
rreeing to bis motion would occaſion, in regard to the time 

the Gommities's making their report, he did affure the 
ouſe it was altogether. ill- founded; the whole trouble of 
abliſhing the neceſſary proof relative to the complaint 
ich the Houſe had juſt referred to the Committee of Pri- 
leges, laid ſolely in producing evidence of the letter which 


matter which he was prepared for, and which would not 
ft the Committee two minutes time. He therefore hoped, 
the complaint he had made, and the complaint made by the 
aourable gentleman ſome time ſince, had reference to the 
me election, that the Houſe would agree to give inſtruc- 
dns to the Committee, that they make their report on both 
the ſame time. 


had urged before, he could not collect any thing amount- 
g to a plauſible reaſon even, why the Committee ſhould 
lay their report upon the complaint already before them, 
| they had inveſtigated - that which had been now referred 
chem. The two complaints were certainly diſtin, and 
no connection with each other. The honourable gentle- 
an had ſaid, that all the proof neceſſary he could produce 


ry to the honourable gentleman at preſent might be pro- 
ced in two minutes, but how could the honourable gen- 
man foreſee what might or might not appear to the Com- 
ittee to be proper evidence to be laid before them? The 
cumſtances that reſulted from the enquiry would be the 
reftion to them what was neceſſary, and not any opinion 
eviouſly formed by the honourable gentleman ; be hoped 

therefore 


fe pol 
laiats 
exper 
e, be 
eve 


don one matter before another was taken into conſideration; . 


ake their report on the complaint which he had moved 


Mr. Stanhope declared he was not in the leaſt inclined to Mr. Stems 
ter his opinion, in conſequence of what the honourable b 
ntleman had ſaid, but that he would ſtill ſtand by his mo- 


had read, being the hand-writing of the Duke of Bolton; 


Mr. Dunning ſaid, that from what the honourable gentle - Mr. Dan» / 
an who made the motion had urged then, and from what“ x;· 


two minutes. Pgffibly all the proof that appeared neceſ- 
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therefore that a motion objected to upon ſuch ſtrong grounds 
as had been ſtated, and which was in itſelf fo contrary t 
parliamentary form, would be withdrawn. HY 
Mr. Stanhope ſtill expreſſing an unwillingneſs to withdray 
his motion, * E f. Ab 
Sir George Young roſe, and faid he was aſtomſhed to ſee t 
honourable gentleman perſiſt in a matter ſo clearly irregular 
and improper. He contended, that if the preſent motion 
was carried, it would amount to a ibition on the Co 
mittee reſpecting the complaint, which had been formerly 
made againſt the Duke of Chandos, for that in fact it woul 
be telling the Committee that they muſt not proceed to report 
on that complaint, though it was before them firſt, till the 
had inveſtigated another complaint newly referred to them. 
Mr. Wilks. Mr. Wilkes added freſh arguments againſt the motion, an 
declared he would oppoſe it, and vote againſt it. Seve 
other gentlemen avowing the ſame intention, Mr. Stanhope 
length gave up the point. 3 
Lord North. ord North, according to order of the committee of th 
whole Houſe, brought up a bill to allow the trade betwe 
Ireland and the Britiſh Colonies and plantations in Americ 
and the Weſt Indies, and the Britiſh ſettlements on the cc 
of Africa, to be carried on in like manner as it now is carrie 
on between Great Britain and the ſaid Colonies and Seti 
ments.” His Lordſhip moved that this bill be read a fi 
ume. 
Lord George Lord George Gordon, inſiſted on the noble Lord's firſt givin 
'Gerdon. the Houſe a clear account of the reception of the propol 
tions, which his Lordſhip had made reſpecting Ireland, a 
of the two acts already paſſed in favour of that country, | 
the parliament and people of Ireland, declaring that it w_ll - 
now time for the Houſe to act like men, and to give a deciſi . 
opinion reſpecting Ireland, a matter in which they muſt u 
ceſſarily be directed by a juſt report of the feelings of f 
Iriſn upon what had already been for them by the Brit... 
legiſlature, and upon the propoſition, as a Gatfilment 
which, the preſent bill was brought in. The noble Lord, Mer 
faid, owed this information to the Houſe as a matter of du ' 
and he ought to give it them before any further ſtep relarrye 
Ireland was taken. | \ | 
TheSprater The Speaker told Lord George, that the motion before 
Houſe, was, "That the bill (then in his hand) be now re 
a firſt time. That therefore, all his Lordſhip had faid, 
irregular, and had no reference to the motion. If the 7 
8E＋ꝙ1 EGS 1 0 


d meant to oppoſe the firſt reading, that was the time to 88 


ke his objections; but the queſtions he had aſked, did not 
to that point. | WOE 

ord George Gordon in reply ſaid; he wiſhed to ſave time, Lord Geerge 
t therefore he inſiſted upon hearing from the noble Lord — 
the blue ribbon; in what manner his propoſitions and his 

had been received in Ireland; that if the noble Lord 

uſed to ftare to the Houſe the real truth relative to their 

ption; he was in poſſeſſion of the whole matter, and he 

d lay it before them, and then he ſhould expect miniſters 

eply; if they could fay any thing in reply; which he 

jeved they could not, as he had the beſt information, and 

uld, in a good argument of an hour's length, every part 

which would be found: to be unanſwerable, prove, thar 

and was not contented ; that notwithſtanding what Lortl 

ham, whom be then ſaw; or Lord Bellamont bad ſaid 

the Houſe of Peers in Dublin, and notwithſtanding the 

e of both Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament, the armed 

iations would have more, and that they did not expect 

s a matter of favour, but demanded it as a matter. of 


at; y 2 Bs . SF: V1 44 
A ord Beaucharhp ſaid, if the noble Lord ſeriouſly. wiſhed Lord Pau- 
now the ſentiments of Ireland reſpecting the Bills already . 
ed; the beſt way would be for the noble Lord to move 


ene WY the addreſſes of both Houſes of the Iriſh Parliament to 

drought in. | I 7 0929 DB nA itt 
be Spcaker begged his Lotdſhip to confine himſelf to the TheSpealer, 
o, and having obſerved, that the proper time for ge- / 


beginning to read the motion, when | 


- . 


| argument on the Bill would be at the ſecond reading, 


r. James Luttrell roſe; and ſaĩd he did not mean to Mr. Jene 
ſe the Bill, much leſs did he mean to check the liberality Zutrrell, . 
Parliament towards. Ireland; but before he gave his con- 
to the firſt reading of the Bill, he inſiſted upon know- 
on what day the noble Lord meant to move that it 
ld be read -a ſecond time. The ſubject was certainty 
ly tmportafit, and the Bill ought to pats its ſeveral ſtages 
derately and in a full Houſe. If the noble Lord meant 
ecipitate the Bill, he ſhould confider it as à piece of 
craft, a mere” juggle, and a deception. If he really 
ded to give Ireland an effential favour, it certainly 
ore md come with a better grace as the act of a full Houſe, 
aa matter duly conſidered; it would alſo be much 
decent to England, if the favour was liable to the 
e 0. or. reren lden 3; en 
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conſtruction of giving to Ireland what would affect the 
mercial intereſts of this kingdom. He hoped therefore 
the Houſe might not be taken by ſurprize, but that 
noble Lord would name a day for the fecond reading, y 
it was likely that the Houſe would be full. 
Lord Norths Lord North ſaid, he did not conceive that it was at 
parliamentary for gentlemen to call upon him to knoy, 
what day he meant to move for the ſecond reading of al 
which had not been read a firſt time; and to declare, 
they would oppoſe the firft reading, unleſs he firſt ani 
that queſtion. Every gentleman would have it in his pe 
to object to the day moved for the ſecond reading, when 
motion ſhould be made; he was not however, under the 
difficulty, with regard to anſwering the honourable ge 
man's queſtion, A he could not altogether approy 
the mode in which it had been put. The preſent bt 
tainly was not ſo circumſtanced, in point of neceſſii « 
diſpatch, as the two bills had been which had paſſed Here 
the holidays; he hoped nevertheleſs that it would nd 
unneceſſarily delayed, and therefore if the preſent ma" © 
was carried, his intention was, to move that it be it 
ſecond time on Thurſday. The honourable gent et! 
who ſpoke laſt had talked of ſtate- craft, there coin 
neither ſtate-craft, nor any juggle in the preſent bu 
The Bill had been brought in, in conformity to a reſd 
of a Committee of the whole Houſe, the Houſe the 
were perfectly aware of the principle of the Bill, ai" / 
its bature-in every reſpect. Some gentlemen, his LA 
obſerved, had wiſhed to know in what manner the tu * ! 
mer Bills, and the three propoſitions had been received Wi bar 
Parliament and people of Ireland, he was not prepared i} b 
the Houſe auy official information on that head, but L 
world knew that the propofitions and the bills had be due 
ceived by the Iriſh Parliament wich ſatisfaction and wid ®f t 
tude; that the language of both Lords and Commons i 
- the language of friendſhip and of affect ion to this count 
of reſpect and eſteem Fr the 'Britiſh Parliament, 
Was every 'reaſon to hope, therefore, that the cor 
between the two kingdoms would be more intimate à 
chan ever, and that both would reap the benefit of i 
Sir Thomas Sir Thomas Egerton (aid, it might be remembered, 
Er. former ſoſſions, when queſtions of commerce 4 
Ireland had been in agitation, the ſeveral manu 
towns of this kingdom had applied to Parliament, 4 
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ir ſituation, as an objection to the matters then under diſ- 
Fon, pleading that in reliance on the good faith of Par- 
nent they had put themſelves into that ſituation, and there- 
it would be unjuſt to grant to Ireland what muſt mate- 
ly affect their intereſt, The caſe now, he obſerved, was 
h altered; it was no longer a queſtion of commerce, but 
veſtion of great national importance; for which reaſon 
ſeveral places in the kingdom likely to be affected by what 
already been done, and by what more remained to be 
for Ireland, had thought it more decent and dutiful to 
ain filent, and to truſt altogether to the wiſdom and juſ- 
of Parliament. He hoped therefore that a bad uſe would 
be made of their forbcarance, and that all confideration 
heir intereſt would not be abandoned, but that the pre- 
Bill would be deliberately diſcuſſed, and that there might 


99 


it cauſe of complaint from any party hereafter. | 

1 ore George Gordon replied to what Sir Thomas had ſaid, Lord George 
ae taken down part of his words, He alſo read a reſo- Gor 
of the Newry Aſſociation, reſpecting the conduct of 

„ ritiſh Parliament, by which it appeared that they were 


get fully ſatisfied. In the courſe of his ſpeech, which was 
mely — and very diffuſe, his Lordſhip talked of a re- 
dn in Ireland, and repeatedly called on Lord Irnham 
jeak to what had paſſed in the Houſe of Peers in Dub- 


Ln ſo pointedly called upon, he could not refrain from ban. 
Ws « word or two in reply; but that thoſe who knew him 
rea berdly think he was ſo little acquainted with parlia- 
pe y buſineſs as to £0 into the matter at large, as the 
bat H Lord who did him the honour ſo repeatedly to mention 


ndut in Ireland (where he had been to do his duty as 
rof that kingdom) had done. When the 1 
received in Ireland, he ſaĩd that they gave, bo to the 
ment and the people, very great fatisfaction; that 
ere perfectly pleaſed with the two acts already paſſed, 
u they went, and that the Parliament, for he 
a the Houſe of Commons as well as the Hoyſe of Peers, 
ed a ſpirit of loyalty to the King, of gratitude to 
d, and of eſteem for the Britiſh legiſlature,” He de- 
Won his honour that they were unanimous in ex- 
both the one and the other, and that what the noble 
ad faid relative to a rebellion in Ireland, had furprized 
Keedingly, becauſe . he was there, and he had 
TY | not 


rd Irnham roſe in conſequence, and ſaid, that after he Lord F- 
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not long left that kingdom, there was not the ſmalleſt 
pearatce. of diſcontent; on the contrary, all was cordial 
and friendſhip towards England, 
At length the queſtion was put and carried, and the 
was read a firſt time. | 


Lord North. Lord North then moved that it be read a ſecond time ont 
27th (Thurſday.) , {is 

Mr. Carrell. Mr. Luitrell objęcted, and particularly reſted on the ne 

ſity of the noble Lord's aſcertaining the condition of | 

trade he meant to give to Ireland; obſerving, that it 

highly neceſſary to be defined, becauſe the noble Lo! 

laboured a great deal in the courſe of his ſpeech, in ope 

the propoſitions to the Committee, previous to the recel 

prove, that though he meant to give Ireland a right toi 

port ſugars, that they could not poſſibly derive any be 

from that right of importation; but would get them che 

by taking them from England, than immediately fron 

Weſt-Indies. Mr, Lutrell profeſſed himſelf zealous for, 

ing Ireland what ſhe defired—a free trade; and declared, 

if this country ordered the impoſition of taxes upon the 

ports of Ireland, Ireland was not free. He ſaid the que 

reſpecting Ireland was become as the honourable gentk 

had ſtated it, principally a queſtion of ſtate; it was nec 

however to define what part of it was commercial and 

Political; he wiſhed therefore for more time, or tha 

noble Lord in the blue ribbon would then defcribe in i 

extent the condition on which the fayour was to be gr 

remarking that the two acts already paſſed had not fi 

need of the ſame fort, of preyious explanation, becaul 
were clearly unconditional in every reſpect. 

Lord North. Lord Neth ſaid, that it was true the former Ads! 

condition annexed to them, becauſe from their tende! 

any condition was geceſſary; with regard ta the preſed 

the condition of it grew out of its principle; it ba f 

brought into the Hauſe in conſequence of a refolub 19 

the Committee, ſtating, that it be expedient to gral 

land a right to import from America and the Welk 

upon condition of carrying on that trade on the ſame 

as thoſe upon which = nd enjoyed it. The gn 

_ employed to draw up the Bill, bad doubtleſs comp! 

this reſolution, which in courſe became the principls 

Bill. With regard to what the honourable gentlel 

faid of his having declared, that although the Bil 

give Ireland a right to import trom the Weſt-Indics, 


- 
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could not profit by that trade, he had neither made ſuch 3 
declaration, nor meant to convey any ſuch idea. He had 
{aid that in one article of importation from the Weſt- Indies 
viz. in the article of ſugars, Ireland might probably Rill 
chuſe-to take them circuitouſly through England, at the low 
Cuties, in preference to directly importing them at the high 
duties; but nevertheleſs, the right of importing them was 
certainly a very beneficial right, and ſurely Ireland cou!d 
not expect to have it granted her on better terins than the 
terms on which England enjoyed it.; if the preſent Bill had 
given them better terms, thoſe who drew it would not 
bave done their duty and complied with the reſolution of the 
Committee, | ty | a 3 
Sir George Yonge ſaid, he perfectly agreed with Mr. Lut- > oy 
trell that a longer time ought to be given, and begged' the 1 
noble Lord to change the day till Tueſday, declaring, that 
when the other bills were in agitation, he was obliged to be 
out of toyn on buſineſs, and that the caſe would be the fame 
on Thurſday. © „ nr: 
Lord George Gordon anſwered Sir George, and repeated his Ld 6 
language on the day that the propoſitions were opened to the e. 
Committee, obſerving that he had nevertheleſs been abſent © | 
when the acts were real! y in agitation, | . | 
Lord Nugent begged that the Houſe would ſuffer the Bill „„ ,,. 
to be read a ſecond time on Thurſday, obſerving that there ge. 
would be ample opportunity for conſidering, altering and 
amending it in other ſtages. , His Lordſhip confirmed all 
that had been ſaid about the happy temper of Ireland, and 
the welcome manner in Which they had received the pro- 
poſitions, aſſerting, that although there might be ſame few 
people in that country as mad as ſome that were in this, 
dene rational, ſenſible man approyed of what had been 
one, PRY | 04 
Sir George Longe declared, the noble Lord was miſtaken Sir G 
in his poſition, for that the ſecond reading was the only fit Yonge * 
time for debating the principle of any Bill; that in the 
Committee the wording of the clauſes and ſubordinate mat- 
ters might be altered and amended, but not the principle. 
Mr. J. Luttrell, after freſh arguments, moved as an 3. », 
amendment of the motion, that the words „on Wedneſday Larrdl 
* ſe'nnighr,” be inſerted in the room of the words © on Thuri- 


* 


. 


n 03, | r | 8 

r. Turner ſaid he was forry to hear the ſmalleſt objection Mt! al 

made to the progreſs of a Bill, which it ſo well became the 
R ö Engliſh 
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Engliſh Parliament to countenance, and declared he world 
on no occaſion vote with Oppoſition when he thought them 
wrong. That be watched them more narrowly than he 
watched his enemies, becauſe the latter could not hurt, but 
his friends might do him an eſſential . Wher he uſed 
this language, he meant not to be underftood as ſpeak. 
og perſonally, he meant the friends and enemies of the 
public. 8 | 
Mr. T. Mr, Z. Townſhend wiſhed there might be no diſpute about 
ed. ( trivial a matter as whether the Bill was to be — a ſecond 
time next Thurſday, or any day next week. When the 
7 were ft mentioned, he had urged the noble 
rd to conſider maturely what he propoſed, becauſe the 
ſame ground as he firſt took muſt be maintaised, and the 
miſchief. would be infinite if he afterwards pared away the 
propoſitions. If he gave Ireland leſs than be had originally 
told the Houſe he intended, and than Ireland was given to 
expect, it would have been abundantly better not to have 
promiſed fo much. He earneſtly therefore recommended ac- 
dommodation and unanimity. | | 
Speaker The Speater was reading the motion, when 
Lord Geerge Lord George Gordon roſe again, and ſaid he meant to ſhew 
that if the Bill was a good bill, it ought to be read a ſecond 
time the very next day, for not 3 moment was to be loft, 
a and if it was not a good bill, it ought never to be read a 
ſecond time. 1 9 
Speakers The Speaker told his Lordſhip, he was out of order, and 
; that he could only ſpeak to the motion then before the Houſe, 
ved George Lord George replied, that he meant to ſpeak to that motion, 
and to object both to the amendment and to the original mo- 
tion. He then produced a pamphlet entitled © a Letter to 
Lord North, by Francis Dobbs, Counſellor at Law in 
Dublin,” and began to read it, much to the diflike of the 
Houſe, which, from near 200 members, ſoon thinned to 
. e fe ay EY 
After be had proceeded about half way, a member roſe, 
and aſked the Speaker, if any gentleman had a right to in- 
troduce 2 pamphlet, and read the whole as a part of his ſpeech, 
whether the Houfe liked it or not? Becauſe if he had, he 
ſard, there would be an end to buſineſs, as another mem- 
bes might take vp a folio volume and inſiſt on reading it 
rough. 74 8. 
el. The Speater ſaid it lay altogether with the Houſe, who 
were maſters of their own orders, and could either give 
permiſſion or not in the preſent caſe, or any other. 
I | 


\ 


” _- 


Lord 
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Lord George Gordon inſiſted on doing his duty, and pro- Lord g 
ceeded to read on, declaring it was an John. A 4 
Lord North, Sir George Yonge, Mr. F/ombwell, Lord Beau- Lord Neb 
champ, and ſeveral others, in vain expreſſed their diſpleaſure 7 Gree 
at his Lordſhip's proceeding, and Speaker more chan g e 
once gave it as his opinion that the pamphlet had no analogy Lord B= 
or reference whatever to the motion then before the Houſe. 
Lord George, however, in a manner altogether unexampled 
in Parliament, contrived to begin again and again, and -at 
length ſo tired the Houſe, which was by this time reduced 
to a bare forty members, that they e*en conſented to let him 
finiſh it, finding him deaf to all attempts to prevent it, 
whether founded on order or not. His Lordſhip at length 
got to the end, but he ſo larded the pamphlet with com- 
ments and obſervations on almoſt every paragraph of it, that 
it was impoſſible for che hearer to make his own reflections, 
or to diſcover whether the pamphlet merited his Lordſhip's 
eulogiums or not, | 
When he had done reading, he added a few general af- 
ſertions, that Ireland was not contented, declaring, that 
every aſſertion that ſhe was, was a mere hum, and gave no- 
tice that he would the next day, move a repeal of the 
Declaratory A& of George the Firſt, binding Ireland in all 
cales whatſoe ver. Xs : 
The queſtion was put, and Lord George Gordon divided 
the Houſe upon it, when the numbers were, 


For the motion, —— I 
„ Againſt it, — 39 
The main queſtion was then put and agreed to. 
January 25. | 


Lord North moved“ it the Rey. Dr. Horne, Pre- Lord North. 
ſident of Magdalen College, Oxford, do preach before this 
Houſe on Friday, the Ath * of February next, being the 
M for a General Faſt,” . — * 
rd George Gtrdon ſaid, that whoever had of late years Lord C 
adviſed his Majeſty to order a faſt to he. obſerved genetally Gordon. | 
throughout the kingdom, had done much ſerious miſchief: 
that the faſt, ought to he confined to England, and not ex- 
tend to Scotland, for whenever a faſt had been ordered in 
that Kingdom, the popular preachers there, made a practice of 
interweaving politics in their diſcourſes, and had preached 
vp Jchu, Rehoboam, and the wicked Ahab; men whom 
they held out as having departed. from the principles of their 
forefathers, and deducing from their conduEt remarks highty 
bas 5441 prejudicial 


- 
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prejudicial ta the intereſts of the ſtate, and peculiarly dan- 
gerong in, theſe. popihh. times, eſpecially among thoſe who 
were inclined to deem the King a tyrant; and to uſe language 
equaliy indecent and unwarrant able. 

The motipg was agreed to. 


3 l 28 IS 
Lord George After which Lor , George Cerdon aſked. for the order of 
Gordon. . the day, The Speaker told him there was none; his 

Lordſhip ſeemed ſurpriſed, and faid that he had given notice 

that he intended to move a repeal of the Declaratory AR of 

the th of George the Fitſt. No notice having been for- 

mally given, none appeared on the books, his Lordſhip there- 

fore proceeded to open his. inotion. The firſt ſtep he took du 

for that purpoſe, was to read an account of two debates in 

the Houſe of Lords of Ireland, from a newſpaper, and con- 

raining firſt the ſpeech of Lord Bellamont, whom his Lord- 

ſhip ſtiled the mouth-picce of the Iriſh Parliament, and al 
afterwards" thoſe of the Lord Chancellor and another Peer, 

His. Lordſhip, accompanied his recital with ſeveral com- 

ments, ſome ſerious, but moſt of them ladicrous : he had 

not pes den far beforre og nn 7 

Lord Nerth. Lord North roſe, and ſaid, though he ſhould be exeteditig!y 
ſorry to preſs the point of order on the noble Lord, he could 
not refrain from ſubmitting it to his candout, bow extremely 
irregular it was for a member of that Houle to read a ſpeech 
from a newſpaper, e to be the fpeech of a noble 
perſon in a reſpectable aſſembly in another kingdom, to uſe 
the name of that perſon with the utmoſt” frecdom, and tb 
comment upon the ſpeech without feſerve, when the ſpeeck 
was not before the Houe, and was by no means authenti- 
cated, but the mere out · door report of a matter which might 
or might not have been d. liveted in the reſpectable Place in 


which it was ſtated to have been ſpoken, '* * 
Mr. 5. Lu-. Mr. J. Luterell commended the noble Lord's deticgey, we 2 
_ ſaid that certainly it was not regular to comment upon the 
ſpeech of a member of anothet aſſembly, mentiopipg what 
member by name, unleſs the matter commented upon was 
fully authenticated. But that if ſuch conduct was defenß 
ble freſpecting any perſon, it was reſpefting the noble Eatl 
in queſtion, who had hitnſelf ſet che example, and com, 
- mented on the conduct of ſeveral members of that afſembly,, 
in a moſt illiberal and unjuſt manger, abyſing them by gane, 
and making no ſcruple to ſay every thing that wantonheh 
could ſuggeft, A the prejudice of forme of he walt worthy 
and reſpectable characters 1h the cle ep © rig 


— 


Lord Nerth in reply, obſerved, that he could only ſay the Lord Nertb. 
atter was wrong in itſelf, let it begin where it would, : and 
at certainly he who firſt ſet the example, if the caſe were 
the honourable gentleman had repreſented it, was much 
blame; but admitting that the Parliament of Ireland had 
n betrayed into an wregularity, it was no reaſon they 
ould follow the ſame error. 
Lord George Gordon promiſed. to be more guarded in the re- 1% 
inder of what he had to read, and not to mention any Gorder. 
mes whatever. He declared that all he meant to offer to 
> conſideration of the Houſe, both by reading and ſpeech, 
puld not take up more than one hour; that it was'exceed- 
fly important, becauſe it would prove i that 
> noble Lord in the blue ribbon was deceived, if be ima- 
ed all Ireland was contented with what bad been done, 
auſe the Parliament of that country had expreſſed their 
isfaction on hearing the news of the two acts having paſſed 
> Britiſh legiſlature, and of the third propoſition made to 
> committee by the noble lord. He begged therefore that 
Houſe would pay him due attention, declaring that it 
duld be for their intereſt and eaſe, becauſe he was deter- 
ned to do his duty; and if they prevented him one day, he 
uld reſume the ſubject the next, by which means the 
tter might be poſtponed till a buſy day, and then ſo much 
wake ys . that they would find themſelves 
Agreeat tuat | | 
i Loodihio then proceeded to read the remainder of Lord 
mont's ſpeech, &c. terming it * the ſpeech of a noble 
rd in a certain aſſembly,” and obſerving, that he read it 
rely as a newſpaper account, and if any * of it was 
ongly ſtated, a noble Lord fat near him [Lord Irnbam] 
o had been preſent at the debate, and who would ſet him 
at by contradicting thoſe parts of the account which the 
le Lord ſhould know to be erroneous, After going thro 
account, his Lordſhip read, one after another, Lord Hills- 
ough's letter to the lord mayor of Dublin (dated St. 
des s, Dec. 23, and ſtating, that his Majeſty had juſt re- 


yy TD =o. 


FY - * - * 


f d from the Houſe of Peers, whither he had been to give 
ou ent to an act reſpeRting the trade of a 
'\ . of which he encloſed) ; the letter of Lord Hills- 
1» 8 0ugh's ſecretary to the ſeneſchal of Newry, on the ſame 


yea; various extracts from the Iriſh papers, containing ac- 
its of the * in ee we receipt Ec 
"3; accounts ings of the people of Armagh on th: 

10n, and of the people of different places; a letter from 
Edward Newenham on the ſubject of what he termed 
ol. XVII. K the 


Dat che exiſtenee of the act was a "grievance to them, and 
hat its principle was unjuſt; neither of which forms had 
ben complied with in the preſent caſe, but on the contrary, 
e noble Lord had reſted entirely on extracts from newſpapers, 
hd an unauthenticated pamphlet, faid to be written by a Mr. 
hobbs, and read by the noble Lord as a part of his ſpeech. 
ith regard to many of the facts ſtated oy the noble Lord, he 
lade nd Teruple to ſay he verily believed, they were exactly 
they had been repreſented to the Houſe. He could not, he 
cclared; refrain from expreſſing his aſtoniſhment that Tre- 
nd ſhould avow herſelf ſatisfied with what had been done by 
xe” Engliſh Parliament ſince the noble Lord brought in his 
opoſitions. When the two acts already paſſed were in agi- 
tion, he, and many other gentlemen, had remained filent, be- 
uſe as thoſe acts Were perfectly unconditional they afforded 
ground for diſtuſſion. That which remained to be agitated 
of a very different kind, and therefore he took that oppor- 
rad Ga faying, that although he by no means deft to 
poſe the giving Ireland a farther extenfion of trade, yet 
was far from thinking it juſt to annex a condition to the 
ended bill, 8 the Itiſh would be prevented from 
rchaling a commodity (which he could not conſider as a 
kury, but in a great degree as a ne of life) from on 
ard a ſhip in one of their on ports, as cheap as they could 
chaſe it, if they ſent to England for it. He faid, be al- 
led to the article of ſugars; and repeated, that to "oblige 
land to impoſe a high duty on the direct importation of 
Mm from the Weſt Indies, militated againſt. the idea of a 
trade, and went in direct violation of thoſe principles of 
ree conſtitution, which he wiſhed Ireland to enjoy, and 
ie the noble Lord had in his laſt conciliatory propoſitions 
r. Lottrell enlarged à good deal on this point; but ac- 
owledped that if Ireland Fed certainly it was not 
Alary" or proper for us to cry out, that enough was not 
He hoped; however, as the Triſh were either fo gene- 
ds or ſo humble as to rely implicitly on the Wiſdom and 
— — that P Wr uy ſhew yur wor- 
of the confidence placed in it by Ireland, and in granting 
it kind of den ane be W 'redy to ix ren | 
yon the will and libetaliry" U the Englii Parlament) 
Utake care not to comfer à nomimal benefit, "but to give 
ſupſtantial, uticifeatnſcribed, and effectual bebefit. 


Yournment, which the __ was proceeding to put — 
2 


ord George" Gordon rofe" to exptaiti” and anfwer, but 16 Lare 
non being before the Houſe, a — moved the queſtion C 


Lord 
Cordon. 


dis, Burke. 


Lord North, Lord North moved the (cond — of the bill for givir 
George Lord George Gordon made a few objections. and called upa 


tations "a be liable to þ end 51 
Hou ce « 


fol orng th freedom of Parliament, and. for dre 
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the er form, when Lord, George roſe again and bega 

Fg. Galle to eder, ho. faid he meant to ſpeak 

5 1 5 dF N e but going into bis forme 

aj, members Ie their ſeats, and he thereupon {x 

down, giving peaker an, . of. HR Na thy 
79 fron Dry was. done. , -It_e 

anuary 

eee ſtood for it on the book 

as; there was no motion of a public nature made, tix 

Hale, adjourned, after 8 N ſme petitions. | Ire 


an equal trade to 


the noble ++ in the blue ribbon to acquaint the Houſe whe. 
ther he was fully informed that the people of Ireland would 
ſatished with the preſent bill? If any 1 remained about 
he wif that the right honourable H. Flood, a member na. 
the Parliament, one of the privy council of Ireland, a 
now in England, might be examined at the bar, He allows 
it would not be decent, nor might it be proper, to compel hu 
to give the information Are whether the people of Irela 

1 gontent with the favours, rights, or conceſſions of th 
iſ Parliament; but ſtill he believed it would not be outd 

orders to elude ray that Mr. Flood would inform the r wh: 

the matter. 
de e motion was agreed to. buf 
January 28. 

The Houſe in committee on the matter relative to prize 
tobacco, came to the following reſolution : _ 
* That it is the opinion of this Committee that all li 
bacco of the growth, product, and manufacture of any tv 
reign parts that hath, or ſhall be taken and condemned u 
prize, be ſubject to the ſame duties as tobacco of the growth, 
product or manufacture of any of the Britiſh colonies or. plat 


r. Burke ſaid, as he wiſhed not to take any, gentleman 
any place, by. ſurprize, he thought it neceſſary mou c 
that 3 ta move his propoſi dan pas 
my, for leflening and checking the influence of x cron 


the hands yernment,” on the 11th. of, F 
Burke Laid, "he had maturely 47 4 . — and di Lao ary es 
n now. ready to ſtate it; not ag 


n r 
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form/ be ſhould give the buſmeſs way 8 rſect, be- 
\fe he was far from pretending to be that Jupiter who 
a Pallas from his brain, armed completely at 
points; he merely, deſigned to inform the Houſe that he 
ready, and he traſted- that he ſhould preſent the plan in 
h a ſhape and faſhion, as would enable them to make 
nething of it, when it was before them. 109 
ſr. Turner ſaid a few words relative to the great want of Mr. T. 
ndance;” He did not mean to blame one fide of the Houſe 
re than the other: the fact was evident, the application of 
ould be therefore general. He was as free to cenſure 
fe with whom he occaſionally acted, as thoſe to whom 
had hitherto proved a ſteady adverſary. He was remarked” 
it in the county he reſided in; but he cared not; truth and 
own ſentiments ſhould ever with him take the way of all 
connexions of diſtinctions. It was ſhameful to the laſt 
de, he ſaid, to behiold St. Stephen's walls deſerted in ſuch 
anner. It was a farce to talk of the repreſentatives of 
people in that 'Houſe j they were not to be found there, 
hgh they were marching in troops about the town: he 
them at the corner of almoſt every ſtreet. In ſhort, he 
jeved in his conſcience, the conſequence would be, that 
conſtituent 1 the people, finding themſelves with- ' 
repreſentatives. but in name, or any one to conduct their 
lic or 3 ae and — would, inſtead of 
ling repreſentatives there or elſewhere, at length wiſely 
—— 2 — their own affairs. * 
Adjourned to the 31ſt. | 


January 31. 2 «By 
Decollation of Charles I. obſerved this day, yeſterday being 


day. fo 
CORE * February 1. 
dee laſt volume, page 225.} ' 
Ir. 4. Bacon preſented the report of the committee of Mr. 4. 
leges on the eomplaint made againſt the Duke of Chan · 
| interfering in the late eleQion for the county of 


Ihe report contained ſeveral ſtrong facts, and clear proofs | 
the interference 6 of his . — His hand- 

ing was proved clearly by ſeveral s, and fix letters 

N the letters acknow ö 
between three and four hundred fuch letters had been 
en by him, by the noble Duke's direction; and one of 
Clerks of the poſt- office proved his Grace's hand. 8 : 


. * 
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other particulars were ſtated, of leſs conſequence, and two i 
three reſolutions agreed to in the committee; and, at lengt 
that/concerning the fact of interference, which was, 
„ Reſolved, That James Bridges, Duke of Chandais, 
er of Parliament, and lord lieutenant of the county 
on, has concerned himſelf i the late election f 
faid county.“ rere N 
1 Mere As ſoomi as the reſolution was read, Lord Nugent roſe, 
obſerved; that although he did not rife to defend the condi 
of CN Duke, or controvert the facts eater i 
port, t it was totally unneceſſary to proce | 
in this buſinefs! He r bred to divert the attention 
the Houſe by a ſtory, in order to ſnew that cuſtom had 
— ſanctioned ſuch a owe” B36 4 by 
1746, when Mr. Pitt was appointed paymaſter of th 
— the room of Mr. Wining 69. f, Pitt, on h 
vacating his ſeat, was re- elected for a Suffex borough, throw 
the intereſt of the late Duke of Newcaſtle —— What was ti 
conſequence ? A complaint was preferred to that Hauſe 
the unſucceſsful member againſt the noble Duke, as a pr 
of. Parliament, and lord lieutenant, and againſt the great Lo 
_ Chatham, as being returned by an undue influence; one g 
them the beſt, the other the greateſt man that ever live 
for he believed . God never made a better man than the lt 
Duke of Newcaftle ; nor an abler ſtateſman and founder jt 
tnot than Mr. Pitt.“ But the complaint was diſmiſſed by1 
majority of full three to one. The noble Duke Fas natural) 
hoſpitable and generous, and he might have poſſibly given 
few dinners on the occaſion; nor would it be eaſy at ay 
time, he believed, to prevent noble peers from concernity 
themſelves in elections, either in a more direct or covert wif. 
The matter was then very properly let to fleep, and he hope 
the example would be followed on the preſent occaſion, ak 
this would likewiſe be let to ſleep. That being his wiſh, 
would move, that faid report be taken into conſideration d 
that day four monts. ieee ene er eee 
Mr. un. Mr. Hilbas made a ſhort reply, in which, among ſome ot 
ſtrong expreſſions, he obſerved, that the offence charged int 
report was of a moſt atrocious nature, and was in finitely t 
minall in its nature and purport, by the” e 
ſtances which accompanied it. He repeated ſome of thoſe, 8 
dwelt. ſome time with great upon them. He ſaid, 
caſes compared by the noble Lord were widely different; thi 
the conduct of the deceaſed Duke and the noble Earl, was nn 
a juſtification of the Duke of Chandois ; neither was 9 
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rference at all falls: One was influencing a borough 

-Qion, of which no proof, further than giving ae din 
rs to the electors, was ſtated by the noble Lord who made \ 
e motion ; and, however great gr able Lord Chathem 
ight be, he was Far from thinking him infallible. After 

few words more; to the fame purpoſe, the queſtion was 
lled for, and the gallery cleared; but the debate continued, 

che courſe of which a motion was made for reading the 
burnals of the year 1703, containing a complaint againſt 
loyd, Biſhop of Worceſter, for interferjng ia the election 
1 that county. 
The proceedings being read, it appeared that Sir Jobn 

ackinton, one of the candidates, had proved the interfe- 
nee of the right reverend prelate ; in conſequence of 

hich, the Houſe of Commons addrefled her Majeſt * 

he to remove him, for his corrupt practices, from fem 
ice he held” near her Majefty, that of Almoner, which | 

neſt the Queen complied with. 
The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided. | Ayes for 

rd Nugent's motion, 87. Noes, 30. 
Lord North then moved, the order of the day for the Lord North 
pule's going into a committee on the Iriſh papers, which 
Ing done, his Lordſhip moved the three following es 
ons : 1 
iſt; (c That it is the opinion of this committee chat it is 
pedient to repeal ſo much of the act of the 19th of King: 
ery VII. or any other Acts, which prohibit the e- 
rting,.. carrying, or conveying coin out of this realm, 
0 Ireland.“ 
2d. 4 That it is che opinion of this committee to 
h acts which prohibit the importation' of foreign hops into 
land, and which take off the drawback upon hops * 
rted from Great Britain to Ireland.” - 
3d. ge That it is expedient to extend to his' Majeſty's ſub- 
in Ireland, the privilege of being admitted into þ 
key Company, and to enable them to import into, and 
port from Ireland, in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips,” ſuch 8 | 
iy be imported into, and exported from Great Britain, 05 


4 


2 
"Ie x 


— 


tiſh ſhips, by the merchants of England tradi ing to th 
vaat ſeas. | eee 707 
The ſang reolations were unanimouſy agreed! to, ” =_ 
TIO i February 3. TEES: Wl (PO AH 
par buſineſs. | Adjourned to the 58 * e N the 
2. "ur Fi brua 
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. calamitous and impoveriſhed condition of the nation, mu 


exorbitant emoluments, and penſions. unmerited by publi 


_ effeftual meaſures be 


Your pet 
honourable Honſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt 
2 
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No debate. 7 | 

MP eps a February 8 | 

This dey Sir George Savile preſented the following petition 

To the Honcurable the Commons of Great Britain in Parlianin 
14 d : 


The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholden 
of the County of York, | 


Sheweth, 


_ THAT this nation hath been engaged for ſeveral years if 
a moſt expenſive and unfortunate war; that many of ou 
valuable colonies, having actually declared themſelves inde 
pendent, | have formed a ftrict confederacy with Fran 
and Spain, the dangerous and inveterate enemies of Grea 
Britain; that the conſequence of thoſe combined misfortuna 
hath been, a large addition to the natjonal debt, a heay 
accumulation of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade, mant- 
faQtures, and land- rents cf the kingdom. 

Alarmed at the diminiſhed reſources and growing burthey 
of this country, and convinced that rigid frugality is nc 
indiſpenfibly neceſſary in every department of the flat 
your petitioners obſerve with grief, that notwithſtanding th 


public money has been improyidently ſquandered, and thi 
many individuals enjoy ſinecure places, efficient places wit 


ſervice, to a large and ſtill encreaſing amount; whence ti 
crown has acquired a great and unconſtitutional influenc 
which if not checked, may ſoon proye fatal to the liberticd 
this country. % a 
Your petitioners conceiving that the true end of eve! 
legitimate government is not the emolument of any ind 
vidual, but the welfare of the community; and conſide 
ing that by the conſtitution of this realm, the natios 
purſe is intruſted in a peculiar manner to the cuſtody of f 
honourable Houſe ; beg leave further to repreſent, that ui 
. — to redreſs the oppreſſive grievand 

herein ſtated, the grant of any additional ſum of pub 
money, beyond the produce of the preſent taxes, will 
injurious to the rights and property = the people, and den 
gatory from the honour and dignity of Parhament. | 
itioners therefore appealing to the j hy 155 5 

| 
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ew burthens are laid upon his country, effectual meaſures 

may be taken by this Houſe to enquire into ant chrrect the 

grols abuſes in the expenditure” of public money; to reduce 
exorbitant emoluments; to reſcind and abolifh all finecure 
laces and unmerited penſions; and to appropriate the pra- 

ace to the neceſſities of the ſtate in ſuch manner as to the 

wiſdom of parliament ſhall ſeem meet. | 

And your petitioners fhall ever pray, &c. 


Sir George Savile apologized for ſpeaking in a low tone of Sir George 

-oice : he had got a cold: there was a ſoreneſs in his throat, l. 

hich he was afraid might prevent him from ſpeaking in fo 

audible a manner as to be heard by this great aſſembly. The 

Houſe was remarkably ſtill and attentive. The character of 

he ſpeaker, the importance of the ſubject, the novelty of 

the occaſion, fully counterbalanced the diſtemper that would 

ave, proved fatal to the cloquence of a member leſs popular 

peaking on a lighter ſubject: ſuch was the deep filence that 

prevailed on both fides of the Houſe, that the venerable patriot 

was beard without much difficulty. He had the honour to 

repreſent'a very extenſive, a very populous, a very mercan- 

ile, eint and rich county. In ſuch à county, 

t muſt naturally be imagined, that many private intereſts 

night be made objects of parliamentary bounty, if either the 

epreſented or repreſentatives, like ſome others, were more 

«Sttcative. to incloſure bills, to road bills, and others of the 
ne ſtamp, than to the great concerns of the nation. This 

Is now” che laſt day of receiving private petitions, I have 

rated until I think they are all given in. I have no private 

petition to preſent, though in ſuch a county as Yorkſhire, 

hew bridges, roads, and havens, would not be unworthy the 

con deration of the legiſlature, I have here a petition which 

n (wallowed up the conſideration of all private objects, 

and ſuperſeded all private petitions. A petition ſubſcribed 

by eight thouſand freeholders and upwards. The people have 

heard that a regard to private intereſt, in this Houſe, is a 

great enemy to the diſcharge of our public duty. Yao! feel 

merely the preſſure of heavy taxes, yet, they are't "the 

ononcy, Which hey can ſo ill ſpare, is waſted profuſe} „Without 

doducing any, good, Day, and to the protutibn”* of mad 
bad effects. The beg. that enquiry may be adde into the 
expenditure of that money, that if there ard any exorbitant 
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things are repreſented calmly and with moderation, Nothing 
is ſaid of the conduct of miniſters, it may have been goo 
or bad, for ought that appears in the petition, Never ſurely 
were petitioners to Parliament more cool and diſpafſionate, 
They cenfine themſelves to one object, the expenditure d 


the public money. The make no ftriftures on the piſ 


management of miniſtry; though candour obliges me 1 
acknowledge, that it is pretty plainly hinted or implied in 
the petition, that they who have hitherto managed our puh. 
lic affairs, ſhall manage them no more. I hope no objettia 
will be made to the receiving of this petition. Indeed that 
is not what I fear. Miniſtry dare not refuſe to give the pet. 
tion a hearing. But it is an eaſy matter to hear a petition, 
and to put it off without complying with the prayer of it. 
The noble Lord, if he had a mind (looking towards Lon 
North) could by one nod induce a majority of this Houſe v 
t the prayer of this petition ; or if he pleaſes, he can pu 

it off with abundance of ingenuity and addreſs, He vil 
probably have no objection to hear the petition read; he may 
profeſs great regazd tothe petitioners, an anxious concern for 
their intereſt ; he may even go ſo far as to conſent to enquire 
into the alledged grievances, and fix a time and a commuter 
for that purpoſe. Yet ſtill it may be his ſecret purpoſe to 
defeat the end of the petition, I therefore now call upo 
the noble Lord, ſaid Sir George, to ſpeak out like a man, 
and to declare whether he means to countenance and ſupport 
the petition or not. Such an open and manly declaration of 
his intentions, will ſave us much time and trouble, and wil 
better become a man of his quality and conſequence, than 
any arts of miniſterial craft and juggling. I hope he wil 
ſeriouſly conſider this petition, what is the importance of it, 
who were the inſtigators of it, by whom, as well as by hos 
many it is ſubſcribed. I make no threats; this petition is not 
preſented by men with ſwords and muſkets. It is a legal, 4 
conſtitutional petition, Tt is the right of the Britiſh fabjeth 
to petition, But petitions of the kind that have often becn 
preſented here and elſewhere, and as often diſregarded, I own, 
were nugatory, and muſt be ineffetive. The requeſt of the 
titioners is here ſo reaſonable, that they cannot but expett 
at it will be ted; but ſhould it be refuſed; here I leaꝶ 

a blank, that blank let the conſciences, let the feelings, ct 
the reaſon of miniſters ſupply. Nor will palliations, excuſes 
partial expedients, be ſufficient, Mock enquiries will not 
anſwer our purpoſe. If the Parliament mock the Peer 

l 
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the people will learn not to reſpect the Parliament. In order 
to detract from the weight of petitions, it is not uncom- 
monly inſinuated, that they are procured by underhand arts, 
or by publicly canvaſſing for them; or it 18 alledged, that the 
petitioners are of no great importance, their petition may be 
rejected with impunity; neither of theſe inſinuations would 
be juſt in the preſent caſe. Such a petition as this could not 
de inſtigated by a few incendiaries operating on fimple and 
redulous people in hedge ale-houſes ; it is the reſult of the 
ommon feelings of a numerous people; the cauſe is as gene- 
ral as the effect; it is the ſame voice that ſounds in Yorkthire, 
hich will ſoon be heard in other parts of the country. I 
vas not a little ſurprized to find, that my honourable friend 
near me [ Mr. Burke] had drawn up a plan to be propoſed to 
his Houſe within two days, founded on ideas fo fimilar to 
hoſe that dictated this petition. There was no communica- 
ion that I know of between that gentleman and the petitioners 
df Yorkſhire. The univerſality of the ſentiments on this 
ubject, is no contemptible proof of their juſtneſs, I wiſh 
nat this Houſe may conſider, I repeat it, from whom this 
petition comes. It was firſt moved in a meeting of fix hun- 
red gentlemen and upwards ; in the hall where this petition 
as conceived, there was more property than within the walls 
of this Houſe. | Here Sir George threw down upon the 


able, with a deal of vehemence, a liſt of the gentle- 
nen's names.] But, he continued, they are not to abandon 
e petition, whatever may be its fate in this Houſe ; there 
a committee appointed to correſpond on the ſubje of the 
petition with the committees of other counties, | Here he in 
ke manner threw down on the table a ht of the names of 
he committee. The ſubſcribers are between eight and nine 
ouſand, as appears from the petition itſelf. 

A motion being made for leave that the petition might be 
ead, it was read accordingly. 


preſumed to dictate any particular mode of enquiry or redreſs 
df the grievances complained of; how far Parliament were 
0 go, or what particular ſteps they ought to take, would be 
pointed out by a diſpoſition to comply with the petition, if 
hat diſpoſition ſhould exiſt, The following obſervation, 
owever, fell from Sir George, that ſomething more was 
xpected than what he had (cen in the propoſitions to be made 
o the Houſe by bis honourable friend, Mr, Burke. 

L 2 Lord 


orce the prayer of the petition ; The petitioners had not 


ile. 
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dir George Savile roſe again to explain, inculcate, and en- 8 Ong. 
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Lord North ſaid, that the honourable gentleman needed not 
have taken. ſo much pains to convince- the Houle that the 
petition ought to be received; nor to have expatiated on ſo 
obvious a truth, as that it was not to be dreaded that any 
man, or ſet of men, would dare to reject it. No man 11 
his ſenſes, who fat in this Houſe, was ignorant that the right 
of petitioning belonged to all Britiſh ſubjects. He had been 
called upon to declare whether he would oppoſe or forward 
the object of the petition. - The petition was now before the 
Houle ; it had been read, and it ſhould have his conſent to 
he on the table for ſome time, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, or 
the peruſal of the members. That the Houſe, he doubted not, 
would take it into their ſerious conſideration; and after en- 
quiring into the facts alledged, after examining the merits of 
the cauſe, freely and unpartially decide, according to the 
beſt of their judgment, in ſuch a manner, as to conſult the 
good of the petitioners, without loſing ſight of that of the 
country in general. A petition properly introduced, would 
always, he hoped, in this Houte, meet with a fair and candid 
attention. With reſpect to the threats that had been broadly 
hinted by the honourable gentleman, he hoped they would 
have no effect on the minds of the judges one way or the 
other. He had been threatened with unknown but ſevere 
conſequences, if he ſhould ſo much as delay granting the 
requeſted redreſs, until an enquiry ſhould be made into the 
exiſtence, nature, and extent of the alledged” grievances. 
Truly, I muſt ſay, faid his Lordſhip, that the petition fuffer 
not a little by a prohibition from all enquiry into the fact 
on which it is founded. | Here Sir George Savile roſe to 
explain what he had ſaid, He was not againſt an enquiry, 
but againſt the ſemblance of an enquiry, a mock enquity. 
He had taken the liberty to aſk the noble Lord, whether he 
would make an enquiry, bona fide, for the purpole of at- 
ſwering or fruſtrating the end of the petition, ] To my eat 
continued Lord North, what fell from the honourable gen- 
tleman had the appearance of a caveat againſt any kind d 
inquiry. He inſinuates that the enquiry will be undertake 
with ſiniſter and partial views. How far this is fair and cat- 
did, nay how far ſuch ſuppoſitions, in a caſe of this kind, 
are parliamentary, I ſubmit to the judgment of the Hou! 
The honourable gentleman has ſaid, that the ideas and [ent 
ments that gave birth to the petition, are very univerl; 
as a proof of this he obſerves, and he is ſurprized to oblerv6 


ſo wonderful a fimilarity between the ideas. of gentlemen if 
Vorkſhine 
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ſhire on the ſubject of the petition, and thoſe of an 
urable gentleman, who is ſoon to make a motion on that 
d in this Houſe, With regard to that matter, he would 
ſay, that what ſeemed ſo turpriting to the honourable 
eman, did not ſurpriſe him in the leaſt, He concluded 
ling the Houſe, that they muſt not conſider his pro- 
ng in raiſing the necetlary ſupplies as any diſrepect to 
etition, The pctition was neither formally nor virtu- 
egatived, although the confideration of it was not pre- 

to all other buſineis. The ſupplies had been voted, 
it would be neceſſary, without much longer delay, to 


on the ſubjc& of ways and means. 


01 he could not refrain from making ſome obſervations on 
he poſitions that had now been made by the noble Lord. 
he conſideration of the petition, ſays he, may very fitly 
he ftponed to that of ways and means for raifing the ſup- 
1 Compare this language with the generous and magna- 


$ adnvration of miniſtry, when they applauded and 
red the conduct of the atioctations in Ireland, who re- 
to grant ſuppnes for more than. one half year, before 
grievances ſhould be redretied, before the prayer of 
petition for a free trade ſhould be granted. Is there 
law for the aſſociations in Ireland, and another for thoſe 
neland ? No. The noble Lerd :s a man of accuracy 
onſiftency, He muſt therefore mean, whatever he may 
ſaid in the heat and hurry of debate, that the aſſoci- 
is in England, in imitation of thoſe in Ireland, ought 
rant no fupplics, to pay no taxes, until their petition 
a proper reſpect; until its prayer be fully granted. I 
t a loſs to conjecture the threats that the noble Lord ſays 
been hinted by the honourable gentleman, meaning 
by to fix a ſtigma on this and other petitions, The 
le are not in arms, they do not menace civil war. They 
in their power legal, conſtitutional, peaceable means of 
reing their petition, It is to thete means the honourable 
leman alludes, when the noble Lord ſuppoſes that he 
vs cut threats of another kind. No, Sir, let not the 
but firm voice of liberty be miſtaken for the diſmal and 
rdant accents of blood and flaughter, The evil the 
durable gentleman preſages, if this or other petitions 
ſpurned with contempt and infolenee, is of another, 


gu not of a leſs formidable nature. The people will 
loſe 
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on. C. J. Fox ſaid, that he did not intend to ſpeak at Hon. C. J. 
time on the ſubject of the petition before the Houle ; Fs 
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loſe all confidence in their repreſentatives, all revereng 
Parliament. The conſequences of ſuch a fituation, ] 
not point out: let not the contemplation of neceſſary < 
be confidered as a denunciation of vengeance. I wiſh 
much anxiety that gentlemen would conſider what the 
when they fit in this Houſe. Inſignificant of them 
they derive their importance from the appointment of | 
conſtituents, It is the duty of members of Parliamey 
conform to the ſentiments, and in ſome degree, event; 
prejudice of the people. In their legiſlative capacity, 
wiſhes and wants of the people, ought in this land of li 
to be their grand, rule of conduct. I ſay in their legiſ 
capacity; for I make a diſtinction between that and 
judicial capacity; in which laſt they muſt give judg 
according to the letter of the law, and in this too they! 
falt the intereſts of liberty. Suppoſe the people ſhoul 
of opinion that there is no longer any need of a very er 
five Board of Trade and Plantations, when that trade 
thoſe plantations, for the ſake of which the Board wa 
eſtabliſhed, no longer exiſt, would it not become the 
Lord's duty, to facrifice his particular opinion to thein, 
to act agreeable to their notions and inftruftions ? Ther 
Lord has been very ſevere upon the honourable gentleman, 
the ſuppoſition that he had entered his caveat again 
taking time to enquire into the allegations contained it 
petition, The honourable gentleman has himſelf ſuffic 
repelled the attacks of his noble opponent, by reminding 
that what he apprehended was not a real but a mock enqy 
But one thing, ſaid Mr. Fox, I cannot but remark. | 
ideas of an enquiry, and an intention to defeat its ch 
ſeem ſo intimately connected in the noble Lord's mind, 
it is not in his power to disjoin them; fo _ at 
ated, that he cannot think on the one, without confour 
it with the other. I cannot imagine, continued this ing 
ous and animated ſpeaker, that any objection can poſſiby 
made to the petition. But ſome may ſay, ©* Are we ſu 
above all that went before us? like thoſe on whom the it 
of Siloam fell? Are we more corrupt than other Parliant 
who were never peſtered with petitions of this kind? N 
don't ſuppoſe you are; but though former Pacliaments 
as bad as you, and you know the ſeverity of that compar 
yet the people did not know it, Now they do not pe! 
fee it, but they feel it; they feel the preſſure of taxes; 
beg you would not lay your hand fo heavily on them, vl 
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onomical as poſſible on the expenditure of the public 
We on this fide of the Houſe recommend and en- 
their applications. Let miniſtry hearken to the peti- 
of the people, even though they are recommended to 
favourable regard by members in oppoſition, Let them 
their requeſts, and the whole glory of ſo popular a com- 
e will be theirs. Their praiſes were founded in loud 
bs for granting to the people of Ireland, what that peo- 
ade good for themſelves by their own muſkets, I will 
the controverſy between the miniftry and gentlemen on 
de of the Houſe, on the ſame iſſue on which the wiſeſt 
gen, Solomon, reſted the determination of the diſpute 
en the two women, each of whom claimed the living 
and diſavowed the dead one, We ſay to miniſtry, 
miſapply the public money; nay, you do worſe, you 
it to bad purpoſes : miniſtry ſay to us, You want our 
s; and thus the charge of corruption is given and re- 
J, Come now, let us ſee whoſe child Corruption is; 
ry are willing, are defirous, that it ſhould be ſacrificed; 
ry have often made ſimilar profeſſions ; the time is 
to prove the fincerity of both; ſee who will now ac- 
ledge ; ſee who will father this dear but denied child, 
ption ! On the whole, ceconomy will ſtrengthen the 
of government, reheve the people from hardſhips, be 
rce of fame and triumph to miniſtry over their adver- 
; for who will dare to ſay, or who will not be abhorred 
ying any thing to the prejudice of ſo honeſt and upright 
miniſtration, as thoſe men who ſhall redreſs in ſo ſatis- 
ry a manner the grievances of an oppreſſed people? 
people of England only pray to be on a footing with 
bets of France, whoſe government voluntarily re- 
hed and reſcinded unneceſſary places, thus opening 
irce of ſtrength in a tender and in a wiſe plan of cco- 


dd G. Gordon ſaid, that he would agree to the prayer of Lord Gorge 
petition, and would go ſomewhat farther. Reformation . 
gion was his objeck. The word Reformation, which 
c u itberto been appropriated to religious, was now pro- 
by * applied to _ matters. Minority had 
made the cat's paw by miniſtry, 1n the bill for 
jo relief to Papiſts, e. &c. 85 TO 
f. Turner told the Houſe, that he. held in his hand a Me. Taras. 
Pn from the city of York, ſigned by nine hundred and 
s TY burgeſles, almoſt the whole of his conſtituents, of a 
4 ſimilar 


Gordon 
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ſimilar nature to that which had been juſt now preſent 
his honourable friend, in the name of the country, el 
portance of the petition had already been explained byf 
gentleman; and the neceſſity of complying with the pry 
very ably inculcated; he would only affure the Houte, | 
the petition originated with the people themſelves ; not 
fice or influence had been uſed, on his part, to inftigat 
he conſidered it as the duty of members of Parliament, 
to lead, but to follow the ſentiments of their conſtitu 
Several of the gentlemen who had oppoſed the petition, 
rummond, fon of the late Archbiſhop of York, for wi 
memory he expreſſed the higheſt regard, Mr, Cholmond 
&c. were his moſt dear and intimate friends; they kney 
he never ſolieited their voices in behalf of the petition; 
neither would dictate to his voters in any public meaſur, 
ſubmit to the meanneſs of aſking them to chuſe him ma 
to repreſent them in Parliament. Rather than ſtoop to 
a conduct, he would be content to go about the city car 
ſtones on his back. Thus much, however, he told a 


voters, that if they wiſhed to ſupport the preſent mini 


not to elect him their repreſentative in the Houſe of Comn 
The petition, he declared on his honour, had never! 


promoted by him; It is the genuine voice of my conl 
ents, ſaid he; their numbers, their property, their u 
mity, I hope, will give it ſome weight, Let it be red 
bered, that the petitions now preſented to Parliament, 
not ordinary petitions ; for you may hear of them aga 
ou ſhould not think proper to forward their objcQ, 
Lord Gezrge Lord George Gorden begged to remind the Houte, that 


formation {ſhould begin with religion, Aſſociations, his 

ſhip obſerved, were forming againſt the toleration of I 
in every part of the Britiſh empire; Ireland, Scotland, 
England, were alike averſe to the meaſure ; the moſt a 
ful con ſequences were to be apprehended, if the 1 
ſtinately perfitted in it. His Lordſhip reminded the! 

that the moſt bigotted tyrants had ſank beneath the weig 
a proteſtant army. He paid the higheſt compliments 
worthy friends (Sir George Savile and Mr. Burke); 
was convinced that they had ſupported the bill from tit 
reit motives ; and his Lordſhip expreſſed his ſincere col 
that policy, in any one inftance, ſhould render the mol 
limited toleration dangerous to a free Rate ; but when 
happineſs of the people was concerned, the iatereſt of 

viduals ſhould always gtve way, 


% 


The queſtion was put, whether the petition from the city 
f York ſhould lie on the table? and it was carried nem. con. 


hat he was privy to the petitions of the county aſſociations. 
had declared that I was not; yet the Temple of Truth, 
ins conſcia recti, has been violated, her dictates have been 
xenly blaſphemed. I declare, upon my honour, that I nei- 
er interfered directly nor indirectly in the county aſſocia- 
pn of York, nor in any other county aſſociation; and in 
is declaration I aſſure the Houſe I do not deceive them. Here 
muſt take notice of ſome things reſpecting myſelf that have 
llen from my noble friend near me Lord G. . 
ough I confeſs they have little connection with the buſineſs 
fore us. He pays me many compliments on my talents 
r deceit, if I choſe to exerciſe them; but I have myſelf ſo 
dor an opinion of my talents of this kind, that they will be 
y very laſt reſource ; nor ſhall any emergency ever drive 
e to exert them. He ſuppoſes that I have been made a 
t's-paw, in the inſtance alluded to, by miniftry, [ Here 
r. Burke laughed np much.] I ſuppoſe, ſaid he, that 
ore people take a cat by the paw, they muſt have a good 
"SWinion of the gentle and tractable nature of the particular 
imal; for there are cats ſo fierce, indocile, and intract- 
le, that it would not be ſafe to meddle with their paws. 
pw I do not know that miniſtry have ever found me of a 
pliant nature; neither have they ever adventured to 
ze my paws, The noble Lord thinks that my condu& 
th regard to the diſciples of the church of Rome did not 
deeed from any religious conſiderations ; and in this he 
agines he pays me a compliment : but the noble Lord is 
ſtaken, I was influenced by religion, The only 2 
drofeſs, is that of univerſal humanity and benevolence. But 
$ 1 Mr. Speaker, is foreign to the purpoſe for 
uch J now requeſted the attention of the Houſe, I have 
eived a letter from my conſtituents of Briſtol, accompany- 
a petition from that great city; the object of which, like 
It of others, is public economy. The letter contains 
iſes which I do not deſerve. Fr ſhall not therefore be 
d before this Houſe, Let a regard to truth prevail over 
love of fame. The trade of Briſtol has ſuffeted greatly 
all its branches : in ſome it is wholly extinguiſhed, The 
00 that has overtaken that city, has not come on by flow 
b gradual approaches, but ſuddenly and violently ; it has 
ſuffered diminution and decay, but teceived' blows ; the 
re | OY evils 


Mr. Burke complained of an infinuation of a noble Lord, we. purke 
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evils they complain of have been long felt. Many of 4 
principal merchants have talked with me of petitioning Py 
. What I ſaid to them was this: You know tl 
common fate of petitions; if you do mean to preſent a 
tion, do not forſake it, like an oftrich's egg, to be foften 
by the accidental rays of the ſun in barren ſands ; but ft 
low it up at leaſt with as great care as you would ſhew abe 
an incloſure or road bill. More than this, I knew not oft 
petition, until I received the orders of my conſtituents to pull 
fent it to this Houſe. 
This petition was alſo read, and ordered to lie on the table 
Sir Na Sir William Howe preſented a petition from the town 
Howe. Nottingham. Of this petition, ſaid Sir William, I th 
it unneceſſary to ſay any thing more, than that it is of at 
milar nature to thoſe which have juſt now been read in 
Houſe. 
The order of the day being called, Lord Drogheda bro 
up the report of the committee on the Iriſh trade bill, 
Sir George Sir George Longe ſaid, that, in the preſent awful mome 
Tenge It was difficult to deface the impreſſion that had been n 
on his mind, by what he had now ſeen and heard, or 
bring his mind to attend to any other object, than that wii 
had juſt now been before them. The diſtractions of Eng 
rendered it difficult for him to bend his attention to! 
grievances of Ireland, I donot mean, 11 he, to oppoſe the 
dreſs that 1s claimed, that is demanded by that country. 
local, partial, and particular indulgences, are not ſufficient 
the ſettlement of this empire, Nor only a commercial, 
a political revolution has taken place in the Britiſh dat 
nions, for ſuch is the taking off the reſtrictions on the ta 
of Ireland, Let the ſame — Fulin be extended to the We 
Indies, to the colonies yet in our poſſeſſion, to all part 
the Britiſh dominions. What is juſt with reſpe to Irela 
is juſt with reſpe& to them. Do not plead that Ireland 
{ſtronger than our other dependencies, and that therefore 
ceſſions ought to be made to her, that ought not to be f 
to Jamaica, or any other of our plantations ; that wou dee 
an unjuſt and an unwiſe argument. Let not the peo in 
taught, that the only mode of obtaining juſtice is re{iftaore; 
ormerly we impoſed no taxes on our dependencies, but 
contented with adyantageous reſtrictions on their trade. 
ſuch reſtrictions are taken off, as they ſhould be (at len e 
all places equally) there will ariſe a neceſſity of eſtab\1erit 
ſome laws, by which all parts of the empire may contr 
| | proporuct Put 


—— —— — — 
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portionably to their ability to the public ſafety and in- 


otherwiſe. In the new arrangements that are —— 
take place, we ought to comprehend the moſt diſtant 'as 
ass the neareſt, the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt parts 
ade Britiſh empire. | 
February 2 Private buſineſs. 
bruary 10. 

repreſentation and petition of the planters, merchants, 
| other perſons, intereſted in the iſland of Jamaica, was 
ſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, That your 
1 Witioners, in all duty and humility, beg leave to lay be- 
this honourable Houſe ſeveral circumſtances which 
y preſume it is important for the Houſe to know, and 
hich they are certain it is of the utmoſt importance 
hem that a due attention ſhould be paid; your petiti- 

repreſent to this honourable Houſe, that the ifland 
WEamaica has not been protected; they repreſent, that the 
ue porary ſafety which it has enjoyed has been owing to the 
ction of the enemy's force towards other objects, and yot 
to | y intrinſic means of defence provided for that iſland by 
Majeſty's minifters ; they conceive, that the ſafety of 
a poſſeſſion as Jamaica ought not to have been left to 
ee; they repreſent, that the iſland of Jamaica is inferior 
alue to none of the dependencies of Great Britain; that 
t part even of what appears to be the interior wealth of 
t Britain itſelf is, in reality, the wealth of Jamaica, 
h is ſo intimately interwoven with the interna — 
arts is kingdom, that it is not eaſy to diſtinguiſh them; that 
at part of the trade and navigation, a large proportion 
e revenue, and very much of the mercantile and the 
re dnal credit, and the value of the landed intereſt, depend 
c ecdiately on its preſervation ; that its defence is therefore 
ou dee as important to Great Britain as any part of Great 


ole in itſelf, and that it is an object to be provided for with 
ſitu sreater care and foreſight, becauſe its natural means of 
ut defence are infinitely leſs confiderable ; they ſolemnly 
ade. re, that, conſcious of their invariable loyalty to the 
lea of Great Britain, their unbounded attachment to the 
blu ity of the whole empire, they are not able to conjec- 
ate or what offence, real or pretended, they have ſo lon 

dior put under this proſeription; if your petitioners h 


active by factious clamours, or deluſive repreſentations, 
ncealing true or ſuggeſting falſe information, in betray- 
2 ing 


al police and government, whether by compact, or taxes, 
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ing their Sovereign and their country into war, they mig 
have the leſs reaſon to complain of the neglect by which i 
have ſuffered ſo many diſtreſſes, and have been expoſed to 
many dangers: it is in the recollection of this honourl 
Houſe, that, at an early period of the preſent unhappy tr 
bles, the body of the Weſt India planters and merchants if 
humbly ſtate their apprehenſions to Parliament, and dem 
cated the unhappy meaſures which were then taken; it is 
misfortune of the public, as well as theirs, that no attentif 
was paid to their humble prayers, and that their moſt duti 
and faithful repreſentations were totally neglected; they 4 
firm, that they have not deſerved to be thus abandoned, fi 
à want of having purchaſed for a valuable conſideration! 
protection of the ſtate ; the planters have ſeen, not only n 
2cquieſcence but pleaſure, their trade almoſt wholly contind 
the mother country, the place of refidence of the greater i 
and the object of the tendereſt affection to all of them; hb 
planters and merchants have had the produce of their cf 
as largely taxed in Great Britain, to the common ſuppor, 
any others; the aſſembly of the ifland 7 has, | 
yond any former example of liberality, and far beyond ui 
abilities, laid deſtructive impoſitions on their eſtates and] 

rties within the iſland ; vaſt perſonal ſervices, burthenl 
in the extreme, and nearly ruinous to the preſent valut 
all they poſſeſs, have been chearfully given, they have by 
patiently the heavy loſſes and burthens, the fatal, thi 
not unforeſeen conſequences of their ſeparation from N 
America. After all theſe impoſitions and taxes in Eng 
theſe taxes and perſonal ſervices in Jamaica, and after iu 
ings of every kind in this war, on ſuggeſtions from friend 
government, they have had reſort in their individuale 
racters to their almoſt exhauſted purſes, and made 2 
private ſubſcription for their own defence; they repre 
that they have been credibly informed, that at the time 
Ae. declined to provide the neceſſary forces, e 
by ſea or land, for their defence, that hig Majeſty's ſec 
at war publickly declared, that his Majeſty, did then d 
mand more numerous forces, by fea and land, than the 
formidable monarch of the world had under his orders, 
his power alarmed all Europe; and they are informed, 
large additions to his Majeſty's forces were made ſome! 
after; they now alſo feel, that they are amongſt thoſe! 
are taxed for the maintenance of an army of upwards® 
yenty thouſand men employed in North America; aud 
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ſume, that the ſuppreſſion of no rebellion whatever can be 
zore near and urgent concern of any government than the 
tection of its loyal and uſeful ub ar; they repreſent, 
t they have not been wanting to themſelves, by every 
reſentation in their power, and every ſolicitation, to call 
dn his Majeſty's minifters for the neceſſary protection; for 
ugh, from the duty of their ſtation, and their high truſt, 
Majeſty's miniſters ought to have ſhewn an anxious and 
vident care of all his Majeſty's dominions, even if indivi- 
ls, through ignorance, or want of foreſight, had neglected 
ir own private intereſt in them; yet they humbly inform 
Houſe, that many ftrong remonſtrances were made on this, 


ect to his Majeſty's miniſters by your petitioners, begin- 


ig ſo early as 1773, and continued to the 8th of Decem- 
, 1179 ; and that addreſſes on the ſame were made to his 
zeſty by the ny of Jamaica, as alſo a repreſentation 
the want of men, ſhips, ftores, arms, ammunition, and 
every other means for their defence; yet they never did, 
any time, receive from the ſaid miniſters any anſwers, 
zer than excuſes, on account. of the number of ſhips em- 
dyed on the American and home ſervice, and certain looſe 


eral aſſurances, from which they received little comfort, 


d have reaped no advantage; and that even the poſitive 
urances of the governor to the aſſembly of the iſland, of 
$ Majeſty's gracious intention that the ſquadron on that 
tion ſhould be conſiderably reinforced, have not been ful- 
ed; your petitioners moſt humbly requeſt the attention of 
is Houſe to their paſt and preſent fituation, pledging them- 
ves to prove, beyond a doubt, the truth of their allega- 
dns ; in the mean time, your petitioners acquaint this ho- 
urable Houſe, that, unleſs a ſtrong regular force be per- 
nently eſtabliſhed in Jamaica during the war, and a con- 
lerable fleet ſtationed there, they cannot think that iſland 
a ſtate of ſecurity; this they conceive themſelves as En- 
iſnmen bound to lay before the repreſentatives of the peo- 
e of Great Britain, humbly claiming protection as their 
ndoubted right; and looking back with horror at the dan- 
rs from which (by the ſole diſpoſition of the Divine Pro- 
dence) they have eſcaped, whilſt ſundry of their fellow 
ſbjects are now obliged to proſtrate themſelves at the foot of 
le throne of the French King, to implore the mercy of 
at Monarch, inſtead of the protection of their natural 


dvereign, 


This 
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| This petition was ſigned by the following perſons : 


Chriftopher Archdeckne, 


Chairman 
Beefton Long 
Henry Dawkins 
Richard Pennant 
Edward Morant 

acob Wilkinſon 
illiam Gate 
Peck Fuller 
Charles Fuller 
"Thomas Storer 
Samuel V aughan 
Hugh K. Hall 
Richard James Lawrance 
Richard Vaſſall 
Hugh Boyd 
Samuel Long 
John Jackſon 
ohn Kanyon 
illiam Bond 
William Vaughan 
ohn Palmer, jun. 
eter Clark 
Fohn Dawes 
John Peatt 
Henry Jackſon 
Roſe Beckford 
John Collins 
n Parker 
illiam Ewbank 
ſohn Bourke 
Richard Beckford 
George Drake 
William Briſcoe 
William Tatnal, jun, 
William Cropton 
Thomas Pool 
Edmund Green 
Arthur Peatt 


Geo. Wh. Lawrance 
Havghton James 
Charles Long 
ames Trecothick 
ohn Lawrance 
ſton Long, jun. 
Ebenezer Maitland 
oſeph Ryal 
homas — 
Richard Chapman 
ohn Kircher 
ames Sharp 
George Apthorp 
March Tubb 
Thomas Rawſon 
ſeph Hiſcor 
liam Whiteley 
Finch 
enjamin Vaughan 
Thomas Wagſtafe 
George Braithwaite 
Robert Maitland 
Chriſtopher Chambert 
Wiliam Burford ä 
Rice James 


be Exeter 


flames Williams 


ichard Staveley 
Sericold and Jackſon 
e. Hughes 


each and Plummer 


Samuel Moody for Fredend 


Bull and ſelf 
Richard Whiteſhead 
William Needham 
Temple Luttrel 
Robert Morris 
Charles Lincoln. 


A. 1k | 


Mr. Pennant preſented the above petition, and moved tha 
it ſhould lie on the table. He prefaced his motion with t 


repreſentation of the defenceleſs ſtate that iſland had 9 
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ſome time, and the many applications which had, time 
er time, been in vain made to the ſeveral members of ad- 
iſtration. Promiſes, indeed, had been given, and nothin 
Hence, when Admiral Rowley failed, part of his 
adron was to have gone to Jamaica, but none of it ever 
nt there. The ſame report was circulated when Sir Ed. 
rd Hughes left England, though not a ſhip he commanded * 
> deſtined to Jamarca. Nay, fo neglectful were minift 
an iſland ſo valuable as that was well known to be to this 
latry, that the repreſentations from the governor and 
Incil of it, ſo far from obtaining any relief from hence, 
e hardly favoured with a peruſal by the men in office 
ſe province it was to look at them, and whoſe duty it was 
ave made a proper uſe of the information contained in 
. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon [Lord North] 
cared ſo little for them, that he openly confeſſed in the 
uſe that he had never read them; a — for which 
noble Lord deſerved to be impeached. | The honourable 
Itleman was here interrupted by his Lordſhip, who ſaid, 
Impeach me —impeach me now.” ] Mr. Pennant ſaid, he 
very ſure there was good ground for it; but he would 
& himſelf to another noble Lord [ Lord George Germain] 
d had owned the reading of the papers, and to him the 
jourable gentleman appealed, whether the iſland of Ja- 
ica had or had not been left, for a long time paſt, in a 
e that could have made but little refiſtance, in caſe of aa 
ck, which was daily expected to have been made, by the 
my's naval and military force, collected at Hiſpaniola for 
purpoſe. He alſo called upon his Lordſhip, to know if 
land, at this very inſtant, was not very deficient in its 
tary force, and with ſcarce any naval protection? By 
ch inattention of government, both the iſland and the trade 
had in that part of the world were expoſed to the moſt im · 
ent 4 fo It was this that had given him occaſion to 
ible the Houſe, and to beg their leave to preſent a petition 
h the Jamaica planters, praying that they might receive, 
n the wiſdom and goodneſs of Parliament, that aid and pro- 
lon which miniſtry had refuſed, or declined, to give them. 
be queſtion for preſenting the Petition was then put, and 
ed to, and the honourable gentleman preſented it accord- 


7 
he Petition was then read, ſetting forth the importance 
e iſland of Jamaica, its great conſequence to this country 
paying the Houſe to take ſuch meaſures as might appe 
naeceſſary 


? 


| 88 


Lord & 
G evge 


Mr. Pen» 


Admiral 
Keppel. 


we had now the ſovereignty only by accident; but for ney, th 
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neceſſary for its defence, the miniſtry having been in 
_ to for that purpoſe. | 

ord George Germain ſaid, he was quite unapprized of if 
preſentation of the petition, 'and therefore hoped he ſhoul{} 
excuſed giving it. ſo full an anſwer as he otherwiſe ſha 
have done ; though he could take upon him to ſay, that 
iſland had not been left undefended, nor that it was at 
time neglected. Since the preſent war there had bee 
greater naval force for its protection, than at any time dun 
the late Spaniſh war; and for the truth of it, he had au 
nourable commander in his eye | Admiral Keppel]. 
to prove that the iſland had not been wholly neglected, aq 
ſiderable force had been ſent out, upon a requitition recei 
for it from the governor and council. But waving all ( 
quiſition on this ſub ect, he did not know that the petit 
preſented was to be called the petition of the planters of 
maica, for the meeting at which it had been reſolved u 
had never been advertiſed ; nor did, he was given to i 
ſtand, a majority of perſons intereſted in the iſland ag as 
the petition, 

His Lordſhip ſaid, if he was a planter of Jamaica, af 
force on the iſland would be the laſt thing he ſhould wiſh} 
as it would only tend to encourage the enemy to attack, 
would look as if we had placed all the ſtrength we could th 
and his Lordſhip reprobated the idea of exhauſting all 
power by ſtationing ſuch a part of it on one iſland, and! 
a part of it on another, and leaving us nothing at home 
ſend out on an emergency. Upon the whole, his Loui t to 
was confident every thing had been done for Jamaica 
could have been done, conſiſtent with the duty miniſtry or 
to other parts of the empire. 

Mr. Pennant maintained his former aſſertion of the hort 
fencelcſs ſtate of the iſland, and anſwered the noble Lu Ns 
every particular, as to the credibility of the petition, ui a 
numbers that had ſigned it. That the meeting had ben "The 
vertifed, he could aver, for he had the advertiſements ll 
pocket, and he was very ſure, that Mr. Atkinſon wa 
only one preſent, who had any objection at all, and h bee 
jection went only to the title of the petition, - 
Admiral e apprehending he was alluded to by thel 1 g 
ble Lord Lord George Germain] ſaid, there was ocd 
now for -a much greater military force on the -iſland, | 
during the late war, when we were maſters of the ſea, wit 


4 


oer 


to be weak, both in military and naval defence, it 
ely betrayed a negle& that called for the ſevereſt cen- 
and the Admiral affirmed to the- Houſe, that Jamaica 
| have been taken ſome few months ago, by a force that 
d have been ſent out from Hiſpaniola, but for the epide - 
al ſickneſs that happened amongſt the ſoldiers and ſeamen. 


al, and parliamentary, to confider, as a noble Lord had 
ice, when a petition was preſented, whether the meeting 
7as agreed-upon at, had been called by advertiſement, or had 
n ſanctioned by a majority of the company preſent. The 
ourable gentleman was truly ſarcaſtic upon the planters 
o had written to the chairman of the meeting, containing 
ir diſapprobation of the committee, ſuch as Mr. Duncan 

pbell, Mr. Atkinſon, and others. As to Mr. Atkinſon, 
ad never ſeen him, but he had always heard him ſpoken 
as a perſon the moſt concerned, and the moſt connected 
government he ever knew; he was in every contract, he 
at the treaſury, at the admiralty, at the navy-board, at 
victualing-office, and every other place, where any thing 
to be got by a contraQ. 


ed the letter complaining of the petition, and he was an 
pendent man; but the reaſon he had to object to it was, 
application had been made to miniſtry for a, force to be 
t to Jamaica, and he thought it right to ſee whether they 
d regard it or not, before any other ſteps were adopted. 


ugh a petition ſigned by three perſons, was ſufficient to 
horiſe any member to introduce it to the-, Houſe, yet 
Fas very fair to ſtate an objection to it, if it ſhould appear 
ta much greater number of perſons in the ſame intereſt, 


ewa an averſion to it. As to the iſland, it was very, . 
ain that the miniſtry had not totally neglected it, for the 


dle Lord had mentioned a time when a conſiderable force 
been ſent there on a requiſition for that purpoſe, * _ 

be noble Lord begged pardon of the Houſe, if he had 
1 guilty of any impropriety in calling upon an henou- 
le member to impeach him; but he ſubmitted it to their 
our that he had been provoked to it. He rerninded the 
uſe, that when he had informed them, on a former occa- 
o that he had not read the Jamaica papers, he had at the 
e * himſelf, by ſaying chat he had not read 

Vor. XVII. | N | | them 


r. Thomas Townſhend ſpoke. merely to the manner in Mr. 7. 
ich the petition had been treated, and aſked, if it was Teronſtend. 


r. Fuller (the new member for Southampton) faid he had Mr. Fuller 


ord North vindicated Lord rge Germain, and. ſaid, Lord Norebs 
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- them collectively, fo as to enable him to ſpeak of them yy 
the matter then before the Houfe : and after this explanatia 
for the honourable gentleman [Mr. Pennant] to threaten; 
impeach him, for not having read thoſe papers, he appezl 
to the feelings of every one, if it was not enough to occah 
him to explain, impeach me ! impeach me now ! knowing, 
he did, that it could not afford a fubje of impeachment; a 
he had the more confidently called out for the Houſe to in 
peach him, being ſenſible that no man of ſenſe would thi 
of doing it; | N 2 
The Houſe, which was extremely. crowded, became y 

clamorous for the queſtion, while Mr. Burke ſtood upon! 
legs to (peak, who ſeeing the Houſe inclined for the que 
tion, preſently fat down, upon which Mr, Temple Lutwn 
accuſed the Houfe of partiality, having heard only « 
| — and calling aloud for the queſtion in the middle of 

Colonel Harri brought the Houſe to order, by remindiy 
them, that the petition was to be conſidered on a futug 
day; but all was in confuſion again, by Lord George 60 
don's riſing to ſpeak; and General Conway, with a vi 
of enabling the Houſe to get rid of the buſineſs, applied! 
the Speaker to know if the queſtion had not been put; ti 
Speaker ſaid it had been put, but not reſolved, The Gene 
averred, it had been agreed on, and the Speaker as fully & 
nied it; upon which the honourable gentleman deſired th 
clerks of the Houſe might be appealed to, but the Speald 
| him to wave that, notwithſtanding the reſpel 
he the clerks. The clerks were then aſked, if the m 
tion was down in the book, and anſwering in the negati 
the Speaker ſaid he was very glad the clerks and he vwaliion 
found both ita ſtory, as they in general were, and the que 
tion for the petition to lie on the table was at length agi 
ta e N | 


| | February 11, on 
Mr. P.umer, Mr. Plumer preſented a Petition from the county of E eti 
ford, ſimilar to that of the county of Lork.* ion 


» Similer Petitions were preſented to the Hoyſe from the counties of Middle 
Cheſter, Hertford, Suſſex, — Dl Somerſet, M 
Sloureſber, Dorſet, Cumberland, Norfolk, Devon; Berke, Bucks, Kent, l 
ti Cambridge; Hereford, Northumberland, Hants, Suffolk, Derby, 
ſome of the Welſh counties; and from London, Weſtminſter, York, News 
Briftol, Bridgewater, Reading, Nottingham, &c. &c. | 


of | 


reſpeftable number of noblemen, gentlemen, clergy, and 
_ had ſigned a — Bamrs+ py f 


be converted, by any mode, into a Petition, or the 
of one, that it might come before Parliament. He 
ed the Houſe to know the names of the perſons who had 
d that proteſt, and the means that had been uſed to oh- 
the ſignatures, There were indeed ſeveral noblemen 
had figned that proteſt, who were eminent indeed in the 
Jom at large, but who were hardly known as men of 
rty in that county. It was ſigned by a great many 
had been deluded ſo to do, under the idea of its being 
tition, and not the proteſt ; men who declared that they 
rather have loft their right hands, than have ſigned a 
| to a petition recommending ceconomy. This proteſt 
ly declared that it was unconſtitutional for the people 
tain to petition Parliament; and yet the noble Lord 
ad ſpoken on the ſubject, and who had appeared at the 
y meeting, had not on that occaſion made one objection 
petition itſelf, or to the tendency of it. He had faid 
t had not declared the ſenſe of the county ; and yet, at 
ing, though there were upwards of four hundred 
men preſent, that noble Lord had not had more than 
ands on any diviſion that had taken place. 
d Nugent 2 


certainly had a right to petition, and upon the preſent 
dn the petitions, of the counties would have become 
popular, more generally agreed to, if ſome points had 
Er He, for his own part, warmly approved of 
ett of the petitions ; he wiſhed to ſee a general ſyſtem 
onomy introduced, but he had not appeared at any of 
etings, becauſe he did not approve of ſome other of the 


ions. 1 


Bough hie deviated from them in leſſer points. But 
U haye'been much more noble, much more patriotic 
noble Lord to have appeared at the meetin ga, in the 
where he had property, and avowed his opinion, 
them where he thought they were right, and where 
ught they were wrong; to have corrected their blun- 


N 2 ders, 


ord Cranborne informed the Houſe that this Petition did Lord Ca- 
declare the ſenſe of the county at large, as a very great . | 


r. Bynz very much wiſhed, he ſaid, that that proteſt Mr. Byng. . 


id, that if the proteſt declared that the peo- Lord N- 
England had not a right to petition, it ſaid very wrong. ges. 


. Townſhend rejoiced in hearing the noble Lord ſo mr. 2 
I. O zealouſty ſiipport the wiſhes of the people in the Tard. 
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ders, if they had any, and affiſted them by his countewy 
dud intereſt, where they were proper and right. 
The honourable gentleman made ſome free obſerya 
on the conduct of the proteſtors, as well as on the lik) 
of the people, anion whom he introduced the Earl of Hill 
rough, who, by aſſertions as defamatory as they were 
gerous, had attributed motives and intentions to the py 
which they had never conceived ; and, he ſaid, if any f 
could ſtir on an oppreſſed people to paſſion and viola 
you ſuch aſſertions coming from the mouth of a Secrety 
a | ds Ur 
Mr. Charles”, ik Charles Turner ſpoke — ſame effect. 
arne. d Ongley explained his ns for objecting to the 
erg fordſhire ae. | hn nie 
Mr. Baker. | Mr. Baker ſaid, that as 'a proof that the Hertfordſhin] 
| tition was a county meaſure, the county meeting had 
called by the ſame gentleman whom the noble Lord! 
queſted laft ſummer to call a meeting for the purpoſe d 
ing a ſubſcription to government. It was inore num 
than that meeting of his Lordſhip's, which, by dividi 
had agreed to conſider as declaratory. of the ſen: 
| county, and in. which alſo he had acquieſced. 
Lord Nartb. Lord North ſaid that the petition now brought up ws 
| tainly improper, in ſo far as it declared itſelf to be © Ti 
tition of the noblemen, gentlemen, clergy, and fte 
of the county of Hertford.” It was not the petitions 
County at large: no county meeting could expreſs tht 
of the abſent freeholders ; no majority of ſuch a mecti 
volve the ſenſe of the minority. A proteſt had been d 
into againſt it. The petition ſhould therefore have bt 
- titled;*-*© The petition of the noblemen, gentlemen, 9 
and freehojders of the county of Hertford, whoſe nan 
hereunto fabſcribed.? DD 
Nr. Ey · Mr. Byng anſwered him, and the petition was or 
J 4 
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An Authentic Copy of the Bill | 

the better Regulation of His Majeſty's Civil Eftabliſh= 
|bel nents, and of certain Public Offices ; for the Limitation 
of Penſions, and the Suppreffion of ſundry uſeleſs, ex- 
zenfive, and inconvenient Places; and for applying the 
Monies ſaved thereby to the Public Service. +45 
HEREAS the large aids which have been given and 
nted to his Majeſty in ſupport, of the preſent war, have 
iſed 'a very conſiderable increaſe of the public debt, and 
re ſubjected the good people of this realm to many bur- 
ns and inconveniences : Me bar 
And whereas further grants of his Majeſty's faithful com- 
ons, and further burthens on the ſubject, may be ſtill 
eſſary, and it is che bounden duty of the repreſentatives 
the Commons of this land, as well as moſt agreeable to 
Majeſty's fatherly love to his people, who have loyally 
| dutifully borne ſeveral new impoſitions in ſupport of 
: honour: of his crown, that all due care ſhall be taken, 
a reduction of unneceſſary charges, by iatroducing a 
tter order into the management of, the | expences of his 


unts more eaſy, by a further ſecurity for the independence 
parliament, and by applying monies which arc not now 
profitably huſbanded to the public ſervice, to afford all 
ſible relief and comfort to the ſaid deſerving people, adding 
ereby - to his Majeſty's government, and giving 
je greater to his exertiops againſt the ancient enemies 
id rivals of bis crown and kingdoms : in order, therefore, 
d make ome proviſion towards the ſaid good purpoſes, Be 
enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with 
de advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
id Commons, in. this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
he authority of the ſame, that from and after tze 
be office commonly called or known by the name of third 
ecretary, of ſtate, or ſecretary of ſtate for the colonies (the 
ame not being neceſſary) together with the offices of the 
inder gs or under ſecretary of ſtate, for the ſaid de- 
artment, and 
under the ſaid office or offices, ſhall. be, and the fame is 
jereby taken away and aboliſhed,  -.. 


rom and after the the office. commonly known by the 


” = 
— . - — 1 
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Lajeſty's civil eſtabliſhments, by rendering the public ac- 


the plades of all clerks or others employed in 


And be it farther enacted by the authority aforeſaid, chat 
y 
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| name and deſcription of the Board of Trade and Plantatin or 


the commiſſioners whereof receive ſalaties for their attendy 
in the execution of the ſaid commiſſion, together with | 
office or offices of the ſecretary or;ſecretaries, and all oſ rV 
offices belonging, or reputed to belong, to the ſaid Boar « 
Trade and Gone, ſhall be, and the ſame is hem ovi 


taken away and aboliſhed. _ < nc 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, & uy 
the duty now done by the third ſecretary of ſtate, or ſe hn 


ry of for the colonies, ſhall be done and per formel 
one or both of the other ſecretaries of ſtate, according 
his'Majefty, in his wiſdom, ſhall from time to time d7¹ 
and appoint. SLE 
And be it alſo enaQed by the authority aforeſaid, that i 
duty or buſineſs done, or which ought legally to be done, . 
the cotomiffioners, commonly called the Board of Trade a 
Plantations, ſhall be performed in the manner in which tk 
fame was done or performed by his Majeſty's Privy Covnd| 
or any committee or committees thereof, before the particuly 
inſtitution of the ſaid board, or in any other manner whig 
his Majeſty ſhall hereafter in the ſaid council direct and q 
point to be by the ſaid council, or any committee ther 
done and exerciſed. Le „ | 
And be it hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, th 
all authorities, powers, and duties, which by any act or 20 
of parliament are directed to be exerciſed and performed 
the ſaid commiſſioners of trade and plantations, ſhall 
transferred to the faid Privy Council, or any committees 
the ſame, in the like manner, and with the direQions 
powers, and truſts, as by the faid acts of parliament, * 
them, is or ate veſted in the commiſſioners of trade aforeſi 
And whereas the conſtitution of certain offices of the 
court, and of his Majeſty's houſehold, hath been framed, 
in many particulars, upon uſages and cuſtoms which are loi 
fince diſcontinued; and the keeping up the ſame is inconwe 
nent, and hath a-tendency to create expence, and to preveil 
the ſuperimendance neceſſary for eſtabliſhing. good order 
and the frugał admininiſtration of his Majeſty's Civil Lit 
Revenues and the proportioning the ſeveral parts thereof (0 
the neceſſury charges of his Majeſty's government ; be i 
enacted by the authority aforeſzid, that from and after th 
the offices of the treaſurer of the chamber, the tres 
ſorer of the houſehold, the cofferer of the houſehold, the 
comptrotier of the houſehold; the offices commonly called the 
maſter of the houſehold, and clerks of the green cloth, 4 


deputies, dai and afiſtants of any of them, and all 
or offices appertaining to the faid above- named offices, 
puted or taken to belong to the ſaid offices, or reputed 
„ or any of them, be be aboliſhed and taken away, to- 
r with all the offices, or reputed offices, belonging to or 
ding on the ſame. 

ovided always, and be it further enacted, that nothing 
n contained ſhall extend, or be conſtrocd to extend; to 
away or in any reſpect derogate from the 3 ſurttaickion 


the Green Cloth; "bir that the fame may be held 
xerciſed, and it is hereby enacted mat the ſame ſhall be 


powers, and privileges, belonging to the ſame, by the 

berlain of the houſehold, the 

e chamberlain of the houſehold, the groom of the flole, 

he maſter of the horſe (without any treaſurer or clerks 

Green Cloth = thing in the preſent act, or any other 

, law, or to the 27970 notwit bftanding. 

| whereas his M aje If win N that 
8 s houſchold ey be and 1e 

nity, and at thi — Ude at his Majeſty 
— ould not be encumbeted with debt; 0 
uch as the reducing all ſtanding expences to certainty, 


8 D— 


bwn;/ and burthenſemè in tho event to the public; be 
ited by the authority aforeſaid, chat the lord ſteward 


dns who now” are mmintained, or whom his Maje 
order to be maintained, at board, during his Maj 7% 


ons who ſhall be ſo tabled; and fhall contract for the 
g up the ſame, and all things to ine ſame appertaining, 


AS 


e examination, calling before them perſons expe- 
in ſuch: matters, be approved or difappr 18 by the 


uch examination ſhall have been 2 reed to be paid to 

traQors, ſhall 5 — and * at the exc 2 ner, 

ot 1 by order from the lord high urer, 
lords commiltoners of the treaſury, for the time 


h now may be lawfully exerciſed hy the court " confioaly . 


and exerciſed, with all the accuſtomed lawfol juriſdic- 
eward of the houſehold, 


dutes much to good order and magnificence, as well a 
prevention of all delays of payment, difhonourable to 


Majetty's houſthold may and #hat! take an account of 


re, in his Majeſty's houſehold, and may tha ſhall Ati . 
e fame into a cettain number of tables, for a certain 
'of perſons, according to the quality and condition of. 


ed fur by the head ; whic contraft « or contracts ſhall 
viouſly examined &- "the board of treaſury, and ſhall, 


in the whole-or any part thereof; and the ſum Which 


being; 
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being; which order ſhall not be given until a cerfificate 
be produced from the lord ſteward of the houſchol(, y 
the ſaid contract hath been faithfully. performed, acco 
to the true intent, meaning, and full effect thereof: wi 
vided, that nothing in this a& ſhall extend, or be con 
to extend, to reſtrain his Majeſty from adding to, or din 
niſhing the number and quality of the tables of his hoy 
hold, at his pleaſure, provided that, ſuch bew, as well a 
old eſtabliſhments, ſhall be kept by contra, with the m 
lations and conditions herein before enafted, 
And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that | 
faid contraftors ſhall be, for all matters relating to the. 
execution of the aforeſaid contracts, under the conſtant 
immediate direction and inſpection of the ſaid lord fien 
of the houſchold.. £ 8 $14 aten 
Provided alſo, that every perſon, who. ſhall make org 
cate. fuch contracts with the lord ſteward of the hovſch 
ſhall really and, Bong „ide be ſuch as is at the time of mi 
ſuch contracts or has been within years befor 
tune, of contracting, engaged in the trade and occupati 
which he makes the faid contract, and no; other; aud thi 
perſon ſhall have or enjoy the profit of the ſaid contrach 
any ſhare or part of . thereof, except the imm 
ate petſon or perſons who ſhall have contracted for full 
add executing the ſame, under the penalty of fore 
offence contrary to the true intent and meaning of this 
fion, to be recovered by action of debt, bill, plain 
infarination, in any of his Majeſty's courts, of recol 
Weltminſter, in which no eſſoign, protection, priv 
wager of law, or more than one 1mparlance, ſhall be a ec 
not ſhall any perſon having a contract be, during they wo 
of his holdipg thereof, capable of beingſelected, or of e, 1 
and voting as a member of Parliament. 214 ec 
And be it further enated, by the authority aforeſaid, N up: 
the office of the great, wardrobe, the office of the em 2: 
wardrobe, the office of maſter of the robes, the office po"! 
the jewel office, and all the places and charges, whel 
perions prefiding, in or dependent on them, or any of WNW": 
of what nature ſoever, except thoſe of one houſckeepey WP" fl 
one wardrobekeeper (the ſaid places to, be united ail: 
poſſeſſion 1 wrefent occupiers) in each of his Maf 
palaces and houſes, ſhall be, and the ſame are hereby abo caſi 
"And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſai ike 
from and after the the "7" commonly called ue ycont: 


- „ 


works, ſliall be aboliſhed, tögether with all the offices 
ereof and thereon dependent. | E | 
And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid; that all the 
pg's buildings ſnall be under the directionof ſome one perſon . 
o ſhall be conſtituted and appointed by his Majeſty; during 
royal pleaſure, ſurveyor or comptroller of his Majeſty's 
tks ; and all the royal gardens ſhall' be under a perſon 
o hall alſo be appointed by his Majeſty, during his Ma- 
y's pleaſure, ſurveyor or comptroller of the King's gar- 
ds, at ſuch ſalaries as his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to appoint ; 
ſaid ſurveyor, or comptroller of ſuch works, being bona: 
by profeffion an architect or builder; and the ſaid ſur- 
or of gardens, in like manner, a gardener, or improver 
grounds; and the ſaid perfons, during the holding of the 
| offices; ſhall be, and they are hereby declared to be in- 
able of being elected into, or of fitting and voting in 
liament. | | 
nd be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that if 
building, or any repair, ſhall be thought fit to be erefted, 
le, or done, about any public building, or if any public 
k or. works for his Mayzeſty's ſervice ſhall be undertaken, 
ny ſum or ſums of money ſhall be directed to be laid out 
tlie ſaid purpoſes, -or any of them, above the ſum of 
to be 1ncurred- within tlie ſurveyor or comp- 
er bf his Majeſty's works ſhall pteſent a plan (if à plan 
ld be neceſſaty gr uſual in fuch works) and an eſtimate 
he ſame to the lord chamberlain, who ſhall certify the 
to the commiſhoners of his Majeſty's treaſury; which 
Wd may authorize the ſaid ſurveyor, architect, or builder, 
zecute the ſame 3 and if the coſts and expences of the 
work ſhall be likely to exceed the fum of in the 
e, they ſhall and may direct the ſaid ſuryeyor to contract 
e execution of the ſaid work; who may and fhall re- 
upon, and controul the execution thereof, in all its 
„ and at all times, during the progreſs. thereof. 
ovided always, that it ſhall. not be lawful ſor the ſaid 
yor, architect, or builder, to make any contract as 
lad concluſively, until the fame is approved by the 
ſhoners of the treaſury, or to make any addition in 
pence exceeding | above the plan or eſtimate, 
the ſame ſhall be approved by tlie ſaid commiſfioners of 
realury ; nor ſhall the ſaid commiſſioners be authorized 
ke a pay ment, or part of payment, by virtue of the 
ontratts, which in the whole ſhall exceed the ſum of 
ol, XVII, O until 
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until the ſame ſhall be ſurveyed by a builder of 8 
dit, not concerned in any of the public works; who ſha 
called in, and allowed day for his trouble, 

2 ſhall certify to the ſaid commiſſioners of the treaſury, wy 
| oath (which oath the ſaid commifhoners of the treaſun of 
hereby authorized and required to adminiſter) that the 
hath been executed, as far as the ſame hath proceeded, j 
workmanlike and durable manner, and with the beſt m 
rials: provided that the ſame builder ſhall not be twice 
ceffively employed in the faid ſurvey. | 
And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that not 
works in his Majeſty's parks or gardens, the expend 
— which may exceed in the whole the ſum of abo 
ordinary charge (an eſtimate of which ordinary char 
hereby directed to be laid quarterly before the commiſſe 
of the treaſury) ſhall be undertaken or performed witha 
eſtimate, which ſhall be approved and ordered to be exe 
by the ſaid commiffioners of the treaſury ; who ſhalli 
or cauſe to be iſſued, the money for the execution d 
ſame, as well as for the ſaid ordinary charge, which uk 
by directed to be paid monthly to the ſurveyor of hl 
5 rdens. 50 
nd be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
the ſeveral duties performed in certain departments and 
but this act ſuppreſſed, ſhall be hereafter performed by 
perſons and in the manner following; (that is to ſay) 
the payment of all ſalaries, and =. LI charges whati 
1 were heretofore paid or payable by the treaſurerd 
| 2 8 — the chamber, or cofferer of * 
ho all de hereafter paid at the exchequer, u 
. tikicate of the lord re — — & te 
of the houſchold, within their reſpective d 


| FN of his Majeſty's treaſury, that the pff 
f * MG | tha 
And it is hereby enacted, that the furniture, pi er 
Jewels, plate, and all other moveables whatſocver, tc the 


_ _ vader the care and management of the office of great! 
robe, or other 'wardrobe, or jewel office, or any of ba! 
hall be hereafter committed to the care and managent 
the lord chamberlain or vice chambertain ; and it 45 
provided, that all furniture, and other moveables, io h 
chaſed for the uſe of his Majeſty's houſehold, exceed 
value the ſum of ſall be contracted for by ti 
chamberlain, in the manner, and with the like limit 


h which contracts are by this act directed to be made, 
h regard to the maintenance of his Majeſty's houſehold, 
I the public works. | 
aud it is hereby enacted, that the office of maſter of the 
les, and all things thereto belonging, ſhall be executed 
done by the groom of the ſtole, . 
And, for the better regulation of the department of the 
ter of the horſe, it is hereby provided and enacted, that 
expences attendant on the royal ſtables (except the buying 
of horſes) be performed by contract, in the manner and 
th the proviſions and limitations herein before expreſſed, 
th regard to other contracts; and that the ſeveral offices 
maſter of the buck hounds, fox hounds, and harriers, 
aboliſhed and taken away; and that whatever relates to the 
pences of ſuch laſt · mentioned offices, ſhall be provided for, 
much as may be, by contract, by the ſenior equerry or 
ntleman of the horſe ; and the payments for the tame, on 
heir accounts being allowed by the maſter of the horſe, are 
be made at the exchequer, along with the other charges 
bis Majeſty's ſtables, by an order from the commithoners 
the treaſury, | cs Wo: © 
And it is hereby enacted, that every office to the ſaid 
ables belonging, which, by the making of the contracts 
2 ſhall be rendered uſeleſs, ſhall be and is hereby 
baliſhed, 471 ** 
And, for the better regulation of certain places about the 
durt, and the making the ſame of more advantage, and more 
uitable ta the purpoſes of their inſtitution, it is hereby en- 
Qed and declared, that the places of heutenant and enfign 
nd all other inferior offices of or belonging to the body of 
he yeomen of the guard, after the determination of the 
offices reſpectively in the prone poſſeſſors thereof, and 
that all commiſfian and other offices belonging to the band 
gentlemen penſioners, under the captain of the band, as alſo 
the vacancies in the band of gentlemen penſioners, ſhall not 
be ſold, but ſhall be Nes only by 1 * 15 the N or 
navy upon half pay, of fifteen years ſervice from thi 
of thei? kr — N | * 
And it is enacted, that the holding the ſaid offices, or an 
of them, ſhall not diſable the ſaid officers from holding 
receiving alſo their half pay, | Wh 
And, as the penſion 15 are exceffive, and not 2 fly re- 
gulated ; be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that, from 
and after the the > of paymaſter of the l 
2 


100 
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1 eek er the or firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, or fome 
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ſhall be, aud the ſame is hereby aboliſhed ; and that no pes. 
ſton whatſoever on the civil eabliſhment ſhall hereafter h 
paid but at the exchequer, and along with thoſe penſion 
which are now paid and entered in the exchequer under the 
head; title, or deſcription of penſions; and that thoſe which 
are transferred thither by this act, ſhall be ſubject only u 
their preſent fees and taxes. ee 

And it is hereby further enacted by the authority aforeſaid 
that no penſions ſhall be granted on the ſaid eſtabliſhmem 
except on the addreſs of either Houſe of Parliament, unti 
the whole of the ſaid liſt, made 8 to the directioꝶ 
of this act, ſhall be reduced to yearly ; which ſum i 
ſhall not be lawful by any grants, except as above excepted, 
to exceed; and that no penſion hereafter to be granted to anf 
one perſon, except as before excepted, ſhall amount to mar 
than the ſum of pearly. | 

And whereas a cuſtom hath prevailed of granting penſions 
a private liſt during his Majeſty's pleaſure, under colour, tha 
in ſome caſes it * * be expedient for the public good io di- 
vulge the names of the perſons on the ſaid liſt, or that it may he 
giſagreeable to the perſons receiving ſuch payments to have i 
known that their diftreffes are ſo reheved, or under a pretenc 
of ſaving the expence of ſees ahd taxes on ſmall penſions; by 
meatis of which ſaid uſage, much ſecret and dangerous corrup- 
tion may hereafter be practiſed, and the before enacted whole: 
ſome proviſion be in ſome manner evaded : and whereas it hath 

leaſed Almighty God, in his providence, frequently to viſit 
with diſtreſſes all orders and conditions of men, and that 
een of the greateſt worth are oftentimes meanly provided 
vith the” goods of fortune, and that it is no difparagement 
for any perſon to be relieved by the royal bounty in thelt 
diftrels, gr for their deſert, : but, on the contrary, moſt hon. 
durable tobe thought worthy to be ſo favoured, as appeareth 
by many of kighet place and deſert, who have been and 
now are frequently put vpon a public lift, greatly to ther 
own pontentment, and to the furtherance” of their > 
mation? be it therefore enacted, that all perſons (except # 


- hereinafter.excepted) who now are entitled, during his Me 


11 7 's pleaſure, to any penſion, on any private or ſecret penſict 
Ait 5e 


liſts kept by the firſt 'commiffioner of the treaſury d 
chancellor of che exchequer, or one or both of the ſecrets: 
ries of the treaſury, or private ſecretary to the chancellor d 
he treaſury, or any of them, or any other perſo 


K of 


* 


derſons, ſhall be no longer paid privately; but that the | 
es and penſions of the ſaid penſioners, and every of them, 

ey ſhall be bona fide certified, upon oath of the keepers 
paymaſters of the ſaid liſts, to have ſtood entitled on the 

its, on the day of be carried to the pen- 

Iſt in the exchequer, and be there paid, without any 
deduCtion, or tax whatſoever, for and during the time of 
continuance of the faid penſion at his Majeſty's pleaſure, 

e preſent grantees thereof. | 
rovided- that nothing herein contained ſhall reſtrain, or 
nftrued to reſtrain, the firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, 
is Majeſty's conſent, from taking away, or cauſing to be 
away, from the private liſt or liſts of ſuch perfions, be- 
the ſame are entered 1n the exchequer, according 'to the 
tons of this act, the names and penſions of any perſon 
rſons which at preſent are entered on the ſaid private liſt 
ſts, or any of them. LAG! 
ovided alſo, that it ſhall and may be lawful for the firſt 
niffioner of the treaſury to return into the exchequer any 
on or annuity, without the name of the perſon to whom 
ame is to be paid, on taking an oath before the barons of 
xchequer, or one baron of the exchequer, or before th 
or baron, in the form following; videlcet, 


] A. B. do ſwear, that, according to the beſt of my 
„knowledge, belief, and information, the penſion of 
« penſions, or annuity or annuities, returned without 
« name by me into the exchequer, hath or have 
been given for the fervice of the ſtate in its foreign . 
« affairs, and in my judgment the divulging thereof 
may be of detriment to the ſtate in its foreign 
« tranſaCtions ; and I ſwear that the ſame is or are 
* not, to my knowledge or belief, directly or indi- 
;- rely, for the benefit, uſe, or behoof of any 
% member of either Houſe of Parliament, or appli= 
cable, directly or indirectly, for the, purpole of 
* ſupporting or procuring an intercſt in any place 
bud returning memhers to Parliament, 

5 Moi | ge So help me GOD,” 
bat on taking the ſaid oath, the penſion or penſions, 
y or annuitzes aforeſaid, ſhall be paid at the exchequer, 
order of the firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, and! 
eipt ſhall be taken for an acquittance of the ſame. 
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Provided further, that if the ſaid penſion ſhould conti 
on the ſaid liſt for more than years, the firſt coma 
fioner of the treaſury, or one of the ſecretaries, or one, 
the chief clerks of the treaſury, ſhall make oath, before ſu 

ſhall be paid at the exchequer, that they do bel 
that the perſon for whoſe uſe the ſaid penſion or annuity 
been granted is living. | | 

And for preventing, as much as may be, all abuſes in; 
diſpoſal of monies iaed under the head of ſecret ſem 
money, or money for ſpecial ſervice ; be it enacted, ). 
authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be lawful to iſſue or; 
preſt from the exchequer, or order to be paid by a tre 
-warrant, or under fign manual, or otherwiſe, to any ſec 
tary or ſecretaries of the treaſury, or to any other perſa 
perſons whatſoever, for the purpoſe of ſecret ſervice mi 
this kingdom, any ſum or ſums of money which in the 
ſhall exceed the ſum of in any one year. 

And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that vy 
it ſhall be deemed expedient by the commiſſioners of his) 
;jeſty's treaſury to iſſue, or in any manner to direct the m. 
ment of any ſum or ſums of money for foreign ſecret ſe 
the ſame ſhall be iſſued and paid ro one of his Majeſty's 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate, or to the firſt commiſſioner d 
admiralty, who ſhall fign a receipt for the ſame, yo 2 
ment or vellum, and which ſaid receipt fhall, within 
days, be filed at the exchequer ; and the faid ſecretary ori 
taries of ſtate, or firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty, 
for his diſcharge at the exchequer, within years 
the date of his ſaid receipt, produce the receipt of hi 
jeſty's miniſter, commiſſioner, or conſul in foreign path 
of any commander in chief, or other commander of hi 
jeſty's navy or land forces, to whom the ſaid mon 
been ſent or given, that the ſame hath been received: 
plied for the purpoſe for which the ſame has been il 
which ſaid receipt ſhall and is hereby directed to be n 
the exchequer, in order to charge the ſaid minifter, 
miſſioner, conſul, or commander of his Majeſty's eadur 
ſea forces, with the ſame ; and the ſaid receipt, on pn 
the handwriting by legal evidence, or by compuP 
hands, ſhall be fafficient to acquit and diſcharge the 
.cretary-or ſecretaries, or firſt commiſſioner of the au 
in their ſaid account at the exchequer. 

And be it enacted, that any foreign miniſter, con 
commander of his Majeſty's land or ſea forces, wi 


d charged at the exchequer for or by reaſon of any ſecret 
ice money by him received, ſhall ſtand diſcharged and 
uitted thereof, if, within after his arrival in Great 
ain, he ſhall make oath before the barons of the exche- 
t, or one of them, in the form following: 


« ] A. B. do ſwear, that I have diſpoſed of the money 
c entruſted to me for foreign ſecret ſervice faithfully, 
ce according to the intent * for which it was 
&« given, according to my beſt j 
'« jeſty's ſervice, 


cc So help me GOD.” 


Provided always, that whenever it ſhall be neceſſary for 
principal — or ſecretaries to make payment of the 
| money, ſo iſſued for foreign ſecret ſervice, in any place 
hin this kingdom, then it ſhall be ſufficient, to acquit 
{ diſcharge the ſaid ſecretary or ſecretaries, or firſt com- 
fioner of the admiralty, for ſuch ſecretary or ſecretaries, 
the under ſecretary of ſtate in the office to which ſuch 
ret ſervice money hath been paid, or for the firſt com- 
ſhoner of the adauralty, or the ſecretary of the admiralty, 
make oath before the barons of the exchequer, or one of 
n, or before the curſitor baron, in the form following: 


« I A. B. do ſwear, that the money paid to me fot 

foreign ſecret ſervice, has been applied to the ſaid 

“ purpoſe of foreign ſecret ſervice, and no other; 

s and that it hath not appeared to me convenient to 
< the ſtate that the ſame ſhould be paid abroad, 
«© So help me GOD.” 


And be it enacted, that whenever any ſum or ſums of 
ney ſhall be iſſued for the purpoſe of ſpecial ſervice, or 
all be given of his Majeſty's royal bounty, to any ſecretary 
ſecretaries of the treaſury, or others, the ſaid ſum of ſums 
money, together with the ſpecial ſervice or ſervices, or as 
val bounty, to which the ſame is or are applied, as alſo 
e name of the perſon or perſons to whom the faid money is 
id, ſhall be entered in a book to be kept for that purpoſein the 
aury, and a faithful tranſcript thereof ſhall, on or before 
„ day of in every year, be depoſited in the 


c . | | 

a the eſtabliſhment of an invariable order in 

e payment of ſalaties, and other charges on the civil liſt, 

Lenable thoſe who have the charge thereof, the better — 
| e, provide 


udgment, for his Ma- 


103 


Pleas, and barons of the Exchequer; ſecondly, of the fory 
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provide for the ſeveral ſervices to which the ſaid civil! 
money ought to be applied, and will.be the means to prey 
the incurring of debt; be it enafted by the authority afon 
121d, that from and after the | tay of the comm 
ſioners of the treaſury ſhall and are hereby required to 0 
lerve the following order in their payments, for which yy 
rants are to he ſent by them to the exchequer ; nam 
that they ſhall, in the firſt place, direct che payment oft 
ſalaries of the lord high chancellor of Great Britain, or! 
keeper of the great ſeal, the ſpeaker of the Houſe of Cu 
mons, and judges of the cpurts of King's Bench and Coma 


f 


miniſters ;. thirdly, of thoſe who by contract ſupply | 
King's houſhold, or his maſter of the robes, or by cont 
execute any public work, and of the bills and demands of 
tradeſmen and artificers who are employed in the far, 
either of them, though without contract; fourthly, of 
menial ſervants in his. Majeſty's houſhold, and perſons in 
office, whoſe ſalary doth not exceed per annum; fil 
87 the penſions and allowances of the royal family, andl 
ajeſty's privy purſe, at the preſent eſtabliſhment ther 
unleſs his Majeſty ſhall order the ſame to be reduced; fit 
ly, of all perſons ſerving in public offices of buſineſs, abt 
per annum; leventhty, the penſion lift ; eighth), 
officers of the court; ninthly and laſtly, the ſalaries and 
fions of the lords commiſſioners of the treaſury and chand 
lor of the exchequer, 

And it is hereby cnaQed, that it ſhall not be law ful forl 
lords commiſſioners of the treaſury to direct the payment 
any ſalary or penſion whatſoeyer, to be made under if 
manual or otherwiſe, until the ſalaries and penſions of 
thoſe who are entitled, according to the foregoing order, 
firſt diſcharged, or caſh ſet apart in the exchequer ſufict 
to anſwer the whole demand in the preceding claſſes; 
that for every offence contrary to the true intent and ws 
ing hereof, the firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury ſhall for 
on conviction, the ſum of to be recoyered by a&tidl 
debt, bill, plaint, or information, in any of his Mae 
courts of record at Weſtminſter, in which no effoign, | 
tection, privilege, or wager of law, or more than one 
* 150 ſhall be allowed, half to the informer, and hal 

int Ceorge's hoſpital, in the county of Middleſex, 
ſhall be rendered incapable of holding any office undet 
crown for the ſpace of | * 


780. SAE HAT. 

Lad be it enaced by the — — that if an 
y; fee, or penſſon, or any part t ereöf, " ſhall remain 1 
ir at the uſual time of payment at rhe end of the year, 
want of caſh belonging to the civil Hſt revenue to pay 
diſcharge the ſame, the ſaid arrear of ſalary, fee, or pen= 
ſhall not be carried as a debt to the account of the yeat 
wing, but ſhall/be wholly lapfed and extinguiſhed, as if 
ame ad net Bren plyabie;” en een eee eee 
nd be it enafted, that the commifſioners of the treaſury 


ich of the elaſſes and articles aforeſaid, diſtinctly and 
and it is hereby directed, that the reſult of payments 


and according to the uſual method in which fair accounts 


and the whole being oppoſed to the receipt of the civil 
aſh,'a balance ſhall be ſtruck upon the whole; a dupli- 
of which book and books is hereby directed to be depò- 
rr 
d be ir enacted, that if any balance of caſh of the ſaid 
liſt revenue ſhall remain, after making all payments as 
aid, the ſaid balance ſhall be laid up in the exchequer, 


y his Majeſty's order under his ſign manual, be placed 
ne of the public funds, in the name of the firſt com- 
dner of the treaſury, in truſt, that the intereſt of the 
fo um or {urns of money fo laid out to intereſt, ſhall be 
nent nto'the exchequer, until the ſaid principal money and 
er, or either of them, ſhall, by an order from his Ma- 
under his royal ſign manual, and warrant of the lords 
iſoners'of the treaſury, be appointed and laid out for 
oabliſhment,” or other proviſion, for any of his Ma- 
royal family, in ſuch times, and ſuch manner and pro- 


i whereas there have been hitherto great delays in paſ- 
auß e accounts of the paymaſter general and treafyrer of 
ei, and othier accomptants, to the detriment of the 
"hy mono to the vexation and diſturbance of the 

able officers and their families; be it hereby enacted 


1 half authority aforeſaid, that from and after te day 
it ſhall aot be lawful to impreſt or iſſue to the pay- 


nder general of bis Majeſty's land forces, or treaſurer of 


, any ſum or ſums of money, for or on account of 
ment of his Majeſty's ſea or land forces, or any other 
. XVII. P payment 


cauſe a regular bock or books to be kept for the charges | 


e ſaid ſeveral books contained, ſhall, in an orderly man- 


ept, be entered in a ſeparate book at the end of each 


ll, at the diſcretion of the commiſſioners of the treaſu- 


n, as to his rdyal wiſdom and pleaſure ſhall ſeem meet. 
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payment uſually made, or hereafter to be made, by th 
or any 5 — except a ſum of annually to the cal 
of each office, in order to diſcharge ſmall demands; 
which ſam the caſhier or caſhiers aforeſaid ſhall ſtand cb 
—.— che lrg} and ſhall make up an account of el 
and ſhall either repay the balance (if any) wi 
pprar © remain, or ſhall | ave a ſum, equal to th 
2.5 rom the impreſt of the year following. 
And = it ie forthes enacted by the authority aforeſaid, 
the ſums of money which, according to former ulage, k 
been impreſted or iſſued to the faid paymafter generd 
treaſurer of the navy, ſhall be in future impreſted or i 
in the like Co to the directors and company df 
bank of England; and that the faid paymaſter gener 
treaſurer of, the navy may and. ſhall draw upon the ſaid} 
for ſuch ſums of money as. ſhall. be neceſſary, accord 
the, uſage. of the ſaid office, to pay over to deputy pay 
ſters, or other * of regiments, or for ſuch other pu 
as money was formerly payable for at the ſaid offices 
at the time and manner in which ſuch advances or iſſues 
formerly made, and not otherwiſe, z and the pos 
Company of the bank of England are by this act auth 
equired. to pay to the amount of the caſh ig 
hands or the way aforeſaid ; in which drafts, theo: 
maſter or his deputy, ſhall expreſs the ſervice for wic 


faid draft was made. 
And be it further enacted b the authority aforeſaid, 8 
e of the bank of England {hall every yea, re 
IS, 5 day of make up an account wi 
ing in ſuch account the ſums of monej 
e 12 them, and the payments made in conſequent 
preſs from the ſaid pay offices, together with the | 
(if any) in their hands; and it ſhall not be lawful fot 
8 chancellor, or barons of the exchequer, on 
account ſhall. be clearly and ſatisfactorily u 
2255 to order any iſſues, or other exchequer | 
2 7 the governor and company of the ſaid bank, but 
yo Grin or ney (if any) ſhall remain/in-the ſaid ba A 
ed as money in the exchequer diff 

— eg 


. the authority afpreſal 


8 aſter general, and the treaſurer of the ry 
2 2 make up a, . — account of all the wne'® 
. them. on th the bank, ſet ting forth to en 
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| for what purpoſe, the ſame were made, and whit pay- 
ters and en up their accounts, and how for, 
achat balance remains unaccounted for by each. 
kde it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall 
=” may be lawful, and it is hereby directed, that the auditor 
auditors of the exchequer, to whom ſuch audits do belong, 
| account with any paymaſter, or treaſurer of the nav 
ſuch ſum or ſums of money as have been impreſted to 
m, or any of them, from the exchequer, to the preſent 
e, in which accounts credit fhall be given to them for 
ſums of money which they ſhall prove, bona ſide, to have 
ed and paid to the e (nga and others. 
Aud it is hereby further | by the authority aforeſaid, 
t the ſaid paymaſter, and treaſurer of the navy, ſhall de- 
r in an acconnt of ſuch payments, and fhall alſo make a 
of what remains unaccounted for by the faid deputy pay- 
rs, agents, and others, as alſo of all demands outſtandi 
dn them; and that when they have received credit for the 
they ſhall then be charged with ſuch ſum or ſums of 
ney only as remain unaccounted for after the credit given 
aforeſaid ; and thall ſtand diſcharged and acquitted of all 
on, 1 whatſoever, for or on account of the ſaid im- 
And be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the au- 
or or auditors of the exchequer fhall not ſtay the ſettle- 
nt of the ſaid accounts, or any of them, becauſe account- 
ts prior in time have not ſettled with the exchequer, or 
at any other accountants, who have their accounts, 
ve not concluded the ſame ; any law, ſtatute, or uſage, to 
e contrary notwithftanding. 
And be it hereby enated by the authority aforeſaid, that 
auditor of the exchequer, or any other officer of the ex- 
equer, before whom accountants ought to account, ſhall ſt 
e account of any perſon. or perſons, or the proceſs 5 
che acquittance of them or any of them, for or on account 
defect of vouchers, if on reference to his Majeſty's attor- 
and ſolicitor general, and one maſter in chancery (which 
erence they axe hereby authorized to make according to 
e caſe) it ſhall appear to be their joint opinion, that the ar- 
cle in the account objected to for want of ſufficient youcher 
youched and atteſted in fuch a manner as would be allowed 
accounts ordered by the court of chancery, or in civil caſes, 
een party and party, at common law; any uſage in the 
id office, or court of ms ae to the contrary notwith- 
2 | | 


inding. 
And 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, | 
an acquittance from the exchequer, in ſuch form as ſh 
then bottled, ſhall be given to all accountants, for what! 
have accounted for or paid, although the whole accoun 
not concluded; and that all iſſues nomine pane, levied 
brought in the exchequer, ſhall be repaid to all and ever 
countant and accountants, when their ſaid accounts {hal 
concluded, or credit given for the amount of the ſame int 
Account. | | Larter ; * 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, ne 
in future, and after the accounts ſhall be ſo ſtated and feu b. 
as aforeſaid, the ſaid paymaſter general, and paymaſter off | 
navy, ſhall not be conſidered as debtors in the excheqy 
but ſhall be ſolely reſponſible, for fraud, malverſation, ii 
larity, or neglect in their ſaid. offices, as other men in a 
are by law reſponſible for perfonal delinquency, and not ot 
wiſe, it not being reaſonable that thoſe — be charged i 
money account who have never had the charge or cuſtody 
money committed to them: provided, that nothing in | 
act contained ſhall be conſtrued to exempt the caſhier, 

ty paymaſters, army agents, or others, who ſhall have he 
tht money Sally ran to them by the bank as aforela 
or any former accountants, from ſuch proceſs as the treaſy 
and barons of the exchequer ſhall direct, for compellin 
account of ſuch balances as the paymaſter or treaſurer of 
navy ſhall report to be due, and unaccounted for, in tie 
hands; for which balances the ſaid barons are directed to i 
ſpeedy proceſs, except as is herein excepted, and in ſuch d 
where the commiſſioners of the treaſury, on examination 
the circumſtances, ſhall direct a ſtay of the ſaid proceſs. | 

And, in order that no reformation by this act intended t 
made ſhould operate as a retroſpective penalty for any faila 
ariſing from the former 8 or ill order in the h 
or in office; and whereas it is good and expedient for il 
commonwealth, that there ſhould be ſome end of ſuits, 
well between the public and private perſons, as between pt 
vate perſons among one another; therefore, for the final fe 
tlement of all ſuch claims as may be vexatious, and ſometint 
ruinous, to the ſubject, without any adequate benefit to 
ſtate, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that a comm 
ſion be forthwith iſſued by his Majeſty, authorizing the cos 
miſſioners of the treaſury, the chief n of the exchequs 
together with to have power, in a ſummary mann 
to call before them the ſeveral accountants againſt whom 
lances are returned, or may be returned (excepting ami 


— — + _ 
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oſe who are accountable by reaſon of any contract for the 
ply of ſtores, proviſions, ſhips, or goods of any kind, for 
Ma 


i 

jeſty's ſervice, ſince the year inclufive) fully to 
mine and audit their accounts ſeverally; and they, or any 

of them, ſhall have power and authority, on exami- 
tion of the caſe, to order payment of the balances which 

appear due, in ſuch order or manner, and at ſuch pe- 
ds, and in ſuch proportions, as to them ſhall ſeem reaſon- 
e and expedient ; and the ſaid commiſhoners, or any 
them, are hereby authorized and required to return the 
| balances, and the ſaid time of payment, into the exche- 
er; the proper officers of which are hereby directed to or- 
proceſs againſt the ſaid accountants, according to the or- 
of the ſaid commiſhoners, and the times of payment ap- 
ted; which proceſs it ſhall not be lawful for the barons 
the exchequer, by themſelves, or by order of the com- 
honers of the treaſury, to reſpite. 
\nd be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid _ 
nmiffioners' ſhall have, and are hereby declared to have, 
power and authority, on mature examination of the caſe, 
the circumſtances of all parties accountants (except as 
in before excepted) according to the principles of equity, 
ſaence, and ſound diſcretion, to compound, or totally to 
unge and acquit the ſaid debtors and accountants, or any 
em; which ſaid compoſition or acquittance, being certi- 
into the exchequer, ſhall admit the party or parties ac- 
ntant there to ſtand charged with the ſaid ſum ſo com- 
ded, or to be acquitted in the faid exchequer on the ſaid 
zittance. | 
d be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid 
miſhoners, and every of them, before they enter on their 
tſhon as aforeſaid, ſhall take an oath in the words fol- 
ng, in the preſence of the barons of the exchequer, or one 
hem; videlycet: | | 


I A. B. do ſwear, that I will act in the execution of 
* the commiſhon appointed by his Majeſty for regu- 
* lating the payments and times of payments, the com- 
* politiops and acquittances of public accountants, ac- 
* cording to an 26, intituled 7 


to the utmoſt of my {kill and diſcretion, and accor- 
ding to equity and. good conſcience, between the public; 
and ſuch accountants as ſhall be brought before me; 
and that I will examine with diligence and 2 

.. # nels; 


'S 
6 
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and independent proviſion of the perſons or families of th 


_ goyed by the perſons holding the ſaid offices. 
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| * neſs, and determine without favour, malice, or wil 
. _« qudice, according to the true intent and meaning 

mm faid act, as far as in me lies. 

| « So help me G OD- 


And whereas ſeveral of the chief offices. in the exchey 
are, by law and uſage, granted to be held during tern 
life, and have been reputed, in truth and fact, as penſions 
life, and have been given as ſuch, for the more honounl 


who have ſerved the ſtate in great and laborious employmeaif 
and whereas it is for the honour as well as the advantag: 
the commonwealth, that whatever reward the ſaid per 
have acquired by their own merits, or thoſe of their an 
tors, and which the law of the land hath enſured to th 
ſhould not be taken away : and whereas it is equally erm 
ent, that the crown ſhould not in future be debarred front 
means of making honourable and independent proviſion, 
cording to reaſon, and the circumſtances of the public, 
thoſe who ſhall ſerve the ſtate : be it enacted by them 
tity aforeſaid, that from and after the determination of 
intereſt of the preſent poſſeſſors, and of the preſent gra 
in reverſion, the auditor of the receipt of the exchequerl 
have, in lieu of all falary, fees, and dues, to the ſaid off 
longing, a ſalary or penſton, clear of all deductions, of 
per amm, and no more; and that the perſons hereafter 
pointed to the offices of the two auditors of the impreſ, 
chamberlain, clerk of the pells, and clerk of the pipe 
tellers of the exchequer, ſhall have and receive, after thel 
of the ꝓreſent poſſeſſors and grantees in reverſion, to a 

of per aunum, clear, and no more, in lieu 


. and perquiſites whatſoever, now claimed 


And whereas the conſtitution of the mint is of 2 
expenſive nature than is neceſſary, and the coinage ought! 
"of none, or little expence to the nation; be it hereby RF” 
by the authority aforeſaid, that the office commonly ci 
mint, with all places, ſalaries, and fees annexed to, or f 
wiſe 8 to the ſame, ſhall, from and after the ren 
day o be aboliſhed. 

Provided alſo, and it is hereby enacted by the aut 
aforeſaid,- that in compenſation for the value of all or Te © 
the offices in the mint which by this act are fappreih 

which by law are held for term of life (if any ſuch ti 
there Hall be paid out of the aggregate fund an ammit 
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WE the falary and known legal fees and perquiſites of the faid 
fice, as the ſame ſhall be proved before the commiſſioners of 

e treaſury to have been received by the perſans now hold- 
- the ſaid offices, and to have been the annual value of the 
4 offices on an average of years laſt paſt; and the 
ze ſhall be certiſied — commiſſioners of the treaf 
0 the exchequer, and ſhall be paid half yearly to the pes 
jor perſons to deprived, for and Curing the ternrof his or 
it natural lives. Ane - 142 1. 01-nol1%q 

And be it hereby enacted, that the commiſſioners of the 
afury may and ſhall contract with the directors and com- 
y of the bank of England for the coinage, for any torm 
t exccecing years, under ſuch, directions and ſimita- 
dns as they ſhall judge moſt expedient for performing 
ſame in the beſt, ſafeft;, cheapeſt, and moſt beneficial 
anner. | a 1 , 
Provided always, that the ſaid coinage be executed by the 
pany aforeſaid, in the tower of London, and no where 
5 | MIT 


Provided alſo, that if the ſaid ration of the bank 
U refuſe to enter into ſuch contract, or demand exorbi- 
at terms, the commiſſioners of the treaſury may, and are 
this act authorized to contract with any other body 
vrate, or private perſon or perſons, for the execution 
the ſame, the ſaid bodies corporate, or private perſons, 
ing full ſecurity for the faithful perſormance of the ſaid 
ntract, under the reſtrictions by this act provided, in caſe 
a contract with the bank of England. br 


at from the ſfurns of money which are by this act direQ- 
to be paid into the caſh of the faid bank, it is reaſonable 
u they ſhould, in ſome proportion, contribute to the 
phe ſervice; be it therefore enafted by the authority 
dreſaid, that the directors of the ſaid bank ſhall take 
on them the remittance of all ſuch ſums of money as 
ul be remitttd for the ule of his Majeſty's forces by fea 
land, | ſerving in foreign parts, without any allowance 
reward for the ſame; and that they ſhall conform to the 
eQtions which they ſhall receive from the payinafter ge- 
ral, and treaſurer of the navy, ſeverally, for the fun or 
ns of money which ſhall be remitted and ſent for the 
of the forces ſerving abroad. | 
And whereas much of the emolument accruing to the 
eral pay offices, agencies in the army and navy, are de- 
| rived 


And foraſmuch as the bank of England will derive'a be- 
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tired from the pay of officers ſerving in the army y 
navy; for the better encouragement of the ſaid ſervic 
be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that upon ai 
future appointment” of any perſon to the office of a depi 
paymaſter, or army agent, no perſon, but ſuch as hay 
ſerved his Majeſty, in his acmy or navy for year 
ſhall be capable of being appointed to or holding the fi 
offices, or any of them; and the appointment of any oth 
perſon to the ſaid office or offices ſhall be void, and d 
ſaid perſon ſo appointed ſhall forfeit the ſum of „ 
be recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or informatin 
in any of his Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſt 
in which no effoign, protection, privilege, or wager of lui 
or more than one implarance, ſhall be allowed, 
And whereas the command and direction of the ol 
nance is properly a military concern, and the eftabliſhmg 
of the preſent board of ordnance is attended with great i 
pence to the public; be it enacted by the authority ao 
ſaid, that from and after the day of the c 
or what is commonly reputed and taken for f 
ſaid civil branch of the ſaid ordnance (that is to ay) t 
maſter general, lieutenant general, ſurveyor general, di 
of the ordnance, clerk of- the, deliveries, treaſurer, p 
maſter, - ſecretary, architect, council, and all other offia 
on the ſame dependent, except the neceffary -1nferior ito 
keepers, and clerks of the checque, in the land ordaat 
ſervice, ſhall be, and are hereby ſuppreſled. 
And it is hereby enacted by the authority. aforeſaid, ti 
for all purpoſes of the land ſervice, the principal engine 
(which faid principal engineer ſhall hereafter be a general d 
cer in his Majeſty's ſervice) ſhall be and is by this act aui 
rized to exerciſe all the duty or duties which the ſaid c 
branch, or any part thereof, ought to execute; and to de 
able the ſaid principal engineer the better to perform 
faid duty, his Majeſty is hereby authorized to appoint* 


aſſiſtant engineer, with a ſalary of and no more, Þ 

vided that the ſaid aſſiſtant be an officer of yo c | 

vice in the artillery, and no other ſhall be capable of ho- 

the ſaid office, | 
And 1x is hereby enacted, that the ſaid aſſiſtant engt 


nor any other engineer, nor any other perſon or pe che 


above the preſent eſtabliſhment of officers of the artili 
ſhall be capable of being elected, or fitting and voting 
Parliament. 20. 2. 
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And it is hereby further enacted by the authority afore 

, that the ordnance for the navy ſhall be, from and after 
day of under the care and direction of the 

nmiſſioners of the navy, who, for the better adminiſtration 

che ſame, ſhall have one commiſſioner, and no more, 

led to the number, with a ſalary not exceeding the ſala 


1 commiffioner ſhall be a perſon ſkilful in the buſineſs of 
artillery officer and engineer, and, where a perſon ſo 
led may be had, preference ſhall be given to officers who 
e ſerved years in his Majeſty's navy, 

And in order to prevent the unneceſſary multiplication of 


ce of keeper of the naval ordnance ſtores, be united 
and conſolidated with the office of keeper of naval 


exerciſed by one and the ſame perſon. 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
a vacancy of any ſtorekeeper or clerk of the checque, in 
of his Majeſty's yards, no perſon ſhall be capable of 
vg appointed thereto, who has not ſerved his Majeſty in 
navy, as a lieutenant or maſter, for years; and 
ny other than a perſon or perſons qualified as aforeſaid 
| be appointed to the ſaid offices, or any of them, he 
Il forfeit his ſaid employment, and the ſum of to 
ered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, 
any of his Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter, in 
ch no eſſoign, protection, privilege, or wager of law, 
more than one imparlance, ſhall be allowed. 
nd it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
laid chief engineer, and his affiſtant, as well as the ſaid 
umifhoners of the navy, may and fhall contract, where- 
the ſame is practicable from the nature of the ſervice, 
be execution of all works, buildings, and ſtores to the 
ee belonging; and that all contrators With the ſaid 


e ſaid chief engineer, or the ſaid commiſſioners of the 
z 4s the caſe ſhall be, for and in the execution of their 
nadts, and every part thereof: provided that no contract, 
eding in value, be made without the previous ap- 
pation of, the commander in chief of his Majeſty's forces, 
ther general officer appointed by his Majeſty, and 
int 8 commuſhoners of the treaſury, if the ſame be for the 

ſervice; and the *** of the navy, and lores 


lor. XVII. 


the other commiſhoners, and with the like powers; which 


ces, be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the 


ach of his Majeſty's dock-yards reſpectively, and ſhall 


ers ſhall be under the conſtant inſpection and controul 


113 


114 


litary ſtores; but they ſhall be in all things bound to d 


All the ſalaries, lawful fees, perquiſites, and profits wi 
2 w_ 
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of the admiralty, and the ſaid commiſſioners of the ty 
ſury, if the ſame be for the ſea ſervice. 

And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, | 
the money payable on account of the ſaid contracts ſhal 
paid at the — and that all other payments to 
ſaid ordnance belonging, be made at the pay-office, orf 
navy-office, as the ſervice ſhall be military or naval, a 
ding to the courſe and manner that ſhall be hereafter uke 
virtue of this act in the ſaid offices. 

And it is hereby enacted, that the eſtimate and accoy 
of the ordnance, be annyally laid before Parliament, 
hitherto accuſtomed, except that the ordnance and ſtore 
land and ſea ſervice be diſtinguiſhed. 

Provided, that nothing in this act contained ſhall beg 
ſtrued to exempt the chief engineer from the orders of 
commander in chief or ſecretary at war, for the time be 
or the navy-board, from the orders of the admiralty, in 
matters which regard ordnance ſtores, or any kind of 


and conform to the orders and directions which they f 
from time to time receive from the ſaid ſuperior officer, 

And be it hereby enacted, in order to the more x 
regulation of the ſaid ordnance, that in days 
the paſſing of this act, a commiſſion be appointed by] 
Majeſty, which ſhall conſiſt of the firſt commiſſioner of Fe 
treaſury, the firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty, one d 
miſſioner of the navy, the ſecretary at war, the pay-pm 
of his Majeſty's forces, the treaſurer of the navy, the a 
mander in chief of his Majeſty's forces, the chief eng is 
and the following general officers and admirals ; videlicet: 


Which ſaid commiſhoners, or any of them, 1 dne 
and are hereby directed to regulate all things relative to 
ſaid ordnance, ſo as to bring the ſame to a more perfect a 
formity and accommodation to military purpoſes; and as 
as may be, in all branches thereof, to employ military 
ſons; and to reduce the expences of the ſame, by un 
of duties, where the ſame may be united, and iepar 
the ſame, where the ſame may and ought to be icepariow 
and reducing the number of unneceſſary offices, clerks, dr f 
other perſons, according to their diſcretion, and the cher 
intent and meaning of this act. | 642 by 

And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforcſaid, ner 


2 


- 


„belonging to all and every the offices by this act 
refſed, ſhall ceaſe and determine with the determina- 
of the ſaid offices ſeverally, and be no longer paid; 
that the commiſſioners of the treaſury ſhall, withia 
make, or cauſe to be made up, an account of the 
ies and fees now payable for or on account of the ſaid 
s ſeverally, as alſo an account of all the charges what- 
7, ordinary or extraordinary, incurred for or by rea- 
of the ſaid offices, during years laſt paſt; and 
cauſe a ſam, to the amount of a medium of the ſaid 
jes, fees, and charges, to be annually ſet apart, and a 
ate account to be kept of the ſame, and to carry the 
ſum or ſums of money, together with the amount of 
and every penſion as it ſhall fall or determine, until 
aid penfion liſt be reduced to (except as in this 
js otherwiſe provided) to the ſinking fund, there to re- 
for the diſpoſition of Parliament. 
nd be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
all not be lawful to create any office, in the nature or 
he purpoſe of thoſe which are by this act aboliſhed, or 
ivide any office into ſeveral parts, to be held by divers 
ns; other than ſuch as have been uſually held in com- 
dn, or to create any new office whatever, or any ad- 


je year, 
hd, in order to prevent the reformation by this act pro- 
from affecting private perſons, whoſe whole livelihood, 
je greater part thereof, conſiſts in the profits of places 
bis act ſuppreſſed ; be it enacted by the authority afore- 
that it ſhall be lawful for the following. perſons ; 
beet : or an or more of them, to be com- 
dners for receiving and hearing the repreſentations of 
perſons affected by this act in the manner above men- 
d; and on what ſhall appear to them ſufficient proof of 
ud perſon or perſons having no other livelihood, or no 
employment of profit, or penſion, or upon proof of 
circumſtances of compaſhon, they ſhall have power to 
ge, according to equity and the reaſon of the caſe, and 
ow half pay, or more, at their diſcretion, to ſuch per- 
dr perſons, until the officer by this act diſplaced ſhall 


| cate, figned by not leſs than of the ſaid com- 
0, bers, ſhall be, and is hereby declared of ſufficient au- 


wy for the commiſſioners. of the treaſury to make hy 
* | 2 33 | id 


Q 


nal commiſſioner, with a ſalary exceeding pounds 


therwiſe provided for in his Majeſty's ſervice; and a 


115 | 
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* 


ee. When Mr. Burke fat down, Lord North roſe and i 


Lord Gargs Lord George Gardon ſpoke againſt the bill, and divide 


Lord New- Lord Newhaven complained that proper attention had 


And it is hereby enacted by the unthoriey aforeſaid, i 
u 


mall forfeir the ſum of for each ſuch offence, u 


of the {ſums x 
' 779.—Agreeable to the productions on the table, it di 
"An * — bf the myſtery be made. He 
that ex ns m Made. | 
E 7 
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faid allowances for ſuch perſons; provided, that the fai 
lowance do in no caſe exceed per annum; and that 
Peers, or member of parliament,*ſhall be entitled to the f 
reli r ; 729 bel jt cots | 


And it is hereby enacted by the authority aforeſaid, t 
all the clerks in office, by this act diſplaced, and who fk 
beduly qualified to be employed as clerks in other publicoffc 
or as > — in the cuſtoms, ſhall be entitled to the ſuced 
ſion of any vacant clerkſhip in other offices, or to offen 
the cuſtoms, not exceeding per annum in value (vn 
any rule or practice of ſucceſſion within the ſaid offices & 
not interfere) upon application made by memorial to 
ſaid offices, the allowance aforeſaid being to ceaſe on fi 

pointment. | 


in caſe, after months time given for due enquiry, 
proof of their qualifications, the memorialiſt or memoril 
aforeſaid are not put into poſſeſſion of the ſaid vac 
offices, the perſon to whom it belongs to fill the ſaid yacu 


recovered by action of debt, bill, plaint, or information, 
any of his Majeſty's courts of record at Weſtminſter 
which no eſſoign, protection, privilege, or wager of lay, 
more than one implarance, ſhall be allowed. | 


in the warmeſt terms of approbation of Mr. Burke's} 
and added, that as ſo many ſubjects were treated of in it 
wiſhed that a future day gt be appointed for the full 
fideration of them, and as ſome of them reſpected the Ku 
patrimony or income he thought that leave of the c 
_ firſt be had before leave was given to bring u 


Houſe againſt bringing it in; but was alone in the di 
againft it, Adjourned to Feb. 14. 9 
February 14. 


deen paid to 5 of the Houſe, calling for the produit 
f 


red in payment of the land-tax for the he 


ived amounted to much moe! 


the ſurm:. 
ot underſtand, and he mull 


* - 


» thoroughly inveſtigate the nature of this fail 


receipt; and he thought it an object worthy the moſt- 
dus conſideration of the Houſe. | 


zus in their power to bring in the deficiencies, He was 
red that the receivers would explain the reaſons to the 
faction of the Houſe, as they had done to the ſatisfaction 
the treaſury laſt year. | 


peQive places in which it lay, be laid before the Houle. 
is motion paſſed. | 


county of York, that he would call for ſuch papers as 
d throw light on the ſubjects complained of in the peti- 
„ he would take an opportunity to-morrow of moving 
a correct liſt of the penſions, and of ſuch places as were 
culiW@crally deſcribed by the appellation of ſinecures. He did 
„ although his honourable friend in the plan which he 
| ſubmitted to the Houfe, had with that liberality for 
ich he is celebrated, foregone an inquiry into ſubjects of 
nature. He only wiſhed to ſee what might be made of 
To-morrow he would make a motion for that purpoſe. 


ad, Mr, Burke, The plan which 'he had ſubmitted to 
conſideration of the Houſe, with ſo much ability on his 
and which had been received with ſo much grateful at- 
tion on theirs, comprehended a great deal, and promiſed, 
antages to this country of the moſt flattering nature, He 
d doge a great deal, and having taken upon himſelf the 
our and fatigue of conducting ſo great a part of the re- 
mm, it called not only for the gratitude, the aſſiſtance, and 
abination of that ſide of the Houſe, but of the other 
0. The abilities of every man, and the affiduity of every 
n, were called upon in the preſent inſtance. 
His friend did not, he was well aſſured, claim any exclu- 
c privilege of forming propoſitions for a thorough reform. 
ve country had 4 alarm; their meetings were ſober 
their petitions were decent, The one was as ſober and 
other as decent as their reſolutions were wiſe, and their 
per determined, They expected redreſs, and it became 
t Houſe, in the preſent hour of difficulty and ſuſpicion, 
"0 


F Cooper excuſed the treaſury from any ſhare of the sir Grey 
— rs. be laid at their door, as they uſed every Cor.. 


ord Newhaven moved, that accounts of the ſums yet Lord News 
aining due of the land-tax for the year 1779, with the en. 


Sir George Savile informed the Houſe, that in conſequence Sir George 
what he had faid, when he preſented the petition from Si. 


lonel Barr# now called the attention of the Houſe to Colonel 
te propofitions, in addition to thoſe of his honourable #rre 
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to act as became the repreſentatives of the people. For ly 
own , he was not reformation-mad ; but there were for 
objects which he ardently wiſhed to introduce to the cons, 
deration of the Houſe, and which would be properly connect 
with thoſe of his honourable friend. 

In his plan he had propoſed. that the high offices in the ex, 
chequer, the emoluments of which are exorbitant. ſhould je 
permitted to continue as they are during the lives of the pre 
ſent poſſeſſors. He conſeſſed, for his own part, he though 
that ſomething. more ſhould be done. He did not thinky 
right that perſons. who are in general poſſeſſed of large privay 
fortunes, ſhould be permitted, during the wars and calamitie 

of their country, to reap advantages which they do not don 
times of peace and proſperity; and he would on this grounl 
introduce a propoſition, that the perquiſites and profits d 
theſe places ſhould be put on a footing equal to the peace eſt 
bliſhment. This he thought fair, juſt, and reaſonable. 

Another ſubject of the higheſt importance, and which, in 
his opinion, called moſt loudly for reformation, was the mod 
of voting the public money without eſtimate, It appean 
that no 2 than ſix millions of the public money are in the 
hands of two miniſters, for which there had not LEE to thy 
moment, the ſmalleſt account. What could the people of thi 
country think of ſuch proceeding ? He could with aſſurane 
inform the Houſe, that the greateſt part of this large ſun 
might have been reduced to * 

the year 1775, the extraordinaries had amounted t 
more than 400,000]. Surprized at the enormity of this ſum, 
he called for vouchers, that he might enquire, if poſſible, how 
it had been expended. The accounts came, but he found 

that inſtead of throwing any light on the matter, they ſtated 
no more than the dates of the warrants from the commande 
in chief, on which the money had been paid. As he pro- 
ceeded in this, he waded deeper into obſcurity, and there was 
no more light thrown on the matter by the accounts than 
there had been by the groſs vote of the Houſe. He was con- 
vinced that nothing but a commiſſion of accounts, conſiſting 
of a ſmall number of men, could correct this evil, and bring 
it within proper bounds and controul. He knew that the 
miniſters would have the naming of that committee ; but 
notwithſtanding this, he foreſaw much good from it. A ſmall 
committee would not dare, in the face of their country, to 
make a mockery. of what was intended as a national good. 
On this he reſted his hopes, and he would on a future day 
introduce propoſitions to this effect. 1 

[ 


” 
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Dr hi ord North ſaid, that he wiſhed to hear the propoſitions of Lord North, 


on demen from every fide of the Houſe; and he could affure 
r chat no man in it would be more ready to adopt any 
that appeared calculated for the promotion of cconomy, 
| for reducing the public expence to order and limit, 
eer ben the honourable gentleman had propoſed his plan the 
der day, with to much perſpicuity of reaſoning and elegance 
manner, he aſked if there were any more propolitions ſtill 
ori: he did this, ſurpriſed that he fhould have neglected the 
pund which he confeſſed, for his own part, he thought the 
| eſſential of all. That the expenditure of the public money 
iti old be brought as much as poſſible under cheque and con- 
jo nul, he was well convinced; and no member, he believed, 
du old venture to deny the propoſitions. And it was very 
strain that the preſent courſe of Exchequer was inimical to 
eſt Mpeedy and effectual controul. 
The ſyſtem was unequal to the extent of the buſineſs; and 
1, n created delays and inconveniencies exceedingly diſagreeable, 
nods which tended to obſtruct, inſtead of expediting, as they 
can ht, the national ſervice. The people, he ſaid, ought to 
de latisfied with reſpect to the expenditure ; it was their right; 
tha iy expected it; and he, for his own part, wiſhed that the 
thy Wmoſt clearneſs and preciſion ſhould be found in the public 
me counts, He was convinced that all the expence could not 
ſun reduced to eſtimate. The nature of war was ſuch, that no 
bable eſtimate could be found capable of providing againſt 
| to Mntingencies : there muſt therefore be exceedings; and ever 
um, ee the land and fea ſervice of this country had advanced to 


ok and magnitude, exceedings were found to be abſolutely 


md eeſſary. 

td I When an officer made a demand, it was not poſlible to 
der WWthold it. The ſervice in the hour of danger and action 
ro- ust not be abandoned; and though the ſums ſo advanced 
gat be even extravagant, yet at a diſtance from the ſcene of 
tion, and unaequainted with the neceſſities of the occaſion, 
vernment could not refuſe the requeſt. The officer however 
vs anſwerable to his country for the ſums that he received, 
dit was on this reſponſibility that the advancements had 
en originally made and admitted. He was free to confeſs 


ecking the public expence ; and for his own part he thought 
ſo ſalutary, and indeed ſo neceſſary a meaſure, that he 


t the only objection was that the Mini 
| naming 


the thought a commiſſion of accounts the moſt likely way of 


ſhed to ſee it adopted. The honourable 22 had — | 
ry would have the 
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naming of it. He knew that the majority of the Houſe wa 
have the naming of it; but why the deciſion of the major 
of the Houſe of Commons ſhould throw an obloquy ont 
perſons they named, he was yet to learn, Committees of 
counts had frequently been appointed, and they had ſometin 
failed of producing any good. When formed on principle; 
faction, they were actuated by intrigue, not zeal, and pol 
had mixed themſelves with every deciſion. And when! 
they had been appointed of a temporary nature, and gentle 
had both attended them and their duty in the Houſe, ji 

had been derived, for their time had been too fhort 
the objects of their concern. But a committee of a n 
number of gentlemen rendered permanent, and fitting throy 
the year, would be capable of rendering ſolid advantage tot 
country. 

As to the honourable gentleman's other propoſition, reſpe 
ſpecting the emoluments and ſalaries of offices during 
he could only ſay, that no exorbitant fees, no extravay 
profits aroſe in the offices. If the emoluments were large 
uncommon, in the preſent ſtate of things, it was becaub 
larger receipt and expenditure now occurred than during 
peace eftabliſhment. A certain profit was annexed tot 
amount of the receipt and payment, and that conſequent 
aroſe in proportion to the advancement of the national ere 


pence. 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barr: obſerved that the noble Lord had ſpoken pi one 
Iy, and like a man. He had declared that there was occaſion} 
a reform; and he conſidered the noble Lord as pledged tot 
meaſure of a committee of accounts. He thanked the e. 
Lord for ſpeaking out, and he formed the moſt favouii m 
preſage of ſucceſs from the noble Lord's declarations. 
The noble Lord had ſaid true, that the extraordinan 
could not be prevented — and that it was impoſi e a 

to with-hold the demands of officers upon actual ſervice. 
however, were he in the noble Lord's ſituation, would let 
ficers know, that it was not the treaſury alone that they ere! 
to ſatisfy, but Parliament alſo; and that the treaſury ca | 
not protect them from the inquiries and the cenſure of i ublic 
country. He anſwered him with reſpect to the emolum burn, 
of office, and ſaid that certainly men who enjoyed great e no 
extravagant profits, merely from the occaſions of war, vf 
and ought to make no objection to yield up thoſe profits, WPÞ<tir 
be contented with the profits which they received in peace gnifi 
Lord Geerge Lord George Gordon ſaid, that the honourable gentle 
S. had too haſtily given the noble Lord credit for his intent 
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or his own part, he believed that his defign was to cajole 
e Houſe and the people. 
Mr. For paid many handſome compliments to the pro 
ions contained in the plan opened on Friday laſt by an 
durable member (Mr. Burke) and allowed great candour and 
irneſs on the part of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, who 
d fo readily approved of the idea thrown out of appointing 
mmiſſioners of accounts; but could not agree with his 
ordſhip, that a better mode, or a more ready mode of ac- 
hunting to the Houſe for the expenditure of public monies, 
puld not be deviſed, or reduced to practice. At preſent the 
ue of very large ſums were year after year left unaccounted 
r, and he thought it right the Miniſter ſhould no longer be 
ffered to lay out enormous ſums, for the expenditure of 
ich the Houſe had as little given their aſſent, as the public 
ere ſatisfied of its receipts. 
The very laſt year, for inſtance, the eſtimate for the tranſ- 
rt ſervice from Corke to America, had been given in at 
d,cool. and no leſs a ſum than 400,000). was actually charged 
r that very ſervice, and the Miniſter, with a modeſty pecu- 
ar to himſelf, had never thought it worth his while to ex- 
in ſuch an enormous exceſs of the eſtimate. No leſs a ſum 
jan 60,0001. had alſo been iſſued to Mr. Stewart, to buy pre- 
mts for the Indians, but how it had been laid out, the Houſe 
ere to this moment totally ignorant; and but tor the integrit 
the Miniſter, he might juſt as well hive put the whole 
joney into his own pocket, for he had juſt as much right to it; 
if the noble Lord had choſe to have done it, — might 
we as much ſatisfied the Houſe as when he gave it to Mr. 
ewart. The honourable gentleman deduced many reaſons 
om theſe facts, to prove how neceſſary it was to have the 
xpenditure of the public money put under ſome controul. 
The honourable gentleman went largely into a defence of 
e various petitions from the county meetings, and animad- 
rted with his uſual poignancy of remark, on the proteſts 
tered into at ſeveral of the ſaid counties, as the proteſtors 
ere by no means warranted in libelling thoſe perſons who 
al thought fit to pray Parliament for economy in the 
ublic expenditures. As to. the noble Lord (Lord Cran- 
dure) who had been very active that way, he thought 
e noble Lord ſtood particularly diſtinguiſhed as deſerving 
2 cenſure of the Houſe; for he had attended the county 
eeting, and might there, if he had thought proper, have 
gnified his Cie tions to the reſolutions he had fince pro- 
led againſt. But why did the proteſtors libel and tra- 
Vol. XVII. R duce 
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Lord Nertb. Lord North ſaid, the honourable gentleman was a powe! 
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duce the petitioners ? if they had any diſlike to the matte 
ſer forth in the petitions, they might have done it; but aft 
giving the petition a tacit approbation, was it right, was | 
decent in the noble Lord to proteſt againſt it? The hona 
rable gentleman would not ſay in what manner the protch 
ought to be treated. | 

He wiſhed from his ſoul that the proteſt could be brougt 
before the Houſe ; nay, he wiſhed that every county woul 
proteſt to its utmoſt, that numbers might be fairly countel 
As to the proteſts already made, there was one way, indeed 
and but one way, to bring them before the Houle, and tu 
was by ordering thoſe inſtruments before them, as falſe a 
iafamous libels againſt the people of England, for uſing tis 
right the conſtitution gave them of petitioning Parliamen 
There was a time, he was very ſure, when the repreſentating 
of the people would have done this. He ſpoke now as 
member of the Houſe, and not a petitioner ; and he thouglt 
he ſtood in a ſituation to complain of thole proteſts, as a 
attack on his legiſlative character, as denying his Majeſty! 
ſubjects a privilege of complaining to him of any 1njuri 
they might ſuppoſe they were labouring under, 

The honourable gentleman took notice of the aſſertion 
made in another Houle, by a noble Lord Lord Hilſborougi 
reflecting on the county meetings, and the Petitions the 
had ſent to Parliament, and ſaid he was very glad the no 
Lord in the blue ribbon had no ſuch opinion of them, be 
had abandoned the proteſtors. The honourable gentlemd 
finally declared, that it was neceflary that the influenee & 
the crown ſhould be checked for the ſafety of the conſtit 


tion. 


ful advocate in any cauſe, however arduous and difficut 
His rapidity of ſpeech, his ſeverity of cenſure, and choice: 
words, made him an enemy to be dreaded ; for his part, i 
feared him as an antagoniſt—yet notwithſtanding this, | 
would rather have the honourable member for an opponent thi 
a commentator, for nothing but ſuch extenſive talents for col 
mentating, could poſſibly have induced the honourable g= 
tleman to ſtate, that he had ever ſaid any thing that was to lion 
conſtrued into an abandoning, or any in ention to abandi 
the proteſtors, Good God, was it poſſible for him to uſe a 
ſuch expreſſion ? The petitions preſented, were not the peti 
tions of the county of Hampſhire, nor of the county iter 
Vork. They were not the pctitions of this county, not. 

a K | 7 N N wou 
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gat county, but only of ſuch a number and deſcription of 
>rſons reſiding in the county, and for him to think of aban- 
pning thoſe who thought it their duty to proteſt againſt 
em, it would be monſtrous and unpardonable. 

With reſpe& to the influence of the crown, the noble 
ord declared it had not encreaſed of late years, and that any 
tempt at a diminution of it was to be reſiſted, 

Mr, Dunning very ably defended the right of petitioning, Mr. Dau- 
dd faid the perſons who ſigned a petition by no means meant irg. 
d convey what it contained as the ſenſe of the county at 
roe, but of the meeting held at that county, to which the 
echolders had acceſs. | 
Lord Mulgrave adverted to the late meeting held at York, Lord Al- 
d ſaid it was true, that there was a property in the room greve- 
more value than within the walls of Parliament, as had 
en aſſerted by an honourable Baronet [Sir George Savile]: 
was a ſtill greater compliment to the county, that great as 
e property was at that meeting, it was not half of what the 
dunty poſſeſſed, His Lordſhip alſo denied that the petition 
xs honed by a majority of the freeholders and landholders, 

r he underſtood the county contained very near thirty thou- 
nd perſons under thoſe deſcriptions, and not fifteen hundred 
mes appeared to the petition, 

m But the noble Lord did not think that either the rank or 
amber of the perſons ſignified ; the right of petitioning was 
werſal and free as air. It mattered not who petitioned, it 
is the ſubject of the petition that was to be attended to, and 
wen angle perſon, a beggar, nay a foreigner, petitioning alone, 
d a right to be heard. But the noble Lord reprobated the 
elent mode of petitioning : it was dangerous and uncon- 
tutional ; for the aſſociations had as much as declared, that 
Parliament did not grant the prayer of the petitions, other 
ans would be taken than thoſe the .petitioners had uſed. 
t the noble Lord begged, leave to warn and caution men 
inſt their ſtepping out of the proper path; for the conſti- 
to tion had drawn a line for the people to go by, and if they 
and 3 they might expect to be puniſhed with juſtice but 
ſe anWPthout pity, | 

| For his part, he loved the conſtitution ; he did not wiſh 

ty Fer; and as there was ſtill energy enough in government 
nor Mad government he was ſure was in good hands | he truſted 
Would be properly put forth to curb the factious and diſ- 
Qed, and ſupport itſelf with the dignity it was bound to 


elerye. 
R 2 Lord 
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Lord Fobu Lord John Cavendiſh ſpoke of the legality of the meeting 
CovirdÞ. at Vork, and the reſpectability of the perſons who had ſigne 
the petition, The noble Lord faid he had ſeen near fify 
thouſand of his fellow-creatures wantonly butchered in a 
unnatural war, and could not but ſet his face againft the mi. 
niſters that had proſecuted it. He did not entirely agree 
with the noble Lord, that as much attention ought to be pail 
to a petition figned by an individual, as by a body of people; 
becauſe it was more likely that a body of people ſhould hay 
more to complain of, and that of a nature more nnportan; 
than an individual. As to the meeting at York, for inftancy 
the property of the perſons petitioning was ſuppoſed to be nat 
leſs than 800,0001, a year; and as rents had fallen one-thin 
in value, they 2 had more right to petition than anj 
one perſon could poſſibly have. The noble Lord did not agre 
that it was the matter of the petition alone that was to h 
conſidered ; becauſe if a majority of the people of Englan 
were to defire even a worſe goverament than we have at pre 
ſent, they would have a right to have their wiſhes gratified, 
He eſteemed himſelf much obliged to the noble Lord, f 
the very kind caution he had given him, in common wi 
other petitioners, to take care, and not ſtep aſide from 
conſtitution, He had taken care, and ſhould continue to d 
ſo. Every one knew, that he had connections too dear al 
valuable to him, to with for anarchy and confuſion, but! 
conſideration ſhould warp him from exerting himſelf to 
very utmoſt, in enforcing a compliance with the prayer « 
the petitions. 
Mr. 7. Mr, Thymas Townſhend thanked the noble Lord undert 
Town1ſo:nd. gallery [Lord Mulgrave] for the very friendly hint he ha 
thrown out, not to ſtep aſide the line the conſtitution h 
marked out, for that if he did, he would be puniſhed wil 
juſtice, but without pity. The honourable gentleman d 
not want to be informed of this; he knew well enough tl 
puniſhment, without pity, would follow the friends of tl 
people, if they ſhould happen to ſtep @ little out of the pa 
and he believed miniſtry would do it now, if they dared. 
He next adverted to the affociations of Ireland, and 
minded the Houſe of the different treatment they had 
ceived from what the petitioners of England had expericnd 
He was ſurpriſed, and wanted to have a reaſon given hit 
why the people of England could not arm themſelves, as i 
as the people of Ireland, There they had been compliments 
here traduced, A proud ſecretary of ſtate had, in the 12 
Ou 
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— llous. This was, he ſaid, of all other men, the very laſt 
if » ſhould have uttered any fuch words, The firſt he ever 
ud of the noble Lord, was his turning out General Am- 


ſt from his government, next his conduct at St. Vincent's 
a the wretched Caribs were treated with every ſpecies of 
ality, and ſoon after he found the noble Lord writing 
ers to America, and piddling in the rebellion that after- 
ds raged through the whole continent, 

he honourable gentleman attacked the noble Lord in the 
ribbon very cloſely, as to his aſſertion, that the influence 
the crown had not of late years encreaſed, and aſked, 
at all the encreaſe of our military had tended to but an 
enſion of the influence of the crown. 


Hillſborough, and urged the impropriety of taking notice 
works ſpoken in another Houſe, As to the influence of 
crown, he again declared, that there were many gentle- 
n who did not think 1t too great. 


e the liberty of detaining the Houſe upon it, until they 
ne to a right underſtanding. The noble Lord, and he 
nked him for it, had frankly told the Houſe that any at- 
pt at a diminution of the influence of the crown was to 
reſiſted 5 he ſhould therefore be glad to know of the noble 
rd, if when a commiſſion of accounts ſhould be choſen, 
as to be an inſtruction to them, to avoid touching upon 
y thing that might tend to leſſening the influence of the 
wn, This he particularly deſired to be informed of, as 
would be better to die in the caule at once, if no real and 
ſtantial ſervice was meant the people of England, 


ide and co-operate with a commiſhon of account, but did 
give an anſwer to the right honourable gentleman. 
tions and petitioners; he did not like them, they were 
ious, and might do a great deal of miſchief. It had been 
fortune to have been educated 1n conſtitutional principles, 
| he could not bear to ſce ſuch things. They made his 
art acch, he vowed to God they did. He was down in Suſ- 
a little while ago, and on a rainy day, taking a walk out, 
at ſhould he ſee, but two men taking the heights of a hill, 
when he aſked them, what they were doing it for, they 
him it was for the Duke of Richmond. This alarmed 
4 hun 


ſe, declared the petitioners factious, and the petitions 
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Lord North entered very fully into a defence of the Earl Lord North, 


ol. Barre ſaid, as he had ſtarted the buſineſs, he would Col. Barre 


ord North ſpoke again, and declared his readineſs to co- Lord ws. 


r. Onſlow exclaimed in the moſt bitter terms againſt the wir. oe. 
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| h 
him exceedingly. But when he heard of the Suſſex meeti 0 
and their petition, he could not help feeling for the conk 
tution, for he loved the conſtitution, by his ſoul he ir 
But this was not all he knew of the Babe of RichnollWW:ic 
His Grace was at the table of the Duke D' Aiguillon ; 
France, and the Duke ſaid, I wiſh, indeed, to ſee Eng el 
pride humbled, but I wonder that an Engliſh duke ſhoe | 
with it. The honourable gentleman was here called to o ou 
by Col, Barre, who thought it incumbent on him to er 
himſelf as to the Duke of Richmond, but the honor e 
gentleman denied he had traduced him, or ſpoken unpam ir 
mentary, and defied the moſt captious imp of the law to e 
a hair of his head. After this, the honourable gentle, 
went on a conſiderable time abuſing, in the moſt vir e. 
terms, the petitioners and their conduct, and appealed 01 
— one that heard him, and to God Almighty, that in. 
he faid, was ſpoken from the feelings of his heart. IH 
courſe of his ſpeech, he was called to order ſeven or e ft. 
times by General Conway, Mr. Turner, and others. J 

The character of the Duke of Richmond was warmly & ch 
fended by General Conway, Col. Barre, Mr. To waffe che 
and Mr. Fox, the latter of which was ſurpriſed the honos y 
able gentleman ſhould be alarmed becauſe one of his Majct< f 
generals had ſent two perſons to take the height of a hi 
the coaſt of duſſex, the better to enable him to put it! aa 
a ſtate of defence. But it was ſo rare for any one to do lil © 
thing for government for nothing, that the gentleman! oy 
quite alarmed, eſpecially when he heard of the petition. . 
any foreigner were to hear the language uſed by mini: 
he would conclude that the petitions militated againſt es; 
conſtitution, tending to overturn the conſtitution, and nt li 
rebellion ; and yet, were he to read them, he would i 
them to pray for nothing more than ceconomy in the pub me 
expenditure. Formerly, the honourable inember faid, e un 
miniſtry were accuſing oppoſition, every day, of want. 
places, pepſions, and finecures ; but, now that they pra ties 
for an abolition of thoſe things, they were charged with his 
deavouring to overthrow the conſtitution. eeab 

Lord Fairford (Lord Hillſborough's fon) denied his favring 


had uſed the words imputed to him. WW to 
Mr. Burke then, moved, that leave be given to bm 
in a bill, for ſelling the foreſts and crown lands, with cert 
exceptions, refzrying to the tenant the riguts of common, 
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ame was unanimouſly agreed to. The hondurable mem- 
then moved for leave to bring in a bill reſpecting the 
hy of Cornwall, which being oppoſed, was by conſent 
oth fides withdrawn. | 

February 15. 
dir George Savile moved, that an account of all places, the 
ies annexed to them, &c. be laid before that Houſe. By 
account, he ſaid, the Houſe, and of courſe his con- 
ents, would be able to judge of the ſervices done to the 
e in return for the ſalaries paid by it; in ſhort, ſuch an 
unt would, in the judgment of the Houſe, after full con- 
ration, ſhew that the emoluments were held as ſinecures. 
> motion was agreed to without any oppoſition. | 
fir George next moved, as part of his plan, and a prime 
ect of the county meetings, that an account of all pen- 
ns, whether paid at the exchequer, or out of the privy 
e, for life, years, or at pleaſure, be laid before that Houſe. 
ord Nugent oppoſed this motion. He ſaid that many de- 
ing perſons enjoyed his Majeſty's private bounty, who 
Id not with their names made public; ſome reduced gen- 
ſtood in the ſame predicament, and there were many 
y Bridgets, Lady Maries and Jennies, who would be 
ch hurt at having their names entered in the proceedings 
that Houſe as penſioners of the ſtate. Pride in general was 
to extend its influence more or leſs every where, but fe- 
e pride was ſanctioned, and partly approved of by cuſtom ; 
it Lady Jenny and Lady Mary, who paſſed as perſons 
onſequence in their reſpective neighbourhoods, were diſ- 
ered to be mere penſioners and dependants on a court, 
y would ſoon loſe the reſpect which their rank entitled 
m to. He knew there were ſeveral of thoſe Lady Maries 
| Lady Jennies from North Britain; ſurely it would be 
el to rob them of their rights. There were ſome of thoſe 
ies in Ireland, at leaſt ſome who had penſions cn the Iriſh 
wiſhment. At all events, as their appointments were but 
ul, and the object all taken together but trifling, he would 
much better pleaſed that the honourable baronet would 
e up his motion. 


es and Lady Jennies and Bridgets came within the views 
his motion, he felt equally for the inconveniences and diſ- 
table conſequences ariſing from the circumſtances of de- 
ing the means which perſons of rank, but ſmall fortune, 
to ſupport themſelves. To this very painful * 

e 


ir George Savile acknowledged, that fo far as the Lady sir Gearge 
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he had nothing to oppoſe, but the great and important adm 
tages which his conſtituents expected to reap from ſuc 
diſclofure. No man felt more for the delicacy » 
nice feeling of Lady Betty or Lady Mary, but yet no n 
conſidering the great object in view, could ſacrifice thoſe; 
ferior feelings with more perfect reſignation. 
Mr. Coan- Mr. Cornwall ſaid, the penſion liſt conſiſted of two kin 
well, that paid out of the privy purſe, and that paid at the exc 
quer, of which Lord Gage was the paymaſter. Thoſe g 
out of his Majeſty's bounty, the noble Lord who ſpoke lat 
had affigned a very ſufficient reaſon for not publiſhing ; 
as for paid at the exchequer, it was generally underſt 
that no part of it was given to members of parliament, a 
fequently it could not be ſuppoſed to encreaſe the influs 
of the crown. 
Mr. T. Mr. T. Town/hend obſerved, that the very reaſon aſly 
Tewnfeend: hy the honourable gentleman was the ſtrongeſt that cou 
poſſibly urged in behalf of the motion; that was, that War 
penſions paid at the exchequer were ſuppoſed never to WW! 
paid to members of parliament : if ſo, then no inconveniz 
could poffibly enfue, but the ludicrous one ſo often allude 
which he prefumed would not be ſeriouſly urged againf 
great and ſo conſtitutional a motion as that now in the 
of the chair. 
Lord Nerch. Lord North ſaid a few words againſt the propriety of 
motion, though not againſt the motion itſelf. 
Lord Geerge Lord George Gordon roſe to ſpeak, but while he was on 
nd. legs the Speaker ſeemed to be ſuddenly taken ill. Col 
Col. Barre. Barr then roſe, and moved that the debate ſhould be 


journed. A great confuſion now aroſe, and after a few iv. 
nutes the Houſe adjourned. n p 
; February 16. (cri; 

No debate. Adjourned to the 21ſt. men 


; February 21. | but 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Smith (member for Nottingham) after ſome ge 
| apologies for his firſt time of riſing, ſaid he had received: 
per from a part of his conſtituents, which they had call 

' proteſt againſt a petition preſented to the Houſe from1 

ther and more reſpectable part of his conftituents ; that 

was requeſted to lay the proteſt before the Houſe, but he 

in doubt whether ſuch requeſt could be complied with, Wt 
therefore he wiſhed for information how to act. time 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barr? ſaid, that the honourable gentleman eur 
not to have made an apology to the Houfe on account e © 
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ſt appearance, which had been in every reſpect proper. It 
ks no wonder that he did not well know how to diſpoſe of 
» proteſt ; for though it was addreſſed to the Houſe of Com- 
ns, it did not, like a petition, contain any prayer. No ex- 
jence in the Houſe ——— could poſſibly have taught 
> honourable gentleman what to propoſe with regard to the 
teſt, for he did not believe that any ſuch paper had ever 
ore been addreſſed to that aſſembly. However, ſo far was 
from diſcouraging the proteſt, that he intended to move, 
at the fix men who had ſigned that proteſt ſhould be ex- 
ined at the bar of the Houſe of Commons. I will, with 
aſure, learn from thoſe gentlemen, ſaid he, the grounds 
jon which they aſſure Parliament that a branch of the Bri- 
empire is not loſt to this country. I am ſure there are 
t fix men in this Houſe that will make this aſſertion; and 
is our duty to attend to any ſix men who are better in- 
rmed, and who, it is to be — = are in poſſeſſion of the 
zans of — ſo good news. 


tition, or a manifeſto, or a declaration. It concluded no- 
ing, and was calculated merely to fix a ſtigma on the peti- 
dns from the counties. Was this proteſt then to be brought 
Let thoſe who favoured, let thoſe who ſigned proteſts, 
ach us how to conſider them, or what concluſion we are 
draw from them? 


r of men aſſuming to themſelves to be the men, as if they 
ere the only men, of a certain deſcription, in that ex- 
uſive deſcription or character, preſented a petition, for a cer- 
in purpoſe to Parliament; others, who belonged to the ſame 
ſeription or claſs, and differing from the petitioners on ſen- 
ments, complain, that they have aſſerted a falſehood, in at- 
Ibuting to that claſs of men, opinions and wiſhes which they 
d not entertain. For God's ſake, gentlemen, ſaid he, what 
mes are we fallen into? Is liberty to be all on one fide ? 
all not there be a liberty of proteſting, as well as of peti- 
ning ? The expreſſion that has been found fault with in 
proteſt, viz. That if petitions of this kind are a——_— 
wliament will become the mere regiſter of the dictates of the 
punties, is a very proper expreſſion, and conveys a very juſt 
ntiment, With regard to the ironical ftrain in which an 
mnourable gentleman talks of availing ourſelves of the know- 
ige and information of the {ix junior counſellors of Notting- 
m, I am clear to ſay, that there is nothing in their proteſt 


Mr. Fox was at a loſs, whether to conſider this paper as a Mr. Fox. 


The Attorney General ſaidyz that it was a very eaſy matter The Aner- 
comprehend the intention of the proteſt. A certain num- ney General. 
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from which it may be inferred that they are not poſſeſſi 
a very conſiderable ſhare of knowledge and information, 
then went into the diſcuſſion of the legality of aftociati 
which he contended were legal or illegal, according tot 
object. The preſent aſſociations were, in his opinion, 
harmleſs, and therefore legal; though he would maintat 
the ſame time, that if others were of a different opinion,t 
had a right to ſay ſo. 
Mr. Fur,” Mr. Fuller ſaid, that proteſts were legal, and in ons 
. ſtances neceſſary. . A petition had bcen ſigned in the cu 
to which he betonged at the time when he was attending 
duty in Parliament. How was he to ſignify his diſappn 
tion of it, if he was not allowed the liberty of protek 
againſt it * | 
Mr, Burke, Mr. Burke contended, that the proteſt anſwered exact 2 
deſcription of a libel. The proteſters had aſſumed to 
ſelves the prerogative of judging for Parliament, of tt 
them what is derogatory from their dignity, and fo on, 
deſired, that the petition from Nottingham might be Had: 
[which was done] and ſhewed that there was nothing 
which deſerved the ſevere cenſures of the proteſters. Hel 
that although he was a great ſtickler for public cecon 
he would vote for opening the ſtrings of the national] 
for the purpole of rewarding the fix counſellors of Not 
ham, as ſoon as they ſhould have authenticated the gout 
counts they gave of the national proſperity. 
Lord Nertb. Lord Nurth ſaid, that the proteſt was taken againſt ti 
tition when it was fabricated and ſigned at Nottinghan 
when it was preſented to the Houſe of Commons. F 
knowledged that it could not be received by the Hou 
it contained no prayer; but truſted that gentlemen v 
not take advantage of that circumſtance, in order byk 
interpretations, to repreſent the proteſt as improper ot 
lous. 
Mr. Fix Mr. Fox ſaid, that all he would henceforth inſiſt 1 
was, that when the day ſhould come for the conſide 
of the petitions, he ſhould not hear one word of protel 
ving been received from different counties, ſince the 
Lord acknowledged that they would not be received, he 
conſider them in this Houſe as having no exiſtence. 
: ; The order. of the day was called for, when 
Sir Garge Sir George Savile moved, © That an humble addreſs bt 
Savile, © ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be gracioufly pleaſed 
directions, that there be laid before this Houſe, an acc cum! 
all ſubſiſting penſions granted by the crown during ps 
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therwiſe ; ſpecifying the amount of ſuch penſions reſpec- 
y, and the times when, and the perſons to whom, ſuch 
ons were granted.” 


erwiſe, © 21 at the exchequer. His Lordſhip 
duced this amendment with ſaying, that he believed the 
ſtate of penſions was but very imperſectly known. All 
not properly {peaking penſian, that appeared on the pen- 
lift, He enumerated a great number of ſalaries that were 
under the denomination of penſions. Seventeen thou- 
pounds were paid at the Exchequer ; fourteen thouſand 


| after deducting this ſum and the four ſhillings in the 
ad of tax on places and penſions, the ſum remaining un- 
the denomination of per/:on, was eight and forty, or we 
| fay, fifty thoutand pounds, a ſum leſs by ten thouſand 


nds, than that which an honourable gentleman [Mr. 
nge) in his plan for public ceconomy, had thought proper 
He e truſted to the managment of the crown ſalary, under 


name of ſecret ſervice money. He thought that the county 
tings were very ill informed with regard to many very 
ortant particulars. | Here it ſeems his Lordſhip either 
or fancied that he ſaw ſomebody laughing at him, for 
proceeded | I do not mind gentlemen's laughing ; laughing 
proof of the ſelt- ſufficiency of him who laughs ; but not 
ays of the abſurdity of the perſon who is laughed at. I 


all they could expect from expoſing the names of penſi- 
6% was only the ſavings of a ſevere ceconomy, applied to 


ter liberality and delicacy than ro inſiſt upon the preſent 
tion. The honovrable Baronet had acknowledged that he 
led for the penſion lift with reluctance. That the motion 
ich a regard to public welfare extorted from him, was 
ting to him; and ſo it muſt be to ever humane and ho- 
rable man. To expoſe the neceſſities of ancient and noble 
lies to the prying eye of malignant curioſity ; to hold up 
man who has a penſion, to the detraction and envy of 
n who hates him, becauſe he has none; to prepare a feaſt 
party writers, and furniſh materials for magazines and 
s- papers, which would magnify. and miſrepreſent. every 
ſtance in the whole detail of the account of the pen- 
"5 ! Theſe were the bad effects, but he knew of no good 

8 8 2 on es 


the paymaſter of the penſioners. Thirty-five thouſand 
ds of what paſſed for penſion liſt, was not really ſo. 


perſuaded, ſaid he, that if the people of England knew, 


mall a ſubject as fifty thouſand pounds, they would have 
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ainted with miniſterial arts, and courtly ſtratagems, I fool- 
ly thought that a noble Lord, in a department fo high 
| important, would think it below his dignity to pretend 
nil leal in a cauſe, which, in his heart, he abhorred. He 
| greatly under-rate the underſtandings of gentlemen in 
ll this Houſe, and thoſe likewiſe of the people at large, if 
SS thinks that they will be duped by his groſs artifices fo far 
to believe, that the difficulties he holds out, are the real 


ſes the motion. The ſum of fifty thouſand pounds is cer- 
july not ſuch as to yield great ſavings to the nation from 
e moſt rigid ceconomy. But the ſaving of money, is but 
ſecondary object. The reduction of the influence of the 
henfWown, is the firſt. If by cutting off forty thouſand pounds 
noa om the civil liſt, we could cut off forty voters from that 
ona, whom no conſiderations of public utility can influ- 
ce, whom no obſtacles can deter from adhering to the mi- 
ler of the day, in whatever predicament he may ſtand, I 
- WH ou'd think we had attained an important end; for not only 


g ofaſion and waſte of much greater ſums, but conſolidate 
Bure baſis of Britiſh liberty. The noble Lord affirms, that 
othing extraordinary has happened, which can be a ſpecific 
pundation for demanding an account of the liſt of penſioners, 
ad he ſtiles the motion new and unuſual. Sir, the exigency 
the times is a ſufficient foundation for this demand; and 
ie voice of the people may perhaps be found ſufficient to 
nforce. There are precedents on your Journals, fo late as 
be year 1703, of an account being demanded and given of 
he expenditure of ſecret ſervice money, and I ſhalt by and 
poi produce them to the Houſe. The noble Lord does not 
Wc iuſc to lay before the Houſe an account of about thirty and 
ve thouſand pounds paid by the paymaſter of the penſioners, 
nd at the public Exchequer. That is, he offers to compro- 
mſe matters, by giving us ſomewhat we do not want, in lieu 
f fomething we deſire. What we may know at public offices, 
e will tell us; what is a ſecret among courtiers and place- 
nen, he will keep a ſecret. With ſuch deſigns, and obſerv- 
ng ſuch a line of conduct, ought he to be ſurprized, that the 
itioners in the different counties of England are, on man 
vlitical ſubjects very ill- informed? He acknowledges their 
ve ignorance, and makes that 1gnorance an argument for not 
ut ring them what they deſire, the means of a better informa- 
on. Sir, Jam as much an enemy to the impertinence of 


ections which privately influence his heart when he op- 


ould the ſaving of that forty thouſand pounds prevent a. 
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laughter in ſerious debates, as the noble Lord; {| Lord Nor 


hack complained of an honourable gentleman for laughing! 


ſee, the example of laughing fer in that preciſe corner of the 
Houſe [looking to Lord North] but I do not imitate it. | 
confeſs, however, that there are occaſions when I cannot, by 
any ſtrength of muſcles that I poſſeſs, keep at leaſt fron 
ſmiling, and I own that this argument of the noble Lord, 
did force me to ſmile. I will tell you what you may knon 
from the public offices, if you will not importune me to tel 
you what you wiſh to know of our ſecrets. The county 
petitioners are very ill informed, therefore it is very im per. 
tigent in them to deſire the means of better information. vin 
the abſurdity of theſe arguments cannot be palliated by all 
the eloquence on this fide of the Houſe, by all the art o 
that, nor by all the -ingenuity that is contained in the gal- 
lery.—A noble Lord was againſt the motion on Tueliday 
night, from motives of delicacy, to ſome of his old acquain 
tagces, in his younger days, certain Lady Betties, and Brid- 
ets and Jennies. in the kingdom of Ireland. But when his 
old friends read what he has ſaid of them in the news-papen, 
they will not much thank him for his delicacy. He freely 
gives up his old female friends, but ſcreens the great politici 
defaulters, againſt whom and whom only his motion was fe. 
velled. Poverty is no diſgrace where it is not brought on by 
vice or folly : it is no ſhame for perſons nobly deſcend, 
when reduced to want through the extravagance or vices & 
ſome of their anceſtors, to receive bounty from the Roy 
hand. I ſhould be gtid to ſee the liſt of penfioners made y 
of perſons of that defcription. But truly I ſuſpect, that! 
abounds with perſons of fat leſs, even than the negative me. 
Tit of inoffenſive maiden ladies in circumſtances of indigent, 
The noble Lord has objected to the expoſition of reſpeRabl 
names to the prying eye of malignant curioſity. It wouk 
be a pity, that through any of our public meaſures, tit 
names of penſioners ſhould be "inſerted in magazines 2 
news- papers, in which their characters would be traductd 
their ſervices depreciated, and a thouſand little circumſtanes 
magnified or miſrepreſented. Is the noble Lord aware of tht 
ſeverity. of this cenſure on miniſtry ? or has he ſpoken thel 
words in the hurry and animation of debate? If the liſt a 
penſioners is ſuch as the noble Lord needs not to be aſhamed 


of, it would be his intereſt and his duty to have it publiſhes 


in all the magazines and news-papers in Great-Britain. H 
ought immediately to employ his hircling ſcribes to _— 
2 . 
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their pamphlets, to lecture, to comment upon it, and to 
hew the world, that the jealouſies and turmiſes with which 
Were ha4 been deafened concerning the penſion lift, ate entirely 
without foundation, But, ſays the noble Lord, there are 
any perſons on the penſion lift, that I know nothing about; 
heir penſions had been beſtowed on them in former days, and 
t would be inhuman to take them from them now, This I 
ill readily grant, and it is not againſt thoſe obſcure and for- 
gotten penſioners that we would direct our attacks, but a- 
gainſt your flouriſhing and well known penſioners, penſioners 
blequious to the nod of the noble Lord and devoted to his 
vill, The merit of the obſcure and forgotten penſioners, 
hough it is nothing to the public, is greater than that of 
hoſe who are ſo well known to the noble Lord. The influ- 
nce of the crown, ſaid the noble Lord, on a former occa- 


ceſſive or formidable, It is for that reaſon, it is becauſe the 
noble Lord and ſo many gentlemen think the influence of the 
rown no wiſe formidable, that it appears ſo formidable to 
me. They feel its comfortable influence, and good reaſon 
hey have to cry out, It is no wiſe formidable, but on. the 
contrary, very agreeable, very much ſuited to our wifhes. 


ei hot ſays the noble Lord, this is not a time to think of pleas 
e. of reformation in the ſtate, you will weaken the hands of 
WY adininiſtration, you will ſtop the wheels of government. This 
language goes abroad among ignorant and weak people, and 
s they are deluded by the found without examining the ſenſe. 
, what is government, but the execution of the laws of 
dc country, the preſerving the conſtitution inviolate, for the 
I sood of the community. By public œconomy, we mean not 
m0 weaken, but to ſtrengthen the hands of the crown, not to 
= impede, but to facilitate the movements of the wheels of 
a 


government, We wiſh indeed to take away that greaſe from 
them, which is exacted from the marrow of the people, while 


UB they are driving on in a wild career of folly and madneſs that 
4 mult inevitably terminate at leaſt in deſtruction; but we 
cc. 


will reſtore it to ſoften and ſmooth their hinges, whenever 
nc they ſhall be entruſted to hands that will guide them in the 
paths that lead to glory and peace. It is a ſtorm, ſays the 
miniſter of the day; all hands to work! but remember that 
Land my adherents are the ſhip ; don't meddle with us, for 
ff you remove us from the helm, down ſinks the ſhip. Sir, 


that ſeek to eſtabliſh my fortune on the ruins of the = 
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hon, is not, in the opinion of ſome gentlemen, any wiſe ex- 


I am not one of thoſe who love to fiſh in muddy waters, ot 


— . — — — — — — — — .: ð — _ — — — 
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Lord Necth. Lord North denied he had ſaid it was a new motion, i e! 
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The noble Lord talk of gentlemen envying and hating pl; 
men penſioners, becauſe hey want places and penſions to the 
ſelves. But what place will the noble Lord give me thy 
will accept? I know that ſpeeches in Parliament have [if 
weight if profeſſions are belied by public or private conduf 
But I appeal to my public and private life for the fincerity, 
my ſentiments, when I declare that I believe, that pulj 
ceconomy, and that only, will retard the ſtate of this do 
falling nation. The arguments of the noble Lord appear. 
me to be ſo abſurd, that they are unworthy of him. 
is not Parliamentary debate, this is not reaſoning we h 
now got into. Miniſtry flatly deny that white is white, 
that black is black, and we as flatly affirm it. Matters 
now, as is ſaid in the language of hoſtility, at iſſue, þ 
tween us. But whatever that iſſue may be, my conſcien 
bears me witneſs, that I neither wiſh to be rewarded for ti 
ing any ſhare in the ſalvage; nor participate in the vm 
of the ſtate, I only wiſh to ſee the veſſel failing naily a 
pleaſantly, as in former times, and bound to friendly a 
:propitious havens. 


fiſting upon it, that he had only quoted Sir George Sar 
words, and that he had ſaid no more, than that the mot 
'was an unuſual one. 

Mr. Dunning avowed his declaration, and affirmed thatt 
miniſter had ſaid the motion was new, 

Sir George Savile, in the ſtrongeſt terms of diſguſt, 1 
appearance of indignation, reproved the noble Lord for | 
difingenuous manner in which he had acted, for, though 
might have ſaid the motion was new, as the noble Lord kr 
otherwite, he ought to have ſet him right, and not have i" 
his words, making them his own, and building ſuch a ſu 
ſtructure of exultation upon them, With reſpect toll r th 
penſion lift, the honourable Baronet admitted, that he 6 T 
not know what penſioners he and the Houſe, which 8 he 
equally intereſted with him in the matter, ſhould think oy 
to be ſtruck off, till the liſt called for ſhould be produd 
But, whatever the penſion liſt might term it, ſuch a chan 
ter of it had gone forth, that it was become neceſfary! 
miniſters ſhould produce it for their own ſakes. When HMre 2 
ſhould be done, the worthy Baronet ſaid he would run 
noſe into every article of it, and ſuch unmerited penfiow 
he could ſcent out, he certainly would endeayour to * 
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Lord North roſe again tb diſavow that he had ſaid the mo- Lord North. 
on was nw; indeed he could not have ſaid ſo; for he knew 

che contrary : tho' it was new, tho? there were precedents.— 

dme gentlemen being perceived to laugh, the miniſter 

ory, and with great warmth faid, it did not hurt him, but 

ly ſhewed the ſelf-ſufficiency of others, 

Mr. Dunning replied, that if he was intended for the ho- Mr. Dur- 
pur of coming in for a ſhare of the noble Lord's obſervation, ning. 

> was free to own there were moments when he might not, 

rhaps, be able to command his muſcles, As to the motion, 
conſidered it as the moſt important that ever came before 

ze Houſe, and he would therefore prove that it was | 

prted, not only by reaſon and juſtice, but by precedent. In 

rſuance of which, the Clerk of the Houſe read one of the 

th of Anne, 1710; and a motion ſimilar to Sir George 

wile's was then agreed to. . | 

Col. Barre inſtanced another precedent of the 18th Dec. Col. Barre, 
703; which being read, a like motion was then agreed to, 

nd the then Paymaſter General, Sir Stephen Fox, being 

ought to the bar, was ordered home with three members of 

ze Houſe who had charge of him, to fetch his accounts, and 

as compelled to give the names of all the Members of Par- 

ament that had penfions given them. 928 

Another precedent was alſo read, on the motion of Mr. 

homas Townſhend, dated the 7th of Nov. 17503 _ 

Mr. Byng called upon the miniſter to get up and declare Mr. Byng. 
ke an honeſt man, if there were not penſions paid beſides 

hoſe received at the office of the Paymaſter General, or the 
xchequer ; for he had very good information, that divers 

dembers of Parliament, of both Houſes, at the end of every 

ſhon, received penſions; that a liſt was privately made out | 
dr that purpoſe, and burnt the inſtant after the penſions were 

aid according to it, | 

The Lord Auvocate of Scotland was for rejecting the motion The Lord 

3 too, There was no part of it fit to be complied with; and ge of 
the oppoſition knew any penſioners unworthy their pen- 

ons, why did they not point them out? The honourable and 

arned gentleman did not, in his conſcience, believe there 1 
ere any members of Parliament that received part of the 
ght and forty thouſand pounds. He was of Opinion that the 
jotion ought not to be agreed to, becauſe to leſſen the pen- 

on iſt more than it was at preſent, was ngt 3 the 

dopoſitions for a general reform of the public expenditure ; 

d he verily believed, if che petitioners could be brought to 

Vor. XVII. . the 


r 


= 


Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke ſaid, it was not in the power of any languylff 


Mr. Gord 


ricke, 


Mr. Fox. 


. cious and pertinent obſervations, and went fully into a jul 


Mr, Themes Mr. Thomas Townſhend ſpoke in ſupport of the quefſtia 
Tecorſpend. and ridiculed the pretext ſet up by the Miniſter, tha 
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the bar of the Houſe, they would one and alld eclare th 
did not wiſh. any enquiry at all into the liſt of penſions, 


he was maſter of, to thank the noble Lord [Lord North] N 
the effuſion of compliments he had poured upon the plan 
had ſubmitted to the Houſe. * noble 1 admired} 
igiouſly, it had riveted his panegyric, but when x 
oy ee under a 4 — noble Lord him 
was the firſt to condemn it. He liked the whole of the pi 
poſitions, but when they were divided, he was ſure to cl 
demn them. The honourable gentleman was ſevere on 
noble Lord's account of the exchequer penſions, telling 
Houſe they were ſalaries, inſtead of penſions, thou 1 a 
proof whatever was given that they were not ſalaries, and 
to the miniſter's pretended delicacy, on account of this | 
and that lady, the honourable gentleman believed there 
no Lady Betty, nor Lady Jane, that would care a fig fort 
miniſter's expoſing their names, if the penſion were to! 
continued. 
Mr. Goodricke ſupported the motion, with ſome very ju 


fication of the petitions, and the motives of the petitionen 


would be meddling with the civil liſt. The honourable mir 
ber alſo opened a new matter reſpecting the 44 per cent, Marr 
the Weſt India ceded iſlands: and attacked the miniſter ve 
ſeverely, for ſuffering the penſions of the Duke of Gloucek 
and Lord Chatham, which had been paid out of thoſe duti 
to be negleAed, becauſe thoſe duties no longer continued, ab 


Lord Nerth. Lord North replied on the ſubject. one 


Mr. Fax followed Mr. Townſhend, in arraigning the c 
duct of the miniſter reſpecting the Duke of Gloucefter wo 
Lord Chatham, whoſe penſions were now ſeven years in een 
rears, With regard to the queſtion, he agreed with his leam 
friend before him [Mr. Dunning] that it was the moſt nlp nur 
portant that could be brought before the Houſe. The gr. 
nourable gentleman ſeverely reprobated the aſſertionof anom 
learned gentleman [ the Lord Advocate] that the petition ein 
If at the bar, would diſapprove of the motion; an aflerti 
which was monſtrous and prepoſterous, and too groſs for fa 
one to uſe, but the perſon who had uſed it; becauſe, ! 
ſtrike off all unneceſſary and unmerited penſions, * 

. ta 


15 
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aly going directly to the two objects of the petition, which 
re, a reduction of the public expences, and a decreaſe of 
> influence of the crown, 

The honourable gentleman, in terms the moſt poignant 
d expreſlive, diſplayed in a thouſand different 2 the 
cagenuous conduct of the miniſter in adopting Sir George 
Wvilc's expreſſion, and taking it upon himſelf, declaring to 
e Houſe, over and over again, that the motion ought to be 
jected, becauſe it was a new one, though he knew at the 


I 

zee time, that it was not a new one, and there were prece- 
a nts for it. The noble Lord, ſaid the honourable member, 
nd akes his head, but he would appeal to the Houſe for the 


th of what he had ſaid, and for the pitiful ſubterfuge of 
e noble Lord, when detected of ſheltering himſelf under 
e word unuſual. If the oppoſition had been guilty of ſuch 
meanneſs, ſuch a baſeneſs, they would never have heard the 
ſ of it. N 

He next adverted to the miniſter's fixing the motion to the 
nſions paid at the exchequer, and by the paymaſter gene- 
l, as if he did not know there were other penſions the 
duſe wanted to get at. As to pretending it was indelicate 
d give the 3 liſt, it was to the laſt degree ridiculous, 
dr the penſion lift of Ireland was every year given. A 
arned gentleman too [Lord advocate] had called upon the 
ppoſition, to name the perſon they ſuſpected undeſerving 

e penſion he received, and was determined to keep 
ack the penſion liſt, which was the only thing that could 
nable them to do it, and as all great things were only to be 
one by detail, it was prepoſterous for the noble Lord to re- 
eject this and that branch of the intended reform, becauſe 
would not make any great _— to the public. Yet it had 
een ſaid, that a total abolition of the penſion liſt would fave 
be people but 48,0001. as if a number of ſuch ſavings, and 
number of them might be made, would not make up in the 
ggregate a very great ſum total. 

With regard to the denying the penſion liſt, becauſe it would 
de interfering with the civil allowance given to the King, the 
lonourable gentleman was of opinion it ought to be exploded 
is falacious and falſe, for though the money was given for 
he uſe of the crown, the Houſe were competent to ſee if it 
vas properly expended, The King had his prerogative, and 
et no one would ſay he might not abuſe it, or that the Houſe 
ould not, on a ſuſpicion of it, enquire into the fat, It 
Was now incombent on the miniſter to produce the lift called 
TH for, 
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for, for he challenged him to find any fix members of 
Houſe that would get up and declare his belief that the pe 
fion lift was not abuſed, or that perſons were not hired 
attacking the conſtitution, and vilifying its beſt friends; th 
all the abuſes were not to be laid to the charge of the pref 
miniſter he would allow, but the noble Lord had ſo refn 
upon them as to have made them almoſt his own. 
Some well- directed ſtrictures were then applied by t 
honourable gentleman to the penſions, or ſalaries paid att 
exchequer to the commiſhoners of the police in Scotland, 
ſaid it now coſt the nation as much to keep the Scotch in gu 
humour, as it had to ſuppreſs the late rebellion. The 
nourable gentleman here entering into the nature of thatn 
bellion, denied it had failed, as was the language ſo famili 
with many. It had, indeed, failed on the part of the Pn 
tender; but his adherents had gained their point; they! 
got an influence here by the event, and from time to tin 
improved it, he feared, to the utter deſtruction of the Brit 
empire. The honourable gentleman then touched upon An 
rica, and ſaid, it had coſt the public ten thouſand times me 
to loſe America, than it had to get it, He called upont 
miniſterin the moſt preſſing manner, to give the people ſatisfx 
tion, for they believed the majority of the Houſe to be und 
the influence of the crown, and he entreated the memben 
do their duty, and enforce juſtice, to conſider who they w me 
and from whence they came, for that the people made the 
and would certainly unmake them when they found they cou 
no longer confide in them. 
The honourable gentleman, with ſome pleaſantry, andi 
eat deal of ſatire, adverted to the ſpeech made by 
zmelt, at York, and vindicated him 87% the ſuſpiciond 
being a bad man. The honourable gentleman underſto 
and believed him to be a good character; but he had leſs p 
dence than ſome men. He came to the York meeting v 
with the prerogative of the crown, and he could not help betiiſ 
ing thoſe ſentiments of loyalty he always heard amongſt thik 
he aſſociated with. He excuſed him from having any great 
diſlike to the liberties of the people than other creatures 
the court; all that coyld be ſaid was, that he had been 
enough to diſcloſe what others were prudent enough to ki 
to themſelves, With reſpect to the influence of the cron 
the people, he knew, would have it leſſened, however! 
might be reſiſted ; and, for his part, he was of opinion 
ought to be entirely deſtroyed, * | 
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it, with infinite ingenuity and humour, the chareſteri- 
catility of the miniſter, In the courſe of the preſent 


ord was fo adroit at this kind of tergiverſation, that 
was no one, however watchful, that would not be foiled 
ecting him. The petitions, for inſtance, his Lorſhip 


s, though they decried theſe petitions as libellous. 
Mr. Burke's plan, he gave the whole of it his ſincere 
Wbation ; but there was no part of it he did not in reality 


deace was upon the point of being made with America, 


g but war was meant? 

e learned gentleman [the Lord Advocate] had declared 
th time every gentleman ſpoke out, and the honourable: 
man wiſhed he himſelf had done it, and plainly. told the 
what the miniſters really intended. If any thing of his 
dn could be collected, it was that the petitions tended 
vert the conſtitution, which was as much as to ſay, that 
inſtitution was corruption, for the petitions only prayed 
moving abuſes. But no ſooner were petitions preſented 


ry-was raiſed, and the conſtitution was ſaid to be in 
r, as if penſions. and ſinecure places were actually the. 
tution, This, the honourable gentleman pronounced 
anable doctrine; it was an hypotheſis that was not 
and he truſted the conſtitution of his country would 
found to ſtand upon ſuch a baſis of mud and dirt, 

e honourable gentleman further juſtified the petitioner 
awing an analogy between the ſtate and an individual. 
petitioner, he ſaid, came to government, and argued 
You are engaged in a heavy and expenſive law-ſvit, 


0 defray the expences of it, and go through it with 

Upon the whole, he inſiſted upon ir, that miniſters 
bound to give the penſion lift, otherwiſe they were in- 
g the people of England, and had acted ridiculouſly in 


ag up their petitions. | 


of 


e honourable gentleman next indulged himſelf in poĩnt- 


he had ſaid and unſaid a hundred times: ſometimes . 
Wotion was new, and ſometimes it was unuſual : the no- 


ed of gras A but he liked the proteſts never- 


t from, Who, too, was there in the Houſe, that had | 
ftentimes been led to think, from the noble Lord's words, 


h after the debate ended, they preſently underſtood that 


joliſhing penſions and ſinecure places, than ftrait a hue 


e beſeech you to make every ſaving you can, to enable | . 


Attorney General, in a ſpeech of great profeſſional in- The 
> Oppoſed the motion, though there were many parts ney General. 


14¹ 


Attor - 


| _——— 
fer and Mr. 
Anbrey. 


U 
: 
N 
N 


% 


from the right honourable gentleman, but hoped they 


Cel. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid it was falſe. 


— Dempfter, and Sir J. Griffin Griffin, and the matter termi 


Sam. Whitbread, Bedford 
town. | 
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of Mr. Burke's plan which met his ideas, and had hj 
tion. 
Mr. Dempſter and Mr. Aubrey, each of them ſpoke i 
fence of the motion. | 
Col. Barre remarked, that not one Engliſhman had d 
to ſtand up in the courſe of the whole day, to ſupport 
miniſter, and ſeverely attacked the Attorney General, 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, for the part they had taken, 
one of which enjoyed finecure places in Scotland, an 
other was looking up to the firſt fituation in the law dt 
ment in this country. 
Mr. Wedderburne felt himſelf much hurt at what had 


humour of the Houſe would excuſe it, as it was the! 
ſtant cuſtom of the right honourable gentleman to be 
nal againſt him, whenever he found himſelf diſpoſed to f 


The Houſe was inſtantly thrown into a general 
which prevented the Attorney General from ſpeaking, 
roſe with great apparent anger. The Speaker, ho! 
interfered, for the purpoſe of preventing any ill conſequa 
and was affifted in it hy Lord Nugent, Mr. ſoliff, 


Colonel Barr&s declaration, that in what he had fail 
meant nothing perſonal againſt the Attorney Genen 

At half an hour paſt' one o'clock the Houſe divided 
Lord North's amendments, and they were agreed to 
majority of two votes only, there being for the amendm 
x88, and againſt them, 186. 
Upon which the motion in its amended ftate was agu 
without a diviſion. 


The following is a Correct Lift of the Diviſion: 


For Lord North's Amendmn. 


fy, do. 


"I 


L. North's Amendment. For Lord Norfli's Amendment, 


Berkſhire. 
Elwes, Ber kſhire. 
V. Hartley, do. : 
Anneſley, Reading. ohn Dodd, Reading. 


| ohn Mayor, Abingdon. 
Aug. Keppel, Windſor. 
Buckinghamſhire. 
Verney, Bucks. 
nas Grenville, do. 
; Grenville, Bucking- 
m town, 
Waller, Wycombe. | / 
brey, Ayleſbury. Anth. Bacon, Ayleſbury, Contractor. 
Sir J. BorlaſeWarren, low, maſter and 
commander. T 
H. Drummond, Wendover, gold contractor. 
Thomas Dummer, do. ä 
Drake, Agmondeſham. 
m Drake, jun. do. 
| Cambridgeſhire. | 
Sir ]. Hynde Cotton, Cambridgeſhire. 
Sir Sampſon Gideon, do. brother-in-law 
to the paymaſter of penſions. 
|  Soame Jenyns, Camb. town, lord of trade. 
rofts, Cambridge Univ. 
ilbraham Bootle, Cheſter, 
Cornwall, 
Lemon, Cornwall. 
Elliot, do. | t 
jel Salt, Leſkeard, Edward Gibbon, Leſkeard, lord of trade. 
Lord Fairford, Leſtwithiel, ſon to Lord 
Hillſborough, ſecretary of ſtate. 
Thomas Potter, do. a Welſh judge. ; 
Bamber Gaſcoyne, Truro, a lord of the 
admiralty, 
ge Aunt, Bodmin, Sir James Laroch, Bodmin. 


p Yorke, Helſtone. 
Fr, C. Cuſt, counſel to the admiralty... 
Sir Grey Cooper, Saltaſh, ſecretary to the * 


treaſury, 
Henry Strachey, do. clerk. of deliveries © 


the ordnance. 


John 


*. 
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Againſt Ld. North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 
John Buller, Eaſt Loe, a lord of the a 
ralty, auditor of Cornwall, and a 
troller of the mint. 
William Greaves, do. maſter in chang 
Richard Aldworth Neville, Grampon 
Sir Ralph Payne, Camelford, clerk offi 
green cloth. | 
Sir George Oſborne, Penryn, gra 
the bed-chamber, and major of t 
regiment of foot guards. 
John Chaytor, do. contractor, and bro 
in-law to Mr. ſecretary Robinſon, 
Hon. Charles Stuart, Boſſiney, lieu: 
in the army and ſon, to the Earl of þ 


— 
: 


: 


Philip Dehaney, St. Ives. 
Philip Raſhleigh, Fowey. Lord Shuldham, Fowey, comman 
| Plymouth. 
| Benjamin Langlois, St. Germain's, | 
keeper to the ordnance office, and 
ſecretary to Lord Stormont, 
James Peachey, do. ſon to Sir | 
Peachey, a groom of the bed-chan 
Franeis Hales, St. Michael, nephey! 
paymaſter of the forces. 
John Stevenſon, do. contractor. 
Richard Bull, Newport. 
* Frederick, do. 
arl Nugent, St. Maws, vice treaſar 
Ireland. 
Hugh Boſcawen, do. ſon to Lord Faln 
captain yeoman of the guards. 
2 Cumberland. 
Sir J. Lowther, Cumberland. | 
W.Spen.Stanhope, Carliſle. Anthony Story, Carliſle. 


James Adair, Cockermouth, 4 
| erbyſhire. | 
Lord G. Cavendiſh, Der- Hon. Nathaniel Curzon, Derby! 
byſhire. | to Lord Scarſdale. 
Lord Frederick Cavendiſh, | 
Derby town. 


D. Parker Coke, Derby town. 
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inſt Lord North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 
Devonſhire. 

In Parker, Devonſhire, 

Rolle, do. 

bt, Palke, Aſhburton, 


hard Hopkins, Dartmouth. 
Minchin, Oakhampton. Richard Vernon, Oakhampton, clerk of 
the green cloth. 
Geo, Yonge, Honiton, Lawrence Cox, Honiton, 
, Lord Lewiſham, Plymouth, ſon to Lord 
Dartmouth, lord privy ſeal. 
Sir Charles Hardy, do. governor of Green- 
wich hoſpital, &c, 
Hon, George Hobart, Beeralſton, brother 
to Lord Bucks, lord lieut. of Ireland. 
Sir F. Drake, do. maſter of the houſehold 
ohn Durand, Plympton, contractor 
Jennings Clerke, Tot - James Amyatt, Totneſs, miniſterial can- 
didate for the Eaſt-India direction. 
n. R. Fitzpatrick, Tavi- R. Hon. Richard Rigby, Taviſtock, pay- 
ock. maſter of the forces. 
Charles Warwick Bamp- John Baring, — 


yide, Exeter. 

Dorſet rſet ire. 
aphry Sturt, Dorſetſhire. 
n. Ewer, Dorcheſter. 


Hon. Henry Fane, Lyme, ſurveyor of 
the King's private roads. 

Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, Weymouth and 
Melcombe Regis, treaſurer of the Navy. 
| - Gab. Stewart, do. paymaſterof the marines. 

orge Rous, Shafteſbury. 

ChriſtopherD' Oyley, Warcham, commiſ- 
ſary of the muſters. 

John Jenkinſon, Corſe Cn entleman 

| uſher of the Pegg mos — 

and brother to Mr. Charles Jen 

hua Mauger, Poole. ohn Bond, Corfe Caſtle. 

Tho. Clavering, Dur- ir * Eden, Durham, brother to W. 

am county. . Eden. 

n 2 Durham city. - . 


0 Lambton, di 1%. 2.4 JE 


George Savile, Yorkſhire, .' | 
ol. XVII. U Edwin 
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Arainſt Lord Nerth's Amendment. For Lard Nerth' Amendment. 
Edwin Laſcelles, do. 

Wm. Baker, Aldborough. Hon. William Hanger, Aldborough, 
Sir 1 Pennyman, Beverley. 

Beilby Thompſon, Hey don. 

Ld. G. H. Cavendiſh, Knareſ- 


boroug h. , 
Savile Finch, Malton. 
William Weddell, do. 


D. Lafeclles, Northallerton. | 
Charles Melliſh, Pomfret, fon of W. Mg 


tw liſh,efq, receiver general of the cuſtu 
Earl T yrconnel, Scarborough, 


Thomas Frankland, Thi 

Charles Turner, York city. 

David Hartley, Hull. 2 | 
| a 


John Luther, Eſſex. T. B. Bramftone, Eſſex. 
| Hon. Rich, Savage Naſſau, Malden, e 
of the green cloth, | 
Joh Strutt, Malden. 
lon. George Aug, North, Harwich, 
K ſon baba miniſter, 
; . loucefler LO 
Sir William, Guiſe, Glou- 1 
ceſterſhire. 
C. Barrow, Glouceſter city. George Aug. Selwyn, Gloucelier cin 
paymaſter of the board of works, fi 
veyor of the meltings, and clerk of 
| irons in the mint, and regiſter int 
OI court of chancery in the iiJand of Bu 
Sir William Codrington, badoes. 


3 

Tewkſbury. E 

James Martin, do. [ 
9 Ws Herefordſhive, | 

Six George Cornewall, Here- Right Hon. Thomas Harley, Here. 

fordſhirfe. ſhire, gold contract, army cloathing, 8 : 


Lord Viſcount Bateman, Leomiaft 
keeper of the dogs, | 
Frederirk Cornewall, do. couſin of C. N 
Cornewall. 1 
John St. Leger Douglas, Weokly 


Hertfordſhire. 


John Calvert, Hertford. 


inſt Lori North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 

\ Plumer, Hertfordſhire, 4 | 10 
Radcliffe, St. Albans, Sir Richard Sutton, St. Alban“, counſel 
to the ordnance, a penſion, and in high 
expectation of ſomething more. 


ä Hunting donſhire, 
Ludlow, Huntingdon- Lord — Huntingdonfhire, 
ire. ſon to the Earl of Sandwich, and vice 
chainherlain. 


Lord Mulgrave, Huntingdon, Lord of 
the admiralty, and captain of the 
Courageux, now at ſea, _. | 
Fn G. Wombwell, Huntingdon;contrator, 
ent. , * 


— 
2 


8 


1 


C. Marſham, Kent, 

Wt. Gregory, Rocheſter, | 

I Newhaven, Canterbury. | 

Sir Charles Frederick, Queenborough, 

ſurveyor of the ordnance, &c. 
| Bir Walter Rawlinſon. 

or, Mann, Maidſtone, Hon. Charles Finch, Maidſtone, brother 
to Lord Aylesford, a Lord of the bed+ 
chamber. ; 

L ancafhir Cs 

R. Cavendiſn, Lancaſter, 

corge Warren do, 

Houghton, ' Preſton. 

ral Burgoyne, do. 

Meredith, Liverpool. 


Pennant, do, ft 
Leiceſterſhire. 

Palmer, Laska | £0 

Hungerford, do. 

Darker, Leiceſter. . 

Lincolnſhire. 

. Thorold, Lincolnſhire, 

. Anderſon Pelham, do. 0 


Lumley, Lincoln. 1 
Sir George Howard, K. B. Stamford, a 
general, col. of the nine - troop regi 
and governor of Chelſea Hoſpital, 
. Sutton, Grantham, Peregrine Cuſt, Grantham 
Humphrey Sibthorpe, Boſton, 
ya Anderſon, Grimſby. 
| n U 2 Mid- 
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Againſt Lerd North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment, 
| | Middleſex. 
obo Wilkes, Middleſex, 
omas Wood, do, 
— Lord Malden, Weſtminſter, ſon to | 
Earl of Eſſex, another keeper of the dll 


| London. | 
John Sawbridge, London. 
* Monmouth. 
2 Morgan, Monmouthſhire, 
ir Jon Stepney, Monmouth, enyoy 
reſden. 
; Norfolk, 
Sir Edw. Aſtley, Norfolk. 
Thomas Wenman Coke, do, | 
Criſp. Molineux, Lynn. 
Hon. R. Walpole, Yarmouth. Right Hon. Cha. Townſhend, Yarmoul 
. vice-treaſurer of Ireland. | 
Hon. Charles Fitzroy, Thetford, vi 
chamberlain to the queen, and cola 
of a regiment of dragoons. | 
John Talbot, Caſtle-Riſing, nephey 
Earl Talbot, and ſon-in-law to Li 
Hillſborough. 
Robert Mackreth, de. 
Sir Harbord Harbord, Nor- Edward Bacon, Norwich, chairman « 
| wich, privileges and elections. 
| Northamptonſhire, 
T. Powys, Northamptonſhire, 
Lucy Knightly, do, 
R. Benyon, — TY Matthew Wyldbore, Peterborough, 
Hon. Wilbraham Tolle- 


S2 


mache, Northampton. 
Timothy Caſwall, Brackley, deputy pi 
waſter, and a penſion. er 
William Egerton, do. yeoman clerk d a 
the jewel- office, and lieutenant goverii 
of the Scilly Iſlands. 
F. Montagu, Higham Ferrers, 
Northumberland. 
Bir William Middleton, Nor- Lord Algernon Percy, Northumberland 
thumberland, ſon to the maſter of the horſe. 


Peter Delme, Morpeth, brother-in-law 
Lord Carliſle, firſt lord of trade. 


4 J. V. 


Lord Norths Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 
J. W. Egerton, do. major of a regiment 
atthew White Ridley, [new raiſed... 
ewcaſtle, | 
> Wilkinſon, Berwick. 
17 Nottinghamſhire, 
Edward Bentinck, Not- 
| dghamſhire, 
les Meadows, do, 
rt Smith, Nottingham, 
ecil Wray, Retford. 
ge Suttop, Newark, 
Oxfordſhire. | 
illiam Eden, Woodſtock, a lord of trade, 
auditor of Greenwich Hoſpital, one pen 
fion for himſelf, another for his wife. 
Lord Parker, do. 
Lord North, Banbury. ; 
George Bridges Brudenell, Rutlandſhire, - - 
clerk of the green cloth. 
Shy ir E. : 
es Baldwin, Shropſhire. 
Iteney, Shrewſbury. 


Pigot, Bridgnorth, 


S, 


Lord Clive, Ludlow. 
Alexander Wedderburne, Biſhop's caſtle, at- 


to neral. 
William Clive, do. 
Somerſetſhire. 
Coxe, Somerſetſhire. 
d Phelips, ditto, 
Popham, Taundton. James Halliday, Taunton, contractor. | 
Nathaniel Webb, ditto, got a good place 
. for his ſon in the cuſtom houle. 
emple Luttrell, Mil- Charles Wolſeley, Milbourne port, captain 
e port. in the navy. 
nt Tudway, Wells. 
une Poulet, Bridge- 
2 
un Allen, ditto, ay 
Sir John Sebright, Bath, colonel of a regi- 
ment of foot, and a place in the Weſt 
Indies. 
Abel Moyſey, ditto, a Welſh judge. Wh 
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Hai £8. North's Amendment. For Ld. North's Amendment, 
H. F. Lutttell, Minehead. 
Thamas Powna!l, ditto, 

Edmund Burke, Briſtol. 
Southampton. 
Jerv. Clarke [ervoiſe, Hants. 


Henry Penton, Wincheſter, a lord of 
admiralty and penny poſt. 
Lovell Stanhope, ditto, a penfion, 
Sir William Gordon, Portſmouth. 
Hon. Robert Monckton, ditto, colonelt 
regiment of foot, and governor of f 
mouth. R 
Hans Sloane, Newport, Deputy coffe Wi 
the King. | 
Right Hon. Sir Richard Worſley, New 
governor of the Iſle of Wight, and ca 
troller of the houſhold. | 


Rob. Kingſtmilt, Yarmouth, James Worſley, Yarmouth 
| Charles Ambler, Newton, ſollicitor WW; 
| =] 


| neral to the Queen. 

Fd. Morant, Lymington. | 

Henry Goodricke, ditto. ©. 

Lord Hyde, Chriſtchurch, fon to Lord( 
rendon, chancellor of the duchy of 
caſter. 

James Harris, ditto, ſecretary to the 

Sir J. Griffin Griffin, An- 
dover. | 

Benj. Letheuilier, ditto. 

Ld. Viſc. Midleton, Whit- 
church. i Pol 

Sis Abr. Hume, Petersfield. 

Lord Irnham, Stockbridge. 

Hen. James Luttrell, do. 

J. Fleming, Southampton. John Fuller, Southampton. 
| Staſforaſhire. 


Sir J. Wrotteſley, Stafford- Richard Whitworth, Stafford. 


ſhire. 

Thomas De Grey, Tamworth, 2 lord 
trade, ſecretary to Lord Geo. Gem 
and comptroller of the firſt fruits 
tenths. 

Anthony Chamier, ditto, under ſecrf 
of ſtate. 
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4 Lord North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment, © 
Ld. Trentham, Newcaſtle, fon Earl Gower, 


ge Anſon, Litchfield. 

nas Gilbert, ditto. 

Suffolk, 

and Holt, Suffolk. 
nas Staunton, Ipſwich. William Wollaſton, Ipſwich. 7 

WS. Vanneck, Duawich. Barne Barne, Dunwich 

Lord Beauchamp, Orford, cofferer of the 
houſhold, and fon to the Earl of Hertford 

Hon. Robert Seymour Conway, ditto, cap- 
tain in the guards, and ſon to the Earl 
of Hertford, 

Martin Fonnereau, Aldborough. 

Richard Combe, ditto. 

Richard Burton Philipſon, Eyre, colonel of A 
regiment of dragoons. 

Hon. John St. John, ditto, ſurveyor general 
of the crown lands. 

arles Davers, Bury. 

Hon. Henry Seymour 

way, ditto. 


Mawbey, Surrey. 
Scawen, ditto. 


Surrey. 


William Adam, Gatton. 

Sir Meyrick Burrell, Haſhemere, contractor. 
Peter Burrell, ditto, his wife created a peereſs. 
Sir C. Cocks, Ryegate, clerk of the ordnance. 
rt Clayton, Bletch- George Onſlow, Guildford, out-ranger of 


Wnidſor park. 
bolkill, Southwark. 
Suſſex, 
_ Wallace, Horſham, uit # 

on. Henry Seymour Conway, Midhurſt, 
clerk of the hanaper in Ireland, conſtable 
of Dublin caſtle, and ſon to the Egcl of 
Hertford, lord chamberlain. 

Thoroton, Bramber. 


John Ord, Midhurſt chairman of: n 2 
means, maſter i in chancery, and attorney 
general of the duchy court of Lancaſter- 

Lord Geor 22 Grinſtead, ſecretary 
of ſtate for the colonies, and tlerk- of the 


council of Ireland. (297 
Filmer 
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gout — r. Amendment. For Lord North's A. 

Fi onywood, Steyn 

ou Ed. Freeman, — 

Sir Thomas Miller, Lewes. 8 
mas Hay, ditto. | 

Hon. W. Keppel, Chicheſter. 


Warwickſhire, 
Sir T. Skipwith, Warwick- = 
- "hire. Hon. C. Greville, Warwick, lord of of 
Hon. _—_ Greville, ditto, lieutenul 


F 

, 

' 

Edward Roe Yeo, Coventry. | 
5 
7; 
, 


A. 


2 


8 
% 
a 
1 
* 


| 


John Baker Holroyd, ditto, comman 
a regiment new raiſed. 
Heſimo: cland. n 
Sir Michael le Fleming, 
Weſtmoreland. 
=_ — . 
ilip Hon A - 
1 n Worceſterſhire. 
Hon. Edward Foley, Wor- 
ceſterſhire. 
William Lygon, ditto. 
Thomas Bates Rous, Wor- 
ceſter. 


Sir J. Ruſhout, Eveſham. 


— 


Lord Weſtcote, Bewdly, lord of the 


ſu 

Wh ir fo 
C. Penruddock, Wiltſhire. 
Ambroſe Goddard, ditto. 
Hon. W. Hen. Bouverie, 


— — 
ala Hulley, ditto. 
Charles Garth, Devizes. 


"_ ames Brudenell, Marlborough. 
robes, and keeper of the pri 


John Dunn Barre, ing, Calve. 
Hon. C. J. Fox, Malmfbury. William Strahan, Matmſbury ry, ing 1. 

2 ditto, agent t to the 
Henry Dawkins, Hindon. — Macdonald, king) 


W. &'Court Abbe, Heyteſ Hen W. Gl Heyteſbury, cold 
bury regiment, and groom of the bed 
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in Lord North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 

uel Eſtw ick, Weſtbury. Hon. Francis Wenman, Weſtburx. 
. Scott, Wotton Baſſet. Hon. Henry St. John, Wotton Baſſett, co- 


lonel of a regiment of foot, and toe of 
the bedchamber. 


dGeorge Gordon, Lug- 


erſhall, 
Charles Herbert, Wilton, groom of the bed- 


chamber. 
Sir Philip Hales, Downton, ditto. 
| Robert Shaftoe, ditto. 
| Methuen, Bedwin. Lord Cranborne, Bedwin, ſon-in-law to Ld. 
Hillſborough, ſecretary of ſtate. 
Ci inque Ports. 
Trevannion, Dover. v He nnicker, Dover, contractor. 
ight Hon. C. Jenkinſon, Haſtings, ſecre- 

hen at war, clerk of the pells in Ireland, 
and a place in reverſion. 
Sir Charles Farnaby, Hythe. 
Sir Edward Dering, Romney. 
Hon. T. Onſlow, Rye, fon to Lord 00 

treaſurer of the houſhold and penſion. 
William Dickenſon, ditto. 
&rles Brett, Sandwich. Philip Stevens, Sandwich, ſecretary of tlie 
| admiralty. 

roe Medley, Seaford. m_ Gage, Seaford, paymaſter of the pen- 

ions. 

Nedham, Winchelſea. Charles Wolfran Cornewall, Winchelſea, a 
lord of treaſury, and a penſion. 


% e Samoa CO e COL _ re 


Wales, 
d Bulkele Angleſea. 
Hugh W ki Beau- 


baris, ee oo 
| Charles Morgan, Breconſhire. 
Sir C. Goul ” Brecon, judge advocate. 
Earl of Liſburne, Cardigan, a lord of the 
admiralty. | 
Thomas Johnes; junior, Cardigan. 
John I Carmarthen. 


7 


Vaughan, Carm ar- 


enſhire. 

Aſheton Smith, Carnar- 
onſhire. 

i hag Carnarvon. / 
Moſtyn, Flintſhire. | 1 | 
ſol, XVII. | X G. Venableg 


3, . 
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Againſt Lord North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment, 
G. Venables Vernon, Gla- | 


_ + morganſhire. 

W. Moſtyn Owen, Mont- 
gomeryſhire. 

Evan Lloyd Vaughan, Me- . 


Whitſhed Keene, Montgomery, ſurvey» 
the board of works, and ſecretary to if 
lord chamberlain. * 

Hugh Owen, Pembroke, deputy to the 
ſurer of the houſhold. : 

Lord Kenſington, Haverfordweſt. 

Edward Lewis, New Radnor, packet-by 

| | Scotland, 

George Dempſter, St. An- 
drews, &c. 
| Adam Livingſtone, Argyllſhire, 

Earl of Fife, Bamfſhire, 

; Sir J. Patterſon, Berwickſhire, ; 

Adam Drummond, Brechin, &c. conti 

Sir Archibald Edmonſtone, Dunbartoniui 

Henry Dundas, Edinburgſhire, lord a 
cate of Scotland, and clerk of the fig 

Lord W. Gordon, Eglinſhire, deputy 
ger of the parks. — 

Staates Long Morris, Elgin, &c. colond 
a regiment of foot. | 

gon enderſon, Fifeſhire. 

Earl of Panmure, Forfarſhire, colonel « 
regiment of 3. 

William Niſbett, ingtonſhire, 

Hon. Simon Fraſer, Inverneſsſhire, col 
of a regiment, with two battalions. 

Lord Adam Gordon, Kincardenſhire, c 
nel of a regiment of foot, and gore 
of Tinmouth caſtle, 


28 dus. — of m 
ir iam Au ghame, 
lithgowſhire, clerk of the green cloth 
ohn pbell, Nairnſhire. | 
ir J. Cockburne, Peebles, &c. contra 
and his lady a penſion, 


John Jahnſtone, Kinghorne. 


- 
F bad . 4 1 =. A 
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oft Lord North's Amendment. For Lord North's Amendment. 
2 * J. Murray, Perthſhire, a regiment of 


OOt. 
Right Hon. James Stuart Mackenzie, Roſs- 
ſhire, keeper of the privy ſeal in Scot- 
land, brother to the Earl of Bute. 
Hon. Fred. Stuart, Rothſay, &c. ſon to the 
Ear 1 of Bute. | 


Lord Fred. Campbell, Glaſgow, &c. Lord 
regiſter of Scotland, and a fencible regi- 
ment. 

Hon. James Wemys, Sutherlandſhire, colo- 
nel of a fencible regiment. 


4 _— i. => 


Elliot, Roxburgſhire. 


Woe AS a!» fi". a PF 


Tellers. Tellers. 
Hon. T. Town- John Robinſon, Harwich, ſecretary to the 
ad, Whitchurch, treaſury. | | 


ge Byng Wigan. William ſoliffe, Petersfield. “ 


| Feb. 23. 

Cote brought up the ns. from the county of Nor- Mr. Cale. 
Mr. Bacon informed the Houſe that this was by no 
the petition of the county, as there had been a proteſt 
This produced a ſhort converſation, in which Mr. 
took occaſion to ſay that from his honour he believed 
tition to expreſs the general ſenſe of the county, and 
he proteſt, from the manner in which it was procured, 
he terms in which it was expreſſed, was an inſult on the 
He ſtated that there had been the moſt ſhameful 
ntion on the part of Miniſters towards the protection of 
omeſtic trade on the coaſt of Norfolk, He had received 
Er from a reſpectable merchant ſome time ago, inform- 

Im that there had been four veſſels taken whchin ht of 
aſt by a ſingle privateer with two guns; and that 


de vote that gave a negative to the laying beiore the Houſe of 
om the liſt of penfions, is the beſt apology for an apparent 
in not giving to many other gentlemen the honourable re- 
due to their merit ; their ly could be the only ground 
F concealment of ſuch merit and ſuch rewards: at the ſame time 
de acknowledged that the law forbidding a Member of the 
of Commons to receive a penſion during pleaſure, was better 
ted for other days than the preſent; and no terms harſh 
i can be beſtowed on thoſe abſurd men who voted for the 
ty, and who entertain thoſe idle, vain notions of marki 
lletion and duty to their country, in preference to the at- 
nt of more ſolid adyantages to themſelves. 


X 2 though 
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* though he had informed the Admiralty of this circumſtaꝶ 


there had been no notice taken of his letter, nor means u 
for the defence of the trade. In conſequence of this letter 
had, with his honourable. colleague, applied to the Secret 
of the Board, but though they had been treated with the 
moſt politenefs, the Board had not yet provided againſt th 

* depredations. Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Bamber Gaſco 

fpoke in anſwer to this, and made ſome explanations will 

reſpect to the conduct of the Admiralty. Sir Edward Ak 

. _ .  alfo ſpoke on the occaſion. * Ha 

" M:.Burke, Mr. Burke introduced his bill for a general reform ini 

public economy, and moved that it ſhould be read for! 
firſt tume, It accordingly was fo, and he mentioned Tuel 
next as a proper day for reading it a ſecond time, and heh 
ged the noble Lord in the blue ribbon to inform the Ha 

; whether ar not he intended to oppoſe it on that day. 

Lord North, Lord North ſaid, that he did not yet know whether 
would appoſe it or not. It was a bill of the utmoſt im 
tance, and it required time and leiſure to ſtudy and detem 
on its propriety, Tueſday, therefore, he thought was 

ceearly a day for entering on the confideration of it. * 

Mr. "Burke, Mr. Burke obſerved, that in a moment when the mind 

men were held in ſuſpenſe, and when the nation was lod 

with anxiety and ſuſpiciofi to the conduct of Parliament 

ie ſubject, of their petitions, delay would be exceedi 
langerous, and what ought to be ſtudtoufly aboided Jy; 
not with tb quarrel with the noble Lord for a day. The St 


- 


would ba printed, and in the hands of the members bd pri 
that time; and if it was agreeable to the Houſe, he! * 
move for Wedneſday —_—_—_—- 4 = 
Lord Noreb. Lord North ſtill perfifled the time was rather too f aft 


members had hardly any time for. ſtudy but Saturdy 

Sunday, and he would wiſh that it ſhould be adjourned 

the next week. _ __ TY 
Mr. Fox, Mr. Fox faid he could not conceive why the noble 
ſhould wiſh to have ſo much time, and ſo much delay 
buſineſs. The temper of the people was not at this m 
ſuch as would admit of ſubterfuge and put-off. Then * 
ſomething exceedingly ſuſpicious in the noble Lord's col 
His plea of ignorance was abſurd ; he had not indeed i 
all the parts of the bill; it was not poffible that he coul 
fo done; but the general principle was well known? 
and the ſubſequent detail was the buſineſs of the com 
Did not the noble Lord know whether or not he was to 
the principle of the bill, or when he was to oppoſeit 
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ent it would be very becoming in the noble Lord to de- 
This intentions; for he firmly believed that no member 
could poſſibly attend would be abſent on the day when 
ill was to be debated. The member who wilfully or 
gent] abſented himſelf on that day would pay very little 
d to his duty, and to the general voice and deſire of the 
le of England. | 
his Lordſhip would ſpeak out, and ſay whether or not, 
hen, he intended to debate the bill, members would 
> prepared, and the point would be fought with fairneſs. 
as it was, the Houſe muſt be upon its guard, and that 
might not be taken by ſurpriſe, muſt come prepared for 
dnſet on the firſt day. The noble Lord had alſo given 
W ſtrong reaſons for alarm, in his wiſh to put off the buſi- 
to a late day. What ſecurity could the people of Eng- 
have of the ſyſtem being adopted, if the Houſe permitted 
he ſupplies to be granted before the bill had paſſed? The 
ament might not be diffolved, but it was very poſſible 
it might be prorogued before the buſineſs was concluded; 
he looked upon this to be the reaſon why the Miniſter 
hed to poſtpone it. | 


le, and required but little time for deliberation. It con- 
I but of two parts, the firſt was, To curtail a variety of 
is and burthenſome offices in the King's civil lift; and 
departments of Government, in order to apply the ſa- 
to the conſtitutional ſervices of the State; and the ſecond, 
provide againſt the revenues voted for the maintenance of 
King, the proviſion of his family, and the eaſe, dignity, 
independence of his life, being diverted to the uſes of a 
iſter, and applied to the corrupting of Parliament. Theſe 
> the ſimple principles, eaſy to be underſtood, but whe- 
the meaſures and regulations propoſed, for the attainment- 
eſe ends were the best and propereſt for that purpoſe, 
> conſiderations for the committee in the paſſage of the 
WW; they would come, there to be debated on; and perhaps 
r ſuggeſtions might be made, which would be adopted in 
rence to thoſe in the bill, He had other matters which, 
night propoſe. to their conſideration. Perhaps a, better. 
od might be ſuggeſted of furniſhing the King's table, &c. 
ontract ; but all theſe conſiderations could not prevent 
noble Lord from deciding. in his own mind whether or, 
the principle of the bill ought to be oppoſed. 


we, bur th truth, and propriety of the principle couk 
7 I ; 18 Y, 


= 1 # # * 4 44% 


f. Burke aid that the principle of the bill was eaſy and Mr. Berta 


rd North Haid it was true the principle was plain in ap- Lort Neck. 


u.. . Mr. Powys begged leave to inform the Houſe, tha 
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only be aſcertained by an examination of the part, 
and this required time and ſtudy. 

The day fixed for the ſecond reading was agreed u 
E next. 


honourable colleague and he had been honoured with | 
inſtructions of their conſtituents, the freeholders of Nt 
amptonſhire, on the ſubje& of this bill; that is, on 
ſubject of a general reform in the public ceconomy, 
read their inſtructions to the Houſe; and having paidy 
high and juſt compliments to the county which he re 
ſented, he ſaid, he hoped that he would be enabled to 
port to them, at their next adjourned meeting, the meak 
which that Houſe had taken in compliance with the « 
mon voice and defire of the people. He truſted, that] 
liament would not venture to play with the feelings d 
diſtreſſed country, and by delays or neglect, add inſul 
injury. 
Sr Philip Jennings Clerke, informed the Houſe, that 
would bring in the contractors bill poſitively the next day, 
The order of the day being now about to be read, 
David Hartity ohjected to the accounts for the ordin 
and extraordinary of the navy being referred to the a 
mittee of ſupply, This was, he ſaid, the firſt committee 
ſupply that had occurred ſince the petitions of the count 
cities, and boroughs had been laid upon the table; and 
Houſe could not go into the votes to be called for, with 
outraging the unanimous voice of the people of England, 
acting in expreſs contradiction to their requeſts : for me! 
was now to be aſked for without eſtimate, and in groſs | 
fo unſpecified and vague, that they appeared to be actual 
tions. It would therefore, he thought, be neceſſary that af 
tion of ſome kind or another ſhould be made, by wit 
the Houſe might avoid the difficulty in they were involved, 
et not diſtreſs government, and weakea the ſervice, by 
ding the money which was actually neceſſary for the ſupf 
of the navy. The ſum to be demanded was 700,000. and 
and of this ſum there were ſeveral articles ſo general and u 
fined, that they left Parliament utterly in the dark, 
bore not the moſt diſtant reſemblance of an _— , 
ticularly one charge of 101,000. for repairs, without 
other (cific den. f - "Nx 
Inftead therefore of voting the maney in this mat 
which he conceived the gentlemen on his fide of the f 
could not do, confiſtent either with their duty to — J 
vent 
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nts, or the line which they had preſcribed for them- 
„ he would propoſe that the money ſhould be granted to 
nment by a vote of credit, ſpecifying the particular 
e for the application of every part of the ſum, and 
ng the miniſtry reſponſible to bring in the vouchers 
year of its being ſo applied. At the ſame time the 
rable gentlemen painted in very pathetic colours the 
ſled fituation of the mercantile intereſts, and the finan- 
this country—diftrefſes brought on by the noble 
who now tottered beneath the burthen which he was 
ble to ſupport. | 

declared, and he felt himſelf tortured when he faid it, 
national barfkruptcy ſeemed to tread cloſely upon our 
and that the miniſter was unable to extricate us from 
fficulties. He wiſhed that that noble Lord would now . 
xc Houſe what were his proſpects, what his reſources, 
om he expected to extricate us from our diſtreſs, It 
eceſſary that the Houſe ſhould know this, previous to 
atering into the committee of ſupply. He heard, that 
ble Lord felt himſelf ſo preſſed by difficulties, in pro- 
the loan, that he was obliged to open his ſubſcription; 
pendence on the Eaſt India Company had failed him in 
t degree, Ry what means did he mean to provide for 
ceflities of the ſtate ? It was neceſſary for the noble 
to give the Houſe this information, or they would be 


AI d to believe, that removing the miniſter from his 
WI was a means of ſtrengthening the hands of govern- 


te difficulty which aroſe about the point of order be- 
tled, and the Speaker having ſettled what was the 
dn before the Houſe, Lord North roſe, in anſwer to 
nourable gentleman, and ſaid, that he thought him 
ly juſtifiable in acting agreeable to the wiſhes of the 


4 of England, as he ſhould think gentlemen equally 
F dee in ſting oppoſite to their wiſhes, It certainly 
dupa tenour of the petitions on the table, that more 
and ſhould not be granted, unleſs the plan of œconomy 
d opted; but he denied, that that was the voice of the 


of England, The petitions were far from ſpeaking 
teral ſenſe, nor was there one that contained a ma- 
of the freeholders, The York petition, as an ho- 
le Baronet ſaid, contained 9ooo names; but even, 
d all thoſe were freeholders, they were not more than 


fart of the frecholders of the county. It N 
c 
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the univerſal wiſh to eftabliſh a ſyſtem of ceconony, 
it was not the general wiſh to withhold ſupplics fron 
vernment till that ſyſtem was eſtabliſhed : but if it had 
the generel voice of the people of England, he ful 
think bimſe!f bound to obey it, Every ſubject of Britain! 
right to petition that Houſe, but that Houſe had 
to think for itſelf, and not to be bound by the opiniy 
others. | 
As to the propoſition which the honourable gent 
had made, of granting the ſums required by a vote of 
inſtead of the manner now propoſed, he conceived th 
was a diſtiniction without a difference. This was in 
vote of credit; and though the Houſe could not he a 
that the money voted for the repair of particular ſhips 
pe applied to thoſe ſhips, yet they would be aſſured d 
being applied to the repair either of thoſe or of other 
and that thoſe ſhips would ultimately want repairs to 
amount. As to the accounts being fiftitious, the honom 
gentleman would find that it was as fully expreſſed, 2 
ticularly ſpecified, as the nature of the ſervice would} 
mit. ſt was impoſſible to provide for all the contings 
in the naval ſervice. The 101,000l. which he had allu 
was the ſum calculated to be required for repairs of a 0 
nature, and the article could not be more particularly 


The honourable gentleman in giving an account d 
diſtreſſed fituation, conſtantly charged him with being 
author of it. He confeſſed, that we were preſſed wii n 
ficulties, but he denied that he had brought them on * 
felt himſelf guiltleſs, and he truſted, that he could pre 
the world that he was ſo, As to the difficulties Hiker 

found in procuring the preſent: ſubſcription, undo 
there were difficultics, but not of the nature which ti 
nourable gentleman pointed out. He found the monie e 
both in this country, and in foreign countries, aπ 

ſubſcribe their money, and he was not driven to tif 
ceffity, for want of ſubſcribers, of opening the ſubſc war 


There were difficulties, perhaps, about an annuity, rio: 

fund for the loan, but there was no difficulty in geti acts 

money on as eaſy terms as it had been heretofore. thou 
Sir George Sir George Savile roſe to advert to an aſſertion that hi 


Lil. len from the noble Lord, that were not a th cour 
of the frecholders of York. He could aſſure the Partie 
Lord, that if he had been as much miſtaken in his 
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jons of finance for the preſent year, he would be very 
le from the mark. He had over- rated the number of 
cholders of the county of York conſiderably; he had 
n out in his reckoning at leaſt one half, He begged the 
ble Lord not to fancy that the voice of the people of 
gland was not contained in the petitions, It was juſt fo 
the beginning of the American diſpute. He would not 
ieve that the voice of the colonies was contained in their 
itions; he would not give ear to admonition ; he would 
believe that the people were determined becauſe they 
temperate, nor would he be convinced of his error tilt 
had loſt the country. He begged the noble Lord not to 
iſt in blindneſs, but to take warning from experience, and 
eve that 9000 freeholders out of the county of York were 
to be. neglected. 


ord Mulgrave, 1 


ey was appropriated, The ſhips now building in pri- 
yards, by contract, were to be paid, by inſtallments, 
of this money. The ſhips now building in the dock- 
ds, to be completed with it; and as to the eſtimates, it 
utterly impoſſible but that they muſt in general be ex- 
led; as, for inſtance, when a ſhip was ordered for re- 
, it was ſeldom known, at firſt, to what extent it would 
eceſſary to go, and it almoſt always required a greater 
nce than the eftimates had formed. 


time neglected. There was one, in particular, that 
always uppermoſt in his thoughts, whenever the ſubject 
touched ypon. That officer, he ſaid, was Sir Hugh 
lier. Indeed, he blamed him for bringing Admiral 
un oel to trial; but as he had himſelf afterwards ſubmitted 
ſelf to a like tribunal, and been honourably acquitted, 
e could be no reaſon given why he was not again em- 
ü ed by government. Before it was better known, the 


wander, he meant to ſcreen his own conduct; but his 
pVIOur ſince had effectually wiped away the imputation; 


a after the fair and impartial acquittal he had received, 
1 thought it cruel and unjuſt in the extreme to ſuffer pre- 
+ _ longer to ſtand in the way of his again ſervin 

hl country, which Sir Hugh Palliſer had often done, — 


particular in the well- remembered affair off Breſt, with 
ol, XVII. | A Monſieur 


ral opinion, he confeſſed, was, that by accuſing his 
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n order to prove that the accounts were Lord 2. 
fiftitious, enumerated ſeveral ſervices for which the grove- 


r. Pulteney was of opinion, that an honourable member Mr. Pulte. 
t. Temple Luttrell) that many naval officers were at "9: 
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man, or he ſhould have concluded he had ſaid what he 
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Monſieur d'Orvilliers. The honourable gentleman proſeſ 
himſelf an independent man, indifferent who did or whodid ui 
approve of the part he had taken: all he had in view wx 
diſcharge his duty; and he was ſurpriſed the timidity 
miniſtry prevented them calling ſo brave and ſo experien 
a commander as Sir Hugh again to their aſſiſtance. 
Sir Jeſeph Mawhbey, with a moſt laudable animation, of 
probated the opinion of the honourable gentleman, and d 
ed to the recollection of the Houſe, that the court mam 
on the trial of Sir Hugh Palliſer, had not honourably x 
quitted him. They had found him guilty of having broy 
an ill-founded and malicious charge againſt his commang 
which, in the worthy Baronet's opinion, for ever rende 
him unworthy any employment in the ſervice of his count 
He knew the honourable gentleman to be an independ: 


thrown out on the ſubject, by way of feeling the pull 
the Houſe, and to make an opening for the taking Sir H 
Palliſer again into his Majeſty's ſervice. For his x 
whenever the miniſtry ſhould dare attempt ſuch a thing, 
would, if he ſhould ſtand fingle on the occaſion, ſet his 

againſt it, and oppoſe ſuch an inſult, as he ſhould coal! 
it to the Britiſh navy, to the very utmoſt of his pon 
Not when he ſaid thus much, he thought he ſhould ft 
alone, for his Majeſty's Solicitor General has declared in! 
place, that he would impeach the minifter, who ſhould 6 
again to employ Sir Hugh Palliſer, and the honourable g 
tleman fincerely wiſhed, that the learned gentleman had is 
preſent, as he certainly would have ſaved him the troubl 
ſhewing the indignation he had at the hint, for he truites 
was no more, that had been thrown out for the emploj 
a man, whom he conceived for ever precluded by the | 


tence of a court martial, which had adjudged him tou at 
brought a malicious and ill-founded charge againſt his icio 
perior officer, and he wiſhed from his ſoul, that there el 
not ſat on that court martial men improper for the ] oſe 
einn : aa, 

Lord Mulgrave broke out in the moſt extraordinarſ del, 
lence, and ſaid the honourable gentleman did not Hrou 
what he had faid, for there were men the moſt honour L 
on the trial, and none but honourable men, but it was for 


ever had been the little dirty practices of oppoſition to hen 
der them. | | | 
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en been very improperly called on the buſineſs. 


, and to thoſe two things he referred the Houſe for 
1 Woof of the innocence of Sir Hugh Palliſer. 


quire if Sir 
1 licious charge. 


dmiral Keppel, in ſupport of which, he moved for the 
ading the thanks the Houſe had voted to Admiral Keppel, 
dd they were read accordingly, 


ſought an ill-founded and malicious charge againſt his com- 
ander, for that it was neceſſary their charge ſhould have 
en tried and found well grounded, before it could be fixed 
the perſon they had imputed it to. It was, his Lordſhip 
id, in the nature of granting an individual unjuſtly ac- 
uſed, a copy of his indictment. Admiral Kepple thought 
imſelf wrongfully charged, but he had never prayed a copy 
f the indictment, to ſpeak in the terms of a lawyer, or 
roſecuted him, much leſs convicted him, of having brought 
n ill- grounded and malicious charge. 


cious charge, called for the thanks returned Admiral Kep- 
el by the Wakes in conſequence of the votes for that pur- 
ole, The minutes being read, it appeared, that the Speaker 
dad, in particular, taken notice, in thanking Admiral Kep- 


del, of his having had an ill-founded and malicious charge 
drought againſt him. 


for though the Speaker had uſed thoſe words, he had uſed 
hem only as reciting the words contained 1n the ſentence of 
he-court martial; but if the Speaker had given them as his 
own words, he did not 4 was to be bound by them; and 

2 if 


| Sir Joſeph Mawbey, replied that he did not mean to re- Sir Joſeph 
on the private characters of the gentlemen who ſat in Haw%9- 

Vas loment on Sir Hugh Palliſer, but he could not give up 

| opinion, that there were thoſe amongſt the judges who 


Sir Richard Sutton ſaid the court martial had done a great Sir Richard 
l through: their zeal, but that they certainly had no right Sen. 
paſs the Jadgiment they had, for it was not for them to 

ir Hugh Palliſer had brought an ill-founded and 


Col. Luttrell ſpoke in the moſt pointed terms againſt the colonel 
Pploying Sir Hugh Palliſer, and vindicated the conduct of Lurrrell. \ 


Lord North, with great warmth, denied that the ſentence Lord North, 
the court martial convicted Sir Hugh Palliſer of having 


Colonel Barre, to prove it to be the opinion of the Houſe, colonel 
at Sir Hugh Palliſer had brought an ill- founded and ma- Barre 


Lord North felt himſelf hurt as a member of Parliament; Lord Nert 
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Xr. Pultency ſaid he did not reſt his opinion on the ſen- Mr. Palte- 
Nee of the court martial, but the evidence and printed 9. 


1 
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if the Speaker's opinion was, that Sir Hugh Pallifer 4 
brought an ill-founded and malicious charge againſt his of 
perior officer, his Lordſhip, for one, ever had, and «if 
ſhould, diſſent from any ſuch opinion. 
ms Mr. Alderman Sawbridge was firmly of opinion that 

* Hugh Palliſer had brought a malicious charge; for, hamm 

brought an ill- founded charge, it was of courſe a malicoiif 
one. 
The Speaker then quitted the chair, and the Houſe ye 
into a committee of ſupply. 
Mr. Buller, Mr. Buller, after a ſom ſpeech, by way of introductia 
| moved, That a ſum, not exceeding 385, 38 fl. be grant 
for the ordinary ſervice of the navy.” 
Mr. T. Mr. T. Luttre!! roſe, and drew the attention of the con 
Ted. mittee to a variety of facts, which ſerved to ſhew the n 
ceſſity of correcting this unconſtitutional mode of grantiy 
ſuch enormous ſums without eſtimate, He adduced then 
in the courſe of various ſpeeches, anſwers, and replies, 
the foundation for a motion of amendment.—We hal 
thrown them together, that they may be more connec 
and clear, 

He ſaid, that the extraordinaries of the navy on building 
rebuilding, and repairing ſhips of war, for the current ye 
1780, amount to 697, 903l. which is more than three tim 
the amount of extraordinaries for the like purpof's in te 
moſt expenſive and brilliant year of the Earf of Chathan) 
adminiftration. 

In 1759 theſe extraordinaries were 227,052]. One hut 
dred ſhips of the line have been launched as new ſince Chri- 
mas 1757, (twenty-three years) viz. three of the line anni 
ly at a medium, during the nine years of Lord Sandwich 
government (in all twenty-ſeven) and upwards of five at 
nually at a medium in the fourteen years immediately pre 
ceding (it all ſeventy- three fail.) ' On the yearly lift of ſhy 
of the line for extra repairs, are 113 Engliſh, within ti 
ſaid twenty-three years, and thirteen French and Spaniard; 

| beſides nine additional foreign men of war, of 60 guns, 0 
larger, purchaſed for the King's uſe, but net repaired. Tot 
of our encreaſed naval force, ſince December, 1757, 23 
ſhips of the line, of which 100 entirely new from the ket. 
In December, 1757, were ſeventy of the line on actual ſe 
vice, excluſive of hoſpital ſhips, priſon ſhips, guardſhips, &c. x. 


December 1779, ſeventy-ſeyen of the line were ready = 
u 
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rvice, not counting the Royal Oak, Nonſuch, Prince 
ales, St. Alban's, and Monmouth, which ſhip then 
da repair of ſeveral months, It is, therefore, obvious, 
zotwithſtanding a 7 | aq eſtabliſhment, it has been 
ary to provide ten ſhips of the line communibus annis 
ally) to maintain our numbers. How then can our 
e rendered at all formidable for battle under the preſent 
Wcment, which, notwithſtanding theſe enormous and 
edented eſtimates, promiſes 9 three new ſhips of 
e and three repaired for the year 1780; ſeven of the 
w, and one repaired, for 1781; and five of the line 
and one repaired, for the year 1782? Beſides, ſeveral 
men of war on this liſt, and thus engaged for to Par- 
t, have been promiſed year after year, to be forthwith 
red ever fince 1774 and 1775, till government have, 
ſuch fallacious pretences, got from the nation more 
on the ſaid ſhips ſpecified by name, than would build 
ee times over, with proper ceconomy, in the King's 
Conſidering, that the docks, together with the maſter 
en, ſtages, utenſils, and a great part of the materi- 
paid for and provided by the public, on other grants 


ing; ues, 

er Warrior, of 74 guns, has been eight years in hand, 
Ns d 52,cool, from the Houſe of Commons for her hull, 
e and yards. The Anſon (64 guns) has been in hand 
0 oag, and had near 40, oool. for hull, maſts, and yards. 


elar (74 guns) is ſaid in this eſtimate to be now order- 
built, and the fact is, ſhe has already received almoſt 
r value by a vote of this Houſe, and was reported to 


| particulariſed ſeveral other deceptions of the ſame 
and ſhewed that the price of a 74 gun ſhip in the 
nt's or contractor's yard is from 28, 5ool. to 30,0001. 
4 gun ſhip about 22, col. True, ſays he, it is, that 
ard of admiralty charge in the account now on the 
or ſhips of 64 guns, many thouſands more than they 
allow the builder. They demand of us 34, oool. 
e contracted for 'one-third leſs. How the reſt of the 
applied remains known only among themſelves. 


roved the ſhameful miſconduct, negligence, and delay 
royal Gock-yards, and bad mode of conſtructing our 
not a man of war now left in ordinary (or out of 
os) in a ſtate to be repaired—all of them are at leaſt 


oo twenty 


years ago, as actually in hand at that time. Here Mr. 
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twenty years old, and we have no good line of battle 
employ of ſo loag ſtanding (under a firſt rate, the | 
George) excepting ſhips captured laſt war from the F 
for inſtance ; the 1 — Courageux, Bienfaiſant 
which are ſtill in the higheſt eſtimation of their claGy 
whole Britiſh navy. Some new and effectual er 
ought to be adopted for improving our men of war, 
1 the number, and forwarding the equipment 
ablic fleets, otherwiſe the enemy muſt progreſſively a5 
in maratime ftrength as we decline. From 25 to 300 
capital men of war now in commiſſion, will, witho 
unforeſeen caſualties of. war, be totally rotten and paſt 
within three years to come: ſeveral of them have been! 
patched up, and their damaged timbers ſecured by u 
called hooks and riders, only to hold together on the fu 
deſperate occaſion, to delude the empire at large to: 
confidence and fecurity. | 
The enemy are already in the proportion of three | 

' two: their combined line of battle in all parts of th: 


| exceeding 120 ſail, and our line of battle the app²äö er 
| ſpring at its very utmoſt exertion 82 or 83 fail. The! 
of Bourbon have the ſame degree of advantage in ere 
tes both as to number and ſize. 


| Mr. Luttrell pointed out where more ſhips mig 
| mediately built of good Engliſh oak; and ſhewed, tit 
of war, viz. St. . go guns, Cæſar 74, be 
others now given in for. five or fix years hence, (0 
time their timbers will perhaps be half rotted) could, er 
lan touched on in a former debate by an honourable! 
Fir Charles Bunbury] the engaging a certain prope WC 
wheelwrights, coopers, joiners, and houfe-carpenters 
dition to the profeſſed ſhipwrights now ſo reduced in hdr: 
for the King's work, be ready for ſea 1n a fourth pail 
time propoſed by the admiralty and navy boards, ak 
leſs coſt, The journal of the Houſe prove, that tht 
miniſters have received from Parliament, fince Janual 
when Lord Sandwich came to the admiralty, more | 
was aſked or allowed for building, - rebuilding, and 
by one million and a half ſterling, within the fame! 
time fince England has been a inaritime power, 
Hawke left a better fleet when he reſigned. : 
Mr. Luttrell ſhewed, that, from the bad quali 
timber, particularly the German oak, and miſtak* 
of preparing it, the men of war in the royal dock- q 
1 
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more rapidity than ever was known in former times, 
| in four or five years after launching, and without 
having crofſed the ſeas. He aſcertained this fact by 
& their names, and official reports of their condition; 
g others, the Victory, in five years; Magnificent, in 
Fears; London, five years; and the Reſolution, built 
70, was repaired in 1773. He pledged himſelf alſo, 
early day, to exhibit in the Houſe full proof of ſcan- 
profuſion and wafte on the ſeveral heads of the navy- 
or laſt year, which has exceeded the eſtimates and vote 
79 about two millions ſterling. He hoped a ſpeedy 
iy would be provided for all theſe alarming defaults and 
in the naval department; and infiſted, that although 
y-ſeven or cighty-eight fail of the line might actually 
r for ſervice by the month of June next ; yet eight or 
that liſt, from the Aſiatic and American ftations, are 
or ought to be very ſcon, on their paſſage home for re- 
which will of courſe extend through the better part of 
ſummer. 
ter a long converſation, in which many of the merabers 
ered, the queſtion was put and unanimouſly agreed to. 
« Buller then moved, © that a ſum, not exceeding Mr, Buller. 
gol. be granted for the extraordinaries of the navy.“ | 
Luttrell propoſed, as an amendment, that the ſaid ſum Mr. Lartrell. 
be voted, provided the whole of it ſhould be applied 
ſpecific purpoſes for which it ſhould be given. 
er a good deal of converſation and debate, Sir George sir Geerge 
informed the committee, that a motion was preparing, Yorge- 
would meet the wiſhes of gentlemen in general, and 
— it ſhould be accepted of, the other amendment would 
rawn. 
this Mr. Luttrell agreed, fo far as his conſent went, but B- Lanrrall. 
in the hands of the cemmittee, and they muſt do with 
they pleaſed ; but his purpoſe and end was anſwered, 
1 was formed of check and controul upon the 
alty. | | 
. Minchin read the motion of amendment, which Was, Mr. Min- 
that accounts be laid upon the table of the application chu. 
lums voted laſt year for the ordinary and extraordinary 
e navy, ſpecifying the particular ſervices performed 
that money, from the 1ſt of January to the 31ſt of 
uber, 1779.” The firſt amendment bing withdrawh), 
| this 
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this was accepted, and in this ſhape the votes paſſed yy 
a diviſion, | 
February 2.4. 

Sir P. J. Clerke moved for leave to bring in a hilly 
clude contractors from fitting in that Houſe, Agreedy 

Mr. Coke, member for the town of Derby, mo 
leave to bring 1n a bill for reſtraining and regulating they 
of admitting honorary freemen in corporations, and thy 
giving them a right to vote for members to ſerve in R 
ment. His motion was agreed to as a motion for leay, 

He next moved, that it might be an inſtructiont 
committee appointed to bring in ſaid bill, that they d 
up a clauſe, that no perſon who is not entitled to takey 
freedom by birth, ſervitude, or marriage, ſhall be adm 
vote for members of Parliament, in any borough, tom 
place, without taking up his freedom on a ſtamp charged 
a duty of 20]. ſaid clauſe to be referred to the commit 
ſupply. 

This produced a debate. The perſons who ſupport 
motion were Mr, Mansfield (a maiden ſpcaker) Mr, 
and Sir William Meredith: againſt it, Mr. Fox, Lom! 
derick Cavendiſh, and General Conway. 

The whole bill itſelf, and its ultimate objects on thee 
on this clauſe, came under conſideration. 

On the part of the bill, and the clauſe which wast 
it operation, it was contended, that the fiatural refidet 
tereſt of the country gentlemen was deſtroyed by app 
ing aliens and people at a diſtance, honorary freemen, 
never ſaw the borough of which they formed a part, but 
in ſeven years, at the time of a general election; tht 
real burgeſſes, thoſe entitled by birth, ſervitude, or man 
were deprived in fact of their franchiſes, becauſe out- 
bered by thoſe intruders who had no will but what the 
or perſpn through whoſe influence they gained their hood 
bu. — t to diftate ; and that theſe means of deal 
and determining for the real freemen, was in fact deſtn 
the popular right of voting, which was always ſuppch 
** from property, or ſome natural or acquired iq 

n the other hand, the making honorary freemen, 04". 


but a general reformation that was wanted, ſuch 5 
powers veſted in a few perſons conſtituting the cor pot 
to appoint whomſoever they pleaſed to repreſent the wil 
the people in Parliament. The burgage tenures, by 
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\ were returned by the burgage-holders, confined to few 
ons, in other inſtances where the deviation was ſtill more 
ing, becauſe a ſingle perſon, the owner of the eſtate, . 
ted or named the two repreſentatives, Theſe were the 
xt and leading abuſes ; if the Houſe was ready to enter 
> a thorough reform, they were ready; but they could 
er conſent to a partial one: they could never agree to 
e Derby, Bedford, and a few others, where the power 
plained of had been hithcrto exerted in the cauſe of free- 
, marked out as the only object of parliamentary diſap- 
bation and regulation, It was well urged, that the 
ting honorary freemen extended the right of voting; 
ch was a power, however created, that might be employed 
a good as well as a bad purpoſc ; and that the greater the 
nber of perſons to be managed or corrupted, the more 
cult it was to effect it. 
The queſtion being called, the Houſe divided; Ayes for 
, Coke's clauſe, 23. Noes, 171. 

s ſoon as this motion was diſpoſed of, the Houſe ſuddenly 
aned ſo much, that for a confiderable time there were not 
y members in the Houſe. 


e, for opening ſuch ports in that country as were in our 
leſſion, moved that 'a committee he appointed to which 
j petition be referred. He ſaid he had perſons ready about 
Houſe to prove every fingle allegation in the petition, 
if his own word would be truſted, he was prepared to 
fy the whole contents in his place. 

he Houſe immediately reſolved itſelf into a committee 
ſaid petition, Gov, Powrall in the chair. After ſome 
je ſpent therein the committee roſe, and the chairman re- 
ted a reſolution which was for leave to bring in a bill pur- 
nt to the prayer of ſaid petition. 

he orders of the day were then called for, among which 
1 report from the, committee of ſupply of the preced- 
g day. | 


that many gentlemen had came down to the Houſe with 
intention of ſpeaking, particularly a noble Lord, and 
ther officer high in the profeſſion ; that a debate of four 
rs having unexpectedly taken place, the noble Lord 
ough indiſpoſition, and ſome others through fatigue, were 
fed to retire, 


or. XVII. 2 3 Lord 


Ir. Alderman Hayley, in conſequence of a petition which Mr. Alder- 
had preſented from the American merchants ſome days man Hayley. 


Mr. Luttrell roſe, and obſerved how thin the Houſe. was; III. Lamel. 


— oo - —_ — — 
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Lord Mulgrave obſerved, that the reſolutions which wif 
to be reported, were unanimouſly agreed to in the conjmitu 
that if gentlemen either choſe to neglect their duty, if 
* away through caprice, or were indiſpoſed, the bufinek, 

e nation was not to ſtand ſtill on that account. After ſu 
further altercation, the firſt order of the day, the recy 
mitment of Mr. Powys's bill for removing difficultie 
county elections, was moved, 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf accordingly into a committee: 
ſaid bill, Mr. Elwes in the chair. : 

The only amendment propoſed by Mr. Powys, was, 
enacting, that an account of all freehold leaſes to intitle 
leſſee to vote at county elections, ſhall give an account 
his tenure, the name of the leſſor, &. 

Sir Cecil Mray oppoſed this clauſe, and after ſome delay 
the committee divided, and the clauſe was carried by a 
ſiderable majority. 

The committee roſe, and the bill was ordered to be 
ported, 

The other order of the day was going to be read, wheal 
was oppoied by Mr. Luttrell, for the reaſon before flgn 
by him, that of almoſt empty benches, He was anſxrn 
by Lords North and Mulgrave, and the queſtion fort 
Houle to receive the report of the wavy eſtimatcs was pf 
when Mr. D. Harty roſe, and after prefacing his prop 
tion with a ſpeech of conſiderable length, moved, that 
account fof the expenditure of the extraordinaries of 
navy be made up from time to time, as they ſhall ot m 
ariſe, and be laid before Parliament as early in the next ii 
as they can be made up. | 

This produced a debate. At length it was poſtponed! 
after the reſolutions were reported, by a kind of compromt 
The reſolutions from the committee of ſupply were repo 
and agreed to. 


= e 


February 25. 

No debate. Adjourned to Feb. 28. 

| February 28. 

Order of the day for the ſecond reading of Lord ht 
champ's bifl to amend an act of the 32d of his late Mach 
intituled, © An Act for Relief of Debtors, with rt 
to the 4 of their perſons; and to oblige deb 

continue in execution in priſon beyond a cem 
time, and for ſums not exceeding what are mentioned 101 
| 1 
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to make diſcovery of, and deliver upon oath, their eſtates 
their creditors benefit.“ | | 
petition having been preſented to the Houſe againſt the 
by each of the two committces of- Weſtminſter and 
ithwark, and the two pariſhes of St. John and St. Marga- 
Weſtminſter, praying to be heard by counſel, the peti- 
vs were read, and the counſel called in, as ſoon as the 
er of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill was 
ted, 
r. Le appeared as counſel for the city of Weſtminſter Mr. Les. 
I the borough of Southwark, and oppoſed the bill very 
nuouſly on the ground of its principle, which he ſaid 
ht to a total alteration of the law of the land in a very 
ortant particular, an extenſion of the laws of bankrupte 
ndividuals not in trade, and the creating a permanent at 
inſolvency. He obſerved that the bill was not founded on 
aledged ground of inconvenience or error in the laws 
arreſt on meſne proceſs now in being, but contrary to the 
om of Parliament, and contrary to all legiſlative prece- 
Wit, reſted ſolely on an imagined poſſibility of inconveni- 
e, ariſing from the circumſtance of their exiſting at 
je time or another, for it did not ſtate when, certain in- 
Wprable and revengeful creditors who kept their dehtors in 
lon from motives of reſentment and cruelty, after they 
| offered to reſign their entire property. Had a ſpecific 
gation been made that ſuch hard-hearted creditors now ex- 
d, he ſhould have conſidered the bill as a libel and groſs 
umny on the people of England; as it was, and as no ſuch 
gation appeared in the bill, he ſhould not deem it a libel, 
t it certainly amounted to a. very injurious reflection on 
WE national humanity. Mr. Lee complimented the noble 
rd who brought in the bill, on his intentions, becauſe, 
laid, he knew the noble Lord meant well; but even if the 
us now in being required ſo violent a change as the bill 
duld produce, it it paſſed, he ſubmitted it to the Houſe 
ether, in ditficult times like the preſent, it was a fit or a 
udent meaſure to alter the ſy ſtem of law proceſſes, fo much 
the bill would alter it; he aſked alſo, what*could induce 
y man to think that the change was neceſſary ? Was it 
dm the people now living, having grown witer than their 
eſtors ever were? Or to what motive of policy was the 5 
dempt to be aſcribed ? He proceeded to uſe more general 
guments, and concluded with urging the Houſe to ſtop the 
Where it was, and not ſuffer it to go into the comupittee, 
2 2 becauſe 


en 


ry 
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becauſe the principle of it tended to affect credit, wich 
which a commercial country could never thrive. 
Mr. Sikveſs Mr. Silveſter was council alſo for the ſame clients, andy 
ter. forced Mr. Lee's arguments, adding ſome of his ow 
them, and particularly preſſing upon the minds of the Ho 
that this was an improper time for the agitation of ſu 
bill; that at preſent trade was greatly embarraſſed, but| 
caſh in circulation, and all parts of the kingdom in dithy 
and diſtreſs, 
Mr. Er Mr. Erxſtine declared he was employed by the county Wa 
Middleſex, and likewiſe by the two pariſhes of St. John, i 
St. Margaret, Weſtminfter. He went into a full hifton 
the law reſpecting arreſts for debt, ſhewing it was not ing 
iſtence till the eleventh year of the reign of Edward], 
that it was nearly three centuries afterwards, viz, in 

reign of _ VII. that any additional laws were made 
ſpecting it. He proved, that the cuſtom of not impriſi 
he bodies of debtors, as it prevailed of old, was not fou 
on principles of liberty, but rather the reverſe, having 
foundation in feudal principles. As the commerce oft 
country encreaſed, the laws reſpecting debtor and cred 
were 3 and the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing ſome m 
for the latter's having a ſort of ſecurity upon the ſom 
pointed out the power of arreſt as the bod a ſecu 
that could be given. After going through the hiftor 
arreſts very circumſtantially, Mr. Elias” came to a pa 
cular conſideration of the bill itſelf, and declared it u 
neither more nor leſs than a perpetual act of inſolvency, z 
and an extenſion of the laws of bankruptcy to perſons nd 
trade. He ſaid the frequency of inſolvency acts was 20 
grace to the country; that it was owing to ſuch acts ſo ch 
paſſing, and paſſing in ſuch a careleſs manner and with 
limitation, or diſcrimination of perſons, ſo that the fraudul 
debtor was entitled to derive the ſame benefit from tit 
as the honeſt debtor, that our priſons were full of debtor 
all times. With regard to the preſent bill, it certain! 
a libel on the humanity of the people of England, becaui 
verily believed, notwithſtanding the re of Lond 
Weſtminſter, Southwark, and in the environs of thoſe pi 
were now full of debtors, there were not to be found in 
of them, more than fifty perſons who came under the deſc 
tion that this bill ſtated to be its foundation, or that WW for 
detained in priſon, after giving up their all, by me | 
leſs or revengeful creditors, He ſpoke to the various PP 
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e bill, contending that it was liable to many objections 
proviſions and enacting clauſes, as well as its principle, 
ring that it was ſo pompouſly, abſurdly, and obſeurely 
ed, that if he was to be put in priſon, and to be obliged 
wy there till he underſtood it, he certainly ſhould obtain 
roats, hecaute he muſt unavoidably be impriſoned for 
Ne reprobated the idea of its being founded on huma- 
and declared, that if it paſled into a law, commerce 
be much injured, and numbers of honeſt tradeſmen - 
WW ſuffer by the impoſition of fraudulent debtors. He 
| alſo, that it would open a door to perjury, and every 
of villany that the mind of man was capable of; that 
took of the complexion of an act paſſed in the firſt year 
e preſent reign, which was found to be of ſuch a per- 
us tendency, that Parliament was obliged to be convened, 
rery next ſeſſion, two months“ earlier than uſual, and 
r than would otherwiſe have been neceſſary, merely for 
urpoſe of repealing that act. The act he alluded to was 
ally termed the Whitewaſhing Act; the inconveniencies 
g few which, and the variety of frauds that grew out 
| muſt ſtill remain on the minds of many gentlemen 
nt, Mr, Erſkine particularly objected to the clauſe, 
ig it in the power of a judge to determine, whether a 
r who came before him, and made an affidavit of his 
g ſurrendered his all, was an object who deſerved to 
ke of the benefits of the bill or not, aſked who was to 
the judge to determine either one way or the other, 
by what was he to be guided in his judgment; a falſe 
night procure the moſt fraudulent debtor his liberty, as 
$a true one, would do the ſame for an honeſt and un- 
ate debtor, 


who claimed the benefits held out by the-bankrupt 
declaring it frequently happened that ſoon after a man 
ing up a large amount of goods from ſtrangers, fo as 
able his eſtate to make a better devidend among his old 
ors, and thence procuring a majority to ſign his certifi- 
had got himſelf cleared, he drove in his own chariot 
very commiffioners to whom he had but lately ſurren- 
and ſplaſhed them and his creditors with the dirt of 
not wheels. He concluded with obſerving, that it was 
for the legiſlature occaſionally to interpoſe between 

and creditors, by paſſing an act of infolyency, but 
nat interpoſition ſhould be made but ſeldom, and _ 
= 


, Erſkine pointed out the frauds daily committed by Mr. Eine. 
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ſuch an act paſſed, it ought to be done with care and cim 
ſpection, difcriminating the objects who were to be 
taged by it, and making a diſtinction between an honef 
a fraudulent debtor, Such acts, he acknowledged, wo | 
of real utility, but the idea of eſtabliſhing a fixed, cen 
and permanent act of inſolvency was highly repugnui 
every principle of commerce, and could not but be att 
with very pernicious, conſequences, 
Mr. Fearcroft, as council in ſupport of the bill, rely 
all that had been ſaid againſt it, by his learned oppoy 
and declared, that it was nothing more than a continu 
of an act, commonly called The = Act, only exteg 
the benefits of that act, by enacting that perſons owing 
than 109], might be entitled to thole benefits, on a yen 
tion of having made an honeſt and fair . bonorum, 
Bearcroft. went into a long examination ot the law of x 
as it Rood, and argued that the preſent act was equally fa 
on public neceſſity, expediency and ſound policy. 
Lord Beauchamp moved that the bill be committed. 
Mr. Barrow complimented Lord Beauchamp for tit 
manity of his intention in bringing in the bill, but at 
objections to the principle of it, and gave his reaſons i i 
poſing its going to a committee. He particularly rea... 
what Mr, Bearcroft had faid, that this was merely ac | 
ation of the Lord's AQ, denying the aſſertion, and Do. 
jag that. that act gave the creditor a right of negociatug 
debtors obtainment of his liberty by a ce//i bonorum, i 
the preſent bill took away the negative from the credit 


placed it in a judge, fo that the creditors would now ha ople 


check and leſs controul over their debtors than they! 
fore. He mentioned alſo the daily abuſe of the vu! th 


ple of thoſe laws to perſons not in trade, and ſaid that 
no uncommon thing to ſee a bankrupt riſe like a phe. 
of his own aſhes, and become a great man from tit bY 
circumſtauce of his having been a bankrupt. . tin 
Lord Reauchamp lamented that the Houſe had benin! 
diſorderly. while Mr. -Bearcroft was replying to u 
been faid againſt the bill by the other council, and 
the attention of the Houſe, while he ſhortly went o abou 
ſame ground. His Lordſhip then, in a moſt clear a edit 
manner, defended his bill from all the objections nden 
been made to it, and proved, that it was not only t of 
in humaaity, but in real policy; that it would do a2 


30. „„ 


to the ql by keeping the gaols clear of debtors ; 
ade would be benefited by it, and that it neither opened 
to perjury, as had been ſtated, nor would it afford 
eſt men an opportunity of defrauding tradeſmen out of 
property, and then eſcaping from their merited puniſh- 
y procuring their liberty, upon a fictitious aſſeveration 
ir having given up their all. He ſaid, he was ver 

e bill would not have been oppoſed at all, by the pre- 
t of petitioners, many of whom were very worthy and 
able characters, had they really underſtood the princi- 
d purpoſe of the bill; he would therefore explain both 
ze and the other. The bill was as had been ſtated, 
a continuation of the Lord's act, with this only dif- 
, that it went to the relief of debtors who owed a 
ſum than one hundred pounds, and that inſtead of put- 


ing his liberty, on giving up his all, by declaring his 
eto it, it veſted the right of a negative in a third 
one of the judges, or a court of law, where as the 
diſtribution of juſtice was lodged, it was ſurely ſafe to 
it in this inſtance; and as the judges could be under 
uence, it was obviouſly more conſonant to real and 
tial juſtice to place it there, than to ſuffer it to remain 
power of a creditor who might feel the impulſe of re- 
nt, and who from the nature of things, was not the 
kely to act impartially in his own cauſe. With regard 
bill's having been declared a libel on the humanity of 
ople, if that ſort of reaſoning was to be admitted in 
jon to the bill, the Lord's act was as much a libel, fo 
Il the acts ordaining new regulations; the Habeas Cor- 
might, with equal truth, be deemed a libel on the 
who lived when it was paſſed. But it appeared from 
puments of one of the learned gentlemen, that there 
was a neceffity for paſſing the bill, for ſo far from there 
ſting one hard-hearted creditor, or one perſon libelled 
bill had been ſtated to libel the people of England, the 
| gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one at the bar, had ad- 
that there might be fifty debtors confined in the priſons 
about this metropolis, who were kept in jail by inexo- 
editors, who were actuated by revengeful ' motives 
nd not with any hope or expectation of obtaining the 
it of their debts, Let gentlemen, before they op- 
ae bill, aſk themſelves whether the liberty of fifty En 
en, ſo circumſtanced, was not an object worthy theit 
attention ? 


in the power of the creditor to prevent his debtor from 
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of arreſts for debt, and that it enabled a debtor totally t 


fo 


a a proper diſcrimination of the one from the other had 


- ſuſpicion and want of ſatisfaction, remand the debtor. 
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attention? but the great error which had occaſioned all tl 
like of the bill, was an idea, that it was to take away they 


out the claim of his creditor, by making an affidavn thy 
had refigned his all. The bill went to effect neither ai 
parpoſes 3 nothing could be further from his idea thy 

er, and the latter was very far from being the cal, 
debtor gave up his all to his creditor, and made atlidayi, 
he was not worth five pounds in the world, and had noe 
but the bedding of his wife, the clothes of his cliildrey 
the like, he was to be brought before a court, and the 
davit, with the proper documents, were to be exhibited; 
if the court was ſatisfied that the debtor had iworn they 
that there was no fallacy in the matter, nor no cond 
fraud, then the court might award the man his liberty, 
that award did not clear him from the debt; he wah 
to it juſt the ſame as before, and all his future acquiren 
whether by accidental circumſtance, or by his own goa! 
tune and induſtry were liable to it, till it was paid, 
whole object therefore was to prevent an honeſt, butn 
tunate man, from ſpending his whole life in a priſon, 
prevent his wife and family from being deprived of the ix 
of his induſtry. Surely, if gentlemen thought a m 
they would ſee that this was more likely to 2 of adn 
than of diſadvantage to a creditor, becauſe he could not 
bly be paid by his debtor's remaining locked up ina} 
but he might be paid by the profits of his labour, Wit 
gard to the bill's opening a door to perjury, how did 
that, more than any other proceſs upon affidavit? Nei 
it put the fraudulent and honeſt debtor upon a footing, 


attention been paid, and the very object of the bill 
draw the line fairly between them, and hold an equita 
lance ; for that very reaſon was the negative velted | 
judges, who were empowered at their diſcretion to | 
debtors, applying to the court in the manner pecifh 
might if the CaſpeRted fraud, and were not perfeciij A 
with the affidavit and documents exhibited, upon thel 


had been ſaid of the loſs traders would experience forf 
nearly inſolvent running in their debt, then going 
and obtaining their liberty by virtue of this bill; be! 
ready ſhewn that fraudulent debtors would not be beneil 
it, and as to traders, from their eagerneſs to get culo 


Ar 
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credit to every man that came to their ſhops in a fine coat, 
without enquiring into the debtor's circumſtances, no act 
arliament could prevent it; it depended entirely on their 
n caution and prudence, and unleſs the Houſe could by 
ir acts infuſe a greater portion of common ſenſe into the 
d of traders, ſuch inevitably ever muſt be the caſe with 
ie of them, but then they muſt thank themſelves for it. 
| Lordſhip anſwered the ohjection that the bill was ill- 
ed, declaring that ſuch an exception was always in the 
th of thoſe who happened to think differently from the 
poler of any meaſure, but that in the preſent caſe it was 
exceedingly ill-founded, for as there were at this time 
iſt 1800 debtors in the priſons in and about London, and 
were cugaged in a war which took great numbers of the 
le out of the kingdom, the community could not afford 
de the induſtry of eighteen hundred people who were lin- 
ag in a jail z this therefore was a very fit moment for the 
Ing a bill that would reſtore ſuch of them to liberty as 
ned that benefit; it would alſo render inſolvent acts, 
ch had of late years been ſo frequent, and were ſo juſtly 
plained of, unneceſſary, at the ſame time that it was not 
le to the ceniure they merited, becauſe there was an ex- 
8 proviſion in the bill againſt liberating of Swindlers and 
ats, whereas an inſolvent a& always let ſuch vipers looſe 
he public, With reſpeQ to the clauſe obliging creditors 
low their debtors, confined for want of bail, their groats, 
s. 4d, per week, his Lordſhip ſaid it had long been the 
ace of our laws of arreſts, that this proviſion was not 
le for the maintenance of debtors, In Holland, a people 
ly as frugal as the Engliſh, a commercial people, and 
r remarkable for their generoſity, it was the law for cre- 
$ to pay their debtors 1s. a day from the commencement 
eir impriſonment to a ſtated period, and 6d, a day as 
| afterwards as they kept them in jail : in France too, 
was an edict obliging creditors to allow their debtors ſix 
a day for their ſupport, and both theſe regulations had 
attended with the moſt ſalutary effect in Holland and 
ce; 40 much fo in the former, that on a general ſurvey 
e priſons, there were found to be only ſeventeen debtors 
lon in the whole country, and of them no more than 
in the priſon of the populous and commercial city of 
terdam, His Lordſhip ftated various reaſons both of hue 
ty and policy, why a creditor, if he ſeized the body of 
edtor, and prevented him from earning his livelihood, 
ot, XVII. Aa by 
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by locking him up in a jail, ought to maintain him vi 
and aſked if a man could be ſuppoſed to live upon let; pf 
4d. a day? He pointed out the many frauds to which tr 
were now liable from the acts of inſolvency, and contey 
that his bill would remedy them, by rendering ſuch ach 
neceſlary ; he replied alſo to Mr. Erſkine's obſervation, f 
the bankrupt laws were abuſed, and that men frequs 
ſplaſhed the commiſſioners they had ſurrendered to, andy 
creditors, with the dirt of their chariot wheels, by ſhe 
that ſuch abuſes were in ſome caſes impoſſible to be a 
but that his bill was not liable to fimilar abuſes. His I 
ſhip concluded his argument, with ſumming up all the hea 
his ſpeech, and begging it to be underſtood, that the bill di 
put creditors in a worſe ſituation than they ſtood in bely 
that it did not alter the power of arreſts; and that it 
went to the relief of ſuch honeſt debtors as through mig 
tunes were arreſted and confined in priſon, where they 
not unfrequently doomed to linger out a miſcrable exif 
by the cruelty of mercileſs creditors. That therefore the 


was an attempt to deprive men of the power of tyrana » 
over and oppreſſing one another; a matter as much the. pf 
of the legiſlature to attend to, as the checking the pom X 
the crown; and 1t the rather became them, becauſe i 5 
a noble and diſintereſted act to relieve the diſtreſſed, 1 
could not be ſuſpected of having any other influence b- 


them, but a claim on their humanity ; for theſe and 
reaſons, his Lordſhip hoped the Houſe would ſuffer th 


to go to a committee, by whom it might be fully diſcal i 
and ſuch parts of it as, upon due confideration, ſhould ; * 
to be inexpedient taken away, and others more wile and "6 
ſalutary introduced, * 
Mr. Coventry oppoſed the principle of the bill, and ti - 
fore hoped it might not be allowed to go to a commi po 
He ſaid it defired an entire alteration of the laws of theli 6 n 
and was of infinitely too important a nature to be agreed . 
that he objected both to its principle and to its promi Ws 
That men now went to jail on purpoſe to enjoy the lun j 


of a priſon, Tha the King's bench was crowded to. 
that the propoſal of allowing debtors 2s. 4d. a week was Ii 
improper. A ſoldier had but 6d. a day for being {hd 
and ſhould a raſcal who had cheated induſtrious trade 
and perhaps ruined many perſons, be allowed 4d. ? 

Lord Meſtcote, as a corroboration of what Lord Beauch 


had faid, of the cuſtom of creditors in Holland being cd 


nern 


low their debtors 6d. a day, he inſtanced the ſentiments 
very able writer, from a work entitled Batavia illuſtrata, 
ten in 1721; the author of which book was long fince 
„ and therefore what he had printed alluding to the bad 
dm that prevailed in England of impriſoning debtors, 
out obliging creditors to maintain them, as the cauſe of 
priſons being always crowded, might be admitted as im- 
ial evidence. 


on Mr. Coventry, for his having declared that men 
t to jail to enjoy the luxuries of a priſon, and likewiſe 
is having ſaid four-pence a day was a luxury to a debtor, 
h he ought not to have. Mr. Burke remarked, that the 
s were now fairly turned on the noble Lord, and that ſo 
rom his bill being founded, as every body had ſuppoſed, 
denevolence and humanity, the honourable gentleman 
him had proved that it was founded in inhumanity. For 
was the avowed object of it? To oblige men to come 
df thoſe priſons in which they lived fo luxurioufly ! To 


had proved to be ſo unpleaſant to men who were debtors. 
Ing carried this to a very laughable extent, Mr. Burke paid 
| 5 a moſt 1 compliment, and went 
a warm and perſuaſive deſcription of the good effect the 
rould have, urging it ſo powerfully, that no man whoſe 

was not ſteeled againſt the impulſe of humanity, could 
heard him unmoved. He ſaid, he wiſhed the bill to go 
further than the noble Lord had intended; that the 
-waſhing clauſe ought to be inſerted, and that honeſt 
rs ſhould be cleared effectually upon a true ceſſio bonorum, 
n remain liable to the claims of their creditors ever af- 
ads. 


jury ; that perjury was the vice of this country; that 
enly believed nineteen out of twenty of the debtors 
in jail were fraudulent debtors, and that the greater part 
em would make no ſcruple to perjure themſelves, if tak- 
falſe oath would clear them and give them their liberty. 
proof of the great prevalence of perjury, his Lordſhip 
he Houſe there was a man at the 2 who 
by the name of The damned Soul, who would ſwear any 
for five ſhillings, | 


Aa2 be 


them to have that liberty which the honourable gentle- 
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Ir. Burke ſupported the bill. He began with an ironical Mr. Burks. 


rd Ongley objected to the bill; ſaid it would open a door Lord o. 


« Sawbridge ſaid he would not oppoſe the bill's going to Mr. S- 
mittee if the noble Lord would afſure him that it ſhould #idz«- 
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be printed after it came out of the committee, and let 
third reading be fixed for fo diſtant a day, that the publi 
might have full time to conſider of the bill in aj 
arts before it paſſed. 
Lord N- Lord Beauchamp aſſured the honourable gentleman, 
champ. ſuch had been all along his intention, 
Mr. Turner. Mr. Turner ſaid, ſince it came into the Houſe, he hat; 
ceived inftrutions from his conftituents, to oppoſe it; 
from what the noble Lord had ſaid, he would agree w. 
going to a committee, 
Mr. Fox. Fox declared he had brought in the Weſtminſter a 
tion againſt the bill; but though he had the greateſt rej, 
for the petitioners, and hoped they would hereafter he 
conſtituents, from what he had heard of the bill he ſh, 
certainly vote for its going to a committee, though he! 
not agree to it in all its parts. He defended the principle 
the bill, and ſaid it was equally liberal, humane, and lu 
ble. Mr. Fox reprehended Lord Ongley for, a part d 
ſpeech, as too general a cenſure. 

LerdOnglcy. Lord Ongley ſaid a word or two by way of explanation, 
Lord Geeege Lord George Gerden oppoſed the bill. He faid, that (tec 
G. Houſe were not ſo competent to judge of the probable og 
tion of the bill as the petitioners ; for that moſt of the m 
bers knew but little of trade. That they were chiefly 
tors and not creditors. That many of them had no proped 
not even a table, a chair, or a three legged ſtool to fit d 
upon, that they could call their own. He would be gu 
by the old members (pointing to Mr. Barrow and Mr. nt 
ventry) and neither miſled by the treaſury bench, nor ito 
honourable gentleman who lately borrowed a plan for u wa 
mation from the French. The honourable gentleman 
t eloquence, but though he might admire the wreatl 
— that grew out of the fertile bog of his underſtand 
he was not to be deceived, when he ſaw it was a plan fe 
between the treaſury bench and the honourable gentlemay 

alter and repeal the ſalutary laws of George the 2d. 
Mr. P Mr. Popham recommended that the debtors of the c 
ſhould be inſerted in the bill, as perſons within the benefit 


After a few words from Lord Weſtcote and Mr. Ban tt 

the debate ended, and the bill was committed. beer 

February 29. an 

Lord North, Lord North ſaid, he had a motion to offer which be ges 
ſumed would take up but very little time, as he did not! es h 


gine any gentleman would make the ſmalleſt objection , 
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notion was for a vote of thanks to Admiral Sir George 
des Rodney, Bart. for his late fignal ſervices, which 
gentleman who then heard him, muſt be perfectly well 
inted with, and which certainly were of the utmoſt im- 
ce to this country. The capture of the fleet of tranſ- 
was not only of conſiderable importance to Great Bri- 
rom the value of it, but was rendered additionally ſo, 
ſe he was warranted to ſay, that the want of the — 
goes on board thoſe tranſports, was a matter exceed- 
diſtreſſing to Spain, and would put her to very great 
plty in fitting out her future fleets. The late ſucceſs of 
orge Rodney againſt the Spaniſh admiral Don Juan de 
ra, was ſtill more fignal and ſerviceable to his country, 
though it was true that his fleet was ſuperior to. that 
enemy, there were circumſtances 3 engage 
| ſuch as the exceeding tempeſtuous and bad weather, 
q ſea, and a very dangerous ſhore near at hand, that 
the riſque and difficulty even greater than the Admiral 
bly would have had to encounter, if he had met and 
t with a ſquadron ſuperior to his own, and conſequentl 
ited the greater honour on Sir George, as an officer who 
ct was equal to his bravery, and whoſe judgment and 

kept pace with his reſolution and gallantry. In that 
n Sir George had diſpoſſeſſed the enemy of eight fail of 
je, beſides greatly diſabling the reſt of their ſquadron, 
e had added five ſhips of the line to his Majeſty's fleet 
braltar. He had alte ſo effectually relieved that im- 
ht fortreſs, that he might now veuture to aſſert, it was 
ito ſuch a ſtate as would ſecure it from future danger. 
was upon theſe grounds, his Lordſhip ſaid, that he 
zut in his motion, which he had endeavoured to form as; 
as poſhble to the various precedents on the Journals. 
for the thanks of the Houſe, 1n the courſe of the laſt 
to Lord Hawke, and that to Admiral Boſcawen, had 
for ſignal ſervices rendered their country, at ſuch and 
places, In the preſent motion, he had expreſſed it in 
fords ( for his late fignal and important ſervices,” be- 
they were by no means confined to one place—the firſt 
dn the coaſt of Portugal, the ſecond on the coaſt of Spain, 
be reſt at Gibraltar. His Lordſhip then moved, . That, 
anks of this Houſe be givea to Admiral Sir George 
ges Rodney, Baronet, for the late ſignal and important 
e he has rendered his King and country.“ 


Right 


Lord Howe. Lord Howe declared, that although it might be thoy 


Mr. e Mr. James Luttrell ſaid, as the Houſe were now pro 


Lill. 


' honour to be intimate with Sir George Rodney, and wy 
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Right Hon. T. Town/hend ſeconded the motion which hit 
afforded him the higheſt ſatisfaction. He had long ha 


fectly well acquainted with his fingular bravery and co 
as an officer, having been the perſon, on the capture of N 
tinico, who had made a fimilar motion in that Houſe. 
was glad, however, that the motion now was in better hy 
and that it was made at that particular crifis, when event 
muſt be ready to confeſs his admiration and his gratitug 
the gallant ſervices which the Admiral had rendered} 
country. 


on an occaſion like that, reſerve would better become 
than ſaying any thing, becauſe his riſing to ſpeak about 
late conduct of the gallant Admiral would naturally pron 
the queſtion of his competency to give an opinion on thef 
je, F that he felt no eulen to be reſerved on a ſch 
reſpecting which he would venture to ſay profeſſional 

could have but one opinion, and that was, that the Adu 
for whom the thanks of the Houſe had now been moved, 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, highly merited en 
mark of diſtinction and honour which that Houſe could 
ſtow. He would not, his Lordſhip ſaid, go into a diſcal 
of the particulars of the Admiral's laſt action with ! 
Juan de Langara's ſquadron, but thus much he would! 
that from the circumſtances of it, Sir George Rodney ml 
have felt great uneaſineſs in his own mind in undertaking 
and could not have compleated it in the brilliant and 
manner in which he had the good fortune to finiſh it, 
out an uncommon degree of reſolution and judgment, 1 
George therefore, as he had before declared, amply mer 
the gratitude of that Houſe, and he was exceedingly tf 
to find the miniſter ſtand up immediately on the receipts 
confirmation of the news, in the abſence of the Adu 
and do him juſtice in the face of a Britiſh Houſe of U 
mons, Such conduct became minifters, and was dut 
thoſe who were riſquing their lives and characters at 26 
tance from home in the ſervice of their country, It wa 
that ſort of protection and juſtice that officers were 
couraged to exertion, and that their country might e 
to reap the advantages of their future ſervices. 


ing to yote their thanks unanimouſly to a gallant 


ſignal and important ſervices, he hoped they would not 
there, but that they would keep that officer's preſent 
t in their eye. That they would not ſuffer his cha- 
r to be hereafter trifled away. That they would go 
him to Gibraltar; go with him to the Weſt Indies; 
hat they would watch him every where, and keep his 
ur and his reputation alive effectually and ſubſtantially, 
aking care that he ſhould not be ſent to be a ſacrifice, 
ould have a force equal to the objects he was ſent 
; that they would ſtrengthen him with ſhips, when- 
he ſhould have occaſion for more. He was now, it 
generally underſtood, going to the Weſt Indies, Let the 
ſe ſend him ſhips equal to thoſe of the enemy in that 
er of the globe. He, for one, would vote him ſhips, his 
s were not worth the gallant Admirals acceptance. 
he motion was put by the Speaker, and carried nemine 
pdicente, | | 
he Speaker was then ordered to tranſmit them to Sir 
ge Brydges Rodney. 4 
ſhile the above converſation paſſed, Admiral Keppel was 
in the Houſe, but coming in ſoon afterwards, he took 
arly opportunity of rifing, and after aſking pardon of 
ouſe for getting up in a diſorderly manner ſaid, it was 
preſs his ſorrow at not having been preſent when the 
s of the Houſe had been moved to Sir George Brydges 
dey. He did aſſure the Houſe, that one only —— 
ted, and that the Houſe would be kind enough to ex- 
him for ſaying, he never felt more ſincere ſatisfaction at 
banks of the Houſe having been voted. Sir George 
dey had rendered his country moſt important ſervices, 
es which he would venture to ſay, were not more fig- 
h themſelves than well performed. He thought it in- 
dent upon him to give his teſtimony in that Houſe to the 
of an Admiral, who deſerved every honour in the 
of his country to beſtow. 7 
de Hon. Charles Marſham ſaid, as the Houſe had done Hon.Charles 
deorge Rodney the honour to vote him their thanks, he M 
zt it incumbent on them to do ſomething more; and 
e rather thought ſo, as he believed it was pretty gene- 
underſtood that the gallant Admiral's finances were not 
e beſt condition, and that although he had ſerved his 
ry for many years, and rendered it many important 
es, it had ſo happened that honour had been his only 
dt, and he had not been able to acquire that handſome 
proviſion 


that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to beſtow fone 


Who had dit 


n -- ood Nerth roſe immediately, and ſaid, that no 1 
e 
character of Sir George Rodney than he had, nor wal 


\ Mr. T. 1 
Tewnfbend. neglected to reward their officers, and aſſerted, th 


that after the taking of Martinico Sir George was veyg# 


on Sir George Rodney's being ſent to the Weſt Indi 


| Rodney had again and again applied for. It was 


PARLIAMENTARY n 


proviſion which an officer of his high character and im 
ſervice, was entitled to, and generally ſuppoſed to d 
He therefore thought it became the House then, whi 
George Rodney's merit was warmly acknowledged by , 
gentleman, to proceed a ſtep further, and to ſave they 
Admiral from the hazard of his being negleQed, or hy 
vices forgot in conſequence of ſome future misfortun 
therefore, unleſs a ſatisfactory reaſon was given to ſſ 
impropriety of ſuch a meaſure, threw it out to the H 
whether it would not be proper to addreſs his My 


of honour on Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney 
is late ſignal ſervices.” Mr. Marſham added, that k 
the fartheſt in the world from wiſhing to encroach a 
Majelly's prerogative in any degree, but he could u 
frain from mentioning that there was a poſt now u 
which was generally — on gentlemen in the 
Koguiſhed themſelves, and riſen to hight 

racter, and that was, the poſt of Lieutenant Gena 


Nnes 


that Houſe had a ſtronger ſenſe of the great merit and 
any who would be more willing than he was, that Sir 
ſhould be moſt amply rewarded for his fignal ſervices, 
could not but ſubmit it to the Houfe, that the motion 
at by the honourable gentleman was altogether un 
dented, and that if it were once agreed to follow a 
thanks with an immediate addreſs to his Majeſty for arti 
that ſo coupling the two matters, would in future 
the Houſe to very great difficulty, and eſtabliſh 2 
dent which they would hereafter have cauſe to repent, 

Mr. Z. Townſhend upon this charged minifters withk 


George Rodney in particular had been neglected 1 
treated by them. In proof of this aſſertion he del 


Greenwich Hoſpital indeed was given him, but it wut 
away from him by the preſent firſt Lord of the dm 


z command. General Monckton alſo, who ſhared witl 


in the glory of _ Martinico, was neglected, and 
conſiderable time before he obtained that, which A 
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ſo much the practice of miniſters to give up their 
rs, to whiſper away their characters, and to ſuffer them 
de run down upon the leaſt change of fortune, the leaſt 
ſucceſs; covering their own blunders under the ruin of 
ers characters, that he was happy the honourable gentle- 
n had made ſo proper a motion; he had done it, he was 
without the ſmalleſt communication with any perſon ; 
| he was the more happy that it came from ſuch hands, 

no man exiſted who was more univerſally beloved, or 
oſe character was more highly reſpected than that of 
honourable gentleman both within thoſe doors and 
bout. 6 
on. Mr. Marſbam declared he would perſiſt in his motion, Mr. Mar- 
he did not hear a more ſatisfactory anſwer from the noble m. 
rd, or unleſs. ſome promiſe were given, that the Admiral 
uld be taken care of. 
ord North ſaid, that it would be exceedingly irkſome for Lord North. 
to oppoſe the form of a motion, the ſubſtance of which, 
was as much inclined to further, and carry into effect, as 
one man in that Houſe; but, if the motion were per- 
ed in, he ſhould be under the neceſſity of oppoſing it, 

rely for the ſake of Parliamentary precedent. He had 
ady declared, that coupling a vote of thanks, with an 
Irels for a reward, would ſubje&t the Houſe to very great 
iculty in future, and would eſtabliſh a precedent, which 
y would hereafter have occaſion to repent ; it was on that 
und, and that ground alone, that it became his duty, 
ever unwelcome it might be to him, to oppoſe the mo- 
n, if the honourable gentleman perſiſted in it. Another 
nourable gentleman had charged miniſters with having 
plefted Sir George Rodney. He begged leave to ſay, the 
t was not ſo: Admiral Rodney, during a peace, been 
en Greenwich Hoſpital, . It was true indeed it was after- 
rds taken from him, but that was, when at his own deſire 
had been given a command in the Weſt Indies; and tho* 
night be urged, that there had been a precedent of an offi- 
$ haying à command and holding Greenwich Hoſpital, 
it was very far from uſual that an officer ſhould have the 
ſpital and a command on a foreign ſtation at the ſame 
de. Beſides, when Admiral Rodney went out laſt, he 
Rear Admiral of England, The = + gentleman 
o had propoſed the motion had ſaid, Sir George Rodney's 

ces were low ; they were not very high he believed 
jen he took his preſent command, but he hoped that diffi- 
I, Bb * culty 
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culty had been lefſened by his ſucceſſes. At preſent of 
George had received the thanks of that Houſe, and u 
ever the honourable gentleman might think, the thank; | 
that Houſe were in themſelves a very high reward. But if 
cluſive of that, he really ſaw no reaſon why gentle 
ſhould aſſume that Sir George Rodney would be neglegy 
He was not himſelf very likely to negle& him, becauſe, g 
cluſive of his perfect ſenſe of his exalted merit as an off 
that his late fignal ſervices could not be too highly rewark 
and that they well deſerved not only the thanks of wil 
Houſe, but of the Admiral's country at large, he was in 
mately acquainted with, and had the ſtrongeſt perſonal efts 
and regard for him. At the very moment in which, fort 
reaſons they had ſtated, he declared he muſt oppoſe them 
tion, he begged leave to aſſure the Houſe, that he wi 
from thinking the place the honourable gentleman had ally 
ed to, viz. that of Lieutenant General of Marines by a 
means more than equal to the Admiral's high deſerts, 

Hon. Mr. Marſham ſaid he now roſe with great pleaſure! 
withdraw his motion, becauſe in the noble Lord's ſpeech th 
were many kind expreſſions, which convinced him that 
George Rodney would not be neglected; at the ſameti 
that he ſaid this, he could not but obſerve, that there fel 
word or two from the noble Lord which he felt exceeding 
and that was, the noble Lord's throwing out an infinuatn 
that he had ſaid, the thanks of that Houſe were not an hi 
reward, He had not uttered a ſyllable to colour ſuch ani 
finyation, He thought the contrary, and he had exprel 
the contrary. He begged leave alſo before he ſat down 
declare, he now withdrew his motion, on the preſumpil 
that ſomething would be done for the gallant Admiral, 

Admiral Keppel ſaid, that Greenwich Hoſpital might 
taken from any officer to whom it was given, in ſuch a m 
ner as not to be a matter of complaint; that in the cat 
Sir George Rodney he underſtood it had been offenfi 
taken away. Greenwich he faid, was doubtleſs a very hat 
ſome.retirement, and there had been periods of his life, 
which, though he was conſcious he had not merited it, 8 
ſhould have thought bimſelf highly obliged to that mini 
who would have given him Greenwich. With regard tot 
thanks of that Houſe, he did not know what value his int 
Rodney might ſet upon fuch a vote, but he prized the" 
of thanks that he had been honoured with, infinitely 299 
all reward or emolument, either the Lieutenant General 
992 2 
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arines, Greenwich, or in ſhort any lucrative and ho- 
rable appointment in the power of a miniſter, 
he motion withdrawn. 
olonel Barri called the attention of the Houſe to the ac- Col. Barre 
t of the extraordinaries of the army for the laſt year, 
the account of the diſtribution of a vote of credit for 
illion, which had been delivered in that day. He ſaid 
account of the extraordinaries of the army alone amount- 
o upwards of three millions of money conſiderably, full 
hundred thouſand pounds more than the extraordinaries 
he army for the preceding year had amounted to. He 
her ſaid, that fifteen hundred thouſand pounds had been 
to America the preceding year, which was not yet in 
ſhape accounted for, and that laſt year upwards of fix- 
hundred thouſand pounds had been, ſent to America. 
t theſe enormous exceſſes demanded the ſtrifteſt ſcrutiny 
moſt ſerious attention of Parliament ; that the account 
he extraordinary was ſo large, and the articles ſo nu- 
bus, that the whole occupied ſeventy-five pages in folio ; 
zs impoſſible therefore for any five of the moſt capable 
induſtrious members in that Houſe to make themſelves 
ently maſters of the account to be able to ſpeak to it. 
which reaſon he moved that the extraordinaries of the 
be printed, | 
he Secretary at War objected to it, as a matter unpre- The Secre- 
ited, He ſaid he recollected that the ſame motion had tary a: War. 
made laſt year, and that it was then rejected. The mo- 
however was agreed to; and the reader will find the ac- 
t at the beginning of this volume, | 
der of the day being read for the ſecond reading of 
Townſhend's bill “ to enable the members of the Houſe 
ommons to be eligible to ſerve in Parliament for any 
_ city, borough, town, or place ;” 
f. Burke roſe and called upon Lord North to ſay when Mr. Barde. 
It what ſtage he meant to oppoſe his bill for the refor- 
dn of his Majeſty's civil eftabliſhment. 
rd North in reply ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe its Lord North 
d reading, nor its going into a committee ; but he 
pt it fair for him even then to tell the honourable gen- 
n, that when it came out of the committee with the 
$ filled up, if ſuch of the various allegations ſtated in 
were capable of proof, were not eſtabliſhed on a better 
dt evidence than general notoriety, he ſhould oppoſe 
B b 2 them 
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them as grounds of a bill not ſufficiently eſtabliſhed for i 
liament to admit, and proceed to alter the conſtim 
upon. 

Mr. Burke. "This occaſioned a ſpeech from Mr. Burke, who (ail 
the noble Lord put him upon proving that which it vu 
poſſible in the nature of things for him to give furtherg 
dence of, than general notoriety, his bill was put tod 
already. That it appeared, as if the miniſter meant og 
gain time, to run taxation againſt reform, to obtain his 
Plies, to trifle with the Hauſe, and to doublc diſtance 
mation, and fo to go into all the horrors of an «> 
without ſatisfying the people, or complying with one of 
eee thar md 

ord Nor: e in explanation, and deſired that mt 

* which he did not — might not be ſo unfaith 
puted to him. He thought he had ated candidly in de 
ing what he really meant to do reſpecting the bill, and 
was ſure, the honourable gentleman himſelf, would 
ſuffer ſo important a bill to paſs, unleſs the allegation 
which the plan of reform was founded, were fatisfall 
eſtabliſhed. | 3 

Mr. Rigly. - Mr. Rigby declared, that no man knew his ſentimen 
the bill. That he approved of parts of it highly, and! 
ſpeak his opinion of the whole, at which ever ſtage hel 
think proper, but that he would not be bound by any! 
gain that ſhould be made in fo irregular a manner by 
man whatever on one fide of the Houſe with any man 
ever on the other. He called upon the Speaker thereforett 
erciſe his authority, and put a ſtop to the converit 
another bill was now under diſcuſſion, and jt was time en 
to talk to the bill of the honourable gentleman who hal 
a queſtion to the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, whe 
bill was before the Houſe, Yayo E 8 

Sir Sir Grey Cooper having previouſly riſen to urge the 1 

— veſt, The Speaker — * he apy Hey in the fred 1 

| e converſation to proceed, and begged to call the attes 
| of the Houſe to the bufineſs before them, 

Mr. Fax. Mr. Fox nevertheleſs roſe to ſay, that he thanked tf 
n-»»4ble gentleman Mr. Rigby] for his candour. 4 

| that all the gentlemen preſent would attend the 
urſday, and defire thoſ whom they knew, 
't now preſent, to do the ſame. | 


he faid the evil of ſuffering the chancellor of the ex- 
ner to give the Chiltern Hundreds at his diſcretion to 
member, who by his acceptance of that nominal place 
ted his ſeat in Parliament, the remedy for that evil held 
by the preſent bill, would leave a ſtill greater evil behind 
purſe; that were the Houſe to adopt the bill, it would 
ſe the old maxim eftabliſhed by the wiſdom of ages, 
it was wrong to remove what was bad, unleſs it were 
nt that worſe would not be the immediate reſult of the 
wal, and that it was right not to meddle with what was 
; unleſs it was certain that better would be the conſequence 
he alteration. Sir Grey ſet out with aſſerting that the 
n its principle went to a direct violation of the conſtitu- 
of Parliament; as a proof of this, he inſtanced Lord 
' declaration, that though a gentleman was ſent up to 
ament by one county or one borough, that having taken 
at, he was the repreſentative of the whole kingdom, and 
it was his duty ac faciendum, ac conſentiendum for all. To 
e that the Houſe had ever attended to this rule laid down 
ord Coke, Sir Grey cited various inſtances of conteſted 
ions in 1606, 1641, and other periods, whence it ap- 
d that the Houſe had always decided, that a perſon 
g a ſeat for one borough or county, or having even pre- 
d a petition claiming a ſeat for one borough or county, 
not eligible for any other borough or county, pending 
petition ; and one great reaſon for this was, the care 
ys ſhewn for the preſervation of the fullneſs of Parlia- 
t, and the pains taken, in order that all its members, as 
the conſtitution of Parliament would allow, ſhould be 
we members, and capable of attending their duty, un- 
prevented by perſonal indiſpoſition. After ſtating the 
nces, he contended, that the preſent bill overturned all 
> maxims, and if carried, would operate in a manner 
ay the reverſe of their purview. He alſo oppoſed it, he 
> on account of the indecifive wording of the preamble, 
becauſe it implied, though it did not directly ſtate, a 
ure of the noble Lord who was at this time chancellor of 
exchequer ; but he declared he had no objection to any 
r remedy for the evil complained of, either by a new 
or an alteration or modification of the powers of the 
cellor of the exchequer reſpecting his granting the Chil- 
| tern 


- 


Grey Cooper (aid he had ſome objections to make to the Sir Grey + 
:nle of the bill then under conſideration, However Copper. 


190 PARLIAMENTARY An , 


. Hundreds, if any ſuch, better remedy ſhould be 

polcd. a | | 

Mr, Towne Mr. Townſhend offered to give up the bill, on allowin 

4. auge an equality to members reſpecting the Chiltern 
; reds, 

Lord Nerth. Lord North and the Lord Adoccate ſpoke againſt the 

The latter faid, that it would in effe& be a partial proviſn 

favour of themſelves againſt the people at large, and u 

be like keeping a bag fox in the Houſe to let looſe fo 

purpoſe of running down any private gentleman wit 

doors who ſhould ſtart as a candidate for a ſeat, and migy 

obnoxious either to one ſide of the Houſe or the other, 

Sir Fejeph dir Toſeph /Mawbey did not approve of the bill as it fu 

g. but was for its going to a committee. | 

Mr. Fyng. Mr. Byng deſired the matter to be put on a fair footin, 

The Houle divided, whether the hill ſhould go to 20 

mittee or not. Ayes 29. Nocs 66. Adjourned to Mardy 

N March 2. 

Lord Nertb. Lord North ſaid, he had a propoſition to open to the 

ok an important nature, but as he did not wiſh to tak 

the time of the Houle upon it then, if, when he had o 

it, any gentleman. had an objection to it, he would not 

it as a motion, but wiſhed to have it underſtood merely a 

notice that he ſhould make ſuch a motion at an early 

There had been, his Lordſhip remarked, a great deal iat 

various, converſations and debates that had taken plac 

late, reſpecting the great encreaſe of the public acc 

and againſt the voting for ſuch parts of the public ſervic 

which eſtimates could not be. previouſly produced. Pet 

then to ſay with regard to the latter, what he had often 

before, that in many inſtances, while we were engeg 

an expegſive war, it was impoſſible to lay previous ett 

betore the Houle, becauſe. every part of the public expt 

ture could not poſſibly be foreſeen, and depended uponen 

as they roſe; with regard to the enormity of the expil 

that-was:hkewite in ſome degree unavoidable, from the 

nature of the cafe, He wiſhed, however, as heartily v1 

one gentleman in that Houſe, to give the public the tw 

ſatisfagtion, that the money was duly applied to their (er 

and be heartily wiſhed alſo that ſome method could be dn 

for-ſtating and ſettling ihe public accounts in ſuch a math 

that che numerous balances upon each head of expence, 

be brought forward more ſpeedily, and in conſequence be 

ſooger applied to che public ſervice. Various method 


inted at for effecting this purpoſe; the method he 
| propoſe would be by a commiſſion of accounts; and 
hon why he thought a commiſhon better than a com- 
of accounts, was, the former would have many ad- 
es over the latter, as it might be ſtrengthened with 
&. with which it was not in the capability of the Houſe 
eſt a committee of accounts, ſuch as the power of 
for papers of all ſorts, examining witneſſes upon oath, 
. commiſhons of accounts which had in former times 
nftituted, it had been remarked, and truly remarked, 
oved nuzatory, and of little uſe. This was eafily to 
ounted for, and as eaſily remedied. The fault lay 
in the cauſe of inſtituting thoſe commiſſions, partly in 
m and extent of their inſtitution. His intention was 
ve, either then, or, as he had before ſaid, at an early 
to the Houſe ſhould be moſt agreeable, for leave to 
n a bill for appointing a commifhon of accounts. For- 
pmmiſfions, he-obſerved, had merely been authorized 
retroſpectivs view; he meant to carry the preſent idea 
further. He deſigned that the bill ſhould expreſsly 
ze the commiſſioners not only to enquire into the ac- 
of the paſt expenditure, but into the current accounts, 
ther to direct them to conſult, prepare, and report to 
uſe what ſhould upon due examination and conſultation 
to them to be a more eafy and ſpeedy mode of keeping 
blic accounts, and ſettling them ſo that their true ſtate 
from time to time, as near as poſſible, be laid before 
duſe when called for, and the various balances in hand 
ediately brought forward, and applied to the ſervice of 
ſoing year. His Lordſhip ſaid, when he was lately 
on for afiiftance by an honourable member who had 
he neceſſity of enquiring into the public accounts, he 
clared his rcad;nels to atlift as far as he could, but it 
terwards been ſtated, that his fincerity was to be 
; that what he had ſaid was plauftble enough, but 
not a mere parliamentary trick; was it not an attempt 
y duſt in the eyes of the public? An attempt to gain 
entary popularity by affecting a readineſs to do that, 
he had no real intention to cone into? Such remarks, 
ed, had not been a ſpecies of comments very weleome 
vor,” he believed the Houſe would think, very eandid 
bſtlves, Ex was determined therefore, from a conſei- 
„at he was fincere in his offers of affiftance, & 
le cartieft opportunity of giving the Houſe — 
proo 
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proof of his real ſentiments, and therefore he now came 
pared either to move for leave to bring in a bill to cim 
ropoſition he had opened into effect, or, as he had þ 
declared, he was content, if the Houle rather choſe i, 
what he had faid upon the ſubject might be conſidered m 
as notice that he ſhould, on a future day, move for la 
bring in a bill, the principle of which he had ſtated, 
honourable gentleman had thrown out, on the day tiy 
had offered his aſſiſtance towards enquiring into the 
accounts, that it would appear from the ſort of commit 
be appointed, whether he was ſincere, or whether the 
enquiry was to be a farce and a mockery. In order vin, 
that matter out of doubt, and to obviate the vario 
jections, that would in all probability be made, from x 
being appointed of the committee, either from ones 
the Houſe or the other, he ſhould make it a proviſioni 
bill he meant to bring in, that the commiſſioners be re 
ble, intelligent, and independent gentlemen, who wer 
bers of neither Houſe of Parliament. This he hoped, n | 
wipe all fuſpicion away, and give ſatisfaction to all ul. 
His Lordſhip ſaid a few words to the general effect th: 
miſſion would have, the ſuperior caſe with which it my 
conducted, from its being of the conſtitution he had nn 
and the facility with which it might proceed from bei che 
to fit at all times, without being engaged and hart 
the intervention of parliamentary duty; after wi 
Lordſhip read what he intended to be his motion wit 


he made it. | | th 
Sir Geerge Sir George Jonge ſaid, that unleſs the noble Lord a 
Tee. whether he meant to move now or at another time, thel ot 


would be at a loſs how to proceed. If the motion wer! 
he ſhould, if no other gentleman would, have ſomet an 


ſay upon it. | 
Lord George Lord George Gordon roſe alſo, and the Houſe proctt m 
S. diſorder; upon which ate; 
Lord North. Lord North ſaid, as he ſaw it was likely to provokes 

and as he did not by any means wiſh to ſtop the vu: t 


the day, or to interfere with it by the propoſition bc owl: 
opened, he ſhould not move then, but wiſhed that mig 
had ſaid might be conſidered merely as a notice. | 
Col. Barrel. Col. Barr ſaid that in the hiſtory of Parliament bel 
there was no inſtance of a ſimilar tranſaction. He 
ys fince told the Houſe, that he had a plan to pi 
an inveſtigation of the public accounts, He had ed 
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noble Lord to know whether he would affift him or not, 
auſe he was conſcious that it was impoſſible without the 
er of a miniſter to penetrate the Arcana and come to the 
tom of many matters, which loudly demanded enquiry. 
e noble 3 now without conſulting or adviſing with him, 
e with a propoſal of his own; he had ſtood between an 
ſcure individual, and the little ray of ſunſhine, which he 
| attempted to draw upon him, for honeſt purpoſes only. 
s ſcheme was founded on a wiſh to ſerve the public, on a 
ſh to check the laviſhneſs, the extravagance, and the pro- 
jon of thoſe who managed the public expenditure; the 
png arm of the miniſter had wreſted it out of his hand 
{ had put an end to his labours, to the produce of many 
tchful hours, and many ſleepleſs nights. Not, added 
Colonel, that I ſpeak the language of complaint; if the 
ble Lord carries his purpoſe into effect, and attains that 
d, which I was humbly endeavouring to reach, for the 
efit of my country, tamen ego gaudebo—in God's name let 
n have all the merit of it! Having ſaid this, he informed the 
buſe, how far his labours had proceeded, and aſſured them, 
t though the object was the ſame, his plan was of a differ- 
and leſs expenſive nature than that propoſed by the 
ble Lord. He ſaid he had purpoſely foreborne to mention 
the Houſe, at the time that he called on that noble Lord for 
ſtance, and for two reaſons : the firſt becauſe he would not 
ſo uncivil to his honourable friend who had fo ably opened 
plan of reformation to the Houſe, and brought in a bill 
the purpoſe, as to bring forward other matter, juſt when 
t bill was firſt agitating, and the title of it ſcarcely known; 
other was, he ſhould have been aſhamed to have produced 
plan of his to that Houſe before he had properly digeſted 
and made it as worthy their notice as his abilities would 
able him to make it, He then went on to ſhew that a 
miſhon of accounts was by no means wanted, that the 
ater part of the accounts, they would find it neceſſary to 
ert to, were already on the table, and that the chief buſi - 
$ that remained to be done, in order to come at the 
owledge in queſtion, would be to call for ſuch other papers 
might be wanted. With this view he had framed two 
tions, which he had brought down with him, having in- 
ee to open his plan that very day, but hearing on his 
ral at the Houſe that the noble Lord had a plan of his 
n to propoſe, it was now no longer neceflary, though he 
ald certainly make his motions, as well becauſe the papers 
Vor. XVII. C '_ they 
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they called for were neceſſary, as in order to conving 
Houſe that he was ſerious in what he ſaid reſpecting hu 
tended plan of enquiry. The noble Lord, he declared, | 
as ſoon as he came down, called him a fide, and ſhewed 
his motion, aſking him if he had any objection to it, | 
had read it, and directly ſaid © none,“ but it was ng 
any means conſonant to his idea of the neceſſary engy 
He had at the ſame time ſhewn the two motions he inten 
to offer to the noble Lord; and he muſt do the noble | 
the juſtice to ſay, he did not diſapprove of them. The col 
then moved, For an account to be laid before that Houſ 
all charges, fees, and perquiſites, received by the officen 
the Mint, on account of the late re-coinage.” 

Mr. T. Townſhend ſubmitted to his — fre 
whether it would not be better to leave out the word © 
gui ſites in his motion, as it implied a confeſſion of han 
received that which ought not to have been received, | 
alſo hinted that the word was rarely introduced in a m 
in that Houſe. 

The Colonel replied, and ſaid it was the ſofteſt wol at 
expreſs what he alluded to, that he could fix on, for if 
had put into the motion at full length all that he had he 
relative to the ſubject, it. would be an extraordinary m. 
indeed. If his motion was formally drawn up, he hq 
the noble Lord would ſet it to rights. - 

Lord North ſaid it was true he had told the honou | 

ntleman he did not object to either of his motions, hu 
— the one now put a ſecond time, he thought the | 
cc late re-coinage” too vague and indefinite, The off 
of the Mint might not comprehend it, as they on the gt 
re-coinage of the py coin in 1775, 1776, and 1777," 
ceived it from the Bank in ingots, the Bank getting it ms 
into — before they ſent it to the Mint. 


| 


Lord George Lord George Gordon ſaid he did not like Mr. Burke's Lo! 


Ger don. 


ſhould attack poor Mat of the Mint / 


of reform, becauſe it did not aboliſh ſinecure places. 
other honourable gentleman who had juſt ſpoken, medit 
another ſort of reform, and had told the Houſe, that 


This ſet the Houſe in a roar. At length however the! init 


tion was put and carried. 


The Colonel then made another, for an account of 1 


various fees, &c. received at all the offices, and by al G 
officers, through whoſe hands the public money paſſed, Wy? 
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being originally, paid by the peaſant to the tax gatherer, 
to its being iſſued from the Treaſury, | 

his Lord North ſaid he ſhould not oppoſe, but he begged Lord North. 
veto inform the honourable gentleman, that it would take 
png while, many months, to prepare the various accounts 
oft neceſſarily occafion to be made out. 
he motion was put, and carried, 
Lord George Gordon then entered into an argument on the Lord George 
dequateneſs of Mr, Burke's bill, and preſſed the neceffity Gordon. 
taking the petitions of the good people of England into 

ediate conſideration, which he ſaid he would move. 
Mr. James Luttrell agreed that there was a neceſſity to go Mr. Fame 
> the conſideration of the petitions as ſoon as poſſible, but Lural. 
lared, that in his opinion, Mr. Burke's bill was founded 
the prayer of thoſe petitions, 
he bill was then read a ſecond time, 
r. Burke moved, that the bill be committed for the next Mr. Burke. * 


ord Beauchamp ſaid it was very unuſual for a bill to go to Lord Beaue 
ommittee immediately after the ſecond reading. The p- 
age of Parliament had been otherwiſe for a very 
ſon. It was neceſſary that all bills, and eſpecially thoſe 
great moment, ſhould be proceeded through with caution' 
circumſpection. If this was the conſtant practice, he ſub- 
ted ĩt to the conſideration of the Houſe, how neceſſary it 
to poſtpone going into a committee ſo ſoon as this day on 
ull of ſuch a magnitude, of an object ſo very extenſive, 
ia the event of which ſuch a variety of individuals were 
ſt deeply intereſted. From theſe circumſtances, which he 
h great deference ſubmitted to the Houſe, his Lordſhip 
ommended that the word to-morrow might be ſtruck out, 
| Wedneiday next ſubſtituted in its ſtead, as he by no 
ans thought there would thereby be any unneceſſary 
ay. 
Lord Nugent followed in the ſame line of reaſoning againſt Lord Nw 
ng into a committee ſo ſoon as the motion propoled. After gene. 
ch his Lordſhip animadverted on the petitions, and the 
gency the oppoſition meant they ſhould have, but verily 
eved there was not the cauſe ſet forth in them for com- 
ning againſt government. The prerogative of the King, 
Lordſliip did not think any ways increaſed, and for his 
d part, he would not reſtore — to its independency 
leſſening the influence of the crown. [The Houſe was 
eupon in a tumult, and a loud exclamation of hear him! 
a Cc 2 hear 


Hon. 7. 


Tecon ſpend. 


* 
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hear him! continued for ſeveral minutes.] By the influen a.: 
of the crown, he ſaid, he meant a due and conſtitutional oe 
fluence; the crown was to be independent, and the Parli 
ment was to be independent, but they were both to be & 
pendent, in order to be independent, for that the one gre 
out of the other. He aſked how it could be ſaid, that th 
influence of the crown had been encreafed, thirteen colon 
having been loſt ; the addition of new taxes, he denied, y 
be a means of extending that influence, and with reſpe y 
the commitment of the bill, he thought there was no occafe 
to go into a committee upon it before Wedneſday, As g 
the bill itſelf, there were parts of it he much approved, hi 
ſo far as it tended to a diminution of the influence of the 
crown, he would moſt aſſuredly ſet his face againſt it. 
reminded the Houſe, that the miniſter had been uniforn 
ſupported by the country gentlemen throughout the whole Mg 
the American war. 

Right Hon. . Townſhend attacked the noble Lord for the 
expreſſion which fell from him, by which the Houſe werez 
ſecond time given to underſtand, that any attempt at a dim. 
nution of the influence of the crown was to be reſiſted. Tie 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon | Lord North] had ſome fem 
days ago explicitly opened his mind upon the matter, but the 
noble Lord he was replying to, had gone a great way fat 
ther; he had made no ſcruple to ſay, that he would not u- 
ſtore Parliament to its independency by leſſening the ins 
fluence of the crown, Mr. Townſhend faid, he had bees 
long in the moſt intimate friendſhip with the noble Lord 
or he would have called upon the Speaker to have tale 
down thoſe words, as he had done, and could wiſh to have 
explained. As to the obſervation that the influence of tit 
crown was ſurely not fo great now as before government hat 
loſt thirteen colonies, he was very ready to admit, that i 
that had been a plan of the miniſtry's for the purpoſe, it had 
been a plan of their own deſigning, and had been effectual 
executed. But the noble Lord had aſked, if laying nen 
taxes on the ſubject, could be thought to add to the intivenct 
of the crown ? There were ſuch things as tax-gatberen; 
and though the taxes might not, the tax-gatherers, he ns 
ſure, te not a little to extend the power of government 
The increaſe, too, that had been made in the military eſtab- 
liſhmeat, in the raifing of new corps, and the appointment 
of officers to them, had both augmented the means of ir 

| ru 
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n and ſhewn the real deſigns of thoſe in power too 

to eſeape the notice of the | quſe. 

} Nugent in explanation ſaid, that all he meant was, Lord Na- 
the Houſe was at preſent by no means in a dependent 2%. 
the petitions were wrong at aiming to leflen the in- 

of the crown, in order to reſtore the independency of 
ment, His Lordſhip repeated his former aſſertion, 

he power of the crown was not extended, and main- 

, that the King was conſtitutionally the diſtributer of 
ces, penſions, and other gifts which belong to the royal 
Dgative. 

d North obje ted to the going into a committee ſo ſoon Lord Nerth. 
day, The bill was of the moſt important and com- 

ed nature, and required ſuch a mature conſideration, 
Wedneſday was, in his opinion, as early a day for 

g it to a committee, as the Houſe could well think of 
nting, | 

. ho accuſed the miniſter of attempting an unne- Mr; Fare. 
re i delay. It was abſurd and ridiculous to pretend that 

rly a day was propoſed for the bill's going to a com- 

. The noble Lord had, indeed, aſſerted it, but had 

no good reaſon, in his opinion, for poſtponing the 

ſs, and he called upon the noble Lord to lay his hand 

his heart, and ſay, if he was not ready to go into a 
itte, as far as a knowledge on his part of the bill was 
ary. It was not fuppoſed that the whole of the bill 

to, be immediately conſidered, but a part only; and 

was that part? Whether the third ſecretary of ſtate, 

ly the ſecretary of ſtate for the American colonies, 

tot an office altogether uſeleſs, and as ſuch to be abo- 

|! This was the firft part of the bill to be inveſtigated, 

e honourable gentleman thought it ſo ſimple a queſtion, 

here required no more preparation than had been taken 

ide upon it. 
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i ocher noble Lord [ Lord Nugent] had argued in a 
curious way. When oppoſition complained againſt 
10 ent for an undue uſe of power, the noble Lord was 
nf to exclaum, what would you have! we have loſt 
ern colonies, and ſurely we have reduced the influence 
oP crown as much as you ought in reaſon to require. 
2b--"ed in the moſt expreſs terms, that it was true, that 


nfivence of the crown had not been extended, and ad- 
d in the moſt happy vein. of ſatire to the argument uſed 
ord Nugent in contradiction to that fact. The 2 

ord 
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Lord alſo ſaid, that all places, penſions, and ſinecus 
in the gift of the crown, and that the crown acts cost 
tionally in giving them away; ſo that the noble Lord h- 
if he means any thing at all, that when a member {gi 
place, a penſion, or a ſinecure, he is, in ſo doing, ſuppy 
the conſtitution, As to the fact, whether the crow 
extended its power or not, he wiſhed ſincerely the g 
could be fairly put, and the ſenſe of the Houſe imp 
taken upon it, 0 

The miniſter had often complained, that oppoſition 
actuated by intereſted views, and the calumny had! 
. echoed through the miniſterial circle into the world. 
was the caſe, as it had been confidently ſaid, how dt 
preſent conduct of the fide of the Houſe on which hem 
himſelf, correſpond with the charge ? If they really 
places, how was it that they had brought in a bill for cu 
off ſo many of them? If they wanted penſions and fin 
how happened it, that they had propoſed an abolition of th 
Did they want money too? Then why were they ſtrag 
for ceconomy in the expenditure of the public money! 
fine, the honourable gentleman contended, that by the 
in queſtion, they removed every ſuſpicion of ſelfiſhneß 
he could not but call to mind the obſervation of an ha 
able gentleman, not a member of the Houſe) who tod 
chair at the Wiltſhire meeting, that the bill went tot 
the oppoſition honeſt, as well as the. miniſtry. He thent 
notice of Lord Nugeat's obſervation, that the minifte 
been ſupported by the country gentlemen, (and comme 
with great ingenuity on the noble Lord having ſpoke u 
preter perfect tenſe, for though the country gentlemen 
ſupported the miniſter, he believed they would no longs 
it, and the noble Lord had ſeemed ſo ſenſible of this, tt 
had not ventured any thing more than to ſpcak in the pl 
perfect ſenſe of it, as if the account between the mil 
and country gentlemen had really cloſed in good eat 
He alſo took notice of ſome expreftions that had fallen 
the other ſide of the Houſe, reſpecting the liberty d 
preſs having been carried to a great degree of 11centiol 
and confeſſed he was apt to think our preſent fituation 

reat meaſure owing to the bad uſe that had been made a 
— thoſe hired by government, whote ſyſtem it was iet 
all ranks together, to bring them to a level with each 
and to impreſs the people with a notion that there et 
virtuous men in the preſent age. This vile and dam 
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„ he exploded with a proper warmth of expreſſion, 
ought it done merely to ſet the public againſt the liberty 
e preſs, and traduce thoſe very men who were proving 
integrity by promoting the bill under diſcuſſion. He 
|, that as the thirteen colonies were now actually loſt, 
e noble Lord | Lord Nugent] had at length admitted it, 
blic was to have a great ſaving, and he hoped to hear 
he penſions given to the American governors would be 
tinued, and particularly that granted to Gov. Hutchin- 
who had been the fore-runner and very firebrand of the 
lion on the other fide of the Atlantic, He urged the 
into a committee on the bill next day; and charged 
piniſter with an intention of putting it totally aſide, or 
ting it nugatory, by diſſolving the Parliament after 
ng the buget. | 


before the uſual time; ſaid if he had been ſupported by 
puntry gentlemen, for he was willing alſo to ſpeak in 
reter perfect tenſe, it proved he had not been ſupported 
improper influence. | 
to the bill, gentlemen had certainly a right to be angry 
him, if he objected to its going to a committee next 
and did not mean to let it go to a committee on Wed- 
y, which was not the caſe, for he did mean that it ſhould 
po to a committee, and he begged leave to declare it to 
louſe, but as the bill conſiſted of a variety of allega- 
and was a farrago of incidents, he did not ſuppoſe 
Id be thought unreaſonable, if he ſhould then call for 
ce in ſupport of thoſe facts, on which the propoſitions 
e bill were founded. 


g proof of the allegation in his bill, with the moſt ſu- 
ve contempt, becauſe the thing was impoſſible. He 
d, the third ſecretary of ſtate was uſeleſs, and how 
e to prove it, but by the notoriety of the fact? Neither 
puty, the clerks, nor even the fire lighter, would come 
uch it, If he underſtood the noble Lord, he was to 
all thoſe places to be uſeleſs he meant to aboliſh, and 
d ſhew by evidence, that he could make the ſavings he 
Jed, and as neither of thoſe things were to be proved 
dence, except collateral evidence, he conſidered them 
to the ſucceſs of his bill. Indeed, he concluded the 

d meant on Wedneſday to throw it out, for though 
juld concur to its going to a committee, he would = 
| Y 


rd North diſclaimed any intention of diſſolving Parlia- Lord Nerth, 


« Burke treated the expectation of the noble Lord as to Mr. Bie. 
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ſay it ſhould be debated in it. He adverted to the 
Lord's obſervation, that he would ſpeak in the preter 
tenſe, that they had been ſupported by the country gents 
and ſaid the noble Lord need not be in danger of a gry 
rical error in language; it was a ſoleciſm in politics he, 
to take care to avoid: for he acted in direct oppoſiticg 
true ſenſe in politics, in direct oppoſition to every wrig 
government, and to all honeſt and diſhoneſt politici 
world ever produced. 1 

Mr. Gilbert. Mr. Gilbert avowed himſelf a friend to the bill, in 
as that he would take care it ſhould have fair play, a 
Turner ſpoke a few words in favour of the bill. 

At twelve o'clock the Houſe divided upon Lord þ 
champ's amendment; for it 230, againſt it 195. A 
to March 6. 

March 6. 


Lord Nerth. The Budget. Lord North began with lamenting, 
ſhould have a taſk fo diſagreeable to perform, as that] 
about to execute. A noble Lord, | Lord George G 
had called it a very ſerious buſineſs ; another hong 
gentleman had called it a devouring bufineſs ; it een 
was far from an agreeable thing to him to come to thatl 
to aſk a large loan, which · muſt neceſſarily add greayt 
burthens already ſelt by the people; as little pleaſactt 
it be for Parliament, however preſſing the neceſſity «ici, 
Mate, to add to thoſe burthens. But when gentlemen hel 
harſh epithets on the buſineſs of the day, it would l 


fair in them to remember that it was the war and the M e ſo 
demands that cauſed the budget and ſwelled it to an end le ta 
ſize, whenever it was fo ſwelled, and not the bud ere, 
Cauſed the war or encreaſcd the national demands. ſſors 


moment it muſt be obvious to every gentleman, that nee 
pences of the laſt year had been unavoidable ; our e 
had fitted out ſo formidable a fleet and ſent it to (ay uce 
us, that the boaſted Armada, and all the fleets that e, 
of in hiſtory, that had ever been ſent to ſca aguink mo, 
Great Britain at former times, were in the comparing” it 
mere trifles, when weighed againſt the naval prepara h 
France and Spain laſt year; a large fleet was therek 
ceflary to be fitted out on our parts, and a finer either i llors 
of number, or in point of ſtrength, had never {ailed ent: 
dur ports; but every effect was traceable to its caungy 
. navy of Evgland therefore it was, that bad deyoure! be 
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«ces of the country, and to that principally was to be at- 
ited the enormity of the alt year's expences. | 

s Lordſhip after a few more wor1s of a general tendency 
the ſubject of the national expenditure, went into a reci-. 
of the ſupplies already voted, and thoſe that remained to 
voted for the ſervice of the current year, ſtating them 
cle by article, and at length caſting up the ſeveral groſs 
zunts, he made the total nearly twenty-one Millions. 
er naming the army, the army extraordinaries, the ordi- 
y and extraordinary of the navy, the ordnance and the 
ious other uſual ſervices, he ſaid that what ſerved to ſwell 
ſupply to nearly twenty-one millions, was the inheritance 
the deficiencies of the laſt year's ways and means, and 
icularly the failure of the taxes, He ftated what the 
d tax had fallen ſhort, and ſaid that he had come down to 
eſs, that the tax on houſes had, as gentlemen might ſee 
n papers on the table, failed for the two years very conſi- 
ably. In the firſt year it had been given for 260,000], and 
produce of it had not amounted to quite 100,000]. The 
year, 1779, it had alſo fallen ſhort, but not exactly in 
ſame proportion. Gentlemen had at different times been 
remely ſevere on that tax, aud termed it unproductive, 
tial and unjuſt. He was free to own, that though neither 
thoſe epithets was due to the tax itſelf, becauſe its not 
ng produQtive, nor its been partial, did not ariſe from its 
nciple, yet it had certainly failed in its operation, and 
refore it in ſome degree merited what had been ſaid of it, 
e fault as far as he had been able to trace it, was aſoribe- 
e ſolely to an erroneous and improper collection of it. 
e tax itſelf he ftill approved, and he was ſure it might be 
dered both productive and efficient. The collectors and 
lors down in the country had not done their duty, and 
nce its having failed hitherto. They had taken the rents 
Houſes by an improper eſtimate, and in conſequence the 
Wuce had fallen ſhort, and the payments had been partially 
ve, but he begged leave to ſay, that although it had from 
mode of its being collected, proved favourable to the 
„ it was not for that, nor for any reaſon, to be complained - 
4 having oppreſſed the poor. He ſaid further, that he 
deen induced to adopt the mode of collection by parochial 
lors and collectors, as an experiment how far the moſt 
ent and leaſt diſagreeable way of receiving it from the ſub- 
* would anſwer the deſired end; nor was he at all ſorry 
t he had tried the experiment, although the event had 
ved, chat had it not been governed by the rents of houſes, 
or. XVII. 5 d but 
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but taken by the more certain, though leſs agreeable ry 
the window tax, it would have exceeded in the produce h 
conſiderable ſum, the ſum for which it was given, 
wine tax his Lordſhip declared, had alſo fallen ſhort, in 
pearance, but he would not ſay in reality, becauſe the 
ciency might be owing ſolely to the quantity of wine deſg 
to be imported, not having been imported by the time wiy 
the account was made up to, in conſequence of the f 
waiting at the ports where the wines were put on boui 
conſiderable time, either for convoy, or in conſequence 
their being detained from failing, for ſome other n 
What therefore the produce fel} ſhort laſt year might ben 
up this. The deficiencies of the taxes upon the wholt 
the year before the laſt, his Lordſhip ſtated at about f 
hundred thouſand pounds. The deficiencies of the tue 
ar, at near two hundred thouſand pounds. 
He ſaid that the great and heavy expence of then 
having — encreaſed the debt of the navy, it hu 
uſual had its effect upon navy bills, which were for t 
reaſon at a large diſcount ; he propoſed therefore to ij 
a million and a half of the navy debt, by exchequer! 
He mentioned thirteen thouſand pounds paid the Afr 
Company laft year, as a ſum to be deducted from the am 
of the parts of the ſupply - not already voted, becauſet 
having been moved laſt {fon after the budget, was" 
upon addreſs, and therefore ſtood charged in the pr 
account, under the head of monies paid upon addreſs t 
Majeſty, and not with the reſt of the reſolutions d 
Committee of Supply. 
After very copiouſly detailing every part of the ſug 
his Lordfhip came to the ways and means by which he 
poſed to provide for the amount of the ſupplies, and fil 
mentioned the ſame number of exchequer bills as he 
made a part of laſt year's wavs and means; next the land 
malt tax, and then the diſpoſ.ble monies ariſing out d 
ſinking fund; ſtating them thus: 


| Ways and Means, 1780. {Wb to: 
Exchequer bills, - - 3.408 cot 
Land and malt tax, - - 2% eſpe 
From the ſink ing fund, - - 2, 0% p] 


Which, with the intended loan of - 2, %% % 7: 


Would amount to — - 20,050 


DEBATES 


; Lordſhip deſcanted on each of the above heads as he 
oned them, giving his reafons for making the ſame uſe 
chequer bills as he had made the Jaſt year; and declaring 
the ſinking fund afforded a moſt comfortable proſpect. 
hen went into a diſcuſſion of the Joan itſelf, accounting 


its being ſo large a ſum, and informing the committee 


he had entertained hopes of not having occaſion to bor- 
ſo much this year, from an expectation of being able to 
a very conſiderable reſource from the Eaſt India Com- 
; he ſaid that the propoſitions which had been ſubmit- 
> him, and which doubtleſs had been ſeen by every gen- 


vn preſent, appeared to be a proper ground for a treaty 


h might have been brought to a point upon due confe- 
and conſideration, ſo as to have enabled him to have 
to Parliament for a ratification of them that year, but 

a difference of opinion had ariſen among the proprietors, 

hat the matter was at an end for the preſent. It might 

ver ſonn be thought right by Parliament to give the 
any the three years notice, as the charter would expire 
ree years from the 5th of April next; for certainly the 

c had a right to look for very conſiderable reſources from 

erritorial revenues in India, all of which were, in his 

on, the property of the public, but he believed it was 

niverſal opinion that the public had at leaſt a right to a 
pation of the profits, The treaty, however, being 
n off for the preſent, he had made the bargain for a 

ff twelve millions, and he the rather did it, becauſe he had 
made him for the loan of twenty millions; he thought 
ter thereſore to take it at a Jarge ſum this year and leave 

the Joan of the next year to be propoſed, he hoped not 

m, but by his ſucceſſor in office, to be more eaſy, which 

Koubted!y from many cauſes would be. It might poſ- 
de ſaid, that it was eaſy to talk of twenty millions, but 
thoſe who had offered it, men capable of making goed 
nditions? He did aſſure the Houſe upon his honour, 
mong all thenames entered in his books, there were not 

for more than one million of the whole twenty, which 
not the names of men whom he knew to be ſubſtantial 
eſpectable characters; men capable of giving ſecurity 

mplying with the conditions of the loan. a 


ns he conſequently could have anſwered for, and gen- 
thence would ſee that his great difficulty had been, 
o raiſe the money, but how to ſtrike off from the ſum 
0, and from the numbers that offered to be e 
0 
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ſo as to divide it ſatisfactorily. The terms of the loan 
he propoſed to the committee were theſe : 


Annuity irredeemable for ſeven years, at 4]. per 
cent. taken at - - 144 
Long annuity for eighty years, at 11. 16s. 3d. taken 
at 16 years - - 200 
Four lottery tickets (of a lottery conſiſting of 
48,000 tickets) for every 10c0l, ſubſcribed, equal 
to a profit of - - T 


100 
The 4 per cents. to be pay able from the 5th of [ay 


After ſtating this collectively, his Lordſhip ſpoke pi 
larly to each of its three diſtia&t parts. Witn regard u 
firſt, the four per cent. annuity, he ſaid, it had ben 
wiſh to have raiſed the loan at five per cent. but thi 
monied men in the city, men highly reſpectable in ac 
mercial point of view, objected to it, and gave their re 
among others, they had ſtated, that it would not be: Wa 
pleaſagt thing to have a five per cent. annuity done | 
par, and different ſuppoſed valuations were put upon it, 
would then have taken it at the next gradation 41. and: eve 
but the very ſame objections gentlemen would ſe be! 
gainſt that. In fact, the ſum to be borrowed was a lax m1 


he was the borrower and the monied men the lenders, tit l fo 
ſult therefore was, that the latter prevailed, and, tho 
had not at all changed his ſentiments, and would rec ing 
it to his ſucceſſors to try again to borrow at 5 per cen lal 1 
cauſe it did not follow that what could not be procured WA arg 
might not be procured at another time, he was nowl 4 0 

ned 


the neceſſity of 8 it at the mn. rag) he could get ih 
was 4 per cent, He ſtated, why he took their p pe 
74, and then proceeded to ſpeak to the long annull) 
- claring, he was aware that it would be objected to hit ler, 
he was guilty of inconſiſtency ; that he had always A 
againſt long annuities, and therefore it was very exti 
nary that he ſhould himſelf come down to parliamen 
propoſe that very thing which he had repeatedly condel 
It was very true, that he had expreſſed a diſlike of lag 
nuities; it was no leſs true that he felt the ſame dill 


them-at that moment. But exery thing depended um 
ag cums 


occurred, which rendered a long annuity for ſo ſmall a 
25 11, 16s. 3d. preferable to a ſhort annuity. 

is Lordſhip gave his reaſons at full length, and after 
ours that he propoſed as one part of his budget, a lot- 


confi 
why he preferred a 4 per cent. annuity to an addition to 


and times of payment of the loan, reciting them thus: 
een pounds per cent. to be paid on Saturday next. Ten 
xds on May 26. Ten pounds June 23. Ten pounds July 
Fifteen pounds on the 15th of Auguſt. Ten pounds on 
ember 24. Ten pounds October 24, and ten pounds on 
4th of November. 

e afterwards ſtated that the firſt payment for the lottery 
was to be made on the 20th of May; the ſecond on the 
of July ; the third on the 12th of September; and the 
th and laſt on the 20th of October. 

le took notice of the uſual effect that a large loan had 
ys on change when it was firſt heard of, and ſaid, 
as ſoon as the terms were known in the morning, buſi- 
was done upon it, and that he underſtood the 4 per cent. 
ity had fallen to 72, and the long annuity to 271. reduc- 
the bonus from four to under one per cent. He had ſince, 
ever learnt, that the price had riſen up to 2 per cent. 

he had no manner of doubt but it would get up in a little 
much higher, as had beea the caſe laſt year, and indeed 
| former years, 

lis Lordſhip contended that the preſent bargain, notwith- 

ling the largeneſs of the ſum was conſiderably more be- 

1al to the public than the loan of the laſt year; and when 

largeneis of the ſum was conſidered, that ſurely was a. 
ter of no ſmall moment. He ſaid, the intereſt that re- 

ned to be r for, amounted to 697, oool. that it 

it poſſibly be expected, he ſhould then propoſe the taxes, 

he produce of which he meant to pay it. As it was 4 
ter, which, he declared, would ablige him to go into a 
h longer diſcuſſion than the lateneſs of the hour would 

ut of, he muſt defer it to another day. Wedneſday, he 

rved, would be occupied by the honourable gentleman's 

for the reformation of the civil eſtabliſhment ; he had 


not oppoſe its going into the committee, He certaigly 
ald not, though he ſhould hold himſelf free to diſcuſs it a8 
3 8 


well 


ances, and it did ſo happen juſt now that various rea- 


ing of 48, ooo tickets, in order to raiſe 480, oool. 


per cent. funds, proceeded to a declaration of the man- 


y given his honour that he would not oppoſe it, that 
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new taxes, and ſuch as there was an appearance and a pro 
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well as any other honourable gentleman, while it was wh 
the 'confideration of the committee; but as that bill foods 
Wedneſday, he would, with the leave of the Houſe, pro 
the taxes on the next open day, viz on Friday. Thus ny 
however he would ſay then, that heretofore he had prop 


bility of —_ out efficient and productive, without ny 
burthening the ſubje& ; now, let te conſequence be whaj 
might, let the oppoſition to them, or the clamour raiſe] 
them, either within doors, or without, be ever ſo great, 
the preſſure of them be complained of, as loudly as poſſth 
he was determined to propoſe none but ſubſtantial tay 
taxes which being governed by certain and almoſt indubi 
ble rules, ſhould carry with them the ſtrongeſt probability 
fully anſwering the ſums for which they were given. 
a variety of argument in additional proof, that the houſe 
might be rendered an efficient tax, and in aſſerting, tha 
meant to regulate it in ſuch a manner, and by ſuch an 
mode of collection, that it ſhould be ſufficient in ſut 
his Lordſhip concluded with moving a reſolution, com 
hending the heads of what he had ſtated. 
The motion was read by the chairman; after which N 
Fox roſe, and remarked that the noble Lord had exultin 
compared the terms of the preſent loan with thoſe of the! 
of laſt year, ironically complimenting him upon having co 
pared it with the worſt loan that ever had been made in 
country. He ſaid, that this loan being better than a wad 
loan, was no proof that it was a good one in itſelf, Then 
ble Lord had boaſted of having nineteen millions offered 
him, and had afterwards told the committee, that he bet 
the borrower, and the monied men the lenders, he had le 
obliged to make the beſt terms he could, and to take the 
ſent ; though he had wiſhed for terms exceedingly differe 
This, Mr, Fox ſaid, was an irreconcileable argument. 
ſhould have thought a man who had found a difficulty, 
in obtaining a loan large enough, but in ſtriking off ir 
the ſum offered, and the number of perſons defiring to len 
might have made his own terms, and not felr the uſual al 
culties of a borrower, becauſe as the noble Lord ſtated the a 
the lenders were the party obliged and not the public. 
noble Lord however had acted as the borrower indeed! 
what had the noble Lord given as a bonus to the lenden 
Not as the noble Lord had ſtated it, a bonus of 4 pet c 
No ſuch thing; the noble Lord had given the enormous x 


pf eighteen per cent, to the ſubſcribers ; this aſſertion 
Fox reſted altogether on the preſent value of money ; de- 
ng that as the 3 per cents. thereon were at 60l. money 
clearly and decidedly at 5 per cent, the noble Lord there- 
ought to have taken the 4 per cents. at 80 inſtead of 74, 
the long annuity at 5 inſtead of 29. Add to this the 
ur on the lottery tickets, and the 11. 158. for prompt 
ent, He attacked the noble Lord for having uſed the 
\ trite excuſe, that he had made the beſt bargain he could 
he publick, and ſaid, he had as uſual followed the ad- 
oc that fide of the Houſe the year after it was given; 
0 fide of the houſe having laſt year particularly recom- 
ed long annuities, which the noble Lord thought pro- 
| hen to reprobate, though he had now thought Page to 
ehe idea, and make it a part of his budget. He ad- 
d to what the noble Lord had ſaid relative to the Eaſt- 
a company, and declared it had been hinted at, that the 
aim of the noble Lord, was to afſume the patronage of 
ompany, an l not to come to any treaty, the baſis of 
h was the advantage of the public. Here he alſo threw 
an aſſertion, that the firſt Lord of the admiralty, and 
treaſury, were notoriouſly complained of as endeavour- 
o manage all queſtions at the India houſe rejoicing that 
proprietors had lately defeated them. | 
e mentioned the neceſſity of the Committee's being ſa- 
, not merely whether the terms of the loan now pro- 
were better than the terms of the laſt, but alſo how far 
rge a ſum of money as twenty-one millions was neceſſary, 
whether the enormous ſums already voted had been ho- 
ly and duly applied. He obſerved, that the extraordi- 
s of the army had been a chief part of the public ex- 
ture, and defired gentlemen to ſee how great a part of 
curſed extraordinaries were occafioned by the American 
calling upon the committee to demand an explicit an- 
from miniſters, whether they meant to purſue that dam- 
e and deteſted war any longer, and pointing out how 
y millions had been appropriated to that ſervice for the 
laſt years, though there had not been a fingle ſtroke 
k there the whole of the laſt campaign; that on the 
ay it had been an inactive campaign; as to the Ameri- 
dhe only thing we had done upon the Continent being 
den protection of Savannah from falling into the hands of the 
ceogich. Mr. Fox in very ſtriking colours contraſted the be- 
1 0 al adyantages of a war with France and Spain (our na- 
tural 
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tural foes) with the injuries even of ſucceſs againſt the 
ricans ; ſhewing that on a peace every American ſhip 
had deſtroyed, would turn out a loſs to our trade ; why 
on the contrary, every ſhip we either deſtroyed or took 
our Bourbon foes, was a material advantage, and a may 
acquiſition to our own ſtrength. He appealed to the 
mittee whether every ſhilling that was deſired for cim 
on the war vigorouſly againſt France and Spain was not 
cordially, moſt chearfully granted, and whether every x 
appropriated to the American war was not given withny 
and with the moſt ſerious diſſatisfaction. He declared, 
were it poſſible for the Houſe of Commons that infty 
come to a deciſive and a diſtinct vote on the queſtion, vf 
ther the war with America ought or ought not to be q 
. nued any longer, he did in his honour and conſcience he 
that a very great majority would vote, for putting an 
the America war immediately. He ſaid, he rejoiced 
heartily in our late glorious ſucceſſes over the Frend 
Spaniards, and he hoped to God, miniſters would han 
wiſdom to make a fit uſe of them, to point the war withe 
poſſible exertion againſt theſe our natural enemies. | 
ſerved that we had taken and deſtroyed nine ſail of tie 
of the enemy, and our own navy was in conſequence ſtraf 
ened with the addition of fix fail of the line, This vn 
ſtantial, real advantage: this, if properly purſued might" 
us what was deſirable to all men, who felt a real low 
their country, a laſting, a ſafe, and an honourable e 
Continuing the war with America never could prodis 
ſame ſalutary effect. He ſpoke of Sir George Rodney whe 
. warmeſt terms of praiſe, and ſaid if miniſters delapedt 
longer in appointing him to the vacant place of lieutt 
general of marines, he hoped his honourable friend 
renew the motion made by. him the laſt week, and with 
on what had been ſaid by the noble Lord in the blue re" 
who had himſelf declared, that the place alluded to, ent 
no means too much, or too high a reward, for vir G 
Rodney's merit. If miniſters did delay the appointments 
above brave Admiral, to the place in queſtion, they 
give authority to the blackeſt ſuſpicĩons which had ala 
abroad, and which impartial men, both without dom ** 
within, could ſearcely reſiſt admitting the force of. 
he was not in the Houſe when an honourable _ | 
_ deemed the minifters timid for not employing Sir H 
liſer. Surely the honourable gentleman had forgot what 


n 
| vear. Miniſters he underſtood had not only defended 

ugh, but that they had cenſured the court martial for 
ſentence ſo honourable to the Admiral his worthy rela- 
in, and ſo ignominious to his falſe accuſer. The honou- 
dle gentleman who had adviſed that a character ſo univer- 
ly Freſted in the navy ſhould be employed again, ſeemed 
have forgot, that ſo conſcious was that perſon. of the inten- 
on and feelings of the Houſe towards him, that he had re- 
ned the very employment which all men joined in wiſhing 
{ee beſtowed on Sir George Rodney, becauſe he was con- 
nced, that if he did not reſign it, that Houſe would have 
ed an addreſs to the King, defiring that he might be 
ipped of it. Mt, Fox dwelt for ſome time on an aflertion, 
at the miniſters had deceived the public from year to year : 
likewiſe made a great many more aſſertions, and uſed a 
al more argument, | 


eived; that it were better in caſes where they petitioned 
properly, to {ay at once, ©* no; your requeſt is imptoper, 
jd therefore cannot be complied with,” than to lead them 
with falſe hopes, or be guilty of the ſmalleſt degree of 
lacy or double dealing. 


reſolation of ſuch great extent in matters of ſupply, as the 
jotion then under conſideration, and recommended voting 
e loan piece-theal, as the public ſervice ſhould from time to 
me require it, Sir George reprehended the noble Lord for 
aking the motion for à commiſhon of accounts ſo indelicately 
t of the hands of Colonel Barre. 


(ſured the Houſe that he would move an enquiry, He alſo 
ent at large into the affair of Lord Pigot's being impriſoned 
n India, and the circuniſtances of his Katz, ſtating the trial 
f the culprits, the nature of the judgment, and the extent 
It the ſentence, accuſing the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, 

d the Secretary of the Treaſury, of undue influence at 
be India-Houſe and elſewhere. 


ale of Sir Hugh Palliſer the firſt convenient rtunit 
Vor. XVII | E e * Fer 
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Mr. Cormwall ſaid, that it was the principle of his poli- Mr. C- 
conduct and opinions, that the people ought never to be 


dir George Savile urged the neceſſity of giving the peti- Sir George 
oners ſome aſſurance of relief previous to the agreeing to Si. 


Admiral Pigot ſeverely cenſured Sir Hugh Palliſer, entered Admiral 
to a profeſſional attack upon his defence on his trial, and Pigæ. 


Mr, Pulteney declared he was glad to hear the honourable Mr. Pa 
amiral affure the committee he would fully go into the ng. 


Ir. Larrell. and corrupt practices reſpecting the election of memben n 
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For his own part, he thought Sir Hugh a very deſery; 
officer, and Hintere — 7 not to — for their the, 
dity in employing him, 
e commitee on the motion. 
Noes 28 Ayes 102 
The Hon. Mr. Luterell complained of divers undy 


ſerve in Parliament for the borough of Milbourne Port j 
the county of Somerſet, at the approaching general elcQia, 
committed by the Right Honourable Frederick Lord Nom, 
chancellor of his Majeſty's exchequer, and others aQting 
his agents in the ſaid tranſactiog.“ 

Mr. Luttrell afterwards moved, for eight perſons to 2. 
tend, in order to be examined at the bar of the Houſe, Tre 
Mr. Luttrell on this occaſion ſaid, the Houſe will pe. 
mit me to aſk attention for a few minutes, on a ſubjtd 
which however it may ſeem in the introduction of it merdy 
to touch an individual, and that individual—myſelf; ye, 
when fully ftated, and weighed in your minds, I to t 
will be found to involve a moſt important public concen; 
eſpecially in the preſent critical ſituation of the government 
of this country, and at the eve of an expiring Partins 
I ſhall, as concifely as poſſible, ſtate ſome principal fach 
in ſupport of which, evidence is ready for your bar, a 
which evidence will (I preſume) come forth clear, ſubſta- 
tial, and decifive ; as it certainly ought, on a charge 
high criminality thus moved againſt the moſt exalted a 
decorated character of your own body, and who alſo is ti 
firſt confidential ſervant of the crown—I mean the nobl: 
Lord facing me with the blue ribbon, The current (cſi 
is the fixth during which I have ſat here as member for Mi: 
bourne Port; and though in political meaſures, uniform! 
and entirely guided by my own free ſentiments, yet have Iben 
ſo fortunate as to find my Parliamentary conduct appro 
of by thoſe who ſent me hither ; and their unſolicited publi 
* were ſome time fince tranſmitted to me in terms is 
moſt flattering and the moſt reſpectful. Not only have |,® 
occaſion might offer, experienced the good wiſhes of ti 
ſeveral electors and inhabitants, but alſo in a iar ma- 
ner, thoſe of Mr. Thomas Medlycott, heretofore a meme 
of this Houſe, who owns a conſiderable eftate in the boroup 
of Milbourne, from which he reſides ſcarcely a hundred ya 
diſtant. He has, as well by letter as otherwiſe, repeated) 
acknowledged ' ſfervice to him performed on my part, ? 

30's pro 
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oſeſſed towards me the moſt grateful return and zealous 
ttachment; particularly for what might regard my future 
oanection with the ſame conſtituents I now repreſent; in- 
much, that about two years ago he ſignified his hopes in 
Writing, that I ſhould keep, by the moſt unexceptionable 
enure, the. ſeat I now hold, till his eldeft ſon, aged about 
leren, ſhould at leaft attain twenty-one years. Thus cir- 
umſtanced, and in habits of confidence and friendſhip with 
e borough in general, it was not till the late Chriſtmas re- 
eſs that ? could harbour the leaſt doubt of my being again 
lected for Milbourne Port. To my extreme aſtoniſhment 
then learnt, that a treaty between the firſt Lord of the 
Treaſury and Mr, Medlycott, for the ſale and purchaſe of 
e borough repreſentation had been clandeſtinely on foot 
ver fince March laſt, when I was far enough removed from 
e ſpot by a cloſe attendance on my duty here. One ſeat 
vas, it ſeems, agreed for on a diflolution, in exchange for 
weighty purſe of gold; but, to ſeduce a worthy {ſet of 
jeople from their rivetted predilection in my behalf, * 
phich it can be made apparent ſtill ſubſiſts there) almoſt to 
man; and above all, to over- rule every tye of probity 
nd good faith in the breaſt of a perſon of Mr. Medlycott's 
rank and deſcription, was not very eaſy to compaſs: yet was 
his the avowed paramount obje&t of the noble Lord 1n the 
blue ribbon from the beginning of the treaty ; and it was 
ully expreſſed by his Lordſhip's agents and attornie 
* At any coſt Mr, Luttrell muſt be removed. Lord North 
determined to purſue him to any borough for which he may 
offer himſelf a candidate.” The noble Lord acted but fairly 
0 conſider me an irreclaimable enemy to him in his political 
tation; and he did me an honour, of which, in the midſt 
pf all his perſecution, I feel exultingly proud, when, amidſt 
2 great and formidable minority of above 200, he thought 
It worth while to hunt down ſo inconſiderable an opponent 
as myſelf, at the expence too of ſuch pains—ſuch malignity 
ind baſe corruption, though probably there are many others 


* marked out for the ſame purſuit ;—it required the lure of a 
u- Writ miniſter's dignified fituation and power, joined with the 
vcr mediate practical influence of the diſpenſer of ſecret-ſer- 
gl ee-money (I allude to a ſecretary of the Treaſury) to 
06 WWenthral this r over-matched country gentleman, Mr. 
dr Mcdlycort. 3 it ſeems, beſet with a miſcellaneous 
7 rew of evil ſpirits, ſuch as you may have ſeen painted in a 
rd the preternatural aid of 


emptation of St. Anthony, but wante 
Ee 2 
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the like divine grace; therefore at the end of a' fix many 

fiege, he ſurrendered to the noble Lord, not (I beliew 

without condition munificent in the extreme, ſuch as becm 

the miniſter of a rich and generous nation to beftoy ih 

ſuch ſalutary ftate purpoles ; I ſpeak feelingly, I hope 

too warmly, on this matter, A conſideration of my pd. 

lic duty has cauſed this open mode of meeting the injn, 

perhaps not the moſt adviſeable to fruſtrate the hoſtile wen 

of the noble Lord on the day of election. If the ſuffery 

of a private perſon were not totally abſorbed in the inſult y 

Parliament, and to the country at large, 1 might dwell funk: 

on this ſignal act of oppreflion. It is ſurely no illaudit 

ambition to aſpire to a feat here, upon independent, cork. 

turional principles: but who on thoſe principles can {uf 

his ground among you, if ſuch an attack be endured at tu 

hands, which may diſtribute honorary and pecuniary gn 

tuities, together with 1 * and penſions, without contro 

and without account? I have now only to add, be fore I mon 

ſummonſes for the evidence in proof, that I had not event 

leaſt qiſtant hint or ſurmiſe of any negociation of this u. 

ture, in which Lord North was a party, when I more! 

ſtanding reſolution now on your journals; to which the nolk 

Lord ante at the time, and. which ſeems ſo aptly to ft 

preſent caſe: that reſolution occurred to me as proper, un 

conſidering the petition from Middleſex, for ſecuring tk 
independence of Parliament. | 

Lerd North. Lord North in reply faid, he was perfectly aftonilh 

"© when the honourable gentleman began to inform the Hou 

that he had a charge to make againſt him for undue pm 

tices with the borough of Milbourne Port. The honouralk 

gentleman had not Rated any one ſpecific fact, which w 

capable of an anſwer ; it was impoſſible therefore for hin 

ſay more at preſent than that he cared not how ſoon, nor hol 

fully the charge was gone into, conſcious of his own im ou 

cence, and perfectly ſatisfied, that whenever the day of er 

quiry came, it would be manifeſted to the whole Howl 

he honourable gentleman had accuſed him of cruelly pt 

ſecuting him, and that it had been declared , he was dete. 

mined to follow him to any borough for which he mig 

offer himſelf 'a candidate ;”” he did aſſure the honour 

gentleman he never had the moſt diſtant intention of pt 

— him, much leſs of preventing his having a feat l 

that Houſe; whether he had or had not, would be the 9e 

laſt object of his conſideration; and as to the words impor 


# 


A D-YLAT.L 5 


a n, they certainly never were ſpoken either by him or 
authority; leaſt of all ſhould he have thought of 
ring with the honourable gentleman's return for Mil- 
e Port, to an excluſive election for which place he 
ot doubt he was fully entitled by having a large houſe, 
large eſtate in the neighbourhood ; by old connections, 
cquaintance, great intimacy, and great regard! After 
ng this irony for ſome time, his Lordſtiip ſeriouſly 
he wiſhed the motion to be carried ; that he was ready 


aſſert and prove his innocence without the leaſt pre- 
on, though he was ſure all the preparation the honour- 
ntleman could defire, would not enable him to ſupport 


arge, 


contempt, and ſaid he had neither affected great 
„ nor long connection with the electors of Milbourne 
that the tenour by which he held his ſeat for that 
gh was built on a much nobler bafis than that of 
he held it by the tenour of a conſiſtent line of con- 
in that Houſe, governed ſolely by principle; and by 
nour of having diſdained every idea of perſonal in- 
in oppoſition to the particular advantage of his con- 
ts, and the general good of the people at large. 
dope, on which he had reſted an expeQation of being re- 
for Milbourne Port, aroſe from his having received 
animous and unſolicited thanks of his conſtituents, 
ell of thoſe who had oppoſed, as of thoſe who had 
ted him in his election) for his Parliamentary con- 


and from his being conſcious of his having, from 
" day he took his ſeat to that hour, perſiſted uniform- 
1 that line of conduct which had gained him a teſti- 


of the eſteem and good opinion of his conſtituents, 
jourable and ſo flattering to him as the unanimous 
i approbation which he had mentioned. 


et the enquiry, being moſt perfectly convinced, he 
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Luttrell in reply, rejected the noble Lord's ſneer lr. Latrel. 
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Lord North preſented to the Houſe the following PAPER: tt 


To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes in! 


ment aſſembled. 


An Account of all ſubſiſting Penſions granted by the Crown, 


pleaſure, or otherwiſe, and payable at the Exchequer; jp 
the amount of ſuch penſions reſpectively, and the times wha 


the perſons to whom ſuch penſions were granted. 
Out of his Majefty's Civil Lift Revenues, 
Annuities and Salaries, 


Edward Lord Thurlow, lord chancellor, by patent, 
Feb. 11, 1779; ſalary commenced June 3, 1778, 
Sir Fletcher Norton, knight, chief Juſtice in Eyre 
north of Trent, by patent, March 21, 1709; by 

privy ſeal, May 16, 1769; commenced March 21, 


I - - 
F _— Earl of Hertford, lord chamberlain of the 
houſhold, by privy ſeal, February 21, 1767; falary 
commenced December 1, 17066, - 
William Earl Talbot, lord ſteward of the houſhold, by 
p ĩvy wy, July 3, 1761, falary commenced March 
25, 1701, - - - 
William Luke of Queenſbury, firft lord of police, by 
privy ſeal, December 21, 1976 ; falary commenced 
Jan. 28, 1776, 8 ; _ 
James Earl of Lauderdale, a lord of police, by privy 
ſeal, February 18, 1776; ſalary commenced Janu- 
ary 28, 1776, - - 
John Earl of Galloway, another lord of police, by 
privy ſeal, March 10, 1774; falary commenced 
September 24, 1773, = - 
George Earl of Dalhovhie, ' another, by privy ſeal, 
March 4, 1775; falary commenced Feb. 17, 1775, 
David Earl of Leven, another, by privy ſeal, July 1, 
1773; falary commenced June 21, 1773, - 
Alexander Fraſer, eſq. one of the gentlemen of police, 
by privy ſeal, April 21, 1763; falary commenced 
March 23, 1703, * 
Sir Robert Menzies, bart. another, by privy ſeal, 
April 21, 1763, ſalary commenced Mar. 23, 1763, 
Thomas Dundas, eſq. another, by privy ſcal, Feb. 5, 
1771; ſalary commenced Oct. 5, 1770. - 
Sir John Halker, bart. another, by privy ſeal, June 10, 
1779 ; falary commenced April 5, 1779, 


1. 4 
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| bh . d. 
Coutts and Thomas Coutts, ſecretary to the com- 
Wogers of police, by privy ſeal, Auguſt 21, . : 
menced from Oct. 25, 1760, 600 Oo © 
Total of annuities, - 17,706 13 4 
Stipends and perquiſites. 
Maſkelyne, D. D. profeſſor of aſtronomy, by 
y ſeal, - [ty 15, 1765; commenced from 
ary 6, 1765, _ - 320 0 © 
rs of the Ile of Man, an ancient yum in per- 
Ity, 100 0 0 
of Cheſter, for four preachers, by ava ſeal, 
mber 3, 1701, - 200 0 0 
ity of Oxford, an ancient grant in perpetuity, 10 0 0 
pr of divinity in the ſaid univerſity, ditto, - as i 
t law, do. - - 40. 0 o 
phyſic, do. 40 0 0 
Noel, D. D. profeſſor of hiſtory in the ſaid 
rity, by ſign manual, Nov. 11, 17723 com- 
ed from March 26, 1771, 400 0 © 
ty of Cambridge, an ancient grant in perpetuity, 10 © 0 
or a preacher, do. - — 0 
or of divinity in the * 3 do. - - as 
{ law, do, - 40 0 © 
| phyſic, do. 40 0 0 


14 eſq. profeſſor of hiſtory in the ſaid v uni- 
y f manual, February 25, 1773; * 
4 Fn 


vember 26, 1771, 400 © © 
Martin, A. M. profeſſor of botany in the ſaid 
ity, by privy ſeal, Aug. 15, 1774; ſtipend 
enced from January 5, 1772, - 100 0 0 
College, an ancient grant in . 14 
lege, do. — 6 6 
pf Macclesfield, for a preacher, by * ſeal, | 
1761, 50 0 o 
Kc Chapter of Litchfield, an ancient grant in * 
J, 10 0 


do. do. — — Is © 
the Tower, do. - — 6 13 
s of the Savoy, do. — — 60 O 
aſter of Southwell, do. + - 10 © 
St. Botolph, do. — — 7 
t. John the Baptiſt, do. — - 7 


2 
0 
4 
o 
2 
0 
4 
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Ditto of St. Michael, do. — 12 b 
Ditto of St. Magnus, do. - - 21 
Chriſt's Hoſpital, do. - - \ 
Corporation of Dartmouth, do. - — 40 
Corporation of Lyme Regis, an ancient grant in perpetuity, 100 
Ditto of Berwick, do. - - 100 
Sir John Hynd Cotton, bart. do. - - of 
The heirs of Colonel Fairfax, do. - — 1% c 
Ditto of Nicholas Y ates, do. — | 100 oc 
Richard Dickſon Lyllington, preacher at Hampron- 


Court, ſtipend commenced June 16, 1767, 40 | 
Thomas Thurlow, B. D. maſter of the Temple, by 
patent, May 225 1773, ſtipend commenced May = 
1773, 
John, 2 Biſhop of Sarum, Chancellor of the Garter, 
by privy ſeal, __y 3. 2766 enced OR. 25, Act 
1760, 


Total of ſtipends and perpetuites, + 


Real payments for penſions. 

Thomas, Duke of Leeds, by patent, Aug. 20, 1774, 
penſion commenced from March 15, 1774, - ſer 

William Henry, Earl of Rochford, by patent, Decem- 
ber 29, 1775, to commence Nov. 10, 1775, 

Thomas Hutchinſon, eſq. by privy ſeal, __ 28, 
1775, to commence May 17, 1774, 

George, Duke of St. Alban, granted by King Charles 
the Second, in lieu of the duty on logwood, = chec 

Ditto, by patent, Nov, 18, 1778, to commence from 

a. - 

Sir Richard Sutton, bart. by , Jan. 5, 1769, 
commenced OR. 1, 1773, 

Lovel Stanhope, eſq. by patent, April 18, 1771, com- 
menced Jan. 22, 1771, - 

Lord Racy, by privy ſeal, * 18, 1769, enced 
March 9, 1 768, 

Lord Gray, by privy ſeal, July 8, 1761, commenced 
Oct. 25, 1765, 

Lord Forbes, by privy ſeal, as above, 

Lady Mary Campbell, by privy ſeal, July 8, Er, 
gol. a year; by privy ſeal, July 8, 1766, gol, a 
year, by privy ſeal, June 3, 1768, gol. a year, = 


nz 
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21 

a J. 4 <> 
, Farl of Crawfurd, by privy ſeal, July 8, 7708, 

a hea Oct. 25, 1760, 350 O © 


— — — 


» 


Total of real penſions, 13857 © 0 


Other penſions paid at the Exchequer. 
Out of the revenue of 4+ per cent 
of Glouceſter, by privy ſeal, June 30, 1767, 


commence April 5, 1567, 9000 o o 
of Kinnoul, an ancient grant in perpetuity, - 1000 © o 
1 Chatham, by patent, Nov. 25, 1761, to com- 
nce Oct. 10, 1761, - - 30:0 © o 
Ellis, late governor of Nova-Scotia, ſign manual, 
| e 23, 1764, to commence from Michaelmas, 1763, 300 0 0 
el ier, ſign manual, Feb. 5, 1766, to com. 
ace Jan. 5, 1706, - - 200- © © 
5 3 
| 13500 © © 
Out of the aggregate . WE: 
of Glouceſter, by act, 7 Geo. II. 8000 © © 
of Cumberland, do. 8000. o © 
„ fentatives of Arthur Onſlow, Eſq. by aft, 
5eo, III. 3000 0 © 
0 Earl of Chatham, by act, 18 Geo, III. - 4000 © o 
0 23000 O 
0 Wchequer, March 2, 1780. ROB. JENNINGS, 
q 
4 
p 
0 % 
OL, XVII. FF 21 
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0 
00 
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780. rn 
| March 7. 


Je of Commons of the number of ſeamen and marines 

red on board the ſeveral ſhips of war on the iſt of 

ary, to the 1ft of December, 1779, on a medium each 
th, diſtinguiſhing the ſeamen from the marines,” 


Won, and begged the attention of the Houſe for a few _ 
ente, while he endeayoured to convince them, that the 
on then read was fallacious, and like every other motion 
fimilar nature, which had from year to year, for many 
s paſt, been moved by the ſame honourable gentteman 
neither more nor leſs than an attempt to deceive and 
ed Parliament, and to deceive and miſlead the public. 
eclared, that the motion would not bring before the Houſe 
ort of information, which was ſo particularly neceffary 
Wis time, and which it effected to call for. He defired 
Houſe to remember, that the matter then under confi- 
jon, was not a navy queſtion, but a motion which was 
lated, if properly worded, to bring forward an account 
very eſſential part of that enormous expenditure which 
been voted in the committee of ſupply the preceding 
ing; it therefore was particularly worthy the conſidera- 
of every gentleman who paid or wiſhed to pay the leaft 
tion to the petitions then on the table, and who pro- 
| himſelf ready at all times to liſten to the voice of the 
ple, He pointed out the diſtinction between the number 
amen and marines borne and victualled on board any 
and the number borne and muſtered as part of the ſhip's 
plement, ſhewing that ſoldiers on board his Majeſty's 
„ paſſengers, ſervants, or any accidental perſons, were 
e liſt of borne and victualled, but that thoſe who were 
ered were of a very different deſcription. After dwell- 
tor ſome time on this diſtinction, and repeatedly aſſert- 
that the account now moved for, would prove a mere 
y, Mr, Luttrell took occafion to attack the noble Lord 
e blue ribbon for what he had ſaid the preceding day in 
ing the budget, relative to the ſtate of the navy; when 
doble Lord had declared that the navy was at preſent the 
t in the world; that in number of ſail, ſize of ſhips, 
number of men, it exceeded all that had ever been read 
Theſe Mr, Luttrell ſaid were aſſertions which the noble 
| ſtood pledged, volumtarily pledged, to prove, but which 
ould find it extremely difficult to make out, It was 
f 2 evident 


, Buller moved, That an account be laid before the Mr. Buller. 


r. T. Luttrell roſe as ſoon as the Speaker had read the Mr. T. Luan 
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evident that the noble Lord himſelf knew very little 9 , 
matter, but pinned his faith entirely on the miſrepreſeñi 
of others, who made it a rule to miſinform and miſe 
much as poſhble, when the navy was under conſider; 
Mr. Luttrell went into an inveſtigation of the ſtate vj 
ſtate of the ſhips in the Weſt Indies, and of thoſe undrry 
George Rodney, now on his voyage to that quarter off 
gore: He ſaid, if we had ſo fine a navy as the noble |; 
ad repreſented ; if the number of our ſhips was ſo ng 
eater than uſual, why were not more ſent with dir 68 
Rodney? Why were not more ſent to replace the rotten 
now under Admiral Parker, and which were ordered hou 
Many of the ſhips in the Weſt-Indies were out of ny 
and almoſt, in their preſent condition, unkt for (er 
thoſe which were gone with Sir George Rodney were far 
moſt part ſo bad, that ſome of them could ſcarcely fyin 
the water! After deſcanting for a conſiderable time ont 
points, Mr, Luttrell declared, that he held in his Lac: 
motion which he had framed for the purpoſe of produ 
a.real and not a fictitious account, and which he would et 
move, as an amendment upon the motion, or as a motia 
itſelf. He then read his motion, which was much fuller 
the original one. He concluded with moving it as an ane 
ment, 
This gave riſe to a converſation in which Mr. Buller, | 
Brett, Kr. James Luttrell, Mr. Turner, Admiral Ke 
Mr. Penton, and ſeveral other gentlemen took part. | 
the whole the converſation was long and deſultory, but 
came out matter in the courſe of it, worthy of notice. 
Mr. Buller. Mr. Buller, and Mr. Brett contended, that the og 
motion would anſwer the end of obtaining the neceſſary Mas 
mation, hinted at by the honourable gentleman, as fu 
the amendment juſt propoſed ; each aſſigning reaons ; 
the returns in queſtion fully comprehended the entire bl 
plement of each ſhip. | | 
Mr. Lurtrell. Mr. Luttrell, and his brother, denied this, ſhewing Pape 


the liſt of borne and victualled was effentially diſtnd Ply, 
different from the liſt of thoſe muſtered as actual ſean" Wm; : 

. marines, and as part of the complement of each ſhip's, ! 
ny. 


Mr. Pn. Mr. Penton roſe, to ſpeak to the affertions of MH h 
Luttrell, relative to the bad ſtate of the ſhips ou ot cd t 
the Weſt-Indies under Sir George Rodney. He (a, WP 8. 
honourable gentleman frequently hazarded very roun! ved 


ſem 
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20s, but he was not ſo ready to ſupport his aſſertions by 
ing his facts; it was therefore no eaſy matter to reply 
im, becauſe what was merely aſſerted without proof, 
,r could not be contradicted, unleſs by eſtabliſhing a ne- 
ve, which ſurely ought not to be expected on ſuch flight 
nds, or was not worth anſwering, Thus much, how- 
he would ſay, that with reſpe& to the honourable gen- 
an's round — that there was not one of the 15 


h could ſwim in the water, he knew that aſſertion to be 
punded. 


.nted him. He had never ſaid that one of the ſhips taken 
dir George Rodney to the Weſt-Indies could not ſwim ; 
ad ſaid, that ſome of them could ſcarcely ſwim, He knew, 
ell as the honourable gentleman, that one of the ſhips 
with Sir George Rodney was a new ſhip, and another 
xceeding good condition, but this he would tell the Lord 
dmiralty who had ſo roundly contradicted him, that he 
r made any aſſertion relative to the navy in that Houſe 
ignorance, miſinformation, or flight knowledge; he 
r brought any charge of negle& of the navy, or of 
ption of the public, againſt miniſters, without being 
eftly ſure of his ground. In the caſe which the honour- 
gentleman alluded to, he ſpoke from the beſt informa- 
, and he defied the Lord of the Admiralty to diſprove 
t he was then about to aſſert, and which ſhould be a 
le fact capable of proof, and capable of an immediate 
er. Mr. Luttrell then aſſerted, that the Sandwich was 
ery bad condition, and ſo much the worſe for wear, that 
was by no means fit for the ſervice ſne was now gone 


able gentleman's aſſertion, but this anſwer he could give 
, that in all the letters from Sir George Rodney, and all 
papers relative to the fleet that had come before him of- 
ly, he had not heard the ſmalleſt complaint of the Sand- 
n; and if the fact were as the honourable gentleman had 
, he ſubmitted it to the judgment of the Houſe, he- 
it was not highly probable that Sir George Rodney 
ld have himſelf complained, as it was his own ſhip, 
led to this, he was aware that a great deal had been done 
be Sandwich before ſhe was put into commiſſion, and he 
ſed-theze was not a better thip in the navy. With re- 


4 gard 


zeorge Rodney had taken with him to the Weſt-Indies, 
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r. Luttrell accuſed Mr. Penton of having groſsly miſre- Mr.Larrell, 


r, Penton ſaid, he could not poſitively diſprove the ho- Nr. Paten. 


* 
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gard to the other ſhips, he was ſure they were in ex 
condition. 

Admiral Admiral Kzppel roſe, and ſupported all that Mr, Ly 

Keppe!l! had ſaid relative to the diſtinction between the liſt of g 

and victualled, and the liſt of borne and muſtered, | 

then ſpoke to the condition of the ſhips under Sir Ge 

Rodney, and deſtred his honourable friend the Lord d 

admiralty, not to be too ſure that they were in the beſt 

dition in the world; with regard to the Sandwich, he u 

not aſſert, becauſe he would not undertake to prove tha 

was not in a good condition, but this would tell his h. + 

able friend, who fat at the admiralty board, that ſax 

who had been on board her, and were juſt arrived f 

Gibraltar, had told him that ſhe was in very bad condi 

and fo heavy a failer, that Sir George Rodney was bid 

greatly diſſatisfied with her, and would have ſhifted haf 

and hoiſted it on board the Prince George, had ſheh 

clean. The admiral ſaid, he was perfectly aware that 

Sandwich had been copper - bottomed, and done as much c 

was poſſible for the repair of fo old a ſhip ; he had och 

cited what had been told him. He then mentioned theh 

of the ſhips in the Weſt-Indies, and ſaid, he did not i | 

their being bad was any ſybjet of complaint, bea 

they had grown bad from having been in thole ſeas, thok 

the enemy's ftood in the fame predicament, and the 

one bad, might be put againſt the other; but it cem 

was matter of blame to ſend out ſhips from home that 

bad. the 

At length the queſtion was put, and the original! 

tion carried without the amendment, | 

Mr. Turner. A motion was then framed by Mr, Turner, for a» ed 

count of the 1mpreſs ſervice. This gave riſe to and 

Mr. Penton. converſation, in which Mr. Penton aſſigned as a realon 

not agreeing to the motion, that it would be impoſſible 

his opinion, to make out the fort of account defired. nit 

Mr. ve Fames Luttrell ſhewed the fallacy of this argument, by 

Lutisell. claring, that each lieutenant of a gang, was obliged to f 

der an account of the expenditure of ſuch money asf 

Admire through his hands. Admiral Keppe! corroborated this W 

Kezpel. tion, and ſaid that there was no matter which dem- 

enquiry and regulation more than the preſſing ſervice; 

the ſums of money laviſhed away in it were inconcely 

and the manner in which it was performed, ſo ljai 

abuſe, and in fact ſo much abuſed, that there was 
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er in the ſervice who did not know, that almoſt four 
of every five of the perſons impreſſed, when examined, 
obliged to be ſent back to the hoſpitals and priſons 
whence they had been taken. 

he queſtion was negatived. 


t. Hu 
of officers, and their rank, employed on the impreſs 
ice, together with the expences attending the ſame, and 
number of men procured from the 1ſt of January, to 
iſt of December, 1779, diſtinguiſhing the volunteers 
n the impreſſed men, be laid before the Houſe.” 

r. Huſſey faid, he had ſo formed the motion, that it 
no longer liable to the objections which had been taken 
inſt the motion juſt negatived ; if therefore it were not 
to, he would divide the Houſe upon it. 

ſtet a ſhort converſation, the motion was carried. 
he order of the day was then read for the ſecond read- 
of the contractors bill, which was read a ſecond time 
committed for Monday next. 

he orders of the day were read in due courſe, and the 
al buſineſſes they referred to, proceeded upon. 


| for the third reading, took up a conſiderable time. 
Joſeph Mawbey, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Powys, Sir William 
ot, Mr. Mansfield, and many other gentlemen, ſpoke 
| it, At length the Houſe divided on an amendment, 
1 1 That the bill be read a third time that day three 


4 — 57 Noes — Br 

ouſe proceeded to read it clauſe by clauſe, and 
led on a motion to amend one of them, 

Ayes — 33. Noe. — 7 

bill was afterwards read and paſſed. 

e order of the day for bringing up the report of the 
mittee of ſupply was at length read. | 


they ought to proceed to examine the petitions of the 
le, and comply with the requiſitions they contained. 


ary on the war: the war he ſaid, was a very vague 
iſe, a complex idea which required explanation. He 
red into a ſummary detail of the various heads of the 
public 


ty then moved, That an account of the num- Mr, Hay. 


t. Powis's bill for regulating county elections, which Mr. Pewic. 


r. Johnſione oppoſed it, on the principle that before the ur. 7 
e agreed to ways and means for the payment of ſup- fone. 


r. D. Hartley called upon minifters to define what they Nr, p. 
nt by declaring that the ſupplies were neceſſary in order Harley. 


Sir 7d 
Mawbey. 


Lcd North. Lord Nerth in reply, faid it was true there was an If 
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public expenditure, going over the ground that he ha 
often trod before on fimilar occaſions, and aſſerting thyj 
peace were to be made immediately, the public would iy 
twenty-five more millions to pay, in addition to the tut 
already voted for the ſervice of the current year. Hen 
the Houſe he meant to move the queſtion, whether th 
American war ſhould be continued or not, on a future & 
being conſcious that though the people were unanimoy 
their wiſhes to proſecute the war againſt France and dn 
with all the vigour and exertions the country was cap 
of: there was not a man, in the Houſe or out of | 
Houſe, who dare avow his ſentiments, that did not ex 
crate the American war, and ardently deſire a concly 
of it. 

Sir Jeſeph Marobey ſtated the difficulty he felt in agree 
that the report he brought up, though he did not chuk 
oppoſe it; declaring, that he imagined, when the ta 
were propoſed on Friday, it might be urged, that he 
precluded from giving them his negative, becauſe he 
not oppoſed the ways and means. Sir Joſeph ſaid he m 
not vote for the taxes, and for this reaſon ; the plan of 
formation held out by the bill already brought in by a 
nourable gentleman, and the other bills that genileman t: 
ſigned to bring in, would ſave near the ſum of 306,000, ht t 
annum; he therefore ſaw no reaſon why the noble L 
the blue ribband ſhould propoſe taxes to the amount of 
700, oool. in produce. 

The queſtion was put for the report to be brougit 
and agreed to, 

As ſoon as Mr. Ord had delivered the report at theta 
and the clerk had read it, Mr. D. Hartley roſe again, i 
ſaid, he was in that ſage of the buſineſs competent tot 
ject to their agreeing to the report on the ground of 1 
mality. He begged the Houſe to recollect, that accu 
to one of the eſtabliſhed rules of that Houſe no xa 
means exceeding the ſupplies could be agreed to. The 
and means now brought up amounted to upwards of tu 
millions; whereas, the ſupplics already voted by the H 
did not reach that amount by ſeveral milions. 


informality in the caſe, but it certainly was not a ſubi 
informality, becauſe the Houſe were perfeQtly watt, 
though the ſupplies already voted, did not amount to in 
millions, that other parts of the public ſervice muſt be 
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1 for, and though he could not conſiſtently with Parlia- 
ary form ſay, they would be voted, yet every gentle- 
there would agree, that it was not very likely, the 
ices would not be provided for, and theſe added to the 
lies already voted, would make up the amount of the 
; ant means now reported, He declared he meant no 
,mality, nor any breach of a ſtanding rule of Parliament; 
ere were any, he aſked pardon of the Houle, and could 
affign as a reaſon, that he ſaw none in ſubſtance, and 
it was neceſſary to vote the ways and means, becauſe 
Lan wovld not want, 


noble Lord had confeſſed that the buſineſs was already 
; and the bargain was already made, and all they had 
was merely matter of form. 


he loan was already made, but made as gentlemen well 
, ſubject to the deciſion of Parliament either one way 
he other. 


rt was agreed to, In proof that the ſpirit of the war 
ht to be directed againſt France and Spain chicfly, and 
againſt America, Sir George put the caſe, that if his 
py and he were obliged to hght, and his adverſary had 
led himſelf of one of his weapons, which he wiſhed to 
ver, he certainly would fo aim his blows as not to wound 
weapon; if on the contrary, his enemy fought only 
bis own weapons, he would do him all the miſchief in 
power: this, he ſaid, exactly applied to our preſent 
Won: every man hoped for a re- union with America, 
therefore an injury fo her, was an injury to ourſelves ; 
rery reverſe was the caſe reſpecting France and Spain. 


George concluded, with declaring, that he demurred to the 
It, 


ances they complained of ſhould be done away by Par- 
ent _ new and very heavy burthens were impoſed 
e people. 

n read a firſt, ſecond, and third time, and 
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K 


yor Hartley ſpoke a few words in favour of the peti- Major 
, and in ſupport of the argument, that ſome of the ®&'P 


* 
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f. Johnſtine laid hold of theſe laſt two words, and faid Mr. Jobs. 
Rf was clearly wreſted out of the hands of Parliament, A 


ord North, in reply, ſaid, moſt certainly the bargain Lord North. 


ir George Savile argued againſt the American war, and Sir C 
the Houſe adopting ſome plan of economy, before the 
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Mr. Seuda- Mr. Scudamore preſented a petition from his conftityey 


mores 


Sir Richord Sir Richard Symons (the other repreſentative) ſaid, hel 


Symons, 


their ſtalls, and ſupported by the toil, ſweat, and labonl 


/ 
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Debate on Mr. Rigby's motion, and in the committs 
Mr. Burke's bill, March 8. 


the mayor, aldermen and citizens of Hereford; aid it] 
been agreed to almoſt unanimouſly, andoffered to bring ity 


not riſe to oppoſe it; but to acquaint the Houſe, that { 
of the moſt reſpectable of his conſtituents, had protkh 
againſt the petition, now opened by his honourable colleꝶ 


and in his apprehenſion, with great propriety ; ſor eM n. 
clearly of opinion, that many of the facts therein ſtated, w 2 
not well-founded ; and others, proceeded on groſs milrepreſey 0 
tion; that the petition tended only to ſow diſcontent, ech 
domeſtic diviſion, and cauſe national weakneſs. It fer Ir | 
beſides highly diſrepectful to Parliament. After ſome li}. 
ther altercation the petition was brought up, and order af 
lie on the table. Among other things, Mir. Barros g 
ſerved, that the proteſt which the honourable Baronet n di 
read, he perceived had been moſtly figned, and he di 
ſumed ſet on foot, by the gentry at, and about the ca ©01 
dral, with the biſhop at their head. He thought, whan he 
their dipoſitions might be, they would have acted t 
prudently, had they endeayoured to conceal it. 801 p 
as they were permitted to batter in idleneſs, on the lab ] 

and induſtry of their fellow ſubjects, they would do ade 
to conduct themſelves with moderation and decem th 
left the rage of reformation might reach them, oul 
biſhops, deans, prebendaries, canons, &c. throughout! of 
kingdom, came very properly in his opinion within! thi 
ſpirit of the petitions. They enjoyed finecure places, the 
were in the receipt of enormous — and exorbitant & loi 
luments ; and it was a matter of great ſurprize to him, tent. 
the uſeleſs places and exorbitant emoluments of the chi eri 
were not brought within the letter, as well as the (pi chu 
the petitions. He was, for one, againſt all partialitich e v. 
improper indulgences, in favour of one ſet of men, u Morte 
ference to another, where the increaſe aroſe as a recompii@eh, 
for ſervices, actually performed; or where neceſlary refe 
and diſtinction was to be kept up; he was ready to f rort 


far as any man in giving a full and adequate reward, e a 
making a proper proviſion, and no further; but a parcs 
idle luxurious, proud, and overbearing fellows, fle<p 


induſtry of the middling and lower ranks of the people, at. w 
I 


n 
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repugnant to natural juſtice, and ſound policy, as it was 
raceful and injurious to ſound religion. 


clergy in general, beſides the injurious effects pointed out 
the honourable gentleman, were the friends of arbitrary 
er, and the enemies of the free conſtitution of govern- 
nt under which they lived, and were even fed and protected. 
ey were dangerous engines of ſtate, in the hands of an 
bitious prince, or wicked adminiſtration. The hiſtory of 
laſt century, offered ſeveral inſtances of the truth of this 
rvation, particularly, during the reigns of James I, and 
obſtinate and perverſe tyrant, Charles his ſon. They 
ached the moſt ſcandalous and ſhameful doctrines from 
r pulpits; and were the cauſe more than any thing elſe, 
believed, of bringing the tyrant whom their ſucceſſors 
affect to deify, to the block. They were at preſent 
pagating the * traiterous doctrines in their writings 
diſcourſes; and endeavouring all they could to ſuppreſs 
diſcourage, and where they had the power, to filence the 
complaints of the people from reaching that Houſe, He 
heard in the next county to him, where the clergy had 
at weight, (Durham) that they prevented the people 
petitioning, He not only heard it, but believed it to be 
He poſleſſed ſome eſtates in that county. A curſe 
nded the place in which the clergy had any influence ; 
they harraſſed the laity, wherever they had power, and 
ould ſpeak from his knowledge, that his eſtates on one 
of the river, in the biſhopric, were not of more than 
third in value of thoſe he poſſeſſed on the other fide, 
the county of York, though of the ſame native value, 
ſoil, markets, vicinity, &c. The preſent proteſt, the 
tents of which had been read by the honourable Baronet, 
evidently of a clerical manufacture. It was the child 
church influence, and he was firmly perſuaded that 
e was no foundation on which arbitrary power could be 
ported, but that of a ſtanding army, and a dependent 
ch. The clergy look forward regularly to the next ſtage 
freferment ; to the poſſeſſion of either a ſat ſinecure, or 
zorbitant emoluments, and the proſpects of the buſy, 


7 e's ſervile part of them was only terminated by Lam- 
Palace. 


at was the conduct of the Gallican church in times of 
Fr and difficulty? Loans, free gifts, and even the very 
G g 2 Plate 


t. Turner followed up the idea very fully. He ſaid, that Mr. Turners 


rd George Cordon ſaid, that no body was more COMPE= Lord George 
to ſpeak to the conduct of the church than he was. Ger dun. 
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1 George Gordin obſerved, that the great drift and tendency 
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plate out of their churches. What again had the biſh 
and dignified clergy of Spain, and moſt of the rep 
fraternities in that kingdom done? Immediately after | 
preſent rupture with this country was publicly notified 
offer of a certain part of their incomes to enable th 
ſovereign to proſecute the war againſt his enemies. W 
had the eſtabliſhed clergy of the church of England off 
their ſovereign ? Nothing at all, as yet, but proteſts, Ty 
coſt them nothing, and what coſt them nothing, they 
always very generous in giving away. He prelumed, 
after the inſtances he had mentioned, and if any one douly 
he would read an account of the ſums given or promiſe 
the Spaniſh clergy to carry on the war ; he truſtcd, that 
Engliſh clergy would take the hint; and inſtead of pro 
ing, immediately begin to ſubſcribe. He had an inten 
for ſome days paſt to produce the lift, and to frame a 10 
on it: he thought better of it, an opportunity now preſea 
itſelf to him of giving a ſeaſonable hint. The propel 
would come with a better grace from themſelves; but 
preſumed, that if they came with a voluntary offer, dur 
would render up at leaſt two or three years tythes to (uy 
that war Which they had ſo warmly eſpouſed from its eis 
commencement, through every ſucceſſive ſtage of cacred 
ruin. g 

The petition was at length brought up, and ordered u 
upon the table. ON, 

The order of the day being moved, for the Houſe to 
ſolve itſelf into a committee, on Mr, Burke's bill, U 


the petitions of the people was a recommendation to al 
an eeconomical expenditure of the public money, and Fc 
was the duty of every member, as far as his abilities mn 2 \ 
enable him, to offer ſome propoſition framed or ſugg 
from the ſubject matter of the petitions ; he had thous 
one which ſeemed to correſpond with the general ict gp. | 
ceconomy held forth in them; or indeed with the very * 
of the petitions themſelves, The abolition of 1108 
places, and exorbitant emoluments was one of the Þ 
objects of every thing which had been hitherto done unge . 
doors; he thought, therefore, that now was the p 
time to propoſe his motion before the Houſe went u 
committee on the civil liſt bill, He ſaid, the places ny 
he had immediately in contemplation were thoſe of 2 
and teller of the exchequer, If they were not me 


ces, they partook of the nature of ſinecures; becadi 
JP , 


was performed by deputy ; if they were not penſions, 
were nearly the fame ; and as to the perſons who held 
might be deemed unmerited ; and that the profits and 
luiſttes were exorbitant, required no better proof, than, 
they amounted to, he believed, upwards of fifty tunes 
wuch as the ſalary. | 

e thought it behoved the gentlemen, who ſupported the 
now going into a committee, in which it was propoſed, 
ew arrange and direct the u hole of his Majeſty's civil 
venue ; which directed its attention to the King's very 
hamber, to his wardrobe, his ſtables, and table; and 
h was to prevent him from eating, unleſs the very 
d and meat he eat ſhould be ſerved by contract ; in ſuch 
| he thought it bchove thoſe, who for the fake of œco- 
y had determined upon ſuch a retorm, to clear them- 
s of all grounds of 1u'picion, or a poſfibility of impu- 
n, that they had a wiſh to retain their own places and 
ures, and only meant to extend the reform to the places 
by ſuch as differed with them 1n political opinion, The 
durable gentleman, who propotled the bill, had indeed 
ently taken care of his friends, T heir ſinecures were to 
eas long as the pretent poſſeſſors lived ; all others were 
atly to ccale as ſoon as the preſent bill thould pals into 


s Lordſhip after paſſing ſome very ſtrong cenſures on 
onduct of the author of the bill and his friends, moved, 
t be an inſtruct ion to the committee, on the preſent bill 
pnfider how far the places of auditor, or tellers of the 
equer are neceſſary for the public ſervice ; and to aboliſh, 
ible, thoſe places, or leſſen their exorbitant perquiſites, 
the produce may be applied to the exigencies of the ſtate, 


k view to alleviate, in part, the heavy burdens of the 


er well worthy the conſideratioa of that Houſe, and 
directly in conformity with the prayers of the peti- 
and could not be oppoſed with any degree of con- 
& by gentlemeh on the other ſide of the Houle, 
e was little or no duty annexed to the office pointed at, 
when it was conſitſered that the very firſt clauſe ia the 
propoſed the abolition of an officient office, that of 
ary of ſtate for the colonies ; and that the next clauſe 
led the abolition of an officient board, that of trade 
Pagtations ; the friends of the bill, muſt, if they meant 
to 
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e. 
f. Folliffe ſeconded the motion. He thought it contained Mr. Folliffe. 
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2 — conſiſtently, readily adopt the motion of th; 
Mr. Azam could not fee the neceſſity of the motion 
by the noble Lord, and ſeconded by the honourable g 
man who ſpoke laſt, It would in his opinion be fall Ju 
enough to propoſe it by way of amendment; or othe 

in the committee, | 
Mr. P.. Mr. Powys ſaid, that he hoped the noble Lord For 
withdraw his motion as it might interrupt the proper 

of the day, by cauſing a protracted debate. 
Alderman Alderman Sawbridge begged that the noble Lord 
Sewbridge. withdraw his motion. He believed the noble Lord hy 
attended to the bill; otherwiſe he muſt have ſeen that 
was a clauſe in it for aboliſhing the very places allud 
and if the clauſe as now worded, did not come upy 
own ideas, he might move an amendment which m 

and take the ſenſe of the committee on it. 
Lord George Lord George Gordon replied, and aſſured the hond 
S . gentleman that he had carefully peruſed the bill, im 
knowledged that he had read the clauſe; but he beliem 
it was ſo far off, being in the 16th page, that it would 
come under the confideration of the committee, Ti 
nourable gentleman who framed the bill took particular 
with the Houſe, that it proceeded upon the idea of the 
tioners; yet, how had he ated ? He. had paſſed the fu 
places, and without any authority from the petition 
propoſed to aboliſh the office of ſecretary of tatek rec 
colonies, which moſt clearly could not be deemed a fn 

lace. 

hav Ne, | Lord North was clearly of opinion, that the in 


moved to be given to the committee reſpecting the pr $þ 
clauſe was entirely unneceſſary ; for ſuch a proviſion e t 
ready in the bill, and the committee would be at l Lor 
retain or aboliſh the offices alluded to, as they might i f- 
fit ; and if any places were to be aboliſhed, moſt ſurely, RF B. 
pointed out by the noble Lord came within that delcn] me 
They were offices of great emolument, and which calc th 
very little attendance ; by the aboliſhing of which, en 
fiderable ſaving would ariſe to the public, which ug of 
applied to the exigencies of the ſtate : and he could n, 


acknowledging the juſtice of the noble Lord's obſer wi 
that if we were to enter into his Majeſty*s retiremen', 
the moſt receſſes of his palace; to make retrenchm 
his private expences z there could be very little # 
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adering ſuch offices, as thoſe mentioned by the noble 
too ſacred to be touched: that is, we ſhall oblige our 
ign to contract for the expences of his table, but there 
me certain ſinecures that muſt remain as they are, at 


during the lives of the preſent poſſeſſors. If a reform 


at all neceſſary, it ſhould be general, and not a partial 
His Majeſty had a grant for life made to him, at his 
Fon, of the civil lift revenue. He parted with what he 
have held, had he not given it in lieu of a ſtated fixed 
ve; namely, the duties appropriated for the ſervice of 
vil liſt ; he thought, therefore, that there was an a 
incongruity in the honourable gentleman's bill, where 
t to take back that part of the revenue, which had been 
upon his Majefty for life; and at the fame time pro- 
to continue the ſalaries and emoluments ariſing from 
re places to the preſent poſſeſſors during their lives. 
at ſtreſs had been laid, he obſerved, in the courſe of a 
ys, on this circumftance ; that he and thoſe who agreed 
um were of opinion that the preſent bill ought to be 
0 a committee, and, therefore, that they could not 
it there, as they had acceded to the principle. For 
rt, he was at a loſs to ſay, what was the principle, 
ercſult of the whole bill taken together. That was his 
pinion on the bill's being preſented ; it was his opinion 
How was it poſſible to enter into the conſideration of 
il but in the committee? There the parts would be 
red ſeparate and diſtinct; then every gentleman could 
his ſentiments diſtinctly and clearly, agreeing to this 


objecting to that, or altering or amending whatever 
ed to him to require it. 


Healer obſerved, that it was entirely needleſs to in- The 
e the clauſe, or give the inſtruction moved by the Speaker. 


Lord, 


> Pawys moved for the order of the day. Mr. 
+ Burrell confeſſed he was a friend to the motion, which wr. 


meet his ſupport. Being on his legs and unwilling to 
the Houſe a ſecond time, he begged leave to throw 
ew general obſeryations on the petitions. That the 
of "yp had a right to petition Parliament was a 
he ſaid, which he truſted no member would dare to 
within or without that Houſe, for he held it as in- 
ible that the right was unlimited as to perſons, and 
ery ſubject had a right to ſpeak his ſentiments, un- 


by power, uncontrouled by any ſet of men, let — 4 
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knew of no way to collect the voice of the majority d 
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rank be ever ſo high, or abilities ever fo great: yet he fy 
very 2 concluſions deduced from thote premiſes, uu 
to intrench upon the inherent privileges of that Hoyſ | 
while the privilege was maintained without doors, it 
denied within, and a language of a very extraordinary 
ture had prevailed, that although the people had a rol 
petition, the members of that Houſe were precluded 
exercifing any opinion of their own, or diicuffing fl 
whether the prayers of the petitions ought or ought of 
be granted. He for one approved of petit ons; he wash 
felf a petitioner, but he totally diſapproved of comniy 
and aflociations Would not the liberty of debate het 
at an end, if he was forbid to expreſs his ſentiments] 
was however determined to deliver his ſentiments un 
by power or great abilities. He would neither (acrifit 
fentiments to this or that fide of the Houſe. If the py 
had a right to petition, he as a member of that Hout! 
a right to judge not only the meaſures recommended hy 
petitioners, but likewiſe to determine on the authoriy 
weight which accompanied them; in ſhort to determine 
the petitioners were, and how far the petitions did or dd 
expreſs the ſenſe of thoſe to whom they were imputed, } 


| 


people, but by the majority of freeholders ; and he wal 
to ſay, that in his conſcience he believed that not abott 
eighth of that deſcription of men had ſigned the pet 

Sacred as he held the right of petitioning, he weuls 
give bis countenance to it, if exexciled in a diſteſch 
manner. By what name then could he ſtile thoſe petit 
which under the maſk of humility, bore all the fire df 
morials and remonftrances ? They plainly aimed at tiff 
ſtruction of the independency of Parliament, by tying 
the members to certain meaſures; by taking zwar! 
them their own judgment, and their own will, and mp 
on them the diſgraceful and unconſtitutional yoke of (ant 
ing by their votes, thoſe meaſures which their own d 
ſtanding reprobated and condemned. The moment? 
liament ſhould ſubmit to ſuch a controul, to ſuch a (hal) ; 
ſlavery, that momemt he would pronounce to be the li 
Engliſh liberty. ; 

It afforded him matter of aſtomſhment that men 
be found hardy enough to deny the right of the p00 
recommend to Ra the ſtricteſt ſy ſtem of con 1 
at a time when the nation was plunged into a moſt f 
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and expenſive war with France, Spain, and America, 
he wiſhed to know how far the petitioners had been right 
adviſing their repreſentatives to uſe all their endeavours 
alleviate the public burdens. Could the moft rigid 
bnomy leſſen a fingle tax that now lay upon the ſhounders 
the people ? Muſt not the intereſt of the national debt be 
1? Was that to be done by an abolition of taxes? To 
bmmend ceconomy was right; but to ſay that the preſent 
es can be lightened by that ceconomy, was abſurd. 

any perſons he knew had been induced to fign the peti- 
ps from views which it was abſolutely impoffible ever to 
tify, He knew that in many places, particularly in one 
ent) two petitions had been preſented to the frecholders, 
one moderate, proper, and reſpectful; the other abſurd 
its object, and impraQticable in its operations. It had 
n a practice to ſay to the people, if you fign the latter, 
your taxes will be aboliſhed in a fortnight ; if you fign 
former you will not have a bed to lye on in a month. 
inexperienced ignorant man had not the leaſt ground for 
tation; his choice was ſoon made. Thus by deception 
numbers of ſubſcribers to improper petitions had ſwelled. 
bis he ſaid not from a diſapprobation of petitioning in ge- 
for he had himſelf ſigned a petition the week before) 
t from a defire to check thole who either deſignedly or 
orantly had miſtaken the proper objects of petition. 


htleman ſaid, that the petitioners had xo right; and if the 
dale liſtened to them, or granted the prayer of them, that 
rights of Parliament were gone, and the conſtitution an- 
lated, — Here he was interrupted by Mr. Burrell, as 
was three or four times ſucceſſively, who denied the in- 
pretation put on his words. He could not condemn peti- 
as, he ſaid, as he had acknowledged himſelf to be a peti- 
ner; he could not diſapprove of œconomy, as he had 
ned a petition (the Kent petition) recommending œco- 
my; nor could he mean to ſay, that the petitions ought 
he rejected, for he declared they were entitled to attention 


i reſpe&t, 


mely diſorderly to interrupt a geotleman in this manner; 
bile on his legs; if the honourable gentleman imagined 
it his words had been miſconceived, or miſquoted, he 
You, XVII. H h would 
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eneral Conway made ſeveral pointed animadverſions on General 
at fell from the laſt ſpeaker ; obſerving the honourable ©"=9- 


The Speaker then interfered ; obſerving, that it was ex- TheSpeater 
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General 
Conway. 


large, and that Houſe, . nay, every friend of his * 
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would have it in his power to explain or re-ſtate thy 
py reply, às ſoon as the honourable generals ſhoulg | 
OWN, 2 N , ö * To 
General Conway then proceeded, without further i 
ruption; he ſaid, that there was no occaſion for the d 
moved by the noble Lord, relative to the auditor and Tel 
of the |= nat becauſe there was already a partiay 
proviſion in the bill itſelf for that purpoſe, which bcfide;\ 
a ſpecial reference to the preſent mode of accompting at 
Exchequer ; and what the noble Lord, and the two hon 
able gentlemen ſaid, as to the continuing the places, di 
the lives of the preſent poſſeſſors, contrary to the geg 
principle of the bill in every other reſpect, where the rh 
even in the caſe of an efficient officer was to take place i 
mediately; he ſaid, the committee was the oy proper pla 
to conſider that. The Houle might, if it were thoy 
neceilary, aboliſh thoſe places at once, or ie the fees ori 
laries, &c. but the real principle of the bill was refom 
general; in what manner, or to what extent that ref 
might be carried, was the proper buſineſs of that Hoi 
when the clauſe alluded to came under its confiderati 
The firſt clauſe in the bill, which he preſumed would u 
the ſubject of the preſent day's debate, made but am 
ſmall part of the bill, that of aboliſhing the office of ons 
the three Secretaries of State; and even the bill itſelf fon 
but a part of the general plan of reformation. An honounl 
gentleman, (Colonel Barre) for inſtance, had propole 
reformation in the whole courſe of receiving, iſſuing 
public monies, and paſſing the public accounts of the ki 
dom, which had been ſnatched out of his hands, by 
noble Lord below him in the blue ribbon, in what appeal 
to him, a very indecent manner. The noble Lord hagge 
had propoſed a commiſhon of accounts, directed appar 3 
to the fame object. Another honourable gentleman f 
Philip Jennings Clerke) brought in a bill, which had g 
through a ſecond. reading, for corrrecting the abuſe of « 2h 
tracts, entered into by the Treaſury, with members bad wil 
ſeats in that Houſe. Other propoſitions might be mac Wl” 
other gentlemen, ſo that, on the whole, it was no Ic b 


- fair than unfounded, to ſuppoſe, that a /ingle clauſe of s cc 


bill was the great object, for which the friends of ceconolh 
and the promoters of it, were contending ; for the nat 
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ſed. the bill; his integrity, abilitigg and inde- 
Ile iadafry ſhone forth on oY reſent ).. — and 
tever might be the fate of the bill, it would, it muft 
cknowledged, that he had, in a moſt commendable man- 
endeavoured to diſcharge his duty. His bill formed but 
t of one great whole, and ſo far as it went, was ſtrictly 
orted by the petitions; and he made no doubt, but if 
y member came to the Houſe with the ſame diſpoſition, 
the great object the petitioners. had in view, that of 
ral reform would be ſoon accompliſhed, 1 4 
don which fell from an honqurable gentleman who ſpoke 
y, (Mr. Burrell) that the voice of the people of 
land was only to be attended to, when it declared the 
of a majority of the freebolders, This was a language 
ould never endure, nor ſuffer to paſs unnoticed : what, 
the people of England to be precluded all redreſs ; 
ded from all participation in the public intereft, if a 
ity of the frecholders was not with them? He believed, 
y. polible ſenſe the expreſſion could be taken or receiv- 
was founded in falſehood and error. Surely, the great 
of electors of England were not to be bound by any 
| opinion, of thoſe who enjoyed in common with them, 
onſtituents rights of freemen and Engliſhmen; and 
independent of this, were the people, on whom the 
were levied, in common with the reſt of their fellow- 
its, to be de barred all means of redreſs ? He took it to 
clear,. indiſputable right, veſted in every Engliſhman, 
tion, and,.moſt certainly, if intitled to it, they were 
ile intitled to the conſequence of it— relief; otherwiſe 
puld be to exerciſe a right they poſſeſſed, but to no 
er of purpoſe. He begged pardon of the Houſe, but 
gas an Engliſhman, he could never fit ſilent, while he 
ihe rights of Engliſhmen treated with ſo much dif- 
and contempt. 


underſtogd throughout. It aroſe, probably, from 
wuſed, indiftinf? manner in which he delivered his ſen- 
„ but he could aſſure the honourable gentleman, that 
g could. be farther from his intention, than to treat 
men with contempt ; all he meant to ſay was, that 
ons did not contain the voice of the m«yority of the 
ders, in the ſeveral counties which had preſented them; 


Hb 2 that 


under high obligations to the honourable gentleman 


* 
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Ir, Huſſey roſe with great warmth to reprobate an ex- Mr, Haſſy. 


Ape roſe to explain; ſaid, he had the misfortune Mr. Bure. 
mi 


the firſt inſtance, to be ſatisfied, and that the ſenſe of 


Mr. Byng. 


Lord George Lord George Gordon faid a few words, intimaring 1 


determine afterwards, on the propriety and expedieny 
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that they were the ſenſe only of ſuch as ſubſcribed ; 
names, and of courſe, had no right to paſs for the ſenting 
of any but ie individual petitioners themſelves. The 
of the people of England, in what manner ſoever it nj 
be brought forward, would always have a due weighty 
him; but this he would fay, that the Houſe had a right 


people was fully and inequivocally declared, and likenig 


adopting the matter ſo propoſed to their confideration, 
Mr. Byng adverted to the aſſertion of the noble 
with reſpect to the offices of auditor 'and tellers of 
Exchequer. He begged the noble Lord would not fay| 
all the ſinecure places held for life were in the handsofy 
poſition. Certainly the moſt lucrative office in this cox 
the auditorſhip of the Exchequer, was not held by a 
who yoted-againſt the miniſter. He was happy to hea 
noble Lord ſay chat he had not any objection to the abdl 
ing of places held for life, and in reverſion, becauſe, 1 
doubtedly, after ſuch a declaration, he could have wi 
jection to the aboliſhing of places held during pleaſurt. 
An honovurable gentleman' Who had ſpoke laſt bit d 
had faid, that not an eighth part of the freeholders had 
the petitions. He could affure the Houſe that a veryy 
majority of thoſe who had not ſigned the petitions wet 
2 to the meaſure of reform, and anxious to bt 
A t. | ne e 1D M16 


Gordon. "nels, if agreeable to the Houfe, to withdraw his wd 
and move it on ſome other day as a ground for a ſepirats coc 
ſhort bill, © In the courſe of his fpeech he ſpoke of ee! 
1 8 duty between the prince and the people; oben 7 
tha 55-54-52 er 009) 227 110th 1 f 
HOaths were but words, and words but wind, - "ay" 
Which oft are broken as we find gs © © © ond 
he told the Houſe he had a 160, 0 men in Scorand Her 
command, and that if the king did not keep his S bi 
oath, they would do more than take away his civil lift org 
nue, they were determined to cut off his head. i ! © 
_ He was called to order. 8 —_ cc, 
A ſhort deſultory converſation aroſe, in which, amoq 0 
ing) it was recommended to the noble Lord | cou 
Gordon) to withdraw his motion. His Lordſhip w offic 


informed from the chair, that there was a clauſe in # 


» 


„ 
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> would anſwer the intended purpoſe of the inſtruction; 
conſequently, to inſiſt upon what had been done to his 
„ would only tend to impede the public buſineſs of the 


„ He had continued hitherto to act conſiſtently, and 
would, as long as he had the honour of a ſeat in that 


Houſe; but if the noble Lord ſhould perſiſt in dividing 
e would look upon himſelf bound to go out with him. 


ring to diſcharge the motion made by the noble Lord 
d — Gordon) in order to make room for the order 
the day; and ſaid, he had a motion in his hand, the 
nts of which had yet been confined ſolely to his own 
t. He had conſulted no perſon on either fide of the 
iſe, Whether right or wrong, it was all his own. He 
informed the Houſe, on a former day, that he had an 
ion on the ſubje of the preſent bill, that he would 
it to the Houſe in ſome one ftage ; and that he knew 
ime ſo proper as the preſent to make it known, when the 
ie was guſt on the point of going into the committee. 

le would now repeat what he ſaid on a former occaſion, 
there were ſome parts of the bill of which he highly 
oyed, and others which he could by no means give his 
t to. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) the laſt 
ſaid, that thoſe who vored that day for ſending the bill 
committee, had bound themſelves to the principle of it. 
de honourable gentleman meant that it bound thoſe who 
ved of. a part of the bill, and who for that reaſon 

d for its going into a committee, to an approbation of 
whole bill, he, as one who gave his vote for reading it 
ond time, and ſending it to a committee, begged that 
Houſe would underſtand from him, that he did not look 
n himſelf ſo bound. Indeed, the concluſion was a moſt 
ordinary one; and he could not better ſhew the ab- 

ity of it than by the following example: Suppoſe, for 
ance, that he approved of the part of the bill which re- 
to che abolition of the ſinecure places, and the mode 
counting at che Exchequer, and the regulation, &c. of 
office he himſelf occupied, that of paymaſter, which, 

xr ſome reſtrictions and qualifications, was in a great 
meaſure 


| 
K 


" PX 


ud George Gordon conſented on that ground, though, he Lord George 
he. meant to oppoſe the bill in every ſtage of its pro- C. 


1 . 
g Folliffe ſaid, he was ready to acquieſce in the ſenſe of ir. Jollifts 


© Rigby then unexpectedly roſe juſt as the Speaker wasMr. Righy 
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meaſure the caſe, and ſuppoſe likewiſe that he was z 
that part of the bill for controuling, .direCting, af 
gulating the expenditure of the civi "i oy 
was likewiſe the caſe; what conduct could he have ado 
Jo as to anſwer his own wiſhes, and a& recably i 
own' judgment, when the bill was read a 49290 tire] 
he had oppoſed the bill in that ſtage, he muſt have of 
it in toto; for an oppoſition to the ſecond reading nuff 
an oppofition to the whole bill, which would be actig 
preſsly contradictory to his own ſentimepts, as he app 
of the parts juſt alluded to. What then in reaſon, g 
T- cording to the courſe of rliamentary proceeding, ca 
have, done ? But to ſend 0 bill to a eqminittee, in ond 


ſup upport and give ſuccels to the part he liked,” ywith hong 5 
a determination, with equal ſteadineſs, to oppol . 
75 of the bill which he diſliked. E. 
He "then proceeded to affign bis reaſons pretty mu be 
lar » Why he approved of that part of the bill which . 
57565 to. tbe? reformation of receiving, auditing th h 
pps and i hog the monies at the exchequer ; after i 

ke Tpoke of n particular office, _ - po 
He was aware at his own office lay under a great ( ſpa 
oblogyy, Which he could. affirm was undeſerved. I 
accounts were no! nalled aii his 12 early as nul * 
wiſhed for, Was e 355 H c ney an nd lamented ri 
but that was pot, is ;. fault, nor dhe + Jae of tho f * 
ated under bim The e delay was. a NE 1 2M; 
prejent; ratthod ' OW: hems 1. the e ver. Bs ne 
count however Pomp! f or read m muſt be audited! ble 
pailed. before he could lie relicyed of dhe burthen; i: « 
great burden it was on his mind, and a caüſe of much fir 
citude ; for nothing was more painful than to lic undet] „ : 
putations, the ground of Which it was not in his poſt tio 
remedy. A very popular topic, was, that the money | tle 
bis hands, and the bands of others, by. "Which mea i 
duals were entiche, and, the ſtate was impoveriſhed. ae 
caſe was not 05 a great * of the money which cath the 
8 Was placed 19 the bank, nor did he derive W FX 
2 What was nor. His emoluments were ſufficient, thi ef] 
2 e being ſo f 155 as reported ; but when they y's 

be all taken 0 ealary would be ſufficient for in ern 
Whg ver might Tueceed him ; and fo far as a reform mi i or 
fuppoled'or intended” to eff his office, he was read) on 
chearfully to ſubinit tõ t. Many things were ſaid concel ol 
it both belore and fince he came into it, which ny bich 


foun . | lati 


2 ant 


ation in truth, He inſtanced the caſe of a noble Lord, 
about the time he came into office, was called the 
Defaulter of unaccounted millions (Lord Holland.) 
jade it his buſineſs to enquire into the cauſe of the gene- 
cry; and after conſulting two perſons periextty ac- 
ted in the buſineſs, and of high integrity and abilities, 
leputy paymaſters) he found that the charge was totally 
aded, and that the fault was not his Lordſhip's, but 


e exchequer. He now ſtood in the ſame predicament 
himſelf ; and whether reſpecting himſelf, or whoever 
ſucceed him, it gave him great ſatisfaction to find, 
he noble Lord over the way (Lord North) had pro- 
to bring in a bill for conſtituting a commiſſon of ac- 
„ becauſe he underſtood the great object of ſuch a bill 
be to diſcover the cauſes of ſuch delay of the courſe 
ounting at the exchequer, and the deviſing ſome me- 
which would in future expedite the paſſing of the ac- 
„ the compelling the payment of the balances ; in 
of a total reform, both in point of expence, facility, 
ſpatch. | * 
Fn the part of the propoſed bill which he approved 
d what he diſapproved of was the interference of Par- 


notice given by him on a former day, he had drawn 
jotion which expreſſed fully his own ideas on the ſub- 
ind meant to move it, if he had not been precluded by 
ble Lord's motion on the floor (Lord George Gordon). 
not conſulted the noble Lord over the way, nor any 
terfon within or without that Houſe, It was his own 
„ and he was determined to avow it, without any 
tion or wiſh of ſppport, further than what it might 
itled to on its own! intrinſic merit. He feared it was 
dliſorderly to propoſe it now, as there were two motions 
ſtood precedent to it, before it could be admitted; he 
the propoſition moved by the. noble Lord near him, 
e order of the day. For his part, he ever thought, 
r ſhould, that the civil liſt revenue was as much is 


erminable. 1 he civil liſt revenue was ſettled on his 
on his acceſſion for life, which was an intereſt no 


hich went to the controul of the civil liſt, and to an 
Flation of the ſuppoſed ſavings to ariſe from the re- 
6 a i form, 


dlely from the delay of auditing and paſſing the accounts 


t in the expenditure of the civil liſt. In conſequence 


J's as any eftate enjoyed by any perſon preſent, Which 


on earth could deprive him of without manifeſt in- 5 
conſequently that part of the honourable gentleman's 


730 


The 


Speaker. 


Lord Gewge Lord George Gordon (aid, he had no objection to wit 
c. his motion, having underſtood from ſeveral parts d 


Mr. . Mr. Jol e ſaid, he was perfectly contented, as he i 


Lard Frau- 


tion clearly militated again the principle on which 
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form, was an attempt no leſs unprecedented than 
with injuſtice. His Majeſty's table, his houſholq, f 
robe, &c. were all to be new modelled ; nay, it wy 
tended to have his very table ſerved by contract. 
would not only degrade the ſovereign, but reduce hint 
fate of a precarious penſioner, whoſe ſtipend was ore 
leſſened, and was the next liable to be ſtill further redy 
and for what purpoſe ? to leſſen the influence of the 
He heard a great deal of the influence of the crown, iy 
believed emed was never leſs known, or felt, tha 
the acceſſion of his preſent Majeſty ; and he could 
from experience, that he never knew it to have led 
than fince the preſent ſovereign came to the throne, 
As to his intended — 8 which he meant tor 
part of his ſpeech, he ſaid, he fincerely wiſhed tha 
ſenſe of the Houſe would be taken upon it, and delt 
know from the chair, what was proper to be done int 
pliance with the apparent ſenſe of the -Houſe. 
The Speaker ſaid, a noble Lord [Lord George G 
early in the day moved an inſtruction to the commit 
the civil liſt bill, ſince which, an honourable gent 
[Mr. Powys] had moved the order of the day. 


Houſe, that it was unneceſſary; if agreeable to theh( 
able gentleman who ſeconded it. 


the ſenſe of the Houſe ought to be taken on the prop 
ſuggeſted, by the right hanourable gentleman, which il 
ried muſt clearly throw the preſumed abuſe of beet 
uſeleſs places, upon the friends of the bill, for his pa 
was perſuaded that the office propoted to be aboliſh 
the firſt clauſe in the bill, was not an uſeleſs office ; & 
not by any means, come within the reformation f 
mended in the petitions. "0 

The motion being withdrawn, Lord Beauchany d 
the diſcharging the order % the day. He highly ſh 
of the doftrine laid down in the propoſition, ſugge 
the right honourable gentleman; and was much pleales 
manly and able manner in which he delivered bis fenm 
but he muſt confeſs, that he was always averſe 108 
abſtract queſtions. The principle contained in the pl 


ral cauſes of the bill were ſupported : when we got, then 
into the committee, which would be inſtantly, #97 
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me enough: there the propoſition, and the application of 
might be conſidered together; and the true and juſt diſ- 
gion taken, between aboliſhing an uſeful and unneceſſary 
labliſhment; for inſtance, if the office of ſecretary of 
ite was neceſſary, the propoſition propoſed to be diſcuſſed 
y the right honourable gentleman, would be totally idle and 


gatory; if it ſhould appear to be uſeleſs, which it could not, 


zuld be a point worthy of conſideration, whether a bill 
ould be the proper mode of proceeding. Upon the whole, 
could never conſent to give his vote for an abſtraQt queſtion, 
bleſs it could be ſhewn, that it immediately aroſe from the 
fines then before the Houſe, No perſon could ſay that 
at was the caſe in the preſent inſtance, When the Houſe 
ould go into a committee, gentlemen who diſapproved of 
ge clauſe, would oppoſe it on ſuch grounds, as appeared to 
jem the moſt ſure and concluſive ; ſome on the ground, 
gat the office propoſed to be aboliſhed, was not a uſeleſs 


|| were neceſſary, and a third deſcription perhaps, that Par- 
ment had no right to interfere in the civil liſt expenditure, 
r any o her cauſe, but that of notorious abuſe. 


or, maintain, that Parliament had no controuling power 
er the civil liſt revenue. If that doctrine was true, then 
e people of this country, he would maintain, and under- 
ke to prove, were all ſlaves, There was a very. great and 
ential diſtinction between private property, and that 
cies of intereſt, perſons enjoying public emoluments, had 
their ſtipends, ſalaries, or ſtated revenues. Men held 
vate property, for themſelves alone; places of truſt and 
it, for the good of the ſtate, The rule held throughout, 
dm the ſmalleſt and meaneſt, to the moſt lucrative and 
eat; it was a condition, from which the tenure of the 
dwn itſelf was not exempt. Beſides, in proper, Partia- 
nary language, it was not juſtifiable, to introduce the 
e conſtitution, that no abuſe, was or could be imputable 
the perſon of the King; if any ſuch abuſe exiſted, it was 
ent and reſpeAful not to preſume, that his Majeſty knew 
ching of the matter. It muſt be ſolely, imputed to the 
niſters, who adviſed him to create unneceſſary places, in 
e inſtance, or to retain them in the other. Wäs then, 
Vor. XVII. III 


or be deemed ſo by that Houſe, without proof; then it 


e; others, that proof of the allegations contained in the 


Ing's name. It was preſumed according to the true idea _—_— 
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Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, he could not fit ſilent, nor hear Lord ebn 
ithout indignation, the right honourable gentlemen on the Cavendiſh, 


Mr. Fax. 


when his Majeſty's adviſers neglected their duty, were hi 
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real conſtitutional adviſers? Parliament in general ; eithe 
that Houſe, or the other, according to the occaſion. By, 
ſay gentlemen, who maintain the other fide of the arg, 
ment; you not only want to reform, but = mean to apply 
or appropriate, the ſavings which may ariſe to the exigencis 
of the ſtate. You want to reſume, or ftrip the crown 
what you have ſettled on it; and by ſo doing, you commit 
an act of injuſtice. Allowing this argument its full force 
ſuppoſing that although it may be proper to reform the abu 
we ought not in juſtice apply the ſaving to any other ſerrice 
but that for which the revenue was firſt granted, nan, gu 
the dignity of the crown, and the — eaſe and conne- 
nience of the ſovereign : to this, two anſwers equally co. 
cluſive and full may be given. If we have a right to refom 
the preſumed abuſe or abuſes 5 Parliament is of cource con- 
petent to enquire ; for we cannot reform without previou t 
enquiry ; and if any ſaving ſhould ariſe from the reformatia 
of the abuſe, I would defire to remind thoſe who argue fy al 
the dignity of the crown, and the ,perſonal worth of hin or 
who wears it; in what light they repreſent, or rather mi- 
repreſent him ; when they ſuppoſe him totally regardleſsd 
the condition of his people; and ſuppoſe he would wiſh t 
be the only perſon in his dominions, that ought not to fee 
or be affected by the public misfortunes ; or a partaker u o 
the accumulated iſtreſſes cauſed by a foreign war, and et- ou 
creafing burdens. But without any reference even to tit WP t 
preſent exigencies of the times, I would defire to know fron 
any one gentleman who hears me, whether though the cit 
liſt revenue was granted in the groſs, it was not ſuppoſed i 
be granted for particular purpoles, or ſpecific ſervices. I 
ſo, then, if any of thoſe purpoſes are found to be of no fumm N 
uſe, or if unneceſſary offices have been created, where es 
the injury? How does it affect the dignity of the cron nd « 
or affect the perſon of the ſovereign to reſume that whid 
was found to contribute to neither, lou 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he could not avoid teſtifying his fulleſt #* 
robation, of the very open, direct — manly langu$ 
adopted by his right honourable friend on the floor. b 
had delivered his ſentiments with that firmneſs and cand tio 
which ſo uniformly characteriſed his conduct in the Hout. 
He thanked him moſt cordially for the opportunity it afford N 01 
to both parties, to come to iſſue. It would ſpare map 
time, and infinite trouble. It militated direQly againt 2 d po 
4 


11 on the table; for certainly if that Houſe was not com- 
tent to enquire into, or controul the civil liſt expenditure, 
e bill was founded in the moſt glaring injuſtice, But 
bea he gave credit, for the direct open manner, the ho- 


orted his opinions, he muft confeſs, that it involved doc- 


utterly ſubyerſive of the firſt principles of the conſtitution, 
e ſincerely hoped, that before the Houſe proceeded further, 
hey would conſent to let in the propoſition of the honourable 
ntleman z and proceed to diſcuſs it; for it would be 
zually nugatory and ridiculous, to go into the committee 
a the bill, till the ſenſe of the Houſe were taken upon that 
eſtion. It muſt be firſt got rid of, before any one clauſe 
the bill could be taken into confideration, He could not 
elp declaring, that if it ſhould be reſolved and determined 
the affirmative, that Parliament had not a right to inter- 
re, to reform, arrange, and if neceſſary, to reſume the 
ants they had made to the crown for public purpoſes; in 
ort, to ſee to the proper application of the monies they 
d granted; there was at once an end of the liberties of 
is country. Such a vote would in its conſequences amount 
d a diflolution of the government as modelled at the revolu- 
on; and would prove a ſtab given to its very vitals ; for 
hough we might continue to aſſemble in that Houſe as uſual ; 
zough we might be called upon to vote ſupplies according 
d the preſcribed forms of the conſtitution ; the right to 
te and deliberate without the right to ſuper-intend, and 
bntroul the expenditure of the money ſo voted would avail 


| o cching; and we ſhould become as mere ſlaves in reality, as 

ria Europe. Give princes and their miniſters the exclu- 
ure rights of diſpoſing of any conſiderable part of the trea- 
1 res of the nation without controul, or without account; 


id our liberties from that inſtant would be gone for ever. 

If ſuch a vote ſhould be agreed to, by a majority of that 
pouſe, be ſhould look upon his toils and labours to be at an 
id; and the people would have recourſe to other means of 
dreſs, when Parliament had precluded all poffible expecta- 
ons through the ordinary methods preſcribed by the conſti- 


Jour ton; they would have recourſe to other arguments, than 
uk Wat might be urged in the cource of debates in that Houſe, 
wa order to reſcue themſelves and their poſterity from the 
0 ans which were forging for them. He would not preſume 
de Point out the means the people in this laſt extremity would 

1 1 reſort 


durable gentleman who ſuggeſted the propoſition, had ſup- 


ines of a moſt alarming nature, and appeared to him, to 
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reſort to; he was perſuaded they would be wiſe, falutay, 
and adequate to the obje& propoſed to be attained, Shou 
ſuch be the neceſſity, he never would again enter that Hou, 
his preſence there would be of very little conlequence, 
would unite himſelf with thoſe out of that Houſe, who 
ſentiments correſponded with his own. He hoped he ſhoulf 
acquit himſelf like a man; and he knew of nothing in h 
own diſpoſition, whick would prevent him from bearing hin 
out with firmneſs and perſeverance in the ſtruggle. He u 
perſuaded the meaſures adopted by the people would le 
peaceable ; but at the ſame time wiſely ſuited to the exigey 
cies of the occaſion ; in ſuch meaſures he was rreparedh 
co-operate z and he did not doubt but the friends of ley 
liberty, and the conſtitution would prevail in the conteſt! 
He could not help taking notice of what had fallen fran 
his noble friend | Lord uchamp]. His noble freu 
maintain the propriety of the propoſition ſuggeſted by the 
right honourable gentleman on the floor; but aſſigns iy 
reaſons for preferring the going into the order of the dy 
The firſt is, that he 1s againſt . an abſtract queſtion, 1 
matter totally improper and unneceſſary; the other, lea 
it ſhould be voted in the affirmative, the people out of dom 
might be ſo far miſled, to helieve that ſuch a reſolution v 
meant, as ray a negative on the prayers of the ſeyenl Dy 
petitions. In anſwer to the firſt argument, it was ſufficient 
to obſerve, that the propofition as connected with the bil 
was no abſtract queſtion ; becauſe it amounted to a dirt 
and ſpecific denial of its principle, which was a thorough 
reform in the whole of the civil liſt exgenditure ; and a pr 
his noble friend's caution for fear the people without doo 
might be mifled ; ſurely it could mean nothing more that 
an exerciſe of the noble Lord's ingenuity. How in G0 eng 
name, could the people or petitioners be miſled ? Could e 0 
moſt factious perſon, within or without that Houle, addy” 
diminiſh a fingle word, or put any interpretation vpon e in | 
propoſition, but what it evidently admitted? The petition 
on the table were not yet declared to be the ſenſe of a majont the 
of that Houſe. | He truſted they ſhortly would; but dent 
were the avowed ſentiments of the petitions. What did 00888; a 
petitioners ſay ? That uſeleſs and finecure places ought tobe tha 
aboliſhed ; that exorbitant ſalaries and perquiſites ought Nei 
be reduced. Where did thoſe evils originate in the expend it 
ture of the civil lift > Where was the reform recommend» ono 
to take place in? Moſt clearly, where the evil _— h 
ar 
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herefore, that the propoſitions ſhould not be refolved, 
ze voting of it might afford an opportunity of miſ- 
tion, miſinterpretation, or popular deluſion, was a 
and the greateſt of all deluſion ; becauſe it was evi- 
hat if the propoſition ſhould appear to be the ſenſe 
rity of that Houſe, it would be a full anſwer to 
itioners, and a decided opinion on the ſubje& mat- 
the | petitions themſelves, It would comprehend 
other of theſe anſwers. We are of opinion that 
titions are ill founded, or we think them well 


nue for life. By that vote it is become the private 
y of the crown, as much as any part of your private 
y is your own, What you ſeek, is therefore impro- 
telf; no ſuch reform is neceſſary, or if it be, it is 
our power to give you any relief, Such bony the 
his opinion, it was thoſe who fled from the queſtion, 
deavoured to impoſe upon, and deceive the people by 
out hopes and expectations, which they never meant 
orm; and which if complied with, would be fraught 


ü oaſtice; and not thoſe, who wanted to come to ſome 
Don point, which would tend to inform the people, whe- 
ns y were to have any redreſs or not. 

en pwever, the forms of the Houſe would not admit 


poſitions to be entered into then, the Houſe might 
in the uſual courſe, and reſolve itſelf into a com- 
poſtponing the confideration of the honourable gen- 
; propoſition to the next, or ſome future clauſe in the 


; but our hands are tyed up, We voted the civil 


245 


' 


5 10 progreſs of the bill. | | 

o0n Beauchamp made a ſhort reply, ſaid that the propo Lord Beau- 
um egeſted by the right honourable gentleman, did not che. 

obi eagih, which the honourable gentleman repreſented ; 

\ he bout proof of ſome abuſe, it would be unjuſt to in- 
din the expenditure of the civil liſt. That it did not 


in it a denial of the right to reform abuſes ; but it 
that there ought to be a proof of the abuſe pre- 
the interference. That, he contended, was ſupported 
onſtitution, taking the right in the ſtrongeſt manner 
; and it would be expected from that fide of the 
that the office of ſecretary of ftate ſhould be ſhewn 
leſs, before the Houſe could conſent to its abolition. 
withſtanding the very great abilities, and ingenui 

onourable friend; he thought himſelf fully juſtified 
o at che purpoct of the propoſition would be miſ- 
repreſented, 
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repreſented, both within and without that Houſe, 


been miſconceived by the honourable gentleman h 

and there was little reaſon to doubt, but it would be fi 

miſconceived, and miſrepreſented out of doors, [4 

laugh from the oppoſite benches] He ſaid, he did og 

what he had ſaid to give occaſion for the diſorder gg 

way; but this he would ſay, as in _ other inſtag 

the eagerneſs ſhewn to bring the right honourable 

man's propoſition under diſcuſſion, could proce 

nothing elſe, but that if the Houſe ſhould agrey 

might furniſh grounds for ſpreading falſe rumour, y 
! ating popular — [ Another loud laugh. nt 
| General General Conway ſaid, he was much ſurprized 5 
Carwey. the principle of the honourable gentleman's bill a 
verted in this ſtage, after notice and leave given, af F 

and ſecond reading, The noble Lord below him [ Lod) 

had ſignified his Majeſty's conſent, not only to the in 

the table, but to bills apparently of much more conſe 

to bills for the fale of what might be fairly de tic 
Majeſty's own private excluſive property, the dend 

the crown; his foreſts, &c. Theſe were not Parlian 
32 came to his Majeſty by ſucceſhon ; hea dc 

elp thinking, therefare, that the argument of us 

honourable gentleman was ſtretched much too far; & 
eontended that it would be unjuſt to interfere in this 

diture of grants originating in that Houſe, when e 
propriety of interfering not only in the ſale of wy; : 
property of the crown, but the appropriation of it 

that property, was a principle admitted in that Hou 
approved of by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, 4 
Li. Lord North with much ſeeming warmth, ſaid, i 
honourable gentleman had miſrepreſented his condi 

had entirely miſconceived him. He contended, that 
ſage importing his Majeſty's conſent to the bringiog en. 
did not amount to a previous approbation of them 
ſo conſented to, in that manner; nor of the perſon 
Rvered the meſſage. He thought it his duty to ug d le 
Majeſty's conſent, and to adviſe the giving of it, 
it related to the freedom of Parliamentary diſcuſho,! 
more; not that he ever approved of the principle of the 
for he was ready to riſe, whenever an opportunltys 
to oppoſe the principle whenever it appeared, clauſe Hara! 
Befides, though the conſent ſignified what the rig be o 
able gentleman preſumed it had, he begged due bea. 
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chat he had given no conſent to the bringing in the 
on the table, by way of meſſage from his Ma- 
The conſent he gave, was as an individual member of 
duſe, the meſſage on which ſo much ſtreſs had been 
lated to the bills reſpectiag the foreſts and crown lands. 
atirely approved of the right honourable gentleman's 
jon, and if the Houſe ſhould think proper to enter 
diſcuſſion, which he thought at preſent unneceſſary, 
d moſt certainly vote for it. Me hoped however 
nt, the Houſe would think with him, that it was 
eſſary, In his opinion, ſuch a meaſure would be un- 
nted. The order of the day was now regularly 

and he believed, it would be found unuſual, to 
queſtion to be debated, which was ſuppoſed to mili- 
ainſt a bill, depending in the Houſe. He was the 
erſe to depart from the uſual mode of Parliamentary 
ing, becauſe the very queſtion, which gentlemen on 
er fide of the Houſe, ſcemed fo eager to preſs a de- 
tion upon, would then come properly before the 
and for his part he could not ſee, what reaſon thoſe 
en could have for deciding it in the Houſe, in prefe- 
d coming to a diviſion upon it in the committee. 


g 
4 

| 
| 


ght honourable gentleman under the gallery, that 


＋ age to that Houle from his Majeſty, declaring his 

ue bringing in a bill, ſignified an approbation of 
u moſt clearly it did not, nor could. It would a- 
* an aſſent given, at an improper ſtate, and of 


ould furniſh no ſubject of diſcuſſion in that Houſe 
pg the ſubjeQ matter before it. 

ad he was much ſurpriſed to hear his honourable 
Mr. Fox) betray ſo much unneceſſary warmth, on 
of any thing which might have fallen from him. 
on entertained a greater reſpect for the abilities of 
durable gentleman, than he did. No man was moro 
to have an opportunity to acknowledge them ; but 
d leave to aſſure the honourable gentleman, that he 
not readily refign the firſt place, to any man, 
ould profeſs, to entertain a more warm and ſtead 


of t the liberties of his country, than himſelf : and it 
wa 10 {mall degree of ſurpriſe and emotion, he heard 


durable gentleman * ſentiments to him, tend- 


heard him, whether he uttered a ſyll 
the 


e overthrow of the conſtitution, He 92 aled to 
able which 
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Rigby expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the inference drawn Mr. Rigby. 


* 
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the moſt fertile imagination could ſo interpret, 
revered the rights of the conſtitution, or would go fig 
maintaining the rights of the Frys in that Houk, 
only in his opinion, they could be conſtitutionally d 
ſo long as Parliament exiſted, He would repeat, ty 
people had a right to petition that Houſe, and each 
other branches of the legiſlature ; but it was in tial 
alone, the voice of the people could be fairly k 
acknowledged; and from whence it could be ſug 0 
ſafely collected. He remembered a time, when the 
as now deſigned, under the names of the petitionen 
dreſſed the throne to diffolve Parliament; he mem 
ten years ſince. He would ſuppoſe that a fimilar pp 
had. been then or now preſented, to that Houſe; 
the Houſe be obliged to comply with it? He preſu 
honourable gentleman, would be ſo abſurd as to nu dr 
ſuch a doctrine; whereas the language of the pref 
went that length, or it meant nothing; for if tie} 
had a right to reje& any petition, as they moſt d 
had; the right of diſcretion could only be limited] 
opinion they might entertain on the matter prayel} 
ſuch petitions, which fairly brought the argument 
and placed it on the only ground, where it could ml 
propriety ; namely, that the people had a right top n 
and that Houſe the right to grant or reject, accoti © 
might judge fit or proper. But thought the argunl x 
not ſo ſtrong, or would not bear him out, to the full 
in which he had urged it, he would aſk one queſtighy 
the petitions convey the vnanimous ſenſe, or the ſe 
majority of the people? He had heard the contrary M 
from ſeveral ſides of the Houſe; and by perſons d, on 
table character, fully informed on the ſubjeck. Hl 
not undertake to ſay, on which ſide the truth lay, 
perſonal knowledge of the truth of the facts eiti ve 
but this he could affirm, that in the county, where 
fided (Eſſex) though a flaming petition had been p8 rey 
he was perſuaded, that it did not contain the feng cio 
the fifth part of the frecholders. + 
The honourable gentleman ſaid, that if the 
ſhould be put on his motion, and that the motion n 
carried, he would never more enter that Houle, k zen 
hardly think for the reaſons before. afhgned, that le: 
nourable gentleman was ſerious, ; but ſhould he peril 


reſolution, he hoped the particular opinions of any 1 * 
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nce the deliberations of that Houſe, contrary to the 
dice of the cauſe, and the right of free diſcuſſion. For 
own part, whether the honourable gentleman's final re- 


ald move it.— He feared, that could not be permitted, 
bout coming to a previous diviſion, If not, he ſhould 
wicſce in the ſenſe of the Houſe, either by moving it now, 
ſtponing it to ſome future day. | 
He could not fit down, without ſaying a word or two, on 
very extraordinary predicament the noble Lord over the 
y ſtood in, in the character of miniſter ; day after day 
ning down to that Houſe, in majorities, which hardly 
ryed-the name; for his own part he never would conſent 
on any conſideration, to give up his own ſentiments, or 
gertake to carry on the buſineſs of government, «unleſs he 
ld be ſure of a proper and reſpeclable ſupport, When 
ernment, was ſunk and unſupported, the ſtate was in 
ger; and he thought it full time for the noble Lord to 
ak out, and declare, what he was determined to grant; 
| what he had determined to refuſe ; by that means, a 
at deal of time, which was now unneceſſarily waſted, to 
manner of purpoſe, might be ſaved ; and the atten- 
of miniſters be diredted to the diſcharge of the functions, 
xecutive government, which now demanded the moſt 
afing, aſſiduities of thoſe entruſted with the exerciſe of 
| he noble Lord had talked of taking away all uſe- 
line-cures. No man was more firmly of opinion, that 
F ought to be taken away, than he; but if ſuch a refor- 
on was to extend to perſons enjoying offices for life, h 
h a freehold was legally veſted in them, he would de 
ainly ſet his face againſt any fuch attempt; for as he had 
ved to reſiſt any plan, for paring down, weakening, 
ſſening the prerogatives of the crown, or depriying it of 
revenue annexed to it for liſe; ſq he would be equally 
cious of the rights of the ſuBjeft. He had heard re- 
of extending the reform much further, of a reſumption 
| ancient grants from the crown, which was what he 
d never conſent to. This had been pointed to the reve- 
enjoyed by two noble Dukes; (Richmond and Grafton) 
de would. fairly declare, that he would as ſoon give his 
for cutting off their, heads, without proof of any 
s deprive them of an inheritance, derived to them 
gh ſeveral generations; veſted in them by the laws of 
0, XVII. . K k the 


ever high or reſpectable, would never controul or in- 


ation might be if room was made for his prepoſition, he 


ed: 
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he was up, he would juſt-beg leave to obſerve, "that the} 
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| | 
rn, 
the land, and confirmed to them by ſeveral acts of þ, 
liament. | | | 
© General Conway to ſay a word to two, in 
nation of what had fallen from im when laſt up, wh, 
perceived, had been moſt groſſly miſinterpreted or mi 
ceived by the right honourable gentleman who had lif 
down, and by the noble Lord below him. He never x 
to ſay, that becauſe the noble Lord had fignified his Mach | 
conſent to the bringing in the preſent bill, that ſuch 20 
ſent concluded his Majefty, or the crown, as forming 
of the branches of the legiſlature, from withholding j 
aſſent, in order to give the bill the ſanction of the | 
It would reverſe the whole order and ſcheme of the «< 
ſtitution. It would in the firſt place, give the crom 
tive in the originating all bills, in which his Maje 
intereſt might be concerned; and he did not know a lit « 
propofition for making a new law, or altering an old d 
which by the ingenuity and ſubtilty of ſome men, nj 
not be conſtrued or interpreted, to affect his Majeſty's rig 
either directly or collaterally. All he meant to fay, 8 
this; that when his Majeſty's conſent was fignified by Y « 
chancellor of the Exchequer, in that Houſe, it am ed 
merely to a declaration, that ſo far as his Majeſty's pn (101 
intereſt was concerned; he was willing, to ſubmit that 
vate right to public diſcuffion, as an individual, whoſe 
was likely to be effected, by the propoſed law, We 
is Majeſty's conſent, conceived to mean any thing d 
it would, as he had obſerved before, cut off the firſt on 
of legiſlation. That could not be; and if it wa 20 
conſtitutional inference to ſay, that his Majeſty's cok 
as 2 — perſon, by no means bound him, in hispM 
or Tr Capacity, ' pn; „ ron 
The only ale he intended to make in argument of 
Majeſty's conſent, was, that it conſented to a free diſeui 
of the intended reform, and ſo far militated again 
doctrine, laid down by the noble Lord, and the'right 
nourable gentleman; that whatever private right or int 
his Majeſty had in the objects which the bill was direM 
obtain in the way of reform, he was ready to ſubmit w 
diſcuff on of that Houſe; ſo far therefore, the prineift 
the bill was approved of by his Majeſty's adviſert 
more particularly by the noble Lord below him, the d 
cellor of the Exchequer, who delivered the meſſage. 
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tion ſuggeſted by the right honourable gentleman, was 

infinite conſequence ; and in his opinion, ſhould precede 
urther iſcaffion either upon the principle, or proviſions 
the bill. It would clear the way, to the full and fair 
Gderation of its ſeveral parts; otherwiſe it would ſtand 
he way, like a locked door, or a bar of iron, to ſhut out 
revent every argument, but that of the principle of the 
itſelf, and would continue to preſent one of the moſt 
ulous and idle of all conceivable ſenſes, a grave and 
table afſembly, debating about the propriety of 2 
ſure, which they denied, or at leaft refuſed to acknow- 
, that they were competent to confider or diſcuſs. 
he Attorney General conceived the right honourable gen- 
an's propoſition, to amount to no more than a mere ab- &ner24 
ft queſtion which no man was bound to reſolve. If the caſe 
d in that propoſition was ſuch, as applied to the bill, the 
r place todebate it would be in the committee; if it did 
if chere was no abuſe proved, the queſtion would neceſſaril 

to be denied, in the only manner, in which it could be 
decided. If it ſhould appear, that the poſſible abuſe 
ted to in the propofition really did exiſt ; then, the 
tion which had been ſo earneſtly preſſed by gentlemen 
ze other fide of the Houſe, would amount to no more 
reſolving that, at an improper time, whcick it might be 
fit to declare at a proper time. He aſſured the Houſe, 
he was averſe to the diſcuſſion of the queſtion, for he 
| fairly: declare, that if it ſhould be put, he did not 
whether he could give it a negative, or an affir- 


. Burke. begged it might be determined upon, before Mr. Burke, 

ouſe went into a committee upon the bill. The pre- 

dArine, ſhould it be adopted, went equally to the 

Ring every part of the bill, as well as thoſe proviſions, 

btbe noble Lord in the blue ribbon had avowed his public 

probation: of. If that was all, if only the fate of the 

ere determined, by agreeing to the right honourable 

man's propaſition, it would give him but very little 

Auneſt, but it was a principle, which in his opinion, 

0 overthrow the conftitution, and annihilate the eſſen- 

iche and privileges of Parliament. | 

reſolving however, that that Houſe was incompetent, 

ÞWe.or-controul the expenditure of the civil lift reve- 

he eld not, though it might be intended to effect it, 
KP) the libertics of Britain. Debate it is true would be 
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at an end, becauſe it could anſwer no uſeful purpoſe, 7; 
duties of thoſe, who had ſtruggled for a long ſeries of yay 
againſt every diſadvantage, that it was pofhble to conom 
againſt large majorities, public obloquy, repeated defeat, 1 
daily mortifications, would ceaſe ; their unavailing opp 
tion would be terminated. . The people muſt do, what R 
liament had refuſed, or rather what they were reſolved, wii 
to do, or had declared themſelves incompetent to effect; hy 
he truſted, that health would follow. A fever purgei d 
and purified the blood, gave it a more. happy circulatiz 
and renovated or corrected, a weak or diſordered confi 
tion. A fracture properly healed, acquired ſtrength, ſp 
rior to any other part of the bone. The crown held nog 
lic right, or public. property but as a truſt for, and unk 
the people. It could 1 or loſe nothing in truth; becau 
it enjoyed all it poſſeſſed, as a favour : and for the attainny 
of certain defined or implied purpoſes, which purpoſes wa 
underſtood, to be good government, and the well-being d 
the ſtate. The prerogatives of the crown, the higheſt a 
moſt tranſcendent part of its power, were created a 
ought of courſe to be exerciſed for the benefit of the peogh 
who created and conferred them. It was therefore to t 
laſt degree abſurd to draw a line, or ſeperate the pin 
rights of an individual, or any deſcription of man, as lei 
tor any other end but for the * of the whole commuii : « 
crery right his Majeſty enjoyed, as ſovereign, was a deli 


ed right and conſequently ſubject to examination, correcha rg 
and controul. It was particularly of the very eſſence rie 
Houle, to enquire, to regulate, and controul; and whenet 

it waved, concealed, or ſuſpended that right, when an occii Nec 


offered, then molt clearly, every object of their meetings 
deliberating, was at an end; from the repreſentatives oft 
people, they were no longer the ſervants of the public, no 
had ſent them there; but the corrupt, or ſetvile tool 
thoſe, who paid and rewarded” them, for their treachery 
negle& of duty. dei e Danmy 
Ir. Z. Townſhend declared himſelf of the fame opt 
aid Tr would be at once inſulting the Houſe, and itruf he 
the perple, to meet and deliberate thete, day by day, andi be. 
after night, to · no manner of purpoſe; he therefore v 
to diſckarge the order of the day, and let in of cot 
the propoſitions ſu geſted by the right honoutable gentle 
tore ff carried in the affirmative, it would at once amour air 
„ fell and explicit anfwer to the petitions on the ub irn 
wells v tlie people of Fiighand at large; on the N 
eon. f 97 . yp $3 * . . 00 
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d the propoſition be negatived, that Houſe would know 
round they ſtood on, and their conſtituents might have 
reaſon: to expect full ſatisfaction, and a redreſs of the 
mees they complained of. < ho at. Ny 
I Hitt after ſtating the neceflity of coming to an im- Mr. T. Pr. 
ate determination, on the ſubject, obſerved, that the 
Gerial fide of the Houſe, were apparently afraid to meet 
veſtion; in the ſhape it then preſented itſelf; though they 
not-aſhamed-to* acknowledge that they approved of it; 
hat they intended to ſupport the principle, afferted in 
propoſition} when the Houſe went into a cominittee. 
rould affirm however, before he fat down, that if the 
honourable gentleman's propoſition ſhould prove to be 
enſe of that Houſe, the government of this country, 
d be as tyrannical and defpatic an any in Europe. > 
. Dunning conſidered the propoſition, as involving in it Mr. Dua- 
ſtion of conſtitutional law. He denied, that the King "8: 
led any part of his revenue, as a private or diſtinct 
ty ; becauſe if he did, he might employ it to any pur- 
whatever. The uſes to which it was employed, clearly 
ed out, that the diſpoſal or expenditure of it was with- 
de controul of Parliament. The reaſon was obvious; 
d been given by Parliament. It was a Parliamentary 
involving in it a truſt ; conſequently, that grant im- 
a controul, incident to any other ſpecies of truſt what-. 
namely à power to ſce, that the truſt was faithfully 
reed, which-it was impoſtible to determine, without 
Iring into the expenditure; and equally impoſſible to 
re to any good purpoſes, it. the power to enquire, was 
ecompanied by a power of controul. To talk therefore 
e injuſtice” of enquiry, without —— ſome abuſe, 
in his approbation, as ridiculous as to ſay, that a man 
not to be puniſhed for the commiſſion of a crime; but that 
puld be unjuſt to try him, till you had proved his guilt, 
meetl to doubt, whether the right honourable gentle- 
Wiſhed to have the ſenſe of the Houſe taken upon his 
on. If he was ſincere, he had every reaſon to believe 
be would find himſelf fully gratified; becauſe in- that 
be was- perſuaded, that the minority of the Houſe, in 
ſmele inſtance, . would ſuddenly become the majority. 
Rigby ſaid, whatever doubts the. learned gentleman, Mr. Rigly, | 
he honourable-gentleman who fpoke before, him, might 1 
in of his with; to bring his propokition before the 
„ in che ſhape of à motion; he had nane himſelf; for 
ud. faicly declare, that as he would not be bullied- by. 


One 


* 


254 


Mr. P- 


ESTATES 43 


one ſide of the Houſe ; ſo he was reſolved, not to be c 
or flattered out of it, by the other. | 
Mr. Manſ- Mr. Mansfield concluded the debate on this queſtion, | 
Jt 4 ments were rather of a novel kind. He ſaid, that thes 

i 


revenue, belonged to the King, and was very prog 
appropriated to his private uſe; and that it belonged u 
people, becauſe every thing which was poſſeſſed by | 
crown, was held for their benefit. His Majeſty hell t. 
himſelf, for the people, and that Houſe. [A loud w 
ceſſant laugh, for upwards of a minute, and a general ch 
hear him ! hear him |] Notwithſtanding the noiſe and! 
mult on the other ſide of the Houſe, would repext 
expreſſion, that the civil liſt revenue, though applicahþ 
the uſe and benefit of the ſovereign, was nevertheleſs i 
other point of view, held for the benefit of the whole d 
munity at large. In ſhort, he was clearly of opinion, g 
the civil liſt revenue, being an inveſtment made for then 
of the nation, and applicable in particular, to the manu 
ance of the dignity and ſplendour of the crown, no dini 
tion could be made, which would not prove injurious tot 
people. 

About nine o'clock, the queſtion was put in the ori 
the day, as moved by Lord Beauchamp, and the Hal 
divided, o 
Ayes — 205. Noes —— 1 
Mr. Rigby himſelf, was the onhy miniſterial member, 
voted in the minority; upwards of ſixteen members, ad 
— connected with him, having voted for the ords 
As i as the members returned into the Houle, it 
ſolved itſelf into a committee, on Mr. Burke's bill, and) 
Elwes was called to the chair. The title was then read * 
bill for the better regulation of his Majeſty's civil eſa 
ment, and of certain public affairs; for the limitatia 
penſions ; and the ſuppreſhon of ſundry uſeleſs, expend 
and inconvenient places; and for applying the monis 8 
thereby, to the public ſervice.” ; i 

When the chairman came to the words in the firſt di 
for aboliſhing the office commonly called, or known 
name of third ſecretary of ſtate, or ſecretary of {ttt 
the Colonies; Governor Pownall roſe, and ſuggeſte 
amendment; obſerving, that the words were not !uincde 
deſcriptive, for the deſcription ſhould be imply chat of 8 


ſecretary of ſtate. 
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» Burke ſaid he had no objection to ommitting the Mr. Burks. 
is pointed out by the honourable gentleman. He had 
both deſcriptions, leaſt. one, or the other ſingly, 
\t appear untechnical, or not deſcriptive of the office, 
ard George Germain roſe, and obſerved that the clauſe as — C 
worded, was not deſcriptive of the office, which he had“ 
honour to fill, for it was neither that of third ſec 
ate, nor ſecretary of ſtate for the Colonies ; but “ one 
is Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate.” He did aſ- 
the committee, he wiſhed moſt ſincerely, if it ſhould 
nine to aboliſh any one of the three offices, it ſhould be 
he had the honour to fill ; but he thought it proper, 
ver to ſtate, what he thought was neceſſary, for the in- 
tion of the committee. 
he clauſe being amended greatly to this idea, Lord Beau- Lord . 
p roſe, and made a long ſpeech, in favour of the office, . 
gainſt the clauſe. 
> maintained very broadly and roundly, that that 
e had no right to interfere in the expenditure of the 
's civil liſt revenue, upon any other ground, but that 
oſs abuſe previouſly proved ; and even then, conſiſtent 
the ſpecial poſitive and veſted rights, accruing from a 
ative act, he doubted much, though it might be legal, 
er it would be conſtitutionally legal, to take from the 
by act of Parliament, what clearly belonged to it. 
certainly if abuſes were proved, it was competent to 
Houſe, to point out to their ſovereign, the proper mode 
moving, and correcting them; but in his opinion, that 
was not by paſſing of a law of reſumption, which 
d never be Kn to, in any given inſtance, but in 
f the Jaſt neceſſity, when every other means, had been 
and had been unſucceſsful. 
' oppoſing that it was right and fit for Parliament to 
: 4 motives of public œconomy, another queſtion 
L arite, whether the object to be attained, namely the 
| popoſed,” was that of ſufficient magnitude to juſtify 
oule in ſuppreſſing an uſeful office? For in the con- 
ation of the committee it muſt be deemed an uſeful of- 
tf the contrary were proved, It was clearly an in- 
a; and though the particular office propoſed to be 
ed, might or might not be of ſufficient conſequence to 
A alarm, he wiſhed gentlemen to conſider what the 
if bill went to. This clauſe forined but a part, and a 
part; but if the propriety of the preſent —.— 
| ould 
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Ks mould be determined, the ſame principle would ſpreyy 
through every other part of the bill, and be extende{s 
the branches of the royal houſehöld, and ifito the don 
arrangements within the royal palace itſelf. 
But to return to the clauſe as it now ſto9d, and pref 
the preſent bill to be formed on the ſentiments contig 
the petitions, he would wiſh to hear, if any one gen 
would venture to declare, that the office was a finecurek 
was attended with exorbitant fees, perquiſites or emolum 
that it was a heavy, expenſive eſtabliſhment or, that 
the ſource of much influence in the Houſe. He heli 
man would aſſert it was. But gentlemen may ſay, ity 
leſs and unneceſſary. If that be their argument, . 
ſhew to the committee that it is ſo; let not aſſertion if 
proof; and mere opinion paſs for argument. Whe 
have ſatisfied the committee of this; will it not be incu 
upon them to demonſtrate the right, as well as expedia at 
interfering, and reſuming the grant made to his Mate 
his 2% f to the throne; and which he received as a 
valent for an ample revenue, which, as ſovereign, he mw 
titled to enjoy, as ſoon as he was — King d 
country: and ſtill they will be called upon to ſhew, th 
reform is not anly juſt and neceſſary, but that the mo 
propoſed is the one only which may be the beſt, and] 


— —ᷣ„t—-—¼ 
— 
ng 


properly carried into execution. He had no doubt kl < 
ſhould hear it much inſiſted on, that ſhould the off 

aboliſhed, it would be no innovation; that is was WIRE" 
modern date; not more than ten or twelve years ln" 
He begged leave to give two anſwers to the argument. pin 
that there was a third ſecretary of ſtate, fo early as the! at 
of Edward VI. that there was a third ſecretary, fot 4 


years, during the late reign ; fo that the office was nd 
one, but an old one, recently revived ; and though 
not; he was clearly of opinion, that it would give fi 
moſt dangerous and alarming precedent, as it would f N 
eſtabliſh this maxim; that the legiſlature were the onl 5 
er judges of the detailed exerciſe of the executive Þ 
The principle would effect every eſtabliſhment ay 
or which might be hereafter made; in ſhort, it would 
the crown 7. 141 of its moſt valuable rights and pretq; 
that of diſcharging the duties veſted in it by the confiit 
the right of judgment, in what manner thoſe duties 
moſt aithfully and effeCtually be diſcharged, N 
Mr. 7. Mr. T. Tounſbend obſerved, that the preſent bill, . 
Townfpens. equrſe the clauſe before the committee, had two obe bow 
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and both perfectly conſonant to the prayers of the petitions. 
as of very little conſequence, whether it was the petitions 
he honourable gentleman, the framer of the bill, firſt 
k out the idea; but no one would deny, that they both 
o the ſame point, the reduction or the leſſening the in- 
ce of the crown, through the means of aboliſhing ſine- 
uſeleſs, and unneceſſary places; exorbitant ſalaries, &c. 
at the ſame time, applying the ſavings to be made, to the 
-ncies of the ſtate. 

would be neceſſary, therefore, to conſider the object of 
ill, as to its propoſed reſult, and the ſeveral confider- 
ws which collected together, conſtituted that reſult ; for 
gh they were connected in that light, they were not ſo 
arably connected, but one object might be attained inde- 
ent of another. The firſt great conſideration was, the 
wing. the influence of the crown, which in the opinion 
he people, and he believed a majority of that Houſe, had 
xoully increaſed of late years; and particularly fo, ſince 
cceſion of his preſent Majeſty. Hence the great ſource 
our preſent evils was ſuppoſed to originate, Stop up or 
off that great ſource, and every part of the political 
me would perform its wonted functions in its uſual 
der, This was the great object, as he obſerved before. 
was this to be effected? By aboliſhing the means of 
fluence ; by aboliſhing the eſtabliments that created it. 
preſent circumſtances of this country, made it likewiſe 
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ung improper purpoſes, to very proper purpoſes, in 
pinion; the relieving the people of part of their burdens, 
N that very influence complained of, had been inſtrumen- 
d impoſing. This in his opinion, contained an abſtract 
e whole ſubject; and with the permiſſion of the com- 
& he ſhould Night touch on each of theſe heads. 
noble friend | dad great ſtreſs on the generoſity of 
ron, on his preſent Majeſty's acceſſion, in contributin 
ten. the burdens of the people, by giving up the civ1 
Frenues, or duties, and taking in — thereof the ſtated 
do oool. per annum. This was a plauſible arguments 
might. be eaſily refuted, combining all the circum- 
8 exiſting at the time, and ſubſequent to that tranſ- 
he. ſhould therefore beg the indulgence of a few 
son that ſubject. During the whole reign of the late 
be never came to Parliament for affiftance, but once; 
dat immediately after a moſt dangerous and alarming 
= rrp from the _—_— of the — into the 
e kingdom. It would be totally unneceſſary, 
L. XVII. > L1 : he 
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ary, to appropriate the annual ſums thus laviſhed, in 
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he preſumed, to enter into arguments to prove, that ſud 
ſeaſon as that of rebellion, and a rebellion too which ng 
immediately affected the ſoveriegn on the throne, being; 
rected to the expulſion of himſelf and family, in fayoy 
a. Pretender to the crown, that very great and unconyy 
expences muſt have aroſe ; many of which, from the 
of the government, muſt have been drawn from the ciyi if 
Yet under thoſe peculiar circumitances, his Majeſty & 
reigning twenty years, deſired no more than 450,000], ng 
a free grant or gratuity ; but merely as a loan, which v] 
be repaid : and Mr. Pelham, the miniſter of the day or H 
cellor of the exchequer, when he delivered the meſſage u 
Houſe, aſſured it, that the civil liſt expences ſhould l 
trenched, and for what purpoſe? For repayment d 
money then propoſed to be drawn from the ſinking f 
and 2 which, as a further and poſitive confirmation d 
intentions, he propoſed that the civil liſt revenues ſhoul 
mortgaged. There was a peculiar circumſtance too, wit 
attended this tranſaction, which was, that what was de 
a favour, might be well urged, as a rightful demand; f 
was not a grant over and above the 800,000 l. granted a 
then Majetty's acceſſion ; but to make up the deficiency 
tween the duties appropriated to the payment of the civ 
Such was the conduct of the miniſters of the late King, | 
Majeſty never afterwards came to Parliament to hai 
debts paid. The royal family daily encreaſed. There 
the prince, and afterwards the princeſs of Wales's houſd 
There were ſeveral other branches of the royal family! 
alive. His preſent Majeſty's eſtabliſhment, for the fou 
five laſt years, as prince of Wales; the whole amounting 
expence unknown before, or he believed ſince; and yet 
the late King died, there was a ſum of upwards of 1790 
due to him from the public; and even including the wi 
what he received, the average amount of his annual 1 
did not exceed B15, or 813, ooo. 1 236] 

What was the ſtate of the civil liſt revenue, ſince thed 
mencement of the preſent reign? His Majeſty agreed u 
800,000. in lieu of the revenue appropriated, to the m 
nance and ſupport of the civil liſt. He highly app!" 
the conduct of thoſe, who adviſed his Meeſly to 0 
They were wiſe and able counſellors. But what was gien 
He believed, no more at the time, than about 30,0001. 4 | 
the duties having ſo far encreaſed towards the concluſt 
the late reign, This was an object of conſequence, “ 
true; but it would be neceſſary to ſtate the advantages Þ 
were derived to the nation; and he was ſorry ta ſay, wt! 
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el out nothing, or worſe than nothing. After a ſeries o 
ears war, and five M peace, the chancellor of the 
equer, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon came to Parlia- 
t, to demand the ſum of 513, oo0l. or an average ſum of 
ly 80,0001. per annum. And upon what pretence? A 
t fallacious one; that the 800,000 ſettled by Parliament, 
inadequate to the diſcharge of the neceſſary expences of 
ernment; and that the King's diſtreſs ſolely aroſe, from 
mprovident generoſity, that of giving up a ſum equal to 
amount of his income. Now the Pa thus ſtated, he 
d maintain was founded in fallacy. It was true, that the 
office act of the 5th of his preſent Majeſty, and ſome 
mercial regulations, paſſed ſubſequent to the civil lift 
of the 1ſt of his prefent Majeſty, had augmented the 
s to upwards of 870,000l. per annum, on an average of 
preceding ſeven years. But then, he would recommend 
be gentleman to reflect, that thoſe duties and taxes, were 
fly parliamentary grants, applied, and to be appropriated 
de public purpoſes, and could be deemed no more to belo 
rtaining to the crown, than any other duty, tax, or tne 
terer laid on as a ſecurity to the public creditors. In fact, 
had been regularly, and fully appropriated before this 
requiſite was made, 
o far for the claim of the crown in the firſt inſtance. In 
t years after, the ſame noble Lord came again to Parlia- 
ent for the ſum of 618,0001. to diſcharge the debts of 
civit liſt upon the ſame flimſy pretence, and upon the 
r occaſion, had the modeſty to aſk for an additional ſum of 
000). a year. In both caſes then the Miniſters of the 
n had falſified their own words with the Parliament, 
had broke the condition on which the ſovereign's words 
pledged to his people; and even had the effrontery on 
latter, as well as the former occaſion, to refuſe to give 
alſurance, that it would not be neceſſary to come to Par- 
tent for a further addition whenever the Prince of Wales 
d arrive at years proper to fix the eſtabliſhment of his 
ſehold. Thus in the courſe of fourteen years, or a period 
wo years foreign war, and two years civil war in America; 
Majeſty had received from Parliament, in addition and 
and above his ſtated revenue, the enormous ſum of 
50 l. While George II. in the courſe of a reign of 
two years, in which there was a moſt dangerous rebel» 
Within the land for one year, and two foreign wars 
den years continuance, received not a ſingle ſhilling more 
| his ſtated income, after allowing for * deficiency = 
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the duties, and of courſe the funds which compoſed his 
nue, and attended with this further additional circumſta 
that the expence of the different branches of the royal fn 
were upon an average, comparing the total of one reigny 
the period alluded to, greater during the forme period, 
the latter ; beſides he believed, it was well underſtood, 
his Majeſty contributed ſeveral very conſiderable ſums, ty 
port the farſt continental war made in ſupport of the Hat 
Auſtria. | | 
If "this plain undiſguiſed ſtate of facts, did not conta 
moſt unqueſtionable preſumptive evidence, of the infy 
of the crown, ae meant the diveſting its revenues u 
poſes which dared not be avowed, in corrupting aj 
fluencing the members of both Houſes of Parlianays 
would be vain to reſort to other arguments, for he ku 
none more relative or concluſive ; nor indeed of any, 
could be more ſo. If then this unneceſſary increaſe d 
venues was the true ſource of the encreaſed influence d 
crown ; and if this influence ought to be reduced withi 
bounds preſcribed by the conſtitution, the neceſſity d 
ublic reform, and national ceconomy, which was ad 
ed by his noble friend, and every other perſon wheh 

on the other ſide, would lay ſo immoveable a baſis in ſay 
of the meaſure, and in compliance with the wiſhes « 
people, as could not be ſhaken by any argument hom 
plauſibly, or artfully urged. 5 
If the principle of the bill, and the objects as he h 
ſcribed them, that of reducing the influence of the c 
and promoting public œconomy were incontrovertibly pn 
all that remained to be done in his opinion, was to apph 
principle ſo eſtabliſhed to the particular clauſe before thee 
mittee. What did the clauſe import? The aboliſhing 
uſeleſs office, that of a third ſecretary of ſtate. Her 
matter lay within a very narrow compaſs, It wan 
and he would add an uſeleſs office. He did not mean to! 
troxert the facts ſtated by the noble Lord, that ſuch an 
exiſted ſo early as the reign of Edward VI. or that i 
revived during the reign of the late King; for both] 
afforded fufficient proof that the office was diſcontinut! 
cauſe it was diſcovered to be uſeleſs. The poi it bean 
committee related merely to the queſtion of inutility. 
might have been five or a dozen ſecretaries for oupl 
knew, or cared, in former times. There were a great 
ber of great offices which had long ceaſed to exiſt, whicl! 
mode of arguing would juſtify the revival of. The 
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nee had nothing to do with that. What they had to con- 
was the utility of the office ; the influence the aboliſhi 
it would take away; and the money it would fave, - 
could ſay was, that the country had raiſed itſelf to the 
noſt pitch of nat tonal glory, that our poſſeſſions had been 
nded to every quarter of the globe; that our colonies 
| role to a degree of wealth, power, and population, un- 
wa perhaps in the an nals of any other mother country 
ler the ſun; and that, when he had no more than two 
aries of ſtate. A third was however appointed, and 
that inſtant the picture was completely reverſed in all 
zatures. We had loſt thoſe very colonies, and with them 
ir trade; we had been diſgraced in the eyes of all Europe, 
now threatened with ruin on every fide. He ſhould be 
amed to tire the patience of the committee, to prove what 
already ſufficiently clear to every unprejudiced man in 
Houſe, that the office of third ſecretary, if not a miſ- 
wous office, was an uſeleſs office; for which reaſon he 
d give his vote for the clauſe moved by his honourable 
| for aboliſhing it. | 
teveral things had fallen out in the debate, in the early 
of the day ; one of which in particular, called for a 
le obſervation from him. The noble Lord in the blue 
jon, had ſaid, that there were ſinecure and patent offices 
he exchequer, which ſtood exactly on the ſame ground 
the civil liſt revenue; they were granted for life; and 
ed in the poſſeſſors; but * the noble Lord, if the 
Its made to the crown of the ſame nature be reſumed; 
ught the ſalaries derived from ſinecure places, as well as 
dthers of that kind. He had little reaſon to doubt of the 
er whence the various paragraphs that appeared in a 
ain morning paper originated; in which this doctrine was 
punced, and the propriety of carrying it into execution 
ly maintained. Thoſe who paid for the inſertion of 
e paragraphs, beſt knew whether they were the ſame 
Ns who ſupported them in that Houſe, who were likewiſe 
authors of them in print. He among others had not 
ped the ſcurrillous attacks of thoſe concealed calumnia- 
and thoſe whom they hired to ſtab every perſon in that 
de other Houſe, that differed from them in opinions. 
le enemies to truth, for they knew better, and only pro- 
ed the falſehood to anſwer the purpoſe-of a day, be faid, 
Ur 2 tellers place in the exchequer. The noble 
it that was a crime, could he believed, exculpate him 
the charge. It was needleſs to fay a ſyllable on that 
| | part 
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part of the ſubject. © But every perſon who knew any h 
at all about the matter, knew that ſuch a place was hey 
a near relation of his, (his father) but if he ſhould yg 
riſe to give an opinion whether it would or would not ben 
8 per to aboliſh the tellers places, he ſhould expect to ſee} 
ſelf miſrepreſented through the ſame vehicle of minif 
abuſe, without a poſfibility of efcaping cenſure. If he 
approved of the propoſed abolition, it would be immedi 
imputed to him, that he was very ready to deprive his { 
reign of an eſtate for life, in the civil liſt revenue; bu 
alarmed, and had ſtrongly oppoſed, when tlie ſame nch 
threatened his own intereſt in the place held by bag 
relation, which was his property, as much as if adult 
nis own poſſeſſion. If on the other hand, be ſhou!d dg 
his opinion, that the place of teller ought to be abo 
the cry would be equally, ſtrong ; It would be ſaid tate 
he had no intereſt at all, or if he had, it was very ti 
or, precarious ; for it depended merely upon the lifedt 


that it had not been exerciſed to effect the purpoſes on 
the preſent bill was ſuppoſed to proceed. That allow 
Exiſtence to the extent in which it had been contendcd;1 
aſe was incompetent to interfere, or controul its eie 
ture. That that Houſe was not obliged to attend to theft 

tions of the people, further than the ſentiments contained 

them accorded with their own judgment, That ſuyp# 

the petitions were right in praying for the aboliſhing 

uſeleſs and unneceſſary places, the office propoſcd d 

= aboliſhed by this clauſe did not come within that deſcrip 
= and, conſequently, it was not ſapported by any reaſon 
4 could or ought to be preſumed to operate within or Wi 
%%% I-24 


2 0 

aged perſon, who in the common courſe of things coull a | 

| long continue to enjoy it. In either point, therefor, iam 

F thought it more prudent to be ſilent; but this he would hi 

* whether it might or might not be proper to aboliſh the ach tl 

ö of teller, he was clearly, of opinion, that the interet Hie 

by the preſent poſſeſſors, by no.mcans partook of hat te 

1. — f 

f of tenure, by which the crown held the rcycaucs dt „tl 

civil liſt. d nc 

t The Seere- , The Secretary at N ur contended, as the leading prin Was 
| fary er 27 of his ſpeech, that the influence of the crown, io fark ite 

being encreaſed, ſince the acceſſion of his preſent Me, 

: hag: rather, been on the decline; but whatever it might nt t 
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anſwer to the honourable. gentletnah who fpoke' laſt, 
to ſhew in general that the influence of the crown. had 
bncreaſed in point of revenue, or any collateral cauſe, he 
ended; that his preſent Majeſty gained nothing by the 
extia grants made by Parliament, in the year 1968 and 
; for notwithſtanding the ingentous diſtinCtion taken by 
onourable,gentleman, he was perfectly well founded in 
ending that the duties arifing from the poſt- office, unleſs 
rwiſe underſtood, at the time belonged to the crown as 
of its inalienable revenue, The poſt- office act, was be- 
an act of regulation. If the crown poſſeſſed the poſt- 
duties at the time, Parliament would not, nor could 
interfere, unleſs upon the idea, that the crown was 
ly in poſſeſſion of a revenue fully adequate to its out- 
ps ; conſequently, that not being the caſe, it could hardly 
eſumed that Parliament would interfere, and take away, 
ſume what they muſt know it ſtood in need of, | 
> obſerved that Parliament immediately after the revo- 
a ſettled a revenue of 700,000]. a year upon King 
am; and he believed there was not a gentleman who 
him, who from his own experience was not fully per- 
d that 700, oool. ninety years ago, was not much more 
able than goo, oool. a year at preſent. Indeed, he might 
al to many preſent, whether within the laſt thirty years 
, the price of all the neceſſaries of life was not en- 
d nearly in that proportion? 
was become very cuſtomary with the gentlemen on the 
ite ſide of the Houſe, to repreſent the reign of that 
e, as the patern or pureſt model of imitation to the 
nt times, and to extol that Prince's private and po- 
| virtues, He believed with a good deal of juſtice. 
mas a Prince who poſſeſſed many great and uſeful 
e virtues, But when he faid this, he begged gentle- 
would take the whole of the teign together, and 
ſe the whole of that Prince's political conduct, and 
dmparing facts, judge fairly. He wiſhed they would 
e impartially, and declare whether they believed King 
am would ſubmit to haye that revenue reſumed, which 
been once ſettled upon him by act of Parliament? 
the eircumſtance he was going to relate, he had every 
u to believe he would not. In the early part of that 
s reign, the civil liſt revenue was granted only from 
to year, He found the great inconvenience of this de- 


ent ſituation, in which he was in effect deprived of any 
of his own, as he muſt concede to whateyer was aſked 
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from him; becauſe thoſe who choſe to aſk, had the 
of compelling him to —— by withholding the gray 
the civil lift revenue till they had gained the point they gif 
to obtain. It was upon this occaſion, that that Prine 
heard to declare he was not King, or but an annuil kig 
till his revenues were ſettled upon him for life, and th 
in caſe they were not, to abdicate the crown, and rein 
Holland. The misfortunes which muſt have been the « 
ſequence of ſuch a ſucceſſion, induced the Parliament 
make a grant of the civil liſt revenue on him for life, þ 
ply that fact to the arguments uſed in ſupport of the pr 
bill, and the caſe was, if poſſible, much ſtronger. For her 
grant was for life, but the reſumption propoſed went to; 
his preſent Majeſty nothing which he could ſafely all 
own. This year ſuch a reform was neceſſary ; the neu 
another reform might be deemed ſo: in ſhort, no mana 
pretend to ſay, where this rage of public reformation ny 
ſtop ; for plaufible reaſons would never be wanting, all 
fine the King for the time being, inſtead of exercilngl 
independent Lide power, as one of the three braid 
of the legiſlature, would probably be reduced to a precai 
pittance, He would in truth be no more than the ſhady 
a King, He would be a penſioner indeed of the lowerd 
and of courſe, muſt at all times ſubmit to whoever ml 
hereafter lead the majorities of that Houſe. , | 
Much ſtreſs had been laid upon the preſumed, cxconon 
the laſt reign 3 upon the greatneſs and goodneſs of tht 
King, and among other virtues, his frugality had bd 
much inſiſted upon. No man who heard him wa 
ready and willing to pay the juſt tribute of praiſe tothe 
King's memory. He was perſuaded that he was 2 gol! 
magnanimous Prince, but when he ſaid this, it was hüt 
as a ſubject, as a member of that Houſe, aud a ſerval ooh 
his preſent Majeſty, to affirm that he was tccond to nol + 
bis ceſſors in all the virtues, all the amiable and 
qualities which adorn a Prince; and he believed Is 
knowledge would bear him out in the aſſertion, that tht 
fluence of the crown was not encreaſed ſince the acceſic 
his preſent Majeſty, or if it was really encreaſed, that min 
erciſe had not correſponded with the means, 
He knew not well what was meant by the looſe, e , 
deſcription of the influence of the crown, It might" 
any thing, or every thing, or nothing, He believe! 
pecuniary light, that the means of influence according ol 
decreaſed value of money between the preſent times, 
revolution, were not encreaſed. He was perſuaded in 


3 


1780. D E B A W E 8. 265 


at of view, they were or could not, for he was ſatisfied 
lependent, of other circumſtances, that conſidering the 

y. aumerous family bis Majeſty muſt neceſſarily ſupport, 

t oo now, was no more than equal to 800, oool. 

| upwards during the late reign, There was the conſtant 

nſehould of the Queen, There was the Prince of Wales's 

uſchold,, and a ſuitable proviſion to be made for the young 

inces; and he left it to gentlemen to judge, whether under 

theſe circumſtances, oo, oool. afforded any further ſources 

pecumaty influence, in the year 1780, than 800,000, did 

ty years ago. | 2. 3 

But independent of mere matter of opinion, he would ap- 

Uto one of the branches of influence, and much the 

kateſt veſted in the crown by the conſtitution, that of 

ating peers. He would call it a conſtitutional influence, 

d he would acknowledge it to be very powerful in its 

As. Vet, how had this been exerciſed fince the acceſſion 

his preſent Majeſty ? That after fix years, in 1765, the 

mber of Peers were the ſame as in 1760, when his Ma- 

Fy aſcended the throne ; and that ſince that period to the 

ſent time the number of Peers were leſs by three or four 

Iw than in 176b, and of courſe in 1760, at his Majeſty's 

ceſſion. 1 

Mr. Burke, in anſwer to what had been ſaid by the Attorney Mr. Burke, 
neral, concerning the injuſtice of puniſhing the abuſe of 
expenditute of the civil liſt without proof, and to what 

d been (aid relative to the ſame ſubject by Lord Beauchamp, 

dk 2 diſtinction between the judicial and legiſlative capacity 
Parliament, In the former, they were without doubt to 

deeed in all caſes upon legal evidence. In the latter, they 

| a right, and it was their duty to make whatever regula- 

ns they judged neceſſary for the preſervation of the conſti- | 
jon. He reprobated, in the ſtrongeſt, terms of reprehen- | 
n, the doctrine, that there was no difference between the ; 
ng's property in the civil liſt, and private property, The 


ng was only a truſtee for the public. Property and ſub- 
bs exiſted before Kings were elected, and endowed, with a 
tion of the former for the protection of the latter, And 
| the ſervant, the creature of the people, be repreſents 

reaſonable ſubjects, by; falſe and pretended friends, AS 


ming an inherent, ſelf-created original and  diy4n 7 t 
the voluntary grants of that people for whoſe gogd he fe- 
ved it, and for whoſe good it may be re ſumed * is I, the 


[ quinteſſence of jocobitiſm. It is not toryiſm, <6 Jaco 
Im, Tories lean indeed towards monarchy ; but fil they 
ol, XVII Mm profeſs 
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profeſs that the monarchy to which they lean, is a monary 
limited withm certain bounds by the law, and controul:hl;1 
the conſtitution. Jacobitiſm elevates Kings into the rank g 
Gods, and contends, that the people were made for they 
not they for the people. But it is doing jacobitiſm injuftiy 
that jacobitiſm, at leaſt, the remains of which we hy 
ſeen in this country, to compare it with the doQrines we h 
heard this day; for there is ſomething generous in 2 fe 
attachment to the perſons of a royal family in diftre(s, w 
the compaſſion of the heart makes amends for the errang 
the judgment. But in the preſent times, in this enlizhiad 
age, in this country, and on this occaſion, to avouw ſud 
theories of deſpotiſm, is ſomething worſe than jacobitify 
It is jacobitiſm ſublimated and refined into a deteſted (yy 
of the moſt humiliating flavery. He did not agree with g 
noble Lord, that work is always performed with greater 
pedition by manyſervants, than by few; for one truſts ot 
other; he devolves the labour on the ſh ulders of his fell 
ſervants, and finds means of eluding cenſure for not doing i 
duty. A groom becomes the favourite'ot his ſporting maſter;Þ 
gets an aſſiſtant for his conveniency ; the aſſiſtant becom 
the groom, and he himſelf is ftra ghtway «dvanced intol 
ſinecure place of maſter of the horſes. "The new gra 
gets Tom to clean the ſtable; Tom grows very handy, 
then there is no doing without Tom. I wonder, see 
body, how he could do fo long without Tom ! | hethg 
happens, Sir, in higher departments; even in the big 
office of ſtate, there are uſeleſs ſupernumeraries. Sir, | al 
here call the late Earl of Suffolk from the dead; tho . 
am convinced that even if one ſhould riſe from the d 
there are ſome who would not, on this ſubject, beliewl 
teſtimony, Lord Suffolk was a man of honour ; ke w 
not have fat a year in his bed-chamber reſting his legs, 
Aifted with the zout, on his green box containing the pil 
of his office, at the ſame time have held the place of kl 
tary of ſtate, if he had not been convinced in his conſe 
that the buſineſs of the ſtate would be very well nat 
without his affſtance. Nay, after he was dead, his 
remained with him, The third Secretaryſhip is alcadys 
tinct; it was depoſited with the corpſe of Lord Suffolk 
a ſuperb cemetery. Its funeral obſequies were performed! 
the occaſion ; it was laid aſide with that pomp which vl 
its pomp ; enſigns, ſcutcheons, flambeaux, &c. A ſuceeh 
after an interval of a year, was indeed apointed to him. | 
if you aſk the reaſon, no other can be given than tie 2 
12 | | — . 11 
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an's; the other two ſecretaries were doing nothing, and a 
ird was appointed to help them, ; 
It had been urged with great ſeeming weight, and effected 
zuſibility, that the office propoſed to be aboliſhed, by the 
ſent bill, would be productive but of very trifling ſaving, 
ew thouſand pounds. Granted ; but every plan muſt have 
beginning, and every great plan muſt conſiſt of ſeveral 
ts, If the whole of the bill was meant to conſiſt but of 
s clauſe, the argument might have the appearance of an 
ſwer, Was that the caſe? He preſumed not. It was but 
ſingle object, among many others, of great conſequence. 
d he begzed that gentlemen would look to the aggregate, 
ſum total, and not to the items of which it was compoſed ; 
t trifling as the ſum might appear to the gentlemen on the 
ter fide of the Houſe, it would pay a regiment of cavalry ; 
not, at leaſt, it would a regiment of infantry, which 
ne was an object of concern in our preſent ſtate of natio- 
diſtreſs. But it was not even the expence, but the miſ- 
jef that had aroſe from the eſtabliſhment of that office, 
ich had thrown the empire into all the miſeries of a civil 
; which had loft us America, and brought us into a con- 
| with our powerful and inveterate enemies, which laſt 
cumſtance threatened us with ruin, almoſt inevitable, 
is office was eſtabliſhed, or raiſed, for he cared not which, 
the year 1768, on purpoſe to introduce a noble Lord in 
other Houſe, the Earl of Hillſborough, into his Majeſty's 
ancils, What was the conſequence of that appointment? 
de very circumſtances he had been alluding to. That 
ble Lord, as the very firſt act of official power, wrote his 
hous circular letter to the ſeveral colonies, aſſuring them 
t no taxes would be laid upon them, He had endeavoured 
deceive them, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, ia 
years after, introduced a bill into that Houſe for taxin 
, ora conciliary propoſition, as he called it, as the intel 
$ of a law for that purpoſe, The people of America 
dy this, that they could have no reliance on miniſterial 
dmiſes, not even on the word of the King, whoſe name 
deen proſtituted in fo ſhameful a manner; even in one 
ace, ſo far as to aſſure the aſſembly of Virginia, that he 
longer wiſhed to govern them, than he Moule preſerve his 
Id inviolate with them as to the promiſe he then made, 
then entered into a ſhort view of the American war, and 
of the American ſecretary, Was extremely ſeyere on 
late appointment of Lord Carliſle, as he conſidered the 
ce of firſt Lord of Trade, merely as a finecure place, 
M m 2 which 
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L e. The Lord Advocate of Scotland ſaid, that be would anj 


tate. 


ence of the crown was fo exceſſive, the miniſter carried 
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which he called the idle labour, or laborious idleneſs of , 
dern office; and concluded by obſerving, that beſides the g 
tual ſaving to the public, and the leſſening the influences 
the crown, the buſineſs tranſacted in the reſpeQive ofpeag 
Secretary of State, united again, as it had formerly, be hy 
executed by fewer hands. 


all ſpeculative arguments, and extraneous matter, and q 
fine himſelf, on this queſtion, to certain land-marks fixe i 
the conſtitution, and to the experience of near a centuy 
during which period we had been a free and happly peak 
The conſtitution was ſettled and defined more preciſely i 
it had been before at the Revolution. Before that period 
civil liſt had been voted to the Kings of England, with 
any ſpecification of what part of it ſhould be applied toi 
maintenance of armies or navies, and what to the ſuppond 
their houſehold and civil government. At the Revoluti 
this evil was remedied,.a certain ſum was appropriated tk 
defence of the ſtate, and a certain ſum to the King, to whi 
he had as good a right as any individual could have to hisg 
vate property. For whether you call the King truſter, { 
vant of the public, or Sovereign, he was an hereditary My 
narch, and inherited the rights and property of his prede 
ſors by as firm a right of inheritance as any, by which a 
gentleman in this Houle laid claim to the eſtate of his anc 
tors. If then the King had not violated the limitations fu 
to the exerciſe of the royal prerogatives at the Revolutiag 
was not in the power of Parliament to deprive him of thejal 
and conſtitutional rights and property. He ſaid, the all 
Lord near him was not a violent Miniſter ; he had ol 
heard him accuſed, without doors, of being too remiſs 10 
exertion of miniſterial influence, [A cry of hear him! bl 
him ] He ſaid, that all hiſtory was full of vain clandg 
againſt the influence of the crown ; aſked why, if the ink 


queſtions by ſo ſmall majorities? Adviſed-Parliament ee, 
ware of eſtabliſhing precedents that might endanger ally 
vate property; inſiſted that it was incumbent on thoſe 


withed to deprive the King of his civil liſt, to give ſome aur { 
lanation or other, ſuitable to their deſigns, of that A 
arliament, which conferred it on him; that if the be { 
had faved an hundred thouſand pounds, and laid it into not | 


hands of his banker, they might with equal juſtice, nay, Wi 
greater 7 have ſeized it then on the plea they zw he 
now, If he laid it out in building, or other amuſemel 
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could not have pretended that it was miſapplied, much 
oht they to find fault with him for employing it in the 
of the ſtate. He recommended to gentlemen to re- 


cious rage for innovation might be extended, if all par- 
tary grants would be reſumed ; particularly.in the caſe 
> noble Dukes alluded to early in the debate, (Dukes of 
ond and Grafton) for in his opinion the doctrine was 
ve to all grants of every kind. If gentlemen were pre- 
ofay ſo, let them directly come toja vote upon it; though 
ſelf, he muſt ſay, as he was againſt voting any part 
Majeſty's revenue away, he would be equally averſe to 
ching private property, legally and equitably enjoyed, 
many generations. | 

George Germaine gave the hiſtory of the office of third 
pry of State; ſhewed that the abolition of it would only 
ning of five thouſand pounds ac moſt ; ſaid. that King 


| that he was not an independent King, before he was 
| with an independent revenue; aſked why Parlia- 
if they thought the King ſhould be dependent, had 
ſettlement on him for life? Why did you not feed 
dm hand to mouth? &c, With regard to the offices of 
ry of State, if one of them muſt be aboliſhed, he with- 
jght be that one which was held by himſelf. He added, 
King's revenue was his private and excluſive property; 
much his as any property held or enjoyed by thoſe 
ard him; and believed, it would A extremely odd 
ars of any gentleman preſent, if told by a perſon, you 
at by contract; ride by contract; you ſpend too much: 
e, you are not in debt, but that ſignifies nothing. 
an live upon ſuch a ſum, by retrenching ſuch and ſuch 
8; and the reſidue of your income ſhall be applied to 
Ice of the ſtate, The preſent bill, in his opinion, 
ily to that length; and if applicable to the civil liſt ex- 
Ire, was equally applicable to every ſingle individual 
Houſe, and out of it. 


ur (near one o'clock) from going fully into the de- 
was on a ſubject the moſt important and intereſting z 
de ſhould detain the Houſe ever fo late upon it, he 
not think that he ſtood in need of making an apology; 
the firſt place, he could not but be ſurpriſed and aſto- 
to hear ſo much as had been ſaid againſt the abſtract pro- 
lugreſted by a right honourable gentleman, who * 
0 


rioufly on the conſequence; and how far ſuch a wild, 
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m, the guardian of the liberties of mankind, had com- | 


ermaine. 


Fox ſaid, he ſhould not be deterred by the lateneſs of Mr. Fox. 
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ſo frequently been alluded to in the courſe of the eg 
There was nothing he wiſhed for more than for the Hy 
come to a determination upon that very great conflityy 
queſtion, whether they were competent or not to interſy 
matters that reſpected the King's civil liſt, It waz, 
upon which men's minds ſeemed to dwell; and in the} 
of which the whole nation was fo eſſentially concern 
could not for one, but wiſh moſt heartily to have ith 
the Honſe in a debateable ſhape, and decided upon x; (x 
poffible; and, indeed, he ſhould have liked the righ 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Rigby] better than he %, 
ſhould have thought him more fair, and the juſtice of th 
ple better dealt with, had he taken a proper opporturin, 
he ſurely might have donc, of ſubmitting the queti 
which he profeſſed himſelf ſo warm an advocate, andy 
have ſtarted it to the Houſe, at a time he knew it coulda 
moved regularly, and decided one way or the other, 

But the Right Honourable gentleman impreſſed theꝶ 
ciple of the reſolution he had broached, and the princigt 
to pervade the whole bill; ſo that when any clauſe cin 
der diſcuſſion, it was to operate againſt it, as if the git 
really had been accepted of by the Houſe. Gentlem 
not like abſtract propoſitions, and a noble Lord I Lom 
champ] reprobated ſpeculative queſtions, becauſe thy 
not like unparliamentary proceedings, and that they we 
made for the purpoſe of being ſpread abroad to it 
public know what the Houſe was doing. Ws it 
ble to conceive any thing more ſhameful and a 
For his part, he declared, and he took a ſort of 
declaring it, that he wiſhed to have thoſe very abſtrad 
fitions decided, and that for the purpoſe of letting tit] 
ple of England know what they had to expect; i 
was reſolved to uſe every means in his power that the «op 
might know what the Houſe did, and what the mend! 
dividually did, in order that the people might un 
properly, as they ought to do, who were to bell 
and who were not. But gentlemen ſhrunk from theph 
tion reſpecting the King's civil lift; they were afraid 
It; and even the boldeft of the miniſterial phalanx wt 
to hazard it, though ſome of them had not ſcrupled i 1 2 
the principle, and to ſupport, in heir ſpeeches, M 
Houſe bad no right to interfere init. Good God! had Ing's 
aſleep ! how had he been loft to hm elf to what lief be a 
bad all his education. his knowledge and experten; „ 
gained, if that was really the fact! But, ſurely, it wow 

| 2 
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Joarine eſtabliſhed in that Houſe, that the King way 
\ncontrouled in his civil liſt, Did men know what they 
ſſerting when they held any ſuch language? Did men 
{ee no danger in it? Or were men fo truly ignorant, or 
to the will of others, as not to know, or knowing, 
ſtand up, and fairly tel! the Houſe, that they were 
tent to the purpoſe, and that the King was only a truſ- 
the people, and liable to have his accounts inſpected 
liament. Had not ſuch a practice been the uniform 
e of Parliament? How was it with James II.? Had 
t unhappy King, who preferred a wre!ched miſerable 
1 from the Court of France, in preference to the law of 
tjects on conſtitutional grounds, his whole revenue 
from him ? 
was amazed to hear any oppoſition made to ſo plain an 
a power ſo rooted in Parlizment? For had the pre- 
ing any hereditary right? Parliament, indeed, had 
him the ſucceſſor to the throne, but hereditary right he 
one He was, as an honourable friend near him [Mr. 
Thad declared, the mere creature of the people's inſtitut- 
and held nothing but what he held in truſt for the peo- 
pr their uſe and benefit, Could gentlemen then think 
urd as to conclude, that the King's civil lift revenue 
yen to his M-jeſty to expend juſt as he ſhould think 
o, it was given him for the ſervice of the public, and 
ople's repreſentatives had at all times a conſtitutional 
ity to enquire into the expenditure of that allowance, 
uce it, and, indeed, to take the whole of it, or in other 
to refume the whole of it into their hands again, when- 
e abuſe of it, or the exigencies of the times ſhould 
eit, The King, it was true, was the Sovereign of the 
, but the King was to hold the crown only as long as 
pple ſhould chuſe. This, he truſted, he might ad- 
without offence. He felt himſelf warm, and he knew 
ut he truſted he was neither unparliamentary, nor diſ- 
J. He again afferted, that the King was no longer 
than while he ſhould be found to wear the crown for 
dof his people, for that all power lodged in the crown, 
| here, could only center in that one great and funda- 
point, | OF, FI Is 
a certain maxim, however, laid down, and there 
loſe prepoſterous enough to ſupport it, that touching 
Ing's civil liſt, would be meddling with private pro- 
he abſolutely denied. But admitting for a moment 
i Was that not often done, when the good of the put 
IC 
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lie called for ſuch a ſacrifice? In making turnpike; w 
roads, was not private property meddled with? aud 
Parliament do it every week in the courſe of the ſeſſon 
why was not the private property of Majeſty, if the! 
civil lift really was private property, to be curtailed, yy 
neceſſities of the ſtate called upon Parliament to do it? 
Te influence of the crowa had been ſaid to har 
not from any encreaſe of the civil Iſt, or an improge 
it, but from the large augmentation of the navy and 
and gentlemen were not, with a candour he did not: 
imitate, to aſk the fide of the Houſe on which he ranks 
they would attack the civil to reduce the influence they 
plained of? He was aware of the ſubtility of the 
and was ready to meet it. The naval and military an 
ments, however extenſive, were inſiſted upon as ng 
They naturally brought a prodigious influence wit 
eſtabliſhments, and yet they were not to be leſſened, 
then was Parliament to check the influence of thee 
Not by reducing the navy, or the army, for they m 
quifite and natural influences. What way then wat 
narrow that influence but by ſtriking off part of then 
Parliament had no other way of doing it, they hadm 
native; they were to reduce the influence in a manner 
in their power, and they had no other mode of getig 
but through the civil liſt, 
An honourable and learnedgentleman [the Lord Ain 
had denied the influence of the miniſter to be great 
heretofore, becauſe his majorities in Parliament wh 


larger than the majorities of other miniſters, Thea Ne 1 
ties of the preſent miniſter were become very {mall Mit 
but the learned gentleman did not ſee the true cauſe, WM leſt 
not becauſe the miniſter uſed leſs influence than he hal bo 
| but becauſe gentlemen ſaw better than they uſed to G 5 
if he was to eſtimate the degree of corruption and | an 
of the miniſter, by the ſize of his majorities, he was nn © 
to believe that he would ſoon have reaſon to think bl — 
virtuous and poor indeed. If, however, the learned Own i 


man meant, when he ſaid the miniſter uſed no influd 
confine it to his conduct of the preſent day, he woul 
and cordially agree with him, for he had, indeed, uſ 
When the right honourable gentleman nezr hin 
Rigby] threw out his favourite reſolution, that the I 
no power, nor could interfere with the King's civil] 
noble Lord uſed no influence to make the Houſe 
No, the m.nifter ſhrunk back to his native modeſty, 1 nder ce 
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Houſe to their own choice, Nay, the right honourable 
atleman himſelf, who wiſhes ſo —— to put the queſ- 
n, had exerciſed as little of his power. hough he wanted 
e queſtion put, he had uſed none of his influence; he had 
© his friends and relations to themſelves, and to vote for 
order of the day, by which the poſſibility of putting his 
lution was all at once done away, Even the Right Ho- 
arable Gentleman's deputy, the Deputy Paymaſter, Sir 
Caſwall, had at length voted againſt him, and yet ſo little 
ſpoſed was he for uſing CO—_ he dared to ſwear he 
uld readily forgive him. He truſted he ſhould not find him 
rned out of office for it, but that the thing would be con- 
ered with all that perfect candour, liberal ſentiments, and 
dy reconciliation, ſo congenial to the right honourable 
ntleman's mind. 

But to ſpeak ſeriouſly was there really no undue or un- 
aftitutional influence? Was there not a monſtrous influ- 
ce that pervaded every department of ſtate? How happened 
| that ſuch a ſhamful and ſcandalous diſmiſſion had taken 
ace of the Lords Lieutenants? Had not the influence of the 
oon been harſhly uſed in that reſpect? The Marquis of 
armarthen and the Earl of Pembroke had their Lord Lieu- 
nancies taken from them, and for what? Why, becauſe 
enoble Marquis had written his ſentiments on the York 
tition, and the other noble Peer had preſumed to vote 
reeable to his conſcience in Parliament. Ia time of peace 
me reaſon might be offered, or ſome pretext ſet up, for the 


hen we were at war, and the militia might every day be 
anted for ſervice, and to make noblemen of the firtt and 
Weſt families in the kingdom the objects of ſuch diſmiſſion, 
as, in his opinion, a plain and open indication, that the 
00% was to be employed in a way it ought not to be em- 
oyed. | 

come gentlemen had aſked, was there any proof to be ad- 
ced that there really exiſted any undue influence of the 
own? As to proving an undue influence of that kind, were 
ntlemen in earneſt when they called for proof? How wa 


lade a blunder, for he was going to ſay, that the influence 


ared in the light, that it was not one of theſe things ſo cap» 
ble of proving aay otherwiſe than the notoriety of the fact. 

fle would now apply himſelf more cloſely to the queſtion 
nder conſideration, and he wondered much that ſome gentle- 
Vol. XVII. N n men 


moval of Lords Lieutenants, but to make ſuch diſmiſſions 


e influence of the crown to be proved? He had almoſt 


the crown ſhewed itſelf only in the dark, or it appeared ſo 
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men ſhould make it a ground of objection to it, that it _ 
unfair, taking it for. granted that a reform was neceſſary, thy 
the King's civil liſt ſhould be attacked in the firſt inſtang 
Good God ! how could ſuch aſſertions eſcape men who " 
lued all their candour and underſtanding ? Had not oppol. 

tion endeavoured by every means in their power to fetten 
the public expence ? Had they not attempted over and ow 
to ſtop the preſent unnature] war againſt America, or, iſ 
was to be continued, to withdraw our troops from thence, þ 
that they might be employed where they were really wanted, 
and an immenſe load of debt thereby avoided ? It had bw 


ſaid, too, what new oppreſſion or injuries do you feel? Wy F 
It poſſible for ſuch a queſtion to be cooly ſtated ? Was the lh * 
of America nothing new? Was the loſs of our Weſt-Inda * 
lands nothing new? Had we no new taxes? And were ng | : 
all theſe things new injuries and oppreſſions ? y 
With reſpect to the office of third Secretary of State, i "ir 
ſurely ought to be aboliſned. Not one ſingle argument hu * 
even been attempted to prove there was any utility to atiſe i n f 
continuing it. If, indeed, there was occaſion for it, and | th 
the noble Lord at the head of it no had more than o, 1co|, ＋ 
as he had ſaid, it was by much too ſmall a ſum, but only 1 
4.500 J. would be ſaved to the public by taking away the 3 
office, was, in his opinion, no reaſon why it ſhould not h * 
done, The ſame objection might be brought againſt eren | 
clauſe in the bill, if it was to be admitted as an argumentagaink 0 
it, that it was only to ſave ſuch a ſpecific ſum of money: * 
4,500 J. taken by itſelf, was, perhaps, not ſo great a ſun; 1 
but when a number of thoſe ſums were added together, the np 
would amount to a very great ſum total, and it was in the . b of 
gregate, the reform in the public expenditure was propoſe n 
in the bill before the Houſe: beſides, it was to check the in- li 
fluence of the crown the oppoſition had in view. It was nt 0 
by aboliſhing the third office of Secretary of State that tei e. 
ſhould fave ſo much money, but ftrike off ſo much of ti: a 
influence of the crown, which was, and ought to be, d Wi: 
great and primary object before them. And now he woul es 
aſk the Houſe, if the King's civil liſt allowance was not b 8 
be proportioned to the ſituation of the times ? | the 
If the Houſe had now to fix the amount, would they git 


his Majeſty ſo enormous a ſum as co, OOO. a year? Would 
any gentleman, even for the ſake of argument, for it could 
uſed for no other end, venture to contend, that the civil lik 
ſhould be diſproportioned to the ability of the public ? [ndeed, 


it had been pretended, that gco,cool, was now no more I 
| | f 
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\u3l to 70, cool. in the reign of King William, but he re- 
obated the computation as idle and fallacious, The price 
proviſions, it was true, was higher now than then ; but did 
e price of proviſions aff ct the royal houſehold ſo materially? 
wondered it ſhould be touched upon; but admitted the 
namely, that coo, ooo l. was now no more than what 
o col was; was this reign ike William's? Parliament, 
Jecd, allowed that elorious Prince an ample income; but 
1 he not occaſion for their liberality? Good God, was this 
1to be compared with the reign of that,glorious and puiſ- 
it Prince, who had ſuch juſt and extenſive wars upon his 
is; he was engaged in great and noble undertakings, and 
le he had the ſtate at home to ſettle and adjuſt, was form- 
the moſt capital and valuable alliances with foreign 


vers. 
he civil eſtabliſhment for the preſent King was, indeed, 
| liberally conſidered by Parliament upon his acceflian to 
throne, They held him, as he profeſſed himſelf, a free- 
n Briton, and made him a ſettlement equal to the predilec- 
they formed in his favour, - They took for granted every 
g he promiſed, and did not know what he really meant. 
y had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the ſyſtem by which his 
ernment was to be regulated, and did not know thoſe ca- 
ities and miſeries they were to experience from an Ame- 
war, Parliament little expected what they have 
ſo badly reliſhed. But great as the ſum of oo, ooo l. 
ith what ſort of face is it that even that is the King's ci- 
Iſt? Does he not come to Parliament time after time 
ing them to pay off what he is in arrears? Are not the 
$ of the crown, even in this gigantic, overgrown allow- 
as regularly voted as new taxes? Even at preſent, the 
liſt, he underſtood, to be behind hand no leſs than three 
ers, ſo that another application for paying off the debts 
e crown might ſoon be expected; nay, a noble Lord 
d George Germaine) had openly ſaid, that the King's 
ſhment would want a ſtill further inereaſe as the 
es of the royal family grew up. 
order to ſhew that the Houſe had no right to interfere 
the civil liſt, the ſame noble Lord had aſked him, what 
he had to queſtion him about his ſtyle of living? As 
le ſtood at preſent, he would readily allow him, that 
v none, But if he was living beyond his income, and 
to pay his debts contracted thereby, he ſhould think 
a juſt right to enquire into his conduct, and to ſay 
rely might lop off this, or that article of extravagance, 
N n 2 And 


PARLIAMENTARY A nk 


And how, otherwiſe, did the oppoſition mean to deal y 
the King? And yet any ſtrangers preſent, to hear the aw 
ments uted by the miniſterial fide, would conclude, thay 
Houſe was moved to take away the King's private purſe 
not reduce the civil liſt, the allowance of which wg 
ones to him by Parliament, in truſt for the people, 

heir uſe, and not for his own private occaſions, to do yi 
it juſt as we might chuſe. 

That the motion before the committee was perfeQly a 
able to, and in ſupport of the petitions of the peopt 
England, he ſtrongly contended for. They prayed fora 
minution of the influence of the crown, and the aboliſh 
of one of the ſecretaries of ftate, tended directly toþ 
point. In ſupport of the motion itſelf, he thought ex 
thing might be ſaid, that need be ſaid. Experience 
better than theory, and it had been proved, that tuo fe 
taries of ſtate were ſufficient, for Lord Suffolk was & 
nearly twelve months, before a perſon was appointed to 


ceed him. uſe 

He was ſorry the miniſter and his friends were afral he, 
meet the queſtion, whether the Houſe had a power u 
troul the civil liſt or not? Though, ſhould they put hoch 


ſhould not think himſelf bound to acquieſce in it. Hem 
reſiſt it to the utmoſt of his power, and by every mea 
his power, He truſted he did not ſpeak diſorderly, for! 
liament had not ſaid any thing like it. If they ſhoulda 
time, he ſhould conceive the compact between the Ric; 

ople totally broken, and this country reduced to the 
downright deſpotiſm that could be brought to pradtice, 
ſuch a caſe, he would not fay which he would do, cue 
ſhould not think Parliament a place in which he ſhoul 
able to ſerve the people, who knew, he truſted, that-tty 
not born to be ſlaves. 

He alluded, in very ſtrong terms, to an honourabl 
learned gentleman (Mr. Mansfield) amongſt other, 
were ſometimes flanding forth as advocates for the 
and ſometimes for the rights of the people. He excl 


in the gunuine warmth of patriotiſm, againſt the pray coun 
that Parliament were bound at the revolution, not !9 Mr. 
ſere in the expenditure of the King's civil liſt, uh len fi 
called a new and damnable doctrine, and infamous WI be 


degree; he meant as far as it argued, and not perionall 
the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Rigby) who ha 
day ventured to advance it. He plainly ſaw it wi ; 
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tion of miniſtry to treat the petitions with contempt, 
to irritate the people of England to acts of violence; 
he truſted they would avoid them, for he hoped and flat- 
d himſelf, there were ſure and certain conſtitutional 
ns by which they could relieve themſelves, and punith 
authors of their calamities and ruin, ; 
ould he poſſibly be brought to think, that the Revolation 
| eſtabliſhed ſo vile a maxim, as the King's civil lift was 
be uſed independant of Parliament, or that Parliament 
re to be precluded from controuling the power of the 
wn in all caſes whatſoever, he ſhould think he, and all 
people of England, were bound to curſe and execrate 
Revolution, —But did he think fo abſurdly of the Revolu- 
Could any one think ſo abſurdly of it? How ſhame- 
ly was the Revolution libelled and traduced ? 

He had ſometimes heard; that a rebellion tended to 
nethen the hands of government. He was now convinc- 
it was a very poſhble caſe : for if the maxim, that the 
uſe really had no power of the civil lift, ſhould be eſta- 
ied, a rebellion, and nothing but a rebellion, could poſ- 
ly fave the conſtitution, and reſtore it to that ſtate, from 
ich the eftabliſhment of ſo vile a doctrine would inevitabl 
Juce it. But why would not miniſtry ſtand forth, and 
ly try the queſtion, 

he friends of the conſtitution were ready, were waiting 
riouſly to combat it. But the miniſter, though he would 
| in prejudicing the Houſe with the principle of it, 
unk back, in a daſtardly manner, and loathed the queſtion 
a debateable ſhape, For his part, he liked that kind of 
duct worſe than the right honourable gentleman's, for 
did not ſculk behind his partizans, but came boldly forth, 
an open, manly manner, and he liked the perſon that 
$ honeſt enough to come out in the day-light, and at- 
k him at once unmaſked. 

He declared, however, that ſhould the queſtion be ever 
t and carried, he would alone conteſt it, and ſeek ſome 
zer place in which he would endeavour and hope to ſerve 
Yr country, 

Ar. Mansfield ſpoke chiefly in reply to ſomething that had Mr. Manſ- 
von from an honourable gentleman [ Mr. Fox] reſpecting 

Mr lometimes leaning towards the prerogative of the crown, 

lo 'ometimes towards the liberties of the people, He de- 

u e be no more regarded the rights of the crown, than the 


$U freedom 
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Mr. Finer, 


Lord Gerge Lord George Gordon concluded this debate in faveur g. 


Gordon. 


Mr. E lee. 


Lord Mul- 
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freedom of the ſubject. But he would not be menaced 
intimidated by the honourable gentleman. 

Lord Ongizy ſpoke in very ſtrong terms againſt the, 
tion, 

Mr. Finer ſpoke a few words on the ſame ſide, 


gueſtion, and was very ſevere in his ſtrictures on the 
duct of the Lord Advocate, and the new member for 
bridge Univerſity | Mr, Mansfield. ] 
Mr. Dunning likewiſe ſpoke in the above debate. 
At a quarter before three o'clock, the committee din 
For the queſtion —— 201, 
Againſt it — — 208. 
Mr. Elves reported, that the committee had maden 
progreſs, and had directed him to move for leave to ſt 
And it was ordered that the committee fit again on!] 


day. 
March q. 
As ſoon as the private buſineſs was over, Lord Aſan 
moved for the Houte to go into a commitee on the bil 
preventing deſertion, from aboard his Majeſty's ſhips a 
veſſels of war, and for the better manning his Mah 
navy. 


ö Mi 
Admiral Keppel roſe tor oppoſe it, as if paſſed into: att 
it would render the condition of the ſeamen little hic 
than that of a galley ſlave, He had ſpent his whole e hc 
the naval ſervice, and of courſe had conſtant opportunities ou 
knowing the uncommon hardſhips the ſeamen were ned 0p 
ſarily compelled to undergo, He would not therefore, | e 0 
that ſtate ſt ill rendered more diſcouraging, irkſome, ade n 
tolerable, by means no leſs deſtructive to the well being and 
the navy, and the advancement of the ſervice, than offt 
nant to the conſtitution and the protection of the ſih 
he meant thote perſons who were not ſeamen, but res 
pointed out as proper objects of puniſhment by the bill. y ſte 
liked the title of the bill extremely well, becauſe it imp ies 
ed regulations, which if judiciouſſy made and properly ap giv 
ried into execution, might prove extremely beneficial to Ul : 
ſervice ; he meant the diſpoſition of ſeamen, to run ino Fas 
merchants ſervice, on account of the high wages; but ine 
preſent bill was not a bill of regulation and prevention, Mou 
was fraught with manifeſt oppreſſion and injuſtice ; and end 
ſidered in every poſlible light he was able to confider it, * 
5 0c! 


big with miſchief, 
* . 3 N 
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ald be for the better and more effectual unmanaing, 
I of manning his Majeſty's navy. He recapitulated 
rious hardſhips the ſeamen were now ſubject to. That 
being preſſed and compelled to take low wages; his 
ragged from his family and connections, who were in 
| thrown upon their preſpective parithes, for a liveli- 
and above all the withholding of his pay for years 
er, by which he was totally diſabled from giving any 
o his wife and children, out of his hard earned wages. 
inted out one of the proviſions in particular, as di- 
geſtructive of the priviledges of an Engliſhman, as it 
authorize the grea'eſt outrages not only on thoſe who 
peed of being ſeamen, but even thoſe, whom thoſe 
nts the preſs gangs might chuſe to ſuſpect of harbour- 

en, ſuch as entering the dwellings of publicans and 
at all times of the day and night; and in caſe the doors 
not be inſtantly thrown open, the forcing into them in 


le manner, &c. 


bill, even for an 1nftant, or permit it to go to a firtt 
without exprefiing their higheſt indignation, at to 
attempt to make a mortal breach into the conſtitu- 
ch he truſted every gentleman preſent held as ſa- 
lie be did. He hoped he ſhould hear no more of ſuch 
ties ous bill; or if he did, that it would be only to 
nec opportunity, to the Houle to declare, their fulleſt 
, e of ſo dangerous and unconſtitutional an attempt 
e moſt ſacred priviledge of the people; that of the 
and protection of their perſons, againſt the violence 
an or aſſaſſin at a midaight hour. 


1 


ben 


ſtood, ſubjected perſons who ſhould ſecret ſeamen 
nes and puniſhment, and the pretent bill was only 
give the law as it now ſtood the limited operation 
4 the object of both laws would be the ſame, for 
8 Intended by that now on the table, was to pur- 
nnciple of the former law to ſome effectual purpoſe, 
loule was, however, badly attended, he would poſt- 
order of the day till tomorrow, in hopes that three 
then a better attendance, The Houle adjourned at 
lock till the next da y. 

Mr. 


7. Luttrell reprobated the bill, and ſaid, the title of Me. T. 


Dempſter expreſſed himſelf in nearly ſimilar terms, Mr. Demp- 
aſtoniſhed, he ſaid, how the Houſe could entertain/ 


Mulgrave laid, that gentlemaa who had beſtowed ſuch Lord Al- 
es procecded upon miſapprehenſion. The law as “ve. 


* 
q 
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Mr. Rebin= Mr. Robinſon, as ſoon as the Houſe was made, ink 
Jen. it, that Lord North was indiſpoſed, and that conſeq 
the conſideration of the new taxes would be put off till 
day, and moved the taxes as the firſt order of that dy 

— Mr. Fox oppoſed this very warmly. He ſaid an hy 
able friend of his, whom he did not ſee in his place, 
Burke] had already fixed on that day for proceeding 
committee on the ſecond clauſe of his bill reſpecting te 
lution of the Board of Trade; that he had beſides u 
reaſon, which was, that until the people out doors, the 
tioners, had ſome ſatisfaction, as to the grievances they 
plained of, he ſhould oppoſe the voting of a fingle ta, 
he would openly, and without the leaſt reſerve, af 
reaſons, It was generally believed that we ſhou'dh 
early prorogation, if not diffolution of Parliament, 
only means, in his opinion, which that Houſe hid kf 
preventing, was with-holding the taxes, till redrek( 
be given on the ſubject of the complaints ſtated in ti 
tions.—[f the money was once granted, the miniſter, 8 
as he could get them through the Houſe, would be a 
ty to deal with Parliament juſt as he might think prope, 
this ground, though the point of order was not in fl 
his honourable friend's bill, he ſhould moſt certain) 
upon giving it a preference to the Committee of wh" 
means on the taxes, bo | 

Mr. Mar. Mr. Marfham expreſſed himſelf nearly in the ſame of 

ram. ſaid the taxes were to be ſure the conſequence of fi king 
plies already voted, and muſt of courſe be provided i 
the time of voting them entirely reſted in the judy 
the Houſe, and for one, he thought the honourable! 
man's bill was a preliminary meaſure very neceli 
taken, for the reception that bill ſhould meet with 
miniſtry, would in a great meaſure direct his vote 
taxes: the latter could not well be refuſed, as the! 
Parliament was pledged to the public creditors; bt 
clearly what it would not be proper to put a direit! 

f n upon might well be poſtponed. 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid a few words. He obſerved, th 
lay of a day or two would occaſion no inconvenient 
ever,—That nothing ſtood in the way of the ta 
day, had the miniſter been able to attend, conleq 
had no right to complain, if in a matter merely f- 
himſelf the noble Lord's order was neceſſarily to 
to that of his honourable friend's bill. But 2 m9 


ated | 
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linary, he would call it, an inſulting language prevailed 
that Houſe, If any thing relative to reformation, any 
ing relative to the petitions on the table happened to be 
entioncd, taxes was the word, —lt any enquiry was pro- 
ed ; fays the Miniſter and his friends, —ſtay till the taxes 
-ſertled,, In ſhort there was one general anſwer to eyery 
ing ſuggeſted from that fide of the Houſe; the taxes 
aft be firſt voted. He foreſaw plainly to what this tended, 
hen the taxes Were in a train of paſſing through that 
puſe, the petitions and every meaſure depending upon them 
puld be then treated with contempt. 
Mr. Rebinſon diſavowed any intention of wiſhing to give Mr, Robins 
cedence to the taxes to the other order of the day, all hen. 
ant was to give notice, if the order of the day ſhould be 
poſed of early, it was the noble Lord's intention to pro- 
don the taxes. 
The Secrz1&ry at Mar gave notice that he meant to propoſe Secretary at 
ing into the extraordinaries of the army on that day ſc'night, Ver. 
17th inſtant. The Houle roſe carly and adjourned to 
> 13th, 

March I gib. 
As ſoon as the private buſize's was over, Lord North roſe Lord North. 
moved for leave to bring in a bill ro ayyoint and enable 
mmiffoners to take, ftaic, and make up the public ac- 
nts, to aſcertain what balances were in the hands of pub- 
officers ; to diſcover what defects exiſted in the mode of 
king up accounts in the Exchequer, and to report to the 
dale what they ſhould deem the teſt method to remove 
m. His lordſhip pointed out the bill as meant to be di- 
ted to three different objects. He obſerved that the firſt 
to inform that Houſe and the public, the real ſtate of the 
ounts of the kingdom, that the nation might be informed 
and in what manner the enormous ſums which had been 
ated by Parliament have been diſpoſed of; the ſecond was 
alcertaining the outſtanding balances, to enable govern- 
nt to compel payment; and the laſt by diſcovering the de- 
is, to prevent ſuch inconveniences in time to come. He 
felſed that the courſe of accounting at the Exchequer was 
in his opinion from being applicable to the increaſed ſtate 
the national expenditure, If on no other account the 
myemience that ariſes from delay was obvious; it gave 
to ſuſpicions where there was no ground for the cauſe 
Ig incidental to the manner of paffing accounts. It was 
tlore a deſirable object to do every thing poſſible to remove 
or. XVII. O 0 thoſe 


* 
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| Mr.7.Jobn- Mr. J. Fehnſtone ſaid, that the plan of the bill was 0! 
fone. : 


Lord Nartb. 
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thoſe ſuſpicions, while on the other hand it was equally yy 
wiſhed that the public ſhould at all times and upon all og. 
fions have full credit for the monies voted for public ſeryig 
However earneſt he was to promote thoſe ſeveral obje&, 
wiſhed nevertheleſs to proceed with all public caution w 
circumſpeCtion, and recommended to gentlemen on every ſt 
of the Houſe to think ſeriouſly on the conſequences of 25 
liſhing an old ſyſtem, without being firſt thoroughly ati 
that the one meant to be introduced in its place was at le 
ſubſtantially leſs exceptionable. The defects in the old mak 
of accounting aroſe chiefly from delay, in every other reſpefi 
was allowed to be hitherto unequalled, it would thereforeh, 
hove Parliament, when they were going to adopt a plan of 
pediting the paſſing of the public accounts, in future w 
that no opportunities for introducing fraud might be inty 
duced. He had reconfidered what had been thrown out un 
a former day, reſpecting the fitteſt perſons to be appointed 
fill the commiſſion, and was ſtill of opinion that they owl 
not to be members of that Houſe, Firſt, becauſe it wal 
take up their whole time, and of courſe draw their attenm 
from the buſineſs going on in Parliament; ſecondly, thtk 
the Commiſſioners who they may, no matter from which i 
of the Houſe ſelected, it would be deemed a party appont 
ment, If named, or a majority of them named, from er 
his friends, much might and would in that event be throw 

out againſt the propriety of ſuch an appointment. If in 
the other fide, he was perſuaded that ſimilar objections wu 
ariſe, On this idea he was determined that the perſons] 
Mould have the honour to ſubmit to the confideration of 
Houſe, ſhould not be members of it; and to remove en 
ſhadow of ſuſpicion, he meant that they ſhould be ſuch 23 
joyed no place or profit or emolument under the Cr h 
This was all he had to offer at preſent. He ſhould cherH 
move for leave, &c. | 


2 
8 


opinion objectionable on ſeveral accounts, which it wa! 
then the proper time to point out. One in particular, Med | 
of the mode of collecting the taxes and dutics, and a , 
wards of the diſburſements made from the firſt iſſue, til 
reached the hand of the perſon for whoſe utc it was v0 
He therefore wiſhed that a clauſe was inſerted in the bill! 
that purpoſe, Nom 

Lord North declared he had no objection, if ſuch 28 ige t 
ter were practicable; he could not then pretend to ſa þ ppoſe, 


Dobra 
thorit 


the commiſſion greatly, if extended in the manner propo- 


louſe; but there were parts of the noble Lord's outline, 


er it was or was not. — One thing ſtruck him very forcibly 
the ſubject, which was, that it would ſwell the bufineis 


d by the honourable gentleman. 
Sir George Yonge ſaid that he did not riſe to debate upon the Sir Gerge 
;nciple of a bill not yet framed, nor of courſe before the Tee. 


hich he obſerved called for explanation, and others of 
hich he moſt highly and ſincerely diſapproved. He ſhould 
glad, for inſtance, to know whether the commiſkon was to 
: perpetual, how many Commiſſioners were to be appoint- 
„ and in what manner they were to proceed? He repro- 
ated in very ſtrong terms the innovation propoſed by the 
pble Lord, that of excluding members of that Houſe, 
any ſuch bills had been paſſed, he believed, almoſt annually, 
ring the two firſt reigns ſucceeding the Revolution 
dt one of which were compoſed of any but members of 
at Houſe, He did not perceive that the noble Lord ſaid 
thing about an oath to be adminiſtered to the Commiſſion- 
s, which he thought would be a very neceſſary precaution, | 
Col. Barré roſe, he ſaid, with pleaſure, to diſcredit a re- Col. Barra 
rt that had ſpread itſelf abroad, much to the prejudice of | 
e noble Lord's reputation. It has been faid | obſerved the 
olonel] that his Lordſhip has ſtolen my bill from me; I will 
d him the juſtice to declare, that he has not; the bill he has 
oved for is his own, and ſuch as it is, he is entitled to the 
le honour that will ariſe from it. The idea indeed, upon 
hich it is founded, was originally mine; but the noble Lord 
ps taken it upon himſelf : how far he has improved upon the 
ez, the public ſhall moſt certainly know, for I will move 
Ir the printing the bill after it ſhall be once read, and then 
will contraſt it with that which I intended to have brought 
| myſelf, That the public at large may be able to judge, 
hich of the two bills is beſt calculated to give the people 
2 ſatisfaction they require, and are entitled to have; and 
dich, I prophecy, they will at laſt obtain. The noble 
rd, however, ought not to have delayed his motion ſo 
lg; and it is not a little extraordinary, that he ſhould have 
ade it the very firſt opportunity that occurred, after a right 
dnouradle gentleman [Mr. Rigby] had, on a former day, 
oritatively called out for a commiſſion of accounts. 
ſom the very great readineſs which the noble Lord ſhews to 
lige the right honourable gentleman, it is not unfair to 
Ppoſe, that the commiſſion was thought of only for the 


Oo 2 purpaſe 
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Mr. Burke. 
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purpoſe of giving that gentleman a guietus, by paſiins hi 
accounts for him; and that its inſtitutton is a mockery 
the petitions preſented from the people, 

Mr. T. Townſhrnd on the ſame ſide contended, thut 
noble Lord's bill carried on the face of it, the ſtrongeſt mg 
of miniſterial deceit and impoſition. It was not cnly dd 
five, but it contained a direct inſalt oa the Houſe. It in, 
peached, at once, their integrity and abilities, and inyid 
either one or the other of theſe two things, that half a dog 
gentlemen could not be ſelected out of 558, of which tix 
Houſe was compoſed, equal to the taſk ; or that being equl 
to it, they were not to be truſted. Beſides the pretenced 
party predilection, was a mere farce, a mere trick, We 
there no party men out of that Houſe? Was faction u 
party confined within thoſe walls? No; the ſame hoy 
the ſame fears, a i the ſame ſentiments, according tod 
cumſtance and ſitu tion pervaded every breaſt in the king 
dom, of a ſtation in life, at leaſt, fit ta be nominated ink 
a commiſſion, The novle Lord in one inſtance, as wels 
the other, would have the nomination ; and if any influent 
aroſe on that account, it availed very little, whether is 
Lordthip ſelected his friends from the oppoſite benches 
picked them up in the f{treet, or the next aſſembly he we 
to: beſides, if members of that Houſe were appointed, the 
would be doubly reſponſible ; both in their places there, af 
as commiſſioners; whereas the perſons to be appointed i 
this bill, would only be. amenable like any other ſet of ib 
dividuals, to the courts of juſtice under the proviſions 
the bill. | 

Mr. Burke ſaid, he gave his moſt hearty negative to 
preſent pr poſitions; ſo far, in particular, as it went tot 
c ud members of that Houſe,” He could not but tninct 
ſcandalous r:fl xion upon, and Giſparazing them in the 
of their conſticuents, who would by this open ſt: 3m: bei 
what kind of perſons they were looking up to for a redreb 


'S 27 
grievances; for though the gri-vances chiefly comp'inel eme 
were abuſes in the expenditure of the public money, the ph onſt; 
ciplo of the preſent propoſed bill amounted to an acknowi%f e 


ment, that their repreſentatives in Pailiament, had net 
honour, honeſty, or ability to diſcharge the moſt ellen 
part of their duty, almoſt indeed the main purpoſes for wi 
they were ſent there. 

L.od Irnham ſaid, that what the noble Lord had 
thrown out, when he gave notice of the motion, had 


ſome doubts in his mind. His Lordſhip propoſed to ht 
comm 


fon filled up by perſons out of Parliament. To in- 
the public accounts was the peculiar province of the 
of Commons; and to delegate that power to perſons 
jad not received it from tne people, was, he thought, 
mproper, and what he would by no means content to. 


ſermer commiſhon which had been formed of mem- 
f Pailiament, had taile: tr produce the effect; and the 
ne that had produced any gd, was that of which Mr. 
es Townſhend uſed to boaſt; and which that gentle- 
eld to have been ſuce sful, merely becauſe members of 
ment had not been concerned in it. Commiſſion appointed 
ect into the German demands, and to liquidate them, 
adminiſtration of Mr. George Grenville, Mr. Corn- 
ded in this commiſhon, and it was the firſt circum- 
which brought him into public notice. He was in- 
| for this appointment, to his brother-in-law, Mr. 
s Jenkinſon. If the noble Lord had had in view to 
quietus to a certain accountant, as had been inſinuated 
honourable gentleman, he muſt have worded his motion 
ery different manner : for in its preſent form it could 
1 anſwer that end: the title of the bill recited in the 
gave no power to diſcharge or give receipts; 
y mm ſſioners were folely to take and ſettle accounts. 
N fore the gentleman's inſinuations were totally void of 
ion. 


excluded from the commiſſion; he was of too little Her. 
Juence to be a commiſſioner, but ſo great was his de- 
lee the national accounts put in a way of examination, 
was ready to become door keeper to the commiſſioners 
d them pens, ink and paper, and to act as their mef- 
without either fee or reward. He felt himſelf much 
25 an individual, that the members of that Houſe were 
emed worthy of being intruſted with the concerns of 
onſtituents, He truſted, that was not the caſe, though 
ble Lord's propoſition clearly implie it; for he was 
onvinced, that there were many perſons, who now heard 
fas great abilities as uncorrupt principles, and who 
ned as preat a regard for them, as ever ſat in that, or 
er popular aſſembly. 


not ſufficiently expreſs his diſapprobation of the mi- Lutrrell, 
intention to appoint a commiſſion of gentlemen out 


of 


| SEES TT 25 285 


e Attorney General defendei! Lord North for propoſing, The Arter- 
o men: ber of Pariiament ſhould become 2 commiltoner, 29 General. 


; Dempſter was difinclined to have members of Parlia- Mr. Demp- 


James Luttrell ſpoke warmly againſt the queſtion, He Mr. Jane 


i... 
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of Parliament, and deſired the Houſe to look well g 

danger it threatened , for if the Miniſter could refs , 

quiry into the public expenditure to perſons out g 

Hovſe, he might with equal propriety make the like nig 

of any other matter, by which tie very nature and py 
Parliament wou'd be totally done away, 

Sir Williams Sir William Meredith delivered his ſentiments at lu 

Mcredithe the ſame fide, and was of opinion, that chere could u 

a character more deſpicable and wretched, than the nu 

could fit in the Houſe, and patiently ſee the rights of! 

ment trampled on in the manner the noble Lord atteng 

trample on them. | 

- «ama Lord Newhaven very much ditapproved of the mot 

: confident there were many gentlemen in Parlianat 

would act up to the intention and end of the commiſind 

counts, and for his part, was ready to give up his tu 

labour to it without any views of intereſt, or any thinzll 

Mr. Alder- Mr, Alderman Harley ſaid he had for ſeveral yan 

man Hari. heard the {ame ſubject touched uper. Gentlemen vert 

ſtantly wiſhing for an inquiry into the public accounts 

never wiſhed it, without throwing out the ſevereltc 

againſt certain perions, whoſe deſcription he anſwer 

to an inquiry, he ſincercly wiſhed it. There wan 

more ready than he was to meet it. He knew the cn 

that had gone abroad of the preſent contractors, zu! 

that they were traduced and vilified. He himtzif u 

cuſed of being a public defrauder, but there was 1 

more falfe and unjuſt. The contractors were great! 

preſented, and the people of England groſsly decem 

impoſed upon, 

Conſcious how lit:le he had deſerved the epithets 

to him, he had long thought of complaining to tiel 

of it; for he conceived the Houſe were in a manneti 

to vindicate the honour of their members when ini 

attacked. His character had been unjuſtly traduced and 

in the Upper Houſe, A noble Lord, [Lord Shelburnt 

in a public ſpeech, ſpoken of the contraQors, 25 thei 

contractors, for that they had practiſed things that - 

manity to ſhudder, | 

The noble Earl had ailuded to him in a very p 

manner, and thrown out, that in Canada he had at 

as bad a thing as ſome particular gentlemen in [ndth 

they made a purchaſe of all the rice in the country; 

they had endeavoured to get all the corn into their c 

Nothing, he ſaid, could have been uttered mor: fall 


S 
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+ was a moſt diabolical falſehood, not that he ſhould 
eoarded it ſo much, but that the noble perſon had not aſ- 
what he had aſſerted in the warmth of temper, or heat 
ate, but coolly and deliberately upon a motion on 
the Lords had been ſummoned. 

to the ſtate of his accounts with government, he 
from his ſou! that they were to be inſpected into. 
nore cloſely, the more agreeable to him, for there was 
e he wiſhed for ſo much. His accounts were fo well 
d, and ſo completely compared, they might at any 
looked into in the ſpace of two hours, and he chal- 
| the ſtricteſt examination into them, for he was well 
I there was nothing more required to prove how ill he 
d the aſſertions threwn upon him. He had been 
d with making uſurious contracts, than which no 
could be worſe founded. He had no more than the 
uſual in the courſe of buſineſs, and ſo far from being 
an obligation to government, government on the con- 
as obliged to him, as he gave the nation credit, fre- 
y accepting and paying bills, and making inveſtments 
he was in caſh or credit for government account, 

entered very minutely into the nature of his dealings 
dyernment, and ſaid he was obliged to give great credit ; 
js contract was to ſerve for Portugal coin; but as that 
dt at preſent to be had, Engliſh guineas were now ex- 
in lieu of it, He again declared the ſuſpicion he was 
to lie under for the want of an examination of his 
ts, and that at the late election for the county which 
ceſtors had repreſented, he was choſen with all the 
of the gold contractor, and the public defaulter, upon 
k. He valued himſelf, he ſaid, upon the noble blood 
family, it was an ancient family, and he was proud of 
ing the honour of it, by being its repreſentative in that 
for which reaſon he hoped the Houſe would direct an 
into his accounts, as they might be prepared in two 
and he thereby proved to be as deſerving of their eſteem 
od opinion as his anceſtors before him had ever been. 


Ionourable gentleman had deſcended. It might, no 
be very ancient, and very honourable, but the Houſe 
mons was not a court of heraldry. His birth and 
dad nothing to do with the queſtion, They were not 
nive at the malverſations of a man becauſe he was 
nor to puniſh him for being poor. He was ſure what 
t honourable gentleman ſaid would have great weight, 

but 
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Burke ſaid, it did not ſignify from what family the Mr. Burks 
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but the paper he then held in his hand proved the new 
an enquiry into the public accounts, for it proved ty; 
iſtence of the groſſeſt abuſe, The title of de pay 
charge for the purchaſe and exportation of Potty 
and now that the fact was enquired into, no Party 
had been bought or expo ted. |} he Portugal gold tung 
to be Engliſh guineas, or remittances or acceptancy i 
courſe of negotiation cf bills of exchange. This be 
ſerved, amounted to ingrafting one contradiction ing 
ſock of another. The account ſtated Spaniſh orb. 
coin, then the remittances were in Enviilh puny 
laſtly in paper. 

He was very glad to hear that the right bo ourablez 
man could prepare his accounts in the ſpa-e of 1 cy 
hours, and wiſhed, as that was he cate, they were eu 
into without delay. He then averted to the gesch 
leaving members of Parliament out of the commit 
inſiſted upon it, that it was nothi.ag lefs than dis 
Parliament of their juſt rights at all times to enquirein 
expenditure of public money. 

As to the caſe men ioned by an honourable aud! 
gentleman [Mr. Attorney General | of a commiſin 
counts upon the plan at preſent propoſed, he denied 
a caſe in point, for that the commiſhon aliuded tot 
to examine generally into the expenditure of puvlict 
but merely to liquidate ſome demands made upon us i 
ſequence of the German war. 

Mr. Alderman Harley ſaid that the title of SF: 
the ſame as it had been for twenty years pat. Pana 
was ſaid to have been purchaſed, but only Engliby 
were actually bought. This he allowed to be ſomeal 
proper, but that it was at preſent as it had been fat 
years paſt, It had been preciſcly ſo during the n 
during the adminiſtration of the late Earl of Chatham, 
Mr. Pitt, and it was neceſſarily the caſe, becauſe 
againſt law to export the current coin of the kingdal 


the wording of the account was agreeable to the antient 


of office. He acknowledged, however, that it was WG. H 
tractor or the committee's duty to prefer foreign c te 
it could be procured ; but unfortunately the balance ay 
having been for ſome years paſt againſt us, in our coll the 
cial intercourſe with Spain and Portugal, the gold d cc 
eoin of thoſe countries were become ſo ſcarce, that e m. 
under the neceſſity of exporting the current coin of tWm:de 
dom. Means, however, had been adopted to prin be: 
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ariſing from this neceſſity as much as poſſible, The 
ſe of exchange to and from America favoured us; and it 
zppened, that we either remitted bills or accepted them, 
to keep the current coin within the kingdom. 


point perſons who were not members, to the commiſ- 
, becauſe, if none but members ſhould be named, the 
miſſion might be vacated ; for who could tell that the 
bers ſo appointed would be re- elected at the enſuing ge- 
election. Whatever difficulties might ariſe on one 25 
he other, whether or not members ſhould be named 
r the intended act, there was one point on which he had 
ly made up his mind, that ſuch a bill had become abſo- 
y neceſſary. He ſpoke in a double capacity, both as a 
ber of that Houſe, and a perſon enjoying a nd of con- 
able truſt under the Crown, Under the former deſcrip- 
he thought the trial was worth making; under the latter 
rſon wiſhed more ſincerely to be relieved from the anx- 
ery honeſt and prudent man muſt feel in his ſituation, 
e he was ſuppoſed to hold public money in his hands, 
h never reached them. He was an admirer of ſhort and 
accounts, and as ſuch the bill was entitled, as tending 
at end, to his warmeſt ſupport, 


pllacy of the paper ſpoken of. A charge of 1,600,000!. 
made for the purchaſe of Portugal gold, but upon exa- 
2 into the matter, no Portugal gold had been bought. 
Portugal gold was another word for Engliſh guineas, 
ven an explanation is called for, the ſame thing has 
done for twenty years paſt. He was glad to hear that 
ght honourable gentleman's accounts could be prepared 
ſpection in two hours, but he was ſurpriſed he did not 
im that very acceptable piece of news the laſt year, when 
zut have been made a proper uſe of, _ 

ith reſpect to the right honourable gentleman's com- 
$ againſt a noble peer for having reflected upon him in 
lic ſpeech ſpoken in the Upper Houſe, he could ſay no- 
He was not preſent at the time, nor could he tell 
the noble Lord alluded to was. This, however, 'he 
ſay and abide by. He had letters from Canada, ſpeak- 
the fact made uſe of by the noble Lord, namely, that 
Id contractors had endeavoured to buy up all the corn, 
e muſt ſay, that thoſe letters were couched in terms 
made him believe the contents of them to be true. 
he advanced thus much, he did not mean to ſay, that 
LXVII Pp the 


r. V. Eilis was of opinion, that it would be more proper Mr. Zl. 


lone] Barre was very ſevere in his animadverſions upon Col. Barre. 
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the gold contraQors themſelves had done this; but gg 
agents or deputies, or other perſons employed by or for then 
he believed, had. I | 

He went pretty much into the nature of the contra; ny 
by Government, and amongſt others of an iniquitous bil 
inſtanced that for rum given to Mr. Atkinſon. He (ig 
miniſter, in that particular caſe, had mage a fraudullnt a 
tra, had been convicted of it, and that the conviction thy 
lay on the table, and nothing was wanted to bring it kay 
completely to the noble Lord but the fair, impartial, andi 
different judgment of that Houſe. He obſerved, that bein 
the 1,600,001]. for which no account had appeared, iy 
40,000]. by one requiſition, 30, cool. by another, and 20,000 
by a third; there were two millions in the courſe of laſt ju 
for which a ſingle ſcrap of paper did not appear, the forme 
over and above all the expences which uſually paſs underty 
name of extraordinaries ; the latter, of ſums ſaid to be g 
pended on that account, The colonel then entered int 
particulars of the noble Lord's contract with Atkinſon; al 
appealed to the Rouſe, if paying four ſhillings and fourpem 
per gallon for rum at the place of growth, which coulth 
had at two ſhillings and twopence, might not fairly be den 
ed a moſt corrupt and fraudulent contract, 

Lord North roſe with great warmth. He begged lea 
contradict the Right Honourable Gentleman and as far at 
decorum of the Houſe would permit him to go, to tel bi 
every thing he bad ſaid was falſe, He had made no fra 
lent contract. He was incapable of any ſuch thing. Hel 
taken the contract for rum at the loweſt price, [Col. k 
interrupted his Lordſhip, by calling out, No, 12 whill 
Lordſhip moſt vehemently exclaimed, but I ſay, Tes et! 

He challenged the Right Hon, Gentleman to refute bi 
when he {aid he had taken the loweſt price, for he had tt 
the price of the rum contract at the victualling office, thay 
he found afterwards it was a mixed contract, but he ddt 
know that, nor was he obliged to know it. He wond 
any one ſhould charge him with having made a frauculd 
contract, and to ſay that he ſtood convicted of it, If it. 
really true, why did not the Right Hon, Gentleman © 
upon him in a proper way? But he was ſure he could it 
and that the charge was falſe and groundleſs. He was tt 
to meet the Right Hon. Gentleman's charge, whenene 
thought proper to bring it forward, and to ſtake his hone 
his reputation and life, upon the iſſue, 
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His Lordſhip declared, that in the propoſing to appoint 
mmiſſioners of accounts, he meant nothing but the good of 
country, and the only reaſon he had for leaving out all 
mbers of Parliament was, that it would perhaps be more 
eeable to all parties than if ordered otherwiſe, Strong ob- 
ions had been made againſt it, but this was to him no 


fe 
0 ter of ſurpriſe ; for it was a practice with ſome gentlemen 
it ondemn every meaſure which he propoſed, right or wrong. 
ct ey had their views in ſo doing, no doubt; he was how- 
be perfectly ſatisfied that they would be diſappointed ; for 


he was to have the public for his judges, he was ſure that 
uch a tribunal it would be pronounced, that he had ated 
ly, honeſtly, and uncorrupt, however he might have been 
poſed upon, and with the moſt ſincere intention to promote 
economical expenditure of the public money. 
e meant no reflection on the ability of the Houſe, either 
Its aggregate or individual capacity, when he propoſed, 
none of its members ſhould be of the commiſſion, He 
faid before, when the matter was firſt mentioned, and 
n he roſe the firſt day, that there were very many mem- 
in that Houſe who were fully equal to the office; but to 
id party ſuſpicions, and as he meant to propoſe no perſon 
he conſideration of the Houſe who had not a reputation to 
, he could not fee the poſſibility of any detriment ariſing 
the ſtate in the preſent propoſed appointment, or the 
leſt ſhadow of a charge, that he meant to make a mockery 
he enquiry, or put an inſult on the Houſe, 
olonel Barre replied, that he did not mean the 58. 3d. Col. Barre, 
contract, but the contract for that article which his 
dſhip made in the dark, for no other perſons than he and 
inſon, his favourite contractor were preſent. He then 
cularly ſtated the nature of that contra, and ſhewed to 
Houſe, that his Lordſhip had given the ſaid Atkinſon 
s more and more extravagant in proportion as the abuſes 
be contract were pointed out and made known.—As to the 
ze, that the noble Lord ſtood convicted of the fraudulent 
n tract, he did not mean to retract it, he certainly did ſtand 
victed of it. His own ſecretaries had eſtabliſhed the fact, 
the noble Lord had never attempted to diſprove it, and if 
was not convicting him of the charge, he was at a loſs 
now what could be called convicting. 
ord North roſe again, and in ftill greater warmth, ſaid, Lord Nerth; | 
charge was falſe, and that the matter was not to end in a 1 
ullon in that Houſe, 
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Col. Barre, Colonel Barre appealed to the chair, if the language dt 


Lord North. Lord North ſaid, if he had uſed any language that way, 


Col, Barre. Colonel Barre expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied. 


Mr. Fox. 


Mr. Fox. 
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to him, was defenceable or not. 


parliamentary, he was ſorry for it. When he faid thechy 
was falſe, he did not mean to apply it perſonally, but g 
meant to ſay, that the charge was a falſe one, and in 
light defired he might be underſtood. 


The motion was then put, and unanimouſly agreed to, 
a committee appointed to bring in a bill for appointing a 
miſſion of accounts. 

Mr. Fox then read a petition from the city of Weſt 
ſter, ſimilar to that received from York, and leave uus 
gen to bring it up. | 

The petition was then brought up, and read by the cl 
of the Houſe. 

Mr. Fox ſaid the petition was from the gentlemen, cl 
and inhabitants of the city of Weſtminſter, paying tar 
The perſons who had ſubſcribed it, had ſet their name 
it voluntarily, and from a full conviction of the neceſlt 
a general reform in the expenditure of public money, l 
had an opportunity of going amongſt the petitioners, 
though the taxes were in particular burthenſome to the ci 
of London and Weſtminſter, yet he knew that they yl 
bear them without murmuring, could they think | 
amount of them were properly applied. He truſted nog 
tleman would think the petitioners factious, for the Had 
had not thought them ſo. 

They had already produced ſome good effect, and hel 
lieved the Houſe would not dare to reject their pra 
When he uſed the word dare, he did not mean to threat 
the Houſe, but only ſaid they would not dare, becauſi 
knew they ſaw that they ought not to refuſe giving 6 
petitioners ſatisfaction. He ſaid the different committess! 
held a general meeting, and had laid down a grand; 
of aſſociation. The great object of redreſs, he ſaid, wi 
be purſued peaceably but firmly, The members werd 
termined to act agreeable to the conſtitution, but wit 
proper ſpirit. 

He ridiculed the miniſter's appointing a commiſſion of 
count, and pronounced it a farce. The noble Lord we 
in a commiſſion ſo conſtituted, be his own judge; fot 
was to nominate the commiſſioners, and to pay them. 
noble Lord only having the idea of penſion or place, c. 
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hink of filling up the commiſſion with a placeman or 2 
ner, though in fact the perſons to be appointed un- 
the preſent at, muſt be rewarded for their trouble. 
would be placemen with large ſalaries, as ſoon as 
entered upon their offices; they would be penfioners 
after, till they were provided for; and he knew of more 
one inſtance, where, after a penſioner had been pra- 
for, by giving him a place, his penſion was never- 
{ continued to him, 

adyerted to the rum contract, and that part of the 
Lord's ſpeech, at which he challenged the Houſe to 


evidence as well as judge for himſelf, He had fre- 
tly been charged in the face of Parliament, with en- 
into a fraudulent contract with Mr. Atkinſon, but 
does the noble Lord exculpate himſelf? He tells you, 
je was impoſed upon by Atkinſon, What means did 
oble Lord take to bring the offender to juſtice? By 
tly entering into another contract, at an higher price. 
wrſt contract was the ſame as that made by the vic- 
g office; his ſecond is {till nine-pence a gallon dearer. 
e laſt inſtance, the noble Lord ſays, he miſtook cur- 
for ſterling ; but now at the end of two or three 
what ſtep has the noble Lord taken to bring this pub- 
faulter to public juſtice? No one ſtep whatever. His 
anſwer is, a general evidence given by himſelf, of his 
ntegrity and innocence, Hz again ſtated to the Houſe, 
eſſity of paying a proper attention to the petitions of 
"ople of England; ſaid, the one he had juſt now pre- 
h was ſigned by upwards of five thouſand electors. 
were temperate, moderate and peaceable; but they were 
ably firm in their reſolution of obtaining the redrels. 
called for reformation, and a full and fatisfatory re- 
tion; they were determined to have it. The noble 
in the blue ribbon might, through his influence in that 
flatter himſelf, that by throwing out his honourable 
5 bill [Mr. Burke's] this year, he would be enabled to 
the great objects of the petitioners, a reform and re- 
u of the expenditure of the civil liſt, in order to di- 
the influence of the crown; but he aſſured the noble 
that his attempts to defeat the obtaining ſatisfaction 
e two heads, would be in vain ; he might procraſtinate 


ther year ; but he was perfectly ſatisfied, that neither 
any other miniſter who ſhould be appointed to ſucceed 
him, 


upon him, and remarked that his lordſhip wiſhed to 


day. He might eke out his wretched adminiſtration. 
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Mr. Greſve- Mr. Groſvenor having been one of thoſe appointed u 
Bore 


Lord Nerth. 


Sir Philip 


ennings 


te. 


Mr. By, 


to go into a committee on the bill for regulating the civil 
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him, could ftand long — the voice of the people. 
the end, they muſt prevail, in their juſt, legitimate a 
neſt defires; becauſe no Parliament dare refuſe they 
did not mean to menace Parliament; but when he (4 
dare not but comply with the prayer of the petition] 
wiſhed to be underſtood as ſaying, that they dare ny, 
cauſe it would be unjuſt to refuſe it, 


pare and bring in the commiſſion of accounts bill, he, 
occaſion to ſay a few words on the bill now going ing 
committee for regulating his Majeſty's civil lift, It com 
ed, he ſaid, two principles; the one was to aboliſh u 
places, the other to appropriate the money ſaved therd 
the public uſe. Minifters, perhaps, would oppo: both. 
his part, he intended to take a principle from bath fd 
the Houſe : with one he would agree to the abolition off 
leſs places; with the other he would oppoſe the approti 
of the ſavings to public uſes. He did not ſee any reaſon 
Parliament ſhould proceed without any proof of pm 
abuſe to deprive the crown of thoſe grants which hat 
made in lieu of revenues, which the King formerly es 
and which were given up in conſideration of the pd 
civil liſt eſtabliſhment. Such a ſtep ought not, in hi 
nion, to be taken, except where a groſs abuſe was prond 
no ſuch proof was exhibited; he could not therefore 
away the ſavings; and ſtill leſs fo, when he conſider 
great increaſe of the royal family, 
The petition from the inhabitants of. Weſtminſter it 
brought up, was ordered to lie upon the table. 
The order of the day was then read for the Houſe 
into a committee on the contractors bill, 
Lord Nerih defired that the committee might be del 
to the next day, If a debate ſhould ariſe, it would il 
rupt the bufinels then juſt coming on, which had non 8 
for ſo very long a time before the Houſe, 
Sir Philip Fennings Clerke obſerved, that his bill ſtool! 
firſt order of the day; and, if the noble Lord perſiſted 
ſhould certainly take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 
Mr. Huſſey being at length called to the chair of thed 0 
mittee, the bill went through without further oppoſition, 
was ordered to be reported the next day, : 
The Houſe being reſumed, Lord North gave notice 


he would move the taxes the following Wedneſday, the! 


The other order of the day was then moved for the Hl 
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hich the Speaker left the chair, and Mr, Elwes was 
I to the chair of the committee, 


dean to ſtate objections to particular parts of the clauſe, 
e unneceſſary trouble, he truſted the Houſe would in- 
him for ſome time in ſtating his reaſons in general 
ſt the clauſe in this ſtage of the buſineſs, | 

began with obſerving, that though he ſhould not ob- 
o particular parts of the clauſe, he meant, as ſoon as the 
> was compleated, by having the blanks filled up, to 
to the committee ſome material facts, in which, before 
proceeded, it would be neceſſary that they ſhould be in- 
d of; for he flat:ered himſelf, that if thoſe facts were 


d in the bill, He gave this notice, leſt the honourable 
man who framed the bill ſhould imagine he meant 
te him unprepared, to meet the ſolid objections, which, 
opinion, he had to offer; and he had every reaſon to 
that the honourable gentleman would either prove the 
tions he intended to ſtate in the courſe of his ſpeech, or 
them with arguments ſufficient to diſcredit what he had 
be in the opinion of the committee. 
was a conſtitutional and parliamentary principle, that no 
in a bill ſhould ever be ſuffered to paſs a committee, 
upon a caſe previouſly made, and upon evidence ſuffi» 
to induce the Hoyſe to diſpenſe with its uſual and cuſ- 
ry mode of proceeding, To ſtep out of its ordinary 
e, the Houſe ſhould have full and relative proofs of an 
in the executive government, before it ventured to in- 
e or controul its adminiftration. He obſerved, that this 
ine had been proved in a very able manner, by the au- 
of a pamphlet intitled, * The Cauſe of the preſent Diſ- 
nts;” and the opinions ſtated in that pamphlet, would, 
uſted, have particular weight with the honourable gen- 
n, who was the author of the preſent bill, [the pamphlet 
ritten by Mr, Burke.] On this clear ground he made 
dubt but the honourable gentleman would acknowledge 
opriety of adducing evidence in ſupport of the clauſe, 
honourable gentleman might have had, for he himſelf 
d him written evidence from the moſt authentic docu- 
$ of the board, from its firſt eſtabliſhment to the preſent 
a period of one hundred and eight years, 
Informed the committee, that the records conſiſted of 


ce! rds of 2, 300 volumes in folio, which he would be bold 
e f / contained much important and intereſting informa- 
, Hi tion. 


jently known, the preſent clauſe would have never ap- 
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if any thing improper had been ſaid in the wantonne 
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tion. It was now, indeed, propoſed to throw them int 
flames, becauſe the honourable pentleman, who kney 
thing of their contents, and declined to be informed of t 
preſumed that they were no more than monuments of un 
fitable labour. | 
The honourable gentleman had choſen, upon a recents 
caſion, to call his witneſſes from the dead, [alluding 
what Mr. Burke had ſaid relative to the late Lord $6 
8 th inſtant, ] It was a ſpecies of proof he could nx p. 
object to. if fo, he might in thoſe volumes have teu 
names of Mr. Locke, Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Prior, Lord Mi 
worth, and the late Mr. Charles Townſhend, and | 
others of the firſt rank and firſt rate abilities, who nf 
ferent times enjoyed ſeats at the board of trade, Thy 
ſpectable ſtateſman, and moſt excellent man, the le in 
of Suffolk, could not be ſummoned in this caſe, but 
honourable gentleman might indulge his ſportive ing 
tion round the tombs of Locke and Addiſon. He migttg 
epigrams on their eſcutcheons, he might paint their td 
neſſes, without bringing the painful recollection of 20 
ed friend, or the agonies of grief from widows, mothey 
filters ; or diſguſt or uneaſineſs to the relations of the nu; 
ceaſed, He regretted that he found himſelf under the; 
ceſſity of recalling to the memory of the committee {of rt 
greeable a ſubject; but as ſenſibility and good nature tior 
the leading features of the honourable gentleman's chy 
ter, he only referred to that part of the honourable gal 
man's ſpeech, in order to remind him, that he coul 
bear to ſee them ſacrificed to the wantonneſs of eloquent et 
He ſaid, beſides the documents he alluded to, he won 
for living teſtimony ; for plain ſenſe and ſolid informit 
which might be had from a reputable friend of his 
had paſſed thirty years of his life at the board, and ty 
four in the capacity of ſecretary. [Mr. J. Pownall, non! mo 
of the commiſſioners of exciſe. ] That perſon had nv buri 
longer an intereſt in the board; and was known, thou 
had, to be above being an advocate in any other cauk 
that of truth. to 
Mr. Burke ſaid, he was not a little amazed at at 1; 
himſelf charged with having ſported with the feel otaph 
either the widows, mothers, or ſiſters of the dec hr an 


eloquence, as the honourable gentleman had called 
ought to be corrected in the coolneſs of recollecio Hl th 
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king of the late Lord Suffolk, he had neither intended 
:njult his memory, nor affli&t his family, God forbid 
ſhould have done either the one or the other ! He had 
red the late Lord Suffolk to be a man of honour, and 
directed his ridicule at his office, not at his perſon, When 
came to that part of his argument which called for ſome 
ice of the inutility of there being more than two ſecre- 
ies of ſtate, he had been naturally induced to inſtance the 
narkable facts of the late Lord Suffolk's being incapable 
diſcharge the duties of his office, for a long time before 
died, and of the office remaining vacant for near twelve 
nths after the Earl's deceaſe ; thence he had been in- 
ed to call it the widowed ſecretaryſhip, and the barren 
ce, An office firſt made an infirmary, and then convert- 
into a grand cemetery, in which the bones of a ſecretary 
lain in ſtate and in grand funeral pomp, as in a kind of 
uſalem Chamber, with a hatchment over the door, and 
tcheons and lights round the corpſe for a whole twelve- 
th together, But ſurely there could not be one man 
ple enough to conceive, that when he uſed this ſtrong 
re, he meant to be underſtood literally, or deſigned to 
nuate that the corpſe of the late Lord Suffolk did ac- 
Ily and hong fide remain in the office for a twelvemonth 
r that nobleman's death. No ſuch thing was in his in- 
tion—not but if the matter had ſeriouſly been, as he 
| ludicrouſly ſtated it, he did not think but the office 
ld have been made as good uſe of, as any uſe it was 
to for the time mentioned, 
e thanked the honourable gentleman for his hiſtorical 
ount of the origin and utility of the board of trade; 
was ready to accept that, but not his 2300 volumes, 
ch he begged to be excuſed from taking; he would 
look into one of them. They would ſerve, however, 
monument. under which both he and his clauſe might 
buried, and form a funeral pile for them as large as 
of the pyramids of Egypt. 
las, poor clauſe ! (exclaimed he) if it be thy fate to be 
to death, thou ſhalt be gloriouſly entombed; thou 
It he uoder a ſplendid mauſoleum! The corners of thy 
otaph ſhall be ſupported by Locke, by Addiſon, by 
r and by Moleſworth ! | 

er having indulged himſelf for ſome time, in a ſucceſ- 
of images full of wit and abounding in ridicule, in 
ch the dull, ſenſeleſs, luggiſh contents of 2300 volumes 
OL, XVII. | Qq n 
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in folio, large enough to fill the room he was now ſpe 
in, were contraſted with the tranſcendent talents, ( 
knowledge, and exalted characters of thoſe great and yy 
men who were called in as witneſſes, to ſtamp authgy 
upon folly, to give currency to dulneſs, and induce t 
committee to believe that what was laborious 1 
uſeful. He grew more ſerious, and ſaid, as a Bond g 
Trade he deteſted that which his clauſe tended to abgjf 
becauſe he regarded it as uſeleſs, idle, and expenſive; co 
dered as an academy of Belles Lettres, into which it was wy 
converted, he was willing to bow his head in reverengy 
the great and ſhining talents of its ſeveral members. H 
department of literature, the ſolid and the entertaining, t 
inſtructive and the amuſing, has its ſeparate profeſſor. Th 
public exerciſes of the academy did it honour, and rend 
it an object of public admiration and public applauſe. 
The hiſtorian's labours, the wiſe and ſalutary reſult of d 
religious reſearches Gibbons on the Cauſes of the Fall oft 
Roman Empire, ] the eſſence of epiſtolary correſpondence, l 
Eden's Letters, addreſſed to Lord Carliſle, and his Obſe 
tions on the Criminal Law] and the great fund of politd 
and legal knowledge, diſplayed moſt unanſwerably the hi 
abilities of four of its members, and entitled them to em 
mark of re{pect , whilſt the poetical | Lord Carlille's Pom 
accomplithments of a fifth, which in an age of poetry wal 
have given him rank among the beſt of our minor poet, 
this age, which was of a more ſerious form, made him & 
ſervedly regarded as a great poet.—To the profeſſors thao 
{elves he owed all poſſible detereace, and from that def 
it was that he wiſhed to reſcue them from the ignominy 
being degraded to a Board of Trade. As an Academy4 
Belles Lettres, he ſhould hold them hallowed ; as a os 
of Trade he wiſhed to aboliſh them. T 
There was another honourable gentleman who fat atv 
Board, and had long ſat there, [Mr. Soame Jennings) Sort 
was no leſs admired for his talents than high integrity. 
ym among other performances deſervedly eſtæm rad 
ad written on the origin of Evil. He could not fay te. 
was the Board at which he ſat which ſuggeſted the tit? 
his book, but ſurely he might well ſay, that the honoural 1 4 
gentleman's long experience might have led him to a n 
that the Board of Trade was one great political evil, nes 
was attended with conſiderable expence, and was continue 
encreaſe the undue and unconſtitutional zufluence of Mas 
crown in that Houſe, one of the greateſt political % 
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- Jeed the aggregate of them all. They reminded him 


2 book, which, although it was of a much humbler class 
n any they had themſelves produced, unleſs indeed 2300 
umes were to be eſteemed the effect of their labours, and 
inſt the dulneſs of which, he might, he truſted, be 
wed to quote one little book, and that was Quarte's 
lems !—-a book that afforded ſcope for the faculties to 
play themſelves to a certain extent, and which at leaſt 
[fled the merit of having ſome very pretty pictures in 
In Quarle's Emblems he remembered to have ſeen a 
are repreſenting a man encloſed in a large human ſkele- 
, deſigned as an emblem of death, and the men crying 
„Oh! how ſhall I get out of this ſtrong death?“ In 
very fituation he confidered the great writers who now 
at the board of trade; they were immured in a ſkeleton, 
ch was death to the freedom of their genius, and the 
vg ribs of which barred them from all opportunity of 
ng thoſe ſoaring flights they were otherwiſe capable of. 
meant to deſtroy the ſkeleton of death, and to give 
m liberty ! 

e win ran into another allegory, and ſaid, he 
d-not but view the board of trade as a crow's neſt, 
hich nightingales were kept priſoners ; he deſigned to 
down the neſt, and reſtore the nightingales to their 
dom, that they might ſing more delightfylly. 

be incomes of the commiſſioners, he declared, were too 
t for their good; Francis the firſt had been complained of, 
zuſe he founded what he called his Parnaſſus, and endowed 
joft amply 3 in conſequence of which, it was ſaid, au- 
$ were too rich to write, and the reverſe of the intention 
he inſtitution was the effect of it; literature declined, in 
portion as the incomes of thoſe capable of writing became 
al; this evil he mcant to avoid,by lopping off the board 
rade in time. | 
le took occaſion to pay an elegant compliment to Mr. 
ke, Mr, Addiſon, and Mr. Prior; but much as he ad- 
d the productions of thoſe eminent writers, he ſaid he 
d not undertake to ſtudy the two thouſand three hundred 
mes, nor conſider them as any part of the productions 
Pe great authors alluded to. He revered literature, but 
d not wiſh to be overwhelmed with it. A great book 
to him a great evil, mega biblon, mega kakon ! The ſinall 
= of common ſenſe, the ideas already traced out, and 
Kred in the volume of his brain, were ſufficient to guide 
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ſuch a weak and inſignificant individual as he was, þ, 
would not even look into the two thouſand three hundy 
volumes, and as to the great dead authorities the honourgk 
gentleman had cited, as having fat at the board, there oy 
not a finecure, nor an inefficient employment, the comgy 
ance of which he could not ſupport, if quoting the nay 
of ſome great and reſpectable living or dead character wy 
had at one time or another held either, was admitted, x1 
ſufficient argument of its being continued, 

With regard to the offer the honourable gentleman þ 
made of the oral teſtimony of Mr. John Pownall, he beg 
to decline profiting by it; he would neither act ſo un 
didly nor 1o cruelly, as to call on a man who had mat 
fortune by his continuance in an office for thirty year t 
gether, for the purpoſes of aſking that man, whether r. 
thought the office he had made his fortune by, of utility 
not. He knew Mr. Pownall to be an able, intelligent, bu 
man, of remarkable probity ; but when inveſtigating 


he would not ſeek the opinions of any man, who fm! a 
habit of life, was preſumed to be prejudiced. He would a{ 

appeal'to the opinions of a veteran officer, whether tor 
armies were necetlary in time of peace, as apply to hw er 
thy friend, Mr. Pownall, for his opinion, whether the l en 
part of his life was ſpent in the diſcharge of an b 


office. — 

The committee next proceeded to fill up the blanks in 
propoſed clauſe, after which Mr. Eden defired to be be 
again, purſuant to the notice which he had already given, dt be 

He faid, that his honourable friend [Mr. Burke] nh 
ſpoke infinitely better upon papers and books which me 
neter ſeen, than he himſelf could ever hope to do ame 
materials which he had carefully examined ; nevertha6 
that it was the firſt principle of his life and conduct ut i. 
caſe to decline his duty when he ſeemed to be called ne 
He admitted, that poſſible caſes might exiſt in this cool) 1 ur 
in which it might be juſt and reaſonable that a proportionuy'evou 
of the royal income, though ſolemnly and facredly gag per 
fox the life of the royal poſſeſſor, might be refumed, 


applied to leſſen the diſtreſſes of the people. He Mang 


tended, however, that this muſt be in cates of great © hind 
mity actually exiſting and ſhewn in Parliament: be dz, 
that there were any appearances in the country to ſuppl aodifi 
diſheartening a ſuppoſition; but he ſuppoſed, that not paper 


leſs than the full belief of ſuch circumſtances, could, 
in 


Z 


ed the honourable gentleman who brought in the bill, 
ect the dinners, diverſions, and works of taſte within 
ace, to the cramped, flovenly, and diſguſtful ſyſtem 
contraſt, which the loweſt private gentleman would 
from his own family with diſdain, and which had 
no ſound its way only within the walls of a madhouſe, 
infirmary. Nothing leſs than ſuch a belief could have 
e honourable gentleman to poſtpone the payment of the 
n's ſubſiſtence to the wages of the King's menial ſer- 

He next touched lightly on the barſhneſs of thoſe 
s in the bill which were to leave upon the pavement 
worthy individuals, who, in the rank of clerks and 
ries of the different offices, propoſed to be reduced, 
aſſed their whole lives in an honeſt attendance on pub- 
ties in the confidence of a permanent proviſion. Quit- 
however, all inferior objections, he recurred to the pre- 


ons propoſed would make a great defalcation in the 
ax, and bring a conſiderable charge on the inhabitants 
eſtminſter, which the honourable gentleman ought 
provided for. He entreated che committee to recol 
fter, that though, by ſhewing the utility of the e 
ent in queſtion, he ſhould clearly prove that it ought 
d be aboliſhed, he would by no means admit that any 
eſtabliſhment ought to be aboliſhed, the utility of 
he might be unable to ſhew. He ther eded to 
be inſtitution, the powers, and the proceedings of the 
It board of trade, and alſo its charge to the public. 

th regard to the inſtitution, he obſerved that councils 
hmerce have had an early exiſtence in every eſtabliſhed 
ment which had made any progreſs in commerce; and 
ere is not, at this moment, any kingdom in Europe 
ut its eſtabliſhment for this purpoſe. He admitted, 
In early inftances, when the principles of commerce 
Il underſtood, theſe councils of trade had oftener-been 
vous than uſeful ; but inſiſted, that in the reſult, the 
xperiments which failed, had tended to enlighten man- 
and to give that ſpring and effect to general trade and 
ange which prevails at this day. The firft traces: he 
tod of a ſpecial commiſſion of this kind, was in the 
036, by Charles the firſt, This was enlarged and 
pol odied under Cromwell, and he referred to Thurlow's 
papers for the particulars. Charles the ſecond, he 
5 had eſtabliſhed a large board immediately on the 
reſtoration 


veſtion, but firſt begged leave to obſerve, that the re- 
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reſtoration, which, however, had no ſalaries, and dig f 
buſineſs. In the year 1672 he made a commiſſion : 
on the model of the preſent ; this, however ſubſiſſed g 
two years; after which the buſineſs of the board rerg 
to a committee of the council, in the manner propofet} 
the preſent bill, He next ſhewed, that the neglects zu 
ferings of the mercantile intereſt during twenty-two ; 


had been ſuch, that it became an object of Parliamem 
enquiry and reprehenſion: in conſequence of which ith 


been propoſed, contrary to the with of the court, to l 
bliſh a commiſſion of trade by act of Parliament, in 5 
but the diſcovery of Charnock's aſſaſſination plot laying fr 
the nation and Houſe of Commons in good humour wit + 
court, that intention was laid afide ; and immediately yy ul 
the prorogation of the Parliament, a royal commitin po 
ade was iſſued on the 5th of May 1696, upon the wy 
Wich had originated in the Houſe of Commons, and al” 
Jay to the commiſſion now exiſting. | t! 
e obſerved, that this firit cftabliſhment had bez 9 

i ſented as a job, but that it could be fo rerr-{caiedy "Ir 
—_ miſinformation, or for the purpoſes of job. 1 be 
ons appointed were men of the ihe tents ad 
Graſſter ; the inftitution, in the ſubſcqaent ſeſſions, wa iſ" 
ned, and tacitly proved in the Houſe, of Comma 
expreſſſ approved in the Houſe of Lords. Hr KL 
ed ſom very curious and intereſting paſſages on WM 
dect from Mr. Anderſon's Deduftion of Commerce} 1 
which it was ſtated that committees of council, big 
flactuating body, and acting gratuitouſly, had been al 4 
found to act looſely, ſuperficially, and inſufficiently ith 
the important buſineſs of trade and plantations ; but! ” 
the board of trade had been an excellent inftiturion, WM ©. 
was of the highef: importance to the merchants, al "i 
the iſlands and colonies, _ 
In order to ſhew le pavers of the board of trade, he 5 

an exttact of their commiſſion, which is printed at H bad 
in the 12th volume of the Journals of the Houſe of U le 
. bY 1 
The procecdings of the board, conſiſting, he ſaid, in n 
and reports to the Houſes of Parliament, in rept 5 
rations immediately addreſſed to the King, in reports Mar 
pi y council, in correſpondences with the fecretaries of 10 


with the treaſury, with foreign conſuls, with governor 
givil officers in the Plantations, with corporate bodity 


Arz 


individuals. He ſhewed, that the board, from time to 
had done material ſervice in improving the coinage, 
Uucing many uſeful laws, reſpecting all the principal 
hes of trade, opening new branches of commerce, 
aging uſeful inventions, adviſing and conſulting on 
aties of commerce, giving notice of the contravention 
aties, examining and controuling many public expen- 
s, checking malverſations and oppreſſions, diſmiffing 
y governors, revoking improper grants, and examin- 
Il new laws made in the colonies and iſlands, and re- 
g the ſame to the King. A 
ly, he ſtated the expence, which in 1696 was go ol. 
r; at preſent, — the firſt lord, it is 11,30gl. a 
from which he deducted more than one fourth, or 
g. in the pound being paid back to the public in taxes, 
hich reduced the preſent eſtabliſhment to little more 
Boool, a year. | 
would ill become him, he ſaid, to contend, as far as 
vs concerned, that there were merits or ability in the 
It board to repay the public for ſuch an expence. He 
it was eaſy for a lively imagination, affiſted by a fluent 
jon, and the habitual ſKkill of debate, to treat all t 
de ſaid on this ſubject as light and un important. 
muſt however obſerve, that the clauſe in queſtion 


; it merely ſtated in the ſtyle of an Old Bailey ad- 
ment, that ““ a certain board, commonly known 

ame of,” and then proceeded to convict 
without any trial or examination whatever, It was 


nt, and to ſtate the birth, parentage, and education, 
laradter, and behaviour of the unfortunate board. 


t men in point of abilitics within the kingdom; its 
er had ever been that of induſtry, beneficence, and 


fledged the powers of that pen, but could nat, 


Inſtance, acknowledge its deliberation, wiſdom, or 
ent, 


4 


rt, or even infinuate, that the board of trade wis 


and ſen- 


bogever, yet too late to fay a few words in arreſt of 


dwed its birth to King William III. it was nurſed and 


ted. by the great Lord Somers; its farther progreſs in 
vs in the ſociety of Mr. Locke, Mr. Addiſon, and all. 


Such was the board which the honourable gentle- 
tad condemned by a fingle daſh of his pen; he 


oncluſion, he deſired the Houſe to recollect, that the 
M was not, whether the functions of the board ſhould, 
luipended, becauſe commerce is for an interval, and 
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in ſome degree, ſuſpended ;—that the queſtion was a, 
whether there ſhould be fewer commiſſioners, or whey 
members of Parliament ſhould be excluded. from lord, y 
trade, 4 1 | | 
The ſimple and ſole queſtion before the Houſe was thy 
whether, when no caſe is made, nor any evidence ſtated, ie 
committee | ſhould conſent to the abolition, of an any 
executive office, poſſeſſing great powers, and many duig 
producing ſtrong appearances of application and diligeg 
and being, in fact, the general reſort of merchants, my 
nufacturers, and coloniſts ; and this merely becauſe ag K 
nourable gentleman had been pleaſed, ex mero matu, bug 
ex certa ſcientia, to place this great office at the head of i 
cures, in the forlorn hope, and front of the attack. 
Mr. Burde ſaid, he ſhould not travel through the 2300 
lumes, but he begged leave to ſay a feu words in anſwer toe 
thing material, which had been oſfered againſt the clay 
the honourable gentleman. The honourable gent 
man had attempted to ſhew, in the firſt place, that a as 
miſſion on the model of the preſent board, bad been efth 
liſhed in the year 1672, after the one now propoſed had a 
ed for upwards of twelve years, It was very true, it 
Wpreſumed the honourable gentleman was not aware tt 
ms fact, made againſt inſtead of for him, for in. two yas 
after, that commiſſion was vacated, and the buſineſs at ti 
board veſted in ſome of the greateſt names that ever adom 
the politiafWhiſtory of this country. He ſaid, withat 
diſparagememr, he hoped, to the noble Earl who u 
now the firſt commiſſioner [Lord Carliſle] Antha 
Aſhley Cooper, Earl of Shaftſbury, might at leaſt 
a ſound politician, whatever his other qualities were, ! 
put in competition, He then enumerated the fevai 
other great names, who ſtood in that commiſſion, ſucht 
Lords Clifford, Arlington, Savile, afterwards Marguisf 
Halifax, Duke of Buckingham; Lord Sunderland, I 
Danby, afterwards Duke of Lecds, Lord Eſſex, Mr. G 
dolphin, Sir William Temple, &c. He then mention 
ſeveral other ſucceeding commiſſions ; and hoped, chat i 
point of great authorities, and high and reſpectable namh 
he might at leaſt vie with the honourable gentleman. 
would obſerve, however, that the whole ſyſtem of our 
laws, the eſtabliſhment of our colony S 
granting of charters, &c. had been effected during d 
commiſſions, which the honourable gentleman had rep# 


ſented as inadequate to the taſk, and {o great, glorious, 3 
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wiſe a f tem of | laws, and, regulations, he believed, had 
never been "deviſed, or carried into execution ia this or any 
other country, fince the beginning of the world to that day; 
u fine, every thing which had laid the foundation of 
the great and exteufive commerce, which we till very 
lately enjoyed; every thing which rendered the poſſeſſion 
of the vaſt and extenſive wilds of America bene ficial to us; 
which pcopled the deſarts of that country, which cultivated 
the waſtes, and filled the rivers and ports with ſhips; were 
planned while the commiſſion continued, which was now re- 
preſented as uſeleſs, becauſe thoſe who acted in it were not 
paid for their trouble. Here was a period of thirty-ſix 
years, the moſt glorious in point of commerce and coloniza- 
tion it ever experienced; two years only intervening, and 
this is the period the honourable gentleman has fixed upon, 
to new that nothing had been done, becauſe thoſe who act- 
ed in the commiſhon had no ſalaries, and very confidently 
iſſerts that the board as now conſtituted, was efta' liſhed 
merely to provide againſt the neglects and ſufferings of the 
mercantile intereſts. The honourable gentleman has called 
for proof, nothing ſhort of written or parole evidence will 
ſatisfy him; ſurely then it was incumbent on him to give 
ſome better proof than mere aſſertion, that the trade and 
ommerce of this country had been neglected, when the 
vidence of paſt experience, is in ſuch ſtrong contradiction 
0 what he has advanced. ** 

After anſwering the former ſpeaker with uncommon 
ability, and ſtrength of argument oa theſe points, he ob- 
erved, that whatever advantage might have been derived 
om the board in its early eſtabliſhment ſoon after the Re- 
dlation,. ſo long as it retained any portion of the original 
dnftitetion, it had been gradually decreaſing ever fince, 
Mit had at length dwindled. into a mere uſeleſs fine-cure 
office, ſo much 16, that the little buſineſs which was tranſacted 
here, had been long fince transferred to the office of ſecre- 
ay of ſtate; and if any better proof were wanting, no- 
ng could be ſtronger than that in the courſe of all our 
putes with America, not ſo much as a fingle ſcrap of 
paper had been laid by that board before Parliament res 
becking the ſtate, condition, or temper of the Colonies, 
e only pretence to any attention ſhewu by that uſeleſs 
ard to the trade and commerce of this country, was in 
e fingle inſtance reſpecting the African trade a few years 
ace; and ſuch à report as was then made by that board, 
+» x we ra ſo 
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ſo much groſs ignorance and partiality as were exhibited, he 
believed, was never before known ul n a fimflar occaſion. 
But ſuppoſing the fact to be true, that it was the bufineh 
of the board of trade to attend to the various mattets whic 
bad been alluded to, was it not à fair queſtion to i þ 
they had done it? And wus it 'not incumbent on the hi. 
nourable gentleman, to appeal to thoſe proofs of their u. 
tention and induſtry, in the diſcharge of choſe duties which 
he was ſo ingenious to find out? He expected from the ly. 
nourable gentleman, when he informed the committee of 
the 2300 volumes, that he would haye at leaſt fefetred ih 
or acquainted the committee with ſome of its voluminoch 
contents. Had not the honourable gentleman time to ti. 
tract out of his vaſt miſs of information, ſome of the lat 
anſwers and reports to both Houſes of Parliament; ſome 
the reports of the King in council, or 1 addreſſel 
to his Majeſty himſelf ; ſome of the correſpondences ca. 
ried on with the treaſury and Admiralty boards, with the 
ſecretaries of ſtate, and the great trading and commercil 
companies? No; not a ſyllable ; the honourable genikma 
refers his friends and adverſaries alike, for he makes 50 
7 to his 2300 huge and maſſy volumes. He put then 
o Doomſday, and points ſources of information to then, 
by which they can only profit in the other world. In reſpett of 
the foreign tranſactions of this celebrated board; this hoſpital 
for the maintenance of veteral authors, not upon half, but full 
pay; he ſend he ignorant and curious to the ſame 2300 10- 
lumes. He has declined to quote a fingle line of correſpondence, 
held with foreign conſuls, with governors; or a fingle applica- 
tion or inſtruction, conveyed to our ambaſſadors, through the 
medium of either of the ſecretaries of ſtate. 'But what of that! 
He guides with friendly hand the anxious enquirer to his 20 
volumes. 3 en * | 
The honourable gentleman, he obſerved, was fond of 
quotation, and that kind of quotation which beſt tells agzink 
an adverſary, namely, the antagoniſt's own "words, either 
remembered or collected from his writings, Calla 
to Mr Eden's quotation from the pamphlet entitl 
Thoughts on the public Diſcontents.“ This was what 
the logicians called argumentum ad hominem, and fo far a 
went was unanſwerable, and here it went ve y far indeed! 
Becauſe it was the opinion of the only perſon who woul 


venture, or he preſumed: was hardy ng ee thi, 


wretched board, the phantome of a long departed inefficient, 
office. The authority he would quote, was of the 4 
f 4 | 


; -x N 4 
vn 5 1 1 ATE 
hid W iter! on the criminal law, and by, a fertile imagina- 
ton, bright MASerY and gonſummate judgment ſo enlight- 
ened his ſabje&, that a ſtudy in itſeff irkſome, erabbed, 
and diſguſting, was rendered, rather an amuſement, than at- 
tended with th 


tion requiſite tb unfold t e laby rinths, which our more an- 


tient la ſages have led the young 17 He had lately 


opened an epiſtolary correſpondence [ Mr. Eden's letter from 
Nobnage and Greenwich addreſſed to Lord Carliſle.] with 
1 young nobleman, no leſs admired for his poetical pro- 
ductions, than the deep reſearches into the vaſt ſcience of 
political knowledge: and had done more within a very nar- 
row compaſs, than ſome of the Frente writers had been able 
to comprize in many volumes, nay, for aught that appeared 

more in the board'of trade 1 in bp of a cen- 
tury, or was contained in the 2300 volumes, Whether it was 
| the war, American independency, giving Ireland a free trade; 
whether it was in laying on taxgs, paying off the national 
debt, incurring new e making diſcoveries of na- 
tional reſource; it was all contained in this delectable and 
pithy little treatiſe, or political manual. What did this 
great and reſpectable author ſay, in his firſt epiſtle from 
Greenwich or Tunbridge ? He defires his noble friend to 
look upon bim as a perſon totally ſecluded from the political 
world; as a mere idle _ unemployed ſpeculatiſt, ignorant of 
every thing paſſing beyond the pleaſurable cirelg in which he 
then moved (for he hoped his honourable friend was not 
drove to Tunbridge Wells, in order to repair a broken con- 
ſtitution) fincerely declaring, that he had no information of 
what was going on, more than what he. procured through 
the channel of the daily prints, If this great author, this 
high and reſpectable authority, happened to be one of the 
commiſſioners, and one of the moſt active commiſſioners at 
that board, he would ſubmit it to the committee, if ſuch a de- 
claration did not deſerve more credit, and of courſe went more 
difeffly to prove the total inutility of the board, than the 


Whole cotitents of twice or thrice 2300 volumes. The bo- 


dourable gentleman, would he made no doubt, readily bow 
to the great authority he had now quoted, and would think 
rich him, that the honourable commiſſioner would have 
bard! | atempted to miſlead his noble friend, for whoſe in- 
ſtry lon, he had taken up his pen, and through his Lord- 
ſhip, likewiſe propoſed to inftru the public at large. 
After touching this with a mixture of ironical pleaſantry, 
| Rr 2 he 


efaſs, the authot pe eoowy his works greatly admired : he 


at 1773 of thought, and intenſe, applica- 
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he then proceeded to argue the queſtion: at large, in which 
in à very able manner he ehdeavoured to [hew, that the office 
of the board Waß ulcleis3 that Mr. Grenville and almgk 
every other miniſter, for the laft fgrty years had complaing 
of it, as attended with a heavy expen. e and torally unnece, 
ſary, and that Mr. Charles Tawnfhend, from his experience. 
while at the board, had often held it up as an object of ridicule, 
He concluded with obſerving, that the-honougable gentle. 
man, 'confcious, that he was unable. to make any imprefſiag 
on the underſtanding of the Houſe, had endeavoured to excite 
its 'commiſeration, by repreſenting the effect of the preleat 
clauſe, as directed to deprive the. clerks who had ſpent the 
greater part of their lives in it, of their bread ; and thereby 
:--- throwing them upon the „ orld advanced in years. and in 
"Rate of indigence to ſtarve. He would not wil ingly pay 
ſo ill a compliment to his honourable friend, as to (ſuppoſe, 
that he had neyer read the clauſe ;, yet, he muſt neceſlarily, 
do fo ; becauſe he would much ſooner impute this groſs mii. 
take or miſrepreſentarion to negligence than defign, He begs: 
ged, therefore, that the honourable gentleman would take 
the*trouble to re-perule the clauſe, and there he would find, 
that the ſalaries were to be continued to the ſeveral clerks 
belonging to the board, till otherwiſe provided for, 
Mr. %% Mr, 7ollifft ipoke a few words. He laid, he diſapproved 
of the preſent clauſe, though no, perſon, in a general view, 
was more heartily convinced of the neceſſity of a frugal ex- 
penditure of the public money. He thought the object of: 
the "clauſe was triffing; and he doubted much, whether, 
though the ſaving were made, it would be proper to appro» 
priate the ſavings in the manner propoſed by the bill. He 
was much ſurpriſed to hear the honourable gentleman, Wh 
ſpokt aft,” affirm, that the board of trade was uſeleſs. He 
was convinced of the contrary. He had fat at it for ſeveral 
years; 3nd from his own experience could venture to gie 
the honourable gentleman's aſſertion a direct contradiction. 
A gteat deal had been ſaid about aboliſhing uſeleſs or ſinecute 
offices, and taking away exorbitant ſalaries, fees, perquiſites, 
&c. It was the language which was held by the petitioners. 
No man in that Hoyſe would go further in effecting ſuch a 
re fo m, bur then he hoped gentlemen would not uſe an argu- 
ment which could only apply agaiaft ſinecure offices, againſt 
a real excgutive efficient one. The former he wiſhed to have 
aboliſhed 5 the latter he would never conſent to, till evidence, 
19171 33S 03 2 * 
at ledſt, was adduced to proye, from various exiſting circum- 
ſtances, that it was, no longer neceſſary or uſeful, An ho- 
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bocrable gentleman [Mr. Fox] early in the day, ſaid, that 
paliament dare not refuſe to cotfiply with the petitions: 
\:the people, and from thence drew a concluſion, that the 
tion of the preſent bill would be a rejection of the peti- 
ons of the people of England. For his part, he was at a 
Loſs to Know, from what premiſes the honourable gentleman; 
Irew his deduction; for if he underſtood the prayer of the 
xtitions; it went, as he faid before, not to the aboliſhing; 
n executive efficient office; but thoſe offices and places 
mich required no attendance ; or if they did were performed 
y depaty,” and brought into the principal enormous incomes, - 
ifnitely-1more than were adequate to the ſervices performed. 


zpable of applying, and with the beſt intentions weighed 
n bis on mind the propriety, the policy, and the juſtice of 
he ground whereon the ſteps which they, were about to take 
e to begin; that he had attended to the reaſoning of gen- 
emen on this ſubject, with that reſpect which their charac- - 
rs and their opinions deſerved, and to the law reaſoning of 
oſeſſional gentlemen, with all the caution that their argu- 
eats and opinions required; that he was founded upon the 
dement of one of the ableſt advocates, one of the firſt of 
tors, one of the greateſt of politicians, in declaring that 
e profeſſion from a habit, always contracted in the practice, 
ad a natural tendency to form the mind to an undecided 
gue habit of thinking, and an academic ſceptic habit of 
aſoming. That Cicero was the authority referred to, who 
nfeſſed this of himſelf in expreſs and direct terms. That 
bile he wrote as an academician, he could be a ſtoic on 
de ido of the queſtion, and an epicurean on the other. The 
guments which reſpe& this ground go to thoſe reaſons which 
gat or could not juſtify the Houſe in interfering in any of- 
eoreſtabliſhment which is included iu his Majefty'scivil lift, 
That the reſult of thus conſidering, and attending to the 
zuments of others, had convinced him of the impropriety 
ch in point of policy as well as juſtice of the Houſe, in- 
ering by an act of the Houſe in any part of the civil 
applied to his Majeſty's perſonal ' dignity or the ſupport , 
the royal family or his houſehold. | | | 
bor thoſe arguments did not apply nor extend to the eſta- 
„ ſhments of the ſtate. There was an eſſential difference be- 
aa the one caſe and the other. In the one, the arrangements 


the eftabtiſhment were made by his Majeſty, as his imme- 
*** 


te and perſonal concern. In che other caſe, 


Governor Potunail, ſaid, upon this very ſerious and im- Governor 
vrtant occaſion he had with the beſt attention that he was Pownell, 
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of the ſtate, the civil eſtabliſhments, reſpected the Kingdom wg 
people” ar large: and: egiflature Had not only à right to 
make reglulations in them, but had in many inſtances Gone it 
—however, that this was not the time to diſt uss thit pom. 
But when the proper time did come, and the proper octafign 
he ſhould move ſometbing that he flatte fed bimſeſf wobl 
meet the concurrence” of beth ſides of the Houſe; how 
let that matter be as it will, the ſubject of the prefent debut 
and queſtion (the eſtabliſhmenr of the bo##d of trade) ſtout 
upon quite 3 different grotnd; It originated in Parlianeiy; 
was a parliamentary arrangement, began as an experimeay, 
ant had at different times taken different ſhapes, After thi, 
he" procteded to cxamind the ſeveral points which Mr, £4 
had ſtated, reſpecting the powers and authoririey given t v 
board of trade; as alſo the ſeveral points contarned in th 
atecunt given by Mr. Eden of the duties of that Bout 
Uader che firſt head of their powers and authorities, that of 


their general ſuperintendence of trade, and their interſex 
wir every branch of it, either by encobrsgement of d 
cbauragement; he ſaid their beſt merit was, that they had doe 
nothing; and had not been miſchievous, as the execution 
thoſe powers would naturally have led them to have been, 
That under the next head of the ſtate of the poor, and 
the method of employing them; as he could not find they 
had done any thing, he naturally loked to (as the public 
large did) an honourable gentleman within a little diſtance of 
him, _ Gilbert] who upon that ſubject he confiderch 
the only board of trade that he knew of. Then purſuitg ih 
the courſe' in which Mr. Eden had mentioned them, the 
ſeveral powers, authorities, and duties of that board ; he 
ſhewed that the greateſt part (fince the ſeparate eftabliſhwent 
of the ſeeretary of ſtate) was done by that officer, Thi 
another main branch of their buſineſs was done by reference 
to the law officers of the crown, and to the council of tht 
beard of trade. That the buſineſs which they did, by n. 
ference from the privy council, might'be done at any tne 
by any one clerk of the council. That the only buſinel 
which ſecmed to remain with them, was the bean 
complaints of the people of the colonies againſt tht 
governors and other officers of the crown; but that it 
this branch alſo; they had been ſuperſeded ''by* the pity 
council'; for when the complaint againft the lare'gbvernon 
of the Maſſacuſers Bay, were prefered by the legiflättre c 
that-province; the council; and not the board of trade, . 
copnmance of it, and heard it; and give judgment upon oe 
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Qae branch mentioned by Meg Eden, as their buſineſs, 


mas, that they were to form plans of treaties of commerce 
far ambafladors, He ſaid he begged to know when the com 
miſßoners were ſent as ambaſſadors to America, whether they 
received any inſtructions upon commercial matters; if any 
ſuch exiſted, be was ſure that gentleman could produce them. 
Another branch mentioned was to, ſuperintend the trade 
between Great Britain and Ireland. He ſaid he ſhould be 
gd to know. Whether in the late occafion which Parliament 
had to take that matter into conſideration the board of trade 
had made any ſtate in that matter, or =y repreſentations upon 
i, la the next article of their buſineſs, the coinage of this 
kingdom, he. wiſhed they. could give any proof. that the very 
important, beneficial, and meritorious ſervices of the gen- 
leman [Mr. Jenkinſon] who lately undertook to conduct, 
znd effected that fakneſs, had received any aid or af- 


hiltance from that board. That Mr. Eden had ſtated that 
the regulating the conſtitutions, legiſlature, and judicature of 
de colonies,” was of the department of that board, Upon 
bis matter, he ſaid, he could ſpeak, as giving evidence, that: 
at board never did interfere in that bufineſs, but that av; 
exted a diſpute with the colonies, in which the authority of 


ic r being unequally committed, was always im- 
Mired. | 
Az te the buſineſs of their ſuperintendance over the ſet- 
went of Africa, and the affairs of the Eaſt-India Com- 
kay, be ſhould ſay nothing; for the very mentioning of it 
guld be to libel and caricature the board. ; 
That one of their duties was ſaid to be the forming plans 
{ government far, new colonies. He ſhould take notice only 

15 (Weſt, Florida, and the Ceded Iſlands.) The firſt 
8 10. formed, that it created a civil war in the province, 
6: that the governor took one of his own farts by ſtorm. 
om. bis Majeſty's. troops. That a truce, however, was: 
e in the province, and the matter brought before the 
Wis of law, and ſettled in the King's Bench, not by the 
jard of, trade. ers 
4s to the plan of Government of the ceded iſlands, | the 
utes, which, aroſe about admitting Roman Catholicks 
o the legiſlature, was freſh in every body's memory: and 
n ery, well known that the firſt revenue that theſe plans 
Meroment were eſtabliſhed upon, was ſuperceded and 
wilted by the. court of King's Bench. He added, that t 
oda queſtion now.whether that board ſhould beaboliſhea;”* 


for 


, * 
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the channels of commerce might receive an alteration fron 
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forahatby appointing a Wretary'of ſtate for the departmey 
of the colonies, and ſeparating that fecretary of ſtate frog 
the-board of trade ; that board was ip/o fas aboliſhed, al 
remained in a ſtate of annitilation,' | 
Me. Auam roſe after Governor Pownall. He obſer 
that ope of the honourable gentleman's remarks, intimidats 
him in ſome manner, from troubling the Houſe, viz, thy 
ſpeaking prevented buſineſs ; but he thought the ſubject a 
ſuch importance, that every perſon who had the faculty d 
ſpeaking in that Houſe, ſhould deliver his opinion upon it, H 
then went into the ſubject before the committee. He fad 
the queſtion, as involving not only arguments upon the par. 
ticular clauſe, but general arguments relative to that part i 
the principle of the bill, that regards the civil liſt. He fir 
Rated the impropriety of deſtroying the board in queſtias, 
becauſe that board, though the war now exifting, by (ul 
pending commerce, might render it in ſome meaſure a fine 
eure, yet upon the return of peace, it would be neceſſary, 
perhaps more neceſlary, than at any former period, becauk 


a change of circumſtances, relative to the extent and natur 
of the dependencies of this country, upon the ſettling of 
ſafe and honourable peace. That it was therefore abſurd i 
deſtroy an office, becauſe temporary circumſtances might f# 
awhile ſuſpend its utility; and it was till more abſurd, u 
appropriate the revenue, which paid that office, to differett 
Purpoſes, ſo as to make it impraQticable for the King tor 
eſtabliſh that board, or a ſimilar one, in caſe of neceſſity, 
He alluded to what Mr. Eden quoted, from Mr. Anderſa 
on commerce, relative to the appointments of the board, a 
the impracticability of the privy council executing that d. 
ſice; and ſaid, it might appear vanity, but he had conclutl 
the ſame from general argument, which that author had efts 
bliſhed upon incontrovertible facts that had fallen within bl 
own obſervation, without having ever peruſed the author dl 
the ſubject. He then went on to ſhew the dangerous te! 
dency of impairing the prerogative of the crown, relatl 
to the appointment of executive officers. That he made 
diſtinction, and meant to make none, between the differei 
offices-paid out of the civil liſt ; becauſe he agreed with 
learned. friend [The Lord Advocate] and a right honourany 
gentleman [Mr. Rigby] that we could not without proof 
ahuſe, touch the civil liſt. But he forbore enumerating ach 
ments ſo much better conyeyed by them on the former di 


4 


A. 1780. | D E B A T E S. 


than he could, convey them. The honourable gentleman 
Governor Pownal] had made a diſtinction between execu- 
tive offices, and the offices of the houſhold ; he had ſaid; 
the former might be curtailed, the latter ought not. If he 
Mr. Adam] were to make a diſtinction at all, it would be to 
reverſe that propoſition, For he conceived it to be danger- 
ous to invade the prerogative relative to ſuch appointments, 
That the King was the only judge of what officers were neceſ- 
ary to carry on the executive buſineſs of government: That 
o reſtrain him from that power, was contrary to the conſtitu- 
tion, That to ſay, you ſhall have fo many boards, ſo many 
offices, whatever the exigencies of the ſtate might be, was 
prong, That this bill did limit them, and therefore juſtly en- 
itled to the character of a new code of laws given to it (by 
lr. Rigby) on a former day. For what had the conftitution 
Jone ? Not reſtrained the crown from appointing officers, 
but merely reſtrained ihoſe officers from fi:ting in Parliament. 
That the act of Queen Anne did not ſay, the. crown ſhall 
ot appoint what number of ſecretaries of ſtate it pleaſes 


c that if the number is more than three, the fourth ſhall 
* Wot fit in Parliament. He then came to the principle of the 
"Mill, that related to influence, He faid, the Bill of Rights 
be revolution, had curtailed the dangerous prerogatives 
"WF the crown, but had left that which was neceffary and 
of. That among thoie, it had left the power of creating 
ee of honour, of regulating the number, and of naming 
mW the offices of ſtate, to the places of truſt and profit. 
0 hat if this prerogative had become dangerous, by an en- 
a tale of numbers, the bill reſtraining it might be proper 


1 if it had not encreaſed, no alteration io dangerous 

the conſtitution was to be made. He was of opinion, 
it had not encreaſed within the walls of the Houſe of 

mmons, and thought he could prove it to almoſt mathe- 
ical certainty, That the act of Queen Anne prevented 
thoſe who held new places, created after the 2th of 
ober, 1705, from fitting and voting in Parliament. 
a various acts from that time had encreaſed the number 
ncapacitating places, down to the 15 George II. That 
refore fewer placemen ſat in Parliament now than at tlie 
paning of this century. That the tax upon places had 
n effect ſince that time ; and that the diminution of the 
le of money, by the encreaſe of its quantity; had dimi- 
ded the ſur that the crown | beſtowed upon placemen. 
it, therefore, the influence within the Houſe had been 
iſhed both in number and value; but it had encreaſed 
oL, XVII. SC without, 
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without, and therefore it was to be checked within doors: 
but was it reaſonable to check it by an abolition of  juf, 
ſo neceſſary a part of the executive power, as that of 
pointing. more or fewer executive offices, according to k 
. of the ſtate ? A place bill in the old form was the 
fit meaſure, if it was to be checked within theſe walls, and 
not an impairing and diminiſhing, nay an abolition of the 
power of appointing executive offices, which had alway, 
and muſt always belong to the monarch of this country, for 
the ſafety and welfare of government, and for preſerving that 
balance which is neceſſary to maintain the Prince in the re- 
ſpectable ſituation that this mixt monarchy requires, But 
the encreaſe of the influence of the crown without doorg 
or any where, was to be eſtimated by the proportion the n- 
venue of the crown bore to the revenue of the ſubjet; 
that if the firſt had encreaſed more than the laſt, that rere- thi 
nue had rendered influence greater: but the direct revert hac 
was true; the revenue of the crown remained ſtationary, 
or nearly ſo, while that of the people had encreaſed tenfold nur 
ſince the revolution, and conſequently rendered the people Mar 
more independent. But, ſays be, ſuppoſing all this reaſon- hat 
ing to be true, or falſe, it is neceſſary before we impair this Ne 
prerogative, or diminiſh this influence, (which one fide on, 
calls corrupt, and another conſtitutional) to ſhew that it ha und 
done ſome harm. amor 
Has it hurt the conſtitution? No one complains of ay BP =: 
violation there. Did it promote the American war? Nv. 
That was the war of the country, and the peculiar favourit: pen 
of the country gentlemen ; and the greateſt abilities in ths 
Houſe are every day employed in exciting thoſe gentlemen ente 
oppoſe that Miniſter whom they formerly ſupported in it 
war: But it may have fettered the executive hand of Goret 
ment, and prevented our ſucceſs againſt France, Spain, and ers; 
America. Without entering into that ſucceſs, he mem) ple 
hinted that fortune ſeemed lately to have turned, and he trul· rt o 
ed that proſperity would now attend the ſingle arm of G 
Britain againſt the united force of her enemies. He wnfead! 
on to ſay, that he believed it to be a fixed principle that IN cer 
fame cauſe would always produce the ſame effect. He rele BG 
red to the hĩſtory of this country from the Revolution dare 
wards, by which he ſhewed, that with the ſame influence ee 
Sing,” this country had been great and glorious abroad, bee 
proſperous, and happy at home. That during that pern 
Wiltam the Third had repelled and checked the dominea 
ſpirit of Lewis the Fourteenth, During dis period, ad ha 
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ler this influence, this country bad been rendered great and 
teſpected by the plans of Godolphin and the conqueſts of 
Marlborough. Under an equal influence, the. peaceable 
Miniſtry of Sir Robert Walpole had encreaſed the commerce 
and maintained the happineſs of England; with the ſame 
cauſe exiſting, two rebellions in the heart of the country had 
been repreſſed. And under fimilar circumſtances and equal 
influence, the great conduct of Lord Chatham had elevated 
the glory of Britain, while it ſhook the exiſtence of the op- 
ing ſtates to their center. And that of conſequence the 
ate change of fortune was not to be attributed to influence, 
whatever other caule it might be attributed to; for if influence 
had checked our ſucceſs now, it would have done the ſame 
formerly. But economy is a principle of this bill, and in 
his opinion, in common with all the world, a moſt neceſſary 
thing. He here marked out ſome ſources of ceconomy that 
had not yet been thought of. Particularly the — 
the taxes, and by that means reducing both the expence an 
number of tax-gatherers. But, ſays he, the Hon, Gentle- 
man, (Mr. Burke) who brought all this matter forward, faid, 
that we muſt æconomize our Civil Liſt, becauſe France has 
Wweonomized hers, It was neceſſary, upon ſuch a propoſi- 
non, to compare the extent and application of thoſe two 
unds in the different countries. In France, the Civil Lift 
amounts to three millions and a half ſterling : In England, 
It amounts to nine hundred thouſand pounds, The Civil 
iſt of France is applied only to the maintenance of the 
plendour and pleaſure of the Court, The Princes of the 
plood have their ſeparate eſtates, The judicial eſtabliſh- 
nents are not defrayed out of it, and as far as he knew, 
lone, or a very {mall part of the political offices. Where- 
$ the 900,Q00l. per annum of England ſupports the bro- 
ers and family of the Crown, maintains its . pleaſures and 


dy WF" Plendor, pays the whole of the judicial, and a very great 
„rok the civil eſtabliſhments. In the one there was great 
eum for economy, and the conſtitution from its nature 
rent d not be hurt; in the other there was little or no room 
ory” Economy, and the conſtitution, by altering the balance 
er etlary in a mixed monarchy, might be Jerome. But 


ſere we to promote economy in the Civil Lift at the ex- 
Face of the conſtitution > We were told the petitions of 
de people required it. No perſon, he ſaid, would pay 
ater attention to the people than he would. That the 
reſent petitions of the people were the moſt numerous that 
er had been brought to Parliament. But were we, for 
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that reaſon, to give up the deliberative power of Par. 
liament. We were ſent here by our conſtituents to judge for 
them, to think for them, and to determine for them, not iu 
obey implicitly the dictates of their will. If we did, we 
loſt and forgot the very eſſence of what a Houſe of Com. 
mons was, duppoſe the people were to tell us, this mixed 
government, the admiration of all foreiga nations, and the 
happineſs of this, is not ſufficient for our liberty, we want 
a democracy, that liberty may be extended. Would this 
Houſe agree to their requeit, and alter the government of 
this country, becauſe the prayers of their petitions contained 
ſuch a requeſt ? He did not ſay that the tendency of thi 
Bill would be to throw the balance on the part of the demo. 
cracy. He was afraid it would rather increaſe the power d 
another part of this conſtitution, a part which he reſpeted 
for high birth, for a long line of anceſtry, for abilities and 
virtue. But he did not wiſh to {ee that part too ſtrong cither 
for the King or people. That reducing the power and pr 
perty of the Crown would be attended with giving poyen 
to thoſe who had moſt property, as power followed pu- 
perty. That a combination of rich and powerful Nobility, 
might, upon the reduction of the neceſſary prerogatives d 
the Crown, deſtroy and trample upon the democratic 
parts of the conſtitution, That all experiments upon a cot- 
ſtitution like ours were dangerous. That our cenftitution 
ſtood upon a nice <quipoiſe, with ſteep precipices and dey 
waters upon all fides, and by removing it from leaning u 
one fide, we run a riſk of overſetting it on the other. 
Lord . Lord ſicote ſaid he had the honour of ſerving his M 
Cote. jeſty, as Governor in two reſpective ſituations, | Jamal 
and South Carolina.] as well as the honourable gentlem 
who ſpoke lately [Governor Pownall.] and likewiſe a 
: Majeſty's repreſentative at a foreign court, Portugal.] at 
he could ſay, fo far from finding the Board of Trade 4 
uſeleſs and inefficient Board, he had frequently derived? 
aſſiſtance from it in the capacity he had laſt alluded to. 
then entered into a detail of the duties of the Board, 4 
was ſatisfied in his ow: mind that no part of the public a 
penditure, which he knew of, was better or more beneficl | 
applied than the 8ogol. per annum, ſtated by the honou® 
entleman. | 
Sir F-ſ-pb Sir Joſeph Mawbey ſaid, that in all Parliamentary cut 
Mawity. ries, it had been uſual for the members that were the fuß 
of it to retire from the Houle ; but, in the preſent in 
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he found the rule deviated from. The Lords of Trade choſe 
to remain, notwithſtanding he had read in a morning paper 
| that five of the Lords intended to abſent themſelves. He 

hoped, however, that when the queſtion ſhould be put, the 
| faid/ Lords would be pleaſed to retire; and he hoped the 
Chairman would not be ſo quick in putting the queſtion, 

but that they might have ſufficient time to get out of the 

Houſe. It was in his opinion the more neceſſary to give this 
; hint, becaule he believed it would be a cloſe diviſion, and 
| the gentlemen whoſe places the preſent clauſe propoſed to 
( aboliſh, might have it in their power to turn the ſcale in 
5 their own favour. He thought it not improper to call to 
N the recollection of the Houſe, the affected candour which he 
f ſaw practiſed upon a former occaſion, and ſaid if it was a 
{ good rule at one time it was invariably ſo, that members 
who were intereſted in the event of a queſtion ſhould never 
b wait for the diviſion. 


. The affected candour he particularly alluded to was that 
v8 ſhewa by the noble Lord over againſt him, upon an oc- 
BF cafion in which he took a leading part, he meant relative 


vo the noble Lord's occupying a place created after the year 
oy 1705, which diſqualified his Lordſhip from fitting in that 
i Houle, in his opinion. When the queſtion came to be put, 
0- the noble Lord withdrew, ſay ing, that he could not think 
a of giving a vote upon a queſtion reſpecting his own ſeat ; but 


this very diſintereſted conduct was eaſily accounted for from 
the apparent ſenſe of the Houſe ; for when tie diviſion took 
place, though the Houle was tolerably full, no one went out 
in ſupport of his motion but the mover himſelf and the 
honourable gentleman who ſeconded it, —When, however, 
upon a recent occaſion the event of the diviſion ſeemed to be 
doubtful Creſpecting the abolition of the office of third ſe- 
cretary of ſtate the 8th inſtant] the noble Lord was not quite 
ſo delicate, for he ſtaid out the debate, and divided on a 
; queſtion in which he was equally intereſted. 

This aſſertion was contradicted out of doors. He truſted 
therefore that the honourable gentleman who would be affec- 
ted by the preſent clauſe, thould it be agreed to, inſtead of 
an affected delicacy, would adopt a more open and manly 
part by withdrawing, and thereby avoid exercifing a judicial 
opinion in a matter in which their perſonal intereſts were ma- 

terially concerned. V 
Sir Edward Deering ſpoke, and in his ſpeech adverted to Sir Edwerd 
the conduct of a right honourable gentleman, reſpecting his Dering: 
"IN principle 


Mr. Righ;; Mr. Rigby thought the honourable gentleman deſerved 2. 
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1 ſuggeſted on the preceding Wedneſday, that the 


ouſe had no controul over the King's civil lift. He wy 
ſorry, he faid, that the right honourable gentleman had ſtan. 
ed a queſtion, and ordered his friends to vote for the order q 
the day, to prevent its being put. He ſhould not have won. 
dered to have heard him fay to the Miniſter, “ you are a ve 
honeſt clever fort of a man, and I like you very well, but! 
could wiſh to get you turned out, that | may put a mang 
my own in.” | 
he honourable gentleman concluded by obſerving that h 
was one of the moſt virtuous, moſt honeſt, and indepen. 
dent members of the Houſe, and ſhould like to hear th 
right honourable gentleman explain himſelf. 


tention, if but for his being, as he ſaid, an honeft, virtuow, 
and independent man; but he did not know how he coul 
explain himſelf, but by going over the whole matter again 
For his part he did not care to have the motion he ſuggeſted 
put to pleaſe the gentlemen in oppoſition, when he kney 
they did not wiſh it, but had only endeavoured to irritate hin 
to what they did not deſire. When he ſaid the Parliament 
had no controul over the King's civil lift, he never meant 5 
fay that they had no over-ruling power in any caſe whatſs 
ever. They certainly had, But there ought to be fone 
abuſe of the civil liſt firſt proved. 

Tf the judges falaries, for inſtance; were unpaid, or + 
fuſed, that would be an abuſe, and Parliament, could hare 
a right to enquire into it. With refpc& to the people d 
England, he thought their petitions truly reſpectable, and 
that the Miniſter could not decently remain in office, if the 
voice of the people was againſt him. A 

Mr. Fox, in anſwer to the aſſertions of the right honour 
able gentleman, declared that he would not retract from tht 
declaration he had made on a former day, and he wiſhed in 
ſtantly to meet him on that ground, and decide upon ik 
He had declared that if ſuch a doctrine was cftabliſhed, they 
muſt go to another place, and reſcue themſelves from flarer 
by other arguments than words, 

He called upon Sir Fletcher Norton, as the higheſt h 
gal authority in the kingdom, to tell his opinion, whether 
there was not, in the conſtitution of Parliament, an ine. 
rent right in the repreſentatives of the people to controul the 
exerciſe of any power in the Crown, that tended to ſuppo" 
8 government by influence and corruption, againſt the voir 
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e people, againſt the redreſs of every national grie- 
. ma —— of the freedom and independence 
of Parliament. f ; 

As ſoon as he repeated this expreſſion, which he did more 
han once, the Speaker's ſecretary ruſhed through the fide 
gallery, and repaired inſtantly into the Speaker's chamber. 
Sir Fletcher Norton now made his appearance, and took his Sir Fl:tcher 
zat on the Treaſury Bench, and Mr, Fox having again re- Norte. 
xated his wiſh that the right honourable gentleman over the 
ray would give his opinion on the competency of that Houſe, 

o enquire into and controul the civil tft expenditure, faid 
that it would be indeed great arrogance and preſumption in 

im to apply what had fallen from the honourable gentleman 
yho had juſt ſat down to himſelf, relative to a great autho- 
ity, a high character in his profeſhon, of great weight and 
bility, &c. &c. Yet, as a particular part of it, reſpecting 
us preſiding in that chair, could apply to no other perſon, 
je thought it incumbent on him to riſe, and after ſo direct a 
all, not to remain filent on a queſtion of ſuch infinite mag- 
tude and importance. Before he would trouble the Houle 
ith his ſentiments, which whenever he delivered them there 
e did with infinite reluctance, he thould be glad to know 
ſhether or not the honourable gentleman directly pointed to 
Im, 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that as the right honourable gentleman bfr. Fax. 
Fas not preſent in the Hduſe, when he firſt roſe, he begged 
ave to inform him that it was to him he alluded, and that 
ſpecting the propoſition ſuggeſted the preceding Wedneſ- 
jo Þ a. right honourable gentleman on the floor [Mr, 
| . 

dir Fletcher then proceeded, He ſaid, fince he had the ho- Sir Flecher. 
dur of preſiding in that chair, (pointing to it) he had on 
very occaſion avoided as much as poſſible, giving any opi- 
jon reſpecting matters which came before that Houſe, His 
ty and inclination led him to adopt that mode of conduct. 
u duty, leſt from the reſpectable and honourable ſtation 
filled, his mixing in debate, without arrogating any thing 
himſelf, might be ſuppoſed to create an improper influence, 
ſome of his hearers; and his inclination forbad him, be- 
ule he knew from experience that whatever he might ſup- 
It as an individual member, might be apt to bias his judg- 
ent in his other character, that of Speaker, when he came 
preſide in the Houſe. It was true that the mode and 
Gr of proceeding did not preclude him from ſpeaking in a 
committee, 
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committee, the Houſe was now in one, conſequently within 
the moſt rigid rules of order, he was as much at liberty to 
deliver his ſentiments as any other member, and he v 
ready to acknowledge that he had more than once, foon after 
he was called to his preſent honourable ſtation, exercise 
that right. But he could not ſay for what reaſon, but {| 
happened, that he found whenever he had exerciſed it, thy 
his conduct was liable to miſinterpretation, and that what. 
ever he offered, as ariſing from his own feelings and juds: 
ment, was deemed rather as taking a ftep out of the proper 
duties of his office, which were ſaid to be a ſtrict obſervance 
of whatever might tend to impreſs on the Houſe the moſt 
ſtrict impartiality and indifference. 

He had not long preſided in that chair when he diſcovers 
what was deemed the proper line of conduct for him to pur. 
ſue. The Houſe was in a Committee on a moſt importa, 
and in his opinion, a moſt conſequential bill. [The roy 
marriage bill, in the year 1772.] He did not wiſh to h. 
trude his ſentiments on the Houſe, but being called upon to 
give his opinion on a queſtion of law, directly in the way of 
his profeſſion (as he was now upon a more general queſtion 
of conſtitutional law) he had the misfortune at that time, by 
complying with the ſeeming wiſhes of the Houſe, to giz 
ſome perſons very great offence, which he could aſſure then 
he by no means intended k. 

Thenceforward, he endeavoured to avoid as inuch as pol- 
fible mixing in the debates, or of giving his ſentiments, but 
when it ſeemed to be the united ſenſe of the Houſe, Whe- 


What Sir Fletcher alluded to here was that clauſe in the roll 
marriage act, which ſubjects thoſe who ſhall or may be privy to or 
preſent at any marriage ſolemnized with any of the deſcendants d 
George the Second, contrary to the proviſions of that act, to a free 
munire. Upon this occaſton Sir Fletcher contended that the puniſts 
ment ought to be defined; as well as the crime created by the at; 
that the word premmmire had never been legally defined ; that it vu 
a ſpecies of offence created by a particular act paſſed in the reign d 
Richard the Second; that it created or veſted a power in the Kings 
judges to puniſh the offender at diſcretion, to any extent ſhort of alob 
of life or member; and that ſuch an undefined power was no lels 
repugnant to the common and ſtatute law of the land, than to tis 
ſcheme and ſpirit of the Engliſh conſtitution, and the immutable prit 
ciples of natural juſtice, which is ſuppoſed- in one inftance to pt 
portion the puniſhment to the previous riſque the offender knows 
is liable to run, where the law is merely malum prohibitum, and wen 
it is malum in ſe, that the puniſhment ſhould be as nearly as 
proportioned to the real turpitude and enormity of the crime. 
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thee the motives which gave riſe to thoſe ill-founded miſinter- 
xetations of his conduct, but which he could confident! 
arm were dictated by a ſenſe of duty, were as pure as thoſe 
who.urged them were willing to repreſent ; he was not pre- 
nared to ſay, but this\he was ready to acknowledge, that he 
had experienced in himfelf a propenſity to wiſh ſucceſs to 
that fide of the queſtion which he had fupported in the com- 
mittee, as ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, He felt his mind 
warped, and a certain bias hanging on it and bearing it 
down, conſequently, though he might not be ci to 
the opinions of thoſe who wiſhed him to be filent upon eyery 
dccaſion, he was latis fied that the ſeldomer he mixed in de- 
hate, the more likely he would be to avoid giving offence to 
ther fide: of the Houſe. | | 
He was obliged now to underſtand the honourable gentle- 
man as calling upon him, to give an opinjon on the preſent 
jill, at leaſt ſo far as the principle of the bill was connected 
ith the propoſition ſuggeſted by the right honourable. 
entleman on the floor, [Mr. Rigby] the preceding Wed- 
teſday. He profeſſed his total inability to give his opinion 
n the proviſions which the bill contained; they were varl- 
us, extenſive, and in ſome inſtances complicated and involv- 
| 2 great number of objects. The duties incident to his 
ation in that Houſe, had in a great meaſure abſorbed all his 
me, and would not permit him to inveſtigate the bill, in all 
parts, relations and probable conſequences; in the man- 
r a ſubject of ſuch vaſt importance required, ſo as to enable 
m to give any opinion with ſafety, or with ſatisfaction to 
ſelf. Since he was up he would deliver his ſentiments, 
de and indigeſted as they were; they might be erroneous, 
It he aſſured the committee they would be ſincere. 
The bill, as it preſented itſelf to him, held out two ob- 
as, that of promoting an ceconomical expenditure of the 
hie money in general, and the diminiſhing the influence 
the Crown. e part of the plan of general ceconomy 
tto a reform and reduCtion of that particular part under 
name of the revenue or income appropriated to the ex- 
diture of the civil liſt, which, as he ſhould explain by and 
ought to be conſidered into two lights, that deftined for 
tomeſtic ſupport and maintenance of the Sovereign, and 
t which was meant to be applied to public ſervices, 
The honourable gentleman who brought the preſent bill 
d the Houſe, — well of this country. He had ſent 
the bill, in order for his opinion, and to know whether 


proved or diſapproved of it. He muſt acknowledge 
ol, XVII, 1 that 


22 


to return, notwithſtanding every previous prejudice created in 


neceſſary, and expedient at the preſent crifis, and the gent 
ral ſtate, of this country, borne down as it was with end 
mous burdens, and increaſing taxes; but while he ſaid ti 
© he deemed it his duty to openly declare that he totally dis 
proved of that part of the bill which propoſed the abolitid 

of the ſeveral royal domeſtic eſtabliſhments, and as he l 
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that he was prejudiced in its favour, by the very able an 
eloquent ſpeech the honourable gentleman made on his no- 
tion for leave; one of the moſt inſtructive and entertaigj 

he had ever heard in that Houſe or out of it; ſo much ſo, 
that however high he held that honourable gentleman' 
parliamentary talents, it ſerved to confirm him in the oj. 
nion he had = entertained of his unrivalled abilities. But 


his mind, when he came to examine the bill, he was free to 
confeſs that the two principles which appeared in it, did not 
ſtrike him with equal weight. He could eaſily ſee the right 
of Parliament in general upon extraordinary occafions, to 
controul the whole of the civil liſt expenditure ; but then be 
thought that the neceſſity ſhould be ſhewn, otherwiſe he 
could not help thinking that any enquiry or controul would 
be premature. Nothing of the kind, or at feaſt nothing po. 
tive or diſtinct had been pointed out; and this "a to 
him the diſtinſtion which he had ſome time fince formed, that 
is, a diſtinction between that part of the eivil liſt appropr- 
ated to the ſpecial purpoſes of government, and that other 
part applicable to the expences or maintenance of the King's 
houſehold. The former he thought directly and immediately 
within the controul of Parliament, or indeed rather refulting 
from the nature of a public truſt, The latter he thought 
ſtood upon a very different ground, and bore as near a relz- 
tion as poſhble in its nature to private property. There 
were inſtances in which it might become very proper for Pr. 
lament to interfere, reſpecting even this part of the revenue 
of the civil lift ; but though Parliament had a right to inter- 
fere even in the regulating of the expences of the King! 
hoſehold, yet fo far from wantonly interfering, there fou 
be good ground even for controuling the expenditure of that 
part of the revenue appropriated to public uſes, ſuch as the 
ſalaries of the judges, ambaſſadors, &c. &c. To apply thel 
general premiſes to the bill then before the Houſe, he had 
doubt in his own mind that the controul which went to reg 
late the part of the expenditure not apropriated to the Kings 
domeſtic expences, was not only right in principle, but wil 
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been thus explicit he thought it proper that he ſhould aſſign 
the reaſons he had for this opinion. | 
On bis Majeſty's acceffion, a grofs ſum of 800,000). per 
annum, was accepted of in lieu of the ſeveral exifting duties 
4 to the maintenance of the civil liſt. At the 
end of eight years, Miniſters came to Parliament for a fum of 
money to pay off an arrear incurred, which was fuppoſed to 
mount pretty nearly to what the Crown had relinquiſhed, 
by the acceptance of this groſs ſum. In eight years after, 
fnce he had the honour to preſide in that chair, Miniſters 
came again on. a fimilar errand, with a further requeſt of 
an annual addition to the groſs ſum firſt granted of 
100,0001, For his part, though he did not pretend to ſpeak 
from his own knowledge, he had every reaſon to believe 
from every thing he had heard within that Houſe, or could 
learn out of it, that 800,000). a year was fully equal to the 
maintaining the dignity of the Crown, with the greateſt 
luſtre. The majority of that Houſe thought otherwiſe, and 
perhaps very properly, and 1 anted the additional 
100% 0l. Such being the fact, ſuch being the claims of 
the Crown at the time, and the neceſſity tor the increaſe 
Rated, he muſt confeſs he was totally at a loſs to know 
upon what ground that Houſe could proceed to reſume not 
only the additional increaſe, but a conſiderable, if he under- 
ſtood right, of the original groſs ſum granted at this Maje- 
ſty's acceſſion. When the application was made in 1777, 
was, in his ju nt, the time to make a ſtand; it was now 
too late, at leaſt ſo far as the preſent bill went to a reduction 
of the royal expenditure ; becauſe, if he recollected right, 
the arguments, and of courſe the concluſive ſenſe of the 
Houſe, all turned upon the fingle circumſtance that the grant 
upon his Majeſty's acceſſion was totally e to the 
increaſing neceſſary expences of the royal houſehold ; a nu- 
merous Gay ſince that in a progreſſive ſtate. of increaſe, 
and, in ſhort, every difference gentlemen feel in their own 
domeſtic expences, from the neceſſaries and corivenieticies of 
life being enhanced in their value. 7 
Whatever particular weight thoſe arguments carried with 
them he could not pretend to ſay, but until the facts and ar- 
guments upon which the Houſe, then proceeded to vote an 
addition to the civil liſt revenue were diſproved of given up, 
he muft continue to think that that Houſe could n lay any 
juſt claim to conſiſtency, if they proceeded to "reſume the 
grant they had made, ſo 21 as tlie 5 nditure of it applied to 
the King's houſehold expences; cotifequaritly, While Ke was 
to ſupport that part of the honourable gentleman's 
1 tz bill 
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bill which propoſed to regulate the expenditure of the ciyi 
lift, which was appropriated to public uſes, he could not 
think it proper to interfere in the arrangement or control 
of the King's houſehold or domeſtic expences. 

There were ſeveral other clauies, in the honourable gen- 
tleman's bill, highly worthy of the attention of that Houſe, 
and there were other propoſitions ſuggeſted by him, to be 
wrought up into bills, of which he highly approved; he 
meant the ſale of the foreſts, and crown lands, which his 
particular ſituation, as enjoying a place under the govern. 
ment, gave him opportunities of knowing. The general 
cry of the people without doors, was againſt finecure places. 
He was certain none in the common execution of the office 
he held | chief juſtice in Eyre of the foreſts ſouth of Trent] 
could better deſerve the appellation, of a finecure, than hi 
did. It was not ſo profitable as it was reported to be; but 
yet it'was much in his opinion, too profitable, for the duties 
annexed to it, Be that however as it might, he could ſay, 
that under the idea of a general reform, he was very willi 
to ſubmit to the conſequences, ſo far as it reſpected himſelf, 
He had 'not, however, been unmindful of his duty, as far 
as a diſcharge of it, could anſwer any good or beneficial pur- 
poſe. He had made every enquiry, which his other avoca- 
tions would permit, particularly his attendance in that 
Houſe ; and he was enabled to ſay, that the powers veſted in 
the chief juſtice in Eyre, were ſuch as ought not to be ex- 
erted ; and rf not exerted, anſwered no one purpoſe, that he 
knew of. Many applications had been made to him, to en- 
force the powers veſted in him by law. He had refifted them, 
becauſe if exerciſed, he was clear, that they would lead to 
the greateſt hardſhips and oppreſſions; and would militate 
againſt the general ſcheme of the conſtitution, and the prin- 
ciples of the common law; but nevertheleſs, he had good 
reaſon to believe, they might be well juſtified under the idea 
of legal oppreſſions authorized by the foreſt laws. On the 
other hand, the not enforcing them, left the foreſts, thus 
veſted in the crown, of little or no ſervice; and in fact, be- 
came a ſource of petty injuſtice, to the advantage and bene- 
fit ſolely of 'a few individuals. v 

Under this impreſſion, though he might and preſumed 
would, be a ſufferer if the foreſts were diſpoſed of, he was 
ready to give up his intereſt, in the tenure, he now enjoyed, 
as in his opinion, ſo far as the ſale of the foreſt and crown 
lands went, pothing could more effectually tend to ſerve the 
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ablic, to remove an exiſting grievance ; and to ptomote 
terial cultivation, and improvement, He wiſhed the ho- 
urable gentleman every poſhble ſucceſs in the future pro- 
reſs of his bill, and aſſured him of every aſſi ſtance it was 
his power to give him. 7 2 

He next ſpoke; of the petitions, and faid, that moſt un- 
pubtedly it was the inherent privilege of the people of 
gland to petition either Houle of Parliament, or any 
nch of the legiſlature. The preſent petitions upon the 
ble, were the petitions of a moſt reſpectable body of 

:; the free electors of this kingdom, and fo far as they 
re confined to the real objects of redreſs, not only deſerved 
refs, but every poſſible attention, and reſpect in the mode 
adminiſtring it. That Houſe could not, nor dare not 
it them in any other manner, he meant the Houſe ought 
, and whatever it ought not, it did not dare to do, and 
refore could not do. When he faid this, he was free to 
„ that although he approved of the petitions, he totally 
wproved of the committees and aſſociations. If they 
ſe not illegal, they were in his opinion, extremely unpro- 
and might terminate in conſequences, which every good 
p, upon cool reflection, would wiſh to avoid. They had 
des this evil tendency, that they took off from the weight 
he petitions in that Houſe ; becauſe they pointed to other 
ſures of redreſs, while they were ſecking it at the hands 
cir conſtituents aſſembled in Parliament; thereby hold- 
out motives of compulſion, and rendering that an act of 
ſity which ought to be the effect of conſideration and 
Aion. He would not meaſure out on which fide the 
; 5; lay; he meant of thoſe who petitioned, or thoſe 
ad dot, but he believed, every perſon who heard him 
Id agree with him, that the petitions not only contained 
r worthy of parliamentary conſideration ; but that the 
Ins from whom they came were deſerving of every re- 
it was poſſible for that Houſe to ſhew to ſo numerous, 
eſpectable a part of their conſtituents. 1 
ls being his general ſenſe of the bill before the Houſe, 
utions, and the authors of them; he had to lament, 
e bill had epgroſied ſo much of the time of the Houſe. 
me was waſted, and ſo far as the ſubje& matter of the 
ns was concerned, he did not think that their proceed» 
ore the appearance of doing buſineſs. The petitions 
not have been permitted to lie upon the table ſo lang 
* notice, Certain days, in each week, ought to have 
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diture; 


deen allotted for taking them into conſideration. The (eſt 


2 ſupported was previoufly decided upon. 

wich all imaginable” diſpatch and atacrity, to avcid 
for it was ſcarcely poſſible that the petitions. could be dip 
pointed, if the prevalent language of that Houſe, for ſm 
| r paſt, might be ſafely truſted, and relied upon. 
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the laws. It was clearly a govermnent by compact, in wii 
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was already far advanced; and he never knew delay w 
oductive of any good confequence 3 when the principle ty 


The Houſe ſhould proceed to conſider them (the petit 
thing, which might give a reaſon to doubt their fincery 


e ſaid no man, he preſumed, was prepared to conte 


texture, was not a limited one; that it had been fo atall ina 
he had not a fingle doubt, however the conſtitution nit 
have been violated; er de from upon ſome occaſion 
and in particular reigns. It had perfect freedom for its hi 
which was fubje& to no other reſtraint, but what ws in 
by law. Every thing which contributed to make nr 

appy as individuals or citizens, reſpecting both their 
ſonal and political capacity, was derived ſolely by, aud ft 


every right or privilege held or enjoyed was qualified 5 
conditional. Such was the title to the crown, and ti 
joyment of it; ſuch too, was the right of every ſub: 
Every man in the commonwealth was for certain end, 2 

to certain purpoſes, bound by, accountable to, and com 
able in ſome one ſhape or other. Such was the tenurt, lane 

which the ſovereign held his crown, and ſuch was the pal 
cal and perſonal condition of every one of his ſubjctts, the 5 
Every man was liable to violate the law, becauſe er 

man was bound to obey it; and he was free to confcis my - 
ever-errors or miſtakes, may have been committed in got 
ment, whatever evils they might have produced, no 
of either general duty or poſitive obligation could be to :. 
imputed to the prince now on the throne, and no mani 
go further in preventing any meaſure which might 
direct or indirect tendency to intrench either upon the 
or political rights of the ſovereign than he would. 
theleſs, Parliament bad an inherent right veſted in 
e ad regulating every branch of the public Tü 
civil liſt as well as the reft ; but then as Vt; the 

lit revenue was a poſitive, legal, veſted right, the nect 4 


ſnewn before Parliament ſhould offer to interfere. 
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however, the neceffity was clearly made out; it was not only 
the right, but the duty of Parliament to interpoſe, and no 
les the duty and intereſt of the crown to acquieſce. | 

He had attended with all the induſtry in his por to the 
gebate of the preceding Wedneſday, and was ready to con- 
fes, that no perſon diſliked more than he the coming to vote 
upon/abſtra& queſtions; he therefore lamented at the tim 
that the right honourable gentleman on the floor [ Mr. Rigby 
had not coupled the queſtion. he propoſed with the bill, and 
met it fairty and diſtinctiy. Such à conduct, on his part, 
would have faved much time and trouble. The principle 
ed every clauſe of the hill. It was impoſſible to take 
2 fingle ftep, but the principle eterna}ly recurred. It is not, 
whether, this or that reform, or regulation 1s right 'or ex- 
pedient; but whether, the Houſe is competent to entertain 
the queſtion at all; whether it be nat a breach of the com- 
pa& made by Parliament with the ſoyereign; in ſhort, not 
whether the reform be neceſſary and beneficial to the ſtate ; 
but whether it has originated were it ſhould, and can only 
originate? He foreſaw the delays and difficulties this would 
throw in the way of the bill; and what endleſs contention 
and debate it would be produRtive of; whereas if the point 
was decided, one way or the other, the fate of the hill would 
either at once be determined, or it would very ſhortly make 
ts progreſs through the Houſe, - | 9 

So much as to one part of the great object recommended in 
the petitions; he meant that of public qxconomy, a thing at 
times defirable, but at preſent from a variety of circum- 
ances, both within and without, become abſolutely neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the ſtate, The other part relative to 
the influence of the crown was 1 and notorious, It 
was impoffible for any perſon, who ſat ſo many years in that 
Houſe as he had done, not to perceive both its actual ex- 
iſterice, and apparent encreaſe; conſequently, it was the duty 
of every member in that Houſe, who was himſelf a ftranger 
to its effects, to do all in his power to reduce it, within ſuch 
Proper limits as the conſtitution had marked out; and adopt 
and fupport ſuch meaſures as might promiſe beft to prevent 
the return of ſuch evils hereafter. | 
He ſaid, he did not take the preſent opportunity of thus 
publicly differing with the noble Lord in the blue ribbon. 
The noble Lord and he were not friends; he was not a friend 
to the noble Lord, and he had repeated proofs that the noble 
Lotd was no friend of his: Since a W 

. whic 
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which was fally in the tecolle Hen of ev on who ke 
bim, he, — thar/the:weble Lord 8 8 
the — of all friendſhip an, Otifidlehee! 150 — 
reporting dre ſenſe of :the 3 — rad pe 
bulls, at che bar of the utherj fih 


appearanc 
ho als nr pee ths ob BA fd 5 
at a laſs to gueſs what juſt eauſe of offenc 3 
What he had dont was to the beft of his t 
diſcharge. of his duty. If he atted 8 
errors, not from deſigu ; and whatever *© 2 8 
he bad the ſatisfaction of having his Ctiduct unatimo 
approved of by that Houſe. nee hed, che noble pe 
even ance the coolueſs now alluded: ops ba whey. 
ever be as conſulted upon any ma e had not alway 
been ready to give the beit — in Rie power. The nab 
Lord. ſeldom conſulted him in perſon; but whenever be feat 
to him, he wifhed the noble Lord to ſay, if he was yot 
ready to, gue him every aſſiſtanoe, as far ag his poor abilitic 
enabled him. The noble Lord was ly 'confciou 
that he had; and he was equally well convinced; that whit, 
ever, advice he gave was ſeldom followed. The noble Loi 
and he from a 7 tranſaction, muſt henet forward ftand 
upon the moſt inequivocal terms; bis Lordſhip's e 
duct was ſuch, as to put Raab. wo orory appearance we, 
tual good will and friendſhip. The not yet a 
e when it would be — make the Rrker P Ob 
1s tranſaction public. If the noble Lord did not” do him 
jaſtice. he would ſtate the particulars to the Houſe ; and fub- 
mit ta ĩt how far he was bound to remain in iteration * 
z:forming. the. duties annexed to it was the pay 
um a groſs and flagrant injury. Ha hoped he did not 
g too fax, he truſted when the = BO rar he referred i 
were made public, no perſon who heard him would think be 
had; and; he could ſolemly declare, that whatever his prove, 
catipn might he, nothing was farther removed from his oy 
or e contrary. to his intention, than mixing any 1 
nal, in order to inſluence the opinion of tlie Houſ a [ 
afcuſion. of the preſent queſtion. TT | 0} 1 onainu 
begged leave to aſſure the noble Lord, that we cer 
tanting on his part, —— — to give tue caßef 
88 10, the noble Lord on-everyagaagony latter it wÞ 
h he treated, the perſons ſem hy the noble Lid 
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kldom carried into execution ; but he was perſuaded it was 
9055 for want of regard for the adviſer, than any doubt re- 
ſpe&ing, the goodneſs of the advice. $ 

As to the I Sts influence, and particularly that part of 
jt propoſed. to be taken away by the clauſe now under conſi- 
dexation 3, he was clear that the board of trade was vuſclefs 
and expenſive as now conſtituted; and could anfwer no pur- 
poſe, that he knew of, but encreafing the influence of the 
crown, la - much beyond what conſtitution at all 
warranted, . He was aware that the influence had always ex- 
iſted, and ever would ; it was an appendage of the crown 
growing out of the , conſtitution itſelf. It was not its bare 
exiſtence that alarmed him; but the degree and extent in 
5 it exiſted. He 2 = to hy cn, but to = 
dify and regulate it; repreſs its inordinate growth, It 
na not — © to a certain extent, but the quantum he 
wiſhed to have meaſured out, and aſcertained. 

Lord North declared, his total ignorance of what was now Lord Ner:h, 
alluded to, or what grounds of offence he had given to the right 
honourable gentleman, which could induce him to thus openly 
lay, that he was no friend to the right honourable gentleman, 
nor the right honourable gentleman no friend of his, One 
a of the aſſertion he would not undertake to contradict; 
ut he could ſafely and conſcientiouſly venture to contradift 
the other ; that of his being no friend to the right honour- 
able gentleman. He believed, he muſt have been betrayed 
into this aſſertion by heat and paſſion ; for he could moft 
hacerely aſſure the right honourable gentleman, that he ever 
had, and notwithſtanding what now paſſed, would ever re- 
tain a proper and due reſpect for his perſon and abilities, and 
bis conduct in diſcharging the duties of that chair, He was 
Jute a ſtranger to what the right honourable gentleman al- 
Iuded to, when he ſpoke of ſome recent tranſaction, and of 
lone ill threatment he received; he ſuppoſed from his hands 
Iollowed too, with an expreſs declaration of making it a ſub- 
ett of pyblic appeal. If he had done any thing, which 
uſtified the threat now thrown out, he proteſted it was en- 
rely unknown to him; and had no doubt but the right 
Mourable gentleman would be convinced, that he had pro- 
eded upon mifinformation and miſtake, If any negociation 
4 carried, or carrying on, it was more than he knew of. 

Sir Flitcher Norton in ſome warmth, and faid he was Sir Fletebej 
urpriſed, how the noble Lord * to aſſert to his er, = Norton, 
Was negotiating with him. If thee werre, as he had li 
V o. XVII. U u y doubt 
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doubt bf it,” negotiations.carrying on, the noble Lord kney 
and muſt know, that he was not one of the parties negoy, 
ating. He affured the committee, that he never bad, og 
ever would be concerned in à negotiation With the nobl 
Lord; and if the noble Lord did not immediately explay 
his words, he was determined not to reft filent under ug 
an imputation, but would: inftantly teveal all he knew d 
the tranſaction. It was indeed a piece of common jufticy 
he owed to himſelf,” not to fink under the hints and unfa; 
and ili- founded infinuations of the noble Lord, © 
Lord North. Lord North appealed to the committee, if he faid à ff 

lable which did or could admit even by the utmoſt ingenuiſ 
the interpretation put upon his words by the right honourilk 
gentleman. So far from ſaying that the right honoutable ges- 
tleman was concerned in a negotiation, that he declared hy 
total ignorance of any negotiation at all having been on fog 
The right honourable gentleman had, however, given tht 
committee to underſtand, that ſome negotiation was guig 
forward; and ſeemed to point at him as being concerned i 
it. He declared he was {till a ſtranger to what the honowy 
able gentleman meant; but as he ſeemed to threaten to mall 
it 'a ſuhject of public appeal, he by no means wiſhed, d 
any thing ſo far as it might relate to himſelf, ſhould be cow 
cealed. | _ 
Sir Fletcher » Sir Fletcher Norton ſaid, he would not be trifled with, a 
Nerten. if the noble Lord did not expreſſly aſſert, that he had nent 
been concerned in a negotiation with him, he would hatt 
every particular circumſtance, relative to the tranſaQions, om 
whieh he had been alluding, : 5 
Lord Nertb. Lord North ſaid, he was totally at a loſs to diſcover tit lief 
drift and tendency of the right honourable gentleman' dens 
courſe. If, however, it was directed to make a dilcovey be) 
of what ought to be revealed, he ſhould ever diſclaim thermal 
of ' wiſhing" to ſtifle or conceal what ought to be made pub 
lie. Ie aſſured the honourable gentleman, that it was ne 
lis wiſh'or intention to give him any juſt cauſe of offeoc; 
but; be the confequences what they might, he wiſhed ton 
mind the right honourable gentleman, that the matter who 4 
originated with himſelf; for he had nothing perſonally to N 
or fear upon the occafion. aa Here 
Sir Fletcher} ' Sir Fletcher Norton then roſe, and ſaid, that he had batte 
Aerea. applied to by a noble Lord, then at the head of admit 
cin [Duke of Grafton] upon the death of the late Speak 
{Sir John Cuſt} to accept of the very honourable fitvabY 
16 2B; Z0) 1 g 244 14 N 
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terms is accepted of the place he now held. He had, how- 
"er, lately ſed 
bat ce had been a negotiation on foot: he had it indeed 


tuation. | *. 6 dar 8 
He had heard from the authority now quoted, that ſuch a 
tin chief judge and the miniſter, for the purpoſes al- 
Rady deſcribed, and took the earlieſt opportunity of ob · 
Uu 2 taining 
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explicit declaration. upon the fubject, 
the ED e knew the noble Lare the d e 
e precaution ia his-powery, to prevent hi 
7 a taking any advantage in one ſhape or cheoſlut 
8 nr the noble Lord, previouſly of by 
calling upon him, upon an affair of . bu 
deſired in the letter, chat the noble Lord worl 
+: perſon preſent, who: ſhould: be able to rear 
I might (paſs. at the interview. Ho called accordingly t 
ed Lord's houſe in Downing . was myth 
hen he did call to find the noble alone. H 
e he was woch 
onithed bf th peoceine; tha the pede? b far. fn 

CircumBiance. might to operate, in 
cfeared the object — 4 by the interview. that of Ko 
it out of the the power of the. noble Lord or taraſelf, to 
| cove. or miſconceive whatever ſhoul pat upoh dr 0c 
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it was, however, and he could not ay, but ** wa ther 
greatly. 99 when he proceeded to explain him 
which induced him to call upon the nuit 
Tord, de to 5 that his Lordſhip affected to be a total bet 
Ser ta the original tranſaction, on which his claim in e able 
. line was founded; and which the right hond is n 
6 geatleman on the floor (Mr. Rigby] was well acquaiit-WWthat : 
1 o Ramel), the condition on which be accepted 
bat 155 2 condition, that a return into Weſtwinfg 
| wy all be open to him whenever an een of time 
| - ruſted, that the committee would belizve him, uh 
med, upon his honour, as a gentleman, that he d h 
t 0 challenge their attention, upon any loschen T 15 um, 
rlonal to himſeif; but thinking at all times, that! eptec 
de kept more pure and unpolluted, than the foutiiPenhe 
juffice, be felt when any meaſure was adopted, no nu me 
2 what pretext, that might even afford a colour 
that they were corrupted, or that an imp 
4 — been reſorted to for rendering the * uſt 
55 party or factious views : he thought it a d 
incumbent upon him to take notice of it. He c ente 
OF Was ready to prove that money had been prag 1⁰⁰ 
5 — given and received, in order to bring about the e 
wee to ande e. nt * rene onour 
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per titis cune, he Would undertake to prove it whe ſatiſ- 
Alon of chat 'Houſe. Selen denn A 203 eam | n 
He meant to throw himſelf upon it for protection; and 
ke entertained: no doubt, but the Houſe would talie up the 
matter in a light, and decide dceerdingly. He wert 
ito a variety of particulars of lets moteiſt; and concluded 
uch affuridg che committee, that che hoy igh obligations; 
andthe gratitude reſulting from a full and perfect conſciouf- 
gel how little he deſerved them, which he owed that Houſe, 

that. he was determined ro conform his whole conduct, in 
biſineſs, agreeable to their ſenſe and withes!”' He truſte 
however, that after a certain period they would give him one 
ther mark of their indulgence, in permitting him to! 
from”a fituatioh, which had uo poſſible inducem̃ent to c- 
tiove him in it, but the pleaſure reſulting from a grateful re- 
turn of their many ſignal and unmerited favours. 


”» 
LESS 


knew of it, He ſaid, he had been ſolicited by a noble Duke, 
ken ut the head of public affairs, to deliver a meſſage, ſub- 
fantially the fame as that reported by the right honourable 
plemanz' that the right honourable gentleman had te“ 
deſt of his recollection, Rated the particulars with all po- 
fible candour and eorrectneſs; but as well as he 2 
» 


ry at this diſtance of time, he never | 
any of thofe particulars came regularty or properly to 
eknowledge of Ar. noble Lord in d OB 1 

| _ North roſe to declare, that — did pot lock 
binſelf reſponſible for any promiſe which might N 

made by . 2 The det bench ine 
gentleman had proved to the ſatisfaction of dt k 
pid he was'perſuaded of every other perſon who Ha beste 
aum, that ſuch were the confiderations on which ne at- 
pred of that chair; but he could fairly anſwer, chat he 
beſtther knew: of the tranſa@tion at the time, not — oy 
pamiclf bound when he did eome into office by any fü ch 
; were other parts of the right honourable” Finke - 
man's ſpeech, to which in point of AB be ae: cede ; 
ie meant, that aſſertion, in which the right hongurable 
fentlerhan. 'undertook to fay, chat there was a negotiation 
afoot, ſuch as he had deſcribed, and that money had been 
ropoſed to be given and received. He afar che rh 
dnourable gentfeman, that he had been grofily mifinform- 
u; and as he was accuſed of being one of the acting par- 
2 ties, 


een 


Mt. Righy ſpoke to the original tranſaction, as far ay He Mr. N= 


'F 


Lord Norths 
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| r in the ſeveral offices of Solicitor and Attorney Gems 
erat; 
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des be Was entitled to ſay, that no ſuch negotiation un 
on foot, as had been ſtared by the right * 
w 3 ind aol ae bu 
The right honourable: gentleman complained and made 
ground of accuſation. againſt. him, that when he waited upoy 
bim gt his houſe in Downzng-ſtreet, a third perſon according 
$9. hie previous / defire had not been preſent. To this he 
Sud only anſwer, that he. was extremely ſorry, there waz 
& 4ithard perſon preſent ; for if there had, he made ng 
ou that what was now. brought forward in a ftile of high 
ubiaation would have, been ſo perfectly and fully explan. 
ed Wg public appeal, totally n 


Ge ” S#% 


z breach of promiſe to him, becauſe he never would ne 

t f the line of his profeſſion, 
Fefetment in the line of it, with the noble Lord, ot al 
other minifter. He faid, he had now ſeryed his Majeſty f 


that he had endeavoured to do his duty in thoſe & 

es with alt the zeal and ability he poſſeſſed; that he hop 
ſhould not be accuſed of preſumption, if he hinted, 
that cburſe of time he had received frequent marks of 
intended bounty of his royal maſter, an honour he big 
C | vatu 


rene 


led, om accdont of ihe quarter, fein Whence'it katde; tut 


that his uniform Fe had beck, tf purſue the line of his 
rofeſhon, withou Jooking to emqdlüment, uncohnected With 
it, and unmefited by him; that the learned "gentleman 
knew. chat he, never treated, that he never negotiated, that 
ke never ſolicited office, that he never would ſolicit it, but 
but that, as had hitherto happened, be would not go is Tr 
it hould come to bim; that he would not fo diſgrace the 
wehen he. belonged to, ſo demean his own character, and 


" E 


betray, the intercfts of his St as to ſeck, for finecure 


emolumepts, as a, comp ſation. for quitting a profeſſion b | 
vhich he could maintain himſelf independent, without an 
erpence to his country. The right honourable gentleman 
had fad, that he had got the greateſt ſinecure he enjoyed, 
a reward} for doing the law buſineſs of the privy cout; 
there being at that time no perſon of the profeſſion belong- 
ing to that court. 1 

rely (ſald he) the learned gentleman has forgot, for at 
that time the then chief juſtice of the common pleag— 
lere Sir Fletcher Norton ſaid no. But the Attorney 
General went on, I beg the right honourable gentleman will re- 
collect himſelf. Sir Eardly Wilmot, the perſon who now 
hoes the buſineſs of that court, was then of that council, the 
reſent. maſter of the rolls, the preſent chief juſtice of the 
ing's bench, the then chancellor; in ſhort, all the perſons 
ff. the law that uſually belonged to the council. 15 

He faid, he knew the great reſpect due to the character 
Ind ſituation of the right 8 £7 gentlemen. No doub 
ben the learned gentleman honoured a committee wich 
us opinion, and ſpoke from that bench, he reduced himſel 


1 | 

„ue level of any other member: but he had been ſo much 
2 -nſtomed to ſee him in that chair, the dignity of which 
e vpported with ſo much ſtrictneſs, that he could not ſepar 


pic dim from his office; he therefore bowed with reverence 
p his great and reſpectable character, and would combat t N 
eight of his opinion with all the deference that was due... ic 
fully ſenſible of the juſtice of the right honourable gentle, 
an's remark, with reſpect to his unfitneſs for a law ſituati I 
ven compared with the character of the Tight. honourable 
nleman, In proportion, as he thought highly of, the 
arned gentleman's profeſſional abilities, he thought humbly 
f hie own; the learned gentleman had ſaid, and truly i 
im point of character, of ſtanding, pretenſions 2 
Weation, he was not equally qualified for a common law 
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court with the honourable gentleman : he was as ready t, 
allow his 8 as the learned nan had 
eager ut when that g quitted We. 
minſter Hall, to flide firſt into the enjoyment of a prey 
finecure, and afterwards. to be exalted to the high ſituation 
he fill held, he left behind him many who continued t 
labour, with induftry and affiduity, in hopes that the line 
of preferment would be open to them, as a reward for tber 
labours, and a gratification of their ambition, It was rather 
hard therefore, that the right honourable gentleman, ſhould 
in addition to his other advantages, throw his mantle oyer 
thoſe he had left behind him to toil in the profeſſion, that 
he ſhould check their preferment, and ſecure an exclufine 
claim to himſelf to return to the profeſſion, not for the pr. 

ſe of joining in the toil of it, but merely to enjoy thole 
ard of dignity and honour which other men had in the 
uniform routine of buſineſs Iaboured to merit, and hoped u 
receive when their turn came, For his part, he aid, he 
looked upon the office of judge to be in its nature and er- 
* cution ſo delicate, that it was unfit for ſolicitation, that he 
felt the character as too weighty ever to think of ſoliciting 
ſuch an appointment as a favour, while at the ſame time be 
owned, he had not ſuch an opinion of his own inſufficiency 
as to make him ready to ſay, that he would reject an - 
pointment if voluntarily offered by thoſe, who were ei- 
truſted with the power of judging of the propriety of the 
appointment. 

t whatever honours his Majeſty might choſe to be. 
ſtow upon an humble individual, he would receive then 
with reſpe& and gratitude ; but he never would enter into 
a negotiation with, or exact a promiſe from any miniſter, 
He then turned to Lord North, and in a degree of faure 
and a warmth of eloquence, equally poliſhed and poigratl, 
oqually ſevere on the Speaker and honourable to himſelf, dit 
which ſuffers from our not being able to do it juſtice in ths 
report. He ſaid, with reſpe& to his ore, he gait 
the noble Lord a charte blanche ; he declared, that as long u 
the ir political life went on _ he never would, u 
any occafion, remind the noble Lord of any promiſe E 0 
— have made to him that he never would accuſe h ft 
of breach of promiſe—that he never would be ſo forgeti0 iN... 
of his own character, as to make private differences mam BF... 
5 complaint, and that he would not ſo degrade hi- 

or be ſo loſt to the decorum that was due to that How, 
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4 "th call cupdm thein tu · inteffere | i private negotiation, | 
phwould&he jorhumble — to — 

4 miniſter tbe ground of mion, upon à great An 
pc political fegulation- ＋ e 

Mr. Attorney then went liato Seeed of per 
1 queſtion, ;the rendency Jt 'conſequences *of ” which he 
glzce® entirely in a neu light, -and-fhewed, that the bill, b 

that the buſineſs of the board of trade ſhould 2 

tbe perfirmge' by à committee of council; "revived an 
6x and univerſally” condemned ſyſtem of bofineſß. 
Committees of council had, as our hiſtory afforded repeated 
vaſlances, been intruſted with the operative and exceutive 
in various departments of the national buſineſs, and 
lv experience had proved, that from a multitude of dif- 
rent cauſes, committres of council had not anſwered their 
end in this reſpect; it was therefore from the” fulleſt &6n- 
viction, grounded on repeated trials, that the board of trade 
had.; deen inſtituted with-a hope of its being able to prove 
itſelf an efficient board, and to do that, which committees 
ol cbuncil had been found incapable of performing. He 
allied the Speaker upon his opinion reſpecting the influence 
al the.crown being enormous, about the board of trade be- 
Anz uſeleſs, and about the futility of the diſtinction between 
the houſehold and the board under confideration, declaring 
«that if che 4% dirit of any man, without proof, was to be 
the ground of deciſion, it was unneceſſary either to ar; or 
Leliberate; and he concluded wich ſhewing, that dimi- 
niſhing.the power of the crown below its juſt: proportion, 
Roald enable a {elfiſh proſcriptive ariſtocracy to rule the 
Wuttry, wich all the: tyranny attending fuch- 4 ** 
ment, 
ra a quarter paſt oy o'clock i in the morning the com- 
en Aeided. 


uw For aboliſhing the board of trade ru yl 
" | Wotan — — of 199 
L Tr LEES 
* Majorizy for aboliſhing the board of trade 8 
i which eth "ppb meurer of the ben Ae to che 
ue end, ©, | It { riginm 
a on N gib Wg Yo dagnd bt 
*. = LEVY bukinebs, the Houſe went into a comin itte 
4 #9 the ſacand;part of the budget. 1105 oildgy de 
1 


Lord Nerth:began with lamenting the evit of the day} de- Lord North. 
claring that the taſk of propoſing taxes, the amount of 
Vor. XVII. R x which 
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which muſt be ſo very heavy a burthen to the people as the 
neceſſary amount of thoſe he had to offer, was the moſt ar. 
du6us, the moſt unpleaſant, and the moft irkſome, of any | 
he had undergone or undertaken in the whole ſeries of year 
a 


that he had ftood in his preſent ſituation. The burthen 
would oppreſs the ſubje& in ſome degree; it had oppreſſed 
him already very greatly, and at that moment the weight of 
it was exceeding painful to him. He hoped therefore gen. 
tlemen would not encreaſe the evil, which was of itſelf 
much too large, by unneceſſary going into matters of decla- 
mation and matters of perſonal attack upon him, which 
were not only improper at that time, but exceedingly un- 
Juſt to agitate at any time, as they had been agitated, Ay 
honourable gentleman [Mr. W. Hartley] had ſaid, that the 
country was brought into its preſent ſituation, and that the 
burthens about to be impoſed on the people, were owing to 
his crimes ; he would not now go into an argument upon 
that head, he would only ſay, that he had committed no 
crime, and that he had done his country no wrong whatever; 
ſo far from it, the line he had purſued and the plans he had WI mea 
2 concerned in as a member of adminiſtration, and had bes 
upported as a member of Parliament, in concert with the apo 
majority of that Houſe, had been ſolely calculated to ſups de 
port the juſt rights of Great Britain, to maintain our in- Porte 
tereſts as a commercial people, and to defend the territories NCividi 
of the crown, and put chem in fafety from the attacks dat t 
defigns of our enemies. Theſe had all along been his mo» penny 


tives; he felt every wanton effort of faction to traduce hy (WW | 
character with no other emotion than that of contempt; he }Wcrea 
was conſcious of his innocence, and whenever an enquiry tefly 
was moved againſt him, or any ſpecific charge of critm- Wrewed 
nality brought forward, he would meet cither with che- Ned 
fulneſs and with confidence, becauſe he had no doubt of tb ey u. 
juſtice of his country, and was certain they woyld not thiaetter 
he had merited their ill-will, when they had the"whole mater of 
ter before them. In the mean time he wiſhed that all a: Neratic 
cuſations might be ſuſpended for that day at leaſt, as e priv 
real buſineſs of it would ſufficiently engage the attention Mn, vii 
the committee. iſned f 
Having made this exordium, his Lordſhip proceeded Mferent. 
the real bufineſs of the budget. The ſum to be raifed tc wah 
en a t. 


the payment of the intereſt of the loan he ſtated to b 
697, gool. a very large ſum certainly, and which, burtbenfpular, 


ſome as it would be to the people, was unavoidably _ on cyc 


Ivate m 


ght not 
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fary- to be produced by ſuch taxes as the committee ſhould 


approve, He had ſaid, the laſt time the budget was in 


zgitation before the committee, that the taxes he deſigned 
to propoſe ſhould be ſubſtantial taxes, and uch as might be 
felied on, as being moſt likely to anſwer the full. amount 
for which they ſhould be given. In order to do this, he 
had no other reſource but in additional taxes to thoſe 
already impoſed on certain ſubjects of taxation, which from 
their nature were not likely to vary, or to fall ſhort of the 
produce of that ſum for which they might be taken. As 
theſe taxes muſt unavoidably be felt, his principal aim had 
been ſo to impoſe them, that they ſhould bear equally upon 
the ſubjects, and while they anſwered the exigencies of the 
ate, neither injure its con:merce, nor deſerve being com- 
plaincd of as a grievous burthen upon any deſcription of the 


oy | 
he Gr object of his taxes, and from which indeed he 
meant to obtain the largeſt part of the ſum required, was the 
brewery ; that natural Engliſh beverage, malt liquor. But in 
poſing this tax, the difficulty lay in ſo ſettling it, that while 
the ends of finances were adequately anſwered, the pot of 
porter, and tankard of beer, ſhould not meet the lip of the in- 
dividual conſumer with any aditional charge upon either; 


eat the one ſhould not coſt more than three- pence half- 
o- Wpenny, its preſent price, nor the other more than what was 
hg ow paid for it. In order to effect this purpoſe, of not 
he ocreaſing the price of porter, to the porter drinker, he had 


miefly directed the tax at the private brewery, thoſe who 
rewed their own ſmall beer and ale, and who had not been 
ed when the laſt impoſt was laid on the brewery, though 
icy were, generally ſpeaking, more opulent people, and 
etter able to pay a duty than thoſe who bought their ſmall 
er of the public brewer. When this idea was under con- 
deration, the point chiefly to be taken care of was, to ſave 
e private brewer from the unwelcome viſits of the exciſe- 
Wn, viſits which no private gentleman would certainly have 
iſhed for, and which he thought it his duty, if poſſible, to 
event, Two ways had offered themſelves for this purpoſe ; 
© firſt was, by a compoſition in the nature of that propoſed, 
Wien a tax which had been exceedingly obnoxious and un- 
polar, was propoſed ſome years ſince; he meant the tax 
pon cyder, The objection then urged, was, that every 
wate man's dwelling was his caſtle, and his ſanctuary, and 
gut not to be rendered liable to the entry of the officers of 
XX 2 exciſe, 
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exciſe, who very properly and neceſſarily had acceſs to the 
houſes of thoſe who carried on the brewery as a trade, and 
that though a compoſition was authorized by the act, ye 
that a man's houſe was ultimately liable to an exciſeman'; 
entering it, becauſe if he ſuſpected an unfair compoſition, or 
if the party making cyder for his own uſe, would not come 
into a compoſition, the exciſeman had authority to enter, Moo. 
to guage the cyder, and to demand the full amount of the Ned 
duty. Such was the objeQtion, and certainly it had been 
founded, but how was it to be avoided ? Becauſe if the exi. he 


- gency of the ſtate required that a tax ſhould be impoſed on iſto 


cyder, and a com ition was offercy to fave the perſons 
liable to pay it from a more obnoxious mode of collection; 
if that compoſition was not accepted, a power mult be given 
to compel the payment of the tax, or the ends of the revenue Mine 
would not be anſwered. The fame objection would undoubt. up 
edly have been made had a tax bcen impoſed in like manner 
on the private brewery. The ſecond. way to protect the ih dut 
rivate = from the viſits of the exciſeman, that hal ez. 
— propoſed, was by not meddling with the beer when it 
was brewed, but unpoſing a tax on its principal ingredient, MiWrand 
malt. This was that, which he had adopted; and in order Wii, pe 
to fave the public brewer, who was ſufficiently taxed alrealy t car 
from paying it, he meant that he ſhould have an adequate 
allowance upon the beer. 'Y 
More fully to explain how this muſt be done, his Lord: 
ſhip ated from written documents which he held in hüt leaf 
hand, and which he declared to be authentic, an exact env- Nos 
meration of the number of quarters of malt brewed in Hat i- 
car in the metropolis, and in other parts of the kingdom cc 
wo quarters, he ſaid, in London brewed five barrels d 
porter, or beer, and about two thirds of another barrel; ere: 
the exact amount of a new duty defigned to be laid une 
malt therefore would he one ſhilling and four-pence and 
1972 zds per barrel. In the country two quarters of mall Wu lu) 
he uaderſtood, gencrally brewed about four barrels and! 
balf of beer, the amount of the new duty therefore would 
upon the country beer be one ſhilling and eight-pence, a 
the fraction of a penny per barrel. The allowance tif 


Mould make would be one ſhilling and four-pence to price 
London, and one ſhilling and eight-pence to the count en w 
brewer, and four-pence per barrel upon ſmall beer, wiiagWtax of 
he alſo in detail ſhewed to be about an average allowauineas 

=} 7 


upon the duty paid for the malt uſed, The fractions 2 
1449 : | :oph 
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ingly conſidered but mere trifles, upon the whole brewery, 
however they amounted to a large ſum, but he thought the 
public had a right to that advantage, and the public brewers 
would have no right to complain, becauſe the tax would in 
ll probability check the private brewery, and increaſe the 
bafinels of the common brewers. He ftated that the a- 
mount of the new taxes in the groſs, would be 670,000, but 
deduſting the allowances and other drawbacks, there would 
zemain a neat 310, oool. at which ſum he ſhould take it; as 
he firſt part ot the ſum to be raiſed by the taxes he had 
0 offer to the committee. 

Having thus laid a burthen on the proper Britiſh beverage, 
It was natural for him to turn his eyes to other beverages ; he 
it therefore ſhould propoſe an additional tax on low 
wines, and ſpirits, made from malt. On the former he 
propoled to lay a duty of one penny per gallon, which 
would produce full 20,6171. On Britiſh ſpirits he propoſed 
duty of three-pence a gallon, the produce of which would 
x 34,557]. 

The Lok object in view was foreign ſpirits ; and firſt 
randy, on which he ſhould propoſe an additional duty of 
u. per gallon, which would produce 35,310l. Rum, though 
t came from the Weſt Indies, he could not but regard as a 
pecies of foreign ſpirit, and he meant to lay the ſame duty 
pon it as upon braudy, viz. 1s. per gallon, which, as the 
portation was more than double that of brandy, would 
t leaſt produce 50,9581. Some perſons, he ſaid, might ſup- 
le he had laid too heavy a duty on rum and brandy, and 
at it would tend to 1ncreaſe ſmuggling in brandies ; he 
s convinced he had not; that the new duty would not 
len the conſumption, and as to ſmuggling, the duties 
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rel; ere already fo high, that no increaſe of that dangerous 
pot ade was to be dreaded from the addition propoſed. As 
ad WWrandy and rum were both, not only luxuries, but pernici- 
all Ss luxuries, he thought them very fair objects of additional 
dation. | 

ou The next article he had turned his eyes to, had been 


tely tried, and experience had ſhewn, that it would very 
ell bear an additional duty, and that without any increaſe 
price to the confumer. The article he alluded to, was fo- . 
u wines. The legitlature had two years fince impoſed 
ax of four guineas a ton on Portugal wines, and eight 
meas on French, which, on the former, amounted to a 
any per bottle. The conſequence was, the retail yenders, 
the 


London chaldron. The produce of this he gave at 
12,5991. 

* the whole of theſe taxes, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
hould propoſe the additional duty of five per cent, the 
me as was laſt year impoſed, which he took at 46,193]. 
All theſe ſeveral taxes put together would ſtill fall ſhort 
early 100, oool. of the ſum wanted; in order to make up 
his, he ſhould propoſe various ſmall taxes, and firſt a tax 
pon an article, which he was aware was a neceſſary one of 
ſe, and equally ſo to the poor and the rich; the tax 
derefore would be felt univerſally, but he truſted the mode 
\which he meant to impoſe it, would render it fo triflin 
burthen, that no perſon, however poor, would have cauſe 
complain, The article he meant, had not been taxed 
t year, and was the article of ſalt, He ſtated the number 
buſhels accounted for to the ſalt office, ſaid the groſs 
duce of the preſent duties (which he alſo circumſtantially 
ated, amounted to 900,000. and yet the nett revenue of ſalt 
45 no more than 240, oool. Nor was the decreaſe imputable 
d the charge of management, as had been frequently ſup- 
ed. The entire charge of management was no more than 
cool, The great difference between the groſs receipt and 
e nett revenue was occaſioned by the number of drawbacks, 
bentures, and bounties, upon the exportation of ſalt pro- 
hons, and for various other matters, all eftabliſhed for the 


aß et and encouragement of trade and commerce. A buſhel 
ua Galt contained 561b. The duty he meant to impoſe would 
ad. per buſhel which would not give any cotourable pre- 
M- 


t for the retail vender to charge the contumer more than 
e farthing a pound in addition to the preſent price, be- 
uſe that 1s. 2d. per buſhel, even had he impoſed the dut 
that rate, would only amount to a farthing a bound. 
$ Lordſhip ſtated that a peck of ſalt was ſufficient for 
vle of any little family, a twelvemonth, and therefore 
e could be no ground of alarm at this tax, on a dread 
ts being oppreffive and grievous to the poor. His 
{hip took the produce of this tax at 69, oool. 
The next matter he mentioned, was an additional duty 
ix-pence on each advertiſement inſerted in a public 
paper, the produce of which he eftimated at goool, 
another object was entirely a new tax, and yer he flat- 
d himſelf that it would meet with no objection, and be 
a wich great chearfulneſs: it was a tax on all zeceipts 
en to adminiſtrators and executors upon the payment of 
3 legacies 
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legacies. In order to enforce it, he meant to inſert a ch 
in the tax bill, making all payments of legacies null af 
void, the receipts for which were not on ſtamped pay 
and the proportion he deſigned to make them at would 
this: 2s. 6d. for a ſtamp on a receipt for a legacy ay 
under 20l.: 5s. for a ſtamp for a receipt for a legacy at g 
or over 20l. and 208. for a ſtamp on every receipt tor 1 
gacy amounting to 100l. and upwards. | 

His Lordfhip ſaid he had ſome thoughts of carrying th 
idea much farther. The Dutch had a tax called the d 
lateral tax, which was the payment of a certain duty! 
every perſon not immediately the deſcendant of the & 
ceaſed, who came into poſſeſſion of his eſtate and effed 
However it would be almoſt impoſſible to do exactyt 
fame here, or to have aſcertained the value of the propery 
thoſe who died in this country left behind them, by wi 
the tax muſt neceſſarily be regulated, and preciſely aſcertam 
The face of the will was the only guide we could have, 
that was by no means a certain direction. He told the cn 
mittee, that he had received ſeveral hints of ſuch a tax, 
one of his correſpondents, among other reaſons urging hy 
to adopt it, uſed one which was rather comical, and that 
that it would be a very productive tax, a tax which u 
body would fecl, for it would be paid by nobody till aft 
he was. dead. He owned he did not Giflike the idea off 
tax, but he could not adopt the reaſon uſed hy his correhy 
dent. The reaſon why he liked it was, that it was tl 
paid not by a dead man, but by a live man, and he iru 
the live man would pay it, whether it ſhould be, if atd 
time hereafter adopted, with perfect good humour and gt 
will. 

After ſtating his reaſons, why he did not at preſent: 
tempt to reduce the tax he had hinted at, into a pradic 
ſhape, his Lordſhip declared, that the- tax on legacy 
ceipts, would be eaſily collected by the ſame perſons! 
collected the other ſtamp duties on letters of adminiſtrat 
&c. and that he took the produce at 21,0001, 

The laſt object of his tax was an annual licence 0 
taken out by all dealers in tea; an idea which he ha 
contemplation laſt year, The price of the licence wan 


be five ſhillings each, the produce of which woul i” kee 
_ $0821, 
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a His taxes altogether would ſtand thus: 4. 
lat, at 6d. per buſhel — — 310,000 
Lon wines, at 1d. per gallon — - 20,617 
| Wpirits, at 3d. ditto n 6 ; 349557 
andy, at 15. per gallon - - 35,310 
cem, at 18. ditto - - 70,958 
MW orciga Wines—Portugal, 41. per ton; French, gl. 


per ton bs _ 7 2,000 


4 oals exported, 45. per Newcaſtle chaldron 12,899 
oF ive per cent. on the above duties - 40,193 
a, at 10d. per buſhel - - 69,000 
Stamps on advertiſements and legacy receipts 21,000 
Tea licence, at 58. each - - 9,082 


| £.701,616 
The total amount his Lordſhip remarked, would ſomewhat 
xceed the money wanted to pay the intereſt of the loan, 
Jut then there muſt neceſſarily be ſome allowance for con- 
ingencies, He remarked further, that the collection of 
|| theſe taxes, would not occaſion the appointment of an 
ditional officer, or coft the public any thing. He gave 
tice, that he intended very ſoon to propoſe ſome mode of 
ndering the former taxes, which had turned out deficient, 
ficiently productive to anſwer the amounts for which they 
d been given, and accounted why they had failed in their 
roduce, He alſo congratulated the committee on the com- 
table proſpe& for the next year, aſſuring them that there 
i, to his knowledge, various ſubjects of efficient taxation 
et open to the public as reſources, and which he had this 
ar forborn to touch upon, for certain reaſons, He men- 
oned allſo the 200, oool. of public monies which would 
Il 11 next year, and ſpoke of the Eaſt India company as 
other field of expectation, declaring that the three con- 
ered together, would be more than adequate to any pro- 
able neceſſity of the public. His Lordſhip concluded with 
oving his firſt propoſition, | 


propoſed method of making an allowance to the brewer, 
ewing that it was open to great fraud, eſpecially in the 
lowance upon ſmall beer; and concluded with ſaying 
at he waved oppoſing the taxes, but ſhould in a few days 
Ke a motion reſpecting America. 


ie more taxes were yoted, l 
Vor. XVII, LS Sir 


Mr, Eyng (aid the petitions ought to be complied with be- Mr. Byng, 
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Mr. Hartley attacked Lord North ſeverely, and arraigned Ms. Ney. 
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Sir George Sir George Jonge moved “é that the chairman do leave the Ti 
Yonge. chair, and report a progreſs to the Houle, | 3 
Lord Serge Lord George Gordon inſiſted on dividing the committee Nu 
Corden. againſt the taxes. He was earneſtly perſuaded not to do{y, doro 

by Colonel Barre and others ; Lord George Gordon howeyg * 

kept reſolute, and effected his purpoſe. 101 

Ayes — 9. Noes 135. uch 

The ſecond reſolution was then read, and he divided the * 

committee a ſecond time with equal ill- ſucceſs. wy 

Art length all the reſolutions were read and carried. ** 

March 16. he pf 

The comptroller of the navy was called to the bar, at 

| conſequence of the order of the Houſe. Lord Howe alike wh 
| him why the order of the Houle, for producing an accouWon, 
| of the number of officers and ſeamen imployed in the es 
| preſs ſervice, with the number of men raiſed thereby, di bract 
| tinguiſhing the volunteers from the impreſſed men, 2 N 
| aſcertaining the expence, with the parts or places where H eatl. 
| were employed, could not be complied with in leſ thai. ee 
| three months? The comprroller anſwered, that the vote x 
tecrs and impreſſed men were included in the fame account... 
| and it would be a very tedious and difficult buſineſs to ſepa al-; 
| rate and proportion the expence. The officers had not: nquir 
lent in their accounts; and it would take about that tine the 

before they could be compleated. The noble Lord alke win 

him if an account could not be made out in leſs time, it Were 

expence was not to be diſtinguiſhed and appropriated: y zoents 

anſwered in the affirmative ; and having withdrawn, Th. 

noble Lord moved to diſcharge the former order, and mair.c:; 

a new motion, tending to the fame end, but avoiding Meents 

difficulty which would occaſion the delay. ation 

The Houſe then went into the order of the day for hea fnce, 

ing witnelies on a complaiat of the honourable Temp þ 

Luttrell of corrupt practices in the borough of Melbouſhnatter 

Port, committed by Lord North, firſt Lord of the trealur Wh... 


or by agents acting in his name, tending to influence tl 


| next general clection. The honourable gentleman move. ..1 o 
| that Samuel Daniel be called to the bar, the firſt queſtie 
put to the witneſs, was, whether he knew of any ett 
or note, purporting to be the note, or letter, of Lo 
North, addreiled to Mr, Medlicot, approving of certa 
negociations for the purchaſe of property and intereſt 
that borough by Maurice Lloyd?“ This queſtion he 3 


ſwered in the negative, He faid, that he ſaw a memord tere, 
du 
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zum made up at Yeovil, between Mr. Lloyd and Mr. 
Walters, for the purchaſe of the latter's property in the 
borougn; but he did not recollect that it included any 
agreement for the purchaſe of borough intereſt, When 
this queſtion was aſked, the Attorney General obje&ed to 
ſuch a mode of examination. It was a leading queſtion, 
and tended to inform the witneſs of the anſwer that was 
wiſhed for. This was not the rule of examination, and 
would not be admitted 1nto the courts below ; nor would it 
he proper to go into a tedious inquiry into the mal- practices 
that had been committed in the borough of Melbourn Port, 
rithout firſt moving, that the — 2 in the blue rib- 
hon, the perſon accuſed, was privy to theſe practices. The 
zgency muſt be eſtabliſhed before thej proof of the mal- 
practices was attempted. 

Mr. Luttrell begged leave to diſagree with the honourable Mr, Lurere?; 
rentleman in this reſpect. That might be the practice of 
the courts below, but it was not, nor could be common ſenſe, 
He was ſo far a judge of the Engliſh language, though he 
as not of law, as to know that he muſt firſt prove that 
al- practices had been committed before he proceeded to 
Inquire who were the perpetrators. This was the tendency 
of the charge alſo; for it complained of corrupt practices 
having been committed, in the firſt inſtance, and then 
Rated them to have been committed by Lord North, or 
poents acting in his name. 

The Solicitor General ſaid, that a paper writing had been The Slice 
mentioned, but the Houſe could not enquire into the con- G. 
ents of that paper, and aſſume them as matter of crimi- 
ation, unleſs the noble Lord was proved, in the firſt in- 
lance, to be privy to 1t, 

Mr. Rous ſcouted this doctrine as incompatible with the Mr. Ress. 
matter in hand, True, it was the practice in contracts 
etween man and man; but in caſes of treaſon, and miſ- 
emeanor, the crime was proved to exiſt, and afterwards 
ed on the actor. 

The Lord Advocate obſerved, that unleſs it was firſt ap- The Lord 
ved, that the men ſaid to be the agents of Lord North, Avccate. 
ere proved to be ſo in the legal meaning of the word, no 
53 could be brought home againſt the noble Lord. 

r. Coventry condemned this ſhuffling and cutting. A Mr. Coven- 
nan of the law, he ſaid, was riſing here, and another 9. 
re, and introducing all the quibbles and quirks of Weſt- 
Yy 2 minſter 


348 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1780 
minſter Hall, to defeat the proceſs of juſtice and ſoy; 
inquiry. ; ; 

After ſome debate of this nature, in which Mr, Lyuttre 


ſaid that he had not pledged himſelf to prove, that the noble A, 
Lord in perſon, or by agents confeſſedly acting under lis Q. 
authority, had committed corrupt practices, but that the paid 
noble Lord had, by agents who pretended to act under hin, Com! 
been guilty of thole things, This he had promiſed, and he WMhourr 
would fulfil it, A. 

Q. 


The Authentic Minutes on the complaint againſt Lord Nerth 
relative to Milbourn Port, 


Mr. Samuel Daniel. 


Q. Do you know of any note, or letter, in the name of 
Lord North, addreſſed to Mr. Thomas Medlycot, ſignify. 
ing, directly or indirectly, that his Lordſhip approved of x 
treaty for the borough of Milbourn Port, between the faid 
Mr. Medlycot and Maurice Lloyd, Etquire ? 

A. I know of no ſuch note, or letter, 

Q. Do you know of any written contract executed it 
Yeovil between Thomas Medlycor, Eiq. and Maurice 
Lloyd, Eſq. touching the borough intereſt at Milboura 

ort. 

A. I never ſaw one—I never ſaw any contract between 
Mr. Lloyd and Mr, Medlycot executed at Yeovil. 

Q: Do you know, or have ſeen, any ſuch contract? 

A. I remember a memorandum drawn up at Yeovil, 
relating to the purchaſe of Mr. Walter's property in tht 
town of Milbourn Port. 

Q. Did that memorandum contain nothing relative to 
the ſale and purchaſe of the borough intereſt ? | /[itharew, 
[ Callcd in again. 

Q. Did that memorandum relate to any other matters 
beſides the ſale of Mr. Walter's eftate * [Queſtion waved, 

Q. Do you know where that writing is? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Who was in poſſeſſion of that memorandum when 
you ſaw 1t ? 

A. I had it in my own hands? 

To whom did you deliver it? 
A. I delivered it into Lord North's hands. 
Q. Have you here any copy of that memorandum ? 


A. No. 
4 Q. When 
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Q, When did you deliver it to Lord North ? 
A. A long time ago; can't ſay exactly when. 

Was it a year ago, or about what time? 
A. Above a 8 ago, I think. 
Q. Do you know of any ſum of money ſtipulated to be 
paid after the next general election by Mr, Lloyd or Mr. 
Combes, or others, in caſe Medlycot's intereſt at Mil- 
bourn Port ſhould prove unſucceſsful ? 

A. I don't know of any. 

Q. Do you know of 3ool. received by Mr, Hallet, of 
Milbourn . in the courſe of the bargaining for Mr. 
alter's property or intereſt at Milbourn Port ? 

No, 
Q. Do you know of any written agreement between 
laurice Lloyd, Eſq. and others, for the purchaſe and fale 
the borough intereſt at the next election, on which the 
ume of Lord North was made uſe of? 
A, I don't recolle& any ſuch thing. 
Q. For what purpoſe did you put that paper into Lord 
orth's hands ? 
A. To read. 
Q, Did you leave it in Lord North's hands? 
A. Lord North returned it. Can't ſay whether Lord 
orth read it or not. 
Q. How long had Lord North it in his poſſeſſion? 
A. A minute or two. 
. Who was preſent at that time? 
A. 1 think Mr. Lloyd; nobody elſe that I recollect. 
Q. Where was this ? 
A. At Lord North's houſe in Downing-ftreet, 
E What became of the paper when you got it back 
Wa un: 


took it home, and put it in my pocket, and left his 
ſhip, 

Have you the paper now in your cuſtody? 

A, No, I believe I delivered it to Mr, Medlycot, but it's 
long ago, I can't recollect. 


Have you ſeen it fince you delivered it to Mr, 
dlycot 2 


„ don't recollect TI have. 
Why did you deliver it to Lord North? 
i, Mr, Mcdlycot deſired it; 1 had no particular reaſon 


It, 
Q. Did 


| 

þ 
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Q. Did Lord North direct you what to do with it whe 


he returned it? | 

A. Lord North did not ſay a ſyllable about it. 

Q: Are you in habits of iccing Lord North in Downing. 
freer ? ; 
the oe 

Q. Did you come to town on purpoſe of ſhewing thy 
paper to Lord North ? 


A. No. I 
Q. How came you to go to Lord North's that day; ſon, 
A. Mr. Medlycot deſired me. prof 
Q. Did you go with Mr. Lloyd to Lord Nortlis, rue 
meet him there? * 
A. If I recollect, Mr. Lloyd introduced me to Lon 4 
North. Q 
Q. Did you underſtand that Mr. Lloyd had preyiouly um 
appointed to introduce you to Lord North ? by 
A. I applied to Mr. Lloyd to introduce me to LH A 


North. 
Q. Was it for the purpoſe of delivering that paper t 
Lord North? 
A. I applied to Mr, Lloyd for that purpoſe, at Mr, Met- 
lycat's requeſt, s 


Q. Are you of any profeſſion? Q. 
A. I am in trade—Grocer, and do ſomething in e © 
banking buſineſs. erned 
Q. Do you ulually do buſineſs for Mr. Medlycot ? burn 
A. wes. " 
Q: When you ſaw the memorandum, was it ſigned by vl Q. 
body, or by whom? ule a 
A. It was ſigned by Mr. Medlycot, but nobody elſe. ards : 
Q. When you ſaw the paper ſigned, was Mr, Med A. | 
preſent - Q. ] 
A. Mr. Medlycot ſigned it, and I believe Mr. Lloys Miller, 
preſent. A. I 
Q: What were the contents of the paper? | 
A. It related to the purchaſe of Mr. Walter's propert] 
the borough. 2 U 
Q. By whom? | s : Fe. 
A. By Mr. Lioyd. Don't recolle& it contained 4? 4 


thing elle. Mr. Lloyd abſolutely refuſed to fign it. 


Oo 


Q. What reaſon did Mr. Lloyd give for refuſing to! 
It ? - 
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A. Don't recollect he aſſigned any reaſon. 

Q. Did Mr. Lloyd fign it afterwards ? 

A. I never ſaw him fign it afterwards. 

Do you know whether the agreement was ever executs 

ed, and by whom? 

A, I don't know that it was ever carried into an agree- 
ment. LMithdreio. 

Mr. John Daniel. 


Q. Do you know of any letter, or note, purporting to 
be from Lord North to Mr, Medlycot, or any other per- 
ſon, ſignifying, directly or in directly, his Lordſhip's ap- 
probation of the treaty between Maurice Lloyd, Eſq. and 
Thomas Medly cot, for certain property or intereſt in the 
borough of Milbourn Port? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q. Do you know of any written contract, or memoran- 
um, relative to purchaſc, in the borough of Milbourn Port, 
by Maurice Lloyd? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q Do you know of any ſum of money agreed to be 
ad by Mr, Combes, or any other perſon, after the next 
general election, in caſe Mr. Nedlycor's intereſt ſhould ſuc- 
ted at Milbourn Port? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Did you ever know the name of Lord North made 
ſe of by Mr. Lloyd, or Mr. Medlycot, as being con- 
erned, directly or indirectly, in the ſaid purchaſe at Mil- 
ourn Port ? 

A, No. 

Q. Do you know of a memorandum relating to a pur- 
= at Milbourne Port, about twelve months ago, or up- 
ards 3 
A. I do not. 

Q. Do you know of the ſum of zool. paid to a Mr. 
allet, of Milbourn Port? 
A. I was not privy to any ſuch agreement. {[ithdrew. 


Ar. Robert Bryan, Attorney. 
C. Do you knew of a conveyance of property, about 
ebruary, 1779, at Milbourn Port, made by Edward Wal- 
„ Eiq. at Stalbridge, to Maurice Lloyd, of Dillington, 
the county of Somerſet? 
A. It was in the month of February, 1779; I was em- 


yed by Mr. Lloyd, as an attorney, to traniact ſome buſi- 
Di neſs 
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neſs between him and Mr. Walter. In the courſe of that hug. 
neſs, a great deal came to my knowledge. However incline 
I might be to diſcloſe that, I think myſelf not at liberty iu 
do it, and therefore I ſubmit myſelf to the candour of tte 
Houſe, I know nothing ſince February, 1779, except i 
the character of an attorney. [ Mild. 

| Cal ed in again.] 
5 Q. Are you one of the capital bailiffs of Milboun 

ort ? | 

A. I apprehend I am—appointed by Mr. Walter, 

Q. Was you acquainted with Mr. Walter, ſo as to ex. 
pect ſuch an appointment without the recommendation of: 
friend or client of yours? 

A. I was not. 

Q. By whom was you recommended to Mr. Walter? 

A. I apprehend by Mr. Medlycot. 

Q. Have you nominated a deputy ? 

A. Yes. Co] 

Q: Whether, or whether not, that deputy be joint n. 
turning officer for the borough of Milbourne Port, in at 
of an election, within twelve months after his appoitt 
ment ? 

A. I apprehend he would, I appointed my deputy abort 
Michaelmas, and apprehend he and another would be th 
joint returning officers if an election was to happen willi 
twelve months. - 

Q. In certain conveyances made by Mr. Walter to Mz, 
Lloyd, whether there be not certain intereſts, (ſtiled incor 
poral intereſts) which are ſaid to give a right of voting 
Milbourn Port ? 

A. I beg leave to refer to the conveyance itſelf. 

Q. Do you know of any contract for the borough « ght 
Milbourn Port ? 

A. I could wiſh that the word contract might be «.- nl: 


plained. 'Q 1 
Do you know of any contract for returning meme A 

for the borough of Milbourn Port? nat 
A. I do not. Q A 


Q. Did you, or did you not, voluntarily, and withdl 1 
any confidence required on Mr. Luttrell's part from the ou 
ture of your communication, produce to Mr. Luttrel! ve W 
you ſtated to be the copy of ſuch contract? : 

A. I produced a copy of a paper which I do not unc 
ſtand to be a contract, it not being ſigned by any 15 


which was the contract that the queſtion I underſtood alluded 

to, I likewiſe produced—| Interrupted, | [ Withdrew, 
Called in again.] 

[ likewiſe produced, at the ſame time, to the honourable 

bentleman, a copy of another paper which appeared to me 

to be a contract made in February, 1774, for a ſeat in Par- 

fament, for the borough of Milbourn Port, for the honor- 

able gentleman himſelf 3 which contract appeared to be ſign- 

| by the honourable gentleman : the original of which con - 

tn I have now in my hand. : 

Q. How do you know either of theſe papers to be copies 

ff the original papers? 

A. The copies I produced to the honourable gentleman, 

tranſeribed from the copies themſelves. 

Q. Where was the original paper which you conceived 

jot to be a contract, becauſe it was not ſigned. 

A. The paper was in the hands of Mr, Lloyd at the time 

copied it, 

0. When and where did you copy it? 

A. I copied them both, laſt Tueſday, in Mr. Lloyd's 

ouſe, 

Q. Do you know the hand writing of either of thoſe 

dntrafts ? 


"Wl 4. 1 believe the hand writing of the firſt paper to be 
1 Wi". John Hyde's, but I never ſaw him write? 


Q. Do you know the hand writing of the ſecond, 

A. The ſecond -appeared to me to be written in two dif- 
rent hands, | 

Q. ry what purpoſe did you produce theſe papers to Mr. 
uttrell ? | 

A. I produced both theſe papers to Mr, Luttrell, that he 
ight ſee how liable he was to be accuſed on clear grounds 
an offence with which he was charging the noble Lord in the 
ve ribbon, upon little or no grounds as it appeared to me. 
Q Are you, or are you not employed as attorney by Mr. 
yd, who is the perſon accuſed by Mr. Luttrell in this 
anſation 2 | [ Dueſtion objebied to. 
Q. Are you or are you not employed as Mr. Lloyd's 
orney ? when you threw yourſelf on the protectich of 
Houſe as an attorney, for whom did you mean? 
A. I meant Mr. Lloyd in the buſineſs. . 

* Whether or not when you came to Mr. Luttrell's 
le, and produced the papers, his obſervation was or was 
to this purpoſe ? | 
or. XVII, Z 2 cc That 
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<< That I was reſolved to do my duty on that occafigg, 
that whatever charge might be invented or authenticat, 
againſt me, would not obſtruct me in that duty, as tot}; 
paper he had produced concerning a former election, an 
preſuming I was therein involved, that paper I would male 
a preſent of myſelf, if he pleaſed, to whoever ſhould accey 

. of it, and I wiſhed the minifterial lawyers to make the ny 
of it they could.“ | * 
A. I wiſh to report what I remember the honounbt 
member ſaid on that occaſion, 

He faid, he did not know ſuch a  poper exiſted, but if l 
had, he ſhould have called for it. He faid, as he ſays not 
that he would do his duty in Parliament, as his election hy 
undergone an examination in a committee. He apprehendd 
this paper could not now affect him. I don't remember th; 
Mr. Luttrell then made uſe of the words he has now, of 


. againſt him, nor do I remember he ſil 
any ching about the crown lawyers. | 


Q: Whether any ou produced to Mr. Luttrell m 
figned by him ? Sr AT # 

A. Not the papers I produced to Mr, Luttrell. 

Q. Did you then ſay you had any original paper in you 
poſſeſſion, or pretend to have any original papers in you 
poſſeſſion that would affect Mr. Luttrell ? | 

A. I did not directly ſay ſo, nor did he underſtand it ute 
any body elſe, but from the note at the bottom of the paper 
The honourable gentleman read the paper, and at the bot 
was written, A true copy, examined with the original | 
me R. Bryant.“ From whence I concluded he knew it, 
Produces another paper, a copy of a draft in Hyde's ha 
writing examined therewith by me R. Bryant. 

Q. How did you know the papers from whence you t 
cribed.the copies to be originals ? T7 ESR i] thery 

A. As to the firſt, I did not underſtand it to be an ogg . 
nal paper, but only a draft of a paper, there being no 07 
to it. I believe the letter to be an original paper, bei 
the names T. H. Medlycot, Temple S. Luttrell are fublc 
bed thereto, and appeared to me to be authentic. | 
Q. Did youknow Mr. Luttrell's hand writing, when 
certified that ta be authentic. | 711 1 4 

A. I never ſaw Mr. Luttrell write, nor have any opp* 
nity of knowing his hand writing, otherwiſe than by 2 # 
which. I received from him, requiring me to produce al 
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pers in my poſſeſſion, which letter I received at the time I re- 
ceived the order of the Houſe to attend. | 

Q. Was the letter you received from Mr. Lutttell, ſigned 
Temple S. Luttrel! ? * 

A. The letter does not appear to be ſigned Temple 8. Lut- 
nell, there is a ſtriking ſimilitude of hand writing... . . 
Q. Have you ever ſeen the hand writing of John Hyde? 
A. I never ſaw him write, nor ever ſaw any other of his 
hand writing, unleſs this paper be of his hand writing, which 
[ was informed it was. | 
Q. From whom did you receive the paper, you ſuppoſe to 
x Mr. Hyde's hand writing? | 
A. I aw it in Mr. Lloyd's poſſeſſion, and copied it from 
hence, £ 
Q. Does the paper, which is not figned, appear to be an 
preement between Mr, Medlycot, Mr. Lloyd, and Lord 
North ? 

A, Certainly not. |  - 

Q. How long have you been in town ? 

A, I came to town laſt Monday in the afternoon, in obe- 
lence to order. | 

Q, Have you had directly or indireAly, by writing or 
dtherwiſe, any communication with Lord North, fince this 
matter has been depending a month or two months paſt ? _ 

A, I haye not, 

Q. Whether or not that paper makes uſe of Lord North's 
ame, to have the nomination of a member or members, at 


de next general election? [ Sr to. 
| Q: Does that paper relate to the next general election at 
ilborne Port? | [ Queftign ob jected to, 


. Whether Lord North had at any time any converſa- 
lon, or communication by ſpeech, writing, meſſage, or 
ttherwiſe, with Mr. Bryant, touching the election of members 
or Milborne Port in the next Parliament ? | 13 

A. Lord North never had at any time directly or indirect- 
„ any converſation or communication with me, by mei- 
age, writing, or otherwiſe, tou fing the election for mem- 
ers at Milborne Port at the next general election. 

Did you ever hear that Lord North was patty fo any 
greement for the procuring a ſeat in Parliament for Milborne 
ort at the next election? A r 
I never did hear that Lord North was to any 
Feement for procuring a ſeat of a member for Milborne 
at, at the next election. : 

2 2 2 Q: Is 
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Q. Is Lord North's name mentioned in that paper ? 
[ Nuęſtion objected to- it hdr 
[Called in again.] 

2 Have you the paper you ſhewed to Mr. Luttrell? 
A. Yes. 
| — As what did you ptoduce it to Mr. Luttrell, Oy 
what retence . 

A: I produced it to Mr. Luttrell, that he might ſee hoy 
liable he was to an accuſation capable of proof, of an offence 
with which he was charging the noble Lord, on little or og 
grounds, as it appeared to me. 

Q. For what purpoſe did you produce the paper ſigned? 

A. I produced both with the ſame intention to Mr. Tun 
one as a complete charge againſt Mr. Luttrell ; the other, y 
ſhew how weak his evidence was againſt the noble Lord. 

Q. Did you then — to Mr, Luttrell, what uſe wg 
to be made uf theſe papers ? 

A. I did not, I let Mr, Luttrell draw that concluſia 
himſelf, 

Q. Did you produce the paper unſi zned, to ſhew Mr, Lu. 
trell how incomplete his proof might de in ſupport of hj 
charge ? 

4 1 did, ſo far as Mr. Luttrell's proofs aroſe from the p 


= 9 


The paper was deſired to be brought up. 
This objected to. [Withdrea 
Called in again, and told by Mr. Speaker he is not to len 
the Houſe, nor part with the papers talked of; and tben k 


withdrew, 
Mr. John Hyde. 

Q. Did you ever ſee à letter or note, purporting to! 
from Lord North to Mr. Medlycot, and relating to a tr 
between Mr. Medlycot and Mr, Lloyd? _. 

A. Tes. 

Q. Can you tell the contents of that note? 

* | [Queſtion objefted to--» Withir 
[Called in again, , 

Q. Did you ever read that note or etter? 

A. Les. 

2 Once, or more than once ? 

A. Two or three times. 2 10 

— Where is that note or letter? 

A. I don't know; it was produced by Mr, 8. Daniel, 
Yeovil, at Mr. Medlycot's houſe, 


; Q. 17% 
3 
, 
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Q. What are the contents of the letter ? 
[ Queſtion objected to. - Mithareiu. 
[Called in again. | 

] beg leave to mention one thing before I am examined; 
| know nothing of any tranſaction but what I was immediate- 
y concerned in myſelf; and beg to know whether that may 
tend to convict myſelf, | 

Q. In whoſe hands did you ſee the note or letter? 

A. In Mr. Samuel Daniel's. 

Both witneſſes called in again- Mr. Hyde directed to go 
on- Minutes again read. | 
Mr. Hyde---It was thus---<< Lord North preſents his 
ampliments to Mr. Medlycot, and has no objection to his 
rating with Mr, Lloyd.” ---I believe that is as near the con- 
nts as may be. 
Q. Now, Daniel, had * any ſuch letter in your hands? 
A, | think I had, but I believe the word “ treating“ was 
ot in it. It was, „Lord North's compliments to Mr. 
edlycot; be has no objection to Mr. Lloyd.” 
Q. [To Daniel] Is the note in your poſſeſſion? 
A. Not at preſent. : 
Q. To whom did you deliver it ? 
A. I think, to the beſt of my recollection, Mr. Lloyd had 


Q When did you deliver it to Mr, Lloyd? 
A. On my honour, I can't tell. 
When did you part with it? How long ſince ? 
A, About a year ago, or more. 
{Daniel's evidence on this ſubje& read to him--- Daniel 
ithdrew. ] ¶ Hyde remained at the bar.] * 
Q. Was any thing done, in conſequence of that note, 
Mr. Medlycot ? 9 
A. Ves. 
Q. What? 
A. A meeting was held at Mr. John Daniel's houſe, where 
Ir. Lloyd was, Mr. Medlycot, two Mr. Daniels, and myſelf. 
conſequence of which meeting, an agreement was entered 
to between Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Medlycot, a copy of which 
reement is here Praceeds to read it. 
* — between Mr. Medlycot of Milborne Port, in 
county of Somerſet, and Mr. Lloyd of Dillington, in the 
county, made 
Q. What is that? 5 f 
A. The rough draft, 
Q. Is it ſigned ? 


A. No. 


_ — — — — — ſ— — — — ——— 
* — — ; 
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duction, and the ſaid Mr. Medlycot is to give Mr, Ly 


nf after the expiration of the fourteen days [qui 
ſſeſſion o | 1 
lodge proper ſecurity in the hands af the ſaid Meſſrs. L 
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A. No. : 

Q. Whoſe writing is it ? 

A. Mine, great part; and the greateſt part of the inter. 
neations Mr. Lloyd's. 

Q. Was the original ever executed? 

A. I can't ſay it was. 


Q. Did you ever underſtand from the parties, or either of i" 
them, that the original was executed? * [Withdraw Li 
- . . | Called in---reads.] M 


A memorandum between Mr. Medlycot, of Milbony 
Port, and Mr, Lloyd, made for the defraying the neceſar 
expences ſo far as hereafter-mentioned ſums may extend 
which may ariſe in procuring a ſeat 1n parliament for the hy. 
rough of Milborne Port, in the ſaid county, for either th 
ſaid Mr. Lloyd, or ſuch other gentleman as Lord Not 
Mr. Medlycot, or Mr. Lloyd, ſhall mutually appror. 


The ſaid Mr. Lloyd agrees to depoſit. in the hands of Meſſn 
J. and S. Daniel, bankers, in Yeovil, the ſum of 1 5ool, fa 4 
the purpoſe 3 Mr. Walter's intereſt in the fu bai! 
borough of Milborne Port, for and on account, and for te ( 
ſole uſe and riſque of Mr. Medlycot, on the ſaid Mr. Li“ 
receiving eight days notice from the ſaid Meſſrs. Daniel, . 5 

the ſame, and receiving the proper ſecurity, ſuch as N 
ſaid Mr. Lloyd ſhall approve of before he advances the ſu ih 
aforeſaid, and the ſaid Mr. Lloyd is to receive of the ſaid Mie; 
Medlycot, after the rate of gl. per cent, per annum from tit & 


time of the depoſit of the ſaid 15001. until ſuch time asth 
faid Mr. Lloyd, or the approved friend ſhall have been ſa. © 
ed peaceably fourteen days, and in caſe the faid Mr. Ly 
or his friend ſhall not be returned, or have a ſeat, then 
ſaid ſum of 15col. to be returned to him, again, without d 
proper grip ſuch as Mr, Lloyd ſhall approve, for the 
payment of the ſaid ſum of 15001. and the ſaid Mr. Lb 
agrees to pay Mr. Medlycot the further ſum of 15% 


his ſeat in Parliament, ard in the mean time 


or the payment of the ſame, in the name of the real candi 


to be made known to the ſaid Mr. Medlycot, and to malt we. 
appearance fix months prior to the ſaid election, if * | 

J. B. The above agreement to be nulled and void 1 
the above purchaſe of Mr, Walter's intereſt in the faid 
rough is made, 


6 


« Mr. Medlycot further agrees, that in caſe Mr. Lut- 
trell does not contribute the like ſum, as his ſhare towards 
the expence of bringing him into Parliament, which requeſt 
ſhall be immediately made, after the fi2ning this agreement, 
then Mr, Medlycot will give Lord North the option of re- 
commending to him another gentleman in the room of Mr. 
Lloyd; Mr. Medlycot further agrees to give Lord North 
the recommendation of another gentleman, provided Mr. 
Luttrell is not a candidate on Mr, Medlycot's intereſt, 
Mr. Medlycot is to come to the knowledge of Mr. Luttrell's 
intentions reſpecting the ſame with all-convenient ſpeed, and 


9, 


"Hz: ſoon after this agreement is completed by Mr. Lloyd as 
d poſſible. Mr. Lloyd undertakesto uſe his endeavours to pur- 
caſe Mr. Walter's intereſt in the borough, if the ſame does 
1, WI "ot exceed 1.5001. for the uſe and purpoſes aforeſaid ; and Mr. 

Medlycot agrees to take the ſaid purchaſe, provided it does 


not exceed that ſum.” : 
Q. What was meant by Mr. Walter's intereſt ? 
&, Fogarty and houſes, bonds, notes and five capital 
aliffs. | 
Q. Does he think or believe that Mr. Walter was directly 
or indirectly privy to this agreement? f 
A. Within theſe ten days I have heard Mr. Walter ſay, 
at he would ſooner have given away his property then, than 
t ſhould get in the hands it is now in ; he looked upon it as 
the greateſt he ever met with in all his life, 


: Q Do you know that a Mr. Hallet, of Milborne Port, 

; oF<<<ived a conſiderable ſum of money, 3ool. or thereabouts, 

u carry this buſineſs into effect, with his maſter Mr. 
alter ? 


A. I did not ſee him receive the money, Mr. Daniel can 
dye the whole account of that tranſaction; I made the agree- 
nent with Mr. Hallet, and therefore don't wiſh to ſpeak 
pgaintt myſelf, 1 
Q. At what time of the year did you make that memo- 
dum: | IL 
A. The beginningof February, 1779. | 
Q. 9 — as. 97 ct . 9 8 reaſon to believe 
hat that agreement, or any part of it, was carried into effect ? 
A. * reſpect to Mr. Walter's property it was I am po- 
tive of it. , 
Was you at any time offered a place, or a ſum of mo- 
ey, if you would prevail on Mr. Medlycot to give up Mr. 
atrell, and not ſupport him as a candidate? a le. 
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A. Mr. Lloyd offered me a note of 5eol. if I would pr. 
vail on Mr. Nellycot to relinquiſh Mr, Luttrell. m1 
Q. Did he ſay . thing of a place or public employ nei: Wl 
A. He mention a place of 1001. per annum. . 
Q: Did you ever hear Mr. Lloyd, or any other perſy | 
declare, "that. ord North's principal object was to ger M. nif 
Luttrell out of Parliament. Mr 
A. Mr. Lloyd at the fame time told me, as Lord Nor , 
had determined to oppoſe Mr. Luttrell, go wherever k dre, 
would. ( 
Q. Was it ever expreſſed, or onderſtood in the dork 5 
that the nomination was to be in fact Lord North's, not Mr ( 
Lloyd's ; and have you heard Mr. Medlycot declare, tha 
he little confidered Mr. Lloyd, or words to that cffes, that 

Lord North was his man ? derne o _ 
ion bee 1 — ther, 

[ Called Soon 1; 

Q. Whether the part of that paper, not ritten by Mr, 
Lloyd himſelf, but written by him, the wirneſß, was with the 
approbation or privity of Mr. Medlycot? 

A. The whole was with the privity of Mr. Mediyer; he 
was preſent in the room all the tine. 

Q. Did you mean to have it 3 that no ſu 
agreement was carried into effect, or rather you meant to (xy, 
that you could not, poſitive to your knowledge, declare that 
it had been executed ? 

A. T meant to ſay, that I could not take upon me to 6 
that the agreement was ſigned by the contracting parties, i 
was a-late hour of the night, and we had put about the by: 
tle pretty briſkly. 

Q. Do you mean, when that rough draft was taken ora 
WP uent day? 

A. "On — very day, that the rough draft was tate, ah 
I believe it was executed about one o'clock i in the mortiog,R 
it was executed at all. 

Q. Can you inform the Houſe of Mr. Hutchins ; deck 

Rok to you of his having been in London on à viſit to Mr, 
E obs, the Secretary of the Tre on this wut 


— | [ Queſtion di n. ba 
[Called i in again.. 
Q. 18 preſent, whea that — was ann 
and the bufineſs ſettled ? 1 | 
TIE * oy rihog 1M. 576 1909 it or WI 


? 
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A. Mr. Medlycot, Mr. Lloyd, the two Mr; Daniels and 
myſelf, h 
Q. Was Mr: George Hutchins there ? 
A. No. | 24h, 
Q. Do you know of any eontractor engagement for indem- 
cation entered into by Mr. George Hutchins, or in which 
ur. George Hutchins was a party? 

A, Mr. Bryan can better inform you of this—I never 
drew any myſelf. 

Q. Have you ſeen any? 

A. I can't ſay I ever read it; 

Q. Do you know of a draft for 3000l; or ſome ſuch ſum 
to be paid eventually on the ſucceſs of Mr. Lloyd's negocia- 
tion ? | 

A; I did ſee a note of hand for that ſum ſigned with the 
ume of an honourable member of this Houſe. 

Q. What was the condition of that note ? 

A. I can't recollect. - 

Q. By whom was it ſigned ? 

A. By Mr. Coombe; : ; | 

Q Did you ever ſee Mr. Coombe's hand writing? 


e . 

A. I can't ſay I ever ſaw him write. 
Do you know of any part of this tranſaction in which 
5. Ceorge Hutchins was a party? 


A. Nothing more than I have heard him fay. _ 

N. 41 you know to whoſe order Mr, Coombe's note was 
ayable 

A. I can't ſay. 

C. Do pay not know of any indemnifying engagement en- 
red into by Mr, George Hutchins in favour of Mr. Lloyd, 
caſe the treaty for the borough of Milborne Port ſhould 
ot ſucceed ? - | | 
A. I was in the room when Mr. Bryan was ordered to 
aw ſuch a note by the parties; I can't ſay that I read it. 

Q Was it an indemnification for any ſpecific ſum of mo- 
„ and what? . 

A. IJ underſtood it to be ſuch, +1 8 
What ſum:; A οπ 
A. Six thouſand pounds. 1 
Did Mr. Hutchins declare that he had given up Mr, 
rell, at Mr. Robinſon's houſe in London? 

* ie DASION ad. ueſtion objecked to "WW. 
3 2 „ ed 263 ba. 
Q Did you ever meet at Mr. Medlycot's, or was in com- 
for the purpoſe of hearing any declaration reſpecting 
Vor. XVII. Aaa this 


* * 
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this treaty for the ſeat at Milborne Port on Mr. Hutching, 
return from London ? [ Bueſtion objefied to- --WWitharey, 
And it being near one o'clock in the morning, further hez. 
Ting was adjourned, 
March 17. 


Kr. Leather, Mr. Luther preſented a petition from the clergy, gentle. 
men, and freeholders, of the county of Eſſex, fimilar to thy 
received from Vork; ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Crowe. Mr, Crewe brought in a bill for the better ſecuring the 
freedom of election, by preventing certain placemen fron 
voting for members of Parliament, and moved that it ſhoul 
be read for the firſt time. 

Mr. Harru. Mr. Harris faid, he thought he ſhould not do his duty, i 
he did not object to this bill, even on its firſt reading, ai 
went, in his opinion, to deſtroy the rights of the electon d 
Great Britain. So long ago as twenty years, he was appli Mitra 
to for the purpoſe of bringing in ſuch a bill, but he decline 
it; for he really thought it of a moſt. arbitrary and deſpo 
tic tendency ; and as he thought ſo ſtill, he ſhould certauj 
give it every means of oppoſition in his power. 

vir Philip Sir Philip Jennings Clerke ſaid, it did not in the leaft fn: 
Ze.“ priſe him, that the honourable gentleman ſhould take a h: 
lution of oppoſing the bill brought in, as the - borough he - 
preſented was entirely voted away by exciſe office and pla 


men, and no others. b Q 
The bill was then read, and ordered for a ſecond hire 
on the 21ſt. A. 


Mr, Harti. Mr. Hartley intimated to the Houſe an intention of tu 
bling it very ſoon with a motion reſpecting America. 
ſhould not, he ſaid, move for declaring her independent 
of this country; he truſted he was not thought capable! 
ſo groſs an abſurdity : but he ſhould certainly move 
withdrawing our troops. The honourable gentleman ts 
reminded the Houſe, that the order of the day ftood for! 
ing into a committee of ways and means, to receive then 
port of the taxes; but he ſuppoſed the order would be a 
charged, to make way for another buſineſs (meaning 
purchaſe of Milborne Port) and he hoped the report of! 


taxes would be put off till the 5th of April, the day O. ! 

that appointed for taking the petitions of the people of HA. 

land into confideration, © | | Q. 1 

Lord Ab. Lord North ſaid, he did not mean that the report of t, tha 
taxes ſhould be then brought up; but he defircd gente A. 7 

would not poſſeſs themſel yes of an idea, that it was to , Q k 

ia 7 1, 1 ber ITY ; 4/ Y 
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fered till after the conſiderations of the -petitions, as he 
certainly meant to take the firſt open day for it. 


reſuming” the | enquiry into the complaint he had brought 
zrainft Lord North, reſpecting the purchaſe of the borough 
of Milborne Port. - . 5 


D. Authentic Minutes on the further hearing of the complaint 
reſpefing the Borough of Milborne Port. 


Mr. Jobn Hyde. 
Q. Then you ſay, the treaty was carried into execution 
vith reſpe& to Mr. Walter's property? Do you mean the 
transfer of the property from Mr. Walter to Mr. Lloyd, or 


nd from Mr. Lloyd to Mr. Medlycot, or both? 
A. The transfer was firſt from Mr. Walter to Mr. Lloyd, 
od afterwards\from Mr. Lloyd to Mr. Medlycot. I have 


een both the deeds, and Mr. Medlycot has received half a 
year's rent, due laſt Michaelmas. | 

Q Have you ſeen, at any time, a note given by Mr. Hal- 
t to 5 Medlycot, for 300l. or thereabouts ? 

A, Ves. 

Q: Whether Mr. Medlycot expreſſed a diſpoſition to 
ve up Mr. Luttrell, or otherwiſe ? 

A. Mr, Medlycot was always very averſe to give up Mr. 
uttrell, till ſuch time as his brother came from London, 
dd when his brother came from London, and told him, what 
ad paſted between Mr. Robinſon and him, he ſeemed very 
uch diſpleaſed at it. 

Q How do you know Mr. Medlycot was diſpleaſed ? 

T3109 EET | Bueſtron objefied to---Witharew, 

[ Called in again.] 
Q. Did you ever read a conveyance from Mr. Lloyd to 


be ir. Medlycot of Mr. Walter's property at Milborne Port? 
ng 7 { Rueſtion objected to---Witharew, 
of | [ Called in again. 

Q. Repeated. © - | 

x: UI A. Yes, I have. 


Q. Have you ever heard a declaration from Mr. Medly- 
that Lord North was his man? 
A. — queſtion has been anſwered. 


, epeated, | | 
A. Yes, I have heard him ſay fo repeatedly, and I have ra- 
er checked Mr, Medlycot for uſing his Lordſhip's name. 
Aa a 2 Q. What 


Mr. Temple Luttrell then moved the order of the day for Mr. Lanrell. 


4 


dlycot? ' | Queſtion objefted to--M ithum. 
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Q. What do you mean by checking Mr. Medlycot > 

A. Blamed him found fault with him for uſing his Log. 
ſhip's name. 

Q. Have you reaſon to believe, that his Lordſhip's nan, 
was uſed. without authority? 

A. I never ſuppoſed he had any other authority, than why 
aroſe from that agreement, 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Lloyd reſided in the county 
at that time, 

A. Yes, at Dillington, in the county of Somerſet, wher 
Milborne Port is. 

Q. Did Mr. Lloyd ever apply to you to raiſe and pay . 
cruits about the time of this tranſaction for a corps, in which 
c—_ North, the fon of Lord North, is an officer; 

Ves. 2 * 
Q. Did you raiſe any men on that authority ? 
1 [ Dueſiion objected to--Mitbum 
| Called in again.! 
A. Mr. Lloyd defired me, and I raiſed two men. 


| [ Yithdres, 
| Called in again. | 
Q.: Was you not many years in confidence with Mr. Me. 


. [ Called in again. 0 


A. Certainly many years. 1 32 
Q. When did you firſt give notice to Mr. Luttrell of thy 
tranſaction? | Ma gh 
N. B. This queſtion put by Colonel Onſlow, © - / 
A. About a month ago. hen I firſt communicated thi 
affair to Mr. Luttrell, I did not do it with an intention it 
bring it before the Houſe: my intention and requeſt to Mr, 
Luttrell was for him to wait on Lord North, and to acquaint 
him that he was in poſſeflion of certain facts, in which 
thought his Lordſhip might be involved, and I requeſted Mr, 
Luttrell, at the ſame time, to ſpeak to him in a friendly mat 
ner, in order to compromiſe the matter, and if he could 10 
ſucceed in that point, this might be a proper enquiry befor 
committee at the general election. e aan | 210 
Q. Are you not indebted a conſiderable ſum to Mr. Mb 
lycot? | [ Dueftion withdraw" 
Q. Have Jou, or have you not, in conſequence of M. 
Mediycat having taken your goods in execution, 4 
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that would be revenged of Mr. Med! 
Oh I. Queſtion — to- 22 
Called in again.] 

What was Mr. LuttrelPs anſwer, and on what round 
zd he objekt to the attempting a compromiſe with Lord 
North? 

A. As well as I can recollect, Mr. Luttrell's anſwer was, 

that not only his honour was very much wounded in this re- 

ſpect, but that it was a great national affair, and ought to be 

nquired into, and that he would not accept a ſeat on ſuch 

erms, nor even ten ſeats, [ Fitbarew. 
Mr. Samuel Daniel again called in. 

e queſtion and anſwer read in the former part of his evi- 

jence, reſpecting the agreement executed at Yeovil reſpect- 

Ins the ſigning the memorandum. 

Part of Hyde's endente.+--The draft of the agreement 

ad, 

Q. Was that the purport of the memorandum you recot- 

ect to have ſeen at Yeovil ? 

A. I don't believe it was. It was fo late in the ths that 
ny thing of that kind was done 1 can't charge my memory 
ith it. 

Q.. Was you' preſent when the memorandum was ſigned at 
eovil ? 

A, | think I Was, 

Q. Who elſe? 

A. Mr. Lloyd, Mr. Hyde, Mr. Medlycot, Lean recollect 
dobody elſe, 

Q. Was Mr. J. Daniel there? 

A. He was in and out of the doom, but don't member 
© Was there at that time, [Fe tharew, 

Mr. John Daniel 

2 Wes yon preſent at Yeovil when a memorandum was 
gued in or about February laſt? 

A. Ieame into the room at the time Mr. Medlycot had 
ta pen in his hand. I had been abſent an hour, and he 
ming wis name to ſomething, I don't know what, but J 
a afterwardt it was an agreement, bur nt "n was, or the 
ontents, I never knew.“ . 191 u FREIE 

Q/Diyot know it was tenen „ „% 1 e 
A Lean't tell chat it was. 

before you abſented yourſelf, , nobing pat 
treo what were to be the contents of that 

4 Py. There 


p 


4 
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A. There was only one particular thing I heard talked q 
that was relating to the purchaſe of Mr, Walter's propem 
at Milborne Port ; that was all I knew. 

Q: Did not you then apprehend, that when you ſaw), 
Medlycot figning a paper he was ſigning an agreement u 
that effect? 

A. I really did not know what it was. 

Q. What was the time you ſaw Mr. Medlycot take aps 
in his hand? 

A. About eleven or twelve at night. 

Q From whom did you hear it was an agreement ? 

. From the company in general. [ Withdre, 
| Mr. John Hyde-+-again. 

Q. Whether Mr. J. Daniel was preſent at the time ti 
you and Mr, Lloyd jointly wrote the paper 2 

A. He certainly was, and | have a paper here that vu 
propoſition of Mr. J. Daniel, made at the fame time n 
bring ahout the contract, -written by Mr. 7 Daniel ; 
contents alluce to the ſame. 

| | Reads the pape + Oe 

Mr. Medlycot defires to leave the a of the purchaſe 
Mr. Walter's intereſt and property in the borough of Mi 
borne Part to Mr. Lloyd, and he further conſents to M 
Lloyd's receiving to himſelf and for his own uſe any dedu 
tion 1n the price, "Provided it is not leſs than +300]. 

Q: Was that paper agreed to by the partie? 

A. There was a diſpute” about 200t, Mr. Lloyd of 
2800]. Mr. Medlycot inſiſted on having 32000. at that nuns 
we were not exactly certain what Mr. Wattar would atkt 
his eftate, and therefore in order that Mr. Lloyd ſhould 
exceed che ſum of 2800l. Mr. J. Daniel drew this papet 
ſelf in order to bring about an agreement. 

* Mr. J. Daniel preſent ? 1h 

It was wrote at that time by Mr. J. Daviely'for 

—_ had any other meeting. t was agreed: at the fi 
meeting. e. 

motion was made, and the Sole being propoſed, 

bat the paper read at the bar by Mr. J. Hyde, purpoth 

#6: be the draft of an agreement between Mr.'Medlyeotu 

Mr, Lloyd, and being 10 part in the hand-wriv In And 

Lloyd, be delivered in at the table and read. 

eſtion amended, by inſertiog, — „ bd 

r in the hand writing of the witneſs, John Hun 
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Then the queſtion, thus amended, being put, the Houſe di- 

ded, ayes 15, noes 108. 

Mr. Robert Bryant. 

Q. The witnefs is defired to produce the two papers which 

e brought to Mr. Luttrell's houſe, and put into his hands, 

ad which papers he peruſed ; the contract between Mr. 

Valter and Mr. Lloyd, and another between Mr. Lloyd and 

{r, Medlycot. | 

A, The papers I ſhewed to Mr. Luttrell were only drafts 

contracts, and I told him fo at the time; and I likewiſe 

Id him that Mr. Medlycot had the originals engroſſed from 

oſe drafts, 

Q. Who ingrofled theſe contracts? 

A. My clerks. 

Q. Who attended the execution of theſe contracts? 

[Objefs to anſwer it, as the client is not to be accuſed out of the 

nurn . | h 

Q Do you know that thoſe contracts were delivered and 

ft in Mr, Medlycot's hands? 

[ Oljefis to anſwer it.] [ Withdrew. 
Mr. John Hyde. 

Q Whether Maurice Lloyd, at the time of his writing a 

art of that memorandum, or draft of an agreement, aſ- 

med anauthority for making uſe of Lord North's name 

terein, 

A. He uſed Lord North's name therein. 

Q. Was Mr. Lloyd underſtood by the parties ſo to do? 

Queſtion objected to. | 

. You will report, if you are certain, that that paper 

4 written entirely by Mr. Lloyd and yourſelf. 

Lam very certain. | 

% Vas it in the preſence of Mr. Medlycot, or did he 

6 it 


X 
. 


A. I haye already ſaid Mr, Medlycot was in the room all 
e time, and ſaw it. 

Q By-whoſe direction did you write your part? 

A. By Mr. Lloyd's. 


dum? 


A. Certainly. [ Withdrew. 
Lord North was heard in his place, and then he withdrew. 


* And a motion being made, and the queſt: on being propo- 

That it appears to this Houſe, that there have been 
gg undue and corrupt practices, reſpecting the election of 
de 10 meinbers 


Did Mr. Medlycot know the contents of the memo- 


— — 


Mr. Latrrell. 
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members to ſerve in Parliament for the borough of Milbom 
Port, in the county of Somerſet at the approaching genen 
election,“ an amendment was propoſed, by Mr. Solicitar. 
General Wallace, to add, at the end of the queſtion, theſ 
words, ** committed by the right honourable Lord Nord 
firſt lord commiſfioner of his Majeſty's treaſury, or othen 
acting as his agents in the ſaid tranſaction, which yy 
agreed to. of 

Then the main queſtion thus amended being put, it paſſe 
in the negative. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being propoſed al 
by Mr. Solicitor General (Wallace) 

„That the ſaid charge againſt the right honourable Lax 
North is ill founded and injurious.” 

And the previous queſtion being put, that this queſtion l 
now put. | 

It paſſed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Luttrell concluded his evidence (ſo far as it was nd 
denied him by a majority of the Houſe) with reading the fdl. 
lowing declaration, dated in November laſt, written aa 
ſigned by Mr. Medlycot, and which paper Mr. Luttrell pn. 
poſed to preſent ; but was refuſed. ** Unprepared as I wa, 
without even a promiſe of ſupport from you. In this critical 
ſituation an offer was afterwards made to me of an affgy 
ment of Mr. W 's borough-property, on condition 
my ſupporting 2 double recommendation of their's. To th 
Rey my neceſſity and not my will conſented,” 

r. Luttrell concluded with ſaying, that he had proved, ie 
hoped to the demonſtration of the Houſe, that a perſon, at 
ing as the agent of Lord North, had been guilty of cornyt 
practices in the borough of Milborne Port; a circumfſtancy 
which if it was not done with the noble Lord's privity and 
conſent, he would thank him for making public, that the ſans 
gentleman might not go with ſuch pretences to the diffem 
boroughs of this country. In all the weſt of England he n 
diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of Lord North's Lloyd. 
had been guilty of ſimilar abuſes at Ilcheſter, and ſeveral ot 
boroughs. He was tenant to Lord North; recruiting d. 
fieer ; lived with him in habits of intimacy, and had been 
generally acknowledged agent. 1 

Lord North defended himſelf againſt the c by fay 
that no part of it had been proved. Inſtead of having 
duced evidence to prove that either he or his mad bt 
gyilty of the corrupt practices, he bad concluded this aceuſ 


tion with ſaying barely that perſons pretending to be 
« 1 14 $471 agen 


rer 369 


ents had committed them. Mr. Lloyd was never his agent. 
T,ve he was his tenant,” and he paid him a valuable conſide- 
«tion for the lands which he farmed, He had raiſed ſome 
peruits for one of his ſons, but he had done this not from 
ay lucrative motives, but from friendſhip, True he had 
fited Mr. Lloyd, becauſe he was accuſtomed in the ſummer 
me to go into the country to ſettle his accounts and arrange 
s affairs, and Mr, Lloyd rented his houſe which was in the 
halt of his tenants. But all this did not amount to an agen- 
y; he had given Mr. Lloyd no commiſſion to purchaſe any 
tereſt in Milborne Port, and he was totally innocent of the 
urge. 

Mr. Luttrell replied to this, and moved a reſolution; ** that Mr. Latrrell. 
ers undue and corrupt practices had taken place in the re. 

m of repreſentives for the borough of Milborne Port at the 

xt general election.“ ö 

The holicitur General ¶ Mr. Wallace] moved, as an amend- The Solicitor 
nt, to this, the following words to be added, „committed G 
the right honourable Lord North, the firſt commiſſioner of - 

$ Majeſty's treaſury, or by perſons acting as his agents in this 
nlaction;?? This amendment he ſaid he moved, becauſe” 

other did not either acquit or condemn the object of the 
ee2ibnog nm 777, r | e IV 112MM 

The Houſe were generally of opinion that the amendment 

ht to de admitted, and that though there was not legal 

of of Lord North's guilt, yet it was apparent that there had 

undue and corrupt practices committed in the borough; 1: 

Mt. Tor ſaid, he hoped the Houſe would not in their de- Mr. Fox. 

on on this queſtion forget the juſtice that was due to thbke 

dugn, It was à crime infinitely greater in gentlemen to 

mit ſuch ſhameful tranſactions, than for. boroughs, oppreſ- 

with poverty, like Shoreham, to make bribery the meaas 

beit exiſtence ! He hoped the Houſe would take it up und 

el upon it in a proper manne. % , 

he queſtion with the amendment, was negatived. 


rr 


o Holroyd moved, that the charge brought againſt: Lord O. Hud. 
n bi th was ill founded and injurious | 118 mi hovit ; 199"! 
dir George Howard ſeconded the motion. g. 


owar 


ir. Foxſaid;zaf nothing further was intended, hetHought r. 7000 ves 
motion à very immaterial one; it meant nothing j but if; 
tobe ſollawed by any motion of cenſuce againſt ine 
urable:igentleman who brought the charge, he:ſtwully;. 
et, to the:utmoſt ;- apprehending, however, that there 
ge [ome motion of that kind in reſerve, he would move the 
us queſtion, He thought the friends of the motion ex- 
ol, XVII. b b tremely 
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tremely inconſiſtent, if that was their deſign; for he very wel 
remembered, when he had upon former occaſions, mentioned 
the judgment of the court martial upon Admiral Keppel, 
that the charges brought = him were malicious and il 
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founded; the other ſide of the Houſe, and the noble Lo 
himſelf Lord North] ſaid, ſuch judgment was ridiculous, 
Sir Hugh Palliſer was not before the court; they were ng 
pronouncing ſentence upon bim; and therefore the cour 
martial had nothing to do with him. From this, Mr, Fox 
drew a ſtrong argument, that the friends of the motion, tobe 
conſiſtent with themſelves, could not offer any ſubſequent 
motion, 

Mr. Daa , Mr. Dundas [the Lord Advocate] replied, that the chan 
brought againſt the noble Lord, not being fully proved, the 
motion was proper and neceſſary. If it had been proved, if 
it had been brought home to the noble Lord, every committe 
in England would have taken it up; it would have been mit. 
ter for a particular reſolution in each; it would have been ad. 
duced as a proof of the influence of the Crown, But u 
the honourable gentleman | Mr. Fox] ſaid the words il 

ounded and injurious meant nothing, he would add ftronger 
words, ſuch words as were clear and ful to the honourable 
gentleman's conviction. However he offered no amendment, 

Rt. Hon. T. Right Honourable T. Totunſhend obſerved, that though the 

Tewnfrend. charge was not brought home to the noble Lord, yet every 
body muſt be ſatisfied that there was an attempt made by 
ſomebody, and it was a well-known fact, which he appealedto 
every gentleman for the truth. of, that perſons in a private 
room would ſay many things which they would be afraid to 
repeat at the bar of the Houſe ; that there was a freedom in 
one place, and an awe and dread in the other; that any gens 
tleman might be induced to believe himfelf, what he could 
not afterwards fully ſatisfy another of, the evidence not kee 
ing the ſame emphaſis, nor the ſame terms. 

Rt. Hon. V. Right Honourable V. Ellis ſaid, he was againſt any ſtrongt 

Ells. © words than contained in the motion, They were ſufficient 

Any thing more might tend to check Parliamentary enquſ 

into matters of this ſort. 

Mr. Byng thought, that the beſt mode of vindicating ii 
noble Lord, was for his Lordſhip to bring*aQions againſt i 
perſons who had aſſumed the character of his agents inf 
buſineſs; for ſuch they certainly ſeemed ; the treaſury, ® 
his Lordfhip, and ſometimes both, were conftantly ſpoken 
in every ſtage and part of it: and if his Lordſhip did! 

| 3 yin 


Mr. Byng. 
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vindicate his character by puniſhing ſuch delinquents, the 
public would judge for themſelves. 

Mr. G. On/Inv ſaid a few words on the propriety of the Mr. G. on- 
motion, and the queſtion was put, and the motion agreed to Ac. 
without a diviſion, 

Lord North, who was ſometimes in the Speaker's chamber, Lord Nerth« 
and ſometimes in the gallery, came into the houſe, and thank- 
ed them for having acquitted him; and then ſaid, that as 
the Eaſt India company had made him no offers, he would on 
Tueſday next the 21ſt, move that the Speaker of the Houſe 
ſhould intimate to the chairman of the company, that the 
debt would be paid off.--- This intimation, he ſaid, muſt be 
giren before the 5th of April next, or a longer notice would 
be neceſſary. 

At half paſt eleven the Houſe adjourned to the 20th, 

March 20. | 

Mr. Temple Luttrell ſaid, that conſidering the partial man- Mr. 7. 
ner in which a part of the evidence he had endeavoured to E##trell. 
bring before the Houſe laſt week, relative to the affair of 
Milborne Port had been heard, he thought he had ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn that undue and corrupt practices had obtained in 
Gat borough. He meant, he ſaid, after the receſs, to re- 
vive the ſubject again, as he ſhould then be in poſſeſſion of 
evidence ſufficient to bring home the charge to thoſe perſons 
whoſe names had been ſo frequently mentioned in the courſe 
of the enquiry, and he felt himſelf bound to make out the 
charge, 10 that the parties really guilty might be puniſhed. 

Mr, Luttrell commented on what had pafſed on Friday eve- 

ning, declaring, he lamented that he had left the Houſe fo 

early, becauſe he underſtood he had loft a ſcene, which far 

outdid that in Shakeſpeare, in which Richard the Third is 

diſcorered leaning on two reverend clergymen, by his favou- 

ite Buckingham, who ſhews him, in that contrived fituation, 
to the mayor and citizens, Mr, Luttrell drew a ludicrous 
parallel between the noble Lord's ſtanding with the Lord 
Advocate on one fide and the Solicitor General on the other, 
and thanking the Houſe for their candour and ſupport, and 
the interview between Richard and the citizens. He com- 
* the Speaker to Buckingham, and the two lawyers to 
ather Paul and Friar Beuker. After puſhing this compa- 
lon, as far as it would go, he rather reflected on the conduct 
of the majority reſpecting their determination of Friday, and 
ſaid he ſhould not have wondered if they had attempted to 
Tote his expulſion, which, he contended, they were as well 
B b b 2 warranted 
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Mr. Fsllar- 
fon, 


wipe out the imputation. It is the object of my life to d 
ſerve the approbation of this Houſe and of this country. | 
is the duty of this Houſe to know, that thoſe men who# 
here, and who are raiſed to the command of regiments, 
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warranted to vote as the motion that was carried. He concludes 
with giving notice, that he ſhould revive the ſubject after thy 
Eaſter holidays. 

Mr. Fullarton roſe and ſaid, his character and his condy8 
in offering to raiſe a regiment had been reflected upon in ang. 
ther Houle of Parliament by a noble Earl; a matter wic 
had given him great uneaſineſs, and the more, becau!: he 
was puzzled how to act, in order to wipe out the imputation, 
He roſe therefore to explain the motives of his conduct, aa 
he truſted the Houſe would hear him patiently, as he felt hi 
honour wounded, and had ardently wiſhed for an opportunity 
of removing the bad impreſſion of his conduct, which th 
place where the reflections he alluded to were thrown ou, 
might ſerve to give riſe to. The reflections were, as he un. 
derſtood, extreinely groſs ; the noble Earl terming him a clerk 
and in the moſt contemptous manner remarking, that 
clerk ought not to be truſted with a regiment, adding touu 
remark, other infinuations, as falſe as they are illiberal. H 
ſaid, the noble Earl might think to ſcreen himſelf under 
his peerage, but if he could forego the language and manten 
proper to his rank and the Houſe in which he had attacke 
him, the noble Earl ſtood in another character, which made 
ſuch an attack highly unwarrantable, and that was, the chi 
racter of an officer holding high profeſſional rank. Little s 
he yet knew of the military profeſſion, Mr. Fullarton fich 
he believed, he might venture to aſſert, that if the noble Lod 
was brought to a court martial for his words concerning hum, 
he would fall under the article of ungentlemanlike behaviow, 

With regard to his offer to raile a regiment in times 
public difficulty like the preſent, when his country was 
war with nearly half the world, he had thought his offering 
to aſſiſt by raiſing a regiment, was by no means ſuch condud 
as was likely to draw on him a public cenſure, more eſpecial 
a cenſure from Peers in Parliament; and he was ſure tha 
houſe, if they knew the ſervice for which his regiment va 
deſtined, would not think he merited the unhandſome attad 
that had been made on him, He went on thus : 

I know it is irregular to take notice here of what paſſed 
elſewhere; but it is the privilege of thoſe who are a(perlec, it 
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times like the preſent, are not ſuch men as I have been deſcri- 
bed, 

I was" named while very young, by the King, ſecretary 
to the — at Paris—an appointment ſo honourable, with 
regard to buſineſs, emolument, and fituation, that I did not 
expect it would have procured me the title of clerk, eſpecially 
from a noble Duke [the Duke of Richmond] whoſe brother 
held the ſame office; and from a noble Earl, who, as well as 
that Duke, having been at the head of the diplomatique af- 
fairs of this country, as ſecretary of ſtate, muſt have known 
the falſchood of his own aſſertion.— That noble Earl—I 
mean the Earl of Shelburne— 


hear gentlemen proceed in ſo unparliamentary a manner, to 
fate what was ſaid in another houſe, and to mention peers by 
name: that it was contrary to every rule in Parliament, 
and ought not to be indured, He ſpoke of the impoſſibility 
of the Houſe knowing whether the words alluded to werereally 
ſpoken, as the honourable gentleman had been informed they 
had, and argued the impropriety of confidering what was 
faid in debate as a private and perſonal attack. He begged 
once for all to declare, that if ſuch a cuſtom prevailed, the 
freedom of debate muſt ceaſe 3 and contended, that the moſt 
eſſential of all the rights of Parliament would be loft, if gen- 
tlemen were to ſuppoſe, that when their names and public 
conduct were mentioned, a perlonal affront was intended. 
He declared his regard for the noble Lord alluded to, and 
hoped he ſhould ſtand excuted for having laid down a doc- 
_ which he was confident ought implicitly to be a- 
opted, | 


tine; but he was exceedingly aſtoniſhed to hear it from the 
honourable gent!eman's mouth, becauſe no one member, he 
laid, had fo frequently been guilty of that violation as the 
honourable gentleman, He then explained what the cuſ- 
tom of Parliament was, ever fince he had known Parlia- 
ment, and wiſhed it was more ſtrictly adhered to, becauſe 
it would not only preſerve the freedom of debate, but 
preſerve regularity, and prevent ill humour. 
Lord North laid, 
in that Houſe or the other, the name of any member elſe- 
where, There were ſome occafions, however, which would 
Juſtify it, and he thought the caſe of the honourable gen- 
leman one, His Lordſhip paid Mr, Fullarten great com- 
A | pliments, 


Mr. Fox called to order, and ſaid, he could not fit ſtill and Mr. F. 


Mr. Rigby declared, he ſubſcribed moſt fully to the doc- Mr. Rigty. 


that it was certainly wrong, to mention Lord Nereh. 
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pliments, and declared he had done himſelf great hongy 
even though he had taken the wrong opportunity to cl 
himſelf. He recommended it to the honourable pentleny 
to treat all perſonal attacks with indifference and «<. 
tempt, Noble Lords in another place were very apt to; 
perſonal, and they very often made free with him. Am 
other names, one of them had lately called him a thin, 
The appellation, however contemptibly meant, was certain 
truly applied; he was a thing. But the noble Lord who hy 
applied it to him had put an addition to it. He had faid, je 
was a thing called a miniſter, A moment's conſideration 
ſaid his Lordſhip, convinced me that this ought not to h 
conſidered as an affront, becauſe a moment's confiderzig 
reminded me that the noble Lord who had dubbed me; 
' thing called a miniſter, had not the ſmalleſt objection to bs. He 
come that very thing himſelf, he ( 
Mr. Fuller. Mr. Fullarton roſe to explain, and ſaid, he ſhould nt 
fon. have mentioned the noble Earl by name, but that the noh 
Earl had attacked him by name, and with all the ariſtocnt- 

cal inſolence which marked his character. 
Col. Barre, He was called to order again by Colonel Barre, who de 
fended his noble friend, and ſaid the honourable gentleman 
had been miſinformed. The Colonel contended that HH: 
term clerk, abſtractedly canfidered, was not offenſive, and 
that the term commis was applied to the higheſt officers « r$& 
ſkate in France. - ubli 
Mr. Barke. Mr. Burke defended Lord Shelburne. en 
Mr. Fullar= Mr. Fullarton ſaid, he would only inform the Houſe, n 
3 the Earl in queſtion had aſſerted, that he and his regime lick 
* would be as ready to draw their ſwords againſt the libem e t 
of their country as againſt it foes, and leave the Houle what c 
judge whether he ought to feel himſelf hurt or not. 
Earl Nu- Fart Nugent deſired that perſonal animoſity might 
—_ checked in each Houſe of Parliament, 8 © 
At length the order of the day was called for, and Ui kn 
contractors” bill was read a third time, and paſſed, 1 f 
The order of the day was then read, for the Houſe to e pe 
ſolve itſelf into a committee on Mr. Burke's bill for & 
gulating the civil eſtabliſhment, As ſoon as the Speaker I 


left the chair, and Mr. Elwes had taken his ſeat at f. 
table, - | ſery 
Sir Fletcher Sir Fletcher Norton roſe and apologized to the commir cor 
Nerton. for having improperly introduced matter foreign 90 dle 4 


queſtion, when the committee laſt ſat, He faid he -y 


rat a ſyllable, he only lamented that what he had faid 


dal been drawn from him at an improper time. He took 
tice of the load of newſpaper ſcandal that had been thrown 
won him, from the day in which he had addreſſed the com- 
nittee, till the preſent time, declaring he held it in the moſt 
wereign contempt, but that he was anxious to clear him- 
af to that Houſe and the public. 


, his matter was again brought under their conſideration, for 
t had ſuffered the greateſt uneaſineſs at its having been ſo 
och miſunderſtood : and he reminded the Houſe that how- 


jer conſcious the learned judge might be of his own in- 
cgrity, yet the ſatisfaction of a virtuous mind was incom- 
leat, if it was not accompanied with the approbation and 
he confidence of the public. That the Houſe would judge 
hat his own particular feelings muſt be, if any man could 
il in queſtion the propriety of the learned judge's con- 
act as far as it was founded in an attention to ſo unwor- 
by an object as the perſon who was then addrefling the 
ouſe, a 

That a report had been circulated, and had gained cre- 
It abroad, that upon the reſignation of the chief juſtice 
o years ago, a ſum of money to the amount of yoool. 
r $0001, was to have been paid by Lord North out of the 
ublic treaſury, and was actually depoſited in the hands of 
eminent banker for the chief juſtice, in lieu of a rever- 
on to a particular office in the court of common pleas, 
ach the chief juſtice would have had a right of appoint- 
ls to, if it had fallen whilſt he continued at the head of 
at court, That Mr. De Grey would take upon himſelf to 
lure the Houſe that the whole of this report was falſe, and 
founded in a miſtake, That no ſum of money ever 
as offered, demanded, talked of, or even to the beſt of 
knowledge thought of by any body. That if it had 
n ſo offered, or ſo accepted, he ſhould have thought both 
e perſon who offered and the perſon who accepted equally 
rupt, and deſerving of all thoſe epithets which had been 
axed to this tranſaction. That the learned judge in queſ- 
u felt as much as the Houſe could feel, how much the 
ſervation of this conſtitution depended npon the puriry of 


| malyerſations, certainly yet more into any corrupt 
tranſaction 


courts of juſtice, and of the integrity of thoſe who filled 
de ſtations: that he felt nat only that the Houſe was 
apetent, but was bound in duty to examine into 
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Mr. De Grey ftated to the Houſe the ſatisfa&ion he felt thatMr.D-Gr:ys 
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tranſaftion that had found its way there. That to this tr]. 
bunal that learned judge was ready, willing, and anxious tg 
ſubmit his conduR, in caſe the Houſe ſhould think fit to in. 
ſtitute any enquiry upon the ſubject. That he repoſed hin. 
ſelf with the moſt entire confidence in the wiſdom and in the 
Juſtice of the Houſe, and the more they enquired into this 
or any other tranſaction of his life, the more he truſted that 
he ſhould be entitled to their good opinion, which he wy 
not conſcious he had as yet forfeited, and the more they 
would find that he was what he had always been reputed, 
to be as unſullied and as unſuſpected a character as cver trod 
the paths of public life, 

Lord Nett. Lord North roſeto confirm Mr. De Grey's declaration that 
no ſum of money had ever been offered to, or demanded by 
the chief juſtice, and ſaid many handſome things of the 
chief juſtice's general charaQer. 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke moved for poſtponing the clauſe in his bil, 
for providing for the execution of the third office of ſecm- 
tary of ſtate upon its being aboliſhed ; but Lord North ob- Wa 
jecting to this as the office was allowed to ſtand, and because 
the poſtponing the clauſe implied that the conſideration of it 
was to be reſumed, which could by no means be admitted, WW late 
The chairman put the queſtion, that the clauſe ſhould ſtand 
part of the bill, and it was negatived without a diſſenting 
voice. | - 

The next clauſe was then read for appointing the buſines n, 
done by the board of trade, to be executed for the future 
by a committee of the privy council, as done before the in- em 
ſtitution of that board. 

Far! N- Earl Nugent entered into a long and elaborate oppoſition un 

w_ to the clauſe. He inſiſted upon it, that was it to take place, 
neither the independency of Parliament, nor the ceconony ef ti 
fo the public, could be put in a better ſituation, as the mem: 
bers of the privy council would require ſalaries. The noble 
Lord talked much of the influence of the crown, and aflert- WP. 
ed in very loud terms, that there was no other influence à Finck 
preſent that pervaded government but a conſtitutional infil- 
ence ; the influence that at preſent reigned was owing et- 
tirely to the neceſſary increaſe of our navy and army, and Jef 
it was nonſenſe to ſay that influence would not always natur 

rally encreaſe with power. His Lordſhip mentioned tis 
ſucceſs of the contractors' bill, as a proof that governmen Ro 
had at preſent no very great influence; and again put in I V 
objection to the clauſe, as it would coſt the public as 4 * 


A. 1780. K E 8. 377 
to have the buſineſs of the board of trade done by a com- 
mittee of the privy council, as it did when under the ma- 
nagement of the board of trade, as the members would re- 
ure ſalarĩes; beſides that there would be ſecretaries to pay, 
and after all, great difficulty in getting as many privy coun- 
ſellors as were neceſſary to do the buſineſs: for though there 
were a great many members e oc: that board, his Lord- 
ſhip, and the late lord prefident Lord Gower] had often fat 
there a long while together in tete-a-tete by themſelves. 
The noble [ord ſaid he did not approve of any part of 
Mr, Burke's plan. It only pretended to ftrip off the lace 
but, to ſpeak the truth of it, it tore away the cloth it- 
ſelf, | x | 
Mr. Alderman Sawbridge anſwered the noble Lord. He Alderman 
thought the ſucceſs of the contractors' bill was by no means . 
a proof that the influence of government was gone. It was 
the ſixth ſeſſion, and gentlemen were become rather cautious 
how they ated, and it was to that the minds, of the peo- 
ple owed ſuch an additional ſtrength to their cauſe; for he 
was afraid the converts lately made would deſert the princi- 
ples they had ſo newly adopted, after the general election. 
The honourable gentleman adverted to the doctrine that had 
lately been uſed 1n that Houſe, of a monarchy, without at 
the ſame time qualifying the expreſſion. This, he ſaid, was 
by no means to be ſuffered ; for a monarchy, without be- 
ng limited, was a government as arbitrary and as deſpotic 
France, Spain, or Pruffia, 23 
Mr, Burke ſtrongly urged the neceffity there was for the Mr. Burke. 
committee to accept the clauſe. In the year 1680, the whole 
buſineſs of the board was done by a committee of the privy 
council, a committee of the greateſt men in the kingdom, 
There were Prince Rupert, Lord Shafteſbury, lord preſident 
of the council, Lord Angleſea, lord privy ſeal, Earl of 
ulington, lord chamberlain, Earl of Eſſex, firſt lord of 
ie treaſury, Savile Earl of Halifax, Earl of Sunderland, 


en-. Godolphin, Hyde Earl of Clarendon, Lord Heneage 
en och, Mr. Seymour, and Lord chief juſtice North. The 
flu Poaourable gentleman expatiated on the reſpeCtive talents of 


e ſeveral perſons named, and was very ſure his preſent 


e- 
ol WF 2jcfty could find very able men to. tranſa& the ſame buſi- 
ar-: eg in the privy council, if he thought fit to look forward 
ce? them.” There were the Earl of Shelburne, the Marquis 
nent f Rockingham, Lord Camden, the right honourable, Mr, 
r 1 ey nihend, and the right honourable Colonel Barre, willing 
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to ſerve their country in chat way without any pecuniary 
ſituation. 1 

To prove that a committee of the privy council were 
competent to the buſineſs, and very capable of tranſaQting 
it, he inſtanced a caſe reſpecting Jamaica, when Lord Car. 
liſle was governor of that iſland, and the government and 
trade of fe was moſt admirably ſettled in that committee, 
As to defraying the expence of it, he aſked how the ex- 
ence of the privy council was at preſent defrayed ? The 
Kin paid it, he ſaid, out of his civil liſt, and the ſame 
might be done in the 2 caſe, if there ſhould be any 
expence attending it. But he thought it might be done now 
as heretofore, In the year 1681, the two ſecretaries of 
ſtate, Mr. Secretary Coventry, and Sir Lionel Jenkins, 
acted as ſecretaries in the buſineſs ; and he thought thoſe 
perſons as able officers as any we had at preſent. The ho- 
nourable gentleman thought with ſuch a committee of the 
privy council more might be done than with thoſe who lately 
had the regulation of the board of trade, as there could be 


2 PRO DpBLRwenQ gn ng noo = = um ae wm cc. 


no compariſon between Prince Rupert, and Lord Georg: 
Germain, or Lord Shafteſbury and Mr. Bamber Gaſcoyne, 

Lord North. Lord North ſaid there was certainly no occaſion to debate 

the matter, for as the board of trade had been aboliſhed, the 

buſineſs of it muſt of courſe he committed to a committee of 

| the privy council, | the 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke then proceeded with his bill, and came to the fifth an 

clauſe, that relative to the treaſurer of the chamber, treaſure! * 

of the houſhold, cofferer, &c. &c, he propoſed putting each the 

office into a ſeparate clauſe, and therefore after moving that 

the word offices be changed to office, which was agreed 10, WW fit 

he moved that the words be aboliſhed,” ſtand after tit | 

words © treaſurer of the chamber.” The next clault the 

enacting, that his Majeſty's houſhold ſhould be ſerved i | 

| contract, he ſaid, he propoſed to omit. thi 

Sir Eduard Sir Edward Dering, Sir John Wrotte/ley, and Mr, Eiv 8 nef 

Derizg- ſpoke againſt the aboliſhing the office of treaſurer of t. 

32 chamber; not, they ſaid, from any regard to the offict, he 

Mr. 248. but from a ſtrong diſapprobation of meddling or interitr WM hoy 

in 008 the management of any part of the King's bo 
hold. | if t] 
Governor Governor Pownall ſaid, that after the opinion which mot 
Perunall. had thrown out in the courſe of the debate, in the co mad 
mittee on this bill, he could not acquieſce in giving a 
vote, and muſt therefore beg leave of the n 1 
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fate his reaſons. He ſaid, he was the firſt, who had made 
the diſtinction between that part of the civil ft, which 
went to the offices of the ſtate, and that part which went to 
the King's houſhold. He was, upon very ſerious confidera- 
tion of the matter as it ſtood ſimply on its own ground, and 
upon a thorough inquiry and examination of the proceeding 
of Parliament in theſe caſes, convinced that Parhament had 
not only a right to enquire into, and to reform the offices 
of the ſtate, but that it had, without contradiftion, always 
exerciſed that power, That however he was convinced, it 
had never dled or interfered in the King's houſhold, 

in times from which he was unwilling to take his 
precedents, There were however precedents of proceedings 
in Parliament, which ftood upon the ſame ground exactly, 
and were of the ſame ſpirit preciſely, as the matters propoſ- 
ed in theſe clauſes reſpecting the King's houſhold. He ſaid, 
that in the 5th of Edward the ſecond, a commiffion, in con- 
ſequence of proceedings in Parliament, was iſſued, for in- 
quiring into and reforming and new-modelling the King's 
houſhold, That a commifhon of the like ſort, in conſe- 
quence of like proceedings in Parliament, was iſſued in 10th 
of Richard the ſecond ; but when he looked to the conſe- 


i quence to which thoſe meaſures lead, he ſhould not take 

them as his precedent, The firſt ended in depoſing Edward, 
h and the ſecond in dethroning Richard. There was a wiſer 
t and a more temperate meaſure taken in a period between 
al theſe two—in the goth of Edward the third—and that was, 
at an addreſs of Parliament to the King; praying him to in- 
0 ſtitute an inquiry into the ſtate of his houſhold, and point- 
he ing out to him the abuſes which they apprehended reigned 
ie, there, and that if he would reform them, he need not burthen 
b tus ſubjects with ſubſides and taxes. It was on the fpirit of 
7 thus precedent, and upon the nature and fpirit of the buſi- 
1 nels itſelf, to which the preſent clauſes went. That he had 


ſuggeſted on another day in the committee, that although 
ces BN be did not approve the making the reform of the King's 

bouſhold by an act, a ftatute of a ſort he would not name, 
yet that ſuch reform ought to be, and muſt be made, and 
if theſe clauſes were rejected, he would bring forward a 
motion for ſome ſuch addreſs, a draught of which he had 
Made, and ſhewn to one or two gentlemen. But he hoped 
that no ſuch motion would be neceſſary, for be thought ic 
© pre; if his Majeſty ſhould, from the information 
or dy advice of his miniſters learn, that though the clauſes 
Ccc2 were 
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were rejected, the idea of the neceſſity of the reform wa 
univerſally received and eſtabliſned in the minds of gen- 
tlemen on all fides of the Houſe, and who voted on diffe- 
rent ſides of the queſtion. He was ſure, therefore, that the 
matter muſt and would originate with his Majefty. If no 
ſuch information nor advice was given by the miniſters to 
his Majeſty, it would be time for his Parliament to inter. ” 
poſe their advice by addreſs; and ſome ſuch would be pro. 
poſed, If therefore he gave his vote againſt the enactigg 
theſe reforms of the houſhold by a ſtatute, it was no 
that he_diſapproved them ; he not only approved them, but 
thought them neceſſary, and was ſure that, in ſome ſhapegr 
other, they muſt be made. nu 
Mr. Burke» Mr. Burke begged to be heard, and ſaid from the tun 
of the debate he feared it would be for the very laſt tim 
upon the ſubje& of his bill, becauſe if the clauſe, as he had 
moved it, for aboliſhing the treaſurer of the chamber ws ne 
loſt, his bill was gone. In the treaſurer of the chamber con- 
ſiſted the very pith and marrow of his plan, as far as tha ou! 
plan was endeavoured to be changed out of theory into 
practice, by the unfortunate bill which he had now reaſon 


| to mourn over as a dying friend, and to lament with all Wold, 
C the affliction that a parent muſt neceſſarily feel for the Hause 
* lofs of his favourite child. He did not mean by this, tha at, 
g the bill being his work, he could not for that idle reaſon l fa 
bear the Joſs of it, but becauſe his heart and ſoul ven far 


fixed upon thoſe principles of œconomy, and that aim at WW 
the influence of the crown, which governed and were the o 
objects of the work. The treaſury of the chamber was the 
very firſt office of the houſhold that he had laid his fingen 
on; it therefore led the way, and involved all the reli; ere 
and as the remaining clauſes of his bill, for the moſt part, elar 
turned upon the abolition of the board of ordnance, tix 
board of works, the mint, and other boards and offices 
which made parts of the houſhold, he was reduced to co 
neceſſity of abandoning the whole, if the doctrine whiciWticic: 
had in the courſe of the debate prevailed, viz. that ed w 
houſhold muſt not in any one part be touched, but eke c 
ſuch parts of the bill as went merely to the eftabliſhmenl hi 
of ſtate, were fair and reaſonable ſubjects of Parliament M. 
reviſion and reduction, was to be admitted as a bar to d 
- abolition of the office of treaſurer of the chamber. 
In order to ſhew that he had no deſign whatever to 
bridge or retrench the King's expences, as had be 
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erted in debate, he declared that his bill did not limit or 
tie down his Majeſty in any one reſpect; that with 
gad to his table being ſerved by contract, about which 
o much had been ſaid, his Majeſty might, if he pleaſed, 
or any thing the bill ſaid to the contrary, contract for his 
able at a hundred guineas a-head, and invite a hundred 
xople to eat at it. It did not reſtriẽt the quantum of money 
o be expended in ſupport of the houſhold, it only took care 
hat what was expended, ſhould be wiſely and ceconomicall 
ad out, and that fraud ſhould no longer prevail in thoſe 
ho ſerved his Majeſty with provifions, nor the coſt be large 
it now was, of thoſe who were paid for preventing that 
nud. He contended, that at preſent the 1yſtem of œco- 
omy, which had been introduced into his Majeſty's kit- 
hen, was ſuch that even a rat could not have cheated the 
poks, ſcullions, &c. of a ſcrap of cheeſe, but at the ſame 
Ime nothing was ſaved by the ſyſtem, becauſe the expence 
f paying cheats to watch cheats, was ſo great, that it a- 
jounted to more than it could poſſibly coſt his Majeſty, 
he was handſomely cheated at once. It had been aſked 
hat would his plan ſave ?—As far as it reſpected the houſ- 
old, he had already ſaid, that in agreeing to give up the 
auſe for having the tables of the houſhold ſerved by con- 
at, he had given up about 12, oool. out of his project- 
d ſavings, and he preſumed, if the other parts of his bill, 
far as regarded the houſhold, were ſuffered to remain, 
ls _ on that head, would amount to about 
0,0001, 

By way of reply to the arguments of thoſe who had 
ned of the ungentlemanlike conduct of abridging the 
wereign, and ſtinting him in his private expences; he 
cared he had no ſuch intention, and the beſt proof that 
bad not, would be by reminding the committee, that 
+ had not touched the privy purſe, for which a clear 
cool. per annum, was allotted. This ſum was more than 
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1c Wlicient to enable his Majeſty to live with ſplendour 
nee wich dignity, As a proof of it, he inftanced the 
bah of Northumberland, as poſſeſſing three palaces, each 
em which was more ſplendidly furniſfied than any one of 


Majeſty's houſes, He ſhewed that the Duke's income 
not more than 48,0001. a year, and reminded the 
Mmmittee of the magnificence and expence which had 
er characterized Northumberland Houſe, making it oy 
fir 
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firſt reſort of the curious in all countries, from the Freq: 
ambaſſador down to the loweſt emiſfary of foreign coum 
eſpecially in the life-time of the late Ducheſs, whon þ 
deſcribed as a woman poſſeſſing a noble ſoul, a foul fu 
Impreſſed with the propriety of having her houſhold cn 
ducted on a ſtile of eur fit for the high rank ay 
liberal fortune poſſeſſed by the Duke her huſband, | 
her time the fineſt pictures that could be procured, wy 
purchaſed at any price—the expence was the laſt th 
thought on ;—the two noblemen her ſons, alſo were 4 
lowed an eftabliſhment fit for princes, and all t 
on an income, he verily believed, ſhort of 48,00, 

ear. 
g After fully enforcing this pon, he went int 
general conſideration of the clauſe, and of the bill, uf 
as it reſpected the houſhold, antwering every objefl 
that had been made in the courſe of the debate, and « 
tended, that one great end of his bill was the renden 
it almoſt impoſſible in future for the King to run ind 
by enaQting that the firſt lord of the treaſury ſhould 
anſwerable that the expences of the civil eſtabliſſm er 
ſhould not exceed the money allowed for that purpoſe | 
Parliament. He aſked, how could it be expected that 
firſt lord of the treaſury, ſhould be reſponfible, if : tler 
riety of leſſer treaſuries were to exiſt, bus of which me iſt 
govern the branch of the public expenditure under i 

ireftion, juſt as it thought proper? It would be una 
it would be unjuſt, to expect a firſt lord of the treaſur 
be. reſponſible, unleſs the treaſury was the ſole place uſe 


iſſuing public money, and governed the whole expendit m 
as well in detail, as in groſs amount. 0 f. 

He quoted the King of France's edict for aboliſhing be. 
offices of comptroller general, and a variety of others b. F 
finitely greater import, both in point of rank and expel VN 
than any his bill was to effect, and held it up as in 


ample worthy to be followed, wiſhing that the 
Lord would tread in the ſteps of that moſt able finad 
Monſieur Neckar. He compared his Majeſty's civil eſta 
ment with that of the King of Sardinia, declaring that Fi 
had nothing like the income we allowed his Majeſty: „tl 
he nevertheleſs maintained an army of 25,000 men, 4 

eater number of expenſive fortreſſes than any pom te 
2 France only excepted. He aſſerted, that hu le. 
bill been produced and paſſed into a law, at the comme 


it of the preſent reign, the nation would have ſaved. 
xe than three millions of money, and his Majeſty would 
je lived more at his caſe, more like a great prince, and 
th not one jot leſs ſplendor and magnificence. 
After ſeriouſly repeating that if the preſent queſtion was 
id againſt him, he ſhould conſider his bill as gone, and 
daring that though he would not take any more upon 
p, to put his weak and diſordered frame and conſtitution 
the torture, in order to fight his bill through the Houſe 
by inch, clauſe by clauie, and line by line, he certain- 
would not be the man to withdraw it, but would leave 
to the people to go on with it, and let them judge by 
iſſue how far their petitions were able to procure the 
Irels of grievances complained of. He concluded 
th begging leave to tell an old ſtory by way of elucida- 
n of what he meant, There was, he had heard, an hand- 
ne widow, poſſeſſed of an ample income, who lived in 
liſſenting meeting-houſe; a well intentioned man, who 
ded the ſervice of the day, ſaw her, and was invited 
her to viſit her, he fell in love with her, and coming 
Aly to the point, ſaid, ** Madam, will you marry me?“ 
e refuſed him; he ſtill perſiſted in his requeſt, and ſhe 
refuſed, He then changed his requeſt, and aſked her 
let him be her ſteward ? „ No, ſhe would not.“ Her 
ler? * No,” Her cook? “ No,” Would ſhe en- 
Iſt him with the care of her wardrobe? “ No.” After 
ety of requeſts, finding them all denied, he was go- 
away, when on a ſudden he turned round, and be 
of her late huſband's old wigs, The widow who had 
uſed all his former requiſitions, complied with this, and 
man who had aſked the widow to give him her perſon 
fortune, was obliged at laſt to be contented with one 
ber huſband's old wigs, So is the caſe with me, ſaid 
. Burke, I would marry the handſome and rich widow 
onomy, I fain would have her perſon and fortune, but 
lng I can't get them, I have aſked to be her treaſurer, 
ſteward, her butler, her cook, and her wardrobe keeper, 
tall in vain, I have got one of her late huſband's old 
and with that I fear I muft walk off contented ; but 
ly I beg the committee will do me the juſtice to remem- 
b that I did not fo far degrade myſelf as to aſk for the 
L Wig ſolely,” 


very 


de Attorney General [Mr. Wedderburn] replied to Mr, The Arter- 
tk, He declared that it was not treating the committee h General. 
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ed alſo the ſeparate quantities of ſilk, ſattin, and embroi 


& that if the clauſe in queſtion was not agreed to, the i 
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very candidly, to ſay, that the bill was neceſſarily gone 
if the clauſe for aboliſhing the treaſurer of the chambef 
office, was loſt; as if the treaſurer of the chamber Wrapped 
up every other officer whoſe abolition was aimed at by ty 
bill. Tf the committee were to be menaced in that manye 
it would be in vain to diſcuſs any part of the bill; and te 
menace was the more extraordinary, becauſe, notwithſtund. 
ing what had been aſſerted to the contrary, the ſame pri 
ciple did not apply generally to the whole bill, which con. 
Fed of many different parts and clauſes, each of wid 
therefore turned upon a ſeparate and important point, a 
had each a ſeparate principle. Mr. Attorney 1aid, they 
were many of the principles which he thought highly lauck. 
ble, and fit to be adopted; there were others which he coil 
not but conſider as abſurd ; in proof of this, he pointed a 
the clauſe for ſerving his Majeſty's houſhold by conti, 
which the honourable gentleinan had (from the intimating 
of his friends and the feelings of the public upon it) ben 
induced to leave out. Good God! how could the honow 
able gentleman ever reconcile this clauſe to a poſſibility 
its being carried into practice? His Majeſty, had it fir 
and been ſupported by a vote of the Houſe, could nd 
buy a fingle piece of furniture, without the conſent of 
treaſury and their previous, notice, His Majeſty had lath 
t up a new piece of furniture in one of his oldeft palaces, 
Could the honourable gentleman ever have ſuppoſed, thit 
his Majeſty ought to be ſo unhandſomely reſtricted, th 
he could not have put up the new ſtate-bed in Winds 
Caſtle without referring Mrs. Wright to the board of tra 
fury, before whom ſhe muſt have firſt produced her cs 
iogs and defign ; have ftated the number of clergymen 
daughters intended to be employed in working it, have fat 


ery, to be ufed in the work, and have ſtated likewiſe by 
correct eſtimate the expence that the whole would come tt 
before his Majeſty would have had it in his power to ord 
that which he thought proper to decorate his palace wil 
and the purchaſing of which, 1 a truly r0ji 
and gracious encouragement to Mrs. Wright, and the pt 
ſons employed in making it. | 

He atked if the honourable gentleman by his declare 


was gone,” meant to treat that Houſe like the Palo 
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760 Paris, and to tell them in ſo many words, that the bill was 

ne WY his edit, and he would have it regiſtered, 

by: Mr. Attorney animadverted on Mr. Fox's having thrown 

ped out a kind of threat againſt that Houſe, and the Houſe of 

e Lords, in caſe they did not pals the clauſe in queſtion, and 

ber paſs every clauſc of the bill, by declaring that the people 

the without doors would ſay the Houſe of Commons was cor- 

* rupt, and reſort elſewhere to do themſclves juſtice, This 

ils fort of language, he ſaid, ſpoke much too plainly a meaning 

Ons that ought not to be heard within thoſe walls, In the very 

ich moment that the honourable gentleman was loud in exclama- 

and tion againit the ſuppoſed increaſe of the influence of the 

er crown, he was ſetting up an influence of a much more danger- | 
* ous nature, an influence over Parliament, not only tending to c 
ud fetter the freedom of debate, but tending likewiſe to awe 


that Houſe in its eſſential proceedings. After reprohating 
this fort of menace 1n very decided terms, and ftating va- 
nous objections to the clauſe, Mr. Attorney declared that 
he ſhould vote againſt the clauſe, either in its divided ſtate, 
as now propoled by the honourable gentleman, or alto- 
gether. 
Mr. Dempſter roſe, as he ſaid, to defend his honourable Mr. Demp+ 
friend [Mr. Burke] who he perceived was almoſt exhauſt-Aer. 
ed, from the imputation of his wiſhing chat Houſe to con- 
fider his bill as his edliét, and expecting, like the King of 
France, that the Houſe of Commons would implicitly 
regiſter it on the bare aſſertion of his %% dixit, without 
examination and without diſcuſſion. What his honourable 
friend had ſaid, he declared, warranted no ſuch interpreta=- 
tion, but it might very fairly be put on the conduct of the 
miniſter, who had for a ſeries of ycars treated that Houſe 
8 if it had been the Parliament of Paris, If the miniſter 
choſe to purſue the American war, what had he to do, but 
to bring the edit, and it was inſtantly regiſtered ! If he | 
wanted more money, no matter how much, nor how ill the | 
people could afford ir, the moment the edict was produced [7 
by the miniſter, the Houle regiſtered it, and granted the 
money ! | 
Let the miniſter want to impoſe an additional weight of 
taxes, what had he to do, more than to come down with an | 
edit, and it was inſtantly regiſtered, and the taxes impoſed ! 
In ſhort, for years, the miniſter had founded his whole ſy- 
ſtem of government, on edits, which that Houſe had 
moſt complyingly regiſtered, Mr. Dempſter, defended the 
Vor. XVII, D d d bill 
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bill in a very liberal manner, and made a diſtinction be. 
tween ſuch parts as ſtruck him as reprehenfible, and ſuch 
as he faw in a contrary point of view. 

On the queſtion being put, that the words be aboliſheg" 


tand after the words ** treaſurer of the chamber,” the com- 


mittee divided, 
For the motion, - - 158 
Againſt it, - - - 211 

Mr. Burke having loſt this point, declared his indifference 
to what became of the reſt of the bill. 

Mr. Fox however rouſed him to his wonted attention to it, 
by arguing on the neceſſity of their ſtill going through with 
the bill, and if they got ever fo little more than they had 
already gained, it would be worth the ſtriving for. Even, 
he ſaid, if they could not obtain more than the abolition of 
the ſeven lords of trade, he ſhould, after having gone through 
the bill, think that had been worth the ſtruggle, becauſe, az 
he was determined, and he doubted not but his honourable 
friend would join with him in renewing the bill from ſeſſion 
to ſeſſion, till they effected the wiſhed for purpoſe of demo- 
liſhing the influence of the crown, they would have ſevendf 
the enemy leſs to fight againſt, 


Mr. Burks Mr, Burke admitted the force of the argument, and the 


Col. Barre, 


committee, after a few words from Mr, Turner, went 
through the whole of the clauſe, negativing every pat 
of it. 7 

The committee then adjourned, after agreeing to report a 
progreſs, and aſked leave to ft again. 2 

1 he Houle role a little before two o'clock. 

March 21. 

Colonel Barre, as ſoon as the above matter was got fd 
of, ſaid he had a motion to propoſe which he hoped would 
not be objeAed to; if it ſhould appear likely to create 3 
debate, he would withdraw it, and move it another day. 
His motion was, 

© That the Houſe of Commons be put into a com- 
mittee on the 10th day of April next, to conſider of the 
extraordinaries of the army incurred in 1759, and to con- 
ſider of the moſt proper methods for limiting the expence 
of the army to the grants of Parliament.” 

The Colonel, before he fat down, ſpoke of the neceſſity 
of ſtrictly examining into theſe accounts, and attempting 4 
leaſt to provide ſome mode of reducing more of them 0 
eftimates in future, than was now the caſe, He complain 


. 
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of the enormous ſum to which the extraordinaries had 
ately ſwelled, and of the difficulties thrown in the way 
of all examination, declaring that when he applied at one 
office for particular papers relative to them, the anſwer 
was, that the paper he aſked for muſt be got from ſome 
other office, and ſo on. He referred to ſeveral pages of 
the printed account, and inſtanced very large ſums which 
were charged under one general item, without any expla- 
ration whatever, 


The motion was ſeconded by David Hartley, Eſq. 


387 


Sir Charles Bunbury thanked the honourable gentleman for Sir Char 
making it, and ſaid, that unleſs that part of the public ex- Bunbury. 


penditure, which might pers be termed the expence of 
the army, was voted upon eſtimate, it was impoſſible for the 
Houſe to know whether their vote was proportionable to 
the ſize of expence neceſſary, or whether the ſize of the 
amy was equal to the objects of the war. In order to 
ſhew, that ſuffering the army extraordinaries to increaſe 
ſo much was a cuſtom of modern growth, Sir Charles read 
an extract from a pamphlet written by the late Sir Robert 
Walpole (when he was Mr. Walpole) on the ſubject of the 
navy debt. This extract contained a remark, that, “ from 
the nature of the navy ſervice, it was impoſſible to produce 
previous eſtimates of the whole year's expenditure, as was 
the cuſtom for the expence of the army, which, from its 
different conſtitution, was always voted for by eſtimate.” 


The Secretary at Har roſe, not to object to the motion, The Secre- 
but merely to ſay a few words in reply to what had fallen .at For. 


from the honourable gentleman who made it. Mr, Jen- 
kinſon then declared, that the extraordinaries of the army, 
amounting to ſo large a ſum, was no new matter ; that 
More than once, in the courſe of the laſt war, they had 
been greater; and that as to the idea of providing ſome 
dener mode of keeping the army accounts, it was what he 
moſt ſincerly wiſhed for, and ſhould be exceedingly happy 
t hear any ſuch propoſed. He preſumed, indeed, that 
among the other good conſequences of the bill for a com- 
miffion of accounts, which had been propoſed by the no- 
ble Lord near him, that would be one, as the army ac- 
counts would neceſſarily come under the cognizance of 
he commiſſioners, as well as the other public accounts, 
With regard to what the honourable gentleman had ſaid, 
about the difficulties of getting at matters relative to the 
amy, he could only ſay, that as far as regarded his office, 

| Ddd 2 every 
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Col. Barre. 


Lord Nerch.. Lord North agreeable to the notice he had given on the 


the conduct and co 


from which day therefore the company had three years right 
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every reaſonable ſatisfaction was always ready to be given. 
The honourable gentleman muſt know, that the conduct of 
the army, at home, was all that the war- office was imme. 
diately anſwerabe for; the army in America was under 

gnizance of others, and it was abſolute] 
impoſſible to give accounts of expences relative to then, 
in detail, till ſuch accounts were ſo tranſmitted home, 
The Secretary at War mentioned the abſurd conſtitution 
of the army in France, which, while ſtationed, was pail 
by the War Miniſter, but when marching was paid by the 
Comptroller General; in conſequence of which, if the lat. 
ter refuled the former the neceſſary ſum for the expence 
of the army, he had nothing to do but to put the army in 
motion, and the Comptroller General muſt provide for its 
pay. He ſtated, that the caſe was widely different her, 
and that his warrants were inefficient, unleſs ſigned by the 
Lords of the Treaſury. 

Colonel Bare ſaid, the honourable gentleman had made it 
neceſſary for him to put a queſtion or to two to him relative 
to the extraordinaries on the table, 

The Secretary in reply, declared he would make himf{ef 
maſter of every doubt which the honourable gentleman had 
from time to time ſtated, againſt the 10th of April, and would 
then be rgady to anſwer any queſtion the honourable gentle- 
man might chule to propotc. - 

The motion was put and carried, 


15th (that he ſhould this day move the Houle, that the 
Speaker give notice to the Eaſt India Compay, that Pars 
liament intend to pay them off in the courſe of the three 
years that their charter has to run, from the 15th of April 
next) roſe, and ſaid, he had for ſome time paſt expected that 
he ſhould have received propoſals from the Eaſt India Com- 
pany for a renewal of their charter, but as none had come, 
he thought it his duty to inform the Houſe, that agreeable u 
certain ſtipulations in various acts of Parliament, the Eaft 
India Company's charter would have three years to come 
of it, from the 25th of March, but as the ſtile had been 
altered fince the bargain was originally made, the new ſtil 
changed the day, and carricd it forward to the fifth of Apnh 


to an excluſive trade to the Eaſt Indies, but no more, pi: 


vided that Parliament gave notice to pay them off tt 
| | | 4, 200,00% 


A. 1780. D:E B:& TT ES 


4200, oool. which was due to them from the public on or af- 
ter that day. His Lordſhip owned he had ſeen certain pro- 
poſitions, which he had thought might have been made the 
baſis of a treaty for a new charter, but on the directors re- 
ferring them to the general court, they had been reprobated 
by the majority of the proprietors, and other propoſitions had 
deen framed, and ſent to him, which he thought were by no 
means ſufficiently advantageous, nor ſuch as, in his opinion, 
the public ought to accede to, He ſtated the right of the 
public either to the whole of the territorial acquiſitions and 
revenues, or if the company were allowed to hold the excluſive 
trade longer, to a participation of the profits—the company 
however not having offered him ſuch propoſitions as appeared 
fit for him to treat upon, it was his duty to ſtate the matter to 
the Houſe, and to make the neceſſary motion. In order to 
ground it properly, he moved that 

The act of the 17th George II. cap. 17, be read, as alſo 
the 4th, gth, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 15th ſections.“ 

* That notice be given, that the capital ſtock or debt of 
4,200,0001. and all arrears of annuity due and payable in 
reſpect thereof from the public to the united company of mer- 
chants trading to the Eaſt Indies be paid on the 5th of April, 
1183. agreeable to the power of redemption in the ſaid act.“ 


whether the noble Lord was not content with having loſt 
America? Or, was he determined not to quit the ſituation 
in which he ſtood, till he had reduced the dominions of the 
Crown to the confine, of Great Britain? What good could 
the preſent motion be attended with, or rather, what evil 
might it not produce? The motion was a threat, and the 
idicſlt of all poſſible menaces, becauſe it was made at a time, 
when the noble Lord knew in his own mind, that he neither 
Intended nor was Capable of carrying it into execution. 
Why then throw it out, unleſs the noble Lord wiſhed to 
uin the Eaſt India Company's poſſeſſions in India, and to de- 
re this count:y of the ample revenue ſhe received through 
the commetce and trade of that company ? It was ridiculous, 
was dangerous to threaten, when men dared not perform 
whit they threatened, Let the noble Lord, let the Houſe, 
urn their eyes to the probable conſequences of that threat! 
00d God, what a ſcene of anarchy, confuſion, diſtreſs, and 
"win, would it not occaſion! Suppoſing even for a moment 
that the nole Lord really intended putting his threat in exe- 
tion, and was capable of doing it, mult not the public ſuf 
krconliderably ? How was the money to be paid off? Did 
not 


339 


Mr. Fox roſe, to give a negative to the motion. He aſked Mr. Fer. 
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not the noble Lord know he was obliged to pay the debt xt 
par, and therefore as the 4,200,000]. ſtood at the intereſt of 
three per cent. and three per cents. were at ſixty, the public 
muſt neceſſarily loſe a clear forty per cent. by every 109|, 
they paid off. But how was the noble Lord to ſecure there. 
venues which the public were to derive from the territorial ac. 
quiſuions of the company? How was he to get them home! 
Did not the noble Lord know that the company was the be 
medium through which they could poffibly paſs ? Had he a plin 
for any new company, and had he a deſign to eſtabliſh a ney 
company on the ruins of the preſent? Was that the noble 
Lord's gratitude to thoſe to whom his country was ſo highly 
obliged, as the preſent Eaſt-India Company? The node 
Lord muſt know that he could not by law grant an exclufine 
trade to a new company, and where would his new company, 
if any ſuch project he had in view, get their capital? He mu Jo1 
know that the company would laugh at his idle menace; x | 
leaſt he hoped to God they would, and not take it as a ſerious 
matter, meant to be followed by the paying off the 4,200,000], 
It they did, woe be to the revenue, woe be to the public, we 
to all our acquiſitions in India! The company, if they ex- il: 
pected a diſſolution, might put every thing in India to the 
riſque, in order to get home as large a ſtock as pofſible, that 
their ultimate dividend might be ſwelled. Thus their preſent 
induſtry, ſerviceable and beneficial as it was to themſelves and 2t 
to the public, would be directed from its courſe, and be ren» 
dered dangerous and prejudicial to the public in the extremel 
degree. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had ſeen in newſpapers, the propoſitions 
agreed on by the general court of proprietors and rejected bf 
the noble Lord. They certainly were not altogether ſuch ee 
he ſhould approve, but comparatively conſidered with a c 
ſolution of the company, they were moſt advantageous eon 
deſirable. The one muſt lead to certain ruin, the other 

reat wealth and great revenue. He imputed the bad under 
Bonding between the company and the noble Lord, to tif 
noble. Lord's having attempted to poſſeſs himſelf of the pat 
nage of the company, and having by the means of his ſecreth 
ry endeavoured to carry every thing his own way in Leadth 
hall-ftreet, declaring that he ſuppoſed they would not, on lk 
account, treat with the noble Lord at all. After a variety 
warm expreſſions, all tending to ſupport the idea that 1 
would follow to the revenue derived from the commerce of i 
company, and that we ſhould loſe ail we had acquired in! 
dia, if Parliament broke with them, and ſeriouſly gave 
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the notice the noble Lord had moved, he concluded, with ear- 
nelly exhorting the noble Lord to change his intention, and 
not to act hoſtilely . the companp, at leaſt at preſent. 


attempted to poſſeſs himſelf of the patronage of the company; 
the imputation was wholly unmerited by him, and the aſſertion 
was not founded in fact, He had, as he had frequently ſaid, 
occaſionally recommended a perſon, but he defied any man to 
prove, that he had ever once aimed at obtaining the patronage 
of the company ; the gentlemen with whom he had from time 
totime treated, would, he doubted not, do him the juſtice to 
declare, that from what had paſſed on thoſe occaſions, there 
25 not the leaſt appearance of his having, or wiſhing to have, 
he patronage, which had been alluded to. 

]he honourable gentleman had called his motion a threat 
and a menace ; he begged leave to ſay, that it was not meant 
$4 threat; it was meant merely as putting in a claim on the 
tehalf of the public, to the reverſion of a right which un- 
loubtedly belonged to them, at that moment when it was eſpe- 
ally proper that it ſhould be formally made. Did gentle- 
ten conſider, that if the notice was not now given, the com- 
yy would unavoidably hold in their poſſeſſion that which 
wht in three years (unleſs a proper ſatisfaction was made 
Ira new leaſe) to revert to the public, longer than they 
ught to hold it, and longer than it was intended that they 
would hold it, when the charter was renewed, as was then ex- 
fly ſtipulated. The honourable gentleman had declared 
atthe Eaft-India company would laugh at the notice, becauſe 
7 muſt know that it could not be ſeriouſly intended; it 
vuld be the Eaſt-India company's fault if the notice was car- 
into execution. But he would not have the honourable 
itleman ſuppoſe that if the preſent company broke up and 
ned their ſtock, that the public would, as a neceſſary con- 
uence, loſe the revenues ariſing from the territorial acquiſi- 
Sin India, He truſted there were means of ſecuring both 


one and the other, Hedid not with to break with the 
1 lent company, he did not deſire to drive them to the neceſ- 
det of a diſſolution, but the company ought not to imagine 


at the public lay at their mercy, The public had a 
Iit to Jook for great reſources from the company, and 
n the territorial acquiſitions in India, The company 
tl was now eſtabliſhed, he was free to own, was the beſt 
num of bringing home the revenues from the Indies; 
if the company were ſo unreaſonable and ſo thoughtleſs as 
o come to a fair bargain with the public, a new company 


Lord North denied in the moſt direct terms his having ever Lord Nertb. 


2 might 
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might be formed, and ſuch plans adopted as might remedy 
theevilthreatened to the revenue. 

Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke ſaid he execrated the narrow idea of bargainin 
with the Eaſt-India company as if we were treating with 2 
enemy, and on the ſuppoſition, that every thing we did ng 
get by the bargain, was ſo much Joſs to us. He reprobateg 
the intention to give notice to the company, according to the 
motion, as the moſt wicked, abſurd, abandoned, profligate 
mad, and drunken intention, that ever was formed | he regye. 
hended alſo in the ſtrongeſt terms of ridicuie the ſpeculztion 
of a new company, Note, that like a new Miſſy 
ſcheme, it was only fit for ſuch a bubble projector as I. 
Law; he afferted in round and direct terms, that the atteny 
would be big with ruin to all who ventured on it ; he alloye 
that in this country, there might always be found men enough 
who were ready to bite at a bubble, but declared, that that 
who were ſo weak and incautious to join in ſuch a mad and 
drunken ſcheme, would loſe their all by it; this, it might he 
ſaid, was mere ſpeculation, ſo was the noble Lord's idea of 1 
new company, and till they were tried, his ſpeculation vun 
good as the noble Lord's. He contended that Parliament 
were not ripe to come to a deciſion on a point of ſo much in. 
portance, as that of giving the Eaſt India company noticy 
that Parliament would pay off the 4, aco, o. Before the 
Houſe attempted that raſh ſtep, before the noble Lord hazardel 
his ſpeculation of a new c6mpany, the ſtate of the company 


accounts ought to be laid before them, the ſtate of the acqui- t 
fitions in India, the ftate of the revenues, -and every other w 
paper and document that could enable the Houſe to forma Ir 
Opinion and judge for themſelves ; he repeated]y afſertt ve 
that they were not yet ripe to form any ſuch opinion oral L. 
ſuch judgment. It was the rapacity of the miniſter to gain ca 
great revenue from America, that had loſt us the thirteen d | 
Jonies, Let that be a warning to the Houſe not to let ther 1 
venue miſlead them again. Let them regard the Eaſt [nd oe 
company as their friends, as their beſt commercial allies, 4 bac 
as their brethren. I he noble Lord talked of the public, a | 
the rights of the public; the Eaſt India company was 2 der 


of that public; as dear to the Houſe, and as worthy their v 
tention, as the noble Lord and his ſpeculations of revenue, 
any miniſter who now did or ever had exifted, After put 
ing the ſubje& with great animation, and in the moſt go mor 
terms, Mr. Burke ſpoke more coolly, and ſaid, he aſked ꝶ 
don if he had been betrayed into too much warmth, but hon, 
vaſt importance of the ſubje& had impreſſed itſelf ſo ſtrog 
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on his feelings, that it was impoſſible for him, on hearing ſuch 

a fatal, ſuch an alarming motion, to ſpeak of it with modera- 

tion. He urged the noble Lord not to preſs the motion at 

preſent, and concluded with moving the previous queſtion, 

Mr. Gregory expreſſed a wiſh, that government would come Nr. Grege« 
to ſome agreement, without treating on the conditions in Par- ry. | 
lament, He agreed with both the honourable gentlemen 

who ſpoke before him, that the Houſe ought not to enter into 

the buſineſs in a rafh, precipitate manner, but conſider it with 

all poſſible caution and circumſpeCtion ; an affair which, in 

his opinion, called for the united wiſdom of the ableſt men in 

the kingdom, He profeſſed his readineſs to aſſiſt in giving 

the beſt information which a reſidence of upwards of twenty 

years in the Eaſt-Indies had enabled him to collect; and 

earneſtly recommended to both ſides of the Houſe, to conſi- 

ter the queſtion as a great queſtion of ſtate, in which the in- 

tereſt, power, and dignity of this country were moſt eſſentially 
concerned, 

Mr. Reus made a long ſpeech, and ſpoke with great Mr. Nate 

warmth, He deſcribed the interior of the country, the miſ- 
managements and oppreſſions committed by the nominal ſer- 
vants of the company, who were countenanced and ſupported 
by a faction in government at home, The government, it was 
tue, was carried on under the name of the company, accord - 
ing to the forms of its conſtitution ; but it was equally true, 
that miniſters here had created a power and intereſt on the ſpot, 
which defeated every meaſure adopted in Leadenhall- ſtreet. 
In a recent inſtance, well known, government had been ſub- 
verted there. He then ſpoke of the arreſt and impriſonment of 
Lord Pigot, and entered into ſeveral of the particulars which 
came out in that tranſaction, 

Mr. Stratton roſe to juſtify his conduct; ſaid, the govern- Mr. Krar- 
ment had not been ibrerted ; that the ſteps taken on that“ 
occaſion were neceſſary, and prevented the ſubverſion which 
had been unjuſtly attributed to the actors of that buſineſs, | 

Mr, Rows ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed how the honourable gen- Mr. Neur. | 
fleman could pretend to ſay, that the government at Madras 
was not ſubverted. The honourable gentleman diſclaimed 
the ring any concern or any thing to do with the claim of 


pur Mr. Benfield on the Rajah's country, under the pretence of 
low money lent to the Nabob, on the revenues, or crop; but 
ed en the honourable gentleman was ſo ready to pledge his 
dur bonour, as having no concern with Mr. Benfield, would he 


go alittle farther, and pledge it, that he, nor the perſons with 
Whom in this tranſaction he had acted, entered into no pri- 
Vor. XVII. Eee vate 
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vate treaty with the Nabob, his ſons, or his agents, for de. 
feating the purpoſes for which Lord Pigot was ſent out by the i 
company, namely, the reſtoration of the Rajah of Tanjore o 
his dominions, which had been wreſted from him by the aig 
and affiſtance of thoſe very perſons, who afterwards oppoſed 
that Prince's reſtoration ; and when they found that imprac. WW: 
ticable, oppoſed the giving the Rajah the poſſeſſion of his coun. b 
try, unleſs he acknowledged himſelf bound to repay why 
they pretended to have advanced to the Nabob on the rey. 
nues of Tanjore. 
Mr. Strat- Mr. Stratton repeated his former aſſertion, that the goven. 
22 ment had not been ſubverted; that he had undergone a trig 
for the facts now charged againſt him; that the ſentence 
upon that trial plainly ſhewed, that none of the perſons con- 
cerned in the arreſt of Lord Pigot were deemed as having in. 
tended to ſubvert government; and as to any private treay 
with the Nabob, he could repeat upon his honour, that he ne- 
ver was a party to any treaty with him, nor did not belieye 
any ſuch ſuppoſed treaty ever exiſted. He acted from a ſenk 
of duty, and was ready to contend, that the conduct of the 
majority of the council originated in motives, not of choice, 
but of the moſt extreme neceſſity. 
Attorn The Attorney General [Mr. Wedderburne] obſerved, thi 
Genera! no man was more ready to give credit to the aflertion of a get 
tleman given upon his honour than he was; but private aſu- 
rances, however reſpectable, had no weight with him, whe 
they militated againſt public judgments, legally and ſolemnly 
pronounced. Nay, he would go farther, not even oaths, The 
honourable gentleman had been convicted by the verdict of: 
jury, by the legal and conſtitutional voice of his county, df 
having ſubverted the government of Madraſs. He was ot 
therefore permitted to doubt of the fact, ſofar as that went, A 
to the honourable gentleman's intentions, as ſet ſorth in his 
fidavits ſworn toin common with others, he by no means it- 
tended to controvert thetruth of them. Whatever they migit 
be, however true, ſtill he was entitled to ſay, that the charged 
having ſubverted the government was not only proved, bu 
declared by the judgment of his peers. | 
It was not his builneſs, in that place, to review the ſentene 
aſſed upon the honourable gentleman and his colleagues. pr 
he court did not think that the facts found were ſuch, ov 
laid, as to juſtify the ſentence prayed by him, acting unde 
the direction of that Houſe. The court might have, n 
doing, ated very properly; but ſtill the material part of ts 
charge was maintained, though the intention of the offer 


o far wrought on the court, as to mitigate the ſeverity of the 
ſentence, The argument of intention, if carried its full 
length, would go to the impeachment of the ſentence, as well 
a5 the verdict. That he believed was not what the honoura- 
ble gentleman meant; he ſpoke, he preſumed, to the mea- 
ſure of the puniſhment, not to ſay that no puniſhment was 
due, becauſe no crime had been committed, 


had done nothing but their duty. The public, upon a re- 
newal of the charter, had moſt certainly a right to impoſe 
terms upon the Eaſt-India Company, and had no other 
bounds in dictating thoſe terms than the genera! intereſt, 
That general intereſt could be no otherwiſe ſupported than 
by fair, equitable, practicable terms on the part of govern- 
ment, If they were ſuch as the company would not be able 
toperform, the conſequence would be, that the company muſt 
beruined, and the nation be diſappointed ; in truth, their in- 


ſerve or hurt one Without materially ſerving or hurting the 
other, 
This being his opinion, he ſupported the propoſitions made 


ell 

ſu. WW by the noble Lord to the directors in the general court; be- 
hen eauſe, though perhaps they did not meet exactly his ideas, they 
- forced a proper baſis for a treaty, to be afterwards modelled 
The Wn Parliament. The proprietors propoſitions ſtood partly in 
ie ſame predicament, though farther removed off the true 
\ of WWeround; but this e wou'd ſay, that either or both contained 


matter very fit for: Parliamentary diſcuſſion, where they muſt 
come, in any event, at laſt (o receive the ſanction of the le- 
ilature. The preſent motion, beſides being ſanctioned by 
de authority of an act of Parliament, naturally led to that 
paint, It would of courſe bring the whole buſineſs under the 


1 of that Houſe, where only it could be finally ad- 
ured, 


proper ideas, and called moſt loudly fer the interference of 
tat Houſe, where only the evil could be cotrected. 


znds About forty years ſince a ſyſtem of oppreſſion had been 
1n "opted by the Indian Princes. A ſeries of uſurpations, 
F ti rupples, and civil wars, firſt gave birth to it. Princes were 


'epoled, competitors daily roſe up, and uſurpations almoſt 
early happened within the empire of Indoſtan, The victor 


dir G. Wombwel/ denied that adminiſtration had improperly Sir G. 
interfered in the atfairs of the Eaſt-India company. They Venbwell. 


tereſt was ſo inſeparably connected, that it was impoſlible to 


The Attorney General went very fully into the \ ubject of the Attorney 
«al government in India; ſaid it was conducted upon very General. 


* uſurper, having acquired dominion by force and violence, 


Eeez had 
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had no intereſt in the dominion thus acquired. He looked 
upon his throne to be held by a very precarious tenure, and of b 
courſe endeavoured, by extortion and oppreſſion, to amaſs mo- 


n. 0 
ney during his temporary government, far the purpoſe of ena. A 
bling him to defend his crown againſt the next competito,, MW. 
or to render himſelf a rich individual when it ſhould became by 
his turn to be diſpoſſeſſed. Hence the ſubject was oppreſſed ' 
beyond meaſure. The full value of the foil, that being the in 
ſource of all revenue in India, was taken, and the tenant o- bh 
landholder, inſtead of labouring for himſelf and the ſtate, wa th 
compelled to labour only for the lord of the foil. He would be 
appeal to gentlemen's experience and feelings, whether tha iſ; 
country muſt not in the end be ruined or depopulated where K 
ſuch a policy prevails ? This might be excuſed in ſome mez- | 

ſure in thoſe whoſe religion, manners, and policy taught then 1 
to ſuppoſe, that the many were created for the — of ad. 
miniſtering to the enjoyments, happineſs, and dignity of the 


few; but under an Engliſh government, ſuch an idea wat 
the laſt degree prepoſterous, impolitic, and abſurd, What, 
however, had the Eaſt-India company done? They had cv 
pied the barbarous policy of thoſe to whoſe poſſeſſions they 
ſucceeded ; they copied the fame ſyſtem of oppre ſſion, by 
which at length they defgated the only end ſuch a ſyſtem 
could anſwer, that of enormous ſums drawn from the ſweat 
and toil of the miſerable inhabitants, 

To reform this ſhameful abuſe ought to be, in his opinion, 
one great object with Parliament, He thought the people, 
beſides the ſcanty ſubſiſtence they drew from their labour and 
induſtry, ought to have an intereſt, a ſtake in the government 
of the country they lived in; they ſhould be rewarded for thei 
induſtry. It would hold them by ties the moſt indiſſoluble i 
a government which held out perſona] rewards for honeſt ins 
duſtry. It would create an affection and attachment; it would 
render them not only uſeful, but dutiful and loyal ſubjeds; 
but above all, it would give a permanency and ſtability to out 
government, which could not be acquired by any ſtrength 
terror derived merely from the ſuperior ſkill and bravery d 
our troops. The Britiſh ſubjects in Indoſtan muſt ſoon i 
the difference between them and the ſubjects of the Mahone 
tan and native Princes. This, ſooner or later, would nau 
rally lay a foundation of ſtrength and internal proſper 
which would render our poſſeſſions in that country as F® 
manent as any one part of the Britiſh empire. He wol 
therefore recommend to the Houſe, when the affairs of ® 
Eaſt India Company came before it, to pay a ſpecial atteat 


to this particular. The preſent territorial revenue, as he 
heard in the courſe of the debate, had been ſtated at three 
millions four hundred thouſand pounds per annum. He 
would maintain, that though ſome defalcation ſhould be 
made in the rents to the landholders, that defalcation would 
be amply made up in other reſpects. The revenues would 
be more regularly paid; there would be fewer deficiencies; 
in ſhort, in every point of policy, commerce, population, 


Yr and even revenue, he was perſuaded that the adoption of 
de plan which he had thus haftily thrown out, would 
0 be found much preferable to the preſent ſyſtem of per- 


ſonal oppreſſion, and all the miſchiefs which ariſe from 

mpoſing rack-rents upon the wretched people of that 

country. 

. Ongley called upon the noble Lord to know why he L,οννανε. 
uns in ſuch a hurry to give notice to the company. He 

mas not obliged to give notice till the 5th of April. His 

Lordſhip alto ſpoke to various other matters relative to the 


* WWWubje ct. 

* Lord North replied, and explained the meaning of his Lord North 
b preſent motion; a motion which precluded no propoſitions 

I be hereafter made by the company, nor prevented Par- 

„ lament from acceding to any, but which of neceſſity he 


mas bound to make at that time, or let a year of the pub- 
ck's right to the reverſion of the trade flip away, and 
vithout any conſideration. 
Mr. Huſſey approved of the noble Lord's motion, and in Mr. Haſ. 
ep to one of the ſpeakers, who had termed the Eaſt- 
india company great and glurious, he denied that they de- 
red thoſe epithets, declaring that the company ought to 


it 

* & regared with a jealous eye by Parliament, or from groſs 
vl umanagement, the directors would loſe all our acquiſi—- 
in in India. He thought the propoſitions, which the 


liretors had propoſed as having been aflented to as the 


na of a treaty by the noble Lord, ſuch as the company 
T ght to have acceded to, and being a proprietor, he had 
eic at the general court accordingly. 

+ Hit length the Houſe divided on the previous queſtion, 

uu Ayes — 68. 

nc - - - 142. 
e original queſtion was then put and carried. 


This buſineſs over, Mr. Fox moved © that a liſt of Mr. Fox. 
* names of the perſons who ſubſcribed for this year's 
| loan 
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Col. Barre. 


loan of twelve millions be preſented to that Houſe”. 


Lord North. 
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Ordered. | 

Lord North brought in his bill for appointing commiſfion- 
ers of the public accounts; upon this 

Colonel Barre roſe, and after taking notice of the ver 
unhandſome manner the noble Lord conducted himſelf, in 
taking the buſineſs out of his hands, produced a bill which 
had been paſſed the 2nd of William and Mary, and which 
had been almoſt literally copied in the 10th of Queen Anne, 
It was not neceſſary to enter into any narrative, he ſaid, hoy 
it came to paſs that the great objects held out by both big 
were eventually defeated. It was ſufficient for him to ob- 
ſerve, that ſuch a bill, exactly the ſame in title with that 
now preſented by the noble Lord, had been paſſed at the 
period firſt alluded to. 

He then proceeded to ſtate the difference between both 
bills. The preient bill went only to three points, the mode 
of accounting, the defects in that mode, and report of the 
balances in the hands of certain officers in high truft, The 
bill in his hand went generally to the whole of the public 
expenditure, to the treaſury, admiraſty, navy, army, al 
the ſubordinate boards and public eſtabliſhments, and what 
was now deemed a kind of political blaiphemy, eren 
to the ſacred expenditure of the whole of the civil liſt. He 
had that act in his poſſeſhon for ſome days; ſfomeiumes at 
home, ſometimes in his pocket, but never out of his po 
ſeſſion. When it had been ſtrongly contended by leverd 
gentlemen on the oppoſite benches, of the firſt weight ad 
authority in this country, one of them profefling himſelf! 
revolution whig, [Lord Weſtcote] and the other a learnel 
gentleman | Advocate of Scotland | who contended, that 00 
precedent previous to the revolution ought to be attended ty 
but every precedent fince ought ; it might ſeem ſtrange tit 
he had not ſtood forth and produced the precedent which k 
held in his hand. He had ſome reaſons for not doing ſo; à 
one time the act was not in his pocket, when it was he @ 
clined to produce it, for motives which he was not obligt 
to explain, But more particularly it might be aſked, wit 
many of the ſupporters of his honourable friend's bill TM 
Burke] differed reſpecting the clauſe which was loſt in u 
committee the preceding evening by a great majority, a 
teſtified their diſſent merely on the ground of 1mpropi 
and want of precedent, why he had not produced the a0 


a precedent perfectly applicable? All he thought fit to 


* 
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was, that he was much indiſpoſed, and unable to ſpeak, on 
account of a hoarſeneſs, which the Houſe, he preſumed, 
could not help obſerving he ſtill lahoured under. Indeed, 
he ſpoke with ſo much pain, that nothing but the abſolute 
neceffity of ſaying a few words could have induced him to 
nile. 

He next proceeded to the two concluding clauſes of the 
ad, which he ſaid contained the moſt inequivocal proofs, 
that not only the affirmative or directory part of it went to 
2n enquiry into the whole of the expenditure of the civil 
lit, but that the proviſo ſtated the fingle exception to the 
general rule, He then read the proviſional exception; “ that 
nothing in this act ſhould extend, or be conftrued to extend, 
ino any enquiry reſpecting the iſſue of money for the uſe of 
he privy purſe, or for ſecret ſervice.” This proviſional ex- 
ption was-however further modified by the concluding pro- 
10: “provided always, ſays the act, that the ſaid enquiry 
o extend to all penſions, &c. payable, due; or growing 
ve, which have been granted fince a certain day in the 
onth of November, 1688, to the ſeſſion in which ſaid 
dt was to take its commencement z namely, the year 


bot.“ 

& that not only the whole of the official eſtabliſhments, 
avy, army, ordnance, and all the ſubordinate boards, were 
ie objects of the act of 1691 and 1711, but likewiſe the 
il lit expenditure, under the two heads of the privy purſe 
d tecxet ſervice; the latter of which was not exempt from 
qury, ſo far as the ſame might be iſſued in private pen- 
ons with-held from the public eye. 

After having very fully commented upon the dire& vari- 
dee both in principle and object, between the bill now pre- 


arntd ted by the noble Lord, and that which he had read, he 
„ ed leave to aſſure the noble Lord, that he was miſtaken, 
f * he imagined that the petitioners, or the great body of the 


lented, They were not ignorant how that bill came into 
bands, or in the manner, he would ſay the ungentleman- 
ie, uncandid manner it had been wreſted out of his. It 
ld, after what he now had ſtared, require no great in- 
ry to perſuade them, that his bill, had it been permitted 
proceed, would have proved ſomething extremely differ- 
t from the ſhameful impoſture, the ſcandalous deceit, en- 
Youred to be put upon them by the ſhadow now pro- 
&d; they would, they muſt perceive, that the preſent bill 

| meant 


ole of England, were to be impoſed upon by the bill now 
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meant nothing, even of what it pretended to import, much 
leſs of any thing ſubſtantial, or which went to the root of 
the evil. It was a cheat, a ſcandalous cheat, of the moſt 
groſs kind and clumſy texture. He truſted the people gf 
England would conſider it as ſuch ; he felt, he was perſyzg. 
ed, they would; and perceiving not only that it was meant 
to anſwer no ſubſtantial purpoſe, but that, under the ide 
of doing ſomething, it was meant as a trick on the public 
to divide, diſtract, and ſow diviſions among thoſe why 
virtually meant the ſame thing, but who, acting upon wht 
were called moderate principles, might be detached from the 
great body of the people, under a falſe notion, that allo 
every thing couid not be obtained at once, conſiderabl 
advances might be made in the great ſcheme of public i 
formation. 

He did not riſe to oppoſe the bill in this ſtage, What 
incurable defects it might have in its firſt information, th 
principle of jt commanded his hearty approbation. Theh 
was ordered to be printed; when printed he would 
enabled to ſpeak to the particular parts of it with more] 
.cifion, An eſtabliſhment, he perceived, was to be ma 
clerks appointed, and commiſſioners, with ſalaries annen 
and he preſumed confiderable ones. With thefe minor con 
derations he had nothing to do at preſent ; but before heft 
down, he would, hoarſe as he was, ſay a word or two c 
ſubject not directly coming within the ſubject of the prele 
bill, but in point of effect, and originating from his 

f early intentions, nearly connected with it. What be i 

luded to was relative to two motions which he ta 

the liberty to make about three weeks fince (ſecond! 

| March) the day the noble Lord firſt avowed his intents 

of taking the bill, now in the hands of the chair, ou. 
his who was the author of it. | Here the Colonel enter 
into the minutiæ of that tranſaction, and appealed to! 
Houſe if he had not fairly ſtated it, with all its ha 
circumſtances. ] 

One of the two motions made by him that day went 
the laying before the Houſe the progreſs of the public 
ney, from the time it was taken or extorted from 
pocket of the miſerable, oppreſſed contributor, till it & ode 
ed the exchequer ; and fo on till its final receipt; and 
the commencement of the firſt iſſue till it reached the Wl one 
fon for whom it was originally deſigned, the ſoldich" 
ſeaman, &c, 3 from 


He had draten up à motion for that purpoſe, Before he 
ventured to ſubmit it to the Houſe he ſhewed it to the noble 
Lord; he conſulted him on the propriety of the terms in 
which it was drawn up. His Lordſhip approved of it. He 
afterwards made it, and the Houſe having adopted it, it 
was no longer his but tlieirs. At the time he propoſed the 
motion he accompanied it with a ſhort explanation, and an 
application particularly addreſſed to the noble Lord, be- 
ſerching his Lordſhip's affiſtance, and honeſtly confeſſing 
how futile and nugatory it would be to make ſuch a motion 
without it was firſt underſtood the noble Lord ſhould pro- 
miſe, not a general, but a direct, ſpecific, and ſincere affiſt- 
ance, The noble Lord did pledge himſelf, not to him 
alone, but that Houſe, for ſo ſoon as the motion was a- 
dopted it belonged not to him but to the Houſe. He had 
before pledged himſelf as a gentleman to him; yer what 


has happened? I am not ready to make in this Houſe. 


charges merely perſonal ; but this, on the preſent occaſion, 
I will ay, that the noble Lord broke his word with me, as 
a gentleman, I ſhewed him the motion before I made it, 
| ſuggeſted my doubts. I feared my ignorance of tech- 
nical language of office, I conſulted the noble Lord. I 
entreated his aſſiſtance, he promiſed it. He read the mo- 
tion; he approved of it; yet the noble Lord, at the end of 
three weeks, ſeems to forget every thing he ſaid then; every 
thing he promiſed, The motion went, it of courſe became 
the motion of this Houſe, I endeavoured to inform myſelf 
on the ſubject. I conſulted with one of the fecretaries in 
the noble Lord's department 2 Robinſon.] 1 told him 
hat had been done in conſequence of the order of the 
Houſe, ] called upon gentlemen in the reſpective offices at 
the exchequer, and preſſed expedition in making out the 


accounts moved for. I called at the auditor's; they di- 


rected me to the chamberlain, the chamberlain to the pells, 
the pells to the tellers, and ſo on, ad infinitum. When I 
endeavoured to make myſelf underſtood, they reſpectively 
ſtared, and ſeemed ſurpriſed, and alternately ſhifted me off 
rom one to the other, till, I vow to God! I was inclined to 
believe, that the motion I alluded to was only agreed to in 
Order to render me ridiculous and expoſe my ignorance, Ag 
| ſaid before, I applied to the honourable 127 —— who is 
one of the ſecretaries of the treaſury. He gave me ſome 


little light, At one office, my motion deſeribed a period 
IgE 
ff | 


ichaelmas, 1778, to 
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formed that the accounts were made up from Chriſtmas to 
Chriſtmas; in another, that they were made up in the man- 
ner deſcribed in the motion; that it could anſwer no ſub. 
ſtantial or effectual purpoſe, becauſe the accounts conſiſted 
not ſolely, or perhaps of effectual receipts, in the year 
1778 or 1779, growing and becoming due in. thoſe years, 
but in monies of two or three years back, which had not 
been before paid in. 
Good God ! what a ſtate of trick and impoſition is this! 
I am. not very vain, nor if I were, ſhould I be ready to 
betray any ſymptoms of it in this Houſe ; but I am not 
aſhamed to ſay, that if the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
were as honeſt a man as I am, he would ſcorn to act ſo dif. 
ingenuous and uncandid a part. Why not honeſtly ſay, I 
will oppoſe your motion? I do not like it, nor will I agree 
to it; or 4 do not underſtand it, conſequently it is not 
ſuch as I can give an opinion upon. I do not know that it 
will, or will not, anſwer your expectation; therefore you 
muſt apply to others more converſant in the buſineſs of the 
exchequer than its chancellor, or you muſt exert your own 
induſtry. This would have been the conduct of a fair and 
honeſt, man 5 but, under the ſhameful pretext of active ap- 
probation, for the noble Lord to privately plume himſelf in 
ning three weeks, by a mere trick, which his high fitu- 
tion enabled him to play on this Houſe, was an act ſo much 
beneath him, cither as a member of this Houſe, or the 
oſtenſible miniſter of this country, at leaſt the finance mi- 
niſter, that I want words to expreſs my indignation aud 
rize. | 
he Colonel went into ſome further explanation of the 
ſame. teadency, and concluded with hoping, that the inde- 


- pendent. part of that Houſe, and the nation at large, would 


retain, a proper ſenſe of the conduct of the noble Lord, and 
of the uncommon induſtry he had exerted, in endeayouring 
to defeat the wiſhes of the people. 


Lord North. Lord North ſaid, he was not then prepared to enter into 2 


debate on the bill, becauſe, the preſent was not the proper 
2 7 When it came to that, he ſhould ſupport it, to the 
ft of his abilities, and aſſign ſuch reaſons, as ſeemed (uf- 
ficient to him, to determine his judgment, The bonourable 
gentleman had read the copy of an act of Parliament, palled 
. particular occaſion, to ſhew, that Parliament thought 
y. were: veſted with a power to enquire into and con 
the civil lift, expenditure, He believed ng man wood 
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dertake to controvert the right, in every poſſible cafe, that 
could be put, or in every poſſible ſituation ; but thoſe who 
argued for the application of the general principle in the 
preſent ſtate of public affairs were bound to prove, in his 
opinion, that it became neceſſary to carry it into execution; 
otherwiſe, their argument amounted to this; that whatever 
Parliament might do at one time, they ought, becauſe the 
had a right, to do at another. He b ed pardon of the 
Houſe, for he perceived, that he was inſenſibly tending to- 
wards a debate upon the bill, which he by no means meant; 
the queſtion ſimply before the Houſe being, whether the hill 
ſhould be read a fecond time? The honourable gentleman 
faid, he did not riſe to oppoſe that motion; he ſhould there- 
fore turn his attention to that part of the honourable gentle- 
man's ſpeech, which required an anſwer; and which he 
ſhould give as far as he was able; particularly as it contain 
an accuſation againſt him of a want of candour, and a bre 
of promiſe. | 

e honourable uma ſaid, that he ſhewed his in- 
tended motion for laying before the Houſe, an account of 
the monies received or paid by the contributor through the 
whole progreſs and receipt, till 1ts firſt iſſue at the exchequer ; 
and from thence in its ſeveral iſſues till it came to the hand 
of the perſons for which its uſe was originally deſtined. He 
acknowledged it; and that he gave private aſſurance to the 
honourable gentleman, that having approved of it, he would 
d all in his power to give it effect. He further acknow- 
ledged, that when the motion was afterwards propoſed, and 
the honourable gentleman called upon him for his aſſiſtznee, 
he added a public aſſurance, of the ſame nature, which he 
lad before given in priyate. So far then, the honourable 
gentleman and be perfectly on the ſubject of what 
palſed on that day, both in private converſation, and after- 
wards in the Houſe, and from thefe promiſes, the Houſe 
would be enabled to judge how far the charge 'of a want 
* candour, or breach of promiſe, was fairly imputable to 


He had on the very firſt oportunity, after the vote paſſed, 
given the moſt full and direct orgers to the officers and clerks, 
in the ſeveral offices under his controul, to comply with the 
order. In the treaſury, directly under his om eye, he gave 


ſpecifie directions, as well as general inſtructions. On che 


application of an bonourable friend of bis | Muir. Robiaſon] u- 
luded to by the honourable gentleman, he deſutd him to con- 
# 4 * wa vey 


- - 
T 
ac 
hf YE . 
— Go 


8 


rn Ee 
ecu nte >. CO I I I IENSES— 


n 


8 N EN ** 


> \ 
TID 


re 


— x — TW 


ICED 


— 


7 _s 


PARLIAMENTARY A. % . 


vey a meſſage to the ſeveral officers under his immediate con- 
troul, as Chancellor of the Exchequer, The honourable 
atleman ſaid, that he had applied to his honourable friend, 
who, after conſulting the officers in the Exchequer, (aig, 
that the order, as it was drawn up, could not be complied 
with, If that ſhould happen to be really the caſe, he hoped 
he ſtood. free of any charge. The honourable gentleman'y 
not having drawn up his motion in ſuch a manner that it could 
be practicably obeyed, was ſurely no fault of his, The 5 
honourable gentleman had, in fact, acknowledged the in, 
efficiency of his own motion; ſays he, The period deſcrib, 
ed was from Michaelmas to Michaelmas, in one of the offi 
ces; the accounts being made up to Chriſtmas each year, it 
was impoſſible to comply with the order. Again, he has told 
you, that the receipt between Michaelmas 1778, and Mi. 
chaelmas, 1779, is not the actual receipt of that particular 
year, but is compoſed of monies dye and payable for the tuo 
or three preceeding years, though not actually paid in, til 
within the period ſtated in his motion. Says the honourable 
gentleman, I went to the Auditor's office, and was told I wa 
wrong ; that I ſhould have gone to the Remembrancer's, and 
when I came there, received a ſimilar anſwer, by being refer- 
red to the Pells, and ſo on to the Tellers, the Chamberlain, 
&c, All this may be very true for ought I know, but how 
this can be adduced as a proof of my breach of promiſe, ot WW he 
want of candour, I confeſs ſincerely I am at 4 loſs to come ior 
prehend. | " 
Ido affure the honourable gentleman, however ready he 
may be to throw blame upon me, that I gave the moſt full, 
ſpecific, and inequivocal inſtruftions, that the order might 
not only be literally, but ſubſtantially complied with ; and 
without aſſigning any other reaſon, I think the honourable 
gentleman, ſuppoſing even I were reſponſible for the effect of an 
his motion, has rather been too impatient and precipitate in 
his cenſure, He has ftated it to be very extenſive, and direc: 
red to a great variety of objects. I believe it is not more than 
ten days ſince the order was made; and yet he preſumes that 
there is an intention to defeat it, becauſe the whole of the 
materials have not been laid before now on that table. [Told 
the motion was moved and paſſed on the 2d of March, th 
weeks ſince, all but one day.] 

lis Lordſhip ſaid, that mide no eſſential difference; fot 
there was no ſaying that any improper delay had been made e 
- without the time allowed and the duty performed were fairlf 
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(:lenel Barri re- ſtated ſhortly ſome of his former arguments, Col. Barra. 
He was not ſurpriſed that ſo much induſtry had been uſed, in 
order to defeat the object of his motion; for if ever it ſhould 
de fully complied with, which he truſted the Houſe would 
uke care it ſhould, as it would no longer be his motion, but an 
order of the Hbufe unanimouſly carried, ſuch proofs of fraud 
ad peculation would be diſcloſed as would not only fill the 
Lublic with indignation, but ſhock ſome of the warmeſt 
friends of the 2 adminiſtration. As to the plauſible de- 
fence made by the noble Lord, and his ingenious acknowledg- 
nent of a promiſe of aſſiſtance, it amounted to juſt nothing. 
de fat was, that he had conſulted the noble Lord upon the 
ropriety of the motion before he made it; that if it was in- 
equate to the purpoſes for which it was framed, the noble 
Lord ſhould have been candid enough to have pointed out the 
fefects, and propoſed a remedy at the time; conſequently 
he noble Lord muſt either acknowledge his ignorance of the 
ich office he held in the Exchequer, and the eſtabliſhed mode 
f making up the accounts there, or ſtand convicted of a2 
ant of candour and breach of promiſe, It was impoſlible 
ir bis Lordſhip to evade or avoid one or the other part of the 
ternativez and he moſt readily left the noble Lord to his 
hoice, He truſted, however, that the Houſe would take up 
he matter, after the receſs, in the light of a public document. 
I he motion was no longer his: it belonged to the Houſe, as 
don as it received their ſanction ; conſequently they were 
und, in reſpect of their own authority, to give it effect. 
Ide petitions of their conſtituents, beſides, went to a reform 
| the public expenditure ; and that, he hoped, would be a 
ther incitement, when it was notorious, that it would be 
bpoſhble to reform abuſes in the expenditure of the public 
loney, till the mode of expenditure, and of courſe the abuſes, 
any, ſhould be firſt known, 

The bill was read the firſt time, and ordered to be read the 
ond time after the Eaſter holidays. 
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han Mr. D. Hartley moved for leave to bring in a bill for limit- Mr. Devis 
hat e the number of placemen. Leave was given. Hartley. 

the March 22. | | 

old Hon. 1 St. John ſaid he wiſhed to bring forward one part Hon. J. S. 
res plan of regulation and reform, which had been opened 75. 


the 

the Houſe a few weeks ſince by an honourable gentleman 

lg him, and which he begged leave to take that opportu- 

Jof ſaying, he admired as much as any one of the many, 

0 had ſpoken in its praiſe, though perhaps he ſaw it'in a 

ent point of view from other gentlemen, and thought it 
2 laudable 
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vent the Crown Lands, which ought to produce a reven 


Mr. Burke. 


: luu dable, chiefly in regard, and in proportion to its finanical 
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tendency. The honourable gentleman had done a great dea 
already towards producing to the Houſe a practical mode of 
furthering the plan, and carrying it into execution. Hig in. 
tention in riſing, and his wiſh was, to affiſt in forwarding u 
eſſential part of that plan, in order to do which, it was ge. 
deſſary for him to zſk the honourable gentleman a queſtion, 
The part of the plan he had turned his attention to, was the 
to which he was moſt competent to ſpeak, from the place he 
held under the Crown; a place, that he would venture toſa 
was by no means an inſufficient one. He alluded to the i. 
tention of felling the royal foreſts, and thoſe domains which 
were properly called Crown Lands. This idea ſtruck hiny 
well worthy the attention of Parliament. At preſent, wit 
all his care, it was as much as he was able to effect, to pr 


from becoming burthenſome and expenſive to the ſtate, i 
thought they might be fold in ſuch a manner and on ft 
terms as ſhould render a productive and efficient fund f 
them. He wiſhed therefore to know of the honourable gent 
man when he meant to produce his bill for the ſale of ti 
Crown Lands. Mr. St. John, beſore he fat down, ſtatedi 
what points, relative to Mr. Burke's plan, he differed in opl 
nion from the noble Lord in the blue ribband, and ſu 
other of his friends, as he generally voted with, and gave H 
reaſon for entertaining ſuch a difference of judgment. 
Mr. Burke roſe to reply, and began with complimentin 
the honouraable and learned gentleman, for having ſo properl 
attended to the duties of his place; a place which he was nt 
only ready to agree was an efficient one, but the mot efficia 
of any held under the Crown ; for ſurely no place could 

more uſeful, than that which prevented an efficient 
from becoming an inefficient revenue, which attended ai 
anx dying. fource of income, and by interpoſing, watchin 
and adminiſtering reviving and cordial medicines, when | 
agonies of death were on it, reſcued it from the grave, 
gave it new life. After this exordium, Mr. Burke went 
a kind of general review, not only on his plan, but of Wi... 
reſs he had made in reducing its ſeveral parts to a prion... 


cal ſhape. Though he could not fay he had matured nter 


whole, and put it into form, when he opened his plan w 
Houſe ; he certainly had not attempted to come there the | 
the mere ſhadow of a ſpeculation, nor. had be venture Mer 
Kate the outlines of his plan, before he had made a con ; 
able progreds in putting it into ſhape, The Bill for ſe 
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the Principalities, the Crown Lands, &c. was then in his 
hands, and had been drawn by him ſome time fince. As he 
wiſhed not however to bring any bill into the Houſe, till he 
had done his utmoſt to render it as unqueſtionable as poſſible, 


with leſs caution than ſome men would have uſed, ſhewn it to 
2 number of perſons, and fully opened his intentions reſpec= 
tog it. A large circle of Welſh gentlemen had ſeen it, and 
from ſome objections which had been ſtated, he had been 
bliged to fit down again, and tear the principality of Wales 
put of the bill. Anxious to get the moſt authoritative opinion 
yon it, he had obtained it the inſpection of a great and de- 
rrvedly eminent lawyer, well known to the Speaker, both by 
nme and character? and he was happy to have it in his 
jower to ſay, that the great authority to which he alluded, 
ad not only approved of the principle of the bill, bur had 
iſhed he bad gone further, The bill was, as he had before 
id, in his hand, and would in two minutes be ready to be 
livered to the clerks of the Houſe to copy, It would there- 
de be brought in by him ſoon after the holidays. | 

As ſoon as Mr. Burke and Mr. St. John had ſettled their 


en excited, from what had happened that morning, to 
ul the attention of the Houſe to an affair which he thought 
ented their immediate conſideration, A duel, he under- 
od, had that morning taken place, in confequence of 
me words which had been ſpoken in both Houſes of Par- 


ent went; if this was to go on, and the Houſe did not inter- 
rope e its authority, there would be an end of the freedom of 
yas date, and an end of the buſineſs in Parliament, The 


om ſeemed as if it were growing upon gentlemen, and it 
ved the Houſe to exert itſelf, and proceed in ſuch man- 
revet , that the two recent inftances of the kind might be the 
. When he ſaid this, he by no means wiſhed to put men 
ſpirit into a diſhonourable firvation, It had been his 
fortune more than once to have been engaged in fuch 
airs, and whenever he was called upon, he trufted he 
em Aa ſhew himſelf ready, and do what was proper, But 
was then ſpeaking as a Member of Parliament, and an 
deate for the freedom of debate, If free debate were to 
ured interpreted into perſonal attack, and queſtions of a public 
ure, which came before either Houſe, were to be decided 
ere * he ſword, Parliament would reſemble a Poliſh diet, and 
due Members would do better to give up all ideas of parli- 


ba amentary 


he had, perhaps with more candour than prudence, at leaſt 


xeſtion and anſwer, Sir James Lowther roſe and ſaid, he had Sir James 
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amentary diſcuſſion, to abandon the Senate, and reſort at 
once to the field, where they might have recourſe to arm, a 
as the ſole arbiter of political difference of opinion. 
Me. Adam. Mr. Adam roſe, and —_— the attention of the 1 
Houſe was fixed upon him: He declared the honourable t 
2 had made it neceſſaty for him to ſay a few words, 
auſe moſt clearly the honourable gentleman had alluded 
to him in one part of his ſpeech; With regard to a certaig 
bufineſs, in which he had the misfortune to be concerned, 
no man could regret it more than he did, nor could any one 
have more unwillingly entered upon it. He thanked the 
honourable gentleman for giving him an opportunity of 
publicly declaring that he had in that unhappy affair add 
without communication with any one, but ſolely in con- 
pliance with the dictates of his own heart, and in conyli 
ance with the impulſe of certain principles of honour and 
feeling, implanted in his breaſt by nature, in conſonancety 
which he had ever ated, and hoped as long as he lived be 
ſhould continue to act, becauſe whenever he ſtruck outd 
that path to which thoſe principles directed, he ſhould hd 
himſelf unworthy of a moment's attention in that Houſe, « 
a moment's attention from any man of honour and integrity 
Amidſt the unhappineſs and the unwelcome ſenſations occa 
ſioned by the recalling to his mind that unfortunate aft 
which he hoped would be the laſt of the kind he ſhoul 
ever be involved in, he had one comfort and one fatisfattior 
and that was, that it enabled him in the face of the Houk 
to do juſtice to the character of the honourable gentlema_hl » 
concerned with him in the unfortunate affair alluded t 
and to aſſert in the hearing of ſo reſpectable an alembiy 
that he had found in him that ſpirit, that manlineſs, an 
that honour, which it was before ſuppoſed the honourabl 
gentleman poſſeſſed, and Which equalled thoſe tranſcende 
abilities that had created him the admiration of every mel 
ber in that Houſe, and of none in a more eminent de 
than of himſelf. He hoped what he now ſaid would not e 
thought flattery ; he meant to flatter no man, and be nou 
ſure if he had fo far deſcended from his own principles e 
be mean enough to attempt to flatter the honourable geil 
man in queſtion, the honourable gentleman's liberal ip 
and dignity of feeling, would have induced him to reject! 
flattery with the diſdain it would merit, His ſole intent 
was, to do the honourable gentleman juſtice, 


He was conſcious of the great reſpect due to that Houſe, 
and he could read in the Speaker's countenance his ſenſe of 
the impropriety of referring to ſuch a matter within thoſe 
walls, He felt the reſpe& which he owed to the Houſe, he 
truſted, as much as any man, but he felt alſo the reſpect due 
to his own character, and he hoped the Houſe would have 
the goodneſs to overlook the irregularity he had been guilty 
of, when they conſidered the torrent of abuſe that had been 
poured down upon him in almoſt every newſpaper, and the 
baſe motives that had been imputed to his conduct; motives 
ſ mean, ſo infamous, and ſo much beneath the adoption of 
any man who had the ſmalleſt ſenſe of honour, that he truſted 
no perſon who had the leaſt knowledge of his conduct in life, 
could for a moment harbour a thought ſo intolerably injurious 
to him, as to imagine they actuated him in the affair to which 
he had felt himſelf under the neceſſity of alluding. He de- 
dared to God, he had no motive whatever but the convic- 
ton that he could not exiſt with honour, without taking the 
ſtep which he had taken. And ſo far from being guilty of 
the baſe ſervility of hoping to pleaſe a miniſter by what he 
had done, he diſclaimed any connexion whatever with the 
miniſter ; he thanked God he could ſay he had never croſſed 
the threſhold of that miniſter's door, he had never aſked him 
a your, nor had he any favour to aſk of him, He added, 
that though the grounds upon which the honourable gentle- 
man, who had been concerned in the affair with a noble Earl 
that morning, had proceeded, were uncommunicated to him, 
may well was he acquainted with the principles of that ho- 
pourable gentlemau's heart, of his high ſenſe of honour, 
nd of his ſtriẽt attention to every thing that became a gen- 
man, that he would undertake to ſay, he had proceeded 
por ſuch grounds as would, whenever they were known, 
dd to the reſpectability of his character, place him, if poſ- 
Wile, ſtill higher than he was, in the opinion of all who 
der him, and entitle him to the approbation of every man 
not i honour and ſenſibility. He had been bred up with the 
onourable gentleman, he knew his principles, and he ſhould 
wie thought himſelf unworthy of that friendſhip in which 
col red with him, and which he regarded as a high honour, 
kd he not ſaid thus much in his behalf. 

vir Adam Ferguſon ſpoke in the praiſe of Mr. Fullarton, in Sir Adem 
ms of the warmeſt panegyric, and ſaid, he was ſure that en 
fatleman had acted upon the moſt pure and correct princi- 

$of honour in the unfortunate affair which had taken 
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Sir James 
Lowther. 


freedom of debate; in this point of view he had taken it up 
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place that morning, the particulars of which were unknown 

to him. He declared he had often felt the extremeſt pai t 
at hearing in the courſe of debate that degree of perional i 
ſeverity and invective which every gentleman, on reflection, I 
muſt know to be improper, and muſt be conſcious he would 5 
not be ſuffered to make uſe of in any other place. Sir Adam 
ſubmitted it to the candour of the honourable geatleman who 
had firſt alluded to the tranſaction, whether it would be right 
or juſtifiable, in point of delicacy, to proceed to diſcuß i, 
or make any motion upon it, in the abſence of the honour. 
able gentleman who was principally concerned im it, 

Sir James Lewther declared he had no intention to enter 
into a particular diſcuſſion of it, neither had he any inten- 
tion to make any motion upon it in the abſence of the bo- 
nourable gentleman. If he had miſtakenly proceeded to any 
ſuch matter, he was ſare the Speaker of the Houle woull 
not have ſuffered him, but would have ſtopped him the no- 
ment he attempted it. He had ſpoke generally upon the 
ſubject, which ſtruck him as directly militating againſt the 


as à member of parliament, and fo far was he from def:guiag 
to make any perſonal reflections, he had never been at the 
houſe of the noble Lord, and the honourable gentleman was 
unknown to him even in perſon, till he had riſen a day u 
two fince, and complained to the Houſe of his having been 


injurioufly reflected on elſewhere, Without meaning any 


thing perſonal, therefore, he muſt repeat, that the matter ebe 
ovght by ſome means or other to be brought before their: 
Houſe, and if that was not fixed as the laſt day of their f-. 


ting, before the receſs, and much important bufneſs was 
be done, he ſhould move, that the Houſe proceed to the in- 
veſtigation of it inftantly, becauſe he confidered the freedom 
of debate as an object of the firſt care and attention of n 
Hament, As the Houſe was fitbated, he would not move toi! 
have the matter then agitated, but he begged the Hou! 
receive it as a notice from him, that he ſhould move, inne e 
diately after the holidays, that the honsurable gentleman 
attend in his place, and that the matter be then taken int 
confideration. 

A general murmur of No! No! ran through the Hou 
upon which Sir James declared he had no objection to a8 
the words of the motion he ſhould hereafter mate, if the 
appeared to be improper. i; 
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Adam for the encomium he had paſſed on his honourable 
friend, He declared that the warmeſt panegyrick was but 
juſtice to his character, and complained of his honourable 
friend's having been called out, not to anſwer for what he had 
Gd in Parliament, but for what a newſpaper had choſen to im- 
nut? to him, God forbid, (he exciaimed) that gentlemen 
ſhould be expected to anſwer for the groſs miſrepreſentations of 
heir ſpeeches'in that Houſe, which appear from time, to time, 
in ſome of the daily papers!“ Having faid this, he went into 
zdifcuſſion of the matter which had given offence to the ho- 
nourable gentleman, who had that morning fought a duel 
with 2 noble friend of his, a member of the other Houſe of 
Parliament. He contended that the words ſpoken by his no- 
ble friend were in the ſtricteſt ſenſe Parliamentary language, 
that it was impoſſible to talk of public meaſures, without allu- 
ling to the men connected with thoſe meaſures, and that there 
m2 an end to the freedom of debate, if gentlemen gave way 
totheir private feelings, and took oftrnce at what was not per- 
ſnally meant. The honourable gentieman who was abſent 
ſeemed to have confounded public debate with private conver- 
ſation, In the latter, the object was the happineſs and ſatis- 
ation of all preſent ; it was there the duty of every one to 
be upon his guard, and to take care that he let no expreſhon 
lip him which might give oftence to another, or diſturb the 
harmony of the meeting; in public debate, the caſe was wide- 
y and eflentially different. The very means and end of public 
debate, were free diſcuſſion, and an open unreſerved mode of 
ppltating every ſubject, to which the queſtion under debate 
dad reference, Without that free diſcuſtion, the queſtion 


25 (001d not be agitated at all. This doctrine, he proceeded to 
. to the caſe in queſtion ; the Earl of Shelburne had en- 
dn into a conſideration of the ſtate of the army, a material 
Prof the public expence, and furely, a fit matter for Par- 


lamentary diſcuſſion; in doing this, he had complained of 
ne regiment being put under the command of a perſon, 
Mom he deſcribed, perhaps not very correctly, as a clerk. 
lould any gentleman ſay that this was not parliamentary ? 
Vat offence was there in it? He would take upon him to 
Wert that there was none. It was not directed perſonally, 
ud no gentleman ought to have mixed his private feelings ſo 
* with public debate as to have taken it to himſelf, 


Ggg2 "9 


Mr. Barke next ſpoke, and began with complimenting Mr. Mr. Burke. 


vir Harry Houghton interrupted Mr. Burke, by begging Sir Horry 
um to remember that it had been in a manner agreed, that Houghren, 
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the ſubject ſhould not be diſcuſſed in the abſence of the hg. 
nourable gentleman concerned, He wiſhed therefore that it 
might drop for the preſent. 

Mr. Rigly declared he ſubſcribed moſt fully to the doe. 
trines laid down by the honourable member who ſpoke lat 
but one, relative to the freedom of debate. Public meaſures 
and public men were fit ſubjects of diſcuſſion, and if any 
check was put to the unreſerved agitation of ſuch topics, Par. 
liament would be of no uſe, and might as well be aboliſhed, 
Certainly every member of that Houſe, and every member of 
the other, had a right to ſpeak his mind in Parliament, in the 
freeſt manner upon all public matters, and in ſome offices and 
appointments the man was ſo blended with the office, and the 
two were ſo inſeparably connected, that it was impoſſible to 
make a diſtinction, and allude to the one without at the ſame 
time alluding to the other. Theſe were facts that every pen. 
tleman muſt agree in, How far it was warrantable in the di. 
cuſſion of public matters, and in the alluſion to public men, 
to throw out reflections of an invidious nature, and to treat 
them contemptuouſly, was another queſtion reſpecting which 


ao a .. oo 


every gentleman muſt draw his own line, and act according. br 
An honourable member had ſaid he ſhould move an enquij :;, 
into an unfortunate affair, which he underſtood had taken | 
place that morning; might he adviſe, no enquiry whater ne 
ſhould be inſticuted reſpecting it. That, and every other or 
matter like it, ſhould reſt undiſturbed, and be buried in ob, 
vion. Both parties, he was happy to hear, were ſafe, uber 
that no affair of the kind had terminated more to the honour yi 
of thoſe concerned in it. Why then interfere with it? Du 
the honourable gentleman think that any order or reſolutoſ con 
of that Houſe, did he imagine that any act of the legiſlaturs tro 
could prevent a gentleman's going out, as it was termed \ 
with another, if he felt, or thought he felt his honour injui 1 -. 
Had gentlemen fo ſoon forgot that there were acts of bon. 
liament againſt duelling now in being? The very attem dem 
to prevent one man's fighting with another, was abſurd, bim 
cauſe it was impoſſible, by any regulation of Parliament, Mort. 
prevent it. What one gentleman felt as a reaſon for call wou! 
another out, might not operate equally in the breaſt of 2 "ny... 
cond perſon. Every gentleman had his own peculiar feel. in 
and every gentleman would preſerve his honour, in bis 0 only 
way. Duels of the kind that had happened that mom wit 
— that had happened once before in the courſe of the pt ſpoke 


ſent ſeſſion, had happened occaſionally, time out of mind, 
indiſputably would happen again and again, as long 1 
3 | wi 
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world ſhould endure, They were therefore matters which 


every man muſt lament, but which no man, nor no ſet of 


men, were able to put a ſtop to, Out of this great evil, how- 
ever, he did think ſome little good would enſue, and that was, 
it would teach gentlemen, to confine themſelves within pro- 

climits, and though it might not, and he hoped it would 
not, abridge the freedom of debate, he hoped it would make 
men ſpeak in Parliament with better manners. 

This remark, he declared, he did not mean to apply per- 
ſonally to either of the parties concerned in the unfortunate 
affair, which he lamented had happened that morning, or to 
any other gentleman, They were all apt to be off their 
guard in the hurry and heat of debate. He had himſelf been 
i guilty of this error as any member either of that Houſe or 
of the other, and he had lately in a particular inſtance treated 
an honourable gentleman with leſs civility than he ought to 
have done. He was conſcious of this, and condemned him- 
ſelf for it, He repeated, therefore, that he hoped the un- 
fortunate affair that had taken place that morning, and a fimi- 
ar one which had preceded it, would ſerve as a warning to all 
of them, and teach them to diſtinguiſh between the freedom 
and the licentiouſneſs of debate, thy 

He diſapproved of the idea of moving that the honoura- 
ble gentleman concerned in the affair of that morning, “ be 
ordered to attend in his place.” Such a motion, he ſaid, 
was highly improper, It involved cenſure in it, for no mem- 
ber had ever been ſo ordered, unleſs the Houſe were previouſ- 
y in poſſeſſion of ſome matter of complaint againſt him, for 
Flich they called upon him to anſwer and clear himſelf, He 
2 with earneſtly deſiring that the matter might be 
ropped, 
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Mr. Burke ſaid it was unfair to attack any gentleman in his Mr. purkes 


adlence, but it was ſtill more unfair to accuſe a man of having 
done wrong, or of defigning to do wrong, and then to con- 
G&mn him to ſilence. An honourable member had accuſed 
him of intending to go into a perſonal diſcuſſion of the affair 
of that morning, and in the ſame moment had deſired that he 
would not ſay a word in his juſtification, He muſt, however, 
break through the rule, and declare that he had no defign to 
$9 into a perſonal diſcuſſion of the affair of that morning, he 
only meant to have argued it on Parliamentary grounds. 

th reſpect to what the right honourable gentleman who 
poke laſt had ſaid relative to the impoſſibility of preventing 
wels by orders of that Houſe, he could not ſurely 1magine 
that 


Sir James: 
Lowiber » 


Mr. Fox, 


Sir George 
Tonge. 
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that either he, or the honourable gentleman near him, were ſo 
abſurd as to attempt to make laws for the reſtraint of the hy. 
man feelings and paſſions. No ſuch thing was in their view, 
He then proceeded to ſtate the real object of their dcfign, 

Sir James Lotother, in reply to what Mr. Rigby had (aid 4 
declared, that there ſhould be an enquiry, and the Houſe 
ſhould go into the matter, for he was determined to move i; a 
an early day after the holidays; and though he certainly 
would not move that the honourable member ““ be ordered 
to attend in his place,” he hoped the honourable member; 


friend's would inform him of his intention, when, «s a man WWE 
of honour he did not doubt but he would be preſent. As x . 

proof of the propriety of the Houſe's inveſtigating it, he in- 
ſtanced the late interpoſition of the Speaker, when a ſerious lo 
affair was near taking place between a learned gentleman, ta 
and an honourable friend of his, on that ſide the Houſe, th 
Mr. Fox declared, that what a right honourable gentleman 29 
on the floor | Mr. Rigby] had ſaid, made it neceſſary for hin aft 
to ſay a few words, The right honourable gentleman wa 0 
apt to ſpeak in a Jooſe and careleſs way, and therefore, pet. MMO?! 
haps, he had not any particular meaning in what he was going | 
to mention; but as the words ſeemed to point to him, he mat Net 
notice them, The right honourable gentleman had ſaid, he e 
hoped what had happened that morning, and what had hay- n 
pened before of a ſimilar fort, would keep gentlemen within 10 
| 


proper limits, and at leaſt teach them better manners,” He 
berged to ſay for one, that what had happened to himſelf had 
not taught him better manners, nor ſhould it ever refrain hum 
within any other limits, thanthoſe which he had cha}ked outtor 
himſelf. With regard to the noble Earl concerned in the at 
fair of that morning, about which it certainly better became 
him to talk than about any thing which related to him, 
he did not believe it would teach him better manners, and for 
this reaſon, —he was ſure his noble friend had not gone be- 
yond proper limits, in what he had ſaid, So ſure, that when 
the new levies came under conſideration, he meant to object to 
that particular regiment, which his noble ſriend had object 
to, on the very ſame ground, viz, becauſe the perſon appoite 
ted tothe command of it, did not appear to him to be a fit pete 
ſon to hold that command. 

Sir George Yonge (aid a few words on the necefiity d 
maintaining the freedom of debate, After which the Hout 


proceeded to other buſineſs, 1 
Cr 
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Sir George Savile brought up the petition from Newcaſtle Sir Ge 
upon Tyne, which was read, and ordered to lie on the table. Sevile. 

Mr. Fox moved that the Houſe be called over on the day Nr. rx, 
that the petitions were to be taken under conſideration, —or- 
dered, | 

At length the order of the day was read, for bringing up 
the report from the committee of ways and means. 

It was brought up, and Mr, D. Hartley, Sir George Savile, 
ind Mr. Byng contended againſt its being taken into conſi- 
teration, on the principle that the petitions of the people of 
England ought to be fit attended to, and their grievances re- 
reſſed. 

Lord North argued on the other fide, that having voted a Lord Nerthy 
loan of twelve millions, the Houſe yere bound to vote the 
taxes reſolved on in the committee, or taxes productive to 
the like amount. His Lordſhip ſaid, if the Houſe now 
agreed to the report, the taxes could not be impoſed till long 
after the petitions were taken into confideration, as the bill 
could not poſſibly paſs till that time, and the Houſe might 
oppoſe them in every ſtage of the bill. 

Mr. D. Hartley uſed very ſtrong language againft the taxes, Mr. D. 
teclaring, that agreeing to the report previous to remedying Hartig. 
the grievances of the people, had a tendency towards exci- 
ting them to reſiſt taxation. He ſaid miniſters ſeemed deter- 
mined to puth every thing to an extremity, which would re- 
luce the matter to this alternative, —if the Parliament got the 
better of the people, this would become an abfolute monar- 
ly; if the people got the better of the Parliament, the King 
would be Fethroned, 
nf Adam Ferguſon and Sir William Bagot ſupported Lord 
on, 

Mr. Byng moved, “ That the report be poſtponed 'till the Mr. Bye. 
th of April next,” The Houſe divided upon it. Ayes, 37 
bes, 145. The report was then read a ſecond and third f 
me, and leave given to bring in a bill, 
be committee of ſupply then ſat, and came to two reſolu- 
ons relative to exchequer bills: 

At ten o'clock, the Houſe adjourned to the 4th of April. 


Afartit 
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| Bank of England, March 29, 118 
The Lift of Subſcribers to ile Loan of Twelve Millions, made in this S.,. 
fron of Parliament. 


The Directors of the Bank 400,000 
Do. Eaſt India Company £09,009 
De. South-Sea Company 200,000 


50. Royal Exchange Aſ- 


I 00,COO 
2 30,000 


ſurance 


Do. London Aſſurance 


Adair and Jackſon 2 5,000 
John Adair 2.000 
Adair and Bullock 30,050 
Welbore Ellis Agar 1 5,000 
Robert Allen 12,000 
Peter and Iſaac Auber 8,000 


Sir Charles Aſgil and Co. 20,000 


David André 10,000 
William Allen 2,000 
Aubertine and Ripley 5,000 
affie and Rougement 5, ooo 
Thomas Allen 6,000 
Moſes Allaut 1,000 
Thomas Atkinſon — 20,000 
Francis Allen — 50,000 
William Auftin — 20, ooo 
Thomas Ayliffe — 10, ooo 
Edward Aylett — 10, oco 
Thomas Ahmuty — 7, cod 
Rev. James Adams — 1,000 
Edward Atkins —— 15,000 
Roger Altham —— 2,000 
Biddulph and Cocks 100,000 
Silvanus Bevan — $80,000 
Jacob Boſanquet — 2v,000 
John Backer —— 20,000 
Anthony Bacon —— 16,000 
John Boddington — 25,000 
Alexander Baxter — 12, 000 
Thomas Broughton — 3, ooo 
Charles Boone — 20,000 
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Martii 4 Die Aprillis, 1780. 
Purſuant to an order made before the laſt Eaſter holidays, Lord 
North this day laid before the Houſe the following paper: 
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Stamp Brookſbank 
Lady Frances Burgoyne 
Peirce Bryan 
Henry Boldero and Co. 
Peter Burrell 
Daniel Braithwaite, Poſt 
Office 


— 


8,000 
100,009 | 
2,000 Ei 


— : — 


3,000 R. 


Batſon, Stephenſon, and I 
o. — 40,000 E. 
James Baillie — 5,009 * 
Charles Bembridge 8, 00 B 
Mrs. Cath. Bathurſt 6,000 of 
Richard Banniſter — 2,09 


James Branſcombe 
Thomas Boylſton 
George Browne 
George Bryan — 5,000 
Mr. Baird and Mr. Skinner 110,000 (be 
John Barnes 
John Bridges ——— 
= Blackburn 
atrick Brydone — 2,001 
Bright, Bailie, and Bright 8,000 
Thomas Burfoot 17,000 Ne 
William Burrell 55000 
Herman Berns 10,000 WW tr 
John Baker, Spitalfields 5,000 ſav 
William Baker, ditto 30 I 
Buxton and Edwards 6,000 Ric 
William Belford 2,000 
Edmond Bochm — 10,00 
Joſeph and John Back- 
houſe, Darlington 
Nathaniel Boutflower 
— Boldero and Co. 
aynes, Wood, Griffiths, 
and Co. | 


— — 
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William Barr — 5,000 Mark Cramer — 10,000 
d Brookſbank and Ruddle F, ooo Joe Craven 2,000 
Thomas Boddington 30 000 ohn Dirk Van Clootwyk 5,009 
Adolph Boon 7,000 Joliah Corthine, Hull 5. 000 
) Cobert Barnewall 7,000 William Chamberlayne 10,000 
ſ- Thomas Bland — 50, 00 — Chapman „ 
John Brown — 12,000 Chambers, Hercy, and 
Gerard Backus — 3, ooo Birch 10,000 
0 Edward Bull — 3,000 Sir Patrick Crawfurd and 
0 John Banning — 2,000 Co. 20,005 
90 George Brownſworth 2,000 John Corrie — 3 000 
» Wl Charles Belliarcd — 6,000 Cox, Mair, and Cox 20,000 
o Edmond Blakeney —— 2,000 Peter Calme]l — 2,000 
John and Francis Baring 100,000 Emerſon Cornwall, Ipſ- 
00 Robert Barclay — 75.000 wich — 10,000 * 
John Andrew Biggs — 20,000 Rev. T homas Clarke 1,000 
0 Edward Biſshop — 20,000 John Cator — 40,000 
00 William Barnard — 15,000 John Cholwell — . 
<0 Burton Forbes and Co. 85,000 Caſtells and Whateley 270,000 
00 Henry Burmeſtern — 18,000 Thomas Croft — 20,000 
Wen Ralph Baltier — 9, ooo Giles Collins — 2,000 
co WY George Browne ——— 3, oo I homas Carpenter — 2 000 
00 Richard Baker ——— 10,000 Edward Coke 24,000 
00 John Bowen — 2,000 Thomas Collinſon — 60,000 
00 John Bowſteed c— 5,000 Thomas Cheap —— 30,000 
200 WY Benjamin Booth — 10,000 Thomas Compton — 10,000 
00 Crofts, Roberts, Devaynes, Hew Craig ——— 4,000 
00 and Dawes — 165,000 John Courtoy 5,000 
00 Richard Croft 3 12,000 John Collier 15,000 
209 George Cherry — 35, 0 Richard Chapman — 2,000 
000 don Cottin  —— 40,000 Abraham Cheetham — F, oo 
000 Richard Clarke, — 2,000 Coxe and Beardmores 2,000 
020 WE William Cowley mk 5.000 Peregrine Cuſt 100,000 
ooo WR Stratford Canning — 80 oo Thomas Coults— 1 40,000 
000 wrence Cox nd 20,000 John Coope — 20,000 N 
o beds Chapman 2,000 George Crawford 109,000 
000 WW Fichard Cumberland 20, Maurice Carr —— 10,000 
000 Matthew Carrett — 20,000 Richard Carter 5,000 
000 Thomas Colbo ne — Hananel David De Aguilar 109,000 
lliam * Js | Rich. Dainty and Co. 3,000 
000 J2minCollins,Galiſby 8,000 Francis Dancer, Treaſurer 5,000 


p 2 Lor 
owntnend*”s Secreta ,000 
Job Henry Cozenove fo 1 000 
abriel Clarmont © 5,000 
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ohn Duval and Sons 


x 50,000 
ohn Dorrien — 1080 ooo 
obn.Durand —— 100000 
ohn Iſaac Du Moutier 35000 


Joſeph 


Porz Mendes da Coſta 
avid Duveluz and Co. 


ames Dick 
ſaac De Maltos 
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3,000 
5,000 
4,000 
2,000 


Philip Deviſme and Smith 8,000 


pear Pelham Davies 10,000 
illianDickenſon( Buck- 
lerſbury) | 4,000 
William Deniſon, Leeds 6, ooo 
Charles Dalbiac 8, oo 
William Dickenſon — 10,000 
George Dewar, Park- 
Place — 5coo 
ames Dalbaic — 4,000 
rd Chief Juſtice De 
Gre == — 10,000 
William Devaynes 47,000 
vom Drinkwater 4,000 
obert Dent — 400. ooo 
Din. ſdales and Barnard $50,000 
Richard and R. Dixon 6,000 
ohn Davies — 3,000 
ir John Dick — 10,000 
ohn Dingwall -+--- 2,000 
arbey Langley and Co. 30,000 
R. and H. Drummond and 
_ Co. — 295,000 
Joſeph Deniſon and Co. 200,000 
James Dunlop — 20,000 
ohn Daws, ſen, 27,000 
ohn Devaynes 5,000 
Thomas Ewer — 20,000 
Sir Henry Etherington, 
Hull — 10,000 
Sir Arch. Edmonſton 24, 500 
E Ewer, Cheapſide 8,000 
muel Enderb — $5,000 
omas Elliotſon 2, ooo 
nas Eden and Co. 10,000 
Sir John Elliot = $5,000 
Thomas Everett 20,000 
Sur. 220 Eſdaile 10,000 
ichard Edwards $0,000 
20,000 
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Thomas Stephen and Roſe 
Fuller — 10,000 
Benjamin Fowler 20,000 
Elmes Foſter - 2,000 
Thomas Fenn 8,500 
General Fraſer - 40,000 
William Fuller, Son, and 
Co. - - 100,000 
Peter Fector - 5,009 
ohn Minet Feſtor 2,c00 
ames Ferrer - 4,000 
acob and Samuel Fletcher 2,000 
ames Bogle French 8.000 
ichard Fuller, Banker 70,00 
: Benſon Fearon - 3,000 
Thomas Farrer - 8,000 
William Fullarton 18,000 
Hugh Fraſer - - 3,000 
Charles Foreman 20,000 
Thomas Fletcher 9,990 
_ Fryer - 1,009 
arah Fuller - * 2,000 
Simon Fraſer - 100,000 
George Field - 10,000 
Thomas Fulling 3,000 
man Field - 9500 
ſaac Goſſet - 3, 00 
Richard Gurney, Nor- 
wich - - ,000 
Andrew Girardot 2 5,000 
Samuel Gift - = 25,000 
William Gibbard 3,000 
G. T. Goodenough 4,000 
Daniel Giles - 60,000 
Peter Guinard - 2,000 
William Golightly 
Francis and Robert Goſ- 
ling - - 
Dean of Glouceſter 
Thomas Ger - 
David Gira 
Peter Gauſſen = 
Edward Gillyatt 
Edward Gray + 


951 AT 2 


\ ohn Goddard - 7,000 Thomas Hill - 4,000 

) — Wilkinſon Gordon 40,000 John Harman 335,000 

0 ohn Goodall 2,000 John Hillman - 10,000 

0 homas Gibbons 3, 00 Henry Holland, jun, + 10,000 

0 John Gray — - 5,000 Alexander Hope = 5,000 

ohn Grier — — 5,000 Charles Harris - 2,000 

0 an Gilbec - 10,000 Robert Hunter » 10,000 

9 David Codfrey - 9,000 Thomas Hoggarth 3, 00 

9 Joſeph Gompertz - 40,000 Francis Hall — 1,000 

0 Thomas Gibſon = 16,000 Alexander Hamilton 20,000 

0 Ged, Gatfield - 10,000 C. Jeacombs and Yeoward 8,000 

0 William Harriſon 20,000 Henry Jones — 12,009 

0 Philip Hall - 30,000 Charles Jackſon — 6,000 

0 Willam Hamilton 10,000 — Ln - 3,000 

0 Joka Heighington 2, oco James Johnſton, Figtree- 

00 ohn Henicker — 60, ooo court, Temple 283,000 

00 gor Howard, Bath 2,000 Henry Jones, Howard : 

00 A. F. Haldimand 50,000 and Jones 5,000 

20 ohn Halliday and Co, 100,000 12 Jones 3,000 

09 = Harris - - 2,000 Richard Jackſon - 20,000 

00 obert Hunter - 5,000 Cuthbert Johnſon 10,000 

00 John Hyndham - 10,000 William Jones = 2,000 

00 Richard Heavifide 4,000 Sir William James, Bart. 150,000 

00 Bartholomew Huber 2,000 William Innes - 30,000 

00 + Harriſon and Arſley $5,000 Griffith Jones — 10,000 

00 Ir Robert Herries 20,000 George Jon - 8,000 
Thomas Hill, Tichfield- Godfrey Kettle — 2,000 

000 ſtreet - - . 8,009 Aſhur Keyſer — 2,000 il 

000 William Hamilton 1,000 Leonard Kilham 5,000 Wl 

o BY John Hayward - 4,000 Benjamin Kenton 10,000 

ooo George Heming 4,000 William Knox — 10,000 

000 Henry Hall - 2,000 R. G. Kerr — 20,000 

000 {ph Holden = 2,000 Charles Keightley 10,000 

000 Harman, Jermyn-ftreet 3,000 James Kerr - 35,000 

e Edmund Hill, Iſleworth 4,000 Robert Knox - 30,000 
Stephen Horncaſtle 1,000 Liotard Kazenove and Co. 25,000 

o John Hainſworth 2,000 J. D. Lucadou - 

000 Benjamin Hallowell 2,000 Elias Lindo — 

500 


= 


vir Tho, Halifax and Co. 100,000 John Larpent $ 


o Richard Holbert 5,000 Ladbrooke, Rawlinſon 
0008 jobn Hodges 2,000 and Co, "AP 
5000 muel Hoare, jun. 89,000 Emanuel Baruk Louſada 


Thothas Ford Hill 14, 0 Mautice Lloyd x 
Jieph Hague 1 5,000 John Lamb a 
ih 2 


2 
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ohn Martin Leake 
ward Lucas - 
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12,000 


3,000 


10,000 


ir Wm. Lemon, and Co. 26,000 


Joh Liveſy, Mancheſter 5,000 


ohn Lochle 27 — - (2,000 
imothy Leach - 2,000 
ohn Larpent, jun. 2,000 
aver Legg — 5,000 
William Lander 3,000 
William Luccraft 2,000 
oſeph Lancaſter - 5,000 
hriſtopher Langlois 10,000 
Nicholas Langley 20,000 
Montague Lind 30,000 
Robert Cooper Lee 2 5,000 
George Lempriiere 5,000 
William Lane - 1, 000 
Robert Lloyd - 2,000 
Edward Lowndes 3,000 
Lilly and Roberts 30,000 
Leonard Morſe « 10,000 
Robert Mayne 100,000 
"William Mathews 8,000 
Andrew Moffatt 10,000 
Thomas Mainwaring F, coo 
J. Masfen - 2,000 
ohn Mayor — 12,000 

ildred Maſterman and 
Walker - 60,000 
Bellingham Mauleverer 1,000 
Marſh and Creed 3,000 
Samuel Marſh - 20,000 
Ifrael Mauduit = 10,000 
Edward Moore - 5,000 
Paul Maylor - 5,000 

Colin Mackenzie, Throg- 
* morton-ſtreet 8,000 
Francis Mint, jun. 2,000 
William Minſhull 8,000 
Francis Martin - 3,000 
nes Madan = 5,000 
5,000 


Richard Moleſworth 


© 


ohn Maddiſon — 5,0000 
Doctor John Moore 5,000 8 
William Melliſh 10,000 Þ 
Nathaniel Modigliani 70, oo⁰ 1 
John Markett - $0,000 n 
Lachlin Mackintoſh 30,000 
Thomas Millington 2,000 
Charles M<Intoſh 16,000 3 
ohn Nutt - I 5,000 Th 
job Neſbit - 350,000 
eave and Aiſlabie $5,000 
Henry Nicolls — 10,000 gh! 
Abraham Newland - 10,000 Thi 
Thomas Newnham 25,000 Thi 
Thomas Neale - $0,000 
Peter Nicoll 1,000 er 
Henry Newcome 8,009 
Thomas Neale - 5,000 ir 
Alexander Ougſton 3,000 i! 
John Olive — $,000 
Thomas Ormes — 7,000 
Samuel Potts — 6,000 


Thomas Powell, St. Helen's 5,000 
Preſcotts Grote and Co, 50,000 


David Pawell - 3,000 Ias, 
David Powell, un. 3,0 rr. 
Percival Pott - - $,000 Kobe 
Frederick Amelia Palman 93,c0? 1b 


Chriſt. Pritchard - 
Jabs Pardoe - - 
ohn Pardoe, jun, - 
Henry Pearſon and Co. 
2 Powell — 20,000 
omas Preſton, Stratford 5,000 


Edmund Pepys - 4,000 
Thomas Philips — 4,00 
Alderman Plumbe '- 10,00 8; 
John Peche — 2,000 ly 
ugets and Bainbridge - 25, rain. 
William Power — 55000 Wi; 
Anth. Parkin — 2,0 7 


George Paterſon — 
S. Pope, Fleet- ſtreet 
Henry Porter * 


/ 


4 » - 


Tomas Pruen Glouceſter 2,000 
F ward Payne - 60,000 
Thomas Pratt - 9,000 
| Thomas Potts - 5,000 
| dobert Prior — 26,000 
mer and Hodgſon - 10,000 
) ohn Perins — 30,000 
) en, George Preſton - 1,000 
) Thos, Walley Partington 20,000 
) tenjamin Porter - 1 5,000 
) r. Lucas Pepys - $5,000 
) obo Philips - 3,000 
) Thomas Pemberton $5,000 
) Thomas Parſons - 5,000 
- nt, Pottinger - 20, ooo 
g Yerrepoint & Waddington 5,000 
0 Viliam Robertſon - $8,000 
? ivier Crawley & Aguiton 50,000 
0 William Raikes - 1 5,000 
0 eorge Roſe — 5,000 
0 ſhomas Rumſey — 3,000 
0 Morgan Rice —— 5,000 
0 . Rabone & Lew. Crinſon 5,000 
0 Limington and Langton 8, ooo 
0 a, and Peter Richardſon 10,0:0 
0 cv. Ebenezer Radcliffe 5,000 
0 cotert Randall - 5,000 
7 bert Roſs. — 8,000 
an Rogers — 4,000 
0 Viliam Rawlins - 2,000 
I bobert Rolleſton 20,000 
euander Raby - 2,000 
00 ohn Read — 2,000 
090 Woſeph Richards — 2,000 
00 ohn Roſier — 2,0 
en Roſe 10,000 
cas. Raymond & Co. 20, ooo 
rd, Rowe, and Co. 12,000 
© amin Rodgers = 10,000 
0 William Roſs — 3, ooo 
00 . Thomas Reeve 120,000 
0" Wiles Rocke-— —— 4,000 
a tn Roberts — 18,000 
o_— Robinſon, = 2,000 
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Shairps and Maude 18,000 
Thomas Shuttleworth - 20,000 
George Slack — 6,000 
Iſaac Joſeph Saportas - $5,000 
Arthur Shakeſpear = 3, ooo 
Reuben Salomons - 2,000 
Rt.Stevenſon, Leadenh. ftr. 15,000 
Wm. Smith, War- Office 10,000 
Gabriel Steward - ' 20,000 
William Sanders - 5.000 
William Strahan - 10,000 
Joſhua Smith — 20,000 
Thomas Stevenſon — 2,000 
Samuel Smith and Son 37, 00 


William Steer — 10,000 
Richard Seaman - 2,000 
William Smith - 2,000 
you Sayer — 1,000 
obert Simmonds - $8,000 
Robert Smith - 1,000 
Francis Stevens — 2,000 


John Chriſtian Splitgerber 50, coo 
Colonel Edward Smith 10,000 
Salomon Salomons - $5,000 
Edward Stanley — 8, ooo 
Peter Anthony Sapte - 5, ooo 
Iſaac Jacob Salomons 2,000 
Lieutenant Colonel Saxton 3, coo 
Mark Smithſon — 2,000 
ohn Stephenſon - 20,000 
homas Shewell -—— 10,00 
Benjamin Smith - 10, ooo 
ohn Staples — 3, ooo 
ohn Rudolph Staul - 3, ooo 
Joſeph Salvador - 5,000 
rancis Sykes - 10,000 
George Stackpole- - , ooo 
Sir Richard Symons < 20,000 


2 Stokes — 10,000 
adler Guillaume, &c. 11,000 
William Speer - 6,000 
ere Sneyd www 5, ooo 
ames dpyers W 2,000 
ohn Snain——  12;000 

| Weſts 


0. DEBATES 1 


Toſeph Ward — . £6,000 Timothy Yeates  — 15,000 
domas Wood — 5, ooo Jacob Yeats — £2,000 
oo cha Willan — 6,000 Thomas Young — 21,000 
ooGeorge Wheatley — 10,000 — 
oo raacis Williams — 10,000 12, 00000 
viliam Wheatley - $0,000 — 3 
nel Whalley 2,000 A, NEwLAND, Chief Caſhier, 


000 June 4. 

00 No Debate. 

0⁰⁰ June . 

000 Fir James Lotother informed the Houſe that he had the Sir Jane 
co unmberland Petition under his arm, but, previous to his pre- Lewtter. 
cofMenting it, he begged leave to ſay a few words with regard to 
ede Petition itſelf, and the County from whence it came, He 
Men deſcribed Cumberland as one of the moſt northern and 
,coofWnoft ceſpeRable counties in the kingdom, and aſſerted that ic 
d a very confiderable proportion of the public buthens, and 

„00 for many reaſons entitled to the attention of that Houſe. 

coll be Petition, he ſaid, was figned by a very large number of 

00e firſt characters in the county he had the honour to — 
0; that at the time of preparing it, he was at a conſide- 

„% diſtance from the county, and conſequently that he nei- 

ker led the petitioners, nor ſuggeſted the mode of their appli- 
on; the petition in his hand was the voluntary act of the 

; cofdſcribers, and when they had defired him to preſent it to the 

2, cofWlouſe, he told them, that he held it his duty as often -as 


5,000 was requeſted, to ſtate the ſentiment of his conſtituents to 
;, 00088 lament, even when he himſelf entertained a different 
0,00889in10n of the ſubject matter of their application, but that 
cop always ſhould in that Houſe act for himſelf, and give his 
1.0% n opinion, after delivering that of thoſe whoſe repreſen- 
2,008" he was, begging the Houſe, however, at all times to 
0,00 ya greater regard to the opinion of his conſtituents than 
20% M's own ſentiments. With regard to the petition, his 

pinion exactly coincided with that of his conſtituents ; the 
0,008*vances they complained of ſtruck him in the ſame point 


new, in which they had impreſſed their minds, they cal- 
Wo. loudly for redreſs, and at the ſame time that he produced 
10,0 e petition, he thought it right to ſay he had conſidered of 
e pothibility of a remedy, and was thoroughly perſuaded 
lament both could and ought to apply it. If the Houſe 
10,00") turn a deaf ear to the voice of fo reſpectable a body 
100% de ſubſcribers to the petition he was about to preſent, 
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they would right themſelves, and would refuſe to pay the 
taxes, He was aware, that miniſtry might attempt to da-, 
goon them into the payment of them, and endeavour to 
coerce the county to pay their quota of the public ex. 
pences. Such a meaſure ftruck him as like to produce 
ſach horrid conſequences that he did not imagine miniſten 
would think of putting it in practice. Perhaps a legal courſ 
might be adopted for the enforcement of the tax act. n 
that caſe, let miniſters conſider who would be the juries; 
where the trials would be held, and whether they wen 
likely to obtain a fingle verdict? Upon the whole the 
wilel way would be the ſhorteſt, viz. to liſten to the pet. 
tions, and remedy the grievances of which they com- 
plained, ; 8 
Mr. Fir- Mr. Fletcher ſupported his colleague, and in a ſhort 
7 ſpeech pointed out the reſpectability of his conſtituents, 
Lord N- Lord Nugent complimented the ſubſcribers to the peti- 
gente, tion for Cumberland, as perſons who were certainly of a 
deſcription fo reſpeQable, that they well deſerved the no- 
tice and attention of that Houſe, He wiſhed, however, 
that gentlemen would not adopt within thoſe walls, lan- 
age which not only tended to direct the conduct of per- 
2 without doors to violence and oppoſition to law, and 
which could do no good, but might be productive of iaſ- 
nite miſchief, but which alſo wore the complexion of 
menace to Parliament, and in effect went to awe that 
Houſe, and deter it from the full and free operation of 1 
a own wiſdom and judgment, When he ſaid this, he declar 
ed, he meant not to infinuate in the moſt diſtant mannet 
that the honourable baronet had any ſuch intention. He 
was ſure he had not. He was convinced, he was the [all 
man 2 who would think of holding out a threat | 
that Houſe, He had fat there too long not to be equall 
aware of the indecency and impropriety of ſuch a line 0 
conduct, 
The petition was ordered to be brought up, was 
and, upon motion, referred to the committee appointed 6 
| take the petitions, already preſented, into conſideration. 
Sir Watlys Sir J/atkyn William Wynne alſo preſented a petition fro 
is the county of Denbigh, and Lord Verney a petition fi 
Wynne. uck 
LiroPerney the county of Bucks, Lord Verney ſpoke to the B 
| ingham petition before he preſented it, and was ſuppo 
ed by his colleague, the honourable Mr. Thomas G 
ville, | | 


> FSS rens 


SSS 


Lord Nurth moved that the order of the day be read 29rd Nets. 
for the ſecond reading of the bill for the commiſſion of 
accounts. | K | 
he order being read, the bill was read for the ſecond 
time ; after which Sir Philip Feninngs Clerke roſe, and gave Sir Pilip 
notice of his intention, when the bill was referred to a com- 2 
witttce to move a clauſe, enacting, That a committee of 
members of Parliament be appointed to ſuperintend the pro- 
reedings of the commiſſioners appointed under the act.“ 
dir Philip ſaid, this was by no means a new idea, he be- 
lered there were precedents for ſuch a committee, and he 

the noble Lord would move to have the bill com- 
mitted for ſuch a day, as ſhould allow the Houſe time to 
prepare to diſcuſs it with that degree of knowledge of its 
parts, which a bill of ſo much importance really deſerved, 
ud which the noble Lord certainly would not refuſe, if he 
friouſly meant the bill to be of public ſervice. 

Sir —— Yonge ſtarted a few objections, which he ſaid, he Sir Gwrgs 
ſhould enlarge upon in the committee, Yonge. 

Lord North declared, he had no wiſh to hurry the bill in Lord Nerrhs 
u improper manner through the Houſe ; that he certainly 
heant to give full time to gentlemen to conſider of the bill, 
and ſhould therefore after the queſtion was put for its being 
committed, move, that it ſtand committed for next Wed- 
deſday. 

The bill was committed. 

The Secretary.at War then moved the order of the day for The Secre- 
the army eſtimates, which being read, he moved that the tr. 
papers on the table, entitled the army eſtimates, be referred 
a. committee. ; 

dr Philip Jennings Clerke oppoſed this motion. He di- Sir PB 
wfted his Ohjections principally to the new levies, and in __ 
unicular to the regiment over which Mr. North was ap- 
jointed to command, declaring that in his opinion, the ap- 
gointment vacated the honourable gentleman's ſeat in that 
Houſe. That it was evident the whole buſineſs was a job of 
be miniſter, that it was an inſult to the army, and might 
led the way to moſt miſchievous conſequences. He declar- 
he had no objection to the noble Lord's ſon, nor any ſuſ- 
don that the regiment would be improperly employed un- 
ler the honourable gentleman's direction. The honourable 
Patleman was every way a reſpectable character; but if 
den not (bred to the army, and who were not poſſeſſed of 
de military idea, were of a ſudden to be preferred to the 

Vor. XVII. Tit | command 


— 
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command of regiments, there was an end of military ſyſtem 
and thoſe who deſerved beſt of their country from long n 
ſervice, would loudly complain of the groſs injuſtice ang 
'partiality of ſuch conduct. Every good officer muſt be ex- 0 
pected to retire in diſguſt, and thus the country would he 1 
deprived of all the advantage their army could receive from 
being commanded by officers of knowledge in their pro. 
feſſion and experience in the art of war. Sir Philip enlarged 
upon the digony and advantage of being a colonel ; ſhewed 
that intereſted men might put a large ſum of money into 
| -their pockets from holding ſuch rank, by felling the com- 
| miſſions of the officers under them, ud called upon the 
Houſe to ſupport him in interfering in the very beginning Wil 7 

of the miſchief, and put a ſtop to a buſineſs founded upon 

a mere jobbing idea, and which could do no good, but 

might do a great deal of harm. In order to effect tis k 

purpoſe he formally objeRed to the papers in queſtion be- 

TIS ing referred to a committee. ' 
Tue Hen. Hon. Mr. North, Lord North's ſon] roſe for the firk | 
Mr. North. time ſince he fat in Parliament, and ſaid he would not have 
troubled the Houſe, but as the honourable member hal i 

pointed a great part of his ſpeech perſonally at him, it might 5 

be thought neceſſary for him, out of reſpect to the Houſe, | 

to fay a few words; ſtill however he ſhould have remained Bi 

| ſilent, had not the whole of the honourable gentleman's 0 
argument been founded upon a complete miſtake, as far as e 
A it regarded the regiment at the head of which he had the Wl 5 
= | honour to be. The honourable gentleman had ſaid a great 5 
| deal about rank and emolument; in anſwer to which he of 
| could only declare, that he was neither to have permanent 
4 rank nor any pay; and that his appointment could be at- 
tended with no advantage to him whatever, further than fr 

the honour which he derived from the circumſtance of con- 

| ttributing by his perſonal ſervice to the defence of hi 
'F country in a moment of public danger and alarm. With 
| regard to the doubt which the honourable gentleman enter. 15 
- tained reſpecting the vacating of his ſeat in conſequence o, 
his being appointed colonel of the regiment in queſtion, ef 
hon. gentleman perhaps was not aware that his regiment vag h. 
one of the fenſible regiments, upon the ſame footing with 
the militia, and that the officers of the fencible regime. 
were by two clauſes moved by the right honourable gen. 
 tleman, oppoſite to him [Mr. T. Townſhend |] exempted 
fom vacating their ſeats by the act of Parliament. Lord 

or 


— —— 
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Lord North, in confirmation of Mr. North's aſſertion, Lord Neth. 


moved that the clauſes referred to by his honourable re- 
ation be read; after which his Lordſhip gave the Houſe a 
detail of the regiment (as lieutenant colonel of which his 
ſon would have a commiſſion when the corps was completed) 
being raiſed, and the mode of raifing it. He ftated that by 


the new militia law, the cinque ports were exempted from 


the proviſions of that act. That as matters ſtood previous 
to the beginning to raiſe the regiment his ſoa commanded, 
the cinque ports, which were more liable to attack than 
any part of the kingdom, were left defenceleſs, and that 
they contributed in no ſhare to bear the burthen of the 
public defence. 'That they could not arm but under the 


old militia law, which had been exploded in that Houſe, and 


which would have been exceedingly difficult to the cinque 
ports, and when carried into practice of little or no ute. 
That thinking they ought to contribute their ſhare towards 
the public defence, he had conferred with the inhabitants of 
the cinque ports, and had offered to contribute a conſi- 
derable ſum towards raiſing a regiment of fencibles. That 
upon their agreement, they had made a tender of ſuch a 
regiment ; that the offer had been graciouſly accepted by 
his Majeſty. 
and though it had coſt the cinque ports ſome expence, and 
had coſt him a great deal; it had not been any expence to 
the public, That ſuch a regiment was of very eſſential 
ſervice in defence of the country, and could produce him 
no ſort of advantage, nor any return for the large fum it 
had coſt him. In no ſenſe therefore did it merit the name 
of a job, With regard to his ſon's having the command of 
it, that matter had taken place in conſequence of the gen- 
tlemen of the cinque ports having applied to him, and de- 
bred that one of his family might be at the head of it. His 
lon was not to receive any pay, neither was he to gain 
rank by it. He was merely doing his duty to his country, 
n ſuch a manner, as he had thought it became him to act, 
and which ſurely could not be imputed to him or his fon as 
« matter of blame, by any man of candour, or any man 
Who ſaw the thing in its true light, The regiment was, as 
be had ſaid, a fencible regiment, and there were ſeveral 
Joung gentlemen, not older than his ſon at the head of regi- 
ments of the militia ; he could not therefore think that the 


honourable gentleman would, after what he had ſaid, object to 


e Papers being referred to a committee, on 


ac ſingle 
Iii 2 


ground 


The regiment was now nearly completed, 


Sir Philip 
ennings 


be. 


Mr. T. 


Townſend. Lord in the blue ribband, that moſt certainly the ſeat of the 


_ nourable gentleman be appointed to the vacant deanery d 
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ground of his fon's uy appointed to the command of Wl x 
rhe regiment now raifing for the defence of the cinque ports, e 
fince it was one of the cheapeſt to the public ever raiſed, and 
had not even coft them the levy money of a guinea a man, if 
paid to the militia. it 
Sir Philip Jennings Clerke acknowledged he was not aware WW 6 
that his Lordſhip's regiment was a fencible regiment, having i 
ever conſidered the term ſencible as applying ſolely to the WW th 
regiments raiſed in Scotland. He ſaid he was well aware in 
what maner the noble Lord's other regiments were raiſed, 
but he had not before known the particular conditions on 
which his regiment of red coats had been raiſed. 
The right honourable T. Town/hend agreed with the noble 


honourable gentleman, the noble Lord's near relation, wa 
not vacated, as his appointment came directly within the 
meaning of the two clauſes, which he had the honour to 
fo move in the act of Parliament, and which had been juſt 
read by the clerk at the table. His honourable friend near 
him, notwithſtanding the ground of objection which he had 
flarted to the papers being referred to a committee, had been 
done away, deſerved the thanks of that Houſe, and of the 
public, for having called the attention of gentlemen to the 
new levies, which certainfy were of a very ſerious nature, 
and claimed the notice of Parliament in an eminent degree, 
fore, however, he proceeded further, he begged tle WWs : 
Houſe in general to know, that though he meant freely to WM} 
canvaſs the ſubje& then under conſideration, he had no in» {icon 
tention to give perſonal offence to any man, or any del 
eription of men; he meant to do his duty as a member of 
Parliament; and in doing that, he ſhould not pay any f- 
gard to the doctrine of its being neceſſary to keep within 
bounds. Every thing which exceeded the proper freedom d 
debate, he certainly Bone avoid, but that freedom be 
ever would maintain. Having ſaid this, he began to caval 
the propriety of an honourable gentleman, who had nere. 
been in the atmy, and who knew nothing of military bit 
[Mr. Fullarton] being appointed to the command of a f. 
— He faid it was à cruel injury to the army, and! 
unjuſtifable matter in itſelf. As well might the bo, 


Saliſbury, or the, vacant feat on the bench of the court Won: 

eommon pleas. He complained of the general partiality yr 

accepting the offers to raiſe regiments, in almoſt every rey" Uſte 
a | whid 


bn . 


of ich, the army had been groſſly ill uſed, by having 
ts, (ther very young and inferior officers raiſed to high com- 
nd marids, or thoſe appointed to them, who had never ſerved 
an tefore, and were total ſtrangers to the army. He inſtanced 
be cafes of Colonel M*Cormick, Colonel Keating, Colonel 
are gtanton, and others, whom he had on prior occaſions men- 
ing WW boged in debate, and then compared the favour ſhewn to 
the WW them, with the conduct that had been held to the Earl of 
in Derby, Major Stanhope, and the Eail of Harrington; the 
ed, nter of whom was ſent to the Weſt- Indies, and ſubjected 
ono the command of a ſuperior officer, who but the other 
tay was only a lieutenant on half pay, He inſtanced the 

bl BW hard fate of Colonel Meadows and Colonel Muſgrave, the 
the nter of whom he deſcribed as coming home, and aſked 
Wag if he was to have no reward for his long and gallant ſer- 
the nes but his many wounds and a ruined conſtitution ?. He 
to WW placed Colonel Fullarton's appointment in every poſſible dit- 
ju antagedus light, but confined himſelf entirely to the 
er Parliamentary rules of debate, and repeatedly avowed his 
bad WW having no intention to give perſonal offence, and his 
cen MW thorough conviction of the honourable gentleman's reſpec- 
the able character. He loudly reprobated what he deemed 
the n unfair partiality to the Scotch, declaring, at the ſame 
ure, ume, that he abhorred national reflections as much as any 
man ; that he was _— to own a Scotchman would make 


the 8 good an officer as an Engliſhman. All he meant to ob- 
Fuß ga to, was, the excluſive appointment of the Scotch to the 


wmmand of the new regiments. If a Scotchman was once 
pointed to the command of a regiment, from that hour, 
role aſſerted, Engliſhmen were excluded from the regiment, 
te · er no Engliſh officer could hold a commiſſion init. This 

be termed a hardſhip and a partiality, which however invi- 
fious his mention of it might appear, he felt it his duty, as 
member of Parliament, to ſtate to the Houſe, He aſked 
the Engliſh officers were to attempt to get commiſſions in 


be regiments raiſed in Scotland, would they be permitted ? 


be by then were Scotch colonels to have their head quarters 
. Verby } Was the ſervice of the honourable gentleman's 
ment ſuch as no Engliſh officer would undertake — He 
bo ſure there were many who would moſt readily under 
1 hy aud who would have gladly accepted of the fame 
rt omiſſion on the ſame terms. | For theſe and other 

| & 4 he ohjected to the papers being referred to the conſſ= 


Mr. 
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Mr. Eden next ſaid, that a particular friendſhip for Co- 
lonel Muſgrave, induced him to ſet the Houſe right as to 
fact, which he thought material, only becauſe a few point; 
of military conduct are matters of indifference to militar 
men, It had been ſtated by the right honourable gentleman 
that the officer alluded to, was coming home with wounds, 
and without promotion, and this in a manner which implied, 
that he was coming home in diſguſt. Mr. Eden added, thy 
however great Lieut, Col. Mulgrave's pretenſions might be, 
he would ever be moſt unlikely to quit actual ſervice from 
any conſideration, but the poſſible one of ill health: He 
had reaſon to hope however, that Lieut. Col. Muſgrate 
was not coming home, but was very lately apppointed 
quarter-maſter-general by the exccllent officer now com, 
manding in the lceward iſlands. As to Colonel Muſgraye 
merits, he would not attempt to do juſtice to them; in- 
deed it was not within the compaſs of any eloquence in the 
Houſe to give any encomium to that officer which was not 
amply deſerved, 

Mr. Townſhend anſwered Mr, Eden by ſaying, the honours 
ble gentleman had miſconceived him; and in order to prove 
this, he re-worded what he had faid reſpecting Colonel Mul- 

rave. 
a Mr. Fuller roſe in behalf of his relation Colonel! M*Cor- 
mick, and proved, that he had been long in the army, and had 
many years ago roſe to the rank of Captain, but had fine 
ſold out. 

The Secretary at Mar, in reply to Mr. Townfhend, ſhew- 
ed that various noblemen and others who had never been in 
the army, had been ſuffered to raiſe regimencs, and command 
them laſt war. [Being called on by Colonel Batrè to nant 
them.] He mentioned Licut-nant-General Frazer, Generl 
Morris, and ſeveral others. With regard to the partiality to 
the Scotch, which had been complained of, he produced? 
long lift, whence it appeared that the complaint was iI|-fount: 
ed. In anſwer to the attack upon Colonel Fullarton's az! 
pointment, he ſpoke of the honourable gentleman's offer 10 
government in very high terms, and ſaid, that when gentle 
men of active minds and enterpriſing ſpirits, made a tender d 
their abilities, and pointed out particular ſervices of the fit 
importance, it ſurely would be indefenſible in government i 
have turned a deaf ear to their offers, eſpecially when the con 
ditions, on which they tendered their regiments, were much 
cheaper to the public than thoſe of other perſons, That 

I ſervith 


ſe 
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crvice for which the honourable gentleman's regiment was 
geſtined, would, when a pioper time for its being known 
came, he doubted not, ſufficiently apologize for the appoint- 
ment, which had now been ſo much complained of. 

General Burgoyne, in anſwer to the Secretary at War, ſaid, General 
that the appointment of Lieutenant-General Frazer, to a high Bg. 
command laſt war, had been a political, not a military mea- 
ſure, That the idea was a very wiſe one, as it was with a 
view to endeavour to reconcile ſome of the northernmoſt clans, 
which had entertained old prejudices againſt the government ; 
that it anſwered its end, and as well as ſerving to raiſe ſome 
brave regiments of hardy ſoldiers, it effectually rooted out the 
ancient animoſities of thoſe parts of the Scotch nation, which 
had been moſt inveterate againſt this country, The General 
ſpoke a good deal at large upon the topics touched upon by 
Mr. Townſend, and contended that an army without diſci- 
pline, was of no ſervice whatever, and that a regiment of raw 
recruits, headed by an inexperienced leader in martial matters, 
was not likely to carry any enterpriſe through with ſucceſs, 
= The Secretary at War rofe again, and re- explained thoſe Secretary at 
points upon which General Burgoyne in the courſe of his Ver. 
ſpeech expreſſed doubts. 

Mr. Byng was againſt referring the papers, and complained Mr. Pyng. 
of the groſs injuſtice, of appointing perſons who had never 
een in the army to the command of a regiment, while ſo 
many brave officers, who had ſerved for many years, were 
unemployed, He reprobated the plea for the appointment of 
the bonourable gentleman, that he was of an enterpriſing and 
ative ſpirit, aſſerting that ſuch a declaration was an illiberal 
attack upon the army, as it was neither more nor leſs than 
kjing, that there were not among thoſe already in the army, 
men equally enterpriſing, and ready to undertake whatever 
ervice the honourable gentleman's regiment might be ſent 
upon, Mr, Byng ſtated the cuſtom of the army when he be- 
longed to it, and ſaid, that had he continued in it, he ſhould 
dow have been twenty-ſeven years in it, without attaining 
the command of a regiment, whereas the honourable gentle- 
han was, if the preſent eſtimates paſſed, to be promoted to the 
ink of Lieutenant- Colonel at a ſingle ſtep. He complained 
if the great partiality ſhewn to the Scotch, and ſaid he did 
ot envy that nation, he only wiſhed his own countrymen 
Might be put on an equality with them, and ſhare with them 
le ſavours of government. | 
Mr. Fox threw out a variety of pointed ſarcaſms on clerks Ms. Hh. 
id tommis being ſuddenly converted into officers of — 

ran 
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tenk, and ridiculed the idea of the appointment of the honou- 
rable gentleman being excuſed, on the plea of its being merely 
ducing the war, and that when peace came, he and other gen- 
tlen.en preferred to the rank of Colonels at once, would he: 
come private men again. He aſked whether the time of wy 
was not the time when officers of experience were mol 
wanted hy their country, and rank in the army moſt eftinz. 
ble? What did it uy: in time of peace, who was à Cg 
lonel, or who was not? Rank then, was.qnly the inſtrumegs 
which procured officers, whoſe ſervices merited reward, a con. 
Fortable and honourable proviſion. The army was at al 
times an object, of which, it well became that Houle, to 
extremely jealous ; but maſt particularly ſo, when new regi 
ments were —_—_ abundance, and the commands { 
extraordinarily beſtowed, that it warranted a ſuſpicion thi 


ſooner or later the army was intended to be employed agzind h 
the liberties of the people. There had ſcarcely been an a 
acgepted, or an offer rejected, within the laſt eighteen month fi 
which did not prove either a ſcandalous, partiality, or a nd th 
unwarrantable refuſal. Let gentlemen conſider the handſoad th 
offer of the Earl of Derby, to raiſe a regiment, and the na” 
ner in which it had been refuſed, Let them recollect that 
only objection inſinuated, was the Earl's having deſired p 
manent rank, but that he had afterwards waved that chu de 
As anf evaſion it had been ſaid, there was no letter from t} but 
Earl of Derby, ſpecifying that he had ſo waycd it; and tho had 
it was allowed that he had made the declaration publicly ol 
the Houſe of Lords, it was pretended that no notice could H 
taken by office of what was there ſaid, This, however, wal law 
\Rrike every man of candour as 2 pitiful quibble, and ,wou but 
make the conduct of miniſtry appear rather worſe than bett = 


Let the Houſe remember the anſwer given to Major Stn 

who died as much in the ſervice of his country as if hel 

loſt his life in action at the head of his regiment! Let th 

remember likewiſe the refuſal to Lord Chatham, and the g 

| how . to Mr. Grenville, brother to Lord Temple and 
* 
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He declared he objected to various parts of the papers 
then under conſideration... If the men who had been raiſed 
eu. da one condition to ſerve in the troop of horſe [Colonel 
des Holroyd's] and who were afterwards put upon a different 
"EY footing, and re-atteſted, as he underſtood, for that purpoſe, 
had not had a free alternative of either being re- atteſted or diſ- 
charged, as they thought proper, they had not been fairly 
treated. ; 

Mr. Fox entered into an argument on the reſpectability 
and antiquity of the family of the Earl of Derby, and others, 
whoſe offers to raiſe regiments had been refuſed deducing 
from the premiſes, that ſuch men were beſt attached to the con- 
ſtituion, and moſt likely to preſerve the liberties of the people; 
inferring, that he was warranted to ſuſpect from their offers 
having deen rejected, that the new regiments were deſigned 
to do ſomething adverſe to thoſe liberties. He took occa- 
fon in this part of his ſpeech, to advert to the antiquity of 
the Scotch families, and ridiculed them. He ſaid further, 
that he had no objeQtion to the Scotch; that among his 
friendſhips, many of them were with gentlemen of that 
country whom he eſteemed and loved ; but ſtill he could 
not help now and then reflecting on what had paſt in for- 
mer times, Forget and forgive, was an eaſy maxim to ſpeak, 
but a hard matter to practice. When he conſidered what 
had happened twice within a century; that the moſt danger- 
ous attacks on the conſtitution had come from the northern 
part of the kingdom, he could not but be alarmed, when he 
law the partiality daily ſnewn to Scotchmen, He could not 
dut recolle&, that at one time, in order to obtain power, the 
deotch had agreed to give up what they held moſt dear, their 
religion, and to ſwallow popery, ſuch was their eagerneſs to 

abliſh an abſolute monarch, and to exerciſe their love af 
tyranny, Reflecting on theſe matters therefore, he owned, 
he was alarmed at the number of Scotch officers, who had 
If late got into the army, more eſpecially the number of 
boſe who had obtained the commands of new raiſed regi- 
nents, He concluded with declaring that he ſhould vote 
lainſt the papers being referred to a committee, 

Col. Holroyd, (aid, he believed the beſt method of replying Col. Het 
dwhat had. been inſinuated, would be by a ſhort account how -d. 
de corps happened to be raiſed. Laſt ſummer, during the 
me invaſion was moſt talked of, he ſaid he wrote to the 
retary at war, acquainting him, that if more light troops 
ere wanted, he thought it was in his power to raiſe them. 
e mentioned at the ſame time, that he merely wiſhed to be 
Vol. XVII. K kk uſeful 
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that there was not in that houſe, or in England, a more inds 
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uſeful ; that his ſituation as Major of the Suſſex Militia waz; 

agreeable to him as any military ſituation could be. He never Wl g 
applied to any minifter, he never had before the leaſt inter. 
courſe with the Secretary at War, or chief in command, He 
only wrote by the poſt, in the ſtile of a man offering his aſi. 
Rance, not thinking of acquiring advantage to himſelf, He 
received an anſwer that the King accepted his offer, The x. 
giment was raiſed ina very ſhort time, both men and horſe, 
and he believed thoſe who had ſeen them would ſay there wen 
not finer in the ſervice, without one farthing expence to the 
publick. He had neither ſtipulated for permanent rank nor 
half pay for himſelf, He would preſume to fay, the public, or 
government, or whatever they pleaſed to call it, was infinitely 
more obliged to him, than he was to government. There wa 
nothing in the gift of government could make him amends for 
the neglect of his private affairs, the deſertion of his family, 
the defertion of his home, a home to which he was as much u. 
tached as any man in that houſe poſſibly could be; a home 
however, which he had ſcarce ſeen ſince the war with France 
began. But thoſe were the thanks to be expected from thok 
honorable gentlemen, who (called to order). As to the buſineh 
of — the men, that was ſtrangely miſrepreſented, 
It was not till the corps was raiſed that he was informed, it 
was intended as a fenſible corps. He did not know that ſuch 
corps exiſted out of Scotland.“ He repreſented to the Con- 
mander in chief the diſappointment it would be to his officers, 
who came from old regiments, He was told his regiment 
ſhould be put on the eftabliſhment to ſerve at large, if bis men 
would re-atteft for that purpoſe. He went to the regiment, 
explained the buſineſs fully, and all, except a very few, imme 
diately conſented to re- atteſt. The change was very diſadvat- 
tageous to him, he ſubjected himſelf to go on any ſervice, a 
though there was not a man in England to whom it would be 
more inconvenient. He ſaid he ſhould only add therefort 


pendent man than he was, either from principle, diſpoſitiol, 
or ſituation. He found, however, the part he took in the Mik 
bourne-Port buſineſs, was confidered by ſome as a mark of his 


dependanee: but he had infinite ſatisfaction in the opportunin ſl, © 
of propoſing ſuch an act of juſtice; his intention, was to ſup 4 
port the miniſter, as the ſervant of the public. 17 
Mr. Far in reply to Colonel Holroyd, deſired to know . * 
ther the men of his regiment had been allowed the fair altem. 
tive of being diſcharged in cafe they did not like to be te % 


teſted or not. 
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320 Colonel Holroyd would not anſwer, but faid no member 
ver vas warranted to interrogate him. 


ter- The Lord Advocate [Dundas] ſaid, the honourable gentle- The rd 
He man { Mir. Fox] had, when he was younger, been much Advocati. 


fl. WY wiſer ; there was a time, and he might very well remember 
He BW it, when he fat on the treaſury bench, and maintained, that 
*. WY the voice of the people was to be collected no where but in 
ſes, he Houſe of Commons; but he doubted not a time would 
vere WY come, ere long, when the honourable gentleman would be 
te viſe again, and agree with him in opinion, that — — 
nor WW mode of proceeding uſed by oppoſition could be productive 
or 7 anarchy, diſgrace, and confuſion. 


been ſo perſonally directed againſt him, by the learned gen- 
for WW tleman who ſpoke laſt. He expected that ſuch an attack 
ily, BY would be made, and that it would come from ſuch a quar- 
er, The learned gentleman had talked of what he was 
me Bl totally ignorant, ſince the aſſertions to which he alluded 
ce were made before he had a ſeat in the Hauſe, He had been 
miſinformed, and he had ſpoken agreeable to that miſre- 


nek preſentation. No man who was in the Houſe at the time, 
ted, and who heard the opinion that he gave, would have dared 
Ji a > O ES 
a” miſrepreſent him in ſuch a manner; but ſpeaking in con- 
deu quence of the report which he had received, he had dared 
J to do it, and he was excuſable, becauſe he did not know 
A whether he was right or not. 

ne In the ſecond or third ſpeech which he had ever made in 
en, lis life, and at a time when he was only one and twenty 
we. bean of age, perhaps expreffions might drop from him 
* which were looſe and undefined; but it would be very un- 


ulyal indeed to examine ſuch expreſſions with rigour. He 
tel bevever wiſhed that every aſſertion which he had made 
ore, ſhould be fairly tried; all that he wiſhed for was that his 
ae Vords ſhould be fairly repieſented, and that men who 
were not in Parliament at the time ſhould not take the re- 
K of newſpapers, nor of informers as evidence againſt 
im | | 


He appealed to the recollection of every man in the 
Houſe who was preſent at the time, whether he did not, in 
the gpinion which he gave in the affairs of the Middle- 
kx election, build all his argument in the power of the 
People, Every topic which he urged was founded on this 
Popular and proper doctrine, and was intended to maintain 
le power of the people in oppoſition to that of the crown and 

| Kkk2 | the 


r. Fox roſe, he ſaid, in anſwer to the attack that had Mr. Fer. 
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the Houſe of Lords. On this ground he had changed ng | 
opinion; but he ſaid that the voice of the people was to be 
collected in that Houſe ; and in the newſpapers it was added, Wil 1 
that he had ſaid that the voice of the people was not to be 6 
collected in petitions, 
Such an expreſſion could not fall from him: it would hae 
been as inapplicable as unjuſt. There were not any petitions 
then before the Houſe, There was no topic relating to ſuch 


a ſubject; but that the voice of the people was to be colledl- 
ed in that Houſe he had ſaid, and he ſtill faid fo. It was to 


be collected in that Houſe, until they acted in oppoſition 
to the voice of the people in the original capacity. In all e 
ordinary caſes it was the moſt practicable and expeditios Mi | 
means of declaring the ſenſe of the people ; but when the 7 
repreſentative body did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the conſtity, N 
ent, the voice of the latter was conſtitutional and conclufve, U 
This had been his opinion, and it would ſtill be ſo. He 


ſaid there was no man who had been more ſyſtematic in his 


opinions, and in his conduct, than himſelf. The noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon would do him the juſtice to ſay o 
It was his fault, and his misfortune to be too ſtubborn, in li c 
temper, indiſpoſed to the courting of popularity, and too le 
much matched and wedded to his opinions when formed, 
He would be bold to ſay that the noble Lord in the blue q 
ribbon would not aſſert that he had ever heard his public U 
doctrines at variance with his private, though he knew well le 
that he had often been ſurpriſed at opinions which that noble 
Lord had given in public after hearing his private {entiments, ex 
The honourable gentleman remarked with infinite humour on ge 
what the learned gentleman had faid reſpecting himſelf, and Bhi © 
his countrymen in general. N th 
Lori Geerge Lord George Gordon ſaid he would not anſwer any thing Bl = 
Eden. that had fallen from the laſt member, as it reſpected only iſ . 
himſelf, nor what came from the Lord Advocate; for thong ſer 
he bad ſpoken half an hour, he had not ſaid a ſyllable to the Cir 
ueſtion, His oratory indeed was very fine, He had given OF 
the Houſe Engliſh hopes with a Scottiſh accent: * Lingus ha 
Tuſcana in voce Romana,” It was, however, of very little 8 en 
value, and however elegant it was, nothing more nor lef Nec 
than what was denominated in Scotland ** the gift of the BN Fir 
b.“ It was as little regarded, however, in Scotland 35 Ser 
was in that Houſe, and there were even ſome of his ſpeeches 3 


for which he would be torn to pieces in Scotland. He owned 


that many of the nobility and the gentry of Scotland, 
5 PF, ine 
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ſuteen peers and the forty-five members were dependent on 
the crown and adherents of the miniſter, The poor, the 
induſtrious part of the people, were the only dependent of the 
Scotch nation. | 


General Conway returned to the queſtion, and ſaid he General 
could not objeck to going into the committee, becauſe he Conway. 


could not object to the eſtimate in the groſs ; but to the 
particular corps which a gentleman was appointed to com- 
mand, who had no military {kill and no military rank, He 
had no objection to the corps of Colonel Humberſton. He 
was entitled to it by his rank; but though he highly eſteem- 
el the private character of Mr, Fullarton, he thought it an 
injury to the army that he ſhould have the command of a 
regular regiment, when there were ſo many veteran mayors, 
who had the pretenſion of wounds, experience, and ſervice 
to plead for preference, 


Lord George Germain ſaid, that Mr, Fullarton had been Lord George 
attuated by pure zeal and ſpirit on this occaſion, as to his Vain. 


knowledge, he had given up a much more lucrative employ- 
ment, that he might ſerve his country in this arduous and 
eritical moment. No inſult or injury had been offered to the 
ſervice by accepting of his ofier to raiſe a regiment, It 
was wanted for a ſpecial purpoſe on a ſudden; a very gallant 
apd advantageous offer was made, and at that time there 
were no other offers, ſo that other men coald not be pre- 
ferred, 


Mr. Burke anſwered the noble Lord, and ſaid, it was Mr. Bu, ke. 


exceedingly ſingular that he ſhould rite in vindication of a 
gentleman who had not been attacked, and ſay nothing in 
defence of miniſters againſt whom the whole ſtrength of 
the debate had gone, There were no other offers then made 
as that a reaſon for accepting this? No other offers for 
this particular proviſion could be made, as the nature of the 
ſervice was only known to Mr. Fullarton. It was a moſt 
direct injury to the army, and violated every rule and prin- 
cple of the ſervice, He went at large into the topic which 
had been much infiſted on during the debate, of prejudices 
on the one fide and partiality on the other with reſpect to 
Scotland, He deteſted all general imputations—all marked 
partialities - all determined proſcriptions. They were dan- 
gerous and fatal, We ought to be united in heart and affec- 
lion as well as in intereſt, and to have: but one common 
undiyided claim to favour. 

He 
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He would be as great an enemy to an Iriſh partiality, 
to a- Southern partiality, as he was to a Scotch partialj. 
ty. In the infancy of their union with this country there 
was cauſe for partiality and favour, fince the principal men, 
by feeling the advantages of a well regulated and a free go- 
vernment, would tend to conciliate the affections of the 
whole, But muſt they be always in their infancy ? Muſt 
they ſtill be fed and nouriſhed ro keep them quiet and re. 
conciled ? It was the marked partiality which he condemned, 
not the country. He paid them high compliments, as an 
mgenious and an enterpriſing people. As to the particular 
regiment, raiſed ſo unaccobntably and ſo contrary to the 
rules of the ſervice, he muſt give his vote againſt it, and he 
wiſhed to go into the committee on purpole. 

Mr. George Mr. George On/Ijxw ſaid that theſe expreſſions might have 

, a tendency to raiſe heats and animoſities in the army. He 
obſerved that in the laſt war ſeveral regiments were raiſed þ 
peers, by the Duke of Rutland, the Duke of Kingſton, 
and others who had no rank before; and why then ſhould 
objections be made to this, It would be invidious to begin 
here. 

Lord North. Lord North ſaid a few words to ſhew that the preſent plan 
of temporary rank was preferable to that of the laſt war, 
when permanent rank was given. 

The queſtion. for going into the committee now paſlled, 
and the Speaker left the chair, f 

Mr. Secre- Mr. Secretary at [Yar moved that the ſum of 33, 300. 

tary at Mar. and odd, be granted for the expence of the troops raiſed it 
the year 1789. This was for all the corps. The expence 
of Mr. Fullarton's corps by itſelf was 8, 700 and odd 
pounds, ſo that thoſe who wiſhed to oppoſe that vote, 
would move that the ſum of 24, Ooool. and odd ſhould be 

ranted. 

Mr. Thmas Mr. Thomas Townſhend roſe, he ſaid, to oppoſe the vote 

Townſvend. for Mr. Fullarton's corps from the firmeſt opinion of id 
being contrary to every rule and regulation of the ſervice, 
He, for his own part had no prejudice to any part of thi 
country, He thought that the Scotch were yery able off 
cers, and their zeal and their enterprize did them honou!, 
But he did not nor could he ſupport ſo evident and marke 
a partiality. as appeared in favour of that conntry in tht 
preſent reign. He thought Engliſh officers juſt as goo 7 


Scotch; he thought Scotch officers juſt as good as ew 
eren 
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Gyeral offers had been made equally ſpirited and equally 


berſton, and when he ſaw a Colonel Meadows and a Colonel 


n, Musgrave unemployed, he could not be patient when ſuch 
o- ppoiatments were made. He would be bold to fay, that 
he Win the new-raiſed corps, there were four or five Scotch offi- 
ut Wiicers for one Engliſh, The Yorkſhire Rangers were all 
re» Woficered by Scotch; and Major Stanhope, who had a na- 


tural intereſt in the county of Derby, had been refuſed a re- 
ment, Mr, Duburgh, a gentleman of family in Ireland, 
was alſo refuſed permiſſion to raile a corps. Lord Roſs, of the 
tingdom of Ireland, who was a major general, was refuſed ; 
and another gentleman, who was a colonel in the ſervice, Their 
offers were as noble and advantageous ; for they only deſired 
the continuance of their own rank, | 


by WiWtzined fewer prejudices than himſelf, He deteſted them. 
on, le had many valuable friends in Scotland, and he had the 
ud pleaſure to ſay that many noble perſons in that country went 
gin and in hand with England on the preſent occaſion. He 


iſhed, for his part, to unite every part of the empire, and 
to loſe, if poſſible, the very names of diſtinction. It had 
een the ſyſtem of this unfortunate reign to maintain it- 
elf by diviſion and diſcord. Divide et impera had been its 
favourite plan. It had accompliſhed the divide, but the 
mera he hoped would never follow. Ireland had been di- 
nided from England, England from Scotland, and America 
from Great Britain. 

This ſyſtem of diviſion and diſcord had ſet brother a- 
panſt brother, man againſt man, and connexion againſt 
Feonnexion, He wiſhed to ſee that ſyſtem ſuperſeded by 


ff the empire, and proſcribed nothing but inability and 
emerit. | 

At eleven o'clock, the queſtion was put upon the ſum 
or Colonel Holroyd's dragoons which was agreed to with- 
ut a diviſion, The queſtion was next put upon the ſam 
or Mr, Fullarton's corps, when the committee divided. 
For the queſtion - - 102. 
Againſt it - - 66. 

e queſtion was then put on Colonel Humberſton's corps, 
ich was agreed to without a diviſion. The whole ſum 
Wd for theſe ſervices being 33, 300 and odd pounds. 


advantageous with thoſe of Mr, Fullarton and Major Hum- 


me family and concord, which had an eye to every part 


April | 


439 


Mr. Fox ſaid, that of all men breathing, no one enter- Mr. Fer. | 


4 


Lord C cor ge 


iS. 


Mr. D. Cole. 


arrived in town the preceding evening. 


Lord Ed- 


ward Ben- 


Sir Richard 
Sutton. 


Fordingham, Newark, &c. contending throughout, 1 
1 
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The following county petitions were preſented : that of 
Derby, by Lord George Cavendiſh. His Lordſhip obſerved 
that the petition was the united voice of the whole country 
that it originated ſpontaniouſly from the people themſelves 
that no perſon whatever, ſuppoſed to have weight or conſe. 

uence in the county, offered to lead or dictate; that a con- 
erable period had intervened between the time, ſevery 
other counties had called meetings, and agreed to petitions 4 
and though he and his friends were convinced of the necel. 
fity and propriety of petitioning, they were of opinion that 
it would be more proper to leave the county to judge for it. 
ſelf. He ſpoke likewiſe of the committees and atlociations; 
and feared, if the petitions and prayers of the people were 
not attended to, that very alarming or fatal conſequences 
might follow. —He further obſerved, that though the meet- 
ing had not met till Saturday ſe'nnight, nevertheleſs a very 
clear and decided majority of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of that county had ſigned their names to it. 

Mr. D. Cote faid, he was as ready to ſupport the right of 
3 as the noble Lord, or as any other perſon in that 

ouſe. He was further convinced, that the grievances fe 
forth in the petition exiſted ; he felt them himſelf, as an indi- 
vidual; and he was perſuaded that the petition which the ro- 
ble Lord had in his hand contained the genuine ſenſe of the 
frecholders of the county of Derby. If he had not thought 
ſo; he would never have taken the part he had in the buſinels 
both at the meeting and ſince. He knew that the petition v 
delayed, merely to take the ſenſe of the county. He wa 
applied to by the Sheriff, to deliver it into the hands of the 
noble Lord. He waited on purpole, and as ſoon as it wi 
given into his poſſeſſion, he came off with it expreſs, and 


Lord Edward Bentinck moved for leave to bring up a pei- 
tion from the county of Nottingham. — He prefaced his no. 
tion with a few words; ſaid it was agreed to at a very full and 
reſpectable meeting almoſt unanimouſly, and had been fignel 
by upwards of 3500 names. F 

Sir Richard Sutton went into a kind of topographical de 
ſcription of the county : denied, that one half of the fret- 
holders had figned it ; ſpoke of the pariſh in which he refided, 
where, out of twenty-ſeven gentlemen, only ſix had ſub 


ſcribed their names. He purſued his political itinerary & 
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upon an average, not more than a fourth had figned, and in 
ſome towns and pariſhes not one. | 


Lord Edward Bentinck ſaid, he could not tell from whence Lord EA. 
the honourable gentleman drew his information ; but this he ward Ben- 
could affirm, that out of 4009 freeholders, 3 500 had ſigned * 


the petition. 


Sir Richard Sutton replied, that that number included all Sir Richard 
thoſe who paid taxes, as well as thoſe who had a right to Sutton, 


vote. 
Lord Edward Bentinck rejoined, that he could not exactly Lord E4- 
pledge his word, that every perſon whoſe name was figned to 2 Ben- 


the petition was a freeholder ; bat he underſtood, the peti- 
tion was a petition from the frecholders of the county of 


Nottingham. 


Sir Richard Sutton was again going to riſe ; but a general si, RE 
murmur of diſapprobation being expeſſed from every ſide of Sur. 


the Houſe, he fat down. 


Mr. Morgan preſented a petition from the county of Breck» Mr. Mor. 
nock, which he declared to be the genuine ſenſe of the county, gan. 

Lord Algernon Percy preſented a petition from the county ;,,,,- Alger- 
of Norththumberland, which he was well informed contained von Percy. 


the general ſenſe of his conſtituents, He was ſeconded by 
Sir William Middleton, in a ſhort ſpeech, to the ſame pur- 
poſe, 


Hon. Mr. Mar/ham preſented a petition from the county Hon. Mr. 
of Kent; ſaid, there were upwards of 3500 names already Marſpom. 


ſigned to it, and that there were two or three other ſkins of 
parchment, containing the names of ypwards, he believed, a 
thouſand more, which had not been tranſmitted, but were in 
town probably at the time while he was ſpeaking, He aſſured 
the Houſe, that he had taken no public or private part ia the 
buſineſs ; that the petition which he had in his hand, neyer- 
theleſs, contained his ſentiments ; and though he cautiouſly 
abſtained from any interference, as a repreſentative, never- 
theleſs, as both a petitioner and a member of that Houle, he 
approved of committees and aſſociations ; for it was jnfinitely 
ndiculous and abſurd, in his opinion, to allow the right of 
petitioning for redreſs of grievances, and at the fame time 
to contend, that in caſe redreſs ſhould be refuſed by that 
Houſe, that the petitioners were thereby concluded, and 
were incompetent to ſeek it by every legal and conftitutional 
means in their power. He acknowledged, that the petition 
in his hand did not contain the united unanimous ſenſe of the 
county ; that he had a counter petition to preſent from à part 

Vol. XVII. L 11 of 


Mr. Hony- 
16} 


Sir Horace 


Mann. 


by his honourable friend, He meant one of thoſe who dilap- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1785 


of his conſtituents, many of whom were men of as high 
rank, credit, reputation, independency, and integrity, a 
any other within or without that Houſe ; but while he wa 
delivering his pwn ſentiments on the preſent occaſion, he 
thought it incumbent both to ſuch of his conſtituents as had 
ſigned the petition which he was about to preſent, and him- 
ſelf ; that on one point there was not a ſecond opinion in the 
county, that of recommending ceconomy in the expenditure 
of the public money, To that point both petitions went; 
and hkewiſe, though the ſentiments contained in the petition 
which he held in his hand was not the unanimous ſenſe of the 
county of Kent, it was the ſenſe of a very cided, clear, and 
inequivocal majority of the freeholders. | 

Mr. Honywood confirmed every thing which had been af. 
ſerted by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He ob. 
ſerved, notwithſtanding the county of Kent preſented ſuch a 
— of coaſt, full of ports and harbours, ſwarming with 
cuſtom-houſe, revenue, and coaſt officers ; notwithflanding 
it contained an archbiſhopric and biſhopric, and of courle 
that ſpecies of influence, attached to thoſe kind of eſtabliſh» 
ments ; notwithſtanding the noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
was Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, and Governor of 
Dover Caſtle, and went down in the county, ſurrounded with 
the double weight of Miniſter and Lord Warden ; notwith- 
ſtanding there were two royal docks (Deptford and Worl- 
wich) in the county, to which ſo much influence and patro- 
nage were inſeparably annexed ; and that many perſons, 
ſome of whom were of the firſt weight and influence 1n the 
county, enjoyed high poſts, places, and emoluments, under 
government ; notwithſtanding all theſe ſources of never-fail- 
ing influence, the petition in his honourable friend's hand, 
including the two or three ſkins of parchment not annexed, 
amounted to upwards of 4000 names, while the other peti- 
tioners could not, with their utmoſt efforts, muſter more 
than 1870, 

Sir Horace Mann ſaid, he was one of the petitioners alluded 


F K A 0  } ww mbH Aa as wc _ + _—oX-£ _ SS ==» . 


_— —— ce —_ _ 


r a  QXXMAmc RN a Co. 


proved of many parts of the petition which the honouradi 

entleman held in his hand, The petition which he hu 

gned, and which his honourable friend ſaid he would pre- 
ſent, contained his ſentiments ſo fully reſpecting the commit 
tees and aſſociations, that it was needleſs for him to add af 
thing upon the preſent occaſion. . Since he was up, howeſeh 
he ſaid he could not help declaring, viva voce, that he deze 


the committees arid aſſociations had a moſt dangerous and 
alarming tendency ; that they threatened anarchy and public 
confuſion 3 that they might be productive of the worſt, but 
could be productive of no good conſequences ; and without 
looking further than the avowed ſentiments which they con- 
tained, they called for the diſapprobation, if not deteſtation, 
of that Houſe, becauſe they went to eſtabliſh a controul over 
that Houſe, repugnant to the ſcheme and ſpirit of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution, They ſaid to Parliament, you muſt do 
this, or we will. adopt meaſures to compel you, This was a 
doftrine he ſhould ever ſet his face againſt; it amounted to a 
direct ſubverſion of the conſtitution, and as ſuch, ſhould be 
reſiſted by him in every form, and upon every occaſion, both 
in that Houſe and out of it. 

He was ready to ſay, in the language of the petition 
which he had figned, that at no preceding period in this coun- 
try was public ceconomy more — {ag We were en- 
gaged in a dangerous and expenſive war with the united 
branches of the Houſe of Bourbon, We were engaged in a 
conteſt with a very conſiderable part of our own ſubjects. 
The burdens neceſſary to bear us out in ſuch a dangerous 
conteſt, muſt be great; and it was the indiſpenfible duty of 
miniſters to give every poſſible ſatis faction to thoſe who were 
deſtined to bear theſe burthens ; that the money raiſed upon 
them, in order to ſupport the great cauſe in which the country 
was engaged, and on which its very exiſtence as an indepen- 
dent nation depended, was faithfully and ceconomically ex- 
pended, So far therefore as the petitions of the people wetit 
to thegreat object of public ceconomy, no man would ſupport 


the mmore chearfully, 


He replied to ſeveral paſſages in Mr. Honywood's ſpeech, 
particularly reſpetting the ſappoſed exiſting influence in that 
county. He could ſay for himſelf, that no man was more 
independent. He did not defire any credit for à bare aſſer- 
tion: he appealed to his line of conduct in that Houſe, as 
well as without. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon was no 
ſtranger to both. His Lordſhip, he dared to ſay, did not 
look upon himſelf under any great obligations to him in his 
miniſterial capacity. He ſhould be ſorry to be conſidered 
fickle, 9 . or deſultory, He knew his conduct with 
thoſe who knew him not might admit of ſuch an interpreta- 


tion. Be that as it might, he acted from a ſenſe of his duty. 


He might be wrong, but he could ſincerely declare, that he 


was neyer fo 1 1 the point of influence 
| 2 


exiſting 


Mr . Mar = 
ſbam. 


Sir George 
Cornewesll. 


Mr. Criſp 


NMelyneux. 
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exiſting in the county of Kent, he was free to ſay, that he 
believed there never was a. petition ſigned in that, or any 
other county, which contained the ſentiments of the people 
who had ſigned their names more than that to which he had 
been alluding. | Fetch 

As ſoon as he came to his place he opened the contents of 
the other, or counter-petition. He obſerved, that the peti- 
tion now in his hand, as well as that he had juſt preſented, 
agreed preciſely in the ſame principle of hativnal ceconomy, 
It was his duty to preſent it as being the ſenſe of a very nu- 
merous and reſpectable part of his conſtituents, It contained 
his own ſo far as it went; and where it fell ſhort of the other 
petition he copld not help again repeating, it fell ſhort of his 
own public and private ſentiments, 

Mr. Manſbam then brought up the petition, which, as 2 
matter of couſe, was referred to the committee, by 

Sir George Cornzwall preſented the Herefordſhire petition, 
He prefaced it with a few words, aſſuring the Houſe," that 
it contained the ſentiments of a very great majority of the 
frecholders of the county he had the honour to repretent, and 
as ſuch, had been ſigned by a very great majority of thein, 

Mr. Crip Molyneux prelented a petition from the county 
of Cambridge. He entered into a narrative of the meeting, 
the great number of freeholders who attended it, the unan\- 
mity which prevailed there, not one perſon having roſe to op- 
poſe the principle, though one or two had objected to the 
committees and aſſociations. | 

He begged leave to acquaint the Houſe how he came to be 
the perſon pitched upon to preſent it to that Houſe. When 
the petition was read and agreed to, one hand only being held 
up againſt it, a motion was made that ſaid petition be preſent- 
ed by the county Members. They had before _ ed their 
diſapprobation of the contents, conſequently the freeholders, 
upon motives of common ſenſe and common prudence, 
thought it extremely improper that thoſe who avowed their 
diſapprobation ſhould be entruſted with enforcing the prayer 
of it in Parliament. The queſtion was hewever, put on the 
motion, that the county Members do preſent it, which paſ. 
fed in the negative by a prodigious majority, He believed 
from 4oudts having been raiſed, and reaſons urged, the ſame 
queſtion was propoſed upwards of twenty times, and as of- 
ten clearly rejected, by the ſenſe of the meeting, a very few 
hands only excepted. In the courſe of thoſe altercations, the 
county Members wete called upon to fay, whether or hot 
they would ſupport the petitions in Parliament! _ — 

1 eclin 
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teclined to give any ſpecific anſwer, He then launched forth 
into an eulogium on Whig government in general, on the 
lorious adminiſtration of the late Earl of Chatham, during 


the late war, and made uſe of ſeveral ſtrong expreſſions, re- 


prodating the ſyſtem formed at the commencement of the 

reſent reign, which he affirmed had been nouriſhed, ſup- 
„and rendered ſucceſsful, merely through the undue, 

cotrupt, and unconſtitutional influence of the Crown. 


dir Sampſon Giaron (one of the county Members) ſaid, he Sir Sanpſes 
had attended the meeting, with an intention of ſupporting Ci. 


the petition to the Houſe, recommending a faithful and œco- 
hothical expenditure of the public money; but, that he was 
much ſurprized and diſappointed to find, that ſo neceſſary and 
ſilutary a meaſure was accompanied with other matters, which 
he could by no means aſſent to, either as a Member of that 
Houſe, or a private individual; namely, commitees and aſ- 
ſociations, So far as the petition was directed to the point of 
economy, it was intitled to his entire and hearty approba- 
tion; but when aſſociations and committees, purpoſely eſta- 
diſhed to controul and direct the proceedings and judgment 
of that Houſe, formed a part of it, he thought it his du 

td expreſs his diſſent. What was this, but menacing thoſe 
td whom the petition was addreſſed ? and, inſtead of calling 
for a fair and diſpaſſionate determination, directly ſtating what 
the Houſe ſhould determine, and threatening them with the 
ronſequences in cafe of refuſal. 


Mr. Wilkes contended, that the honourable gentleman, he Mr. Pile. 


preſumed, forgot the circumſtances which he had with fo 
much confidence related. The fact was not that he approved 
of the petition, and only diſapproved of the Committees and 
Aſſociations, but that he diſapproved of the petitioning at 
al, as a meaſure improper, while we continued to be engaged 
I" a dangerous, expenſive war. | 


dir Jobn Hinge Cotton endeavoured to hold out the meeting Sir Jobs 
in 2 very contemptuous light; ſaid it was a market day at 2 che. 


Cimbridgez that perſons of every deſcription had forced 


themfelves into the ball, people who were not freeholders, 
lizers, and ſcholars z in ſhort, he believed there were not an 
dana red freeholders preſent at the meeting. He knew the 
perſons of the greateſt part of his conſtituents, and he could 
firm that there was not an bundred of them preſent, as far 
1 he could ju 

lt is true there were a few reſpectable perſons who attend- 
tl, There was particularly a noble Duke, who had deſerv- 
ly great intereſt in the county, and is chairman of the com- 

; mittee 


Mr. n. Mr. Wiltes contradicted the aſſertions of the laſt ſpeaker, 


Mr. NMaly- 


few others, were all the perſons of any conſideration, who 
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mittee [Duke of Rutland.) There was preſent another 
noble Duke, [Mancheſter], a perſon of great influence in 
his own country, of great reſpe& every where as an indivi. 
qual: but at the Cambridge meeting, who could have no par. 
ticular weight, as he did not know that he poſſeſſed a foot of 
land in the county. Theſe, a noble Lord called to the chair 
[Duncannon, ſon to the Earl of Beſborough |] the honour- 
able gentleman who held the petition in his hand, and a very 


appeared as promoters of the petition. His period of life, 
and ftate of health, had determined him not to offer his (er. 
vices ; but this he could fincerely declare, that had he any 
intention of again ſtanding for the county, the appearance 
and complexion of the meeting would not have deterred hin 
from again offering his ſervices; for though every perſon 
preſent at that meeting had oppoſed his future election, he 
would r have been pretty confident of ſucceſs on 
the poll. | 

He ſaid it had been propoſed that he and his worthy col. 
Kague ſhould be deſired, at the requeſt of the meeting, to 
preſent the petition, but that was over-ruled, as the honours 
able gentleman had ſtated, by a majority; but what was that 
majority compoſed of ?—Of. market-folks, the townſmen, 
and the rabble of Cambridge, collected together, he preſum- 
ed, for that purpoſe. This, he was entitled to ſay, could 
never be conſtrued as conveying the ſenſe of the county, 
whatever reſpect there might be juſtly due to ſome of the in- 
dividuals who aſſiſted at that meeting. 
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He inſiſted that no rudeneſs nor improper behaviour had been 
ſhewn to the honourable gentleman or his colleague ; but 
that the ſenſe of the meeting, as a matter of courſe, was 5 


ſtrongly -againſt intruſting the county Members with the de- 4 
.. livery of the petition, as unanimous in carrying into execu- i 
tion its whole tenor and contents. | 1 
Mr. Molyneux replied to ſeveral matters which had been 11 
aſſerted by the county Members, aud ſaid, that the names ne 
ſigned to the petition afforded a ſufficient anſwer to ee - 
contemptuous expreſſion made uſe of by the honourable h. * 
ronet who ſpoke laſt, The truth was, that the meeting w# 15 
not compoſed of a rabble; fo far from it, that 1200, thoug 2 
the time was ſo ſhort, had ſubſcribed their names to the pet for 
tion, which he believed was a clear deciſive majority of the 
freeholders ; ſuch a majority as the honourable Baronet wou F 
not be inclined to meet at the approaching election. He vn tk; 


aſtoniſhe 
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Atoniſhed to hear the honourable Gentleman deſcribe ſo re- 
ſpetable a body of his conſtituents under the denomination 
of a rabble. There was beſides a circumſtance attending 
that meeting, almoſt peculiar to itſelf, which was its ve 
convened at the requeſt of the yeomen of the county, a mo 


independent, and in every ſenſe, as to the purpoſes of the 


meeting, a reſpectable body of men, They were neither to 
he influenced to anſwer the purpoſes of faction, nor deterred 
from their duty from any corrupt motives, They appeared 
there as men free and independent, and though not perſons of 
great conſequence or weight, did not deſerve to be treated in 
ſo contemptuous a manner,—T he petition was brought up, 
and of courſe referred, 
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vir Charles Bonbury preſented the Suffolk petition; vouch- Sir Clarks 
ed for its containing the genuine ſenſe of his conſtituents, #anbary. 


and moved that it be referred to the Committee. 


At ten minutes after five, the order of the day was called r. Dane 


for, to take the petitions into conſideration, and the titles of the ning. 


ſaid petitions read, inall forty in number, when Mr. Dunning 
roſe, and ſaid, it was unneceſſary to obſerve that the ſubject 
matter to be taken into conſideration, was the ſubject matter 
contained in the petitions. Independent of the great objects 
which the petitions recommended to the care and attention 
of Parliament, which had been according to the particular 
ideas of the ſevera] claſſes of petitioners of a various nature, 
there was one great fundamental point on which they hinged, 
that of ſetting limits or pairing down the encreaſed, dange- 
rous, and alarming influence of the Crown, and an cecono- 
mical expenditure of the public money. In one point of 
view, both theſe objects might be fairly conſolidated into one 
great principle, For inſtance, if the public money was faith- 
fully applied, and frugally expended, that would reduce the 
influence of the Crown ; if, on the other hand, the influ- 
ence of the Crown was reſtrained within its natural and con- 
ſtitutional limits, it would once more reftore that power 
which the Conſtitution had veſted in that Houſe, the enquir- 
ing into and controuling the expenditure of public money 
but nevertheleſs, though the principle embraced one great ob- 
ject, a neceſſity aroſe, that the principle ſhould be divided; 
that is, the remedy ſhould, in purſuance of the objects beld 
forth and recommended in the petitions, be directed to two 

points, | 
Before he proceeded any further, therefore, he ſhould 
take it for granted, becauſe the fact ſtood ſo ſtated" in the 
petitions on the table, that a reform of the public expendi- 
ture 
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duty, however unequal he might be to the taſk he had under. 
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ture, and limiting and reſtraining the encreafing influence 
of the Crown were the two great objects which muſt dray 
the attention of that Houſe, and neceſſarily force thoſe two 
important ſubjects into diſcuſſion, 

heſe being the evils ſet forth in the petition, it was his 


taken, to apply what he deemed ſpecific and diſtinct remedies, 
to them both; that was, to propoſe ſome remedy, or frame 
ſome reſolutioa, which would ſerve as a baſis, on which he 
might afterwards erect a ſyſtem of meaſures, to anſwer the 
purpoſe, and comply with the wiſhes of the petitioners, 
Before he proceeded any further, it would be neceſſary for 
him to ſtate and remind the Houſe of what had been done, u 
it was ſuppoſed, in conſequence of the petitions now on the 
table, and how far thoſe attempts had or had not ſucceeded; 
becauſe ſuch an enquiry would partly point out the reſiſtance 
already made and avowed to the great objects of the petitions; 
and would have this important effect; it would ſhew, that 
no redreſs could be, or was meant to be given to the peti- 
tioners, by the modes already tried ; and at the ſame time 


| 
| 
| 
prove preciſely, nay literally, in what particulars thoſe who 
were ſuppoſed to lead and direct the majorities of that Houle, : 
meant to reſiſt and defeat the prayers of the petitions. N 
An honourable gentleman behind him [Mr. Burke] had 
produced a bill party upon the plan of the petitions, It : 
might not embrace every object deſcribed, or pointed to in the | 
petitions, But he believed no perſon, on any ſide of the . 
Houſe, would diſpute with him, that the bill contained no- . 
thing but what was conſonant to the letter and ſpirit of the 
petitions, nor excluded or determined againſt a ſyllable a f 
their contents, | d 
He ſhould not attempt to do that gentleman juſtice for bi i 
unwearied endeavours on that occaũon, becauſe, with the b 
very beſt diſpofition to do it, he found himſelf totally une- - 
qual to the undertaking. He knew it would be painful to C 
his honourable friend to hear his ſentiments while preſent; H 
but as an act of duty, which he thought himſelf bound to 10 
b however irkſome to his honourable friend, he could je 
not paſs over in ſilence, what muſt remain as a monument 0 pe 
be handed down to poſterity, of the uncommon zeal, unt up 
valled induftry, aſtoniſhing abilities, and invincible perlere- th 
rance of the honourable gentleman. Ie had undertaken? pl 
talk big with labour and difficulty; a taſk that embraced 3 
variety of the moſt important objects, extenſive, various ca 


and complicated; yet ſuch was the eminent and — 
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abilities, ſo extraordinary the talents and ingenuity, and ſuch 
the fortunate frame of the honourable gentleman's mind, his 
vaſt capacity and happy conception, that in his hands, what 
muſt have proved a vaſt heap of ponderous matter, compoſed 
of heterogeneous ingredients, diſcordant in their nature, and 
oppolite in principle, was ſo ſkilfully arranged as to become 
quite ſimple as to each reſpective part, dependent on each 
other; and the whole at the ſame time ſo judiciouſly com- 
bined, as to preſent nothing to almoſt any mind tolerably 
intelligent to divide, puzzle, or diſtract it, This was a true 
deſcription of his honourable friend's bill, He truſted that 
he would permit him to uſe that appellation, and it was his 
peculiar pride to be permitted to do ſo. 

But what was the conſequence of ſuch a bill, brought for- 
ward by fuch a man? Upon its being firſt propoſed, the unit- 
ed approbation of, he believed, every individual in that 
Houſe, The higheſt, and, in his opinion, the beſt deſerved 
eulogiums of every part; and he believed moſt ſincerely, its 
* ſentiments at the time, for he could ſafely make a 

iſtinction between the real ſentiments of that Houſe permit= 
ted to act according to its own immediate feelings, and the 
impreſſions afterwards made upon it ariſing from without. 
The Houſe, he believed, expreſſed the former, on the occa- 
ſion alluded to; when other opinions ſeemed to prevail, he 
moſt ſincerely believed, and was firmly perſuaded, that the 
latter temper and diſpoſition which appeared towards his ho- 
nourable friend's bill, originated out of that Houſe, and not 
within theſe walls. 

Such being the reception of the bill, or of the propoſition 
for introducing it, what was its reception when it was intro» 
duced ?—Doubts were immediately ſtarted as ſoon as it made 
its appearance, A ſhew of candour, a kind of mock appro- 
bation was to be preſerved. It might contain ſome matter 
worthy of conſideration ; but it was ſhortly avowed by the 
noble Lord, who is ſuppoſed to lead the majorities of this 
Houſe, that the bill, as to the great objects which it propoſed 
to attain, was fundamentally wrong. W hat were thoſe ob- 
Jets? Almoſt the very objects propoſed to be obtained by the 
petitions now on your table; a reduction of the undue and 
unconſtitutional influence of the Crown, and an enquiry into 
the expenditure of the Civil Liſt, the aboliſhing ſine- cure 
places, exorbitant ſalaries, &c. 3 

Whatever dexterity may have been uſed, ſome matters 
came out in the courſe of this conteſt, which have in fact 
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been the occaſion of the trouble I am now going to give this 
Houſe. 

In the courſe of this very important diſcuſſion, two fun. 
damental points came into controverſy ; but more of that z; 
I proceed, The firſt clauſe in the honourable gentleman'; 
bill relagive to the office of a third Secretary of State, pu. 
ſued the idea of the petitions; it went to the reduction of 
the public expenditure, and to the aboliſhing of an vuſcleſ 
office, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and an honour. 
able gentleman of great abilities, and of great ſuppoſed 
weight in this Houſe, met both principles fairly, in argu. 
ment; but at the fame time contended, that the place was not 
uſeleſs. The noble lord in the blue ribbon ſaid, that the iq. 
Auence of the Crown was not too great; another noble Ladd 
[Nugent] contended, that the influence of the Crown, 2 
ſtated in argument, was conſtitutional and neceſſaty; and 
the honourable gentleman to whom I have juſt alluded [ M. 
Rigby] met the other point inſiſted on in the petitions, the 
enquiry into the expenditure of his Majeſty's civil lift rere- 
nue, by ſaying it was not competent to this Houſe. The 
honourable gentleman was challenged to bring his queſtion 
forward ; the noble Lord ſhrunk from the conteſt, under the 
ſame pretext that I foreſee he will endeavour to defeat, or evade 
the reſolution which I ſhal!] have the honour to move; and 
the honourable gentleman ſeemed himſelf not ſo ſanguine, 
when the matter was decided by a queſtion moved to take the 
ſenſe of the Houſe. 

Be that as it may, my honourable friend's clauſe was loft, 
under the pretence that the office propoſed to be aboliſhed was 
not uſeleſs, or, if it was, that no evidence of its being uſe— 
leſs had appeared, I foreſee, likewiſe, that I ſhall be called 
on, for evidence of the truth of what I ſhall move in hi 
committee, 

The next clauſe, relative to the abolition of the board of 
Trade, was oppoſed on the ſame oſtenſible ground, of its 
not being uſeleſs. The minifter however, befides the oſten- 
ſible ground, maintained both the other doctrines, that the 
influence of the Crown was not too much, and that the Par- 
liament had no right to controul the civil lift expenditure; 
but the Houſe was not to be drove. The Houſe revol:ed, and 
the clauſe was carried by a ſmall majority. 

What was the fate of the next clauſe? That was openly 
oppoſed in principle; which principle was ſupported, in on! 
ſhape or other, by a great majority of this *. 
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King's houſhold was deemed ſacred, it was not to be touch- 
ed; a diſtinction was made by thoſe who gave the miniſter 
that majority; uſeleſs places which relate to the functions of 
the ſtate may be aboliſhed, but the King's revenue for the ſup- 
port of his houſhold is his on private perſonal revenue, with 
which Parliament neither have, nor can have, any thing to do. 
Here, I may ſay, my honourable friend's bill was put an end to. 

The next attempt made in purſuance of the prayers of the 
petitions, was by an honourable friend of mine, [Colonel 
Barrej with whom J have long lived in habits of the greateſt 
intimacy and friendſhip, My honourable friend ſuggeſted 
the propriety of inſtituting a committee of accounts, This 
went to another part of the prayer of the petitions, the mode 
of collecting, tranſmitting, receiving, and iſſuing the public 
monies, My honourable friend with great labour and inde- 
fatizable attention, aided by the ability and experience he is 
confeſſedly known to pofleſs, ſpared no pains to render his 
plan as perfect as poſſible, A very few days had not inter- 
vened, before the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, foreſeeing 
that many things extremely irkſome and unpleaſant to his 
Lordſhip might come out, ſhould ſuch a commiſſion be in- 
ſtituted, run à race with my honourable friend for the bill; 
and without any private communication or previous informa- 
tion, ſnatched the bill from out of the hands of my honour- 
able friend, where it had been placed by the unanimous voice 
and approbation of the Houſe, But my honourable friend 
by this act, which wore in its firſt aſpect a very ſuſpicious 
appearance, and in every reſpect a very uncandid ungentle- 
manlike app2arance, had no reaſon to complain, Neither 
ſhould I think, or care about who performed the duty to the 
public, ſo it had been well and faithfully performed. Was 
that the caſe? By no means. It is true his Lordſhip has 
brought in a bill, but what is it? A bill appointing commiſ— 
loners to inſpect the public accounts, not the accounts in 
general, but ſome particular accounts, ſomething relative to 
balances, Who again are to be the commiſſioners appointed 
to execute this buſineſs? Not members of this Houſe ; but 
perſons out of it, to de appointed by the noble Lord himſelf, 


A bill of a fimilar nature was paſſed in the Second of Wil- 


liam and Mary. In that bill it was provided, that ail the pub- 
lic accounts, including the civil lift, ſhould be enquired in- 
to, the privy purſe, and ſecret ſervice money alone excepted ; 
and this exception not to extend to perſons in this Houſe en- 
Joying penſions, Here the civil liſt expenditure is totally 
Mitted; and though it were not, no enquiry could extend 
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to members enjoying penſions here, becauſe the liſt of thoſe 
penſions have been alteady denied by the noble Lord. 

Another effort was made to diminiſh the influence of the 
Crown, in this Houſe, by an honourable gentleman [Sir P. 
Jennings Clerke] by excluding perſons bolding contrag, 
made privately with any of the official boards, which was 
attended with more ſucceſs than cither of the other two [ 
have mentioned; ſo that the whole of what has been done, 
in conſequence of that pile of parchment now on your table, 
containing the ſentiments, the prayers, and petitions of above 
one hundred thouſand electors, amounts, in the whole, to 
ſingle clauſe in my honourable friend's bill, which ſtanding 
naked, as it does, is of little or no importance; the propoſition 
ſnatched out of my other honourable friend's hands, by the 
noble Lord, and only ma:ched to inſult you in this Houſe, 
and mock your — A out of it, and the contraQtors 
bill, which miniſters, or at leaſt their friends and confidents, 
pretend to predict, will miſcarry in another place; or, ſhould 
that not happen to be the caſe, boaſt that it will anſwer no 
one purpoſe of thoſe who have framed and ſupported it. 
Such is the manner the dutiful and reſpectable petitions of the 
people of England has been treated. | truſt, however, that 
the people of England, knowing how they have been treated, 
will reſent the inſult put upon them by thoſe, who, to op- 
preſſion and neglect, have added mockery and contempt. 

I would add a word or two, reſpecting my honourable 
friend below me, [Colonel Barre] for the faithful and difin- 
tereſted performance, reſpecting his duty in this Houſe; 
how has he been treated by ſome of his opponents ? He has 
been called a dependant; I preſume, alluding to the honour 
he enjoys in the friendſhip and intimacy of a certain noble 
Lord, a member of the other Houſe [Lord Shelburne]. If 
that intimacy and friendſhip be a ſtate of dependance, I 2m 
happy in claſſing myſelf among that noble Lord's depen- 
dants. I will affore thoſe who have alluded to what they call 
dependance, that it is a ſtate of dependance, accompanied 
with perfect freedom. It is true, my honourable friend has 
been honoured with the noble Lord's friendſhip, for upwards 
of twenty years ; but I think I know the frame of mind and 
diſpoſition of my honourable friend too well, to be perſuaded 
that he would purchaſe any man's intimacy upon any terms 
ſhort of a perfect equality, and mutual confidence; and 
think I may likewiſe add, that if any perſon ſhould attempt 
to purchaſe the noble Lord's friendſhip, by mean or impro- 


per conceſſions, there is not a man on earth would more 2 
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lily ſee through or deſpiſe it. I know the noble Lord to be 
1 great private, as well as public character. I know my ho- 
nourable friend to poſſeſs a ſpirit of true independence. I am 

ſuaded of the noble Lord's great and acknowledged talents 
23 a ſenator and a politician ; and I can add, great as he may 
appear in a public light, his private character is no leſs ami- 
able and worthy of general admiration, 

Having endeavoured, as far as lay in my power, to deſcribe 
what the petitioners mean, and what adminiſtration mean, 
on the other hand; give me leave to recur to the ground of 
ny preſent propoſed reſolutions. 

[ have already obſerved that the great objects of the petiti- 
oners have been reſiſted both in argument and by public avow- 
als, by the miniſter and his friends. They have told you 
that the influence of the Crown is not too much, and ought 
not of courſe to be leſſened; the petitioners have aſſerted the 
direct contrary. Miniſters have told you, that it is not com- 
petent for this Houſe to enquire into the expenditure of the 
civil lit; the direct contrary are the ſentiments of the peti- 
tioners. To talk of petitions or redreſs is vain, idle, nuga- 

„and ineffectual, while theſe two points are maintained 
by thoſe who had the majority of the Houſe. To bring both 
theſe points fairly to iſſue, I mean to frame two propoſitions, 
abſtracted from the petitions on your table, and take the ſenſe 
of the committee upon them. I mean that they ſhall be ſhort, 
and as ſimple as poſſible, ſo as to draw forth a direct affirma- 
tive or negative, If the committee ſhould agree with me in 
the reſolutions, I mean to follow them up with real, ſubſtan- 
tive, practicable meaſures, if ſuch, but that ſhould they diſ- 
zoree or diſſent, or endeavour to evade or procraſtinate, there 
will beat once an end of the petitions, and a full anſwer to 
the petitioners, 

It may be aſked, are my propoſitions to be taken from the 
petitions on the table? Are they to be worded in the language 
of this or that petition ? By no means. Some may be more 
extenſive, others may be more full and ſpecific ; it will ſuffice 
that my propoſitions will not differ from any, as to the prin- 
ciple, though copied from none. 

My firſt reſolution will be, “ that the influence of the 

rown has increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be dimi- 
hiſhed,” My ſecond, that it is competent for this Houſe 
8 reform the civil liſt, or any part of the public expendi- 
ure,” 

He then proceeded to argue the queſtion on the ground of 
notoriety, that the influence of the Crown was increaſed, and 

ought 
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ought to be diminiſhed, having firſt regularly maved it, He 
ſupported his argument, not upon proof, which he aid it 
was idle to require, and muſt be decided by the conſciencss 
of thoſe who as a jury were called upon to determine what 
was or was not within their own knowledge. He could 
affirm upon his own knowledge, and pledge his honour to 
the truth of the ailertion, that he knew upwards of fifty 
members in that Houle who voted always in the train of the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon ; that confeſſed out of the 
Houſe, that the influence of the crown was increaſed, and 
dangerouſly increaſed. He adduced ſeveral arguments of a 
ſimilar nature, and fat down, he ſaid, with this conſolation, 
that the minority of that Houſe, nor the people at large, 
would no longer be mocked and infulted with this or that 
management or trick, this or that evaſion ; for the certain 
alternative would be, that the deciſion on the queſtion now 
propoicd by him would declare, whether the petitions were 
to be really attended to, or finally and totally rejected. 
Lord Nugent obſerved, that the honourable gentleman 
had founded his motion on the petitions then lying on the 
table. He had, from time to time, attended to the contents 
of ſaid petitions, and did not recollect any part of which 
accorded with the two reſolutions ſtated by the honourable 
gentleman. He acknowledged, that ſome of the petitions 
Mated one gnevance, and ſome another, but none of them 
any thing reſembling the propoſition moved, or the other 
propoſition opened by the learned gentleman. They did 
not go ſo far as many of the petitions, and they went farther 
than others. Some of the petitions were confined merely to 
the œconomical expenditure of public money; ſome to the 
abolition of fine-cure places, unmerited penſions, exor- 
bitant ſalaries, &c. and many of them proceeded on the 
idea, „that the influence of the crown had increaſed to 2 
degree dangerous to the liberties of the people.” Such being 
the real ſtate of the petitions on the table, he recommended 
to the learned gentleman to modify his motion, fo as to take 
up the ſpecific prayer of ſome one petition, or frame it ſo 3 
to make it an aggregate of them all; otherwiſe, the reſolu— 
tion now moved muſt be confidered to be the learned gentle- 
man's own opinion on the ſubject, and not that of any one 
ſet or claſs of petitioners. —In the courſe of diſcuſſing the rei0- 
lation therefore, it would not adinit of the matter contained 
in ſaid petitions being more than collaterally introduced into 


the debate. Would the honourable gentleman ſay, that the 
4 influence 


"uence of the crown was, or was not, dangerous to the 
liberties of the people ? If not, the propoſition, which he 
called upon the committee to reſolve, could not be conſidered 
in any other light than as the individual opinion of the learn- 
el gentleman. i 

Mr. Dunning ſaid, he thought he had ſufficiently explained Mr. Dane 
himſelf in the courſe of his ſpeech. His own ſentiments, he . 
alured the noble Lord, went the full length of ſuch of the 
petitions as aſſerted, ** that the influence of the crown had 
increaſed to a degree dangerous to the liberties of the peo- 
ple,” Some other petitions did not go fo far; but he be- 
lieved, nine out of ten of the petitions on the table contained 
this geneneral propoſition, ** that the influence of the crown 
was increaſed, and improperly and unconſtitutionally in- 
creaſed ; and that a reform in the expenditure of the civil 
lit revenue was become abſolutely neceſſary. So far, there- 
fore, his two propoſitions were meant to go ; namely, to the 
prayer of every petition, and to contradict none. They 
contained an abſtract of the whole of the petitions on the 
table, and formed a great principle of union, importing, in 
the groſs, what was prayed for by cach ſeparately, Such as 
the propoſitions were, he was perfectly ſatisfied with them. 
He was much obliged to the noble Lord for his proffered aid 
upon the preſent occaſion, though, for the reaſons both be- 
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ie fore and now given, he mutt decline making uſe of it.— 
a The propoſition before the committee, and now moved by 
m 


the way of reſolution, be it his private opinion or not, muſt 
i ſtand or fall upon its own merit; it was not an abſtracted 
id propoſition ; though, as he foreſaw at the opening, he 
g — not be ſurpriſed to hear it called an abſtract pro- 
tion, 
he Lord Nugent ſaid, he thought the reſolution now moved, Lord Nu. 
cearty an abſtract propoſition. — The learned gentleman had C. 
tne lad, that he would not inform the Houſe what further 


) 2 mealures he intended to graft upon his two intended reſolu- 
ns tons, This he always underſtood to be the true definition 
0 of an abſtract queſtion, There were to be ſure inſtances in 
I the records of Parliament, in which abſtra& queſtions were 


moved and agreed to, but they were very improper examples 


A or precedents to be followed; but in general, even then 
| | they related to ſome previous proceeding in the Houſe, 
* ome diſputed point, ſome ſubject of controverſy under diſ- 


cuffion, in which the tenſe of the Houſe was particularly 
called for, When this ha ppened not to be the cate, the perſon 
: who 
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who came to defire the Houſe to vote an abſtract queſtion, 
having a proſpective view to meaſures which were to be in. 
grafted in it, was bound by the nature of the requiſitions 
thus made, to explain to the Houſe what thoſe meafure, 
were intended to be; otherwiſe, one of thoſe two thing 
might happen, that either the Houſe might agree to an ab. 
ſtract queſtion, to no manner of purpoſe, or, having re. 
ſolved it, might be obliged to negative the meaſure ſo en- 
grafted, though it bore a ſtrong ſeeming relation to the 
antecedent reſolution agreed to,——lt was the eſtabliſhed 
ulage of Parliament to do ſo; it was a duty in point of cu- 
dour incumbent on the member who made it; and it wa 
every way agreeable to the wiſdom and juſtice of that 

oule, | 

In this point of view, the queſtion now propoſed was 1 
abſtract one, becauſe it was not connected with any on: 
meaſure whatever; it pointed to no remedy, nor was it ap- 
parently deſigned to avert any evil. For inſtance, many 
gentlemen in that Houſe might think, that the influence of 
the crown was increaſed ; ſome, that it was increaſing ; and 
others, that it ought to be diminiſhed, Nevertheleſs, if the 
propoſition ſhould be reſolved, when the meaſure which the 
learned gentlemen meant. to follow it up with came to be 
conſidered and divided upon, the ſame gentlemen, who - 
greed with the queſtion in abſtract, might totally diſapprore 
of the remedy to be applied; whereas, if the meaſure of 
correction accompanied the fact of abuſe, the ſame gentle- 
men who might vote the queſtion in abſtraft, would many 
of them probably reject it, when they ſhould be acquainted 
with the uſe or end propoſed by voting it to be true, 

Upon the propoſition itſelf, he could fairly ſay it was ndt 
founded, He had more than once given it as his fincers 
Opinion, that the influence of the crown was not encrealed, 
neither comparatively encreaſed, or improperly encrealed, 
He had long fat in Parliament, and he could affirm, be 
never recollected a period in which influence was leſs tel 
than fince his noble friend in the blue ribbon came into hu 
preſent ſituation ; but allowing that the influence of ths 
crown had been gradually on the eucreaſe ſince the period 
alluded to by the learned gentleman, as quoted from 
words of an ingenious political writer [Mr. Hume], woo 
the learned gentleman, or any other gentleman, lay his hat 
fairly on his heart, and declare, that he thought this 


the time, and peculiarly the time, which called for wy 
medias 
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on, WY mediate diminution ? At a time when America was loſt, he 
in. would ſpeak out, he feared irretrievably loft, | A loud cry 
oa of hear him! hear him !] He was willing to repeat his 
Urey words, America was loſt, The American war proved a 
ing wrong meaſure, He ſupported the war. He was not 
ab. 2ſhamed to own that he was wrong himſelf, [Another loud 
re- WY cry from the oppoſition benches. ] He did not mean to ſay 
en- that it was wrong in principle, for in a ſimilar ſituation he 
the ſhould adhere to his former conduct; but what he wiſhed to 
hed canvey to his auditors was, that from a ſucceſſion of un- 
2. toward accidents, unexpected events, and a want of ſucceſs, 
vu that it was wrong, becauſe the event proved unfortunate. 
that But after ſuch a ſeries of diſappointments, followed by a 
war with France, and cloſely followed again by a war with 
Spain, with great loans, heavy taxes, and all the unpo- 
pular conſequences incident to ſuch a ſtate of things, to con- 
tend that the influence of the crown was increaſing and 
ought to be diminiſhed, was, in his opinion, to the laſt de- 
pree prepoſterous. The people were heavily burthened 
they foreſaw an increaſe of thoſe burthens daily approaching; 
they felt the loſs of America; they were.diſappointed and 
out of temper ; conſequently it was idle to talk of the dau- 
geraus influence of the crown. But ſuppoſing the argument 
which he had heard frequently urged in that Houle of late, 
that the encreaſe of taxes, of the influence ariſing from a 
ſtate of war, in the military departments of government, 
had thrown a ſudden weight into the hands of the crown ; 
would not every gentleman preſent acknowledge that this 
influence could only have temporary duration; that it muſt 
ceaſe with the cauſe, the continuance of the war; and that 
u ſoon as peace was reſtored, things would flow into their 
od channel? Yet thoſe who maintain the propriety. of re- 
ducing the influence of the crown, are ſo abſurd to *pply A 
remedy which, they mean ſhall operate perpetually, while 


temporary nature, and will ceaſe to operate with the duration 
of the preſent war. | 1 ww 

| The learned gentlemaht has produced a propoſition, that the 
influence of the crown. has enereaſed, is encreaſing, and 


promiſed, a tittle of evidence of the facts ſo alledged ? Not 
pinions of ſpeculative men, of an eminent lawyer lately de- 


ceaſed, and of two ingenious political writers [ Hume and 
You, XVII. 7 Naa Blackſtone, ] 


they acknowledge that the chief cauſe of the evil is but of a 


ought to be diminiſhed.” Has he produced, or fo much as 
a word of that: but he Has ſaid a great deal about the o- 
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Blackſtone.] The former ſays, the influence of the crown 
began to ſhew itſelf in or about the year 1942. I was in 
Parliament before that period, and remember, that clamour 
and ſpeculations of that kind prevailed long before the yer 
1742; but I proteſt that I thought then as I think now, 
that they were totally unfounded ; and I can fairly affirm, 
that I never felt it myſelf, nor gave a ſingle vote under a0 
influence whatever, but what was neceſſary for the ſupport 
of government. PA loud murmur.] 0 
ut I will go one ſtep further, and take the two firſt . 
ſertions in the honourable gentleman's propoſition as proved, 
that the influence of the crown has encreaſed, and is encrei. 
ing; will the learned gentleman's concluſion follow? May 
not this encreaſed influence be neceſſary ? Has he ventured 
to ſtate that it is not? By no means; he declines the far 
allegation that it is improper or unconſtitutional, and takes 
leap to his concluſion, by inferring that it ought to be d- 
miniſhed, | 
On the whole, the learned gentleman has defired the com- 
mittee to vote an abſtract queſtion, declaring his intention of 
holding back the point which ſhould be the proper ſubject d 
debate; he has taken facts as proved, without offering any 
ſpecies of proof whatever : and finally, he has drawn a con- 
cluſion not by any means deducible from the premiſes ſtated 
in the reſolution. It is true, he has argued much on the 
ground of notoriety ; for the greater part depending on the 
authority of the writers which I have mentioned; a ver 
extraordinary medium of proof, in my opinion, to found i 
reſolution of Parliament upon: and the honourable gentle- 
man has further adduced the contradiction between the con- 
duct of gentlemen in that Houſe, who vote with the mint 
ſters, with the language held by the ſame perſon out of i. 
He ſays, that they vote within theſe walls that no ſuch un- 
conſtitutional influence exiſts; and without them, acknowledge 
that it does exiſt to a dangerous degree, I do not know wel 
how to contradi& this aſſertion of the honourable gentleman; 
but this I will affirm, that if there be ſuch abandons 
wretches within theſe walls, that they merit the contempt 
of every honeſt man within and without this Houſe, and 
the indignation, reprobation, and deteſtation of mankind? 
they are wretches indeed; they are no leſs profligate that 
ſhameleſs; they at once convict themſelves, and glory 1 
their infamy. I hope there are not any ſuch, not only ll 
this Houſe, but in any place elſe ; for I am ſure they = 
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& for human ſociety, I am inclined to hope, that the learned 
eentleman is rather miſtaken, or has exaggerated their num- 
her, This I will ſay, however, that if there be any ſuch at 
this fide of the Houle, that I hope they will, in the courſe of 
the evening, go over to the other fide ; for I will ever be of 
opinion, that the cauſe which is ſupported by ſuch men ought 
tobe abandoned; and, as one, I call upon them, Go you 
worſt of men, be your hearts and motives ever ſo corrupt, 
preſerve ſome appearance of principle and decency, and ſup- 
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or thoſe ſentiments in public, which you approve of and f 
d, WWccretly avow in private.“ | 3.4 
of Mr. Dunning roſe and ſaid, he thought it his duty to ſay a Mr. Bus- 7 
ay Word or two in anſwer to what had fallen from the noble * | 
ed Lord. His Lordſhip doubted of the fact relative to the con- f 


traditory ſentiments entertained by ſome gentlemen in that 
Houſe, He believed it would be extremely improper to 
tention names; but though he confined his deſcription to 
kitty, he believed he might with truth extend it to a much 
greater number. He mixed much with mankind ; his habits 
ff life and profeſſion gave him frequent opportunities of be- 
Ing acquainted with the ſentiments of many perſons in that 
Houſe, when they were out of it; and he could declare upon 
us honour, that he was fully warranted in the aſſertion he 
lad made, that he knew fifty members in that Houſe, and 
de moſt of them within his hearing, who totally reprobated 
aud condemned, out of the Houſe, the meaſures they ſup- 
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en Ported and voted for in it; and though no man held private . 
1c 1 oerſation more ſacred than he did, if the iſſue of the pre- . 1 
tle- eat debate was to depend upon naminy them, and that it 12 
on- as the pleaſure of the Houſe to deſire it, he could and would | 
ume them. 48 
It, 4. 


Mr. G. Rous ſaid that gentlemen on the other fide of the Mr. G. Raus. 


. ouſe had reſted their arguments for ſome time paſt chie 
agen two points; that it was neceſſary the Crown ſhould have 
wel doence both within and without that Houſe ; and that gen- 
120; 


den who compoſed oppoſition were inſtigated by motives of 


060 8Wobition, He thought it was neceſſary to grant both pro- 
aft tions, in order to explain the true grounds on which they 


od For his part he was one who thought that the Crown 
bu egbt to have an influence in that Hout: ; but what ſpecies 
11 influence? Not ſurely a corrupt one. By no means; 2 
a ur conſtitutional influence; an influence ariſing from a con- 


ence in government; _— in a full conviction that 
nn2 the 
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the meafures propoſed by its ſubordinate miniſters were 
founded in wiſdom; were calculated for the proſperity of the 


community; for the purpoſe of internal proſperity and exter. 


nal ſtrength ; in a thorough conviction that the perſons en. 
truſted with the exercife of the executive power were ſelected 
for their integrity, talents, and public virtue. This was the 
zafluence, and the only influence that ſhould ever be felt in 


that Houſe; but on the other hand, when the oppoſite qua- 


lities were thoſe which encouraged perſons to be the candi- 
dates for places of the higheſt truſt and conſequences under 
government, who could, without a mixture of indignation, 
and the moſt ineffable contempt, liſten to ſuch as maintained 
in argument that the friends and ſupporters of ſuch an admi- 
nitration were not under the dominion of the moſt corrupt 
and unconftitutional influence? The matter admitted notof x 
mament's controverſy ; it was indeed totally abſurd to ſpend 
a moment's diſcufhon on the ſubjeR. 

As to the other point, relative to ambition, he would make 


a fimilar diftinftion. As far as he could judge, the fact wy 


acknowledged. The gentlemen on his fide of the Houſe 
were ambitious ; he hoped they were ; but he was perſuaded 
that they were actuated by a noble and laudable ambition; 
an ambitfon to ſerve their country, to reſtore it to its loſt ſtate 
of former dignity, power, and glory; of putting themſelves 
into fituations of truſt and honour, in which-they could ren- 
der themſelves truly and effectually ſerviceable at fo perilous 
a criſis; to ſnatch it from the ruin which threatened, and to 
render the beſt ſervices that their Sovereign and their fellow 
ſudjects could derive from an union of great integrity and 
correſpondent talents ! Was this a corrupt or factious ambi- 
tion ? He hoped not. He hoped it was a ſpecies of ambition 
every man at that ſide of the Houſe felt, becauſe it was only 


by ſuch an ambition that the ſalvation of this country could 
be effected. 


Mr. Ffarrin. Mr. Martin ſpoke at the ſame fide, He contraſted the 


ſtate of this country when his Majeſty came to the throne 
with its preſent deplorable and humiliating fituation ; and ob- 
ſerved, how directly repugnant and contradictory the events 
were which marked the conduct, and formed the leading 0c- 
cyrrences of the adminiſtration of the late Earl of Chatham, 


and of thoſe who directed the affairs of this country at pre- 


ſent, 
The noble Lord who ſpoke lately {Nugent} had emphati- 


_ cally aſked, whether the late Lord Chatham had not n! 
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ar if the influence of the Crown was not very conſiderable 
during his adminiſtration > Moft certainly it was; his wiſ- 
dom, his abilities, his love of his country, procured him an 
aſcendency in his Majeſty's councils ; he was the miniſter of 
the people as well as the Sovereign. He had their confidence, 
and the bleflings and advantages of his adminiſtration were 
fully commenſurate to both, The influence of the crown 
was indeed immenſe during his adminiſtration. Why was 
it ſo? Becauſe that influence was directed to, as it was pro- 
ductive of the happieſt, moſt beneficial, and glorious conſe- 
quences. How was the influence of the Crown now exerted ; 
To produce conſequences in every reſpect the direct reverſe. 

He then entered into a general argument, to prove that 
the preſent influence of the Crown was founded in corrup- 
tion; that inſtead of ſtrength it only produced imbeeility; 
inſtead of glory, diſgrace ; and inſtead of benefits and ad- 
vantages, a train of nothing but meaſures tending to national 
min, and that by a variety of means; heavy taxes, a loſs 
of national honour, and a confirmed ſyſtem of corruption, 
leading to a final overthrow of the conſtitution, and he feared 
of the nation, as an independent ſtate. | 

Sir Fletcher Norton ſaid, his fituation in that Houſe rendered sir Fletches 
it extremely irkſome to him to riſe upon the preſent occaſion, Nerten. 
as it might be thought that his fituatioa carried with it ſome 
degree of influence, and that it was his duty to keep the ſcale 
even, and not to take any decided part reſpecting the contra- 
nety of opinions which prevailed in that Houſe ; but however 
cautious he ought to be from obtruding his own opinions on - 
it, there were inſtances in which it would be criminal in him 
to remain ſilent. The preſent he deemed one of them; and 
ſhould therefore make no further apology for ſtating his ſenti- 
ments to the committee. 

He faid, that Houſe and the people at large lay under the 
higheſt obligations to his learned and honourable friend, for 
brioging the preſent queſtion under diſcuſſion. He for his 
part returned him his moſt ſincere and hearty thanks. It was 
a queſtion of infinite conſequence, and on whatever fide it 
might be determined, he was happy in the opportunity it af- 
forded him of diſcharging his duty as a member of that 
Houle, to his conſtituents and his country in general. 

The noble Lord had called it an abſtract queſtion ; in this 
begged leave to totally differ from the noble Lord. It 
was by no means an abſtra& queſtion ; it was a queſtion of 
Rd, What were the facts? It defired the Houle to reſolve 
in 
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in the firſt inſtance, that the influence of the Crown has in- 
creaſed ; who would doubt the truth of that fact? That it is 
increaſing ; could any man doubt of that, either? He be- 
lieved not. If there was any ſuch perſon preſent, he was 
ſure he was not that perſon. He had ſeen many inſtances of 
both fince he had the honour of a ſeat in that Houſe, ſuffici- 
ent to ſay that the influence of the Crown has increaſed and 
is increaſing. The petitions on the table averred the fact; it 
was the duty of the Houſe to ſay whether it was or was not 
fo. It was an allegation which called for no proof; it did 
not indeed admit of any. It could only be known to the 
members of that Houſe, as they were the only perſons com- 
petent to reſolve it; if proved by evidence, ſuch were the 
circumſtances of the affair, that they only could know whe- 
ther it was true or falſe. They were bound as jurors, by 
the conviction arifing in their own minds, and were obliged 
to determine accordingly. 

The noble Lord TNogent) ſaid, though the facts ſo ſtated 
had been true and acknowledged, the conſequence by no 
means followed from the premiſes ; becauſe, though the in- 
fluence of the crown had increaſed and is increafing, before 
the concluſion could be drawn, that it ought to be diminiſhed, 
it ſhould have been ſtated, that this influence was dangerous, 
unconſtitutional, or improper, or ſome other cauſe ſhewn 
why it ought to be diminiſhed. For his part, he could never 
ſubſcribe to the truth of this argument, nor admit its force; 
for the firſt part of the propoſition clearly looked back to ſome 
antecedent period, in which the crown poſſeſſed a certain ſpe- 
cies of influence; the teſt of what the influence of the crown 
ought to be, was referred to that period by the two aſſertions, 
« has encreaſed,” and “ is increafing,” and conſequently the 
facts ſo ſtated implied an innovation, or charge, which was 
the foundation of the premiſes from whence the concluſion 
was drawn. If the facts were granted, the deduction was 
inevitable: they are generally aſſerted, and the concluſion was 
made in the ſame general terms. It does not ſay how much 
the influence of the crown has increaſed, or is increaſing, 
nor does it mete out the degree in which it ought to be dimi- 
niſhed, That will be the buſineſs of my learned friend, when 
he comes to apply the remedy to the evil, 

The noble Lord talks of the neceſſity of proof; for my 
part, I think the petitions contain a full proof, ſo far as the 
ſame relate to the queſtion, at leaſt they oblige thoſe who 


controyert the allegations contained in them, to bring pron 
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of the contrary ; they are bound to ſhew that the influence 
of the crown has not increaſed; nor is increaſing, and of 
courſe ought not to be diminiſhed, 

Every perſon in that Houſe muſt come within one or the 
other of the following deſcriptions. Such as thought the 
influence of the crown was increaſed, but not too much: 
that it is not enough increaſed ; or who were of opinion, that 
it ſtood preciſely at preſent at the point it ought to ſtand. 
It would be incumbent on thoſe who thought the firſt, to 

ent its further increaſe ; of the ſecond, to ſhew in what 
inſtances the hands of the crown called for additional ſtrength, 
and - the laſt, to fairly draw the line, to prevent a further 
increaſe. N | 

No man had an higher veneration for monarchy than he 
had; he meant that ſpecies of it eſtabliſhed in this country, 
« a monarchy limited by law.” He did not intend to enter 
into an abſtract diſquifition of the advantages ſuch a mode of 
civil government had over all others, but this he would ſay, 
that it was the form beſt ſuited to the genius and diſpoſition 
of the people of this country. They had lived under it for 
many centuries, and whatever changes had happened in the 
revolutions of time and ſucceſſive ages, they had hitherto 
preſerved their liberties, Such a government, he was free to 
ſay, required no aſſiſtance but what it derived from the con- 
ſtitution and the laws, The powers veſted in the executive 
part of the government, and in his opinion wiſely placed 
there, were ample and ſufficient for all the purpoſes of good 
government, and without any further aid, were much too 
ample for the purpoſes of bad government; and he thought 
himſelf bound as an honeſt man to ſay, that the influence of 
the crown had increaſed much beyond the ideas of a monarchy 
ſtrictly limited in its nature and extent. 

He appealed to the feelings and experience of gentlemen 


Who heard him, if the influence of the crown had not in- 


creaſed, and was not daily encreaſing, and whether it was 
not the duty of the Houle to limit it? He profeſſed to be 
a friend to the legal and conſtitutional prerogatives of the 
crown, which he contended was the only legitimate influ- 
ence it could have, or ought to exerciſe ; and aſked the 
Houſe, whether it was not a very vain and idle thing to 
limit or mete out the prerogatives of the crown, while they 
permitted another, and much more alarming, becauſe a con- 
cealed influence, to operate in its ſtead, 4 

He had, and ever would be, a true friend to conſtitutional 
prerogative, and maintain the perſonal political rights of the 
Sovereign. 
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Sovereign. He would be equally anxious to preſerye and 
proteft the rights and privileges of the people; but what. 
ever his reverence and attachment to his Sovereign might be 
he would, before every other conſideration, prefer the in 
tereſt of his country. When the claims of both were pro, 
perly attended to and underſtood, they ſubſtantially meant 
the ſame thing. 

It might poſſibly be very galling to the committee to he 
aànformed of their duty by the petitioners, but they ſhouly 
conſider that it was their own fault, He was ſorry, in one 
ſenſe, to behold thoſe petitions on the table, becauſe he 
thought the Houſe, conſcious of what ought to be done, 
ſhould have prevented the neceffity. What the petitioner 


now demanded, ſhould have originated within theſe wall; W 
and what now would bear every appearance of force 200 le 
compulſion, would then have been received with gratitud: WW to 
on one fide, and with credit to the other. They were then 
fitting as the repreſentatives of the people, and ſolely for their Wi © 
advantage and benefit, and in duty ſtood pledged to the peo- re 
ple, who were their creators, for the faithful diſcharge of fo 
their truſt. ti 
- His honourable friend's motion was, he preſumed, to be be 
followed up by ſubſequent, meaſures to be framed in the fom c0 
of a bill or bills. What thoſe might be he was a total i tis 
| ſtranger to, not having any communication with his learned w. 
friend on the ſubject. He had every reaſon to ſuppoſe thit ſic 
they would be well ſuited to anſwer the defigned purpose, wi 
and would anſwer every end which he propoſed. in 
Much ſtreſs had been laid, by the noble Lord, on the ſup- gi. 
poſition that the propoſition muved by his learned friend di qu 
not contain the ſenſe of the petitions, He was much ſurpriai i vo 
to hear the objection made; for, if he underſtood the put. 
port of the petitions, the propoſition amounted to a moſt ful thi 
and — abſtract of them. The petitions ſtated ly of 
the dangerous and encreafing influence of the crown; they tle 
remommended a reduction of that influence; and an enquij de 
into and reduction of the civil liſt expenditure, What vu o 
this but an exact counterpart of the — — expreſl bie 
more at large and in detail? As to the influence complain ab 
of, it was ſeen and felt every where, within and withoit i be 
that Houſe; not now and then fluctuating and tempora!), pe 
but faxed, uniform, and determined. = 
No man would ſay that the people of England, both i 2 
{ 


their conſlituent and collective capacity, had not a right® 
7 3 | * petiuos 
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nd petition that Houſe ; and were entitled to redreſs when they iy 
u. did it in a peaceable conſtitutional manner. The whole of 7 
Ve what they fought, as he obſerved before, was concentered in 4 
u. bone focus; the propoſition now made by his honourable 7 
0» friend,” Indeed the ground of the petitions, at leaſt the great "i 
nt inciple maintained in them, had been clearly admitted, elſe 7 
why the various meaſures now in diffęrent ſtages of their | 7 
he grogreſs through that Houſe? On the whole, the alterna- | 4 
10 tive ſtated by his learned friend was perfectly juſt and correct; j 
the committee muſt agree with the reſolution now moved, $ £3 
or at once reject the petitions ; if any there were who felt 14 


themſelves prepared for the latter part of the alternative, he 
wiſhed them much joy of going down to their conſtituents 
with that opinion ; after having voted in that Houſe the al- 
ſegations made by many thouſands of the people of England, 
to be falſe and ill- founded. 
Mr. Poulet ſaid, he highly approved of the petitions in Mr. Pants 
ſome particulars 3 among others, that part of them which 
recommended public ceconomy. He thought a general re- 
formation was much wanted; but he could not approve en- 
tirely of the honourable and learned gentleman's motion, 
becauſe he thought there was not ſufficient evidence before the 
committee for its coming to ſuch a reſolution, He was fa-- 
tisfied, at the ſame time, that the influence of the crown 
was greatly encreaſed. In ſuch a fituation, therefore, as he 
ſtood, not regularly informed of the grounds of the fact 
which he was called upon to vote, and yet ſatisfied that the 
influence ſtated in the propoſition exiſted, he could neither 
give ĩt an affirmative or a negative, and found himſelf conſe- 
quently under the neceſſity of quitting the Houſe without 
voting on either fide. | 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland ſpoke very warmly againſt The Lord 
the motion. He ſeemed to ſpeak in a ſtrain of ſtrong irony, — 
of the reſpect the opinion of the honourable and learned gen = * 
tleman, who preſided in the chair of that Houſe, was enti- 
tled to upon all occaſions, particularly relative to matters of 
conſtitutional proof, or points known to him in the way of 
his profeſſion; but however great the learned gentleman's 
abilities were, or confeſſed to be, or extenſive his knowledge, 
he looked more to the matter than to the authority of he 
perſon who delivered it. | 
He contended, if ever there was an abſtract propoſition, 
the one moved now by the learned gentleman, who opened 
the debate, was one; though, the other learned gentleman, 
Vor. XVII. OQoo upon 
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upon what ground he could not tell, called it a matter of fad; 
and that the fact was denied, as it was in the preſent inſtance, 
was not proof neceſſary to the eſtabliſhing the fact ſo ſtated? 
If the propoſition conſiſted of aſſertions, having no reference 
to any thing already proved, nor connected with any intended 
meaſure, what could it be called but a mere naked, uncon- 
netted, abſtract propoſition ? Idle and unneceſſary in itſelf, 
becauſe to be voted for no avowed purpoſe, at leaſt for no 
purpoſe ſpecifically avowed, 

After having urged this argument in a variety of ſhapes, 
he then obſerved, that the preſent mode of carrying on the 
82 of this country had continued the — exact 

rom the revolution downwards ; and unleſs ſome proof were 
ſhewn that an influence, whatever that might be, exiſted at 
preſent, different from that which was ſuppoſed to exiſt in 
former times, the preſent vote would be replete with danger 
to the conſtitution, . becauſe it-would tend to alter the ſyſtem 
of government, which had been eſtabliſhed by our forefa- 
thers, and had been approved of and continued through ſe- 
veral ſucceeding generations. 

It would befides appear, if the preſent reſolution be adopted 
by the majority of the Houſe, at leaſt to the people without 
doors, that the influence ſtated in the reſolution had originated 
under the preſent adminiſtration, and was daily increaſing 
under them, which implied a cenſure of a very ſevere nature, 
and called for very ſound and ſubſtantial proof to ſupport it; 
whereas if any ſuch influence exiſted at all, it exiſted before 
the preſent miniſters were born, and was ſupported by no at- 
gument even to diſtinguiſh the preſent adminiftration from 
any other during the preſent reign, Conſequently, as no 
evidence whatever, more than the opinion of two ſpeculative 
writers, and ſome converſations held without doors by the 
honourable gentleman who framed the motion, ſtating that 


- ſeveral gentlemen who voted with the miniſter in this Houſe 
held a contrary opinion out of it, as the queſtion was an ab- 


. ſtrat queſtion, founded on no antecedent fact, nor pointing 
to no future ſpecihe meaſure publickly avowed ; or if not an 
abſtract queſtion, but a queſtion of fact, of which no proof 
had been given ; and that ſuppoſing there had, that the con- 

cluſion drawn from the premiſes were neither connected with 

nor deducible from them: it was a propoſition to which be 
could never give his aſſent. He was perſuaded himſelf that 
it was unfounded ; = as no proof had been _ for * 
againſt it, he thought, according to the rule of parliament 
2 ” 25 V proecediſ 
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ing, that it ought not to be reſolved one way or the 
other, but ſhould be poſtponed. 1 

He and the learned 3 on his ſide of the Houſe 
were called upon by the learned gentleman who moved it, to 
come forward and oppoſe it in a fair, direct, and manly man- 
ner; to give it a direct negative, or affirmative ; perhaps if 
he were to follow his own ſentiments, he would have deter- 
mined to do ſo; indeed he did not entertain a ſingle doubt 
himſelf on the ſubject; but as other gentlemen who diſap- 
proved of the — as much as he did, might think dif- 
ferently of the proper mode of diſpoſing of it, he thought 
it ory be more proper to move the previous queſtion, He 
was not very converſant in the forms of the Houſe, but he 
underſtood ſo much, that it was not regular to move the pre- 
vious queſtion in a committee, He would therefore move, 
« that the chairman do leave the chair, and report progreſs,” 
[a prodigious loud laugh] or that the chairman do report 

reſs, and aſk leave to fit again.” [Another laugb.] 
Here he was whiſpered, and prompted by ſome of the gentle- 
men on the treaſury bench or that you do now leave the 
chair,” 

He was informed by Mr. T. Townſhend, and one or two 
members from the other fide, that a motion having been made 
in the committee, no amendment could be moved on that 
motion; conſequently, that he muſt either agree with the 
reſolution, by putting a direct negative, or by moving that 
the chairman do now leave the chair.“ The Lord Advocate 
then moved, after having a ſecond time conſulted with Lord 
North, „that the chairman do leave the chair.“ 


Mr. Pitt” replied, and inſtanced the preſent poſſeſſion of Mr. Pin. 


office by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, as an indubitable 
proof of the enormous influence of the crown. He aſked 
whether that noble Lord had not loſt America ? Whether, he 
had not ſpent millions of the public money, and waſted rivers 
of blood of the ſubjects of Great Britain? And yet, the no- 
ble Lord, now that the whole country with. one voice cried 
out againſt, and execrated the American war, held his place. 
To what was this aſcribeable, but to the encreaſed influence 
of the crown; The noble Lord had ſunk and depraded. the 
honour of Great Britain; the name of an Engliſhman was 
now no longer a matter to be proud of; the time had been, 
When it was the envy of all the world: it had been the key, 
to univerſal reſpect, but the noble Lord had contriyed to fink 


it almoſt beneath contempt. He had rendered his country-, 


men and their country deſpicable in the eyes of every other 
Oo oa _ power, 
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power. He declared, the noble Lord would not have been 
ſo long at the head of adminiſtration, but for the efforts of 
the oppoſition : it was their regular conteſt againſt the fatil 
meaſures that had marked the noble Lord's adminiſtratign, 
which bad kept the noble Lord in office, TRE. 

The whole buſineſs of the miniſter, for a feries of. years 
had beep to make excuſes, and to deviſe expedients ; to find 
ſupplies from year to year, without inventing any method in 
finance, any ſcheme of ſupply, comprehenſive or permanent, 
The people would bear taxes, though enormous, when they 
heard of victories and an extenſion of commerce and tertito- 
ry; but were apt to judge of miniſters, not from ingenious ex- 
cuſes made for their conduct either by themſelves or others, 
but from the ſucceſs that followed their meaſures. - 

Mr. Pitt noticed the filence of, miniſters on the preſent 
queſtion, and concluded with aſſerting, that the influence of 
the crown was moſt offenſively encreaſed. The people of 
England, he ſaid, ſaw it, and were alarmed. They had er- 

iced their ſenſe of it in their petitions, 2nd begged that it 
might be diminiſhed. To comply with that requeſt, was the 
duty of that Houſe, and if ſomething effectual was not done 
upon the preſent occaſion, the conſequences that might fol- 
low, would probably be ſuch, as the bare thought of, made 


him tremble at. 8 


Ler Ns. Lord North ſaid, he ſhould probably be thought inatten- 


tive to what became himſelf, and what was due to his own 
character, if he did not riſe, and ſay ſomething in reply to the 
direct perſonal attack that had been made upon him, and he 
ſhould undoubtedly be deemed wanting in that reſpec, which 


. , he owedqthe committee, if he did not ſpeak to the prefent 


" queſtion, and. affigh his reaſons for not riſing earlier; in the 
courſe of the debate, As the motion had been made upon iu 
own ſingle ground, and was, as his learned friend near bim 
had deſcribed it, an abſtract ;propoſnion, perfsQly. incluſive, 
and altogether unconſequential, he had fat filent ſo long, in 
order to hear if any thing could be ſaid in ſupport of it, ſuſ- 
ficient to Juſtify the committee in departing; from the rule 
long Face habhithed by the wiſdom. of Parliament, , never to 
vote abſtract propoſitions, In regard to what had been (aid 
by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, relative to big 
conduct, he begged the committee to remember that he never 
had inſinuated, that his abilities were equal to his, ſitoation; 
he had always declared himſelf ready to retire, whenever his 
Sovereign and the public ſhould wiſh it: if, however, it was 
Rs 30G Ronoyrable gentleman had ee that be wa 
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tept in office by the efforts of oppoſition, he certainly 
could not but ſuppoſe he owed his continuance in place to 
the efforts of thoſe, Who had formerly contended againſt the 
rights. of the people of Great Britain, and who were now 
purſuing-meaſures likely to overturn the conſtitution. [Called 
to order.] His Lordſhip ayowed his words, and ſaid, am I 
to hear myſelf charged as the author of our preſent misfor- 
tunes { and Me | TT. '* hs © 

[Many gentlemen criee acroſs the Houſe, © You are, you 
ue. Others called out, 5 take down the words,” ] conft> 
derable. confuſion enſued, 

Sir William Meredith (aid, that every 


459 


man in that Houſe g 77m 


had a right to charge the noble Lord as the author of the Meredith. 


American war, and all its conſequences. It was perfectly 
conſtitutional and parliamentary ſo to do, He told the com- 
mittee that they could not then take down' the words of the 
noble Lord. 


Lord North went into an explanation of his meaning when Lord North. 


he uſed the words which had occaſioned ſo much diſturbance; 
and declared he was very far from thinking himſelf indebted 
to oppoſition for their repeated efforts againſt him; therefore, 
if it was to be thrown out, that thoſe efforts had kept him 
in office, he thought he had a right to ſay, it was becauſe the 
people at large conſidered them as dangerous to their liberties; 
and dangerous to the conſtitution, With regard to the Ame- 
ncan war, and the various meaſures purſued relative to it: 
they were not his meaſures as a miniſter, they were all grounded 
on acts of the legiſlature; ſome of the bills had been pro- 


poſed by him, and ſome by others, to which he had given his 


conſent, in common with the majority of the repreſentatives 
of the people, In propoſing: and conſenting to thoſe bills, 
he bad ated. as a member of Parliament, and as fuch only 
vas reſponſible. His Lordſhip, after ſettling this pointz 
proceeded. to examine the doctrine laid down by Mr. Dun- 
ning in his opening ſpeech, as a proof of the prevailing in 
luence of the crown, and particularly anſwered the charges 
relative to the Eaſt- India company, the new loan, and the 
cultors, With reſpect to the firſt, he had repeatedly diſc 
wowed having either acquired, or deſired to acquire, any 
patronage. Ihe fact was ſo, but he was perfectly aware, 
that let him ſay what he would reſpecting it, gentlemen of 
the other ſide would not give him credit for his affertion. As 
o the new loan, his conſtant cuſtom was to take down the 


names of all who offered to ſubſcribe, and ultimately to make 


i laic diſtribution of che whole, allotting to each his propor- 
I 7 tion 
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tion as far as the ſum would go, without any other diſtine. 


tion, than that of giving the preference to thoſe, who were 


at all times moſt ready to aſſiſt government with their money 
and this diſtinction he held to be fair and due to thoſe, + 
whole favour it was made. As to the cuſtoms, about which the 
honourable gentleman had ſaid ſo much, and had aſked whe, 
ther our trade was increaſed, as new ſearchers had been appointei 
he could only ſay, that if we were to judge by the buſineſs o 
the cuſtom-houſe, it was very greatly enereaſed. The ney 
ſearchers had been appointed, not as the honourable gentle. 
man had imagined as a wanton inſtance of the power of in. 
fluence, but on the repeated ſuggeſtion made to the treaſy 

board by the commiſhoners- appointed to ſuperintend the by. 
ſineſs of the cuſtoms, that more ſearchers were neceſſary, and 
that the duty of the cuſtom-houſe could not be convenient 
ly carried on without an additional number. Having full 
explained theſe matters, his Lordſhips ſhewed that many 


parliamentary meaſures were then in agitation, all of which 


| were grounded on the petitions upon the table; he mentioned 


Mr. Pitt, 


his own bill for a commiſſion of accounts; Mr. Burke's bill 
for reforming the civil eſtabliſhment ; the contraQors bil 
that had paſſed the Commons, and others, whence he argued, 
that precipitately to take further ſteps on the ground of the 
petitions was equally unneceflary and improper. 
Mr. Pitt replied, and ſaid, that when he had thrown out, 
that the noble Lord had been indebted to the efforts of thoſe 
tlemen with whom he acted, for his long continuance it 
office, he thought be had ſpoken very intelligibly, That 
what he alluded tu, was an idea which he really entertained, 
that if the noble Lord had purſued other and wifer meaſures, 
he would not have been continued in place. The line fol- 
Jowed by the noble Lord was, he was perfectly aware, ihe 
only line that could procure him favour in a certain quarter, 
and bad he acted with a greater deference to the opinions of 
thoſe: who” had oppoſed him, which opinions had been # 
yniformly ſanctiſied by ſubſequent events, as the noble Lords 
meaſures, had failed of ſucceſs, he verily believed the noble 
Lord would long fince have been obliged to retire, Mr. Pitt 
entered into a maſt ſevere animadverſion upon the whole con- 
duct of adminiftration for a ſeries of years paſt, nao 
the want of foreign alliances, the inſufficiency of nav 
ſtrength, &c. &c. and declaring, that the noble Lord's name 
was the ſubject of contempt and ridicule in every court i 
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ibſtract propoſitions. He faid, they might vote them when- 
ever they choſe it, and by an inftance from the reign of King 
William, proved that they had voted them, and that, where 
the matter was immediately an abſtract propofition, which 
he contended the preſent motion was not, becauſe it was to 
be found expreſsly ſtated in the petitions, and was confeſſedly 
geligned to be the — of other reſolutions, in compliance 
with the prayers of the people. The General gave it as his 
opinion, that the influence of the crown had encreaſed of 
ate, and that to an alarming extent; he therefore ſhould 
vote for the motion. 


tion from the county of Kent, reprobating committees of 
affociation and correſpondence, it might be thought that he 
was not as ready to comply with the prayer of the petitions 
25 others, no man in that Houſe thought thoſe petitions bet- 
ter founded, nor was more firmly convinced that the influ- 
ence of the crown had encreaſed, and ought to be diminiſhed. 


the committee, turned upon arguments drawn from the im- 
propriety of the proceeding. Vir, as the motion brought 
mere abſtract propoſition forward, to be diſcuſſed by the 
committee; and ſecondly, as it was propoſed to come to a 
reſolution upon the matter, in order to report from that com- 
mittee to the Houſe ſuch an abſtract propoſition, neither of 
which were agreeable to parliamentary debate, nor to the 
proceeding of the Houſe. Theſe objections were groundleſs, 
both in the reaſon and nature of the buſineſs, and in the actual 
matter of fact: in the firſt place, the propoſition was not an 
abſtract propoſition detached from matter and buſineſs. —lt 


; "as drawn from the petitions, in every one of which it would 
F- be found, and was there in thoſe petitions of the people, as 
1," egation of fact, on which they grounded the prayer of 


ther petitions. It was an allegation of the people of Eng- 
and, as to a fact which the honourable and learned gentle- 


2 Man had moved the committee, upon conſideration, to agree 
| 5 With the people In, as the ground to proceed, agreeable to 
et petitions, in the redreſs of grievances. That the thus 
ug out from the petitions, the ſenſe of the petitioners, 


If order to make declaration of that ſenſe of the people to the 
ouſe, was ſo far from being contrary to the proceeding of 
» Ar- 


1 


Sir Horace Mann made a ſhort ſpeech in favour of the mo- Sir Horac- 
tion, declaring that though by his having propoſed the peti- Mann. 


Governor Pownall ſaid, he had obſerved that the objections Governor 
made to the propoſition, now offered to the conſideration of Pl. 


471 
General Conway denied that the Houſe had no right to vote General 


Cantoay. 
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Parliament, that it was a er conformable to a df 


directly in point to the minuteſt inſtance, as that caſe and < 
proceeding ftood in the journals of the Houſe. f 
There never was, he ſaid, but one period when there wer c 

ſo many petitions of this ſort preferred to the Houle, a x 
preſent; that was now juſt one hundred and forty year 1 
ago. In the year 1640, there were petitions of this kind 1 
preferred in this manner to the Houſe, If inftead, he (aid t 
of ſuffering ourſelves to be told, that we are now going n 1 
contrary to the proceedings of the Houſe, we look to the la 
precedent of that time, we ſhall find that the Houſe, 0 

the 10th of November, appointed a committee “ To dray 
out of the petitions preſented to the Houſe, ſome ſuch c- ” 
claration as ws Sp a fair repreſentation of the ſenſe of the 
petitioners.” He ſpoke, he ſaid, from memory, he fanciet oy 
pretty near the matter, and would not give the clerk the * 
trouble to fetch the journal, nor to read it, Now, faid he, ha 
what the honourable and learned gentleman has done, i 2e 
exactly and minutely conformable to this precedent. He h 
drawn his propoſition out of the petitions, and propoſed u | 
the committee to come to a reſolution upon it, in order to 
report it to the Houle for their concurrence with the ſenſe 1. 
and allegations of the petitions of the people, to be there R 
taken by the Houſe, as a proper ground for their proceed Wil . | 
ings. - | 
He ventured, therefore, to aſſert, that the committee would thi 
hear no more of theſe objections, of the propoſition being F 
a mere abſtract one; nor of the proceeding of the con- ra 
mittee being contrary to the uſual mode of Proceecing I0 * 
Parliament. * 
Atarren The Attorney General oppoſed the motion; but with reſped 5 
Generals to his learned friend [the Lord Advocate] he did not under- 15 
ſtand what he meant, when he moved for the chairman 9 * 
leave the chair, that the buſineſs ſhould not be reſumed * 
another opportunity. He believed his learned friend d 1 
; not intend any ſuch thing as that of putting an end to ti \ 
confideration of the petitions, but that his motion was mere fry 
ly in the nature of a motion to poſtpone it. : os 
IA. ot Lord Ongicy ſpoke in ſupport of the original motion. Con 
Mr. Turner. Mr. Turner ſpoke to the ſame effect, a full juſtification d L 
committees and atlociations. | com. 
'The Lerd- The Lord Aducate ſaid, he by no means wiſhed to | L 


"Adv4:#/e- an end to the buſineſs ; but would rather that it ſhould com 
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on again, at a future opportunity. He would therefore de- 
fire to withdraw his motion for the chairman to leave the 
chair. 
After ſome debate, leave was given accordingly 3 and the 
Lord Advocate then moved, by way of amendment 
to the main motion, that there thould be inſerted, after 
the word committee, © That it is neceſſary to declare.” 
The main queſtion was thereupon thus, © That it is neceſ- 
fary to declare, that the influence of the crown has in- 
creaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed,” | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he could have no objection to this amend- Mr. Fer. 
ment; for if gentlemen ſhould think it neceſſary to declare 
it, they would not refuſe to ſay that the influence of the 
crown had increaſed, and ought to be diminiſhed. The ho- 
nourable gentleman averred, that no former reign whatever 
had brought ſo many diſtreſſes upon the people as the pre- 
ſent one; and inſiſted upon it, that unleſs the motion ſhould 
be agreed to, not only the committee, but the Houſe, 
ſhould never fit again. 
At twelve o'clock the committee divided. For Mr. Dun- 
nings motion two hundred and thirty-three : againſt 1t two 
hundred and fifteen 3 majority 18. | 
Mr. Dunning made his next motion, which was, “ That Mr. Des- 
it is the opinion of this committee, that it is competent to . 
this Houſe to examine into, and to correct abuſes in the ex- 
penditure of the civil liſt revenves, as well as in every other 
branch of the public revenue, whenever it ſhall ſeem expe- 
dient to the wiſdom of this Houſe ſo to do.“ 
Mr. Rigby oppoſed the motion; ſaid it was one of the Mr. Rigby 
curioſities of the preſent age to ſee a miniſter in the mino- 
rity, He ſaid he had intended to have made a motion, 
which was, „That it was unjuſt in Parliament to diminiſh 
the civil lift revenue, without proof of ſome abuſe of it;“ 
and this ſecond motion of Mr. Dunning's was not at all in- 
confiſtent with it. 
Mr. Burke rallied Mr. Rigby a good deal upon his curio- Mr. Burke, 
ſity ; he alſo thought the miniſter a curiofity, but he was 
more fit for the Britiſh Muſeum, than the Britiſh Houſe of 
mmons, | 
Lord North expreſſed his wiſhes very ſtrongly, that the Lora Nereb, 
committee would not go on. | 
Lord George Gordon ſpoke : after which the queſtion was Lord G 


* for, and the motion was agreed to without a di- . 
viſion, 
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Hon. . Piet made the third motion in the committee, 
which was, “ That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that it is the duty of this Houſe to provide, as far as ma 
be, an immediate and effectual redreſs of the abuſcs 
complained of in the petitions preſented to this Houſe, 
from the different counties, cities, and towns, in this king. 
dom.” 


Lord Nertb, Lord North again implored the Houſe not to proceed, 


Mr. Righy. 


No other objection being made to the motion, it paſſed 
unanimoufly, | 

It was then moved by Mr. Fox, for the ſaid reſolutions 
to be immediately reported to the Houſe, which was op- 
poſed by Lord North, as violent, arbitrary, and un- 
uſual, but was, notwithſtanding, agreed to by the Houſe; 
and Mr. Huſſey reported accordingly, That the com- 
mittee had come to the ſaid reſolutions ſeverally. It was 


then 
Reſolved by the Houſe, ; 

That this report be now received, The report was then 
made by Mr. -Huſley, and read and agreed to by the 
Houle, 

Mr. Richby then moved for the Houſe to adjourn to to- 
morrow, but it was. carried for the Houſe to adjourn 
to the 10th. * 

The Houſe fat till half paſt one o'clock in the morn- 


ing. 


Sr OF, THE DIVISION. 


For the Motion. 

Lord Ongley Bedfordſhire 

Earl of Upper Offory Ditto 

Samuel Whitbread Bedford 

Sir William Wake Ditto 

John Elwes Berkſhire 

H. W. Hartley Ditto 

Fr. Anneſly Reading 

Hon. Auguſtus Keppel Windſor 
Hon. John Montagu Ditto 

Earl Verney | Buckinghamſhire. 

J homas Grenville Ditto 

_ Grenville * Buckingham 

obt, Waller Wycombe 


Jobs 
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＋ Aubrey | 
ir J. Borlale Warren 
William Clayton 
William Drake, jun, 
William Drake | 
Benjamin Keene 
Richard Croftes 

Sr Robert Cotton 

]. Crewe | 
Rd. Wil. Bootle 

Sir W. Lemon 
Edward Elliot 
Samuel Salt 

George Boſcawen 
George Hunt 

. Amyand | 

hilip Dehaney 

Sir James Lowther 
Henry Fletcher 
Walt, Spe. Stanhope 
pou Adair 


ord George Cavendiſh 


Lord Frederick Caveniſh 


Dan. Parker Coke 
ohn Parker 
W. Rolle 
obert Palke 
Lord Viſcount Howe 
Richard Hopkins 
Humphrey Minchin 
dir George Yonge 


J. E. Wilmot 


Sir Philip ennings Clerke 


ames Amyatt 


lon, Richard Fitzpatrick 
dir Charles Bamptfylde 


Humphry Sturt 
George Pier 
Chafin Grove 


George Rous 


Hans William Mortimer 


olhua Ma uger 


ir Thomas Clayering 
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Ayleſbury 
Marlow 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Agmondeſham 


Cambridge 
Unvertity 
Cheſhire 
Ditto 
Cheſter 
Cornwall 
Ditto 
Leſkeard 
Truro 
Bodmin 
Camelford 
St. Ives © 
Cumberland 
Ditto 
Carlfle * 
Cockermouth 
Derbyſhire 
Derby 
Ditto 
Devonſhire 
Ditto 
Aſhburton 
Dartmouth 
Ditto 
Oakhampton 
Honiton 
Tiverton 
Tortnels 
Ditto 
Taviſtock 
Exeter 
Dorſetſhire 
Ditto 


Wey mouth and Melcombe 


Regis 
Shafteſbury 
Ditto 
Poole 
Durham 
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John 
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John Tempeſt 
3 Lambton 

ir George Savile 
Edwin Laſcelles 
Lord John Cavendiſh 
Charles Turner 
William Baker 
Sir James Pennyman 
G. F. Tufnell 
Beilby Thompſon 
Hon. T. L. Watſon 


Lord George Henry Cavendiſn 


Savile Finch 
William Weddell 
Daniel Laſcelles 
Henry Peirſe 
William Norton 
Charles Dundaſs 
Charles Lawrence 
Earl Tyrconnel | 
Sir Thomas Frankland 
Thomas Frankland 
David Hartley 
John Luther 
Sir William Guiſe | 
Sir William Cordington 
J. Martin 
Charles Barrow 
Sir George Cornewall 
John Scudamore 
William Plumer 
Thomas Halley 
1 Radcliffe 

arl Ludlow 


Hon. Charles Marſham 


Thomas Knight 
Robert Gregory 

dir Horace Man 
Richard Milles 

Thomas Stanley 

Lord Richard Cavendiſh 
Sir George Warren 
General Burgoyne 

Sir William Meredith 
Richard Penant 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ebor 
Ditto 
York 
Ditto 
Aldborough 
Beverley 
Ditto 
Heydon 
Ditto 
Knareſborough 
Malton 
Ditto 
Northallerton 
Ditto 
Richmond 
Ditto 
Rippon 
Scarborough 
Thirſk 
Ditto 
Hull 
Eſſex 
Glouceſterſhire 
Tewkeſbury 
Ditto 
Glouceſter - 
Herefordſhire 
Hereford 
Hertfordſhire 
Ditto 
St. Albans 
Huntingdonfhire 
Kent 
Ditto 
Rocheſter 
Maidſtone 
Canterbury 
Lancaſhire 
Lancaſter 
Ditto 
{mma 
liverpool 
Ditto 
Thomas 
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Thomas Lyſter Clitheroe 
Sir John Palmer Leiceſterſhire 


P. Hungerford Ditto 

on, Booth Grey Leiceſter 
7 Darker Ditto 

ir John Thorold Lincolaoſhire 
Charles Anderſon Pelham Ditto 
Lord Lumley Lincoln 
ſokn Wilkes Middleſex 
Thomas Wood Ditto 
5 Sawbridge London 
rederick Bull Ditto 
George Hayley Ditto 
2 Monmouthſhire 
ohn Morgan Ditto 
dir Edward Aſtley Norfolk 
Thomas Wenman Coke Ditto 
Hon. Thomas Walpole Lynn 
Chriſp. Molineux Ditto 
Thomas Powes Northamptonſhire 
Lucy Knightly Ditto 
Richard Benyon Peterborough 
dir George Robinſon Northampton 
Hon, Wilbraham Tollemache Ditto 
Fred, Monta : Higham Ferrers 
dir William Middleton Northumberland 
dir Matthew White Ridley Newcaſtle 
dir John Trevelyan Ditto 
= Wilkinſon Berwick 
id Edward Bentinck Nottinghamſhire 

Charles Meadows Ditto 
dir William Howe Nottingham 
dr Cecil Wray E. Retford 
Lord Viſcount Wenman Oxon 
dr Roger Newdigate Univerſity 
Thomas Noel - Rutlandſhire 
Noel Hill Shropſhire 
William Pulteney ' Shrewſbury 

obn Corbet Ditto 

ug Pigot Bridgnorth 
Thomas Whitmore „„ | "IN: 
vr H. Bridgeman Wenlock 
deorge Forreſter Ditto 


N. H. Coxe Somerſetſhire 
ward Phillips Ditto 


Hon. 
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Hon. Temple Luttrell 
Clement Tudway 


Robert Child | 
Benjamin Allen 
Thomas Pownall 
Edmund Burke 

Henry Cruger 
Alexander * 
Jervoiſe Clarke Jervoiſe 
Sir H. St. John 

Robert Kingſmill 
Edward Morant 

Sir J. G. Griffin 
Benjamin Lethieullier 
Lord Midleton 


Milbourne Port 


Wells 
Ditto 
Bridgewater 
Minchead 
Briſtol 
Ditto 
Taunton 
Hampſhire, 
TR - 
Yarmouth 
Lymington 
Andover | 
Ditto 
Whitchurch 


Right Hon. Thomas Townſhend Ditto , 


Str Abraham Hume , 
Lord Irnham 

Hon. James Luttrell 

J. Fleming 


Sir John Wirotteſley | 


Hugo Meynell 
George Anfon 
Sir Ger. Vanneck 
T. Staunton 
Sir Patrick Blake 
Right Hon. H. S. Conway 
Sir Charles Davers - 
Sir Joſeph Mawbey 
1 Scawen 

ir Robert Clay ton 
The Speaker | 
Nat. Polhill * 
Lord George Lennox 
Sir Henry Gough 
Thomas Thoroton 
Charles Goring 
Thomas Edwards Freeman 
Filmer Honey wood 
Sir T homas Miller 


Thomas Hay 


Hon. W. Keppel 

G. L. Newenham 

Sir Thomas Skipwith 
Sir Michael le Fleming 


Peters field 
Stockbridge 
Ditto 
Southampton 
Staffordſhire 
Stafford 
Litchheld 


, Dunwickh 


Ipſwich. - 
Sudbury 
Bury 
Ditto 
Surre 
Dit | 
Bletchingly 
Guilford 
Southwark 
Suſſex 
Bramber 
Ditto 
Shoreham 
Steyning 
Ditto 
Lewes 
Ditto 
Chicheſter 
Arundel 
Warwickſhire 
Weſtmoreland 


3 Teller, George Byng, 
34 


nes Lowther Weſtmoreland 
lip Hony wood Appelby 

n, Edward Foley, Worceſterſhire 
John Ruſhout: Eveſham 

u. Andrew Foley Droitwitch 
ward Winnington Ditto 

Walſh Worceſter 

omas Bates Rous Ditto 

ales Penruddock Wiltſhire 

\broſe Goddard Ditto 

„ Hon, Iſaac Barre Calne 

hn Dunning Ditto 

muel Marſh Chippenham 

on, Charles Fox Malmſbury. 
Dawkins Hindon 

homas Pitt Old Sarum 
nkney Wilkiaſon Ditto 

liam A*Court Aſhe Heytefbury 

vel Eſtwick Weſtbury 

obert Scott Wotton Baſſer 
rd George Gordon Luggerfhall 

ho Trevannion Dover 

arles Brett Sandwich. 

iliam Nedham Winchelſea 

Wales. 

rd Bulkeley Angleſea 

r Hugh Williams Beaumeris 

arles Morgan Breconfhire 
ſhton Smith Carnarvonſhire 
hon Wynne Carnarvon | 
r Watkin William Wynne Denbighſhire 
Roger Moftyn Flintſhire 

at, Williams Flint 

L. Vaughan Merionethſhire 
eorge Venables Vernon Glamorganſhire 
r Herb, Mackworth Cardiff 

ugh Owen Pembrokeſhire 
ugh Owen Pembroke 

Scotland. 
forge Dempſter St. Andrews 
Laurence Dundaſs Edinburgh 
dbo Johnſtone Kinghorn, &c, 
Gilbert Elliot Roxburghſhire 
omas Dundaſs Sterlingſhire 
Wigan 
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ohn Mayor 
ir Robert Barker 
J. Cater 
Ant. Bacon 
Hen. Drummond 
Thos. Dummer 
Sir Sampſon Gideon 
Buller 
w. Gibbon 
Thomas Potter 
Bamber Gaſcoyne 
Sir James Laroche 
F. C. Cuſt 
Hen. Strachey 
ohn Buller 
illiam Greaves 
Sir William James 
Rogers 
d. Alworth Neville 
Sir Ralph Payne 
Sir George Oſborne 
William Chaytor 
Lord Newborough 
Lord Shuldham 
Benjamin Langlois 
ames Peachey 
rancis Hale 
. Stevenſon 
ichard Bull 
ohn Frederick 
rl Nugent 
Hugh Boſcawen 
William Skrine 
George Stratton 
Anthony Storer 
Charles Boone 
Richard Vernon 
Lord Viſ. Lewiſham 
Sir Charles Hardy 
Sir H. F. Drake 
. Durand 
illam Fullarton 


Againſt the Motion. 


Reading 
Abingdon 
Wallingford 
Ditto 
Ay leſbury 
endover 

Ditto 
Cambridgeſhire 
Launceſton 
Leſkeard 
Leſtwithiel 
Truro 
Bodmin 
Helſton 
Saltaſh 
Eaſtloo 
Ditto 
Weſtloo 
Ditto 
Grampound 
Camelford 
Penryn 
Ditto 
St. Ives 
Fowey 
St. Germain's 
Ditto 
St. Mitchel 
e 

e rt 
1 
St. Maws 
_— 

allington 
Ditto 8 
Carliſle 
Aſhburton 
Oaxhampton 
Plymouth 
Ditto 
Beeralſton 
Plympton 
Ditto 


Right 
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Right Hon Richard Rigby 


Wiliam Devaynes 
Willam Ewer. 
Hon. Henry F ane 


Right Hon, Welbore Ellis 


Gabriel Stewart 
John 3 
Chriſtopher Oyley 
ohn Je 8 
= nd 

on, William Hanger 


Charles Melliſn 
Lord Robert Manners 


Hon. Rich. Savage Naſſau 


, Strutt 

on, Geo, Aug. North 
I. B. Cheſter 
J. Whitſhed 
* N 
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dir R. Sy monds 


Lord Viſcount Bateman: 5 


Frederick Corne wall 
John St. Leger ul 
——  Bayntun ? 
dir Richard Sutton 
ar Calvert 

id Hinchinbroke 
dir George Wombwell 
Finch Hatton 
dir Charles Frederick 
dir William Rawlinſon 
Hon. Charles Finch 
Lord Newhaven 
dir Thomas Egerton 
Aſhton Curzon 


dir George Howard, KB. 


Henry Cecil 
Peregrine Cruſt 
Robert Vyner 
Lord Malden 
You, XVII, 
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Taviſtock 
Exeter 
Derchaliae 


Regis 
Dies 
Dos. 
Wareham 
Corfe Caſtle 
Ditto 
Aldborough 
Pomfret 
Hull 
Malden 
Ditto 
Harwich 
Glouceſterſhire. : 


Cirenceſtet 


Ditto 
Glouceſter | 
Herefordſhire. 
Hereford _ 
Leominſter 
Ditto 
Weobly 
Ditto 1 
St. A Albans 
Hertford 
Huntingdonſfire 
n 
ochef 
8 
Ditto 
Maidſtone is 
Canterbury 
Lancaſhire 
Clitheroe 
Stamford 
Ditto 
Grantham 
Lincoln 
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Sir T. Stepney Monmouth N 
Hon. Charles Fitzroy Thetford B; 
Robert Mackreth Caſtle Riſing Lc 
ohn Chet, Talbot Ditto H 
ward Bacon Norwich * 
Matthew Wildbore Peterborough | M 
Timothy Caſwall Brackley * N. 
William Ditto Hi 
Peter — Morpeth W 
n Ditto N. 
rd. J. Þ. C Clinton E. Retford pe 
Lord Charles Spencer Oxon 81 
Francis Page Univerſit7 Ge 
Lord Robert Spencer Oxford 2 
William en | | Woodſtock þ 
Lord Parker Ditto 
Lord North Banbur L. 
Charles Baldwin Shropſhire H 
Lord Clive | Ludlow H, 
Alexander Wedderburne Biſhop's Caftle 
William Clive _ Ditto [ 
O. S. Brereton Ivelcheſter 21 
Nathaniel Webb Ditto 1 
Charley Wolſeley Milbourne Port 
Hon. = Poulet Bridgewater” | Si 
825 Sebright Bath W 
enry Fownes Lamel Minehead "©" I 
Henry Penton - Wincheſter - f 
Lovell Stanhope Ditto Ar 
General Monckton | Portſmouth | H. 
Sir William Gordon Ditto | H. 
Sir Richard Worſley Newport He 
Hans Sloane Ditto Lo 
Charles Ambler - Newton Ch 
Edward Maux Worlley © Ditto Sir 
ames Worſley | ” Yarmouth Ro 
ames Harris Chriſtchurch Lo 
Fuller Southampton 
ir William Bagot * Staffordſhire ja 
Richard Whitworth Stafford N | t 
Thomas De Grey Tamworth ; Lo 
Anthony Chamier Ditto | dir 
Lord Trentham | 
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Thomas Gilbert Litchfield. 
Rowland Holt Suffolk 
Barne Barne Dunwich 
Lord Beauchamp Orford 

Hon, Robt, Conway Ditto 
Richard Combe Aldborough 
Martin Fonnereau Ditto 

R. B. Phillipſon Ere 

Hon. J. St. John Ditto 
William Adam Gatton 
Robert Mayne Ditto 

peter Burrell Haſlemere 
dir Charles Cocks Ryegate 
George Onflow Guilford: 
ames Wallace Horſham 
= Ord Midhurſt 

on. Hen. Sey mour Conway Ditto 
Lord George Germain Grinſted 
Hon. Charles Greville Warwick 
Hon. Robt. Greville Ditto 

B. Holroyd Coventry 

d Weſtcote Bewdley 

ames Sutton Devizes 

On. J. Brudenell and Sir J. 

Long | Marlborough 
dir Ed, Bayntum Chippenham 
William Strahan Malmſbury 

, Dewar -Cricklade 

. Macpherſon Ditto 

Archibald Macdonald Hindon 

Hon, W. Gordon Heyteſbury 

Hon, T. Wenman Weſtbu 

Hon. Henry St. John Wotton Baſſet 

Lord Melborn Luggerſhall 

Charles Herbert _ Wilton 

dir Philip Hales Downton | 

Robert Shaftoe Ditto 

Lord Cranborne E 0g 

| Ci orts. 

* Hennicker fr Dover 

. Hon, Charles Jenkinſon Haſtings 

Lord Viſc. Palmerſtone Ditto 

ir Charles Farnaby Hithe 2 7 
Willam Evelyn Ditto 1. 
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Sir Edward Dering 
Richard Jackſon 
Hon. Tho. Onſlo y 
Wm. Dickenſon 
Philip Stephens 
Lord Viſ. Gage 
George Medley 


Charles 'Wolfran Cornwall 


Sir Charles Gould 
Lord Liſburne 


Thomas Johnes, junior 
ohn wg 
ohn Adams 
itſhed Keene 
Lord Kenfington 


Thomas Johnes, ſenior 
Edward Lewis 


Sir Ad. Ferguſſon 
Adam Liyingſtone 
Sir J. Patterſon 

Adam Drummond 


Sir Archibald Edmonſtone ; 


Sir Robt, Laurie 
Henry Dundas 
Francis Charteris 
Lord William Gordon 
Staates Long Morris 
R. Henderſon 

Earl of Panmure 
William Niſhett . 
Lord Adam Gordon 
William Stewart 
Andrew Stewart 


Sir W. Aug. Cunninghame 


ohn Campbell 
ir James Cockburne 
Hon. 5 Murray 
Hon. J. S. M Kenzie 
Hon. Fred. Stuart 
Craufurd 
ord Fred. Campbell 


Hon. James Wemys 


* 


Romne 
Ditto K 


Carmarthen 
Montgomery 


Haverfordweſt 
Radnorſhire 
Radnor 


Scotland. 


Airſhire 

Argy leſhire 4 
Berwickſhire 

Brechin, &c. 
Dunbartonſhire 
Dumfriesſhire 
Edinburgſhire 

Dunbar 

Elginſhire 

Elgin 

Fifeſhire 

Forfarſhire 
Haddingtonſhire 
KincarFofhire 
Kircudbright 
Lanerkſhire* 
Linlithgowſhire 
Nairnſhire © 
Peebles, &c, 


- > Perthſhire 


Roſsſhire 

Roth ſay 
Renfrewſhire 
Glaſgow, &c. 
Sutherlandſhire 
= J. Grant 


bw DEBATES: 4 


Grant Tayn, &c, 
LH W. Daſhwood Wigtown 
Teller, John Robinſon, Harwich, 
- April 10. 


Mr. Hartley gave notice that on Tueſday next he ſhould Mr. Ari. 
bring forward his propoſitions reſpecting the ſtate of the 
war; that he had thought it a motion proper to make, but, 
from information he had lately received, it was now abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, As a motion, it not only concerned the well- 
being, but the very being of this country. | 
Governor Pownall called upon him, and begged, that if Governor 
his motion was of the importance he ſaid it was, he would Pownall. 
he explicit, and ſay what it was; that he would not bring 
matters of ſuch importance ſuddenly upon the Houſe, and 
and gentlemen unprepared to give it due confideration. He 
did not ſpeak for himſelf : for that the honourable gentleman 
could bring no matter forward in which he did not conceive 
bimſelf fuſly prepared ; but that he ſpoke for the reſt of 
the Houſe, who might not haye had the ſame opportunity 
that he had. | 
General Contway alfo called upon him to ſay what his mo- general 
tion was, and whether he meant that part of the war reſpec» Cnwoy. 
ting America? That this country was brought into ſuch dif- 
fculties and perplexities by that war, that he did not ſee how 
It was poſſible to extricate ourſelves, unleſs ſome meaſures 
were taken that ſhould firſt put an end to that war, and there» is 
fore he hoped that the matter might not be delayed till Tueſ- Ss | 
ſay, but that it might come on the firſt open day. n 
Mr. Hartley explained that the principal part of his propo- Ir. Har- lt 
ſitions did reſpe&t the American war, and the conſideration =y 
of ſuch means as might lead to peace, but at preſent did not J 
chuſe to open what the purport of them were. 
Governor Pawnall replied, that he did not mean to interfere 
with the honourable gentleman, or to take any thing out of 
dis hand ; but that if he did not preciſely and directly make 
lome propoſitions that ſhould lead to peace with America, he 
wok that opportunity to give notice that he would propoſe to 
the Houſe ſome matters that might become preliminaries 
Mhereon to ground a negotiation of peace; and that he would 1 
Propoſe nothing which he would not undertake to execute. 4 
vir Philip Fennings Clerke moved, that there ſhould be git Philip 
hid be laid before the Houſe a complete return of the army, Dan 
Made up to the laſt month.“ Th 35k he. 
debate being likely to take place upon this motion, Mr. Byng, 
Nr. Byzg, though he had no kind of objection to it, repre- 
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ſented the more important buſineſs there was before the Houſe, 
meaning the adjourned conſideration of the petitions on their 
table, and therefore ſubmitted it to the judgment of the ho- 
honourable member, whether it would not be better to defer 
the buſineſs he had entered upon, and wait a more conveni— 
ent opportunity for introducing it. 

The Secre- The Secretary at Ii ar ſaid, he could not by any meang 

6ary at Mar. conſent to the motion; as an account of the army being laid 
before the Houſe, and therefore made public, could tend on- 
ly to inform our enemy of the military ſtrength of this 
country; the queſtion had, he ſaid, been frequently made, 
and as frequently rejected, as extremely improper and injudi. 
cious. 

Mr. Byng. Go, Byng propoſed to get rid of it by moving the order of 
the day. 

Lord North. Lord North objected to this, confidering it to be of the 
nature of a previous queſtion, and that the Houſe would, 
ſhould it be negatived, be obliged to return again to the mo- 
tion for a liſt of the army. His Lordſhip pronounced it 
highly improper to agree with the requiſition contained in 
the queſtion, and was of opinion, that as it muſt be con- 
trary to the ſenſe of the Houſe, the ſooner it ſhould be ce. 
cided upon, the better it would be. 

Sir Philip Sir Philip Jennings Clerke obſerved, that he did not wiſh 

Jennings by any means to obſtruct the order of the day, and would 

Clerke, very readily withdraw the motion he had made, if the noble 
Lord, or Secretary at War, would promiſe to the Houle, 
that the expence of the army ſhould not exceed the money 
vated for that particular ſervice. 

The Secre» The Secretary at War gave the Houſe to underſtand, that 

rary as far as his knowledge went, the charge of the army would 

"_ not be more than the amount of the money ordered for It. 
The converſation was therefore given up by both ſides of the 
Houſe. 

Sir William Meredith then called the attention of the 

Houſe to an event for which he hoped there was no founde- 
tion in fact; he hoped it was an idle, vague, and groundlel 
ſtory, fabricated to injure government, and therefore he 
wiſhed to hear a full and flat contradiction to it from tbe 
great officers in the war department, The report was, thit 
upon the aſſembling of the citizens of Weſtminſter, orden 
had been iſſued to double the King's guard, and furniſh them 
with fix rounds of powder and ball; and that a great quan 
tity of ammunition was ſent to the guard rooms; that 


third regiment of guards was muſtered at the barracks, oh 
4 | : vis 
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vided likewiſe with ſix rounds of powder and ball, and kept 
under arms till late at night, and that they were told they 
muſt go to the Parliament Houſe, 

Sir William wiſhed to know if ſuch orders were given, 
what grounds there were for poſſeſſing the King's mind with 
fears and apprehenſions from the mere circumſtance of ei- 
tens aſſembling in a legal manner, and for a conſtitutional 
purpoſe ; and whether it might not be expected, that if the 
citizens were to meet again, they would not, in turn, come 

pared with neceſſary arms for their defence, now they knew 
that the third regiment of guards was to be drawn out againſt 
them. 


ether tor doubling the guard, or calling out the third regi- . 
ment; but that if any civil magiſtrate had ſuggeſted to the 
King's Miniſters the danger or apprehenſion of a riot, he 
thought the orders very proper. 


had been given, 


obſerved, that the manner in which Mr. Jenkinſon had . 
denied that the orders went from his office, but not denying 

that ſuch orders actually went, at the ſame time juſtifying the 
orders, if given, convinced him, that ſuch orders did really 

flue from ſome other office; that he wiſhed to bring that 
miniſter to light who filled the King's mind with an appre- 
tenſion of danger from an aſſembly of loyal and free citizens, 

who in expreſſing their zeal for defending the liberties of 
Engliſhmen, thought they were manifeſting in the beſt man- 

der poſſible their duty to their ſovereign. 


lam Meredith aſſured him they were not ineluded in the or- * 


The order of the day was then called for, and at fix o clock 
the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr. Hufley in 


the chair, for the further conſideration of the petitions on 
the table, | | 


committee, that, in order to ſecure the independence of *. 
Parliament, and obviate all ſuſpicions of its purity, that with- 
in ſeven days after the meeting of Parliament, every ſeſſion, 
ttere he laid before this Houle, by the proper officer, an ac- 
count of all monies paid out of the civil liſt, or any part of 


be public revenue to or for the uſe, or in truſt for any mem- 
| / ber 
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Mr. Fenkinſon denied that any order went from his office, Mr. F:ntin- 


dit Richard M rotteſiy denied that any ſuch orders had been Sir Rickard 
given; and Sir George Oſborne ſaid that no unuſual orders Her. 


Mr. Dunning took up the matter with great warmth, and Mr. Dus- 


Sir John Griffin defended the horſe guards, but Sir Wil- Sir Ja 


Mr. Dunning moved, „ That it is the opinion of this Mr. Dun- 


Mr. Dun - 


Lord North. 


Mr. Dun- 
ning. 


Mr. Dun- 


ning . 


ber of Parlrament ſince the laſt receſs, by every perſo 
ſhall have paid the ſame.” 3 Peron 

Mr. Dunning after ſaying however clear the Houſe might 
be as to the reality of the charge, there was out of door, z 
ſuſpicion and an imputation brought actually home to the 
Houſe of groſs and corrupt venality ariſing from the undue 
influence of the crown within thoſe walls. It became neceſ. 
ſary for the Houſe to purge itſelf from ſuch ſuſpicions, which 
could _ be proved by its being publickly known what mo. 
ney did find its way into the pockets of members of Parlia. 
ment, and in what manner it came there. If no one had: 
ſhilling of the public money in his pocket which he was not 
able to explain, no difficulty could be made in acceeding to 
his motions. If there were any ſuch, his motion would dif. 
3 them. Io 15:7; 

Lord North ſaid he ſhould not oppoſe the motion, but 
doubted whether the Lords might approve of it, as Commons 
coming to reſotutions, which, in fact, were teſts for them, 
might create ſome: duiagreements between the two Houſes, 

Mr. Dunning replied. 

Mr. Cornewall, Mr. Wedderburne, and Mr. Welbore 
Ellis, ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe as Lord North, and hinted at 
ſome difficulties in underſtanding the purport of the motion, 
and carrying it into execution. 

However no other objections being made, the motion paſſed 
unanimouſly, 

Mr. Dunning now moved, That it is the opinion of 
this committee, that the perſons holding the offices of 
treaſurer of the chamber, the treaſurer of the houſhold, the 
cofferer of the houſhold, the comptroller of the houſhold, 
the maſter of the houſhold, the clerks of the green cloth, 
and the deputies of them, be rendered imcompatible with a 
ſcat in this Houſe. . 527. 

He recapitulated what the Houſe had already done, as the 
ground for what he bad to propoſe, and what the Houſe had 
done reſpecting Mr. Burke's bill; and took notice, that when 
it was propoſed by a clauſe in that bill, to aboliſh certain 
offices in the houſhold, the Houſe had rejected that propoſi- 
tipn, for reafons; 'which, not being preſent, he had not 
heard ; and if they were what he had read, they were the 
worſt he ever met with, However, that having been de- 
cided, the next, beſt thing was, and it was conſonant to the 


ſenſe of the people in their petitions, to take care that the 


undue influence of the crown ſhould no longer operate * 
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that Houſe by means of thoſe places, and, therefore, that 
the motion he ſhould make was, that the holding of any of 
thoſe places, and a feat in Parliament at the tame time, 
ſhould be rendered incompatible. He was ſenſible, it would 
be aſked, why he fixed upon thoſe places alone, and did not 

further. His anſwer was, that he did not mean to go 
further ? But that he had fixed upon thoſe particular places 
for his preſent motion, from the particular predicament in 
which they ſtood ; and that if any other places in the ſame 
bill ſhould be found in the ſame predicament, he ſhould make 
the like motion upon them. It might likewiſe be aſked, why 
he did not bring in a bill? His antwer was, that he thought 
it the faireſt way to conſider the propoſition firſt; and if it 
was agreed to, he ſhould then bring in a bill. 
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The Lord Advocate ſpoke next. His principal argument The Lora 
vas to diſtinguiſh the difference between Mr. Burke, who Advocate. 


was for aboliſhing the places, and Mr. Dunning, who was 
only for incapacitating them from fitting in Parliament, but 


whether they agreed or not, he ſhould give a direct negative 


to the motion, as it contained a propoſition to alter the con- 
ſitution, 


Mr. Burke defended his conduct in his procedure on his Mt. Burke, 


bill; faid that he maintained his firſt opinion, and was con- 
vinced it was the beſt thing that could be done. He juſtified 
himſelf againſt various reports that had gone out againſt him; 
and then ſaid, if he could not have the heſt thing, he would 
take the next beſt, and ſhould moſt cordially ſupport the pro- 
poſition of his honourable, learned, and reſpected friend. 


Mr, Wedderburne affected to approve Mr. Burke's bill, Mr. . 
againſt which he voted, rather than the propoſition of the e. 


learned gentleman, and ran a long compariſon between them, 
not only to ſhew how they diſagreed, but to make them diſ- 
credit each other; ſaid that this disfranchiſing any perſons 
holding ſuch offices was a violent alteration of the conſtitu- 
uon, both as it reſpected the perſons who might properly 
bold thoſe places, and as it reſpected the conſtitutional influ- 
ence of the crown, as one branch of the legiſlature, ought 
to have upon the other two branches, in like manner as they 
ought to have upon each other; for that mutual influence 
Was the chain by which they were linked, cach to the other, 
and all to all. 


Mr. Pit: anſwered the ſeveral objections that had been wr, Pas. 


made, and ſtated his opinion of the propriety of diminiſhing 
the influence of the crown in this inſtance, and faid if that 
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Houſe could be made virtuous, he ſhould care very little 


about the other Houſe, 
Mr. Die- Mr. Dunning replied, by a recapitulation of the argu- 
ming. ments which he had uſed before, and reminded the gentlemen 
who had made their objections, without attending to thoſe 
arguments, they might have prevented him from obtruding 
himſelf upon the Houſe, 
Upon this the queſtion was called for, the Ayes were 215 


Noes 213. 
| April 11, 
Mr. Gre: Mr. Gregory brought in a petition from 2900 perſons, in- 
9. habitants of Rocheſter, praying that leave might be given to 


bring in a bill for the repeal of the act paſted a ſeſſions or two 
ſince in favour of the Roman Catholics, 
The petition was preſented, and after being read, upen 
motion made, that it lie on the table, 
Lord Geergz Lord George Gordon roſe, and in a ſpeech of ſome length 
Sec. expreſſed his ſatisfation at ſeeing the preſent petition brought 
in. His Lordſhip expatiated on the neceſſity of that Houle 
taking as active a part relative to the religious eſtabliſhment, 
as they were taking from day to day in political affairs. He 
lamented, that although there were two churches and one ca- 
thedral at Rocheſter, there were few of the clergy who had 
ſigned the petition ; it was their peculiar province, he ſaid, to 
guard againft the inroads of Popery, which was making haity 
ſtrides to re-eſtabliſh itſelf generally throughout the kingdom, 
and threatened extirpation to proteſtantiſm, He begged 
leave to read a memorial or reſolution, deſcriptive of Popery, 
and all its horrid conſequences, which was drawn up in lre- 
land in the year 1626, and figned by the Archbiſhop of Ar- 
magh, and the other prelates of the — — church in that 
kingdom. As it was but ſhort, he begged the Houle would 
give him their attention. Having finiſhed reading, he ſaid, 
our biſhops ought to come to a ſimilar reſolution, but the 
time-ſerving prieſts, the popiſh epiſcopalians of the other 
Houſe, were more intent on other objects, and objects lels 
worthy the attention of Chriſtian prelates. He ran into a 


ſtrain of vehement attack on thoſe in power, for not doing 


their duty in religious matters. 
Mr. Turner. Mr. Turner ſaid, he could not fit ſtill and hear the noble 
Lord run on at that rate. The noble Lord, he ſaid, was 
perpetually interrupting buſineſs, and introducing matters 
directly perional, The noble Lord had got a twift in his 
head, a certain whirhgig which ran away with him, if ** 
ching 
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thing relative to religion was mentioned, and made him ex- 
poſe himſelf perpetually. He declared, he ſaid this, out of 
friendſhip and reſpe& to the noble Lord. He withed the 
noble Lord well; the noble Lord was a ſtaunch whig, an 
enemy to the American war, and a friend to the liberties of 
the people; he could not bear, therefore, to ſee the noble 
Lord render himſelf a laughing ſtock, and become the make- 
game of the whole Houſe. He reſpected the noble Lord, 
and the Houſe ought to reſpect him on account of his noble 
family. Mr. Turner having ſaid this, went into an argu- 
ment, to prove that religious jealouſies were equally illiberal 
and unjuſt, That a Proteſtant would not plough the ground 
better than a Papiſt, nor a Papiſt better than a Proteſtant, 
and as long as the Roman Catholicks demeaned themſelves 
decently, and conformed to the laws of the country, they 
had a right to expect and to receive every poſſible indul- 
ence, 
; Lord George Gordon roſe again, and in order to elucidate his Lord George 
former argument, pulled out an Iriſh newſpaper, and read Cn. 
two extracts from Father O'Lary's letter, againſt the princi- 
ples of Weſley ; he afterwards read ſome paſſages from 
Weſley's reply, and contended that another maſſacre of the 
Proteſtants, like to that in Ireland, was to be dreaded, if 
ſomething was not done conformable to the wiſhes of thoſe 
of the eſtabliſhed church, He ſaid ſuch as came up to him 
as a member of Parliament, had told him, that they already 
conſidered themſelves abſolved from their allegiance to his 
Majeſty. They had not yet determined to murder the King 
and put him to death; they only conſidered that they were 
abſolved from their allegiance. He declared the Lord Advo- 
cate knew very well what was the opinion of the people in 
Scotland ing Popery, and that what he had now ſaid, 
he had not thrown out as any idle threat; he meant to put 
miniſters on their guard, to warn them to do what was right 
in time. For this purpoſe he had been twice to court to tell 
his Majeſty what he knew upon the ſubject, and now roſe to 
tell it miniſters. | 
Mr. Gregory declared, that to his knowledge thoſe who had Mr Gregory. 
ſubleribed the petition which had been juſt read, were not of 
luch ſentiments as the noble Lord had deſcribed. They were 
erm in their loyalty, as good and as peaccably inclined as 
any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and fo high was their love and 
deal for their prince, that there was not one of them who 
Rxx 2 would 
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would not willingly lay down his life and fortune in his ſr. 1 
vice. | | 
The petition was ordered to lie on the table. F 


Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke called the attention of the Houſe to a very par. Bill of 


The account ſtated that two men had been doomed to this 


ticular matter. He ſaid, they fat there to make laws for the ye 
ſubject; that the laws which chiefly came under their confi. Wi an 


deration were laws of civil polity, but thoſe which mot bi 


claimed their attention and care were the criminal laws, The fe 
firſt only regarded mens property, criminal laws affected hi 
mens? lives, a confideration infinitely ſuperior to the former! do 
Ia making criminal laws, it behoved them materially t be 
conſider how they proceeded, to take care wiſely and nicely l 
to proportion the puniſhment ſo that it ſhould not exceed the n 
extent of the crime, and to provide that it ſhould be of that 
kind, which was more calculated to operate as an example Wi re 
and prevent crimes, than to oppreſs and torment the con- hi 
victed criminal. If this was not properly attended to in the Tl 


. criminal laws which paſſed that Houle, they forced his Ma. m 


jefty to violate his coronation oath and commit perjury, be. n 
cauſe his Majeſty, when he was crowned, and was inveſted de 
with the executive government, had ſolemaly ſworn to tem- de 
0 mercy with juſtice, which it was almoſt impoſſible for pt 
him to do if that Houſe ſuffered any penal laws to paſs on c 
principles repugnant to this idea, and in which juſtice, rigid Wl *! 
juſtice was ſolely attended to, and all fight of mercy loft, m 
and foregone. He ſaid, the matter which had induced him th 
to make theſe reflections, was the perufal of a melancholy N 
circumſtance ſtated in the newſpapers of that morning. He de. 
hoped to God the fat'was mis-ftared, and that the whole fe. Wi 
lation had no foundation in truth. It had, however, made WW te 
a very ſtrong impreſſion on his mind, and he conceived it d de 
a nature ſufficiently intereſting to merit the notice and atten- 
tion of that Houſe, becaufe if it ſhould turn out to be true, 
he thought it would be incumbent on that Houſe to take 
ſome nieaſure in conſequence of it. The relation he alluded 
to, was that of the unhappy and horrid murder of a podt 
wretch, condemned to ſtand in the pillory the preceding cay, 


puniſhment ; that one of them being ſhort of ſtature, and 
remarkably ſhort-necked, he could not reach the hole mad 
for the admiſſion of the head, in the aukward and gy in 
ſtrument uſed in this mode of puniſhment; that the officen 
of juſtice, nevertheleſs, forced his head through the hole 
and the poor wretch hung rather than walked as the pio! 

: turne 
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turned round; that previous to his being put in, he had de- 
recated the yengeance of the mob, and begged that mercy, 
Which from their exaſperation at his crime, and their want 
of conſidering the conſequences of their cruelty, they ſeemed. 
very little to beſtow, That he ſoon grew black in the face, 
and the blood forced itfelf out of his noſtrils, his eyes, and 
his ears, That the mob, neverthgleſs, attacked him and his 
fellow criminal with great fury; That the officers —_— 
his ſituation, opened the pillory, and the poor wretch fel 
down dead on the Rand of the infttument, The other man, 
be underſtood, was likewiſe ſo maimed. and hurt by what 
had been thrown at him, that he lay now whithout hope of 
recovery. | 
Herlag ſtated this to the Houſe, Mr. Burke proceeded to 
remark, that the puniſhment of the pillory had always ſtrack 
him as a puniſhment of ſhame rather than of perſonal ſeye- 
rity, In the preſent inſtance it had been rendered an inſtru- 
ment of death, and that of the worſt kind, a death of tor- 
ment, The crime for which the poor wretches had been con- 
demned, was ſuch as could ſcarcely be mentioned, much lefs 
defended or extenuated. The commiſhon of Sodomi:tcal 
practices! A crime of all others the moſt deteſtable, be- 
cauſe it tended to vitiate the morals of the whole commu- 
nity, and to defeat the firſt and chief end of fociety, Sodo- 
mitical practices was however of all other crimes à crime of 
the moſt equivocal nature, and the moſt difficult to prove, 
When criminals convicted of ſodomitical practices were ſen- 
tenced to the pillory, they were adjudged. that puniſhment 
with a view to expoſe them to public reproach and con- 
tempt, not to popular fury, affault and cruelty, To con- 
demn to the pillory with any ſuch ideas, would be to make 
it a capital puniſhment, ran as much more ſeyere than exe- 
cution at T yburn, as to die in torment, was more dreadful 
than momentary death, almoſt without ſenfation of pain, 
He ſubmitted it, therefore, to the conſideration the 
Houſe, whether, if the facts turned out as they were ſtated 
in the newſpapers, and as he had reported them to the Houſe, 
on newſpaper authority, it would not be right to aboliſh 
the puniſhment of the pillory ſince it was liable to ſuch vio- 
lent perverſion, as to be rendered not the inſtrument of re- 
proach and ſhame, but of death and murder. If no man 
would take the matter in hand, he would bring in a bill for 
this purpoſe; he ſaw, however, a learned and reſpectable 
gentdleman in the Houſe, from whoſe high character and di- 
ſtinguiſhed 
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ſtinguiſhed place, it was fair to infer that the matter noble 
be much better lodged in his hands, and would be more pro. 
perly conducted than it could be by him. He hoped that 
learned and reſpectable gentleman would take it up, and he 
hoped likewiſe that the Ba. if the facts fhould turn out 
to be true, and the poor wretch to have been murdered, à 
he had mentioned, would direct the learned gentleman tg 
proceed againit thole to whole neglect, or to whoſe cruelty, 
the murder was aſcribcable, 
The Arrow. The Attorney Genera! complimented Mr. Burke on hi; 
pry General. having ſtared the matter to the Houſe with thoſe ſtrikiog 
features of humanity which diſtinguiſhed and characterized 
his conduct on every occaſion ; he ſaid, moſt certainly x 
tale of ſo extraordinary a nature merited the attention of 
that Houſe in general, and his attention in particular, He 
ſhould do the honourable gentleman the juſtice to pay imme- 
diate regard to what he had ſa q, and though he had the ut- 
moſt reſpect for the Honle, and ſhould on every occafion 
moſt readily pay obedience to its commands, it did not ftrike 
his mind that their interference was neceſſary on the preſent 
occaſion. If the facts were as the honourable gentleman had 
ſtated them to be, the matter immediately called for legal 
enquiry, in order to lead to a conviction and puniſh- 
ment of thoſe who were guilty, and had been acceſlary 
to the murder. The judges who ſentenced the men to the 
illory, were clearly innocent of the guilt of their deaths, 
1 undoubtedly, they had done no more in condcua- 
ing them to that puniſhment, than they were obliged to do 
by the laws now in being, and could have no idea that they 
were ſentencing the criminals to a puniſhment that would at- 
fe& their lives. There were two deicriptions of perſons who 
were the objects of puniſhment in the preſent caſe, thoſe who 
by neglect of duty had ſuffered the criminal to be murdered, 
and ſuch of the mob as were moſt immediately concerned in 
the murder, if they could be come at. It was unqueſtion- 
ably proper that n guilty of ſuch an atrocious crime, 
ſhould be convinced that what they had done was within tie 
reach of the laws of the country, and that no men, however 
they might be miſled by ill-judged indignation, would be 
ſuffered to commit ſuch enormities with impunity, In doing 
this, however, proper care muſt be taken that in endeavour- 
ing to anſwer the ends of juſtice, injuſtice was not commit- 
ted. It certainly was neceſſary for the officers, appointed to 


put the ſentence of the law. in execution upon criminals, 2 


4 
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lo their duty with a certain degree of ſpirit. He ſhould 
therefore firſt inſtitute an enquiry in order to ſubſtantiate the 
cs, and then proceed regularly upon them. With regard 
10 an alteration of the law as it ftood, the honourable: 
gentleman would give him leave to pauſe upon it a little, and 
before he took any ſtep for that purpoſe to conſult thoſe more 
converſant with the nature of criminal puniſhments, than he 
was himſelf, | 

Sir Charles Bunbury, in confirmation of the perverſion of Sir Charles 
the puniſhment of the pillory, ſtated the caſe of a man con-. 


J victed of ſodomitical practices at Bury, who had been re- 
; Whconmended to mercy by the jury, and in whoſe favour ap- 
of WE plicztion had been made to the judge who tried him. This 
1. naa had been ſentenced to the pillory, and having been a 
„ rpectable houſekeeper, had the greateſt dread of that pun- 


ment, from a conviction that the populace would be fo 
exaſperated againft him, that they would take his life, 
The man had ſtated his fears to him, and he had been the 


perſon who applied to the judge in the criminal's behalf. 
bee judge was a very diſtinguiſhed character, and a man of 
ue benevolence, whole loſs every man had lately had cauſe 
„ Wo lament, and whole name would always be remembered 
y with reſpect. The judge had told him, that he thought the 
ve ba required alteration, but as it ſtood, it was impoſſible for 
„b to ſentence the man to any other puniſhment, When 
1. dis was reported to the priſoner, it threw him into deſpair, 
%o ad fo great was his dread of the pillory, that the night be- 
y fore the ſentence was to be put in execution, he took poiſon, 
. Ide next day, however, he was placed in the pillory, and 
* as he had predicted, was fo ſeverely treated by the populace, 


that he died that night in jail, and whether he died from the 
poiſon, or in conſequence of his ill treatment from the mob, 
lad never been aſcertained, 

Mr. Ord brought up the army eſtimates; they were wr. 0. 
ad a firſt and ſecond time, and the third time being read 
uſtinly article by article, | 

dir Phillip Jennings Clerhe roſe and ohjected to the firſt Sir Philip 
eſtimare, V1Z. that of a ſpecific ſum for Colonel Fallarton's 8 
eviment. elerkes 
This gave riſe to a debate, in which a great deal of. the 
"ane argument, that had been uſed againſt this eſtimate 
in the committee, was repeated. 

The ſpeakers were, Sir Phillip Jennings Clerke, the Se- 
ary at War, Mr. Townſhend, Lord North, Colonel 

Barre, 
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Barre, General Burgoyne, Mr, Fox, Mr. T. Grenville, 
General Frazer, Mr. Byng, and General Conway, 
The chief of the new matter which came out in the 
courſe of the debate, was as follows: E 
Mr. 7. Mr. Z. Toronſbend warmly contended againſt the appointing 
Tewnfbend. a gentleman who had never been in the army to a com- 
mand, He complained of groſs partiality in the diftriby- 
tion of commiſſions and employment, He aſked why old 
officers who had ſerved well, and diſtinguiſhed themlelres 
laſt war, were unemployed, while young gentlemen unpoſ- 
ſeſſed of a ſingle military idea, who bought their men at 
Charing-croſs, were put at the head of regiments ? Wii 
were many other officers of merit, paſted by ? Why wa 
Colonel Meadows, who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in . 
America, refuſed promotion? Mr. Townſhend concluded We 
with calling upon the Secretary at War to tell the Houſe wo WW th 
it was, that had recommended an appointment ſo inſulting 
and unjuſt to the army, as the appointment of the honour- Hl 
able gentleman for whoſe regiment the preſent eftimate ft 
was given. ſo 
The Secre- The Secretary at War declared it was not him that recom- 
rary at War. mended the appointment; that he knew very little of the 
matter, and never preſumed to give an opinion on military 
affairs. That his Majeſty had a fnilitary minifter, an of- f 
ficer of as high reputation in the army, as any one man that WW in! 
ever ſerved in it. That he had received his Majeſty's orden I wt 
for the appointment of the honourable gentleman in queſtion WW an 
through that noble Lord's hands, f anc 
Lord North. Lord North declared that the honourable gentleman ws 
neither to have permanent rank nor half pay; that he had off 
only, aſked for the rank he held for a particular ſervice, that tur 
his rank was not even to continue ſo long as that of any tial 
other colonel in the new levies ; it was not to laſt during the Bl wa 
War, but was to ceaſe as ſoon as the particular ſervice fu in} 
Which his regiment had been raiſed was finiſhed, or if f tive 
ſhould even be dropped, the honourable gentleman did d,, ( 
| defire to hold it. That he had raiſed his regiment vit inf 
great diſpatch, and without any expence to government, Wl wh 
and that he was not going out chief in command, but tion 
ſecond to an officer of proſeſſional knowledge and hig the 
character. N 
col. Barre. Colonel Barre reprobated the idea of one of the yi Gr: 


diplomatique coming at once into the army at the head of! tre: 
| regiment \ 


| the 
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regiment, and- going out into an unhealthy climate on an 
eaterprize of importance, where if the gentleman chief in 
command ſhould chance to die, the command would de- 
wle on him. The Colonel diſclaimed any intention to 
ve the honourable gentleman offence, he meant none, and 
the honourable gentleman was too high in character to 
merit diſreſpect. He could not, however, as a man who had 
ſerved in the army for many years, but feel himſelf wound- 
ed at an appointment which was an inſult to the army in ge- 
neral, If men, who by a connection with a miniſter could 
thus get upon the ſtaff at once, without having ever ſerved, 
it was in vain for officers to toil on for many years, fighting 
for their country, and doing hard duty. The Colonel de- 
fired to know, who had recommended the appointment ? He 
would undertake to ſay, that the noble Lord at the head of 
the army * Amherſt] had neither adviſed, nor did he 
approve of it? He wiſhed to know who it was that had? 
He aſſerted, that Lord Amherft was to his knowledge too 
ſtrict an obſerver of rule and ſeniority, ever to countenance 
ſo extraordinary an appointment. He knew this from his 
own experience laſt war, when ſerving under him. The 
noble Lord had then refuſed him promotion upon that fingle 
ground, and the noble Lord had been juſtifiable in ſo _— 

e Colonel ſtated the nature of appointing to commands 
in France, and faid, that though the gentlemen of the long 
robe went into the army there, he defied any man to give 
ad inſtance of their having been put at the head of corps, 
and given command. There were, he ſtated, 50, ooo noble 
families in -France, out of which the French army was 
offered. After a long detail of facts of this kind, he re- 
turned to the ſubject, and having mentioned ſome groſs par- 
ualities ſhewn to men who had - bor in Portugal, fince the 
war, particularly to a gentleman who had been a Lieutenant 
in his own regiment, he ſaid he ſhould giye his hearty nega- 
uve to the eſtimate, 4 
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General Burgoyne alſo condemned the appointment as AN General 
inſalt to the army. The General ſtated a number of officers Burgeyne- 


who had ſerved long and could not get promotion. He men- 
tioned the partial conduct of miniſters reſpecting his relation 
the deceaſed Major Stanley, and dwelt on it for ſome time. 


Mr. For enforced the fame idea, and called upon Mr. Mr. Fes. 


Grenville to inform the Houſe the particulars of the ill 
treatment he had received on his application for preferment. 


Mr. Grenville, in a very correct and neat ſpeech, ſtated to . Grene 


the Houſe, that having been an enſign in the guards for vill. 
Vor. XVII. Sſs a twelve- 
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a twelvemonth, and the next ſtep in the guards being to ; 
captaincy, he applied to the commander in chief to be made 
a captain in an old regiment ; the anſwer he received wa, 
that there were many old lieutenants who had applied fo 
that promotion before him. Satisfied with this, he remained 
content till his friend the Duke of Rutland offered him & 
captaincy in his new raiſed corps. He applied again to the 
commander in chief, and was refuſed, upon the plea that he 
could not take two ſteps at once. He then applied for : 
lieutenancy in the Queen's regiment, which happened to be 
vacant, and all the enſigns of which petitioned in his fayour, 
but he was again refuſed, unleſs he would ſpecify what were 
the reaſons which had induced the enſigns of the Queen 
vegrment to recommend him, and to give up their own claims 
in his favour. He was an applicant another time to be: 
captain of one troop of an honourable gentleman's hork, 
who had raiſed the corps on condition of appointing his 


- own officers; this likewiſe he was refuſed, till at length 
fading that he was fingled out for ill-treatment, he felt 


himſelf diſguſted, defired to reſign his commiſſion, and 
quitted the ſervice. | 
The Secretary at Mar produced a paper, which he ſaid had 
been put into his hands — the noble Lord at the head of the 
army, in which that noble Lord had affigned his reaſons for 
every refuſal of the honourable member's applications. He 
had refuſed the ſuffering him to move to a captaincy, be- 
cauſe the honourable member had only been an enfign in the 
guards one year; and he had refuſed his having the lieuten- 
ancy in the Queen's regiment, becauſe the 11 of that 
„ rz had recalled their recommendation of him, and 
red that one of themſelves might have the promotion. 
General Frazer ſpoke warmly in praiſe of Mr. Gren- 
ville, and 1n the inftance of M St. Leger, proved that 


Lord Amherſt did not always fo rigidly adhere to rule, be- 


cauſe Mr. St. Leger had been allowed to riſe rapidly from 
enſign to lieutenant, from lieutenant to captain, and from 


captain to major, 


- General Conway deplored the bad management of the army, 
when any gentleman could be fo perſecuted as the honourable 
gentleman had been, He condemned the appointment of th: 
honourable gentleman mentioned in the eftimate, as highly 


unwiſe and improper. After he fat down, the geners 
again, to recall the word perſecution, which he faid 1 


roſe 


3 
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too ſtrong an expreſſion, and to defend the character of Lord 
awherſt. | | 

The other eſtimates were then ſeverally put, and were all 
reed to, after half an hour's debate on that for granting 
6097 pounds for bridges and roads in Scotland. In this de- 
bete Mr. Fox, Mr. Charteris, the Lord Advocate, General 
Howard, Sir George Y onge, and Mr. Gilbert took place. 

A ward or two alſo paſſed between Sir Philip Jennings 


(lerke and Colonel Holroyd, upon the eſtimate for that gen- 


leman's additional corps. 
Abril 12. 


Lord North preſented the tax bill, enacting, that an addi- Lord Nerth, 


tonal duty be laid on malt, low wines and ſpirits, foreign 
vines, brandy, and rum, coals exported, advertiſements, à 
duty on receipts for legacies, and a duty on licences to be 
taken out by perſons dealing in coffee, tea, and chocolate. 
The bill was brought up and read a firſt time by breviate, 
It was then moved that it be read a ſecond time, 


Sir Charles Bunbury thereupon roſe, and in a ſpeech of ſome Sir Chorle 
length, which was remarkably figurative, took a general Bunbury. 


review of the melancholy complexion of the public affairs, 
concluding with ſtating a few ſtrong objections to the malt 
tax, 

Sir Charles compared the ſtate, as fituated at preſent, to a 
veſſel at ſea, toſt to and fro in a violent ſtorm. Thoſe who 


had been appointed to pilot the ſhip, had by a variety of in- 


ſtances, ſhewn their total incapacity to diſcharge the duties 
of their office, They had repeatedly avowed their own ina- 
bility, and did not even pretend to be able to bring the ſhip 
afe into harbour. All they looked to was their own perſonal 


lafety, and fo far from attempting to direct the helm, they 


merely faſtened to the handle of it, to prevent their being 
thrown overboard, by the exaſperated crew, So unwiſe, ſo 
dangerous, and fo fatal in their conſequences had been the 


meaſures purſued by theſe ſtate pilots, that they had created' 


wyerſal diſſatisfaction, diſguſt and deſpair, Their great 
meaſure, the American war, had reduced this country from 
a ſtate of unexampled glory, proſperity, power, and wealth 

to a ſtate of wretchedneſs, of weakneſs, of adverſity, an 

of contempt, almoſt beyond the idea of the moſt melancholy 
riftonary. The conſequences that ftared us in the face had 
in the; progreſs. of the war eſcaped the notice of many gen- 
emen, who were now forced to witneſs the gloomy ſcene; 
bete were, in that Houſe, ele who were jovial ſpiri 
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got rompaniobs, and frienũs of the bottle, who had carried 
a face of chearfulneſs throughont the bufineſs, and if erer 
a quabm camevacyofs their minds, ona morning after à de- 
bauen, a dinner ha ſilenceũ its ĩimpreſſtun, and the jolly even. 
ing had totally diſtanced all remembrancd of it; there wen 
oder vyh⁰ were men of a melanchely turn men who though 
of nights, and teviewect the buſineſs of each day, who had al 
—— ſeen and dreaded the iſſue of that work, which appeared 
totem big with danger, big witir ruin: Of thoſe poſtciſed of 
this irrĩtable frame of mind, he waz:one; and he had not only 
ſtood" long fince ſelf- convinced of the errors of the paſt con- 
duct of minifters, but he had more thin once brought then 
in view of the Houſe; and endeavoured to induce others to 
fel in the ſume manner, in which he had long felt. 
A lively French writer had ſaid,” that the moſt melancholy 
quarter of an hour in the whole twenty-four, was that in 
dien the reckoning was to be paid. This was the time in 
which the public were called on to diſcharge the tremendou 
reckôning iheurted by the American war, and in order to 
do it, gentlemen were deſired to impoſe burthens of the moſt 
Heavy and galling kind on their conftituents, It was now z 
moment when men naturally examined the items of the bill, 
and were led to aſk themſetves, hether in ordering the diſhes 
Which had compoſed their entertamnment, they had not 
thoughtleſsly giyen way to their oapribioug appetites, rather 
than conſulted their ſober reaſbn, and ordered ſuch matters 
only as their bodily heakh required. He would venture to 
ſay, that now men had'riſen from the feaſt, extravagant be- 
yer all ekample as it had been, it had not proved falttay 
ſatisfactory to any one that partook of it. The time af 
remedy had unſortunately been ſuffered to eſrape unuſedy 
but the Speaker, he truſted, would do him the juſtice to ſiꝶt 
that ne Had dbjected to the bill of fare originally, and Had 
ſtated is reaſohs for diſapproving of the moſt expeuſi 
Mhes: © That very coſtly one, an atmy large heyond all ex- 
amples, had been à particular object of his diflike. A lag 
army to an Engliſhman was always diſagreeable: a large atm 
for no uſe was fill more diſguſtful. What proof lad thef 
that the krthy, which had been yored;- exiſted, but that moſt 
difagreeable of all proofs, the being called upon to pay them 
What” had that army done for the immenſe fums that they 
ha&eoft the public? What were they now doing? A ſhott 
paragraph would/ comprehend the hiftory of all theit mob 
memorable tranſactions. In 1578, the army aw" 
N | ; | | ia I 
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nuelphia ; in 1779, they evacuated Rhode-Ifland ; in 1780, 
the army was— no man knew where, and doing, —no man 
knew. what. So that the idea of Mr. Bayes, which had hi- 
therto been conſidered as a ludicrous one, was attempted to 
be ſeriouſly realized, viz. to keep a large army incag. 
do diſguſted and ſo exaſperated at the rapid decline of the 
empire were ſome men, that in the hour of their diſpleaſure 
they-ſuffered' themſelves to be miſled, and were inclined to 
actibe the cauſe of the mortifying change of our condition 
uo certain defefts in the government itſelf, which only pro- 
cteded from a looſe, a weak, and unwiſe adminiſtration of 
tat government. Theſe men were, in the blindneſs of their 
real to recover their former proſperity, attempting to alter 
and new model the conſtitution, that conſtitution, which 
fromthe days of his earlieſt infancy he had been taught to 


ulmire for the beauty of its ſtructure, the fitneſs of its parts, 


and the uniformity and wiſdom with which it was conſtructe 
and put together. I hat grand, and noble edifice, the Bri- 
tſh conftirution, was 5 by ſome men to have loſt a 
ſhare of its ornaments, to have grown rotten with age, and 
v ſtand in need of repair. Let tnch zealots be cautious, that 
in their attempts to give it additional decoration, they did 
not deface its beauty, and deftroy its ſplendid appearance. 
In ſupporting thoſe beams which they thought were ready to 
give way, let them take care that they did not bring the old 
manſion over their heads. The edifice was in his idea, not 
the leſs durable and ſtrong, for the length of years that it 
had ſtood; it was of itſelf ſufficiently noble; he wiſhed, 
therefore, for one, that modern reformers-would not raſhly 
proceed in a buſineſs which might be fatal to themſelves, and 
— all who by birth- right were entitled to lodge in the 
N | 


Sit Charles paid many ironical compliments to Lord North 
for haying, by the weight of his arguments, brought the 
Whole nation to their ſenſes, and to — conviction of 
theit ſiek and calamitous condition. His worthy friends on 
te other fide of the Houſe tauſt, he ſaid, excuſe him, if 
much as he in general admired their eloquence and oratory, 
he thought that the opening ſpeech of the noble Lord, in 
| the taxes ſpecified in che bill then under conſidera- 
noa, hac weighed down all their arguments, able and admi- 
able as thoſe arguments had frequently been during the courſe 
of the laſt five years. What tliey ſaid, had undoubtedly been 
ell ſaid; but it ſerved chiefly to amuſe; what the 1 
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Lord had lately uttered, tended immediately to convince, 
He could not but conſider their oratory reſpecting the Ame. 
rican war, as pleaſant and agreeable wine which paſſed through 
the body without leaving any proof of its having been ſal. 
lowed. The noble Lord's arguments, on the contrary, ap. 
peared tq him to reſemble medicinal drapghts extracted from 
jalutary drugs, which by riſing in the ſtomach after they were 
taken, effectually reminded the patient of his diforder, That 
yſician who declared the, exiſtence of the complaint, and 
made the declaration in ſuch language as ſerved to convince 
the fick of their malady, acted in A. manner, which wa 
moſt likely to open a way to recovery. The noble Lord had 
told them, that the nation was in great exigency, that he 
muſt raiſe large ſums to pay the TRL of 815 and that 
thoſe ſums muſt be raiſed by new taxes to he impoſed on the 
ople, .and, which, as the exigency was ſuch as to demand 
an immediate ſupply of money, muſt be laid on the neceſſi- 
ries: of life. This argument was of weight, it was an un- 
anſwerable proof of our diſtreſs, it carried conviction in it, 
it brought the jovial fellow to his recollection, and it made 
the melancholy, thinking man, perfectly ſure that he had 
all along been right in his gloomy reflections on the conſe- 
quences that muſt ultimately attend the meaſures that had 
been adopted. \ 229 t | | 
Sir Charles ſaid further, that he had been born to the title 
of a gentleman, a title which he had hitherto thought a high 
honour, but which he began now to fear, he ſhould have rea- 
ſon to lament had ever belonged to him, from the appearance 
that there was, that be ſhodld not much longer be able to 
Rye in that rank in life-which his birth had induced him to 
8 he was intitled to hold, The forefathers of thoſe whom 
e world called gentlemen, he was ſure could have no idea, 
that this country in ſo ſhoxt a time could poſſibly have been 
converted from a rich and flouriſhing country to a miſerable, 
diſtreſſed, and deſpicable country; they could never hays 
imagined that ſo much of the property they left their fawili 
would have been taken away in taxes, or they would haye 2 
followed the maxim of Mr. Locke, and had their ſons taught 
a trade, by which, in caſe of loſs of fortune, they might be 
enabled to get their living. There was not now a ſingle ar. 
ticle or enjoyment of life which did not bring to the mind of 
every man in almoſt every hour of the day, a recolleCtion of 
the diftrefſes of the, country, and the enormous burthen of 
the public taxes, Was he for an hour to forget the ſtate ne 
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were reduced to, to feel a temporary chearfulneſs, and fit at 
bis eaſe in his chair in his chamber, he was diſturbed with 
the knock of the collector to demand the houſe tax! Was he 
to go into his Rable, the ſight of the jockey boys reminded 
him of the tax on ſervants! Was he ta travel in a paſt-chaile, 
and look through the front window, the horſes brought to his 
rccolle&tion the tax on travelling poſt, Even ſleep would not 
drown the remembrance, for ſhould he fall into a doſe as the 
carriage paſſed along, he was awakened to a full ſenſe of the 
ur by the turnpike: man's demanding the check ticket, The 


mrnpikeman was, in his idea, like the beadle, who ſtood. 


with his Raff at the church door, and ſaid, as the people came 
in, and went out of the church, Pray remember the build- 
ing of the church!“ The turnpike-man in like manner, by 
demanding the check ticket ſeemed to ſay, Pray remember 
the American war! By the bill which had juſt been read, full 
farther occaſions to remind him of the miſery of his country 
were ſuggeſted,, If he drank any of the wholeſome beverage 
of England, he could not ſwallow the ſalutary draught with- 
out thinking of the additional tax on malt. Wine which 
had hitherto been ſaid “ to drive away care,” would now 
produce an oppoſite effect, and bring care with every gla 
which was lifted to the lip. In ſhort, there was no end ta the 
mementos of public diſtreſs, and the only way of ſtopping 
the recollection of them that he knew of, would be by a toaſt. 
As the miniſters he was aware, diſliked long ſpeeches, he 
would not make his much longer, but would end this part of 
it by ſuggeſting a toaſt to his new friends, for ſo he muſt call 
them, The toaſt he meant to ſuggeſt, he begged moſt ſerie, 
ouſly to recommend to their attention, becaule it TED 
a maxim, which if fulfilled, would, he flattered himſelf, do 
them and their country more honour and more ſervice than, 
any other theoretical maxim which they could poſſibly re- 
duce to practice; his toaſt was, Peace with America,“ 
and to this he begged to add another. A leſs army and a 
ſtronger fleet,” Theſe two toaſts would not only inſpire uni- 
Feral hilarity, but would, in fact, conduce more effectually 
tb reſtore the national health of body and happineſs of mind, 
Wan any recipe that could at preſent be preſcribed. 


| ern gong through a general review of the ſtate of affairs, 
and trace | | 

he bad an objection. to all taxes, and that from the manner 
in which the money ariſing from taxes had of late been em- 


Poyed, that natural objection had been confiderably increaſed 
| | and 


them to the preſent moment, Sir Charles, declared. 
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and ſtrengthened. Miniſters employed the money taken out 
of the pockets of the pleople in that moſt horrid of all pur. 
the ſpreading war and deſolation, and the deſtruction 
of our fellow creatures; this to any man paſſeſſing the pre. 
per feelings of humanity, and a due ſenſe of religion, wa 
a ſufficient reaſon to make him deteſt and reprobate the idea 
of taxes. After this general remark, Sir Charles came to 
z particular conſideration of the malt tax, which he deſcribed 
to be a heavy burthen, a burthen which would pinch the poor, 
and which was unequally and partially impoſed, in conſe- 
quence of the diſtinction made in favour of Scotland. The 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon, in propoſing the additiond 
malt tax, had ſtated it to the committee as not likely to q- 
preſs the ſubjeR, aſſerting that it would fall chiefly on the 
private brewers, who.in general were families of wealth and 
property. He begged to tell the noble Lord that this was: 
fallacious and a 2 notion; the tax would bear hard on 
the poor, it would preſs and goad the labouring villager, and 
his alrevdy ſufficiently diſtreſſed family, ——— 
which he lived, and which he had fo long had the honour to 
repreſent in that Houſe, Sir Charles ſaid, there were many 
cottagers who lived in villages without an alehouſe, and who 
always, from motives of ceconomy, brewed their own beer; 
theſe men already found it difficult to ſupport their families 
by their induſtry and the ſweat of their brow ; that difficulty 
would now. be confiderably increaſed ! The malt tax would 
affect all England, and it would be paid with the greater ill 
will, from the glaring partiality to Scotland; in ſaying this 
he hoped, he ſhould not be ſuſpected of entertaining any i 
liberal prejudices againſt the natives of that part of tit 
iſland ; ſo far from it, he always conſidered thoſe, who wer 
born north of the Tweed, as much his countrymen as thol 
who lived near his own houſe ; he wiſhed them to enjoy tht 
fame liberty and freedom, to participate in all the blefap 
of our conſtitution, and to ſhare the comforts and enzoymeds 
afforded by the mild government of Great Britain. Wit 
theſe ſentiments, could it be thought unfair in him to er 
that thoſe who lived north of the Tweed ſhould contribu 
their ſhare towards the public expence, and proportionabl 
aſſiſt in ſuſtaining the public burthens. The taxes ought, i 
His opinion, to be equal in Scotland and in England; and 
wiſhed to know from thoſe who were beſt able to inform bw 
here he caſt his eyes upon the Lord Advocate] why a diſtibe 
ion reſpeQing the malt tax bad ever been made in favour 1 
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Sotland, He was not to * he ſaid, that at one time l 
he country north of the Twred was much behind the ſou- 
tern parts of the iſland in reſpect to culiivation and agricul- 
ture z o improved, however, he unde „was Scotland in 
thoſe pbignte now, noir, that he was amazed to find, that a-country 
from which was collected ſo large 1 ep of ſtateſmen, of 
oy and of military men, whokindly joined in adviſing 
tG<&Abinet, in being g the advocates” of the noble Lord in the 
Hue rb bon, and in conducting our armies in the field, ſhould 
yield ſo ſmalb and ſo poor / a crop of barley, and produce ſo 
lite and ſuch indifferent malt. It was not only in that ſub- 
ed of 'axation that Scotland was unequal to England, but 
"Almoſt every other. If the land of Scotland paid hut 
ſorry thoufand pounds, Vorkſhire paid twice as much, Snf- 
ol paid ſeventy thouſand, — — counties 4pfin} 
wore, -» Having ſtated this, Sir Charles recurred to the m 
ux as it frvod in the bill, and declared that it would diſtreſs 
the public greatly. He aſked, if the beyerage of the people 
was ſelected as the noble Lord's firſt object of efficient rax- 
aon, Why did he not lay the tax equally, and take the be- 
verge of the weſtern counties, as well as the beve by 
thoſe near the capital, and near the north of the ki 
Why not tax cyder? Cyder was a fair object of — 
and though he was as unwilling asany mad to aſſent to a mea- 
ſure which tended. to deſtroy the old -Eoghth idea, that every 
mans houſe was his caſtle, and to pteſerve he dewlling of 
prlyate families facred from the, rude entry af an pnhallowed 
extiſemany he was convinced. ways might, be found of laging 
wax on cyder, which, might be ſo collect ef as to be free 
rden this: ion. Why not tax the cyder ſold bythe publi- 
benz which would, he was ſure, produce a, very large fum ? 
He adviſed the noble Lord to do this, and to reduce the in- 
teided additional malt. tax to 3d. a buſhel in England, and 
ach cin Scotland, which would be an allowance of one- third to 
hit country, an allowance he preſumed. ſully equal to the 
difference between their barley, and the, barley Produced in 
"the home counties of En 
dir Edward 4/Uey Supported the arable: Barenar s pro- Sir Edward 
P'poſition, that the tax would fall heavy on the poor, and ſtated Aug. 
8 new duty 7 with what the maltſter would put 

— . ſix ſhillings a quarter; an encreaſe ee 
Fart Lord probably had not dreamt of. aue 
; Sir Ceorge Carnwall roſe to anſwer What. the hoENble Si George 
e whorhnke firſt, had, * eee Corawolle 
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Mr. Rolls. 


Sir George 
Tenge. 


equal. quantity of malt. The very 
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probable advantage of impoſing a tax on cyder. He declared 
the honourable Baronet was miſtaken, if he imagined the 


county he had the honour to repreſent, did not pay its full 


ſhare of the public taxes; in their county a great deal of 
barley was grown, and much malt made ; great quantities of 
another ingredient in the compoſition of beer was alſo grown, 
viz, hops. His county, therefore, contributed very largely 
to the public revenue. 

Mr. Rolle roſe alſo on the ſame account reſpecting the 
county he repreſented, If the honourable Baronet, inſtead 
of propofihg a tax on cyder had propoſed a tax on horſe- 
— and the ſports of the turf, it would, he ſaid, have 
done him more credit, becauſe then a part of the burthen would 
have fallen on his own ſhoulders, He wiſhed the honourable 
Baronet, inſtead of interfetejng with other counties, and at- 
tempting to diſturb their peace, would content himſelf with 
— to take care and preſerve the peace of his own 
county, r. Rolle added ſome farther perſonalities. 

Sir George Longe took up the argument ſolely on the ground 
of the inequality of the duty as intended to be laid in Scot- 
land and England. Sir George entered into a circumſtantial 
deſcription of the fort of grain ſown in Scotland, and ſaid it 
was not barley, but called by fome bear, by others big. It 
was inferior to barley, and on not produce an 

e grainwas grown in 
the norther parts of England, and in many parts of Wales, 
in neither of which deſcriptions of place, either from the 
poverty of the ſoil, or from ſome other cauſe, would barley 

row to any perfection. He contended, therefore, that if 
land paid a lefs duty than in England, in addition to the 
duty already paid, that the ſame diſtinction ought in juſtice to 
be made in favour of Wales, and in favour of ſuch parts of 
England (viz. Durham, Cumberland, Weſtmoreland, = 


here big was produced. Sir George ſaid, he would propoſe 


at che time he had mentiohed, there was likewi 
kciency in the land tax receipt of England, which, in con- 


to amend the bill in the manner he had mentioned, when it 
ſhould eome into a- committee. He alſo noticed the little 
ſhare of the public burthens ſuſtained by Scotland, — 
that notwithſtanding the ſaall portion of land tax expecte 
from that country, that portion, ſmall as it was, was not 
paid; for that Lady Day, 1779, there was a deficiency in 
the account of 103,000l. and now a year having elapſed, 
there was conſequently a much greater deficiency, He ſaid, 
A a great de- 


ſequence 
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ſequence af ſome ſalutary ſteps taken by that Houſe, was now 
almoſt wholly paid up. 


Sir Adam 871 ſpoke in defence of Scotland's pay ing ſo sir Alan 
land tax, and ſaid that gentleman forgot, Ferguſen. 


ſmall a ſhare o 
Scotland was herſelf at the whole expence of collection, and 
that the ſum paid by that country, was the nett produce of 
the tax, which was far from the caſe ſouth of the Tweed. 
Sir Adam anſwered the argument that Scotland was not 
equally taxed with England, by remarking on the different 
ſtate of the two countries, and the 33 wealth of Eng- 
land. Thoſe Scotch who were poſſeſſed of large eſtates in 
their own country, for the chief part of the year reſided 
here, where they paid the ſame taxes on what they conſumed 
35 any other perſons. Sir Adam alſo faid a good deal re- 
ſpecting the idea of making Scotland pay as large a malt tax 
as England ; declaring that it ought firſt to be proved, that 
the barley from which the malt was made, was equal in qua- 
into that which grew in England, 

r. Mayor oppoſed the new duty to be laid on the malt, Mr. 
upon a Uiſcrent ground from any other member who ſpoke 
upon that occaſion ; in anſwer to Sir Edward Aſtley, who 
aſſerted that if the maltſter was charged with the addition of 
6d, per buſhel, he would put on another 3d. therefore, it 
would be no hardſhip on the maltſter. Mr. Mayor owned 
the great hardſhip that would be felt by a great number of 
individuals, but infiſted upon it that the greateſt inconve- 
nience would fall upon all maltſters ; that inſtead of their be- 
ing able to raiſe the price of malt, it had already funk, fince 
this act had been in agitation ; and that if the fact was as 
the honourable Baronet had ſtated it, be ſhould not have re- 
ceived the letter he had then in his hand, figned by every 
maltſter of the town he had the honour to repreſent, com- 
plaining of the partial injury which was certain to fall on 


them, 1f they might judge from the conſequence of the laſt 


duty of 2d, per buſhel, At that time malt immediately ſunk 


two ſhillings a quarter, therefore the whole extra duty fell on 
the maltſters ; this, he ſaid, muſt undoubtedly be the caſe in 


the preſent inſtance, if the maltſter was forced to market at 
the time of the year when the brewers are leaving off for the 
ſeaſon, Therefore he hoped, if this act was to take place 


either at 3d. or. 6d, per buſhel additional duty—that every 


Poſſible indulgence would be given to that trade, which was 


already a very unprofitable one, aſſuring the Houſe, that 


upon the average of the laſt eleven or twelve years, the malt- 
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ſters had not made more than four per cent of their money, 
and that this additional duty would require for the ſame 
quantity of buſineſs, one ſixth part more to be added to that 
very unprofitable capital, which he was afraid would entire. 
ly ruin the very. extenſive trade carried on in ſo great a bar- 
ley country as Berkſhire ; and ſhould that be the caſe, he did 
not know how the inhabitants were to come at firing, that 
coals were now double the price in the country, that they 
were in London, a very great burthen alſo to thoſe malt- 
ſters at ſo great a diſtance from town, there being no pro- 
bability of getting coals into the country, but by back wa- 
ter carriage. He hoped a very long time would be given, 
to pay for the ſtock in haud, and then offered for the conſi- 
deration of the Houſe, a mode, which he thought without 
any injury to the tax, might afford ſome relief to the juſt 
complaints of the maltſter, and then propoſed, that the 
maltſter ſhould be allowed the drawback on producing 
vouchers from the publick brewer, for the malt ſold them, 
inſtead of the drawback being allowed on the beer, by which 
means the maltſters would be leſs time out of their money, 
and the brewery remain in its preſent fituation, 


Si: Edward Sir Edward Aſtley, in anſwer Mr. Mayor, ſaid he had con- 


ſulted the maltſters in his part of the country, who told bim 
they muſt put on gd. if they were charged 6d. Mr. Mayor 
infiſted on the fact he before ſtated, that the malt abſolutely 
did fall, and the public brewer bought it for two ſhillings a 
quarter leſs, when the laſt additional duty was laid on, in 
conſequence of which the maltſters were the great ſufferers, 

Lord George Gordon commented on ſome parts of Sir Char- 
les Bunbury's ſpeech, and declared, that undoubtedly his 
countrymen were as able to pay taxes as the inhabitants of any 
part of England. He imputed the noble Lord's making a 
difterence in favour of Scotland, not ſo much to any doubt 
of the ability of the Scotch, or of the inferiority of beer and 
big to barley, hut to a conſciouſneſs of. r:fiſtance in caſe the 
noble Lord attempted- to Joad them with as heavy a load of 
taxes as he was impoſing upon England. The learned-Lord 
Advocate, he, ſaid, well knew the ſpirit of the people, bf 
their enthuſiaſtic efforts againſt the introduction of - popery, 
and they would be as ready to riſe againſt other meaſures of 
the preſent popiſh miniſtry, and would, to a man,.. refuſe to 
pay additional taxes, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon 
date not lay the ſams taxes on Scotland as on England, 7 x 
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ad, he was aware that neither he, nor his abettors, nor his 
exciſe officers, no, nor all the oy could collect them. 
The Lord Aduccate roſe to repre 


nor fair for the noble Lord to argue in that way. His argu- 
ments were all ill- founded, for he would take upon him to aſ- 
fure the Houſe, that his countrymen would be as .ready to 
pay any taxes that Houſe ſhould think it wiſe and Ry 
to impoſe on the ſubject as any Engliſhmen could be. He 
declared, that when the noble Lord choſe to indulge himſelf 
yith talking about popery and ſuch like fancies, he had no 
manner of objection, but he could not fit filent when the 
vbirligig took the noble Lord, and he thought proper ſo far 
o ſtretch his ingenuity, as to unite popery and ſmall- beer to- 
ether, and falſify a whole people. He might go on for 
erer in extolling the inferior Scotch before their ſuperiors, 
and in preferring the forty-five ſelf-created ſocieties of 
Glaſgow, to every other reſpectable and legally conſtituted 
body in Scotland, without interruption from him, but he 
would not ſuffer him to miſlead the Houſe in an important 
fact, which he was from his own knowledge enabled to con- 
tadit, Having ſaid this, the Lord Advocate went into a 
ng and circumſtantial detail of the hiſtory of the malt-tax, 
x far as it regarded Scotland, ſtating its operation at different 
periods, and what were the effects of the different modes in 
which it had been impoſed fince the Union. He adviſed 
gentlemen [looking at Sir Charles Bunbury] not to indulge 
temſelves in wild ſpeculative fancies, and projects, with- 
out conſulting the evidence of Parliamentary biffory, which 
would have taught them that thoſe projects had already 
been put in mu, x and found upon trial to be impolitic, 
and ſo far from anſwering their wiſhed-for end, productive 
of a directly contrary effect. He ſtated, that by the act of 
Union, it was ſtipulated that Scotland ſhould pay no malt 
tax during the then war, which, as England was at that 
ume remarkably jealous of a malt tax, and that Houſe for the 
moſt part determined that no malt tax ſhould be impoſed on 
Eygland after the war was over, the ſtipulation was conſider- 
« as perpetual exemprion from a malt tax in favour of 
| roof how jealous the Engliſh were of a 

Malt tax, he reminded them, that from the reign of Queen 
lune to the preſent hour, the malt tax was not rendered a 
permanent and: eſtabliſhed tax, but was voted from year to 
* | Year. 


end the noble Lord for The Lora 
throwing out any ſuch ideas; he ſaid it was neither proper Advecere, 
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, agreed to by the Houlc, contending that as che ſapp ei 
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year, From 1713 to 1724 he ſtated that a malt tax y 
with great difficulty impoſed on Scotland, that upon it 
Scotch Peer had moved in the other Houle to diſſolve t 
Act of Union, and on the diviſion there were exactly g 
votes on each ſide of the queſtion. That the produce o p 
malt tax from 1713 to 1724, was very little; in 1724 
was put upon the preſent footing, and became produQtix 
it had now remained on that footing for near fixty ye: 
and no man who was wiſe, or wiſhed well to both count 
and to the ievenue, would attempt to alter it, If it wa 
tered, in all probability they would not encreaſe the duty 
but induce the Scotch to encourage ſmugglers, ſubſtituy 
ſpirits for malt liquor, and negleR the brewery. He enten 
into an ample diſcuſſion of the nature of the grain prody 
in Scotland, and ſaid, that in the county he repreſented, thy 
Paradiſe of Scotland, the Lothians, there were certaial 
ſpots as fertile and as productive as many parts of ER 
land, but that in general barley would not grow to pern 
tion in his country, and the reaſon was not ſo much the wa 
of a fertile foil as the harſhneſs of the climate, which, | 
agriculture be ever ſo much improved, would to all cetera 
reyent ſuch barley as was raiſed in the ſouthera parts of the 
ingdom, from being raiſed and ripened in Scotland. H 
aid further, that the ſtrong winds and wet ſeaſon, the earl 
commencement of winter, and its long continuance, preveat, 
ed barley from growing to perfection north of the Tweed 
that the farmers now were obliged to gather it before it . 
half ripe : and that if any man could $0 into a farmer 
barn yard there, he would ſee ſtacks of barley as green a 
when it was growing. In this country he felt n 
ſuch wind as in Scutlaud. On the contrary, he daily er 
ſuch houſes built as would in Scotland be blown away in er 
night, like feathers before the wind. When he went eve 
year to his own country, he found no beer that he cou 
drink, it was ſuch weak, diſagreeable, and poor flu | 
Here it was ſo fine, ſo pleaſant, io ſwelling a liquor, Mee 
he little cared if he taſted no other beverage all the while MA g 
ſtaid here. After going very fully into argument to pros 
that it would be idle to 1mpole the {ſame malt tax on Scotias 
as 0a England, becauſe the country could not pay it, ich 
ſpoke ior a ſhort time generally on the impropriety of apf luti 
ling the taxes which had been voted in a committee, Wh; , 
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1 voted, and the miniſter had made a large loan on the 
ith of Parliament, to pay the intereſt of which the Sinking 
md muſt be mortgaged, if the taxes propoſed were not 
freed to, or ſome others; the Houſe was bound to agree to 
taxes, and enable the miniſter to keep his conditions with 
e ſubſcribers 3 he added, that gentlemen who oppoſed the + 
ſent tax, ought, in candour, to ſuggeſt a freſh one equal- 
fuer and more practicable. 


trie rd George Cordon, in reply to the Lord Advocate, ſaid, — George 
eri believed the learned Lord was fond of that Engliſh e 
0 , that ſwelling liquor, which he fo well deſcribed ; for 

lute 


had ſwelled him up to ſuch a degree, that he was exceed- 
tera windy in that Houſe, and made a great noiſe with 
reports of thoſe arbitrary and deſpotic principles he was 
ay to burſt with, and was daily diſcharging under their 
noſes, . 
Mr. T. Townſhend warmly took up the latter part of the Mr. 7. 
med Lord's ſpeech, declaring it was the firſt time he had T fn. 
er heard it laid down as a Parliamentary principle, that no 
tleman had a right to oppoſe a tax unleſs he ſuggeſted 
other in its ſtead, To find fit new taxes he declared to 
the duty of the chancellor of the exchequer, and of no 
der perſon, Mr. Townſhend alſo ſpoke about the Scotch 
and ſaid he had once loſt a wager by layin that there 
Neu not as good beer brewed in Scotland as in 3 his 


veed Wed having ſent to Edinburgh for a butt of beer from a 
t Va, Bell, which, when he taſted, he was forced to confeſs 
mers 25 good beer as any brewed in England. As he praiſed 
0 1 


ery highly, his friend paid him a perſonal compliment, 

he would leave the Houle to conſider how fincere a com- 

| nent it u, when his friend told him he was a very hand- 

in dane man! 

eve be Lord Advocate roſe to explain. — | 

t. Fox, in a moſt animated ſpeech, retorted on the Lord iur. — 

vcate's argument about the Houſe's being obliged to 

n © to ways and means, after they had voted a tupply, and 

alle Rah great ingenuity applied it to Mr. Dunning's motions 

ady voted, and thole his learned friend ſtill meant to pro- 

| „ He ſaid the vote of Thurſday laſt was the ſupply 

Nt, ch the Houſe had voted in the caſe he alluded to, the two 

opp" lutions which paſſed the committee on Monday were the 
and means to make good that vote of ſupply. The 

thcial ways and means, the beft, the only ways and 

js that could anſwer that ſupply already voted to the 


people = 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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People of Loglang in compliance with their petitions! H. 
kopeg" tete the earned Lord's dg Hill down this nig 
wonld hold good, and that the Houſe,” when” the report dl 
the committee was made, would difcha! e their duty, Wy 
wages 40. the Teſotifioks, © Tr ey" Or Hot, they" rllerh 
their duty, they deceived the people, by prorpiſing that they 

_ refuſed to perform, and it would be more mahly to jethhy 
the reſolution of Thurſday, than ts Jet it ſtand- Mr. Fox 


—_— 


declared he ſhould vote againſt the malt tax, becauſe ke . 
thought a, better tax might be deviſed, lefs oppreſſive to the 
ſubjeR and equally productive. P 
Mr. S- Mr. Sawbridge ſpoke on the ſame fide, _ _— * 
. * Lord North, in a warm ſpeech, anſwered every object a 
Lore 477: hat had been made againſt the tax, and ſhewed that u u 
a neceſlary tax, and that when it was rightly conſiders, 

it would not be found by any means oppreſſive to the pag, 
- His, Lordſbip repeated his dpiniog reſpecting a cyder wil 
andi ſaid, if ever it was impoſed, it muſt be in the fame 8 
manner as it had been laid the laſt time, when it was f : 
much objected to, e that a compoſition of 4; Wil \ 
- a-ycar would have entitled a family conſiſting of twenty pe- + 
- ſons, to. conſume as much cyder as they thought propel » 
His Loxdihip ſaid, any · little alterations that gentlemen hu þ 
to propoſe in the mode of impoſition. or collection, woc þ, 
properly come under diſcuſſion, when the. bill was reſenel « 
to a committee. 2nd di 
Alfter a few words from Sir James Lowther, the queſtion, k 
That the bill be read a ſecond time,“ paſſed without a pl 
viſion. Ca ; from *0) th 
0! bad ko 22 2 April 13. Aae fr; 
ue order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill i ye 
n ting revenue officers from voting at elections, was red in 
Mr. c. Mr. Grewe roſe, and ſhortly ſtated, that the object of hi ba 
dill was to diminiſh the influence of the crown, and conti. te 
bute towards ſecuring the independence of parliament, tuo i or 
the matters chiefly deſired by the people in their petitions, ini bit 
thereſore purpoſcs which that Houſe were bound in duty to fa 
their conſticuents-to fulfil, and which they had given a prof fo 
- miſe to fulfil by the reſolution which they came toon Thar do, 
day laſt, £* -T'hat the- influence: of the crown had encreaſei me 
was encreaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed.“ Mr. Crew th: 
ſaid further, that his dill did not take away, as might be fu the 
poſed, the franchiſes of perſons hold ing offices in the cuſtoni je 
it only eſtabliſed it as a tule, that while they poſſeſſed g 2 

7 4 8 @. {I e 1: un 


the moſt cruel of all poſſible alternatives either to loſe their 


himſelf time to reflect a moment on this true ſtate of the caſe, ' 
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under the immediate influence of the crown, their right of 
voting for members to ſerve in parliament ſhould be ſuſpended. 
This he termed an effectual mode of reſtraining the influence 
of the crown without doors in one material inftance; Which 
he conceived ought to be their aim as much as endeavouri 
to teſtrain that influence within doors, or the work of refot- 
mation would only be done by halves. DENY 8 nn 

The Lord Advocate ſaid, he roſe with a determined reſolu- The Lord 
tion to reſiſt the bill, and declated he would reſiſt all ſuch Advocate. 
bills, as long as he had a mouth to utter a ſentence with, or 
legs to ſtand upon; becauſe he confidered the bill as an at- 
tempt to make a violent alteration in the conſtitution, without 
having firſt eſtabliſhed proof that the conſtitution wanted al- 
teration, or that, if it did, the matter ſuggeſted by the bill 
would be the ſort of alteration that was fit or neceſſary. The 
bill appeared to him to be of a moſt dangerous and alarmi 
nature; the. principle of it was what he objected to altoge- 
ther, and what he meant to oppoſe; for which reaſon he roſe 
to oppoſe it on the ſecond reading, without waiting till it got 
into a committee, which would be the proper time for thoſe 
who approved the principle, but diſliked the mode in which 
the proviſions of it were drawn up and ſtated. The principle 
of the bill was no leſs than a total disfranchiſement of a large 
body of the electors of Great Britain, without proof of their 
having committed any crime to render them deſerving of ſo 
ſevere a puniſhment, Jt had been ſaid, that the bill did not 
difranchiſe the officers of the revenue, for if they choſe to 
keep their right of voting, they might do it on giving up their 
places, Good God ! what was this but reducing them to 


franchiſes or to ſtarve! Many of the revenue officers had for 
years followed the employ of their preſent ſituation, and 
maintained their families by their ſalaries, Many of them 
had left trades and occupations to which they could not now 
return, they muſt therefore either give up their daily bread 
or their franchiſe, Would any Engliſhman who would give 


lay, he was prepared to give his vote in ſupport of a meaſure 
ſo violent, ſo arbitrary, A inimical to every principle of free- 
dom, and fo unjuſt ? What had the revenue officer done to 
merit ſuch treatment from that Houſe ? And what right had 
that Houſe to take a ftride of that kind, and at one Saſh of 
the pen annihilate the franchiſes of a large body of the ſub- 
jects, without any reaſon having been affigned farther than a 
mere aſſertion, that it was conſonant to the prayer of the 

Vor, XVII, Vuu : petitions 
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os if tu dd, and without any-proof Wing addach 
.Which conld at all tend 10 conyince the Houſe hat fuch'y 


5% bus v any way juſtifiable. hoped, and be.truſted 

1 - Rep, Eg: —— Taſk: — 
hich might be pro to them, merely berauſe the 
fuggeſt! 8 took upon him to aſſart, that it was Sint 
people def 


z BY BE: 


ted, but that they would jain with him in giving 
pl — to the o reading of the bil} the 


hs (ob. 24 .ii..v2t0ggo oþ 


* 


Lord Jabs _ Cavendiſh * oy ſaic he eould not wit 
223 A Lord, either that it was ſuch a bill age had 
Heſeribed, or thatit was ſuch a bill as oughit to be negativet, 
Ie ſtruck bite in 1 point of view. It ſtruct 
him as a wiſe a neceflary,” and a ſalutary ſtep towards tha 
reſormation, that endeavour to diminiſh-the enormous iaflu. 
ener of tho cron, which the people in their petitions! uni: 
verſally complained of, and which that Houſe, = 2 folenin 
— had pronounced to be enoreaſed to ſuc 


that it to be diminiſhed. He declared there was nt 
amin living who held the franchiſes of the more {4 
cred than he did, nor tho would be more fe to touch 


chem, but this bill did no fuck thing. It only held out n 
eptow io the revenue officer, either to quit his office, or 00 
— this right of voting ſhould be ſuſpended during the 
| that he held his employ; and ſo far was this from 
ing a hardſhip to chat deſcription of men, he would take 
—— alſeet; that it would be Ter — to = 
Aatl che — Houle:co 9d 4 d. 
"Phe learned Lord talked: a t deal of the Hake of th 
Sraachiſcs of the officers of the revenue; did not the learned 
Lord know, did not every man who heart him know; that, 
in truth, the revenue officers had no fratchiſe, ant that it 
was abſolutely impoſſible for them to give their votes m 
and to che candidate whom they in their conſciences approved 
tithourt endangering the loſs of their places ? 1b e reſent 
bill; therefore, inſtead of doing them an „ ry, ab 
nem an eſſential ſervice. It would give them ſecurity it 
their offices. It would make tem caſy, it would make then 
| | Happy ; it would, at the ſame time, tend materially to rea- 
| der that Houſe independent, and by demoliſhiag the unde 
jufſuence of the crown without doors, add to thi freedom 
vf and anſwer, as far as it went, one great ed 
df the petitions of the people, ta nhich they Ab gr Poms fo 
pay attention, He, for * appfoued. molt 
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ol the bill, and returned his fincere thanks to the ho- 
demeter he rot it in. 9 . 7 
erde genf roſe 10 0 


Ad bis coaſtirente if it paſſed. That, h 
unt the ground on which he oppoled it, nor was It any con- 


weration with him in any cafe, where che] good of the people 
W large was — — 'meafure which ba came; into debate: 


He oppoſed it, — declared to God, for no other porpoſe, 


thi »becanſe/ he thought the principle of i it D 
mano ho fegarded the franchiſes of the as bighly of 

le did, and às every man who loved the 525 conſtitution” 
nuſt da, conldiapprover; What, take away the franchiſes 
large body 6er for no reaſon but becauſe the ge 

ſetve officers ?-Was there any thing criminalim' ſe e 
country, aud in maintainiag their families by t 

bat ſervite > Surely no reaſonable man would: Conſent 
ſich an unfair, ſuch an vacoaſtitutional propoſition? 

able Lord had faid that die bill gave them an option: it rey, 
tiny did, but what ſort of an option? The very option which 
the Learned Lord had ſo well deſcribed, a choice of conſents 


ing ta be disfranchiſed, or of—-ſtarving. Nothing ſhort 4 


that He bad already ſaid, that many of his coufti 
were revenue officers, They were ſo. He had confeſſed it ; 
that! was not the ground on which he oppoſed the ' 

was perfectly ſafe at St, Mawes ; if he quarrelled' with the 
noble Lord "to-morrow, he defied the noble Lord, vit all 
the te venue officers, to injure his election, and he would tell 
it Houſe Why. Five-ſixths of the 1 Was his owt 
property; hit conſtituents were his tenants, and he was fure 
i his cietion. He had no motive, therefore, but his con- 
vi&ion that the bill was à bad bill, and an improper one, 
Which induced him to oppoſe it. Let emen recol 

lo many years the franchiſes of the electori of Great Bris 
uin ſtood upog their preſent footing, ever fince the 8 tf of 
Henry VI. He was fore he was right in his affertion' as t6 
the date, "becauſe Mr. Sheridan had lately told the public 10 
n thoſe reſolutions of the Weſtminſter committee drawn: 

and ſigned by him when he was in ns chair,”  Oughr, n. 
geulewden, therefore, to confider a little what they werd 
doing? To recolle& the reverence i in which their an 

Wd be tld the” fratichiſes of the people, by hot making 
low affeftix them fince that a 


aur ae 


* 1 1 14 


Uu u 2 


Ae the bin, and before he ſaid & Lord Ne- 
aid o he declared he was free to confeſs chat it . 
owever, was 


© Pane which Mt 
dof Henry VI. and which ten eh 


d 
| „ 
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gredt part of the people. Beſides, why Ade a revenue 
efficer,- if he was axtrecholderrob 40, A year, as good 4 


right to hold his Franchiſe, —— Was his Weihen 


a an one gentleman in that haue? 


| e nable Loid had ſaid revenue officers would have thei 


chdice either to giye up their place or their franchiſe. > Wa 
there qa man in Eagland ſo baſe minded as not to feel it the 
ptide of his heart, chat he lived an u country, perhaps the 
ail ye country in the world in which every man had a right, 
could not act for! himſelf in Parliament, (becauſe the 
uſſembiy would be abundantly too large for bufincts if every 
S a right to come to ub s to give his vote for the perſon 
reſent him ip Parliament and act ſor him? $ 
1 was bound by laws of his own making, and 
2 w hich, 4 his | repreſentative, he had given his conſent, 
Tus why ſtifle that pride, that honeſt pride? Why degrade 
Engliſnmen aud Ss them of | their moſt glorious right} 
Whai—doat mertly becauſe they were revenue officers—ab 
ſord and unjuſt 1. 

„„Oh, but perhaps he ſhould be 3 s The old rat of the 
W gor holding this doctrine ! The noble Lord who 
hath pleaſed to beftow tha title upon him, was always indlin- 
ied; to take the greateſt liberties with his beſt friends, and 
[thoſe | who really wilhed him fincerely well. Perhaps the 


noble, Lord thought they would he the laſt to be offendel 


With him, Ae did aſſure the noble Lord, he was not offen- 
There was no harm in the appellation it was a ſtroke 
inhecent, humour. He had been puzzled, however, to 


Aliſeover through what. chink of the nobte Lord's:{kull-the 


glen cop into his head, and he had been puzzled to 
And out wh was. called the old rat of the conſtitution, 
2 He He fw.i mme new ſpaper which he had read that morning, 

there was a paragraph upon it, and the news writer was al 


+7 ; Pu3aled bow, tolacegunt, for the title. He had endeayourel 
o giſcoyver what 7758 of a rat belonged to him. DU 


the noble Bord chink he was one of thoſe who would run 
: away: from the conſtitut on, when it, was in danger, as a nat 
»Fould run away from a alliog,bouſe 2 He: did aſſure th 
a eble. Lord he would not, As long as bis. friendly limb 
4158 n and friendly he had a right to wall them, 

FLAG? rne him ſor nearly 1 ycars, he would ſtant 


| 1 nd 2 its; Suppottcit to the laft hour of his life, let 


ho wo c meer null. it dyn and undermine it) un- 
W eſſary alteration; better to be buried 7 
] 
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is WH en the ruins of the copſtitution, than to ſurvive it He 
2 WH vould go ill farther, he would ſupport the miniſter; the 
br, WY noble Lord in the hlur mbbon ſhould have his ſupport, be 
cauſe he was convinced from long experience, that the noble 
tir Lord wiſhed well to his country, and had à true love for 
„we conſtitution, The noble Lord would ſooner die than 
e fffer it to be impaired, He liked the noble Lord for it: 
he He had voted with him in the time of his profperityyite 
he, would vote for him now. Having thus diſavowed one of the 
che qpalities of a rat, he would tell the Houſe which of the qus- 
ry les of that animal he: admired, and he bid the other ſide d 
on he Houſe beware and copy ho, A rat was — 
So tent on acquiring things. It thought it had a right 
od WY vißt che — and the cook's . It wool 
ot, WT there, but it always cautiouſly avoided gnawing through 
400 fides of the veſſel; it never made a hole which would endag- 
u; ger the ſhip. Let the gentlemen in oppoſition hold this in 
w- their minds; let them, if they thought they had a right to 
force their way into the breadr room, go there and get their 
the WY ſhare of the good things; but let them take care · ho they 
cho forced out a plank of the ſhip's fide, let them take care 
in- dat in their zeal for alteration, they did not fink the veſſel. 
d He ſaid the noble Lord who had called him an old rat, had 
the i bemething of a rat in his own conſtitution, he liked "gootl 
del things; he remembered when the noble Lord was ſome years 
en- #20 ona viſit at his houſe, he was fond of going into tlie 
oke WF cook's pantry and the dairy. Indeed he muſt tell the Houſe 
1% de had at that time a remarkable pretty dairy-maid. FA 
the wat of ſome minutes throughout the Houſe]. After mote 
110 WY Eughable matter, his Lordſhip recurred to ſerious argumeitt, 
on, Wi ad contended very fſtrenuouſly againſt the bill, repeating 
ng, he grounds of obſection which he had ſtated in the former 
allo ft of his ſpeech. ALQRIEG & 2GW 97207 
nel Lord George Gordon roſe the moment Lord Nugent fat Lord Garg: 
Did donn, and faid, as to the noble Lord's dairy-· maid he. did nt © %0n- 
un -recolle any thing about ber; but if the fact was as the 
rat noble Lord had ſtated, it was à proof that he was fond of 
hc Bil (820d. things ant pretty girls at a very early age, ſor he 
mbs i vas but between fix and ſeven years old when he Was oma 
em, WY Vit at the noble Lord's houſe, He declared, as ſoomù ur he 
brew to years of maturity, and became acquainted” with 
t public affairs, he had broken off all manner of eonnectién 
un- Nich the noble Lord. The noble Lord e be, und he 
un- ig Doi 2d ot 125122! l 19716 witillovorr To believed 
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le ved he P very worthy character in private life, a 


- nature d, hymorous, focial man. But his public con- 
| and 1. de were got at all to his likigg, he 


had not therefore 'wantonly or in ſport beſtowed the appel. 


lation, on him; but he had ſpoken from his heart, and ol. 


led kim what he really thought he was, when he hat 


termed hi im one of the old rats of. the. conſtitution -....; 
Mr. Tu: ner warmly. reprehended all. ſuch ribbaldry and 
25 pſenſe, 5 merely to create a laugh, and to an- 
Wer no good purpol e. "Hz faid he Was a. Terious man, and 
had not the talent hy ſtrokes of wit: and humour, to exciie 
e and if thy had, he would not attempt it; the 
tines were ſerious, and it was no hour for laughter. | The 
noble Lord had boaſted, that he was ſure of his election at 
5 Mawes, becauſe che borough was his own property; 
his conſtituents ? Cujum Pecus ? The noble 
Ef . no con ituents, he repreſented himſelf, and no- 
his argument therefore went for nothing, Mr, 

r * contended that. the Houſe were bound to paſs the 

bin „that they muſt do it, the people of England bad Fn 


tioned for it, and who would gainſay the people of 
ang ? They would have ny way, they had a right tg 
it, for the ponftinion of this country was a republic, He 
repeated it, ' he ſaid, in the face of al the crown lawyers, 
and kt them wake the, molt of it, a republic, and one of the 
fineft in the world! He had h eld. this language to the peo- 
is, Wellminder Hall, and be would hold it every where, 
c the monarch was limited. by the. ſame laws that 
we the wee it certainly Ws a republic and bo- 


—..; 
—— NE Ef Come V ſpoke 1 in à manner exceedingly decide 
Conwoy. «7 10 Mages of the bill, as a meaſure perfectſy agreeable 
18 the petitions,” and as a neceflary, conſequence to the 
E. which the Houſe had cope. to on. Tharkay 
; ; Lord Beaucha ioft the bill, and anſwered &- 
— Fe 130 Pots Cavendiſhve f ſpecch. The noble 


0 177 it was an 11 without choice, and therefore it was 

option. His Lordſhip ſhewed that the former bill on 4 

[Bi ſubj ect which had been brought * ten years Hee, 

WAS, 55 to the Houſe on very different grounds, for be 

cticharly remembered, the mivy r in which the 29 25 

le r brobght it in, had opened it. He f * 
4 


era 4 f of L 
755 d ſaid TY 12 75 officers had an 7 he begged 
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he wad ry to diffet ſrom his worthy relatipn, but he a 
the whole matter in a very different point of view. His 
Lordſhip then defended the franchiſes of the people on true 
cotiſtitut ional grounds. SH. | 


Sir Thomas Claveritiz declared he muſt, for the fake of Sir Themes 


* * © 


r bill of a ſimilar nature, which had been broyght ,in 


men, oppoſe” the bill. He ſaid, be had oppoſed the Glevering. 
bi — 


28 


3 


* 


bythe lade Mr. Dowdeſwell, and affigned his reaſous for fo 


doing. He did not believe that any ſuch influence as was 
kuppoſed"to be exerted over revenue officers by mjyifters, was 
exerted 3/ and as a proof of it, he informed the Houſe, that 
afew days ago he had received a letter from an elector of a 
certain borough, who Was a revenue officer; he had never 
ſeen the man but once in his life, and when he read te - 
ter, with difficulty recolle&ed' the man's name and h 5 
witing. Ia the letter the elector wrote him word, that he 
had formerly done him a piece of ſervice, While acting as a 
magiſtrate where he reſided, that now the elector was a vo- 


ter for ſuch a place, ſpecifying where, and if he would Jet 


him know whic of his friends he wifhed him to ſerve, he 
would give him his vote at the next election. This Sir 


Thomas ſaid was the fort of influence that preyailed, hot the 


mfluence'of the crown; and would gentlemen deſtroy the in- 
Roence of gratitude, gratitude for paſt favours? He men- 
tioned alſo an election conteſt which he once had, and, de- 
clared that ſo far from having any cauſe to dread the influ- 
ence of the crown over revenue officers, he would gladl: 

have reſted his election upon them alone. He da dude 
with ſaying be ſhould give his negative to the bill. 
Mr. Powys wondered that the honourable baronet, W 

bad-juſt ſpoken, who was one of the majority of 2 3 who 
roted the refolution of Thuriday laſt, ſhould fo ſoon fy off 
from the conduct which that vote bound gentlemen who 
weie for it, to obſerve.” He deſired the reſotution might he 
read, The clerk read it at the table. 5" 


"IT. F * 


Mr. Powys then roſe again, and endexvourtt'to lay it 
down as a maxim, that every member of the 233 who, yoted 
for the reſolution which had been juſt read, kad bound him- 
elf down, and ſtood pledged to the people to comply with 
de prayers of their petitions, and to ſupport ſuch/meaſy 5 
0 ſhould be propoſed for 4iminiſhing ihie influence whic 
they had decided to be increafed, -increafing, and that it 
ht to be diminiſhed; ' It was impoffible to bffect that 
purpoſe, if ſome ſteps were not taken to purge the electors, 
| as 


1 
— 
Mr. 


- 
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electors. 5 1 . tO d 
Se e Sir Fhomes Glaotring "ld in, Toke. ſaid he nndoubtedh 


ary Neb... Mr. Rolle aſſorted that the revenue officers aeg te 
er »influence of the-crown, which was often exerted agai 


» majority. occaſioned. by the great number. of reycave officers 
who had by mandate from * e "HOP forced to Joie 
6 . WO; erst! TERA 

#117 i 170 vet; 3 wit 0 10019 1 . 
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well as the to dimin U 
. 
De propattians of. Mo! Oy laft, he — to hethe 
har” rended to be inſſuence over... the BY 
and the preſent. dill ill would have the lame Effect upen th 


* ewas one of the 223,” * ſo aſhamed of f 1 
it was his boaſt: and his pride, but 9 8220 not ſubſerihe to 
«the idea, that having by that vote aſſe 99d 5 ee props- 
fition," that thereſote he was hound do own to ſupport ee 
-meaſure that ſhould be propoſed, / with a view. to .dirain 
the influence-of the crown, whether the meaſure fo Roa 
to him to be a wiſe . or not. He had al- 
— that he had. repel, ths former bill of M. 


„ 
* 


dependent gentlemen in a very violent manner. In ordet to 
ſupport this aſſertion, he inſtanced a caſe in which: his father 
had been greatly imured Dy. Irs, His father, he laid, had 
ſerved a certain — 4 in vonſhire for two Parliaments 
and his grandfather before rags When his father came, to 
+ Rand at the eee he ford a 5 idate ſent 
don to o e him, and in co ence of the reat ex- 
ertion of ——9 9 — of the OK a gainſt BRANE loft 
his election. The court candidate carry1ng it merely BL 8 


r rer 


er borooghs 


| who was av s h 
ble * character as awyo within whuſe walls, 


beattch i 

a reſolution of the Houſe on a former night, and which had 
60 fetatiotr whatever to the preſent queſt 
ſpeech,” Thee honourable Baronet, nor no man elie, ws 
bottid; by that reſdlution Which had been read, to vote flir 
the preſent bill. It was ot 3 — berg candid 
argue that'eve pi tleman who m majority of 2 
ee e people of E —— — 
kent bill,” or for any other meaſure introduced” under the 
elert that it wat à wenſure caleulated to diminiſh che 
luence'of che crowu. With regard to the bill, he thought 
it Avery violent attack on the conftitutional rights of Ke 
fubjekt, an attempt to disfranchiſe a large deſeription of 
clektors, Without any reaſon whatever. Gemlemen had fad, 
udo be x boon to the revenue officets, and a great fa- 
our. Whert was the proof of that aſſertion? Had the 
efictts of the revenue aſked any ſuch 'favour of the Houſe ? 
Where were their petitions * they wiſhed to have 
ſick a boon granted them? He did expect, before gentle- 
nen went ſo far as to make ſuch aſſertionmm, not one fy liable 
of which he could poſſibly credit, that they would im cm- 
ſon decency haye endeavoured to ſupport their aſſtrtiom 
proof of ſome fort.” The Solicitor added ſeveral Very n 
aguments ugainſt the bill, declaring, that he moſt cermmy 
yould vote againſt it. | is dw 


unfmt and unhandſome 2 manner; as to have 


DFT E5S + <$2t 
Gorey af began bis with declaring» at The S. lei- 
n'to ſee a worthy Baronet, — ey Ga 


„ rend up his 


nene 
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MI. 7. "Thuwnfhend argued very ſtrenubuſly in defekte of 155 99+ 


the bim. Ee fad the influence of the crows. over revenue Townſend, 


ocßcers, was notorious. That there was not a gentleman 


Who had ever had a conteſted cleftion' at's ſea· port tuin 


that had nor felt the effects of it. He mentioned the mah - 


much more cruel and unjuft than the purport of the ball, 
Which de dontendec was 4 boon, and not an injury, to“ the 


Ktgption af men in queſtion, He reminded Lord. Bedu- 
47 of ttanſaction relative to the borough of Orford, 


trice? hint that the influence of the crown 
id exif,” aſſerting at che ſame time; that che 

trafury Aal Gsctenc hier char borough” merely to oblige a 
mily--in whoſe hands it now. wal Aud a 


order to & 


| —— farm 
proof of the crown's uſing its influence in boroughs, 


. 


the election was almoſt wholly carried by the votes of 
Vor. XVII, + revenue 


Hatt of th mitiſter zt election times to thoſt officory/las - 


| 


— — —— — 
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Mr. Piet. 


Lord Orgiy. % 


Sir Adam 
F. e. 


* 
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revenue officers, he mentioned the frequent change of the 
. 5 a the 1 1 who repteſented cinque ports, in- 

ug the ſeeretgry at war, Who in Rd laſt. Parliameat 
5 . Aich, had then ſkipped away. to Haft- 
ings, and he ſuppoſed at the next election would travel fil 
further, declaring that it was a rule with the crown never 10 
let a natural intereſt ariſt between the r preſentative of One 
of their boroughs and the repreſented, but to move the 
member by the time his conſtituents becage acquainteg ith 


him. 

Mr. John one and Mr. Demþ tr. in ſhort f echez 
fupported the Vo d 0e the ground of ay being direQly and 

"op conformable to ml petitions of the people,. 
Mr. Piti in a few words contended, that the preſent bi 
was ſuch as he approved; becauſe it immediately grew {tg 

inciples of the conſtitution. - a 

rd Ongley [poke in favour of the bill likewiſe. * 
Fir Adam Ferguſſon objected juſt on the oppoſite ground 
-M that taken by Mr. Pitt, whom he reſpectfully termed the 
very, eloquent gentleman. Sir Adam faid, he had examined 
| the the bill yery carefully, and. had endeavoured to fee if he 
W. trace in it one idea conftitutionally founded, but that 
ſearch was in vain. He reprobated the doctrine, that 
thoſe who voted for the reſolution of Thurſday laſt, flood 
8 15 Hebe to vote for this bill, -as neither libe- 
e, pointed out the great injury that the bill 
15 t. 17 ; and ſaid, he was convinced if che crown 
e influence over the officers of the reyenue, which 
125 been ſaid, it Was rarely if ever exerted, or in the courſe 
of the dedere ſome zlaring inſtances of it would. have been 
tated ; for theſe reaſons he ſhould give his yote againſt the 


Sir Willom Vir Hillen Medi and Sir George Yonge both ſpoke ; in 


Meredith. 


SixMonbew | i Soy Matthew White Ridley faid, he, had ſtood A copteſied 


Nite Rid- © 


ley. 


fa our of the bill. 


5 at the large town of Newcaſlle, f in. and near which 
certainly were a great number of reyenue officers, v 
ere, voters, but that he had not perceived any marks of that 


fluence hic h had been ſo much talked of in the RAS of 


debate. Ile ſaid he was one of the 23 m a or 

© did not bold. 'himſelf bound by his vote 2 7. lat 
3 che. preſent bill, or 17 4 other which he ſhoy)d net 

approve... it appeared to him bigh- 


ard to the bi 
ly, obje tio wg * "I 12 there wa was 3 12 50 


ee 
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befides the influence” the bill affected to diminiſh, The 
influence of the crown was more exerted in the dock-yards 
of Hampſhire, than over the revenue officers. He fard he 
bad lately been at the launching of 2 74 gun ſhip, and on 
aſking who was to command her, he had been told the mayot 
of Hintitigdon, 'who was to have gone out with Sir George 
Kodney, but kept at home to have the new ſhip. ' This ſort 
of influence appeared to him a much fitter object ſor Parlias 
meatary diminution, than the influence the preſent 'bill 
was deſigned to correct. 3 OT 
Lord Hinchinbroke roſe to explain the cireumſtance relative Lord H- 
to che 74 gun ſhip, and ſaid the honourable pentlettian''y indrete. 
little miſtook the matter; the captain e to the com: _ 
mand of that ſhip was not the mayor of Pie ir gs 
was an alderman of chat town, and might have paſfed' the 
office of mayor, but he was alſo à very reſpectable officer, 
bir Richard Bickerton, who had been too ill to go with Sir 
Sit Richard  Worſhy declared, he had lately ſtood ah sir Ribera 
dlection for the county of Southampton, but that he e. 
did not feel that influence among the men in the docks 
yards,” which the honobrable Baronet had ſpoken of. Sir 
e KI OY, for dilepworing of 0 OE 
Mr. Fox with his wonted ability, ſupported the bitt ahd Mr. Fee. 
inſweted the various objections that had been made to it, 
He told Sir Matthew White Ridley, that he had never been 
oppoſed by a court candidate, or he would have felt” the 
velght of chat influence the preſent bill was defigneg” to 
correck. With regard to unt honourab 'Baroner who hat 
lately ſtood a conteſt for SouthampronAſe” verily believe, 
he had not felt the influence of the crown ſufficiently, t 
was ſufficiently for his purpoſe; if he had, he moſtcertaimly x 
would at that moment have been the repreſentative of Re 
Wbnty: He faid it did not follow that the influ fc he 
town did not exiſt in the county. He had loſt his elect id, * 
Why? Beczuſe the whote county; exälpetated ar he 
ſequent exereice of that influence, had Teagyed: together to 
Npoſe it. This argument he applied alfo to the'declaratigh 
nn Vations ſpeakers yeſterday and the preceding diy, 
chat dt ;Mmjority which carried the queſtion on Th 
ut Wat a plain proof” that the influence complained of did 

e o roo 


"* exit: Mr. Fox took vp this upam the reverſe of che 
pe big Wd Kid, the" vumbers 'that were teagued' to- 


212 gether 


— 


Mr. Barks, - Nr. Burke replied. 
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gether to (diminiſh that-influeprs, proved that it did exit; / 


and that to ſuch a degree as to require a great majority t 
Es ee Rs eee bee 
Venice: it never had been ſuld that the rEpublic of Venice 
was weak, | becauſe the league aguinſt it was formidable. 
On the contrary, the formidableneſs of the league was al- 


Ways admitted as an unanſwerable proof of the power 
of the republic. Mr. Fox with grtat ingenuity turned 


* arguments of the oppoſerb of che bill againt 


: 0 Lax 44 766 * 


un. I. 447 ann 
Len. Lord North replied to Mr. Fox's alluſion to the league 


aguinſt Venice. He ſaicl the honotirable/gentleman alluded, 
he ſuppoſed, to the famous league of Cambray, a league 
formed by the firſt and moſt powerful men in Europe, men 
of the greateſt talents and moſt diſtinguiſhed abilities, but 
men who had formed their league upon ,wilful milrepre, 
ſentuxtons, and the apptehenſions unjuſtly / /raiſed in the 
minds-'of the people. The powers who made the league 
werte the King of Arragon, the Emperor, the King of 
France; and the Pope. Their object was the-obtainment 
of the poſſoſſions of the republic of Venice. Their! 
ended in a dtviſion of the ſpoil. One power took p 

of one port, a ſecond. of another a third of another, aud 
a fourth of another; till after ſeizing the various ports 


of the republic [Mr. Fox called out the cinque ports of 


Venice Itche cinque ports, if gentlemen chuſe it, they fell 
out —ů— — the bad principles of ther 
league; their on mercenary and inteteſted motives came 
out, und- ey met with that univerſal copteppt and dete. 
ſation which ſuch men, and ll who form ſuch leagues, well 
deferve: 'His/Loghip followed this with arguments, 4hat 
the dill was unconſtitutibnal, violem, and unjuſt. In the 
courſe of his ſpeech; he rallied opppofition on their con- 
duc ſince they had been a majority, and imputed all their 
tafte, wioledce, and error, to'their being unacquainted with 
the manner in which the | majorities: of that Houle wer 
uſed to act. He repeatedly threw out, that he had reason 
To think from the honourable gentleman's ſpeech, that be 
ſhould that evening have the honour to be in 2 majonly 
Again. Due Bp oh 4 IEG Wege 2349014 564 


1 85 W4;,u#4r / * 17 290 
Beſide the above-mentioned ſpenkers, in the courſe af 
the debate Mir. Rous, Mr. Byng, and Mr. Spencer Star 


hope, argued in favour of che bill; Mr. V 
(9901 
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Me Greaves, Sir William Bagot, nc ben: | 


ind it s 18911 4 5116p3% 07 . 5 as ad bat 

Mg quarter: pai ben. the, Houſe divided, when the amm ben 
dere, Ayes 1955; Nov 224, beſide 8 — rere 
The bill was there fore àhromn out. 

es . Bauch 10 » April I 4. 

Land Beauchamp mmqved, that — Houſe 45 reſolye. ("il Baer 
0 a committee, in ùuriuance of the notice given by him ben. 
the preceding day, that he meant to bring in a bill for per- 
nitting the planters and others in the iſland of Grenada and 
the Grenadines to export their produce to Great Britain ian 
neutral hottoms. 1 His Lordſhip obſerved, that a like favour - 
ad; been. alrœadyigranted to the inhabitants of Dominica, 
udendeavpured to: he w — much better entitled the inha- 
bnants of. re nada wege to the indulgence alluded, to than 
hoſcof: Dominica. The former had made @ vigorous deſence, 
had hazarded every thing, and by their ſpirited conduct 
created ſuch a reſentment in che breaſts of their enemies, that 
theywould-give them no terms. In particular they reſiſted 
mc propolition with the utmoſt contempt, that was, that 
they ſhould promiſe not to remit or pay any of the debis they 
oved to the people of this country, On the other hand, the 
ichabitants of Dominica made little or no refitance,, hut. 
unendered upon terms greatly advantageous to themſelves.— 
de leading, their effects to Great Britain in neutral bougms. 
the full ſecurity and protection of the free enjoyment ot 
their: religion and property, and even 38 far as, in caſe the. 
iſland ſhould be retained by France at the concluſion of che 
Kar, the £njoyment of om dots cuſtoms, and wuaicipal. 
Mmunities.:. {ot nn ot on 7 2, | Wits BODE! 

Dominica was alrgady.in p 2 of the farournowaſked. 
fo Grenada, and he preipmedibe Houle would not be againſt, 

A leaſt, purtipg them. upon an equal. footing. 
The Hands Kan reſolved itſelf into a committee, to con- 
— af * noble Lord's Propoſition, Sir Charles er 
Ne 5+ 145 7: „dee at uns ail 15 

dir  Gearge, Norge aig. 2, few Word, reſenvin bie Opin Sir George 

nan, till eden Hout. come in che, ſhape of 2 T. 
Hay 5 61-4145} union gysg _ aon 
The Houſe * 1 "Ye Charles reported the refolu- 
lon, which was, = leave be given to bring in #billp/to ,... + 
— the produce of the iſland of Grenada to be exported 
v Great Britain in neutral bottoms. A bill was e 0 


& brought in purſuant to Aid reſolution. 46 D3 300 


* Colonel 


cal. Bec. Colonel Bard Ksted- ſeweral ſtrong fafts to the Houſe) 


There were other fees gmitted in the return, bf which 


14 Neil. Lord Warth ſaid, his fon was one of che 'chamberleins'of 
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complaining that the orders iſſued for the production of pa. 
pers and accounts had not been complied with. He inftan. 
ced this in the pay- office, the navy, the office of chamber- 
lains of the exchequer, &c. In the laſt office in particular, 
the return was 521. per annum, without fees, whereas it was 
well known that the ſalary and fees together amounted 
to rages, 7ool.. -a-year ; two of the chamberlains wert 
nearly related to the noble Lord n the blue ribbon. He 
had applied to the noble Lord for his afhiſtance ; the noble 
Lord had promiſed it. He would not now fay hoy 
far the noble Lord had kept his word; but this he would fay; 
that he thought it a little extraordinary that the noble Lord, 
being ſo nearly concerned, both as a man and a miniſter, 
ſhould permit ſo groſs an impoſition to be put on the Houſe, 
What again was the return of the pay-office? (we preſume 
he meant the treaſurer of the navy - office) None of the ſees 
of. office received. by the pay · maſter were ſtated in ihe t- 
turn ; but ſome of the fees received by the inferior officers 
were, in particular that of the deputy pay-maſter, which, 
within the laſt twelve months, amounted to 57621. 


S ESSESSE. re 


he was well informed.” The clerks never, he underſtood, 
paid odd pence, and thoſe Wwho paid the navy bills had 2 
ſhilling in every guinea, which they ſtopped as à perquifite, 
In ſhort, the accounts produced anſwered no other putpoſe 
whatever but to puazle and diſtract thoſe who took the 
trouble to pexuſc them. 1 „ e 281 43M 365 ohn & 


8 18 


S 


the exchequer; there were fees moſt certainly received if 
that. office, but perhaps they might not be entered as ſuch. 
The falary was Fal. a-year; but the perquiſities were not 
ſo much as the hoaburable gentleman had ſtated; he under- 
... ood, that ſalary and porquiſites together, did not amount 
to more than 500l. per annum. by Ot % 3113 nin 30 
He, however, highly diſapproved of the return—-nd pets 
quiſites hen it was well-known, that perquiſites were really 
 and'openly received. It muſt, indeed, have procceded fro 
nets for-he was perſuaded it could not have proceed 
wh „ ga, vs 4 "x PL woSt 51 DR I 9 1 HOW 7 

Mr. Ellis, (treaſurer of the navy) | endeavoured to er. 
plain, the matter ſo far as, it related to his offies; The par. 
port of what he ſaid was merely this, that he called all h 
clerks together, ſhewed them the accounts; aſked thew if 
e) 
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bey approved of -the manner in which tiiey were drawn up? 
They acpbed-1n-the affirmative, and then he ſigned them. 

dard Nd harrmenumerated à long liſt of aecounts which Lors New- 
ke hack moved for 7 every One of which had been either en. 

dr Grey Cooper took fire at this: ſaid the noble Lord was Sir Grey 
znorant-of what he moved for, or the proper mode of mov- C 
ug lor the:accounts he wanted. As to the neglect of return 
ug the fees ot the chamberlains of the exchequer, he ſup- 
nad they were received by the deputy chamberlain, and fo. 
nded;aver-by: him to the principal. He ſaid, the treaſury 
n not a board of receipt, and, conſequently, if there was 
y aeglect, it was not imputable either to that board or 
the ſecretaries.  / 0% e N. 

Lom Newhaven was equally warm in reply. He ſaid, he Lord . 
thought he underſtood accompts, at leaſt as well as the ho- ver. 
warable Baronet, and was /proceeding in the ſame ſtrain, 
tut called to order by the Houſe, as was Sir Grey, who roſe 
tanker: him, and made uſe of ſeveral ſtrong expreſſions; 
lee the affair ende. 1 

Lord George Gordon preſented à petition againſt the ac Lord Garge 
ich WY paſſed/in the 18th of his preſent Majeſty,” in favour of the . 

64, naa Catholics, from the town of Folkſtone, in the coun- 

4 : Wy Kent. He then produced a great bundle of papers, 

ite, wich be was preparing to read. The Houle ' teſtified 4 

ole e full and complete diſapprobation of the noble Lord's 

the wagen; but his Lordſhip ſeemed reſolved to perſiſt in laying 

u precious documents before the Houſe. It as at length' © 

e "geeſted: to him that the Speaker was indiſpoſed: his Lord. 

in p chen made ſeveral handſome apologies to the -chair, 

ich. ud fat down: without giving the Houſe 'any further 

nee en r er i „„ e n 
. Dunning now roſe, and ſaid he was forfy to untler- Mr. D. 

hund that hig learned friend in the chair was iiſdiſpoſed. - 

ble knew the temper and diſpoſition of his learned friend too 

nel do ſuppoſe that ſuch an intimation would come from 

lim es Jong as he was able to keep his ſeat 3 but as he Was 

bout to propoſy a matter of the firſt conſequence, What 

ſom it nature might be productive of a protracted bate, 

ic would be glad to know, before be proceeded on the Hu- 


nes, whether his learned friend was in ſuch a ſtate of hez 4 
1 would permiti him, without doing himſelf” an injury, to 
Wan od: 211 % lor bigt 2d g 
neee 1.2303, 115 eee 8 op 
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Hs pete ba pai \bandfame, compli. 
2 925 and acknowledged the e 701 ations, which that 
| owed: him for his manly ; ent conduct, tor 
his voremitting attention to 7 of his office, and his 
Ahilities in, ſtation which he. had filled. for. ſo many 
"Fears: in that Houſe. ; Probably Tous: from the ĩnceſſant 
. toils and labours attending his o t prove the means 
of once more reſtoring his ſervices 7 that Houle and the 
public. An adjournment was the only e 

4 weeks or till Monday ſe'nnight. 
Tei. he Speaker then roſe; ſaid, chat for the laſt day or two 
* ad been extremely ill, and was far from being well. for 

evcral 


noone The conſtant attention to the diſcharge 
of his dot greatly impaired his health ;-he was too full 

11 of — 4 regret for paſt favours, and the a 
that he muſt decline thoſe ſervices which it was at once his 
ꝓride and — to render to that Hopſe, He was advanced 
In years; he was in à bad Rate of health; he fearetl the time 
veceſſary to the reſtoration of it, ſhovſcl that 1 
de cafe, would be much longer than the public exigency of 
Affairs would permit, and he therefore hoped the Houſe would 
: not impute to him any want of attention to the public ſer- 
vice, any want of reſpect to them, if be ſhould decline any 
. longer remaining in a ſituation in which he cobld;not render 
himſelf ſerviceable, or anſwer the end of his a tment. 
Jie did dot mean to anſwer for events, but this he muſt in 
candour acknowledge, that he much doubted whether his 
* longer fitting in chat chair would anſwer the r of 


+ + Fr" 5+ 


bidde Heut. 
Lore N, Low North, after paffi ſeveral compliments on the 
per obferved, r paſſing was a vaſt _—_ bufineſs be- 


fore the Houfe, which it would be extremely detrimental to 
* 190 blic 19. poſtpone. He hoped; the learned gentleman 
OE 5 "EY 5 thoughts of ER bad if he 120 nor could 
,,ndt- * en remaining Jonger, in his preſent firation, . he 
e he 7 ne per for the Houſe; to know it in 
He truſted, Far 989 07 wiſhed. that would not be 
1 de caſe z thetefore, inſtead of Monday 
-1hax the. gals Should Iona, Wedaeſday, bert. 


Aae II * ; 4 1. 


va rk Ark 


4.1780. 


r. Dunning then roſe and moyed 


TE, 8. 


"ix Houle, it do 2 22 — 7 — m 
ers wörson, he fard;' , Tor a friend 
wo#d;*on that day, RY 18 to 0 chat chair. | 

The Speaker 
of bis iſtnefs : hat he had been taken TM late i in the month ©? 

"of Febrvary laſt with à very ſevere cold,” as he thou 8 
the effect of which was 4 fevere cough, 


by which, at ti 
de was neat being ftranpled of ſuffocated.” He was in 


euth, ald feemm 1. of a found conftirutipn, w en he took 
"tat chart, and for the moſt part ſo till the mentioned. 
"His conftant attendance Utere prevented bon from taking 


medicine; for his ph ſician, Ahle he continued in the con- 
"ſtint performance of his duty, thought medicine might be 
dangerous, but could adminiſter no effectual relief, He 


titidaed ih this ſtare of health till the rifing of that Houſe | 
before the Eaſter receſs, He ſhould have added, that his 


phyſician told him that 'it was a gouty complaint. He muſt 
conifels,” that he was almoſt worn out and exhauſted before 
the feceli, tbough he endeayoured anxiouſly to Sen, it 
fron that Houle. 

"The — 0 in 17 7 N reſtored him; but, 1 hls 
cian rmed him, the fame diſorder returned; tho 
ae vo The fi 
again attacked with a ſevere cold, which affected him on 
ode fide'of his head, and continued gradually to increafe-till 
within the two ſaſt davs, when it aroſe to a degree no longer 
id be borne, FOOTER. with the proper diſcharge of his duty 
— that Houſe, hyfician' had inform 

as He") return of the 15 outy matter which” had again at- 
cked view! though j ina 0 erent part. He could undertake 
0 promiſe nothin 
eee he Re ared that he muſt decline his preſent ſitu- 
ation, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon he was much 
„Altec to; 
EL wou d Hot BAR him 1 in a ſtare, or enable him to reſume 


. pic to be made by an | honourable e- 
if there- 


ood for that 
0 = 4 5 ſtate of health woul * permi 
att Aue fe 


a Vor. XVII. Yyy 


2 * the T1 of 
. 1 


rſt day after the receſs he was 


him, that it 
but by what he could judge from his 


but he was perſuaded that a delay of one or t WW © 


sabe not but there wele precedents 
which 


5829 


in roſe, and gave the foſſow ing narrative oY 


aid the ſeaſon was ſuch as would not admit Gen. Cone 
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= ul poet for the indiſpoſition of a ſpeaker, by appoint: 
pro tempere;z if ſo, he wiſhed molt ſingerely that, thoſe 
„ might be reſorted to in the preſent inſtanee, by. 
bow ye means the buſineſs of the nation Would not ſland Ki 
and that Houſe might again avail itſelf of the ſerviges of the. 
tleman. BMC DMF, 18 87q 0 
Lord Nertb. Taue faid it was neceſſary to know, whether the learn- 
gentleman, ſhould. the adjournment be put off till Monday 
Log had reaſon to believe that he would then bo ready to 
un his duty, becauſe if he was, however inconvenient it 
might be, be, he ſhould, agree with chearfulneſs to the motion 
now made ; if, on the other hand, there ſhould be no ground 
for any ſuch expectatiou, be thought no time ought to. be lob 
in the — 2 prefing exigency of public buſineſs. 
Sir George « Sir George Tong ſaid, that a delay — a few days could be of 
Yonge. nogreat conſequence ; that the Speaker $ health might be re- 
$7” and that his return to that chair, would be an ample 
penſation- for. the delay. Myr: T. Towuſhend and Mr. 
Fox, ſaid a ſew words to the ſame purpoſe. ' 
Mr. Fin. Mn Hun aid; that there was a bill which paſſed that Houſe, 
opel. ing vertein ports in America, which would be return- 
ed on Monday, from the Lords 3 that if the Houſes ſhould 
Adjeourn over that day,.t! the ſhips now bound to America would 
bedelayed for. ſexeral days, and loſe the opportunity, much 
10 the-detrimens of the merchants, and the public in 
Sir George „Sir Grarge Tags ſaid, this would. deſtroy the intended indul- 
Toxge- 2 fox it wg he introduced, the bill. Aluded to, the other 
ouſe had not only * paſſing it, but had introduced ſe- 
3 -/- vga amendments into it. He knew: the amendments, and 
* 1 euere them. a he ſpole, another might. ſpeak; 
0 1 „ andothat might be productive of debate, conſequently'the 
m ing 95 Ness would zotally, defeat the, indulgence prob 
P94 1194 ne 9109 nt no fo 0 
Mr. Aller- SIN — — Hayley confirmed what hat pen advanced by 
man Hayley. MI — Sie of-xhg trade rg: 2 
ord Neth, i696 Veri at th,fettled-t matter, by Jay ing; that 
-_ — — a War — from the trealyry,,and he fuppoſed the 
merchants would truſt. to that aſſufance, Ihe Hopſe was ac- 
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bath bil for deer nee part of New-Yadk, vnd allowing a 
fee importat ion from Wen e New- Tork, in like 
Manner as if, che prohibitory act had neuere paſſed, being 
branabt buck gane vebe Houle. Lc een ſome amend 
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Governor Potona! roſe, and begged td call xhe attention of Cov. P. - 
the Houſe to a matter of great importance to the trade of tin val. 
oountry, and to its firſt commercial intereſts. Ie then ſtated 
that he had been honoured) with the directions of the Houſe 
to prepare and bring in a bill for the purpoſe aimed at by the 
| bin brought back at that moment from the Lords; that a 
* rough draft of a bill, containing what he ſufpected would be 
to ntetnpted, and what; by the amendments made'by the Lords, 
it he how ſa had been attempted, was preſented to him; this 
NN v no other than ati endeavour to put the trade from Great 
i Brieain to New-York under military government, and ftbje&t 
ft. it to theeaprice of a military officer, whether a eommaider in 
5 chief, a captain, or even a lieutenant, or, in ſhort; any officer, 
f bo happened from accident, to have the* command at the +» 
yr port for which the goods ſhipped from Great Britain were 
le cleared out; that the moment he read the rough draft con! 
'F taining'fuch a purport, as he had ſtated, — it Was 
by no means conſonant to the ſentimetits'sf che Houſe; when 
directed him to prepare and bring in a bill, he inſpected =, 
ind prepared that bill, which had paſſed the Honſe alme 
without alteration, but in which the Lords had made amend- 
ments tending to alter its nature, and pervert it in the way he 
had mentioned. © This he conceived to be a matter of great 
importance, and a matter well worthy the ſerious notice of 
the Houſe; he ſhould therefore move, that the amendments 
be printed, and that they be taken into conſideration the firſt 
jk nt 1 iF „ % fOſs Dei! aol“ 
Sir George Yonge, Mr. Dempſter and others, ſpoke on the Sir George 
occaſion,” each of them concurring with Governor Pownall as — 
to the importance of the matter opened by him to the Houſe. f. 
in order to avoid interrupting the material buſineſs expected 
to come on, it was argued not to print the amendments, till 
they had been deliberately read by the clerk, in order that the 
Houſe might judge how far it became them to print them, 
and what was the next ſtep fit to be taken reſpecting them. 
Thurſday next was the day fixed on for taking the amend- 
ments made by the Lords into conſider ation. 
After a variety of common buſineſs, the order of the day 
was called for, when the Speaker roſe in his chair, and returned The Spratar 
hishearty and fincere thanks to the Houſe for their repeated 
kindnefſes to him, during the time he had the honour of hold- 
ing the diſtinguiſhed ſituation to which they had elected him, 
dut moſt particularly for their late very great indulgence to 
kim, and the manner in which it had been granted. The 
latter; he ſaid, had made ſo deep an impreſſion on his mind, 
| Yyy 32 that 
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Jeden 
on thoſe bills being argued and debated, that neither of them 
would completely anſwer the prayers of the petitioners ; moſt 
certainly neither of them would, no ſuch extraordinary merit . 
had been imputed to them either by the honourable gentlemen... 
vho brought them into that Houſe, or by any of their friends. 
The truth was, it was mcumbent upon that Houſe to build 
ſomething on the petitions of the people. The foundation, of 
the building was laid by the three reſolutions being carried of 
the th of April. The two bills which had been 1 4 
pere deſigned as parts of the fabrick ; ſuch other propalitigns | 
$ he ſhould think it became him ta offer to the conſideration 
of dhe committee, or that any other member might think it 
became them to offer, would be offered as additional parts of 
that ' fabriek.' The whole ſuperſtructure could neither be 
ereted' all at once, nor by any two, three, or four motions, -- 
As parts of it, and thoſe very eſſential parts, he confidered -: 
the three bills then in agitation ; the remnant, by no means 
m inconſiderable one, of the bill for the regulation of the ci- 
eſtabliſhment brought in by an honourable friend of his, 
to whoſe plan all ſides of the Houle had-concurred in attribut- 
og great merit; another hill, brought in, or to be brougim in 
by another honourable gentleman, under the denomination) of 
aplace-bill; and the favourite plan of the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon; the bill for a commiſſion of accounts. Theſe 
three bills, or ſuch parts of them as paſſed, would, as be had 

ore 
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before id form no ſmall part of the ſuperſtructure to he 
raiſed; but in vain would it be, that che foundation were ct 
Jo ſolid and firm, or the fuperſtructure ever ſo fair and noble 
if by any ſudden. exertion of that very influence which the 
petit ions complained of, an end was to be put to the progreſ 
of the building, and the whole was to vaniſh into air or he 
ſuddenly ſhaken to ruins; he therefore meant to propoſe a 
queſtion, which ſhould at once put the matter paſt all doubt, 
and convince the people whether their:prayers would really 

Ee, lied with or not. His motion wag; (7 bo 1007 12 
e! That an bumble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty,-16- 
queſting that he would not diflolve the Parliament, nor pro- 
rogue the preſent ſeſion, until proper meaſures ſhall hare 
been taken by this Houſe to diminiſſi the influence of the 
Crown, and to correct the other evils complained of in the 
petitions of the people.” _ og al WC #25717917y of 
He faid he was aware that it would be — amers 
this motion, that it would detain gentlemen longer from their 
huſineſs or tbeir pleaſures than was ufual. He declared, he 
for one had ſome buſineſs, and was as fond of amuſement as 4 
Proper relief from the fatigues of that buſineſs as any other 
gentleman, but he conſidered the petitions of the people as an 
object of the firſt importance; that in order to prepare, diſ. 
cuſa, and determine upon ſuch meaſures as that Houſe ſhould 
think proper, to adept in remedy of the grievances complained 
af by the people, be was ready and willing to ſacrifice his bu- 
ſineſs, however profitable, his amuſements, however pleature- 
able ; but before he ſacrificed either the one or the other, it vas 
highly neceſſary. fur him to kno that the ſacrifice would be 

—— what he gave up, would be atoned 


"Cady the-eflential ſervice rendered to his country. With 


this viewi it was, that he had prepared the preſent queſtion 
and he; had little oecaſion to take up the time of the; Houte, 


or walje his own time in argument, to prove that gentlemen 


would not be kept much longer than uſual from their purſunts, 
or from their homes were his motion carried; becauſe he could 
venture to aſſuxe them, that if miniſters were ſincere in ther 
declarations, that the petitions ought to be complied with, and 
that it as fit ſomething ſhould be done in compliance with 
the;prayers they contained. the whole that was neceſſary to 


be done, would take up but very little time in addition to the 


gun g 


Ee adverted to what had been ſaid in the other Houſe by 
mere ſtate reſpecting the phrenzy of public vittueʒ and 
in don that the complexion of the people at preſent Jos 
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tue run mad, and'thatit was the fit moment for that Houſe 
i exert; its authority, and to ſtand. in the gap between the 

opleand the crown. He ridiculed theſe expreſſions as inde- 
gent to the Houſe of Commons, and dangerous in their con- 
equetcepsr If the Lords did ſtand in the gap, as the noble 


luchbed phraſed it, between the people and the crown, in a 
wment, when the people were juftly complaining of the 
maus; Influence. of the crown, and in a moment when the 
Houſe af Commons had ſolemnly reſolved, that the influence 
of the crown' was increaſing, and had increaſed to a degree 
that required diminution, what might follow ſuch an ill- 
timed! interference, appeared to him in too dreadful a point 
of mewn! to bear {difcutfion, he would therefore paſs it over, 
id lere it to all who heard him to picture it to themſelves, 
e alſo noticed, in the courſe of his ſpeech, Lord Nugent's 
declaration, that what was offered in the view of remedying 
the grievances of the people, were mere quack-medicines, 
eleulated rather to deſtroy the patients than to cure their 
complaints ; and referred his noble friend to a poem, which 
be Gid-he had formerly read with great pleaſure, in which 
te principles of the poet did him ſo much credit, and were 
dd just, that they almoſt diſtanced the praiſe due to his poetry. 
ht with the tuperadded beauty of his numbers made the 
whole an invaluable compoſition. The work he alluded to, 
te preſumed the noble Earl had peruſed, and every gentleman 
who heard him. He meant the poem entitled An Ode to 
Mankind, and which was directly the reverſe in all its doc- 
tines reſpecting the rights of mankind, of thoſe doctrines 
which the noble Earl had lately held in that Houſe, relative 
tothe influence of the crown, and the rights of the people. 
' Obſerving that the Houſe was more than commonly full; 
t nid he was glad to addreſs an afſembly ſo crouded, and 
tough he applauded the induſtry of thoſe who had even 
etched patriots from the other fide of St. George's Channel, 
where! they were en in diſcuſſing meaſures for the pre: 
eration of Ireland alluding to Sir John Irwin and Lord 

arho were in the Houſe for the firſt time ſince the 
hof April] and brought officers of the navy and army 
dom their profeſſional duties to their duty wirhin thoſe walls 
— pg Mulgrave, Captain Phipps, and others] he 
toped the new comers would ſhew their zeal for'their'coun- 
e their regard for the people, and their abhorrence of un- 
due influence by voting for the motion, and that the 233 bf 
te-ſixth of April would cut a ſtill more reſpectable figure 
by the addition of twenty or thirty, and the miniſters would 
By I e 15: 1 1 10 05 fy „ ax ft Wespe 
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werful-engines in the hands of che noble Loctl. He deni 
L that the ſimilarity held between the leaguers wichm 
thoſe walls and the leaguers againſt che republic, declari 
neither he, nor he believed any one of the num 

fr with whom he acted, were ſimulated by any views 
of ſharing the ſpoil, or dividing the plunder to be bt 
dy Giſplacing the preſent adminiſtration. He concluded t 
whole with preſenting his motion, which was read to tbe 


Houſe by the er. 


pred the 'Houſe, as they loved peace at home, as they wiſhel 
for unanimity and concord among (te pots, as ny 
N. iat budding confidence in Parliament which hal 
peared finde the 6th of April, to concur” in the motion. 
He read to the Houſe the reſolutions agreed to by a meeting 
of the gentry, clergy, and frecholders, of the Foy 
Eumnbridge, Keld ar the Shirẽ- hall on the 1oth inſtant, in which 
ic Was ſtated, that the committes who had been appointed 
to prepare à plan of aſſociation on legal and conftitutiond 
grounds, had received authentic information, that the 

al allegation of che petitions, reſpecting the influence df the 
executive power over the repreſentatives of the people, a 
bern kaken into cofiſideration, and admitted, by = Com. 
motis-of Great Britain, in Parliament affembled, as juſt and 
well founded; and that the Commons had reſolved, that the 
mereaſed..and” increafing influence ought to be diminiſhed; 
and as that reſotution was followed by others tending tb: 
1 rm, the Committee deſirous of ſhewing a prope! 
reſpect to the deliberations, and of placing a due reliance, & 
on the diſeretiotſ and integrity of the repreſentatives af ibi 

ple, hadz for theſe reaſons, declined for the preſent p 

— 5 any plan of aſſociation, ſincerely truſting the Houle 
of Commons, having made ſo noble 'a beginning,” would he 
animvrted with a zeal to perſevere indeſerving the higheſt con. 


xe and we warmeſt thanks of their conſtituents and {el 
w-fubjets”: This mode of conduct, Mr. Pitt faid, ha 
mz Tun oft Our oO dien 
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en} him the moſt exalted ſatisfaction, but that joy would 
converted into the deepeſt ſorrow and the bittereit anguiſh, 
if che Houle, in ſteall — * of this 825 
mind im the people, ſhould blaſt their growing con in 
and by refuſing to go on in meaſures calculated to 
their confidence, ſhould kindle up that flame of ins 
ration and reſentment, . which would in all probability 
dur out with irrefiftible fury, and overwhelm gove 
Fabse, people were forced to imbibe the 5 
had deen done, was meant merely to deceive them, and that 
— beginoing it was not intended to afford them the 
laſt, ſerious redreſs. Vr. Pitt proteſted in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, that he ſpoke the real ſentiments of his ſoul; he had 
to object but the general quiet of his country, and a with to 
teltoxe it to its. former greatneſs. Whatever views of ambi» 
tion he might or mg entertained, he did aſſure the 
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dead in him. Place, emolument, 
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bei and power, had loſt their charms in his, ſight, and nothing 
ped _— him to abandon his domeltic retirement, and the 
hl WY happineſs of his home, to come down to that Houſe debili- 
en. tated. as he was by illneſs, infirm, and ſcarcely able to ſuppost 
ing the fatigues of Parliamentary attendance; . but an earneſt wiſh 
of WY fo contribute towards averting the horrid proſpect before him, 
ich WY towards ſaving his apparently devoted country, from the ruin 
ted WY that ſeemed to hang over its head, and by reſcuing it from a 
= WY {cond civil war to enable it to carry on the foreign war, in 
ne. WI which it was involved at preſent, with that degree of vigour 
the WJ and exertion which could alone ariſe from unanimity am 

lag qurlelyes, and from which ſucceſs could only be — . 
m- K. Pitt, as a further inducement to the Honſe to agree 
ande motion, painted the horrors of popular rage in a 

the WY #ikung point of view, and aſked, when the people were once 
ed, alamed, who it was that had power to ſtop them, ar could 
64 WW Thus far {halt thou go and no farther,”, 14 
per 1+ 07d Nugent declared himſelf an 2 of the petitions Ld. Nugent. 
Ne. Jome points, but not in all. His Lordſhip {aid, he had all 
the declared that the people ought to have redreſs; of theit 
r0» vances; but it was incumbent on that Houſe to exam 
ule 15 ately what the grievances were which really exiſted, ang 
be BY Buch. it was within the power of that Houle to remedy. » He 
on. 1 8 the influence of the crown did not prevail to a degree 
„ch ould alarm the people ; he had repeatedly declared 
, and 10 ſhould continue to maintain the poſition, let. 1 
ed eered at ever ſo much. The, greateſt grievance of all, 


s opinion, was the enormous emoluments of certain 
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offices he under the erown ; not places held during pleaſure, 
but places for life. Let theſe be reduced] Let them be taxed, 
ſo as to derive'a confiderable revenue to the ſtate, and leſſen 
the profit uf them to a moderate ze. Propoſe this meaſure, 
and he was confident it would pleaſe the people, and anſwer 
rhe end of their petitions in one great and important point, 
wh oppoſition called out Move] move ]] His Lordſhip 

id, he would not move ſuch a queſtion, but he pledged 
kimfelf to ſecond it whenever it was moved. The taſk of 
pointing out individuals holding the places to which he had 
atverted,” was an unwelcome one. It would appear invidious 
COS It had been contended, he thought rather 
unfairly; that every gentleman had concurred in opinion that 
the petitions ought to be complied with, and yet that all 
thoſe'who fat on the ſide of the Houſe on which he ſtood, had 
uniformly oppoſed, and meant to oppoſe, every one motion 
propoſed in redreſs of the grievances complained of in thoſe 

itions. In ſupport of this, an honourable countryman of 
his Mr. Burke, when ſpeaking on Mr. Crewe's bill] had plea- 
| applied the old fable of the man, who becoming tired of 
life; had reſolved to put an end to his exiſtence, but was puz- 
ed in what manner to de it. He had aſked himſelf the 
queſtion, ſhould he hang himſelf? No Thieves were hanged, 
and he would not die like a thief. Drown himſelf? No—he 
would not die like a blind puppy Cut his throat? No—that 
were to die as hogs died, by the knife of the butcher | Poiſon 
himſelf ? No rats were poiſoned ! {A loud laugh at the word 
vai] and fo not being willing to put an end to G life by any 
means, that he could recollect, the man lived till nature was 
exnuſted. His Lordſhip begged not to be included in the 
number of thoſe ho had ſaid the petitions ought to be com- 
plied ' with; and were nevertheleſs determined to agree to no 
\propofition/made with a view to comply with them, He had 
bimſelf ſuggeſted meaſures, and there were other meaſures 
hic might be ſuggeſted that would fully anſwer the deſired 
Ie fact was; they had begun at the wrong end, 

und hat propofed firſt, what ſhould have been the laſt thought 
uf. Go back to the right end and he would go with them. 
What they had ſuggeſted was every way inadequate and im- 

01 preſent motion he diſapproved of altogether. 
He ſhonld⸗give it his negative, becauſe it was aſſuming more 
-thito helongtd to one branch of the legiſlature. What con- 

:2rootthe King's prerogative, | and deſire him to do that, Which 
-wguld affect rHouſe of Parliament, without knowing 
'awhether 1 gould be: agrecablo:tp them By no means. His 
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His Lordſhip replied to what Mr. ing had ſaid, re- 
petting the poem entitled the Ode to Mankind, and declared 
he well remembered that poem, and that the doctrines it con- 
tained wers perfectly agreeable to his then ſentiments, but 
not agreeable to the learned — ments, or the 
meaſures propoſed by him and his friends. He alſo deemed 
the preſent a ruinous war, and ſaid if not happily put an end 
to; we ſhould become a bankrupt people, with an exhauſted 
neaſury, and an impaired conftitution'!! He, however, de- 
ſended the war in its firſt origin as a meafure in which the 
legillature had concurred. At that time — origin of the 
American war) a ſtrange circumſtance in politics was obſervas 
ble; the oppoſition was an unpopular oppoſition ! His Lord- 
ſhip alſo threw out à number of random remarks, ſome of 
which created laughs, and others challenged many Hear 
hear!” At length he concluded his ſpeech with declaring he 
ſhould vote againſt the preſent queſtion, which he Jidliked, 
becauſe it-ſmelt too ſtrongly of the year forty-one, and called 
to his mind the violent meaſures which marked our hiſt 
ſoon after that period, ſtaining the pages of the hiſtorian wi 
blood; producing the violent death of the prince, and the de- 
firution/ of regal government, and which was followed by:a 
republican ſyſtem. of the grofſeſt tyranny that ever a people 
groaned under. 7 | 


$39 


Mr. T. Townſhend roſe in conſequence of what Lord Nugent Mr. 7. 
had aſſerted, relative to reducing the profits and emoluments Tewnoctd. 


of certain places held for life under the crown, and ſaid, he 
preſumed by the noble Lord's giving the Houſe to underſtand, 
that motives of delicacy to friends prevented him from nami 

the perſons alluded to, he meant to point at an honourabh 
relation of his. He ridiculed the ſition on this head, 
us too frivolous to anfwer any end of real utility, ſince the ut- 
moſt object of it would be the ſaving of a few thouſands, by 
taking it from thoſe who moſt clearly were not liable to the 
influence complained of by the people in their petitions, and 
vere not acted upon by it, perhaps to give it to others, ho 
would de acted upon by influence; that, therefore, ſo far from 
removing the evil, or leſſening it, it would be encreaſed. 
Mr. Townſhend: declared, when he ſaid this, he ſpoke. from 
no pitiful idea of preventing ſuch a propoſition from being 
adopted ; if the Houſe ſhould think it wiſe to adopt it, be 
vu ſure his relation, and the other perſons holding the offices 
alluded to, would be very ready to —— that ot any other 
— ter ſaeri fice they ſfiould be upom tu make, pro- 
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and defirable end, the quieting tlie minds of the people, and 
reftoring unanimit y. Mr. Townſhend then w nt into a con- 
ſideration of the queſtion, and ini the progreſs of it brought 
in the American war, and other topies not immediately ana- 


logous to the queſtion. He alſo deſcanted a good upon 


the uſe that the noble Lord in the blue ribbon had madt of 


the alluſion to the league of Cambray, by twiſting it fo in- 


genioufly as to make it apply to a bill cal to emancipate 
a large diſcription of the ſubjects, and a number of ſea- port 
rowns, from the tyranny of the treaſury board. He concluded 
with urging the Houſe to adopt the motion, unleſs they withed 
to drive the people to deſperate meatures.''/ 


Mr, A. Mr. Adam ſaid; he did not feel the preſent queſtion as tend. 


ing to ſupport this or the other miniſter in power; it was 
2 queſtion of a higher nature. Whether this conſtitution, 
the admiration of the world, and the boaſt of Engliſhmen, 
ſnould remain as it was, unaltered and unimpaired, or whe- 
ther we thould by innovations, the extent of which we were 


not made acquainted with, run a riſk of deſtroying it? It was 
upon that alone that he meant to argue the queſtion. 
He that in what he meant to ſay, he laid afide every 


motive but what regarded the conſtitution; that if ever he 
wiſhed to promote his ambition, if ever he had a deſire for 
praiſe, and for the eſteem of his countrymen, avarige he 
truſted he had never felt. He would reſign all his ambition, 
he would yield up every proſpect or hope of praiſe, in de- 
fence of What he thought formed the conſtitution of the 
country: a conſtitution of which he felt all the advantage, 
and which, he, thought formed the happineſs of every in- 
qividual who lived under it. Having ſaid this, he begge 
leave to clear the queſtion of all extraneous matter. He 
didi not think with the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
that the American war had any thing to do with it, nor the 
uſe that had been made on a, former day of the league. of 
Cambray, nor the rejection of the contractors” bill inthe 
Houle of Lords, though there was ſomething ſtrange in the 
idea of attacking: the Houle of Lords for doing what, as an 
independent and neceſſary branch of the legiſlature they had 
a right to. do. That the preſent was a' {imple queſtion of 
whether you ſhall addreſs the crown” to keep Parliament fit- 
ting. till ſuch time as the grievances complained of in the 
. petitions upon the table were redrefſed? He expreſſed great 


teſpect for the perſons who ſigned thoſe petitions, and thought 


they. were always to be received and attended to. He repro- 

bated in the ſtrongeſt terms the condu@ of the Parliament of 

1701, in the caſe of the Kentiſh petition. He faid, n—_ 
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that time there was introduced into an act of Parliament, 
very material to the liberties of this country, by fixing the 
Proteſtant: ſucct n, n clauſe which prevented any placeman 
o any kind from fitting in the Houte of Commons. That 
from forme way ward fancy, or ſome honeſt prejudice, the peo 
of Kent preſented a petition to this Houſe, complaining of 
the conduct of the patriotic: reformers.of | that time. When, 
inſtead of receiving the petition, and giving it that due con- 
ſderation which it ought to have, the preſenters of it were 
impriſoned, and the petition declared to be an infringement 
of the liberty of Parliament. „ „ „n e gain de 
He ſaid, he had the greateſt reſpect for many of the names 


of the different - committees, That they were men of the 
greateſt rank, the greateſt property, and the firſt abilities. 
That no intentional danger to the conſtitution could be, attri- 
buted to ſuch men. But he could not carry. his deference to 
wem to fuch exceſs, as to bind up his own underſtaading and 
ſetter his judgment. He ſaid, it became requiſite, therefore, 
before he proceeded to the preciſe queſtion before the Houſe, 
to elear the ground a little with reſpect to the petitions being 
binding upon Parliament. That this was a doctrine he 
never could ſubſeribe to; and he believed, if fairly ſtated, 
no perſon within the walls of ihe Houſe would ſubſcribe to it. 
Many people ſay that the petitions muſt be binding; but if 
you come to examine upon what ground any perſon, the 
Ad favourer of the people, makes that aſſertion, it is 
decauſe he agrees in opinion with the prayer of thoſe peti- 
tions. But let us ſuppoſe that thoſe petitions went farther 
than any perſon in this Houſe thinks they ought to go, to 
alterations in the conſtitution that we are all agreed in think- 
ing detrimental; ſhould we not all agree that ſuch a petition 
would not, ought not to bind this Houſe? If that is the cafe, 
ye ought to hear no more of that argument ſo derogatory to 
the independence of this Houſe, that this, that, and Yother 
thing muſt be done, becauſe it is required by the people in 
their petitions, but ought to diſcuſs each queſtion upon its 
ſpecial merits, He then came to the motion, and faid it na- 
twrally divided itſelf into two heads, to addreſs the crown not to 
prorogue the preſent ſeſſion, or diſſolve the preſent Parlia- 
ment. With reſpect to prorogation, he was well aware there 
vere many inſtances of ſuch motions : but with reſpect to 
diſſolution, not kuowing what the motion was to be, he had 
dot had an opportunity of examining the journals as to the 


ptecedents; but he believed, it was the firſt inſtance of fuch 
| | | b a motion, 


ſubſorĩbed to the petitions, and for many of, thoſe that Were 
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a motion, and he wat confirmed in that opinion, by the 
honourable gentleman who made the motion, not taking no- 
nice of any precedent. That it was hardly to be ſuppoſed, 
that a perſon ſo learned in the Parliamentary, as well as the 
municipal law of the kingdom, would have paſſed it over; if 
there had been any ſuch. That as to the caſe of 1641, which 
made the long Parliament, alluded to by the noble Lord 
Ein ent] and the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 

ſt, he did not coneeive it to be at all applicable to the pres 
ſent purpoſe. The circumſtances of paffing that act were 
fo remarkable, that it was impoſſible to forget it. It wa 
carried to the King for the royal aſſent, along with the 
bill of attainder of Lord Strafford; and Charles is ſuppoſed 
to have been ſo much oceupied with the cruel neceſſiiy of 
giving bis aſſent to that bill, that the other paſſed unnoticed, 
But they differ in this reſpect: In 1641, it was a bill—this 
is an addreis. And they further differ that the ſeptennial ad 
extinguiſhes this Parliament at the end of ſeven years; 
that time no fixed duration being appointed for Parliament, 
that act rendered it perpetual ; that is, gave it exiſtence 
till the . grievances of the people were redreſſed, while 
theſe grievances were in the ereation of thoſe who promoted 
the bill. But he ſaid he did not mean to argue, that becauſe 
there was no precedent for addreſſing the crown not to diſolve 
the Parliament, that therefore we have not à right ſo to ad- 
dreſs the crown. That right is one of thoſe that he ever 
would maintain in this Houſe, But the motion was to be 
adopted with greater caution, on account of its. being un- 
precedented. But, _ he, it- has been argued by the 
gentemen who have ſpoke for this motion, as if the rejec- 
tion of it was to be the cauſe of an immediate prorogation 
or diſſolution of Parliament; whereas, though this motion 
is negatived, Parliament may ſtill continue to exiſt: it dos 
not follow in any degree, that becauſe the Houle rejects this 
queſtion, that therefore the miniſters of the crown are to ad- 
viſe his Majeſty. to diſſolve the preſent Parliament, or pro- 
togue the preſent ſeſſion. | z 
Hat it is neceſſary to confider what the conſequence of this 
motion is to be. If you are to redreſs the abuſes complained 
of, it muſt be done by bill; if that bill is rejected, either 
zn this Houſe, or the other Houſe, it is impoſſible, -according 
to the law of Parliament, to bring that bill back again dur- 
ing the fame ſeſſion; and therefore: no good can ariſc from 


it 3 andd it is ꝓrobable that the ſame Parliament that reject 
the bill this ſeſſion, will reje& the ſame bill next n_ 
4 
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tue Bit us the learned gentleman who made the motion is a much 
no« better judge of what will anſwer the purpoſes he has in view, 
ec, dan he Mr. Adam] could poffibly be, he ſaid he would 
the WH ceaſe to diſouſs the queſtion upon that ground. | 8 1805 
b if He then (ard it was fair upon a queſtion that relates to Par- 
ick ment ſitting to redreſs grievances, that we ſhould know the 
ord Wl exteht of them. What are ſet forth in the petitions are 
ke Wi imple and intelligible, but the explanation that is given of 
re- dem, in his opinion, amounted to a total change in the con- 
ere BY fitotion, 1191 
Was The petitions prayed for three things,—an abolition of 
the BW umerited penſions, of uſeleſs ſinecures, and of the exorbi- 
ed BY tant emoluments of neceſſary offices. And this, they @ on 
of WH for; in order to attain the reduction of influence, and the 
ed. promoting azconomy. But as theſe petitions are explained 
by faying, they pray for a free Parliament, every ſpecies of 
at Wl alteration of the conſtitution, dangerous, and aps de- 
ſtructive to the happineſs of the people of England, is 


brought under this head. Annual Parliaments, and'an en- 
dee ereaſed repreſentation, were already propoſed ; and if we 
wk Wl were to form a calculation of the ſtrides that reformation 
ted had taken from the firſt York meeting to the laſt meeting in 


uit WH Weſtminſter-hall, it would be difficult to ſay to what lengths 
he WY ve might go in innovating upon a conſtitution, in which 
ad- ¶ civil and political liberty was more extended, was more com- 
ver Wl plete; than it ever had been in any age or any country. 
be That the liberty of antiquity was narrow and confined when 
un» compared with that of this country, In the republicks of 
the WF ancient times, a few individuals enjoyed perfect freedom 
e- while the great bulk of mankind were the abſolute ſlaves and 
ion Wl property of thoſe few. Here ſlavery was unknown, and a 
100 complete enjoyment of every valuable right, of every ble 
oe Wl fing ſociety can beſtow, was extended to eight millions of 
this BY people, unimpaired and unencroached upon. Was it matter 
ad: of: ſmall importance to agree to a motion that might impair 
r0- dis glorious ſyſtem ? Had any infringement been made 

the great bulwarks of our liberty, which demanded ſuch an 
hs BY ateration'?/ External grievances had taken place; andthe 
noble Lord below him f Lord Nugent] had given an epithet 
to the war, which ſufficiently deſcribed the extent of ' thoſe 
calamities, But was it wife + Was it joft 7 Was it reaſon“ 
tble,' to new- model the eonſtitution, and run a rifk of de 
Moying what our anceſtors had handed down to ds, as the 
bt of bleſſings? To make internal changes, beeaylc we had 
notte 1720 f Omg} 203 339 UI ATONL9L 2103 external 
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ex ternal grievances to complain of ? Was it to be ſuppoſed 


that an encreaſed repreſentation, or annual Parliameng, 


would cafe us of the neceſſary taxes? Would diminiſh the 
burthen of the national debt? Or bring about that ſafe and 
honourable peace, which we muſt all agree in wiſhing to ſee 
accompliſhed ? He then went into the ſubject of teſts, as 
they had been ſpoken of, and propoſed at tome of the public 
meetings, ſtated their unconſtitutional tendency ; ſaid, that 
he had always entertained the moſt perfect conviction, that 
an obligation to obey the inſtructions of conſtituents, was un- 
conſtitutional. At an carly period, when his ſtudies ſhould 
perhaps have been turned to other ſubjects, if any ſubjeR, 
at any time could be ſo important as the ſtudy of the con- 
ſtitution, he had formed his opinion; that no conſideration 
could ever prevail upon him to alter it. This being the caſe, 
he reprobated the idea of teſts, as being ſtill more deſtrue- 
tive of the freedom of Parliament. That the very eſſence 
of Parliament was the power of deliberation; and that the 
Houſe ſhould be equally jealous and equally averſe to every 
thing that deſtroyed that privilege, hat its conſequences 
were equally detrimental, whether it flowed from the undue 
influence of the crown, or the undue influence of the demo- 
eracy. That it was the buſineſs of every man who loved 
the conſtitution, to reprobate every teſt that fettered Parlia- 
mentary freedom. [Here Mr. Townſhend ſaid acroſs the 
houſe, There are no ſuch tefts,”] Mr, Adam took up 
that aſſertion, with great animation, Does the honourable 
gentleman, mean to aſſert that no ſuch thing was ever talked 
of 2, Does he mean to ſay that no meeting has ever diſcuſſed 
the idea and approved of it? And if we are to judge of the 


ſpirit of reformation, of the rapid progreſs it is making in 


time to come, by what has already paſt, will it be at all ſur- 


prifing to fin l the ſpirit of this conftitution deſtroyed, the 


lberty of Parliament annihilated, and a wild democra 
eantrouling/1n every inſtance the wiſdom of the ine 


The beſt, the wiſeſt men, when they attempt a reformation, 
can: never tell how far it is to go. The hiſtory of all ages 
evinces, that reformers have always exceeded their original 
daſigns. It becomes neceſſary, therefore, that the learned 


leman who made the motion, ſhould tell the Houſe what 


he means to do: he ſhews us that many things muſt be done, 

and we are to be led on, ſtep by ſtep, without previous infot- 

mation, toalter a conſtitution which has made us fo long free 

-and happy. If they find fault with the- preſent ſyſtem, they 
| . - mu 
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{ame ather more complete, and better calculated ta 
p 12 promote dhe freedom which they with to-eftabliſh, 
105 ſhould be unfolded, that we ma judge of its 
excellence, or its defects, and not be led blindfeld to adopt 


weaſyres thats begignzng 3 in anarchy, ruſt end in deſpotiſm. 
It is not . that. ; umpute an e to produce thoſe evils 


gay e n . with the honourable er N wo 
the Ry 7. Pitt] that you could not of 
3 4“ Thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther. 
Was * that, p W he withed to avert an appeal to wh 
5 e madneſs of popular reformation had ne- 
nd | to il rive thoſe of 22555 who wiſh to check it, 
— to place it 18 the hands of thoſe, whoſe deſperate ſituation 
makes. them. rejoice in changes. Thoſe who wiſh to carry 
innovation to a certain length, will find, that their with- 
lawing thewſelves when it exceeds that limit will be of 
3 The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, allud- 
ed to the virtues of the laſt century, in the reign of Charles I. 
in all the language of panegyric. He agreed perfectly with 
the honourable gentleman in that opinion. If ever there was 
z time in which human nature diſplayed a pre-eminence of 
yirtue and capacity, it was upon the breaking out of the 
troubles of that period, But the hiſtory of that period proves 
the danger of innovation when hegun, even from the moſt 
powerfu F reaſons, and the moſt upright motives, In the be- 
ginaing of that unfortunate Prince's reign, every dangerous 
cacroachment bad 8 made in the political and civil libe 
2 the countr property, even the life, of the indivz 
dual was band Ale. U t became the great, the virtuous cha- 
rafters of woll days to maintain their freedom, and to check 
e encroachments of a miſtaken monarch, Vet the virtues, 
the abilities, of thoſe times were not able to ſtop the wild 
ſpirit of reformation when it had once got looſe, The emi- 
nent characters that withdrew themſelves from the | vor 
cauſe, when it had gone too far, in vain attempred to re- 
eſtabliſh the conſtitution, They had allowed the deſperate, 
need „ and the unprincipled, to fix themſelves in power, 
beyond r © poſſibility of controul. Then it was, that the 
amiable, the virtuous, the enlightened motives of Lord 
Aland land wer e of no avail. Then it was, that Lord Nor- 
umberlan Lord Manchefter, and the 2 of Eſſex him- 


bell, in vain relinquiſhed the party, whoſe power they 


ir rl eftabliſhed. And cas was = uence o 


ri, ? The perſon who got the power _ 
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die part of the other Houſe uſeleſs, then voted the whole of 
it unneceſſary; Armed men were brought into the lobby, 
to detain-theſe members in cuſtody, who were likely to have 
voted againſt thoſe violent reſolutions: At laft, the only re- 
maining part of the conſtitution, which, indeed, was fo 

arbled that it was hardly valuable, was diflolved. And how 
was this effected? Three file of muſqueteers were brought 
within that Houſe, The mace was taken from the table: 
and when this violent ſtep was oppoſed by a young man of 
conſiderable faſhion, of great abilities, of remarkable elo- 


- quence, whoſe quickneſs of conception enabled him to ſeize 


Every advantage for his party, whoſe pte-etninence was great 
when the ProteQor's political exiſtetce bad not begun; upon 
whoſe ſhoulders Cromwell roſe to power; when this perſon 
oppoſed the diſſolution of the Houſe, Cromwell ſeized him 
by the cloak, and in the lodicrous language of thoſe times 
ſaid, ** Oh ! Sir Harry Yane ! Sir Harry Vane ! the Lord 
deliver me from Sir Harry Vane,” Thus did he take the 
Mace from that table, and eftabliſh the moſt oppreſſive and 


7 


arbitrary deſpotiſm that ever curſed a country. Mr. Adan 
then ſaid, he thanked God there was a great difference be- 
tweeh thoſe times and theſe ; that ehcroachmeunts on the li- 
herties of mankind, induced the greateſt and moſt virtuouy 
to ſeek redreſs, while at preſent the. liberties of the people 
remained. unimpaired. But he ſaid, all attempts to appeal to 
the- people, were dangerous. That he never heard of, or 


ever ſaw an intention of making uſe of that dangerous in- 


ſtrument, without recollecting the emphatic words of an il- 
lüſtrious author, who wrote about the period of which he 
had been ſpeaking. Jn deſcribing youth he fays, © youth 


'Eraſþs wore than jt can hold, ſtirs more than it can quitt, 
and, flies to the end without conſidering the means.” 
e wilhed thoſe who appealed to people, and made 


them the inſtrument of reformation and change, might not 
graſp more than they can hold, ſtir more than they can quiet, 
ly. to the end without conſidering the means. He then 
he begged leave to recal the Houſe to what might be 
8 more immediately the queſtion before them, though 
be © not but confider all dun he had ſaid as re v= 
edunected with the queſtion; becauſe that queſtion conta 
it every thing that might happen, all the conſequences that 
ight follow. the intended plans of Thnovation, However, 
{cr Rating ſhortly whit he conceired to be a neceſſary con- 
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clufion from carry ing the queſtion, he would fit down, ſin- 
cerely thanking the: ſe for their kind attention. 
What he had to ſtate was this, that the preſegt motion, 
if carried, implied that Parliament muſt agree to whatever 
ſhould be ſet forth in petitions as — to be done. 
That without ſuppoſing Parliament was to do ſo, the mo- 
tion was unneceſſary and nugatory; therefore Parliament 
muſt be ſuppoſed by implication to be obliged to redreſs what 
are, or What are called; abuſes, A doctrine ſo ruinous, ſo 
unconſtitutional, that he never could ſubſcribe to it, and 
truſted that the Houſe would not give its aſſent to ſuch a 
principle, by adopting the preſent motion. K& 
had to ſay, with the moſt eloquent exordium, in which 
he deſcribed. the general importance of the times; and, after 
enume rating the various great topics that had come under diſ- 
euſſion ſince he fat in that Houſe, inſiſted, in moſt expreſ- 
live terms, on the ſuperior importance of the motion then 
before the committee, to every other ſubject that had been 
diſcuſſed in the preſent Parliament. He ſaid he was fair to 
own, and he believed his honourahle and learned friend who 
made the motion would agree with him, that what the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt had ſaid reſpecting this 


motion being new, was perfectly founded; he believed there 


was no precedent for it, and that the act of 164 did: not ap- 
ply to it, „but, ſays he, as the circumſtances of the times are 
new, the ſituation of this gouatry is without precedent. The 
miſerable ſtate to which e have been brought by the igno- 
Rance and folly of thoſe who govern the country, dhe in- 
creaſed influence of the crown, the grieyances of the people 
daily increaſing, call for new and unprecedented means of 
redreſs,” The honourable gentleman had deſired his learned 
friend to come forward with his ſyſtem, and 40 unfold the 


extent to which he meant to go in reformation and change. 


Here he deſired the clerk to read the reſolutions which 
being read, he went on.] Haye not the Honſe declared 
the neceſſary akeration already? Did not the reſolution 
come to by 233 gentlemen, prove it to be the ſenſe of 
this Houſe, that the influence of the Crown was too great, 
that ĩt was continuing to encreaſe, and ought to be diminiſh- 


ed * Has not the ſame majority declare that carly means 


muſt be taken to redreſs thole grievances? That thoſe means 
muſt be adequate to the end, no one Ea: donlty It is not 


Kherefore an unknown ſyſtem, but a ſy ſtem founded on che 


A422 daetermina- 


Mr. Fox roſe after Mr. Adam, and ingradacend what he wr. Fox; 
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determination of the committee, and adopted by the Houſe, 


Af the Houſe mean to keep their word with the people, to 
whom they have ſolemnly pledged themfelves to deftroy that 
baneful influence which undermines the liberty of the coun- 
try, the Houſe muſt proceed further. Unlefs they agree to 
the preſent motion, they betray the people, by leaving it in 


- the power of the miniſter, (who ſthews himſelf an enemy 


to the people by his conduct here, and by his directions to 


others in another place, to put a ſtop to one of the means of 


redteſſing the abuſes complained of, by throwing out the co- 
tractors bill), to prorogue or diſſolve the Parliament before 
the means of redreſs are applied. If the motion ſhould paſe, 
though it did not bind the crown, there ſtill remained in 
the executive power the ability to diffolve the Parliament, 
or prorogue the preſent ſeſſion: yet he believed no minifter 
would be ſo raſh or ſo wicked as to adviſe his Majeſty to 
diffolve the Parliament, when that Houſe had addreſſed him 
not to doit, He truſted, there was yet enough of weight 
and of power in that | Houſe, to make good its own reſolu- 
tions, and to carry them into effect; that the reſpe& in which 
the executive power held its advice, was too great to admit 
of a conduct contrary to its wiſhes, properly and humbly 
expreſſed. He then alluded, in the moſt glowing expreſſions of 
rhetorick, to the fituation of the country, and faid, in pretty 
ſtrong terms, that upon the fate of the preſent queſtion,depend- 
ed whether this conſtitution, which had been the glory and 
pride of the world, which the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt had deſcribed with ſuch ability and eloquence, was 
to remain the boaſt of mankind ; or whether Engliſhmen were 
again to fight for their liberties, were again to take the 
field in-oppoſition to arbitrary power; and whether the days 
af anarehy and deſpotiſm, which the honourable gentleman 
had gone over, were to recur, and, after a ſcene as morti- 
fying as that Rruggle had taken place, a reſtoration was 10 
follow upon thoſe abject terms of ſervility and meanne(s, 
whieh was perhaps more diſgraceful to this country than the 
ſcene that preceded it on bringing back Charles II. without 
terms of ſtipulation. | | non 
In ſhorty he ſaid, the queſtion now was, whether the Bri- 
uſh -conftitation, * That beautiful fabric, raiſed by the 
Hteadineſs' of our anceſtors, and cemented by the beſt lood 
of the country !'—Theſe were the old, the trite, but never- 
theleſs they were the beſt words he could uſe on the occaſion, 
they expreſſed moſt perfectly all that could be faid of the 
conſtitution; he could invent none ſo good, he would 9 


1 DEB 'BYA T. E 


fore adopt them, as meeting the feelings of every Engliſhman 


hether that beautiful fabric, raiſed by the ſteadineſs of 
dur anceſtors, and cemented by the beſt blood of our coun- 
ty, was to be maintained in that freedom, in that purity, 
in that perfection, in which thoſe anceſtors had delivered. it 
to vs, and for which that blood had been ſpilt, or whether 
re were to ſubmit to that ſyſtem of deſpotiſm, which had 


many advocates in this country, Which was evidently meant 


to be promoted, to be eſtabliſhed, and to he fixed. He de- 
dared, that during the courſe of what the honourable gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, had ſaid, when he employed his orato- 
ical talents in ſo well defcribing the miſeries of the laſt cen- 
tury, and the unhappy times of Charles 1. a prince whom his 
ſubje&s could not truft, in whom his beft friends and moſt 
fathful miniſters could place no confidence; whoſe charac- 


ter for infincerity and obſtinacy, was his own ruin, and the 


min of his country; Whoſe deceitful conduct betrayed” him 
into every error; whoſe fatal and unconquerable obftinacy 
never allowed him to recede; who purſued unrelentingly the 


the fame fatal ſy ſtem! While the honourable gentleman, he 
fad, was deſcribing that hiſtory, he could not help thinking 


till the very laſt part of his ſpeech, that the honourable 
gentleman meant to vote for the motion, oer; 

Surely the honourable gentleman knew that i that unfor- 
tnate, miſguided monarch, in whoſe character a mixture 


ef obſtinacy and inſincerity was the leading feature, had 


niſely yielded to the juſt grievances of the people, had he 
given, way to the juſt prayers of the petitions, and redreſſed 
tiole abuſes in the carly part of his reign, all that fatal anar- 
ey, all that horrid deſpotiſm, all that dreadful fcene that 
entued, would have been avoided ; and the unfortunate end 
to which that prince brought himſelf, by his obſtinate re- 
kitance to the complaints of his people, and his ſtubborn te- 
foſal to redreſs the grievances that he had cauſed, by his un- 
Wicly. perſiſting in nad levies of money, and by the/arbi- 
tary. proceedings of eccleſiaſtical courts, would have been 
prevented, He expected, therefore, that an | honoytable 
gentleman who had deſcribed fo pathetically, with fo much 
keling and force of expreſſion, thoſe diſaſters, would haye 
concluded. with him in agreeing to the motion, as a means of 
werting thoſe evils of which he ſeemed ſo apprehenſive, He 
lad the honourable gentleman had made an obſervation re- 
ative to the tendency. of the motion, which he did expect 
Would be made, viz. that it ſuppoſed a neceſſity upon the part 
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of the people of England required, abd that that Houſe, 9 
another Houſe of Parliament, by refuſing the bills propaſe 
for the redreſs of thoſe abuſes, would prevent any advantay 
trom the motion being carried. He here ſtated, that the ny 
[tion was to addreſs the King not ,to-prorogue the Seſſion, g 
diſſolve the Parliament, *cill ſome meaſures were taken to 
dreſs the abuſes complained of in the petitions of the pep 

He then aſked, whether the taking of ſome meaſures requi 
ed that. parliament was obliged to do any thing that was in 
proper for parliament to do? Muſt not ſomething be done 

uſt not ſome meaſure be taken to comply with thoſe ye 

titions? And was it not ,neceſlary, if they meant to gm 

tbe, people their juſt requeſts, to keep parliament fitting tj 

ſuch time as that was dane? But it was ſaid, that bills mig 

be refuſed, if not here, in another Houſe. Was it not never 
cheleſs paffible to eſſect the redreſs of ſome abuſes, by mea 
independent of a bill? for inſtabce, was it incompetent to thi 
Houſe to addreſs his Majeſty, to inſtruct his minifters not u 
3 — to a member of parliament? and would it no 

a matter that the executive power ,would.hardiy chuſe t 
deny, upon an.addreſs to that Houſe ? But ſuppoſe it tok 

done by bill—an-, honourable friend of his brought in a bi 
to redreſs the grievance , complained of by revenue officer 
voting for members of parliament ; that bill had been rejed 
ed by the Houſe, Another honourable gentleman had brough 
in a bill. for the-excluſion of placemen, that bill might poſh 

_ bly be rejected; other gentlemen ,who wiſh well to the u 

. duction of influence, might alſo bring in other bills to er 

ſame end; and it was hardly to be ſuppoſed that the mini 

. Rers, with a bought. majority, would reject them all: tit 

grievances of the people would be heard, ought to be, nay mi 

5 4 heafd. He then went on to ſay, that though he did up 

" Tome accounts regret the receſs, which the misfortune of thQſitd': 
Speaker's health had occaſioned, yet there was one thing tg 

made ies happy that it had taken place; it had given him 
opportunity of reviewing calmly and deliberately the preſeii ve 

tuation of the country; it had given him time to conſider 
whether thoſe ſteps, that were meant to be taken, were 

"and proper, and whether.this was the time to propoſe then 

it gave him an opportunity to prepare his opinion upon aud 
| ject of ſuch. magnitude and importance, he had therefore of 
ed himſelf early to the Speaker's eye, for the purpoſe of 
Fering that opinion, without any alluſion to any thing cha 
had been ſaid; but had not been ſo lucky as to be ſeen by bin; 
Fe ſaid bis wiſh had been to avoid the heat and perſons" i; 
which replying to the arguments of others vas very apt to ing 
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ray dim into. If he did not therefore allude any more to the 
muments of the | honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he 
ruled that gentleman would not impute it to diſreſpect for 
bim or his abilities: He knew him to be a man, he reſpected 
his talents, but he wiſhed to keep ſtrictly to opinions which 
he had deliberately confidered, He begged however to allude 
w one thing that had fallen from the honourable gentleman, 
kfore he had done with his reply. The honourable gen- 
deman had talked of teſts to members of Parliament being 
xn WMucconſtitutional, He begged leave to ſay, that tho' they 
had been talked of, they had been adopted but in three pla- 
e Yorkfhire, Middleſex, and the City of Weſtminſter, 
i tere Sir Joſeph Mawbey ſaid, and Surrey, ] Well then four 
nobMplaces have agreed to teſts. But, [continued he] ſuppoſe them 
ev Meeneral: is it remarkable that thoſe, who are going to give 
canWthcir votes for members of parliament, ſhould be deſirous of 
knowing the ſentiments of the perſon they are to ele, upon 
ot ny particular and important ſubject that is to come under 
t nofpuliamentary diſcuſſion? Take the American war for inſtance, 
ſe M will ſerve the purpoſe of illuſtration as well as any other 
ſubje&; ſuppoſe then, a perſon is to give his vote for a mem- 
a biber of Parliament at a general election, and that the great 
cer Wſubjc& of parliamenty diſcuſſion is, whether we ſhould go to 
war with America? Would it be unreaſonable for the eleQor 
ought eodeavour to diſcover, whether the perſon he was to vote 
fer, was for or againſt the American war? a teſt then is only 
ie means to come at the opinion of thoſe we are to chuſe for 
o thaaenmbers of Parliament.“ J 
mini He then went on to the diſcuſſion of the ſubject, as he had 
|: eunßdered it independent of reply, in which he threw out a 
rear variety of matter, both relative to the propriety of the 
Emotion, and the intentions of Miniſters to fruſtrate the 
of taWtdteſs of grievances, and eſtabliſh arbitrary power; and add- 
many obſervations on the means they had taken to vilify 
nim pofition; together with many arguments to induce the 233 
reſeuſ v vote with him. 9 
after The miniſtry themſelves, and their proftitate followers, he 
iid, had ſpared no pains, had ſcrupled at no means to traduce, 
then {namniate, and lower the character of thoſe who oppoſel 
a ſub dem. They had aimed their poiſoned arrows at them *qualty \ 
F public men and private individuals. I] hey had raked in- 
> every part of their .lives'to fd ſome perfonal weakneſs, 
g da order to uſe it as an inftrument of calumny, The follies 
y bin youth and the foibles of age had deen held out to the pub- 
000 s the moſt enormous crimes. Some had been abuſed for - 
to We w tich, others for-deing'tos poor. Even thetadiferss 
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tons of ſome had been folemnty brought forward againſt all 
as ſerious aceuſations. Nor hack tts taſk been undertaken 
by the loweſt of che tribe of abuſers: gave und diſtinguiſped 
characters, men elevated in ram and erated in” ſtation; 
men in high effice had barangued a great Aſſernibiy, one of 
me higheſt aſſomblies in the kingdom, e theſe indiſcretiom. 
The Earl of Hülſporough bad done this! The Earl ef 
"Billſboroughy who had reprobateq the conduit of che Houſe 
6f Commons- on the moſt importaſſt occaſion, and "wh, 
hen perhaps the Houſe of Commons moſt deſerved the ap- 
plauſe and gratitude of the people at large, had deemed that 
conduct the phrenzy of virtue, and virtue run mad); had 
contraſted à public miſchief with a private vice, aud 
had fer up the gaming of individuals with their own fortune, 
7 the gaming of public men with the public put. 
e was as ready as any man to own that gaming was a vice, 
Dot ſurely he had a right to ſay, it was a vice countenanced 
*y the faſhion of the times, a vice into which ſome of the 
13 characters had given, in the early part of their lives; 
And a vice which carried with it its own puniſhment, and en- 
*raited a curſe upon thoſe who were addicted to it. As pub- 
He men, he ſaid,” oppoſition had been firſt deemed a faction, 
and had been defcribed as a faction of the moſt obnoxious 
Kind; a faction who were enemies to the welfare of their 
country? At one time they were called Americans, at an- 
ther time Frenchmen, at another time Spaniards, and now 
che ” phraſewwas, that they were Dutchmen. In ſhort they 
were at all times any thing but Engliſum enn 
Having delivered the above in a moſt animated ſtile cf 
oratory, he. declared; that he had been eleven years a mem- 
Her of Parliament, and he had lived to ſee all thoſe pri- 
GHplesthat'he had been taught by the men who undertook t0 
inſttuct him in his early youth, when he was yet to learn 
the duties of à member of Parliament, overturned and cos 
kradifted; When he came into that Houſe, the boble Lon 
in the blue ribbon taught him to conſider the privileges of 


SFr rs  YTCqRURRLU____Y III Te 


the Houſe of Commons as the firſt and moſt neceſſary pat db 
of the conſtitution. The noble Lord had told him, cha wth 
Houſe was the palladium of Britiſh liberty; „there it vn P01 
that the rights of the people were to he ſupportedy and dt * 
privileges of the · Houſe o Commons were to be maintained] Lag 
and to be kept up, becauſd it Ws in that Houſe that ht * 


liberties of the pepple of Eügland were do be preſerved: 
Good Godj/ how had the noble Lord kept to that principle op 
how baſely had he deſerted*that ground, and left the privi: Wl 


legs 1) 
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af the Houſe to be trampled upon! How was the doc- 
und changed with reſpect to the other Houſe of Parlia- 
ment-d+It; was not many years ſince that Houſe had ſolemuly 
yoted/1t ĩmproper for them to take into conſideration any 
thing rolatine to the right of a ſeat of a member of the 
Hauſe af Commons. had they changed their con- 
lust and opinion by the rejection of a bill that related 
che members of the Houſe of Commons alone? And if 
be to judge from the proteſt of the Lords, and he 
conceived, he was intitled to judge from that proteſt, 
the Lords had rejected the bill upon reaſons the moſt 
futile, the moſt ill-founded, that could well be imagined : 
but. did not every part of that buſineſs ſhew that mi- 
niſterial influence had interfered, that the noble Lord in 
be blue ribbon had rejected that bill contrary to the ſenſe 
ofthe majority of hereditary and independent peers, and that 
lg rejection had been carried by the Scotch Lords and the 
bench of bifhops ? Gentlemen argued about the right of 
the Houſe of Lords: they had a right, but would it be 
permitted, would it be allowed by that Houſe ? Would the 
other Houſe dare to counteract the wiſhes of the people 
in matters/6n which they themſelves had no concern? 
ld the vote of the 6th of April, that glorious vote, which 
elabliſhed- a foundation for the liberty of this country, 
wuld not be carried into execution without agreeing tothe pre- 
ſent motion ! He therefore argued, that the 233 gentlemen 
who had voted that the influence of the crown was too 
great, that it ought to be diminiſhed,” and that ta 
neans muſt be taken to diminiſh it, muſt adopt the p | 
ation as the only means of carrying any ms into execu- 
wn, For what was the ſituation of thoſe gentlemen and of 
tat Houſe ? They bad pledged themſelves in the moſt 
5 manner to redreſs the . complained of in 
de petitious of the people of England. Like the caſe. of 
u Individual, who enters into a bond to pay à ſum of 
nobey, or incurs a penalty, they had ſolemnly entered into 
band with the people of England, to reduce the undug 
ne of the crown, and to deſtroy that enotmous over- 
donn cortuption 3 and the penalty, in caſe of non; perfor- 
ance, was a forfeiture. of the affections of the people of 
Iagland. That moſt dreadful calamity, that moſt melan - 
ly. circumftance that could attend a Houſe of Commons, 
Well of the aFeQions of thoſe for whoſe advantage wy 
e-xboſe happineſs they were choſen, would be-the 
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fatal conſequenee of not ſulſilling the conditions of the bond 
igto which they had entered 4; ſaid he, iti is ĩmpoſſible 
that this can take place. — M ita & prevalchit. 
The truth of what chat Houſe had determined the i 
manner in which they had —— — 

conſequently dangeraus, 'muſt prevail over every attempt 19 
cortope ; 2 thoſe who had ſolemnly bound themſelves to 
erb the grie vances complained n end, 

overcome the purchaſed vates of a miniſter! i 
He anſwered the objections made to the motion, on tbe 
ground that it tended to an infringement on the King's 
ive, by ſhewing, that ſo far from aſfuming any 


. derogatory to at prerogative, // it fully: -acknow- 
ged it; and in reply to the argument urged againſt the 
motion, on che idea — Parliament might, if the mo- 
tion was carried, continue fitting for two years t 
he ſaid thoſe fears were groundleſs and abſurd, for that Par 
Hament would die à natural death in October 781 and 25 
the - motion only propoſed that the Houſe ſhould ſit, „ will 
| meaſures were taken, to diminiſh the influence of 
*cromn; and correct the other abuſes complained of in 
the — 7 of the people; it was in the power of the 
4 to put an end to the ſcfhons whenever at pleaſed, 
. — heartily and -fincerely diſpoſed to liſten to the voice 
: -a' very ſhort time would ſuſkce ne affecting 
K alt Kit was-neceſlary. oF 
There was an old precept, he Grice: which in one ſenſ 
Vas profoundly wife and admirable, but in that in which-ad- 
- mithſtration. praiſcs _ he deteſted ——_ moſt deſtructive 
and wicked principle of government. the te ſenſe, 
In that in wireh he could explain it, he — 
b it as ohne of the beſt maxims that could direct the 
eomddct of mankind, Divide &: impera, in the common ac- 
—— of the words, and as thoſe who adviſed his Majelty 
thom, was the miſcrable principle to which be 
baek * the 3 calamities 25 this unfortu- 
te reigm It was to that diabolical prin of divide ans 
mw er; as ptactiſed, not againſt the — the friends 
orf — that. had produced our, preſent ſituatios, 


deſeribedc a ruinous war, à bankrupt_treaſury, and an im- 
-" paired canſtitution! But as he- would explain it, it was © 
I neiple chat would eſtabliſh freedom, maintain the con- 
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ride" the good from the bad; to ſeparate thoſe who loved the 
cht tut jon from thoſe who: abuſed it, to divide the uncor- 
rapted and the virtudus from the bought and corrupted, 
o divide thoſe ha loved freedom, from thoſe who 
viſneck che eſtabliſiment of deſpotiſm; ſuch à diviſion, 
forming an union of the great and good, would lay the 
foundation for all thoſe reformations that yyere neceſſary to 
reſtore'the' freedom of an impaired conſtitution. But that 
the wicked ſyſtem of thoſe, a ſyſtem as weak as it is wicked, 
who had divided every other part of the empire, and now 
wiſned the diviſion of the people of England, in order to 
maintain that fatal power which had curſed this country, 
ind reduced ĩt to its preſent melancholy ſituation, was to be 
with ſtood. He truſted, therefore, that two hundred and 
thirty-three honeſt and unbought men would not allow 
themſelves upon this occaſion to be operated upon by that 
weak and wicked maxim, but that pledged as they were to 
the people, they would fulfill every engagement they had 
brought themfelves under. He interſperſed theſe obſetya- 
tions with frequent replies to Mr. Adam, particularly upon 
the argument that he made uſe of to ſhew, that the nega- 
living the preſent queſtion did not infer a neceſſity of adopt - 
ing the meaſure of immediate diſſolution or prorogation. 
This he anſwered by ſaying, that it did however leave an ad- 
miaiſtration, hoſtile in every point to the petitions of the 
people, with the power of prorogation and diſſolution in 
their hands, if they chofe to make uſe of it. He likewiſe 
made ſome obſervations upon annual Parliaments and en- 


ereaſed repreſentation, not ſupporting them, though at the 


ſame time not condemning them, but rather ſtating that the 
U motion was unconnected with that conſideration. 

e then went again into the doctrine of the populatity and 
unpopularity! of oppoſitĩon; he reprobated the attempts of 
winifters to abuſe ther by means of the preſs, and thanked 


God they had overcome all their calumnies, and were now 


ds popular as their enemies wiſhed them the reverſe,. He 


"kid; with reſpect to the American buſiueſe, he rather be- 


lered that they had not acted at firſt altogether agreeably 
to the popular opinion ; but if they were on that ground an 
vupopular oppotition, he gloried in the eirt umſtance, if he 


confidered it as a party man, bot he regretted it as an 
Engliſhman, Had not every event proved, bad not the 
conviction of that Houte, had not the conviction of that 
tountry, and the * OI preſent 
. | 
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wha jad, ven yt pe formerly contended 
e ugh unpopular, they were rightin all their 


51 595 wy — of oppoſitjon therefore was the diſ- 
grace and Fes ruin f Great Britain 3 points which every 


true Engliſhman, muſt regard with horror, and in wboſe eyes 


ideas of popularity muſt appear inſigaificant, and rrifhng 


a . u en ſeriouſly compared. This ground he labourcd 
_ uſual vehemence and ability, and concluded for the 
motion, as being ſo material for the great object the Houſe 
hagꝗ pledged, itſelf to, that he ene not bring himſelf to d. 
„ Ude that ĩt would be refuſed. 5 « 
The Le- ; The Lord Auscaie oppoſed — nM with. his uſual is 1n- 
Le. genuity, and defended the Houſe of Lords with great firm- 
nels, He deemed the contractor's bill a ridiculous bill, 
Wu in merely to court popularity, and with a view t 
favour with the mob. [ Here he was called to ordet by 
Fir. Townſhend. ] He roſe again, and ſaid he could not 
but think it a little unfair to be debarred from ſpeaking of 
a mere abortion with ſome little freedom, when he, from 
day to day, heard acts of the legiſlature, acts now in full 
force, reptobated without mercy. He ſaw no reaſon why 
the ſtrangled. child ſhould be more gently handled, than the 
maturer offspring of the tegiſlature, He paid the higheſt 
compliments to the lord chancellor, for 15 conduct fe- 
ſpecting the bill, declaring that it well became a man of his 
manly mind, of his majeſtic ſoul, of his ſolid judgment 
and excellent underſtanding, to aQt exactly as he had done 
reſped ing it. That noble and learned Lord, he was, ſure, 
would always treat nonſenſe ſo whenever it came into hi 
hands. He would neither court one fide. nor the other, 
neither, dread popular reſentment, nor be influenced 5 
winiſterial L faxour,. but would walk, ſtrait. forward and do his 
duty. as became a Brie peer, in Parliament. He reprobatet 
the; motion, which he ludicrouſly termed a Recruiting 
officer ſent out by oppoſition to beat up for by 790 
ehliſt motions!” ,.. 
General _ General Canzyay, on the other. hand, Gopported the onto 
Comvay. very Vwarmly. 


1 Mr. Charteris faid a few — againſt ; if: 155d plu i mil 
Lord Genge 1 (George: Germain, ſpoke. againſt the Matin as 5 

mode. of interfering with the prerogative of the cron, 
neither warranted by proof of its * — neceſſary, nor ſup- 
ported on any grounds of good argument. His Lordihip 
esc che conduct of the jothes auic, and quoted, * 


Ger maine. 
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cal in point, to their eocduct reſpecting the contractors“ 
ul, a peerage bill ſeit" down by them to the Commons, 
which the Commons rejected as an attempt to alter the con“ 
fiturion;' which they at the time declared the Lords had no 
igt to meddle with. His Lordſhip argued upon found 
pnciples reſpectiag the rights of the Commons, 8 
in power over — purſe of the people as fufficient to anſwel 

very end the Commons were confututionally meant to have 
it their will and pleaſure. | 

Colonel Barre made an animated reply, ſtating two er- ca. Barre. 
tracts, the one from the Parliament roll of Edward III. in 
which that prince called Parliament expreſsly to hear and 
redreſs the grievances of the people, and for no other pur- 
poſe, The Colonel faid he took his extra from Lord 
domers's remark on the Fe which remark he read to 
the Houſe + the amount of it was, the learned Lord's; 
&daration, that the paſſage ſtruck him ſo forcibly, that he 
wiſhed it poſſible to have had it tranſcribed with a fun- beam! 

The other extract the Colonel read, was from an old Latin 
book, entitled De Tenendo Pa; liamentos; ; and ſtated that if 4 
King /diflolved or prorogued his Parliament while one periribix' 
of the people, complaintag of grievances, remained unres 
deſſed, that King was perjured. * 

The Secretary at Har made a ſhort ſpeech EIn the Secretory & 

eſtion. 

N a quarter paſt cleyen the Houſe divided apa it, let. , 
4 numbers were | | 
Ayes ' = 203 Noes „ YI re 

As ſoon as the members were told into the Houſe, ſeveral 
gentlemen repaired to the table, to ſettle the orders relative to 
their reſpective propoſitions before the Houſe; among the reſt 
Mr, Denning moved, that the committee of the Whole 
Houſe, to take the county and other petitions into conſidera- 
ton, de deferred till that day ſe nnight; and Mr. Borke, 
that the committee on the civil lift bill be deferred till Fra? 11 
next, The Houſe began to thin apace, particularly from th 
oppoſition ſide; when Mr. Fox faid he had a few words to fay, Mr. Fes... 
which he wiſhed that ſome of the gentlemen who acted with | 
lum ſhould hear before they went away. 

He ſaid; the call of the Houſe, which ſtood᷑ for that day, 
ud which he promiſed to have ftrialy enforced, would, he 
believed, be better poſtponed, as numbers had quitted the 
Houſe, forgetting that' their 'preſence was debeff ty while 


licir names were calling oyer. He had reſolved, in his own 
mind, 
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mind, to move the order of the oy 64 ſhould his learned 
friend's motion be negatived ; but as he underſtood that bis 
learned friend had moved to have the committee on the peyj. 
tions deferred till Monday next, he thought it better to make 
ane further trial, as well out of reſpect of his learned friend 
and ſome other gentlemen who had taken an active part in 
the petitions, as to give thoſe gentlemen who ſeparated their 
friends on the queſtion juſt decided, an opportunity of fully 
and inequivocally declaring their real ſentiments; for he 
could not believe that it was poſſible for the majority of thoſe 
who ſupported the reſolutions of the '6th of April, no ſuſ- 
ficient cauſe, nor colour or ſhadow of apology intervening, 
to deſert and reprobate the principles which they maintained 
on that ever -memorable night. He was proceeding, but 
doring the whole time he was on his legs there prevailed : 
ſhameful diſorder in the Houſe, great numbers ſtanding and 
talking on the floor, and about the table. | 

Sir Thomas Sir Thomas Frankland during this confufion called frequent- 

Frankland. ly to order, as did likewiſe the Speaker, but to little or no 

effect. At length Sir Thomas called on the cliair to exerciſe 
its authority, and if poffible to reſtore order. 

These. he Speater then called on every ſide of the Houſe with 
great vehemence ; commanded the Serjeant to clear the bar, 
and defired and inſiſted that gentlemen might take their 

places. | in | 

Sir * Sir Thomas Frankland then roſe, and thanked the Speaker 

Franklang. for his interpoſition; took notice of the improper conduct of 
the members, who after repeated admonitions endeavoured to 
throw every thing into confuſion ; and ſaid, that it was cruel 

and unworthy treatment to the Speaker, who being in an m- 
diſterent ſtate of health, and who muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
much exhauſted after ſo long a debate, in ſo full an Houle, to 
oblige him under ſuch circumſtances to exert himſelf in the 
manner he had been compelled to do. He then proceeded to 
make ſome obſervations on the probable conſequences of the 
vote given that night; talked of the diſtreſſed Rate of the 
eountry in general, the fall in the value of lands, fall of rents, 
heavy taxes, arid encreafing burdens, and the general diſcon- 
tetits which prevailed in every part of the country, partict- 
:Jarty the county in which he lived (Vork) in — of 
© thoſe various and intalerable evils; affirming, he moſt ſin 
cereĩy believed, that if ſomething was not done by that Houle 
to abett them, and give the petitioners and people at laſß 
. ſome ſatis faction, thoſe aggrieved would ſeek ene * 
5. 2 2 
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er own efforts, and po longer look up to that Houſe for 
rned Wits. 1b | wh 7 5175 53 270M ＋ Dent: 
to Oder was not yer reſtored ; at length Mr. Fox roſe, and Mr. Fx. 
PV Wl te members taking their places, as he entreated an hearing 
nake BY © (id, ſince he had-firft fat in that Houſe he never felt him- 
iced il Af ſo hört, mortified, and filled with indignant reſentment, 
rt in s chat night; ſo much fo, but for the circumſtance already 
their i Auoded to; relative to his learned friend, and his ad; roieg 
der the committee, he, for one, was determined, © 1 far as 
rated to himſelf, to adjourn over the buſineſs of the preſent 
fon, and never more enter that Houſe, fo long as the ma- 
ofity- entertained ſimilar ſentiments to thoſe they apparently 
enbraced by the vote they gave this night. It was a ſcanda- 
loud, treacherons, and disgraceful vote [called to order by 
the treaſury bench. } He did not mean to fay that it was 
ſcandalous or diſgraceful in thoſe who oppoſed the vote of 
the bth of April to oppoſe the addreſs moved by his learned 
friend ; on the contrary, he thought they acted conirſtently, 
like men. Moſt clearly thoſe two hundred and fifteen to 
temen who declared their opinions that the influence of the 
crown was not increaſed; and ought not to be dunmiſhed, had 
purſued an open, direct, and conſi ſtent conduct; they differed 
vith i from him; be was ſorry for it; but they differed from him 
bar, BW upon principle. They declared roundly and expreſſſy what 
heir they thought upon the ſubject; and they would have been 
guilty of the moſt ſhameful verfatility if they abandoned that 
ker principle which they had ſo recently avowed. But who ond , 
of contemplate, but with a mixture of indignation and furprize, .-. :--; 
to che conduct of another ſet of men in that Houſe, Who on dhe 
ruel I ſme night reſolved that the influence of the crown was en- 
in- creaſed, and ought to be diminiſhed, and that the grisyances 
> be aun complaints of the people ought to be redreſſad; and who 
to (pledged thernſelves to that Houſe, to the nation, to their con- 
the WI Auuents, to the people at large, to each other, and to them- 
to ſaers, that it was their duty to redreſs the grievances com- 
the Wl plained of; but who on the only two occaſions that offered, 
the Wl "ſhamefully: fled from that ſolemn engagement, by rejecting 
nts, the means propoſed ! It was ſhameful, it was baſe, it was un- 
on- manly; it Was treacherous. Ihe gentlemen he meant fur- 
cu- 0 him; they fat at his fide of the Houſe ; he was ſorxy 
offer it. They were thoſe; who vated with him on the 6th of 
in- April, and who voted with the miniſter, that night. No man 
ule BY deld thoſe who were at the devotion of Denn 
e entempt than, he did; they were ſlaves of the worſt kind, 
n becauſe. they ſold themſelves; yet, baſe as the tenure of vie 
EIT * | p N 
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Places was, had one virtue to pride themſelves on, that 
of 3 2 and er 5 Lo all acl ade de. 
merits not added the abfurdity treac of one 
day reſolving an opinion to be true, and the next of Jaring 
it to be à falſh They had not taken in their patron, or 
their friends, with falſe hopes, and deluſtve promiſes. What. 
ever their motives or ſentiments might be, they had adhered 
to them, and ſo far as that went their conduct was entitled 
to his approbation. He could forgive the man he ſaw voting 
regularly with the miniſter, through thick and thin, ppon 
every ion; he could behold him, in his ſervile ſtate, with 
pity ; he could forgive him for cringin s and bowing at the 
levee of the prince or the minifter, without exciting in his 
breaſt any other ſentiment; but on the other when 
he the conduct 3 3 different prin- 
8 ſupporting a miniſter w irly, he would 
= — and denied — — of the 
crown was encreaſed, and ought to be diminiſhed, it filled 
him with horror. What breaſt but muſt be filled with the 
warmeſt reſentment, and the keeneſt contempt, to ſee thoſe 
who that the complaints of the people ought to be 
that the influence of the crown had encreaſed; who 

had pledged themſelves that they would reduce one, and re- 
move the cauſe of the other, vote in a majority with thoſe 
who denied that either exiſted, and that the petitions were on- 
- by: fabricated by faction, and ought not to be attended to. 
was at a loſs for words by which he could give vent to 
what he felt on the occaſion. Why had not thoſe who voted 
on the th of April in the majority, explained themſelves? 
If-they approved of the general tendency of the reſolutions, 
why had-they -not propoſed ſome effe&ive meaſures ? Why 
had not they ibed the fabric they meant to raiſe, or 
which they wiſhed to have erected on that baſis? Why had 
not they, when propoſitions were moved, which they could 
not approve of, manfully ſtand forth in ſupport of their own 
ſentiments, and declare to thoſe who united in opinion yr 
the general declarations contained in the reſolutions, then 
moved and carried? We agree with you, reſpecting the 
ground-work, but by the propofitions you would raiſe upon 
it, we differ totally with you. We meant 75, and not that; 
we will agree with you in ſuch and ſuch meaſures, but we 
muſt diſſent from thoſe you now offer. I his, in his appre- 
henſion, would have exculpated them from all blame; would 


have gleanly wiped away all ſuſpicion. A difference of 
r e 
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opinion n isht ariſe, but it would be ſuch a differetice as was | 


reeable to that liberty of aſſent and diſſent every man was 
Filed te, hoſe opinion could be deemed. free. But, to 
dee te certain general propoſitions, to refuſe to propoſe any 
a ones, Or agree to thoſe offered, was a paradox, he 
believed, . in party and politics. It was taking in their 
nends, He was taken in, deluded, and impoſed on. [A 
loud laugh from the oppoſite benches.] He acknowleged 
it; for, in his conſcience, he thought the aſſiſtance of fach 
nen did more harm than good. It led to lull the nation 
into a dangerous ſecurity, to impoſe on the petitioners, and, in 
* pread through the nation every ſpecies of popular 
delunon. N © ae I | 
He thought it his duty, while on his legs, to declare, that 
the defection which he had alluded to originated chiefly 
among the county members, many of them of great weight 
nd reſpec̃t; but however high they might ſtand in the eſti- 


mation of their, friends in their counties, or that Houſe, he 


ſhould ever judge of men by their conduct, and not by their 
proſeſſions. He' doubted not but they had their reaſons for 


ioting contrary on one day to what they reſolved the pre- 


ceding, The laſt vote, moſt probably, was agreeable to 
their. real ſentiments ; the vote of the 6th of April was to 
anſwer ends merely perſonal, We were at the eve of a ge- 
neral election; the gentlemen alluded to would ſoon go down 


to their conſtituents » the firſt and moſt natural queſtion 
would be, What have you done in conſequence" of our peti- 
tions? Is the influence of the crown diminifhed > What re- 
refs have you procured for us? Has a more” ceconomical 


expenditure of the public money been determined u 
ad adopted? Have our burdens been lighte | 
uſeleſs and fine-cure places aboliſhed > And have you eſta- 


blſhed a xefarm in the expences of the King's houſhold? 


No: but lock at the reſolutions of the 6th of April; you” 
will there find chat I and my colleague have voted, that the 


influence of the crown has increaſed and ought to be di- 


miniſed 3 you will find it likewiſe teſolved, on the fame”: 


lay; by me and 232 other friends of their country, that it 


"as our duty to redreſs the grievances ſtated in the peti - 


tions, He truſted, however, that ſuch groſs tergiverſation 
would never paſs without detection, nor fail to be followed 


by the indignant contempt with which it deſerved to be 
eated, He did not yet deipair but the people would not only 


cagtipue to ſee their own jntereſt, which they had already 


Yor: XVII. Ccce done 


ned? Are all” 
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done, but that they would beſides know how to .diſtinguiſh 
between their open friends and foes; and learn to difeover their 
worſt of enemies, their concealed ones. From their open 
ones they had nothing to fear or hope: by their fetret and de- 
termined enemies they might be deceived ; they had been of- 
ten betrayed by them; but he hoped they would not be able 
to do it now; by votes which meant nothing if not followed 
up by efficient meaſures, and worſe than nothing, when thus 
ſhamefully-abandoned almoſt in the very inſtant in which 
they wel ie. nit 3 ee w e eee 
For his part, he was determined, after Monday night next, 
to abſent himſelf from that Houſe?! He would make one trial, 
one effort more, in expectation that thoſe who had deſerted 
their principles would endeavour to retrieve their public cha- 
racter. If that laſt effort ſhould miſcarry, he would then 
know what to do; he would exert himſelf without theſe 
wells, as he had continued to do within them, as long as he 
expected that any benefit could be derived from it. He pre- 
ſumed his learned friend would propoſe fome meaſure which 
would come in the form of an ultimate teſt; for his part, he 
ſhouJd; propoſe none himſelf, though he would ſupport any 
which might be propoſed, to the beft of his abilities. If this 
laſt trial ſhouid meet with a fimilar fate to that of his learned 
friend's motion that night,, he would quit that Houſe, and 
leave miniſters reſponſible for the conſequences. [A' great 
ery of Hear I hear I] He was perſuaded that the gentlemen 
who cried out ſo vociterouſly in the exultation of victory, Hear! 
hear would be very glad of it; but he begged leave to aſſure 
thoſe: gentlemen, that not one of them wiſhed more ſincerely 
ſor ſuch an emancipation from a fruitleſs attendance there than 
he did. If theſe gentlemen however imagined that his future 
conduct would be directed to meaſures promotive of public con- 
fuſton, they were very much miſtaken; the people had reſources 
ſtiſ l left; they were furniſhed by the conftitution. A general 
election was approaching, and then the people, by the choice 
they migbt make, would have it in their power to obtain that 
redreſa, by ſending only ſuch repreſentatives to Parliament as 
- entertained ſentiments congenial to their own, There would 
; be;no.accafion. for armed committees or warlike aſſociations. 
The conſtitution was not ſo imperfe& as to compel men to 
; take arms in ſupport and defence of their rights ; the "means 
which a al election gave them were ſtrictly conſonant to 
peace and good order ; and if thoſe means were reſorted to, 
and judiciouſly and firmly exerted, he did not deſpair ; on 
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give that redreſs to the complaints of the people which every 


good and independent man, wiſhed for, and which it would 
not be in the power of the influence of the crown to defeat 
or prevent. | | 


Lord. North faid, he was never more ſurpri ſed, ſince he was Lord North, 


acquainted with Parliament, than at hearing the language 

hich, fell from the honourable gentleman, who had juſt ſat 
own. He thought it incumbent upon him, more than once, 
to have called him to order in the courſe of his ſpeech ;: but 
he declined to do it, as it might be productive oß altereation, 
which was by no means deſireable at ſo late an hour of the 


night. [Baſe ! ſcandalous! diſgraceful ! and treacherous ! 


were epithets which ought not to have been permitted to'be 
applied to any member in that Houſe, much leſs to a majority 
of that Houſe, or any, number of perſons included in that 
majority, which the honourable gentleman had endeavoured 
to deſcribe, without a poſſibility of the perſons alluded to 
being miſtaken or unknown; namely, ſuch. gentlemen as had 
yoted in a majority with the honourable member on a former 
occaſion, and who had left him in a minority this night. It 
was ſuch language as no provocation could juſtify, It was 
indecent, unparliamentary, and improper. It was an invec- 
tive, not a ſpeech ; and was in one part pointed againſt a ſet 
of men as reſpectable as any in that Houſe, no matter on 
which ſide, It was diſorderly, becauſe no words or expreſ- 
ſions uſed there ought to be permitted, but what would paſs 
current among any other ſociety of gentlemen ; that, he pre- 
ſumed, was one of the fixed principles of order in that Houſe, 
and in every other popular aſſembly, The honourable gen- 
man happened to be in a minority one night, and in a majori- 
ty on another. The, honourable gentleman ſeemed tobe 
diſpleaſed ; he was ſo uſed to vote in a minority, that he ſeems 
quite offended that he was enabled to vote at any time in a ma- 
jority, if that majority was not always ſecured to him. This 
was rather unreaſonable. - He dared. to ſay that he was as 
much accuſtomed to vote in a majority as the honourable gen- 
tleman ; yet, on the patticulat night alluded to he — 


ed to ſubmit. It was his fortune to be left on that night in 


2 very confiderable minority; yet be did not think himſelf 
ruſtified in riſing immediately, and, in the anguiſh of defeat 
and diſappointment, accuſing thoſe. who had —— be- 
fore. voted with him, with baſeneſs, treachery, verſatility; and 
other improper motives. He would therefore recommend to 
the honourable gentleman not to be ſo raſh» or haſty, but tather 
ta giye him credit for one part of his conduct, which he was 
_ Ceccea perſuaded 
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erſuaded would be worthy of the honourable gentleman's WM 4 
imitation; not to deſpair, 'but'rather' ho „that upon ſome 75 
future day he might again vote in à majority, i 

The honourable gentleman, with his at ability and fer- 
tile imagination, drew concluſions, in his opinion, which thy Jeed 
vote of that night by no means warranted. The honoura- pen! 
ble gentleman preſumed, that becauſe the Houſe refuſed to Mie; 
addreſs his Majeſty not to prorogue Parliament, or diſſolve it, 


2 ** : | here 
but to prolong its duration to an tndeffnite period, and for ng * 
definite purpoſe, at leaſt expreſſed in the motion; that conſe- Wi,z ; 
quently the petitioners were to have no redrefs, In his ap. Wh) 


3 the ground of the motion had no other ſupport Mot +1 
ut a ſuſpicion, that either one or the'other of thoſe meaſures 

were then actually in contemplation, and were meant, at an rene. 
improper time, and in an-improper manner, to be carried into iſs}. 
execution. Bare ſuſpicion, or ſurmiſe, was no ground for ject 
propoſing any meaſure in that Houſe. It ſhould be a proba- WMi.6: 
ble ſurmiſe, a probable ſuſpicion, that ought to operate upan 


1 men 
the proceedings or reſolutions of that Houſe. Was any thing gen 
like it either ſuggeſted in the motion itſelf, as it ſtood on the fon 


paper, or in argument, that any ſud len or premature proroga- 
tion or diſſolution of Parliament was about to take place! i... 
He did no: recollect that any ſuch ſuggeſtion was urged. He Wh. 
heard a great deal of looſe affertion, of predicted fears and 
general apprehenſions, but not a ſyllable which ſtamped upon Ide. 
them the leaſt colour or ſhadow of weight or authority. it f« 
If there was no proof of the affirmative, how did the nega- Nees 
tive given to the learned gentleman's motion ſtand ſupported? 
Upon every fair ground of probability, * 
He would, in the firſt inftance, ſpeak from his own know- 
ledge, that he knew nothing which would prevent the pre- Nat 
ſent ſeſſion from ſitting a reaſonable time, There was a great Mont 
deal of buſineſs before the Houſe. There was in pariculat 
the tax bills; there were beſides other meaſures before the Nit 
Houſe, which he preſumed, notwithſtanding the honourable Who, 
gentleman's declared reſolution of abſenting Fimſelk from that le; 
Houſe, would undergo a conſiderable deal of diſcuſſion, and Nen 
of courſe of time, before they could be properly diſpoſed of 
In his opinion, therefore, inſtead of any fair or probable caule 
of ſuſpecting, that it was the intention of the King's conf- re 
dential ſervants, to put an immature period to the preſent ſel- 
Bon, every. probability lay the other way: firſt, that there 
was buſineſs which muſt be finiſhed before the Houle roſe; 
ſecondly, that that buſineſs would take up more time than 
could in any ſenſe prevent the full and ſober diſcuſſion of 2 


* queſtion 


queſtions relative to the petitians on the table, or other bufi- 
xls, in which the iatereſt, of the public might be concerned. 
Another part, of the honourable gentleman's ſpeech ſeemed 
to him th be founded upon a very extraordinary concluſion in- 
deed ! It ſuppoſed, that the negative given to the honourable 
gentle man's motion amounted: ſubſtantially to a negative to 
the Whole of the prayers of the petitions; that their fate was 
thereby, decided, and that the Houſe had determined to deny 
the petitioners every ſpecies of relief. This, to him, appear» 
eda very extravagant mode of arguing, and totally irreconci- 
able to common ſenſe, and the knowledge and experience 
of the Houſe. He would in the firſt place obſerve, that no 
one meaſure whatever had been either negatived, or by infe- 
rence diſpoſed of, by the vote of that night. The motion 
ſited, recommended no ſpecific meaſure relative to the ſub- 
jet matter contained in the petitions. It only expreſſed a 
fire, that his Majeſty would not diſſolve or prorogue Parlia- 
ment, till the petitioners had redreſs ; but remained totally 
ent as to the mode of redreſs ; and had, with ſeeming de- 


he hen, declined to ſtate any effective meaſure whatever. But 
xp ſeppoling, what was not the caſe, that ſome meaſure had 
bern propoſed, and had been diſapproved of; or ſuppoſing, 
He vat ao man could venture to ſay, tnat whatever the learned 
nd gentleman, or any other honourable member might move in 
00 de committee on Monday next, would be negatived; would 
t follow trom thence, by negativing the other, as one had 
17 been Itead v negatived, that ſuch an event would amount to a 


pegative ot the prayers of the ſeveral petitions? He could by no 
means th.nk ſo. I] he reſolutions of the 6th of April, how much 
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ever he diſapproyed of them, ſtill remained on the Journals, 

fe. the ſenſe of that Houſe; other meaſures might be propoſed 
eat en them; but even if there ſhould not, there were ſeveral bills 
lat Wbefore the Houſe, There was the bill for conſtituting a com- g | 
tde Wriion of accounts; there was a bill, brought in by an ho- 

ble Npourable gentleman, part of which he bighly approved; there 
» were two or three other bills, brought in by honourable 


gentlemen, all formed upon the petitions. - Such being the. 
le, he muſt ſay, that the honourable gentleman was not war- 
ated in affirming, that, becauſe every thing which he or his 
nends ent think proper to propoſe, was not agreed to, 8 
dat therefore nothing was meant to be done, but that the * 
payers of the petitions were to be defeated in the groſs. 
He could hardly ſuſpect the honourable gentleman's abili- 
ie, he muſt therefore impute it to his total miſapprehenfion, 
r ſome other cauſe, for itappeared to him a very abſurd on” | 
0 
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ſel· 


ſe; 


Mr. De- 


*. 


try. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had talked of th 


preſumed they would be ſo adopted; if to be rejected, t 
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of reaſoning, that becauſe every propoſition, made in conſe 
quence of the petitions, was not adopted, that it was there 
fore determined to reject all. If the honourable gentlem; 
meant to eſtabliſh that concluſion, he truſted he would fin- 
himſelf miſtaken ; if for no other reaſon but for this, that! 
would at once put an end to all free deliberation and enquit 
by precluding men from exerciſing their own judgment, 
thereby binding them to the individual opinions of every pe 
ſon, who happened to agree with them. in ſome fundament 
point, ſuch as, that the influence of the crown had increaſed 
and ought to be diminiſhed, &c, | dul. 

On the whole, his Lordſhip hoped that the public wou 
perceive the difference between the concluſion drawn by th 
honourzble gentleman and the queſtion, as it really prefente 
itſelf to the impartial obſerver z and he truſted in that light, . 
the refuſing to conſent to any ſpecific meaſure was far froq 
importing a general negative to the petitions ; ſo the motia 
which had been now diſpoſed of, nat being founded either i 
fact or probability, was by no means entitled to the approda 
tion of that Houſe. Jin 

Mr. Dunning ſaid, his honourable friend had been miſin 
formed, when he ſuppoſed that he had any particular meaſu e 
to propoſe on Monday next, He aſſured the honourablegen 
tleman, and the reſt of his friends in that Houſe, that he ha 
not. His labours and affiduities were already determined 
When he moved that the committee might be adjourned, an 
kept open till Monday, his intention in ſo doing was only : 
give other gentlemen an opportunity of conveying their ſenti 
ments through that medium to the Houſe. He had doubte 
for ſome days paſt, but he deſpaired, ſince the vote which ha 
now paſled, of being able to render any ſervice to his coun 


0 
0 


| 


propoſitions of individuals, and of the Houſe not being boun 
by them. He confeſſed himſelf a ſtranger to the ſpecies ¶ eo 
property alluded to by the noble Lord. He knew of no pin 
perty any man had in any motion from the inſtant he deliverWin 
it out of his hand. It was not henceforward this or tha 
man's propoſition ; it was the propoſition of the Houſe, whic 
in its own judgment it was at liberty to adopt or reject ; 

either event it contained the ſenſe of the Houſe, and could! 
no longer eſteemed, or be treated as the ſentiments of any p- 
ticular perſon. In that ſenſe, and that ſenſe only, he ba 
ſubmitted ſome propoſitions to the Houſe, and was quite in 
different as to their fate; if they were fit to be adopted, 


wou 
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qld be ſo rejected: in either, and every event the mover | 
ld have no intereſt in the rejection or adoption, but what if 
enjoyed at all he muſt enjoy in common with others. 

Mr. Fox roſe to explain what he meant teſpecting the words Mr. Fex. 
we, ſcandalous, and diſgraceful, reſpecting the vote given 
whoſe on the 6th of April who divided againſt the motion 
wide that night by his learhed friend. He ſaid, when he 
ide uſe of Poſe epithets, he applied them in this, and this 
ay only. He did not mean to ſay that they had acted diſ- 
lefatly, ſhamefully, &c. that night; he meant to convey 
idea, that the gentlemen who voted on the th of April, 
hat the influence of the crown had increaſed, and ought to 


x diminiſhed, and that it was the duty of that Houſe to re- 
yes the grievances "complained of in the petitions, were 
ent nd and ſtood publicly pledged to perform one or the other 
ht, r theſe two things; to ſupport ſuch meaſures as might be 


a geſted in conſequence of thoſe reſolutions ; or it they 
not peared to be ſuch as they could not conſcientiouſſy vote in 
upport of, that then they were bound to propoſe ſome other 
tolutions or meaſures, conformable to the ideas they enter- 
ined when they gave the vote of the 6th of April, If they 
fuſed to do that, or neglected in time to do it, ſo as that the 
deiſure propoſed might at the late period of the ſeſſion have a 
ur-proſpe&t of paſſing into a law before any prorogation or” 
1e Nat Ifolution of Parliament ſhould take place; in ſach a poſ- 
nine0Wble event he was prepared to re-aſſert and repeat, that a con- 
d, ant of that kind amounted to a deſertion and abandonment 
weir declared principles, of their ſolemn promiſes plighted 
ſent that Houſe to their conſtituents, and the people at large; 
ou bte@W@nd in that light were ſcandalous, baſe, treacherous, ſhameful, 
ch haet diſgraceful! | 
1 Abril 25. | 

of tome private buſineſs being got over, Lord North moved Lord Neth. 
bouvWWr going into the Grenada bill, but was interrupted by Sir 
torge Longe, who ſaid, he had a motion of very great 
0 pio raſequence, in his opinion, to make, and which would not 

r of any delay. Lord North anſwered, that the order 
the day ought to be gone into, eſpecially as it was a buſi- 
ls of great importance, and, he believed, the firſt in or- 

; this was, however, denied by ſome members, as the 

: alt bill, and another, were previous to it. Sir George 
f FW ge could not give up his point, as, he ſaid, it was cuſ- 


ets wary for motions to come before any order of the q N 
ed. The 'Houſe agreeing to the juſtneſs of this Nerd Sir 


Ng: made ſome obſcryations on the neceſſity of a national 
wou "> TOR militia, 
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militia, at the ſame time declaring his diſlike to a ſtanding 
army; he thought the manner of ſtationing the militia bor. 
dered upon making them ſuch ; the reaſon he was fo anxious 
to make his motion now was on account of the militia being 
very ſoon to be encamped; and as great inconveniencies, 
unneceflary expences, and fatigue, had been incurred by 
marching men from almoſt one extremity of the kingdom to 
the other, which could anſwer no good purpoſe, it was highly 
neceſſary, both for the convenience of the officers and men, 
and the better ſecurity of the nation, to have them ſtation: 
in different diſtrifts, as near as poſſible to their own counties, 
As theſe men were embodied merely for the purpoſe of being 
ſerviceable in caſe of an invaſion, * apprehended there were 
not more than fix or eight places where ſuch an event could 
happen; he was therefore of opinion, that the men ra ſed in 
counties the moſt contiguous, were the moſt proper to be 
ſtationed in diftrifts which they were beſt acquainted with: 
beſides, a general election being near at hand, and many of 
the men having votes for repreſentatives, if they were re- 
moved one or two hundred miles from the place of elec- 
tion, how could it be poſſible for them to enjoy the pleaſure 
of giving their ſuffrages? From theſe and other conſiderations 
he. begged leave to move, 'that an addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, that the militia corps may not be ordered to diſtant 
parts of the kingdom, but ſtationed as convenient as poſſible 
to their own counties. 

Mr. Fenkinſon thought the motion tended to infringe on 
the executive power, which that Houſe had no right to in- 
terfere in ; he moreover contended, that the men, by being 
encamped, learat their diſcipline much better than if kept at 
home; that the objection of them who had votes for mem- 
bers of Parliament could have no weight, as on ſuch occa- 
ſions they had a right to a furlough ; and travelling a few days, 
at ſuch a time, would not be deemed a hardſhip by them, 
He did not know that any orders had yet been given for the 
encampments for the preſent year, and it would be time 
enough to take ſuch a motion into conſideration, when it was 
determined how the militia corps ſhould be ſtationed. 

This brought up Mr. 7. Town/hend, who ſaid, it would 
be like hanging a man firſt, and trying him afterwards ; 2 
to the competency of that Houſe adviſing his Majeſty in 
caſes like this, he thought it a right as the repreſentatives of 
the nation; and he was afraid the preſent mode was intended 
only to harraſs and perplex the officers, partieulazly of 


n 
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the country intereſt, that they might make room for the mi- 
niſter's favourites; he had ſeen two lord lieutenants diſplaced 
in a ſhort time, he ſuppoſed, occafioned by their freedom of 
gying their ſentiments ; ſimilar incidents would probably 
happen, ,_ The inconvenience and fatigue of being removed 
wa diſtance of three or four hundred miles from their own 
counties, was extremely hard; eſpecially when it was conſi - 
tered, that. they would have been more ſerviceable, if neceſſity 
had required, nearer, their owri native ſpot. Moreover, in- 
ſtances. he believed could be produced of corps having been 
ordered forty or fifty miles from the places they had been at 
for. ſome time, where they ſtaid a few days, arid were then 
remanded. to their former ' Heyy for no other reaſon that he 
could conceive, than that of harraffing as much as poſſible. 
A; to the men obtaining a furlough in caſe of a general 
cection, in his opinion; it was not a ſufficient anſwer to the 
ojeftion ſtarted ; for ſuppoſing a furlough was obtained, 
probably before the man reached the place, he having ſome 
hundred miles to travel, the election would be over. 


Lord Beauchamp could not think the motion either neceſſary Lord Bau- 


or proper. The Houſe interfering with the executive power . 


was unprecedented ; it ought not to be infringed upon; and 
the ſuppoſition that men would be deprived of gividg their 
loffrages, was done away by the admiſſion of a furlough. 
He did not believe that any gentleman had ever been diſmiſſed 
from any ſituation for giving his ſentiments freely; nor did 
be believe that the troops had been ordered to march to 
liſtant places through a motive of harrafling them. 


Sir Milliam Guiſe, Sir James Lowther, Sir George Savile; Sir — 


Mr. Den pſter, Mr. Stanhope, Mr. 1 and Mr. Mar- Cie. 


un, fpoke ſtrongly in favour of the motion; they thought 
it extremely hard for men to march ſome hundreds of miles 


from, their gyn counties, where, if they had, ſtaid, they 


could have been doubly uſeful, for if there had heen a ne- 
cllity of their being called out, thoſe who came from the 
North to the South *. no more of the ground they were 


w be employed on, than if they had been in Ruſſia; they 


coatended that one hundred men on the ground they were 


Kquainted with were more ſerviceable than two hundred who 


ere ſtrangers to it. 5 


M 


be wete the greateſt tyrants he ever knew ; that they car- 
ied their political principles to ſuch, a pitch, that if an in- 
&nor officer differed from them, he was ſure to be called to 
Yor. XII. An 


„ Jol was very ſevere on the milita colonels; ſaid Mt. 5.7 


575 


Mr. Saws 
bridge. 


Col. Tu fuel. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1786, 


an account on every frivolous occafion, and perhaps tried by 
a court martial, He himſelf had received ſo much bad treat- 
ment on that account, that he was under the neceſſity of 
reigning. The gentlemen, therefore, on the other fide, 
had very little cauſe of complaint as to the conduct of thoſe 
who had a power over them. . 

Mr. Sawbridge knew not in what manner the honourable 
gentleman had been uſed, but he believed if he had experi- 
enced the conduct of the generality of the colonels, he would 
not have found them the ryratits he had repreſented. For 
his part he did not murmur at any thing which had happened 
to himſelf, but he could aver that he had not enjoyed a ſingle 
day of domeſtic felicity ſince the camps were formed; but 
he could by no means form an idea why the corps had been 
removed from place to place in the manner they had been; 
ſhould moſt certainly agree to the motion, as tending, in 
his opinion, to alleviating the fatigues of the men, and being 
likely to prove infinitely more to the advantage of the na- 
tion. 

Colonel Tufnell diſſented from the motion, on the ground 
that the Houſe had no right to interfere with the executive 

wer. 


po 
Sir Edward Sir E. Afiley contended that in ſuch a caſe the Houſe was 


Alley. 


Sir William 
Weredib. . 


Sir William 
Meredith. 


Mr, Fox. 


authoriſed in interfering ; he put a ſuppoſition that the troops 
might be ordered to ſurround the metropohs ; it would then 
certainly become their duty as repreſentatives of the people 
at large to give their advice. 

Sir William Meredith was for the motion, and adverted to 
a matter he brought before Houſe on the 6th of April, con- 
ecrning the guards, &c. being ordered out; he had fince 
found that the caſe was then a little miſrepreſented ; but he 
could bring proof, that though not abſolutely ordered on 
duty, . a double number had directions to be in readineſs, if 
it was thought expedient to call for them. 

Sir Charles Cocks did not deny ſuch directions having been 
given, but it was at the requeſt of a civil magiſtrate, and 
that civil magiſtrates had always a right to requeſt ſuch al- 
faftance whenever they thought it expedient. 

Sir William Meredith knew not how it came that ſuch pow! 
was inveſted ; and thought it was neceſſary to have the ma- 
giſtate brought to the bar of the Houſe, to give his reaſon 
for his conduct. i 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had been told that ſuch a tranſaction 
had happened, but as he could not come at facts, = not 
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hiok it proper to trouble the Houſe with mere hearſay intel - 
lgence ; but now the fact was allowed, he thought it incum- 
teat to rife: he was glad to hear the honourable Baronet 
aledge himſelf to bring, if poſſible, the magiſtrate to the 
har; it was in fact an act of juſtice, becauſe it might then 
pear he had other reaſons than that there was that day a 
meeting of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter, and alſo a propaſi- 
ton concerning the county petitions to be taken into confi- 
tration in that Houſe ; but if the civil magiſtrate had a power 
tocall out the military at pleaſure, he thought it would be ad- 
nſeable on all public occaſions to go to the meetings armed, 
that the perſons preſent might have ſome opportunity of de- 
ſending themſelves, | 

Lord North went on nearly the ſame grounds as Mr. Jen- Lord wyres, 
kinion and Lord Beauchamp had done; and concluded with 
moving that the order of the day might be read. 

Sir James Lowther having early in the debate pledged sir Janes 
himſelf, that if the preſent motion was loſt, he would make Læuiber. 
one of a ſimilar kind at a ſhort period, Sir George Yonge 
vould not now perſiſt in urging it further, as matters of great 
importance were to be agitated, The motion was conſe- 
quently loft without a diviſion, 

The Grenada bill was now propoſed to be taken into con- 
ſderation; but Colonel Barre obſerving the lateneſs of the col. Bang. 
hour (eight o'clock) for a matter of ſuch magnitude to be be- | 
gun upon, called on Lord North to know how far he meant 
to proceed in it, as he thought it would be neceſſary to begin 
at noon-day, rather than to make a midnight buſineſs of it; 
he alſo called upon his Lordſhip to know whether he intended 
to name the commiſſioners in the committee, or when the 
bill was reported ? | 

His Lorſhip anſwered, he had been adviſed by two learned 
friends, not to name the commiſſioners till the report, 

Col. Barre thought this unfair, as it was impoſſible for Col. Barr 
gentlemen properly to ſpeak to it, till they were acquainted 
to whom the power was to be inveſted; and, on every con- 
bderation, wiſhed that it might be poſtponed till ſome day, 

Fhen they might enter upon it at a very early hour. 

Lord North had no objection to poſtponing it, only that the Lord North. 
multiplicity of buſineſs before the Houſe would preyent en- 
ſering upon it for a conſiderable time. 

After much altercation it was agreed to poſtpone it till 


the next day. | 
Dddd a The 
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The Houſe afterwards formed itſelf into a committee on 
the ſalt bill. Mr, Gaſcoyne brought up a clauſe in favour 
of the gentlemen of Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, which occa- 
fioned ſome converſation, and the Houſe was divided, when 
there appeared a majority of two to one againſt it, 

Ep _—___ +7 - 

The order of the day was read for the fecond read- 
ing of the bill, “ To continue for a time to be limited, 
the proviſions of an a@ of the laſt ſeſſions, intitled, an a 
for the more eaſy and better recruiting his Majeſty's land 
forces and marines.” 8 r 

Mr. Turner» The bill was warmly oppoſed by Mr. Turner and ſeveral 
bother Members. | _ 
Sit Pb Sir Philip Jennings Clerke ſaid it was totally contrary to the 
-unings ſpirit of the conſtitution, and that it would antwer no end 
" whatever, but being expenſive to the nation, and oppreflire 
to the people. | : _ 
Col. Berrf, Colonel Barr? confirmed what had been aſſerted by the 
25 ' honourable gentleman, obſerved that the right honourable 
gentleman who brought in the bill, did not ſtate the numbers 
rocured by the preſs act to amount to more than 3000 men 
in the courſe of the laſt year, which 3000 men might be ob- 
tained at 10l. 10s. per man, the whole coſt of which would 
ZW * 
The Secre- The Secretary at Far replied, that the preſs act anſwered 
#arz«:War-rguch more beneficial purpoſes than the number of men pro- 
cured, as men who would never have entered into the ſervice, 
had not the terror of that act operated on their minds, offered 
themſelves voluntarily; he ſaid, beſides, that the ſubſtitutes 
were eaſier had, and the marine recruiting ſervice had been 
nearly doubled to what it had been, previous to the paſſing 
n rr 
Sir Cecil Sir Cecil Fray ſpoke ſtrongly againſt the bill; he men- 
Wray. tioneda particular fact, that out of 450 impreſſed men which 
| had been ſent to camp, where he ſerved, that no more than 
two were retained by the commanding officer, one of which 
was a French cook, who, for his ſkill, was much wanted; 


receive them; before, however, they were marched we 
K p » - - . ; X * 6 6 
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de lines, the Commander in Chief being informed that they 
were in irons, gave orders to have the irons knocked off, that 
the ſervice ſhould not be diſgraced. In a few days after, the 
Colonel being aſked how many recruits he had, and how he 
liked them, he replied, that out of the whole number, he 
kept but two, though the regiment had been put to ſo great 
2n expence. | 
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Sir Edward Aſtley, Sir Foſeph Mawbey, Sir George Yonge, Sir Edward 


bill, 


Mr. J. Johnſton, Mr. Fox, and Mr. Dempſter, ſpoke againſt the A A. 


The Secretary at War roſe a ſecond time, but urged nothing The Secre- 
new in reply. The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, tary at War. 


Ayes 94. Noes 39. 
The bill was accordingly read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted. | 
April 27. 


Sir Charles Bunbury having brought up the report of the Sir Cherie 
committee on the Grenada bill, Bunbury. 

Mr. James Luttrell ſaid he did not riſe to oppoſe the bill, Mr. Famer 
neither had he any intention to object to its paſſing ; he roſe Tumrel. 


merely to ſtate a difficulty which had preſſed a good deal on 
his mind, as likely to attend the operation of the bill, if 
not provided againſt in ſome way or other; he wiſhed there- 
fore to have anſwer in what manner the bill, if it paſſed 
into a law, would operate upon thoſe captains of Britiſh 
eruizers, &c. who ſhould take any ſhip freighted from 
Grenada, and ſhould ſell the veſſel and cargo, conſidering 
It as matter of legal ſeizure, before the knowledge that the 
at had paſſed, could poſſibly come to ſuch captains ? He 
conceived that an officer might in the full perſuaſion that he 
mas doing his duty, ſeize a ſhip freighted from Grenada, and 
imagining he was warranted by the laws of his country ſo to 
do, fell the fame ; having done ſo after the pafling of the 
bill, it might happen that when the circumſtance of the bill's 
having paſſed became known, the owners of the ſhip and 
cargo which had been ſeized and fold, might come upon the 
officers for reſtitution, upon the authority of the preſent bill, 
and not merely claim the value, which the officers had 
actually received, for the ſale of the ſhip and freight, but 
that larger value which the owners might rate them at, He 
begged to know, how the officers would in this caſe be ſaved 
irom the manifeſt injuſtice, which as he had ſtated it, he pre- 
lumed they were liable to? | 


Lord 
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Lord B- Lord Beauchamp thanked the honourable gentleman for the 


attention he had paid the bill, and the very proper remark he 
had made upon it. His Lordſhip then proceeded to ſtate 
the grounds upon which the bill had been moved, and drawn 
up. Grenada, gentlemen well knew, had behaved in ſuch 
a manger, as entitled the iſland to the conſideration and the 
favour of Parliament, The preſent bill was intended to 
put Grenada upon the ſame footing as that upon which 

minica and St. Vincent's ſtood. Thoſe iflands having 
capitulated upon good conditions, were empowered to ſend 
their produce to Great Britain, Grenada having been 
obliged to ſurrender to the arms of France at diſcretion, 
could not do fo without being liable to ſeizure and con- 
fiſcation, It was a fact well known to many merchants of 
London, that the reſidents of Grenada had large ſtocks by 
them of the produce of the iſland, which they wiſhed to 
tranſmit to this country, in payment of their debts and for 
other purpoſes ; but that they would not ſhip a fingle article 
for Great Britain, unleſs the preſent bill was paſſed, giving 
them protection from the Britiſh privateers and cruizers, 
which rendezypuſed at the neighbouring iſlands of St Luci, 
and ſwarmed in the Weſt Indies. His Lordſhip having 
ſtated the neceſſity of pafhing the bill, faid, if ſuch a bill did 
not paſs, it would be holding out this language to the Welt 
India iſlands, ftill in our poſſeſſion:“ When the enemy 
attacks you, don't attempt a reſiſtance, but make the beſt 
capitulation you can, becauſe if you reſiſt ever ſo bravely 
and are forced to ſurrender at diſcretion, the Britiſh 
Parliament will ſnew you no favour,” The impolicy of 
talking to our Weſt India iflands in this ftile, his Lordihip 
faid, was ſo obvious, that he was convinced the Houſe would 
not heſitate a moment in approving the principle of the bill, 
The honourable gentleman had aſked what would be the 
operation of the bill, in caſe ſhips were reclaimed after ſale, 
by virtue of this bill ? In anſwer to this queſtion, he begged 
leave to obſerve, that the appeals were by the bill to be heard 
before the judge of our admiralty court, and he preſumed the 
court of admiralty would, when the claim was made out, 
order repayment of the receipt for the ſhip and freight to the 
right owner, but only for the receipt, and without any ex- 


pence whatſoeyer to the ſeizor. 


Lord Mu grave returned his fincere and hearty thank 


to the honourable gentleman who had ſtarted the objection, 
for having done ſo, His Lordſhip ſaid, it well became that 
I 


Houle 
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Houſe to pay it due attention, becauſe the objection ſtruck him 
23 valid, and it was their duty to take care on every occaſion, 
that captains in the navy, captains of cruizers, £ . ſhould 
not be liable to expence and manifeſt injuſtice, in return for 
their zealous endeavours to do their duty, and fulfil the pur- 
poſe for which they were employed. He remarked that the 
preſent judge of the — was a gentleman of the firſt 
profeſſional talents, and perhaps better qualified for the 
office he held, than any one man who had fat in that ſeat 
which he now filled. Nor was he leſs diſtinguiſhed for his 
integrity and ſtrict impartiality as a judge, than for his great 
abilities. Every perſon who knew him, reſpected and ad- 
mired him; no one perſon more than he did. Perſuaded 
however, as he was, of the right conduct which would ever 
be adopted by that gentleman, he could not conſent to ſuf- 
fer the intereſt of the officers of the navy to remain at the 
riſk of any one man's will, nor did he conceive it ought to 
reſt on ſo precarious a dependence as any man's diſcretional 
interpretation of what an act of Parliament meant, where 
that meaning was not expreſſed. Every gentleman knew 
that it was an old maxim, ignorantia juris non excuſat. That 
maxim would operate as a bar againſt the only plea, that 
offcers, who ſhould become reſpondents in the caſe ſtated, 
could uſe. He wiſhed therefore, that ſomething was done in 
the bill irſelf, to put the matter paſt all doubt, and fave the 
officers from the predicament in queſtion, and for men- 
toning which, he begged leave again to thank the honourable 
gentleman. | 

After a few more words from Mr. J. Luttrell, 

Lord Beauchamp roſe again, and ſaid that as ſoon as the Lord B 
bill was paſſed, the moſt effectual means would be taken to. 
tend printed copies of the act to the commanders and officers 
on every ſtation, and to make the promulgation of it as 
notorious and extenſive as poffible; but if that ſhould not 
be thought ſufficient, the objection might be provided againſt 
3 a clauſe at the third reading, as a rider upon the 


The Solicitor General read a clauſe from the ſtatute book, The See h 
ſhewing, what the power of the judge of the Admiralty General. 
court in ſuch caſes was; and at length the bill was or- | 
dered to be engroſſed, it being firſt agreed to add a ri- 
der to it, for the purpoſe above ſtated, at the third 


reading, 
When 


Lore 41. 
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When this buſineſs was oyer, Mr. T. Lutirell roſe, and m. 
complajned of the general bad attendance an hat Houie, ot it 
the puiſue Lords of the Admiralty.) He aid; if it was to „ 
be pretumed that the reaſon of it was thę neceſſity of their I v 
attending on the public buſineſs elſewhere, he could only ob- ei. 
ſerve, that it had never in former, wars occurred aothat the ch. 
preſence of the pruijne. Lords of the Admiralty was thought fa 
io neceſſaty out of. that Houle ; if, however the reaſon of fh 
their abſenting themſelves. from Parliament, was as he had © 
ſtated it, he could not but rejoice on one oocount, and that w. 
was, becauſe he was fully perſuaded; the noble Lord in the f 
his eye [Lord Mulgrave | was every. way qualified to aſſiſt the tis 
firſt Lord of the Admiralty, and give him very good advice fr 
on profeſſional points. Let the Lords of the Admiralty, WM "! 
however, ſtay away from that Houſe or not; he ſhould per- 
ſevere in his duty, and make ſuch motions, as ſhould to hin W 


appear proper. He then went into a conſideration of the ce 
immenſe expence of the navy, ſtating it to be greater than Wil 7 
it was in the year 1760, and contending that the navy at ed 
preſent was not nearly equal to what it was in that period; 

for that notwithſtanding what had been fo roundly aſſerted la 
bath in that Houſe and elſewhere, he would undertake to - 


prove, that we had not now ſo many fhips of the line in ac- 
tual ſervice, nor ſo many ſeamen, real able ſeamen, as we | 
lad then. After arguing for ſome time upon the ſubject, he ll © 
ſaid he bad two motions to make then, which he meant to “ 


follow. next week with more; before he made them, how- 1 
ever, he wiſhed to prove, from the journals, that his mo- * 


tions were not unprecedented. He then deſired that the 
clerk might read an extract from 1740, 1741, and 1744, in Hor 
each of which years it appeared that ſimilar motions had 
been made, and the accounts aſked for had been granted. d 
Mr. Euttrell concluded his ſpeech with moving 

«© That thete be laid before the Houſe a liſt of all ſhips de 
and veſſels of the royal navy, in commiſſion on the aſt of Ml}. 
December, 1779, diſtinguiſhing their ſeveral ftations at that ¶ co 
time, their dates, and complement of men.“. 

Lord: Malerave' roſe to object to the motion, declaring; Wyo 
that where a matter ſtruck him as proper in itſelf, although ne 
it ſhould appear that there was no precedent for it, he would 
much ſooner agree to it, than where, let ever ſo many pre» lie 
cedents be quoted, the matter itfelf appeared improper to 
be aſſented to. The -prefent motion was of N ſon 
cription ; it could give Parliament very little more infor- 
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mation than that which they had already upon their table, and 
of MW it would furniſh the enemy with moſt important intelligence, 
to WM which, with their utmoſt ingenuity, they could not other- 
eit viſe get at. He appealed therefore to the Houſe, if it was 
b either wiſe or prudent to accede to it? His Lordſhip denied 
he WI that the navy was not now equal to what it was in 1760. He 
he aid perhaps we might not have exactly the ſame number of 
of WI ſhips of the line in actual ſervice, but the ſize of thoſe in 
ad commiſſion was larger, and upon the whole, our nayal force 
vas conſiderably greater, 
he Sir Edward Alley re probated this anſwer as ſtale and unſa- Sir Edward 
he tisfactory. He ſaid it was the common excuſe for keeping AH. 
ice from Parliament that information, which every member had a 
we right to call for; he bid the noble Lord thergfore come pre- 

pared with a better anſwer when he roſe to refuſe accounts, 
i which appeared neceſſary to be laid before that Houſe, in or- 
4. er to convince the repreſentatives of the people, that the 
immenſe ſums voted for the navy ſervice were faithfully appli- 
ed, and neither waſted nor uſed for corrupt purpoſes. 


d: _— Fohn/lone alſo complained of the frivolity and fal- Mr. & 
Wo lzcy of the noble [Lord's anſwer; he was perſuaded the ac- Jobnfenes 
io Cunts would give no intelligence to the enemy, which they 


might not get at by other means, 

Lord Mulgrave roſe again, and ſaid it was well known that Lord Ar. 
ve WY + © month, the ſum uſually voted for ſeamen, was not ade- grave. 
quate to the expence, and that thence the extraordinaries of 


2 the navy became fo large. With regard to the number of 
vg ſeamen and marines borne and muſtered, an account was al- 


he teady upon the table. The preſent motion was of a very dif- 
ferent tendency; it required a particular account of the number 

1 of men on board the reſpective ſhips of the navy, ſtating the 
l names of the ſhips, and where they were diſpoſed. The pro- 
ducing of ſuch an account, would give the enemy a complete 
„ nowiſedge of the ftation of our whole navy, and would teach 
wr dem where it would be moſt adyiſeable for them to attack us; 

e could not therefore think of agreeing to give any ſuch ac- 
count, and if gentlemen would but allow themſelves a mo- 
rent's time to reflect on the ſubjeR, he did not doubt but they «>> 
065 i You'd join With him, in thinking that his objeRion was by no NY 
A means triſting or iofignificant. r. 
vid Mr. Luttrell, in anſwer, ſaid, that the account on the ta- N. 7. 
* ble was no account at all. That a great number of the ſea- wal, 
ren incfuded in that groſs amount were employed on ſhore, 
eſ⸗ ſome thouſands in pte gangs, wha belonged, to no ſhips? com- 
eau, others were in priſons in France, and ſo on. What he 
nor. XVII. Eee e wanted 
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wanted to get at, was an authentic account of the ſhips' com- 
plements, whereby the Houſe: would be able to ſee the num- 
ber of men in actual fervice, and thence judge for themſelves, 
whether the money he had voted, was honeſtly applied, or 
whether it was uſed to purchaſe majorities in Parliament. 
With regard to the noble Lord's objection upon the ground 
that the account would give the enemy a compleat knowledge 
of the ſtation and diſpoſition of the navy; he ſaid, it would 
have no ſuch effect, becauſe it only went up to the 1 of De- 
cember, almoſt fix months ago, and therefore the noble Lord 
was wrong in ating that it would give the enemy an account 
of the preſent ſtation and diſpoſition of the navy. If we 
really had 100,000 ſeamen in actual ſervice, as appeared on 
paper, ſo far from its being wrong to let the enemy know it, 
it appeared to him the wiſeſt thing we could do, to make them 
acquainted with ſo glorious a circumſtance, He aſſured the 
noble Lord, for this and the other reaſons he had tated, that 
if he perſiſted in refuſing the account moved for, be would 
take the ſenfe of the Houſe upon his motion, even though he 
ſhould ſtand alone on the diviſion. | 
Lord Mul- Lord Mulgrave repeated his former arguments, and ftrength- 
grave. ened them with ſome additional ones; after which the Houſe 
divided upon the motion. Ayes, 42, Noes, 65. 
| — Tat- Mr. Luttrell then moved his ſecond motion as follows: 
_ «© That there be laid before the Houſe an account of the 
number of men and marines borne, and the number muſter- 
ed, of the complement of the ſeveral ſhips and veſſels of 
the royal fleet, reſpectively, on or about the iſt of Dec. 
«© 1779, together with the ſupernumerary ſeamen and marines 
„ on board the ſaid ſhips and veſſels.“ 
_  F This motion paſſed in the negative without a diviſion. ] 
1 After Mr. LuttrelFs motions were diſpoſed of, Mr. Eder 
| + Eden. Jefired to call the attention of the Houſe to the ſituation of 
- the American merchants. He ſaid that tho' he had acquieſced, 
on a former occaſion, in the expedient propoſed to enable the 
| ſhips to ſail by an act of the executive power, for which a bill 
= of "indemnity ſhould afterwards be given; he bad acquieſced 
| in that, partly becauſe he ſhared the general anxiety 10 git 
| ſome receſs from buſineſs for the benefit of the ſpeaker's health. 
| That the Houſe, however, ought now to recollect, that tho 
the treaſury warrants would enable the merchants to get cleat- 
- ances from the ſeveral cuſtom-houſes at London, Liverpool, 
and Briſtol, and though veſſels of immenſe value had actual 
- failed undef thoſe clearances, {the cargoes amounti . to 
| -1g600,0001s. than to 600, 000ls. as he had before ſtated] ye! 
| - they were liable to ſeizure by any Britiſh veſſels, until an act of 
| eb, 4g 3 | Parliament 
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Parliament had actually paſſed to legalize them. Under theſe 
circumſtances the bill originally intended for this purpoſe had 
been returned by the lords with ſome amendments, which were 
likely to occafion debates and delays, The ſituation then of 
the merchant's intereſts was become embarrafling and difficult: 
Mr. Eden wiſhed however to ſtate the en which had 
led to that ſituation, as well to ſave the Houſe of Commons 
from the charge of undue negligence, in having paſſed a very 
faulty bill, as to protect the Houſe of Lords from the imputa- 
tion of having made unneceſſary and wanton amendments, 
When the petition of the merchants was preſented in Febru- 
ary, the Houſe ordered a bill to be brought in, for limited and 
proper purpoſes, eſpecially deſcribed in that order; it was na- 
tural then for the Houſe to repoſe on their own order, and to 
take for granted that it would be purſued. He was now ſorry 
to inform them, that the bil] ſmuggled through the Houſe, 
was, in every point irreconcileable to the order on which it 
was founded, He ſtated the particulars, and ſummed them 
up with a remark, that the bill ſent to the Lords was a total, 
unqualified, and gratuitous repeal of the navigation act, open- 
ing the trade to Guernſey, Jerſey, and the Fal Indies, and 
authorizing even an unreſtrained ſupply to the rebel colonies, 
He then turned towards Governor Pownall and ſaid, ** This 
was your bill“: — This was the bill which is now wiſhed to 
be printed and handed down to poſterity as a model of com- 
mercial and political wiſdom. It was an unhappy, mifearri- 
age, a wretched embrio, a monſtrous abortion; and yet the 
paternal affection of its author was ſuch, that he had wiſhed 
to preſerve it in ſpitits, to ſtuff it into a bottle of Mrs: Van- 
dutchell's pickle, and to carry it about the world in his pocket 
as a proof of prolific vigour, Mr. Eden however, intreated 
him to divert his grief by a kind regard towards the healthy 
and well-formed offspring now brought to his doot from the 
other Houſe; he wifhed, for the hon. gentleman's conſolation, 
and for the intereſts of the puhlic, to tempt him to adopt the liv- 
ing child, and to pur the little pickle upon a ſhelf, —Mr. Eden 
next ſtated the amended bill, and ſaid, that it was nearly the 
reverſe of the other in every point of political expediency, 
commercial advantage, and parliamentary preciſion; he inti- 
mated, that the amendments had been made by the lord 
Chancellor, upon a full and frequent communication with 


merchants, with the cuſtom-houſe, and with other perſons 


killed-in the ſubject. “ This [faid he] is your bill.“ He 
ten held it up to the Houſe, and after obſerving that it was 
feratch'd in every clauſe aud in every line, reminded the Houſe 
of the ſtory of Sir John oe ſtockings, which were m_ 
eee 2 e 
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ed and mended till there was not one original thread remain. 
ing, The Houſe of Commons had ſcat from, the bon. gen- 
tleman's loom a pair of black worſteil ſtockings, full of holen, 
rotten, miſhapen, and all calf; the Houſe of, Lords had mend- 
ed them with white ſil k, had picked out the woollen tags, aud 
returned, in ſhort, a pair of ſilk ſtockings, of excellent ſhape 
2nd fabrick, He aſſured the hon. gentleman that theſe new 
ſtockings would well become his leg, and entreated bim no 
m to have any hankering after the old tatters. He then 
apologized for any harſhneſks which he might have uſed; 
they were meant towards a particular bill, and not to leſſen 
the confidence which the Houſe might on other occaſions te- 
poſe in the hon. gentleman's buſy and active talents. 
* Governor Pownall began his reply with ſome warmth, He 
ſaid he ſhould not attempt to follow the hon. gentleman 
mi witticiſms, becauſe if be had wit at will, be did 
hink the proper time for exerciſing it, was on a ſubject of 


- very ferious national importance, The Houſe of Lords, in 


their conduct reſpeRing the dill which they had ſeat back on 
Monday laſt, had made an unconſtitutional attack on the pri- 
vileges of the Commons, in which attack they were now ſe- 
conded by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and had 
defepded the outrage without ſhame, So far from reprobat- 
ing the Lords for their conduct, the hon, geatleman had pro- 
f 4 himſelf the panegyriſt of the other Houſe, on the occa- 
non ; he ſhould not therefore conſider the hon. gentleman's 
wit, but his ignorance, which he would expoſe in ſo ſtrong 3 
point of view, that if the honourable gentleman was not 
dead to aft fenfe of ſhame, he ſhould feel bis crror and wiſh 
he had ſaved him the trouble of cortecting him, and had not 
given him ſuch an opportunity of exerciling thoſe buſy and 
active talents, which the honourable gentleman had 1 
to laugh at; When he ſaid this, he declared he lamented, that 
in the preſent caſe, he could only expoſe the ignorance of one 
lord of trade; he had a ſtory to tell, which would prove the 
ignorance of the whole board, The bill which the honouta- 
ble gentleman had mentioned his deſizn to bring in as a new 
bill, was the bill amended by the Lords, and however lightly 
or Judicroufly the honourable gentleman might think proper 
to treat it, was a direct attempt, now tor the firſt time openly 
made, to ſupercede by act of Parliament, the commercial laws 
and conſtitution of this country, ſubjecting by law [if ſuch 
an aft of Parliament may be, and become law] the perſons, 


property, and commerce of this kingdom, trading to the Co- 
lonies, wherever bis Majeſty's arms can get poſſeſſion of 


them, 


J. | 
wen 
hve 
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hem to the diſeretiona-y, arbitrary, i ve, and execu- 
jve power of a militaty magiſtrate, who is to make laws, and 
gecute them as to him'ſhall feem neceffary. » Baie 
Having ſaid this, the Governor proceeded to give the hiſ- 
prof the bill, previous to its going up to the other Houſe ; 
nd then was entering into a circumſtaatial deſeription of the 
ntvre and tendency of the amendments made by the other 
fouſe - when he was called to order by Sir George Yonge, Who 
aid, that the amendments made by the Lords, to which the 
hon, gentleman ſeemed proceeding to ſpeak, were not yet pro- 
xerly before the Houſe, but ftood upon order of the Houle for 
je next day. NJ 44s al Mer! | | 


Mr. Burke ſuggeſted, that it ſeemed to prefs in point of Mr. Burks, 


ime, that the gentleman who firft ſpoke, had mixed his wit 
with ſome little anger; that the other had begun with anger, 
ind if allowed to go forward, would no doubt grow witty. 

He was called to order by Governor Pownall, who wiſhed 
to know whether any queſtion was yet ſtated, that he might 
ſpeak to it regularly, 


The order of the day was then moved, and Mr. Eden con- Mr. Eden. 


cluded the converſation by ſaying, that he had no wiſh or 
axiety on the occaſion, except a general one for the intereſts 
of the merchants, and the tupply of New York ; that he 
bad been prepared to move for a new bill preciſely. in the 
words ſent by the Lords, but that it was perhaps premature; 
that with regard to the honourable gentleman's charge | of 
ſhameleſsneſs and want of information, he would only ſtate 
an old anecdote from a jeſt book: When Dr. Radcliffe teld 
Mr, Jervais that he might do any thing, provided he would 
pot draw his picture, Jervais antwered, That he could take 
uy thing from Doctor Radcliffe, except his pills. The ho- 
rourable gentleman, ſaid Mr, Eden, is very angry at my 
&{cription of his performances; I have only to ſay, — . 
en take any thing of him in a Parliamentary way, except 


bis pills. | 90 700 


Lord George Cordon, after obſerving in a good double pun; Lord George 
mat Mr. Eden had given ſome ſilken ec. to the Lords e. 


or having worſted a member of the Commons, ſaid he had 
« petition from Ayrſhire to preſent, to the Houſes Before 
lonever he preſented it, he thought it neceſſary to ſay ſome | 
few matters, worthy their attention, His [Lordſhip went 
into a ſeries of obſervations and remarks, on what had fal. 
en from Lord Nugent and Mr. Adam in the courſe. of Mon- 
s debate, arraigning the former of having ſpoken mere- 


11 
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and he'll do any 55 obtain it.” He told the Speaket, 


deſpiſe him; he adviſed him, therefore, to preſerve hi 
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ly of the conduct of Charles I. in civil matters, and applaud. ce. 
ing the latter for blaming that weak Prince for his religic yot 
as well as his civil conduct, declaring-that it was owing tt jpe 
his religious principles chiefly, that all his misfortunes wen ben 
En and that the family of the Stewarts, the rightfif i ne. 
heirs to the throne of 922 were deprived of their in 
heritance, and both King William and the preſent famille 
called in to reign over a people, whoſe laudable averſion Ui 
popery made them deteſt and abhor all Princes affected to tu ue 
intoleraut religion. fro 5fft « | 
In his uſual and very fingular way of ſpeaking, his Lordi al 
ſhip brought in a number of ftrange alluſions to recent mat 
ters, tying. and connecting what had occurred many jean 
ſince, with what had occurred lately, in a moſt extraordina 
manner. Talking of James I; he ſaid that Prince had fc 
a long time concealed his popiſh inclinations, but at length 
he became fo barefaced, that he recerved Ferdinando Dadaut 
the Pope's Nuncio; there were good and bad Lords then, 
he ſaid, as well as now, for the Duke of Somerſet refuſed to 
introduce the Nuncio, knowing that he would have bee: 
guilty of treaſon-had he done fo, and he loft his place for 
is refuſal ; but the Duke of Grafton did the job. He fad 
he ſhould not wonder if the religious grievances of the peo- 
ple were not redreſſed, to fee popery get to fo great a height nM or 
is, country now, as it did in any popiſh reign; nor 2 | 
e be ſurprized if another Ferdinando Dada was to enter of 
that Houſe in his pontificalibus, and take his ſeat there, H 
took occafion to animadvert on the powers of corruption i 
the power of the treaſury bench; and quoted Lord Chatham 
authority, to prove that there were greater mea ns of buying 
men's votes than with either the profits of official emolument, 
ſions, or places, and that was by titles. The Earl ha 
„ get but the thoughts of a title into a man's head, 
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he had heard a noble Lord wanted to buy him with a titk, 
He adviſed him by no means to accept of it. He bid him 
remember that Lord Chatham was ſunk by a title, and lot 
his popularity in conſequence of his accepting one, Shouls 
he | the Speaker] be weak enough to accept a title, his pops; 
larity would be irrecoverably gone; the yeomanry would 


cr © Ss. as ; 


E dignity, Don't, ſays he, Mr. Speaker, be cozened 
y a title. Why, Sir, the King has ir not in his power hy 
' a ennoble 


anoble you. Lord Onſlow has got a title, and would you 
xcept of one? No Sir, I hope you are above it; I hope 
continue ſerving your country, in making excellent 
peeches for the people's rights, as you did from the treaſury 
bench a few weeks ago, I look upon you, Sir, and the 
member for Briſtol, and the member for Malmſbury, and 
ny worthy friend the member for Calne, as four of the firft 
wen in the kingdom, Sir, in point of abilities. It is in 
this Houſe only, that ſuch men can beſt ſerve their country; 
therefore, Sir, [ adviſe you to ſtay where you are. | 
His Lordſhip was, in the courſe of his ſpeech, repeat 
called to order by different members, and defired by the 
er, at the inſtance of the Houſe (who often-called out 
chair! chair !) to confine himſelf to the ſubject matter of the 


petition, His Lordſhip took the advice very patiently, but 


each time that he was called to order, roſe again, and pur- 
fied his ſpeech with the utmoſt compoſure ; at length, how- 
wer, the Houſe would not bear ſuch diſorderly conduct any 
longer, and his Lordſhip of neceflity adverted to the peti- 
ton, which he ftated to be the petition of the people of 
Ayrſhire in Scotland, praying for leave to bring in a bill 
to repeal the late acts paſſed in favour of the Ronian Catho- 
licks, 

The petition was, upon motion, brought up, read, and 
ordered to lie on the table, 

The order of the day was then read for the third reading 
of the wine duty bill. 5 

A ſhort debate took place, in which Sir Edward Aſtley, 
vir Cecil Wray, Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, and Sir George 
dvile ſpoke, The reſult of the debate was, a motion put 
by Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, that the third reading be poſt- 
poned till that day ie*nnight. The arguments on which this 


motion refted, was that it was not right to impoſe new bur- 


thens on the ſubject, however neceſſary, till ſomething had 
deen done for the people, in conſequence of their petitions. 
At length the Houle divided, | 0 
Ayes, 67 Noes, 128 So 
The bill was then read a third time and paſſed. 2 
The order of the day was afterwards read, for the third 
teading of the ſtamp duty bill. * 
This gave riſe to another debate. The oppoſition was 
grounded in the ſame manner as before. The Speakers 
were, Sir George Savile, Mr. Burke, General Conway, Mr. 
Fox, Lord North, Mr, ky Townſhend, Lord George Gor- 
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don, Mr. Ned Mr. Hopkins, Sir bine Jenningy 
-Elerks,” and Sir Toſeph pn bar vr >AT © cant 


* 


Sir Sg. Sir Gearg® Stvile and Mr. Bilfke having contended thath 


Savile. 


Conwy. 


Ur. Fox. 


-was the duty of the "Houſe to exerciſe che power of the 
purſe,” (which a noble in a former debate had told them tber 
poſfeſſed) on the preſent occaſon, and to with- hold tlie taxc; 
till ſomething effectunl was done for the people. 
+ General -Gsmoay roſe, and fad, that he ' covld not help 
differing from his honourable friends off che preſent occa- 
ſſon; he thought the Houſe were bound, as they had voted 
the ſupply, to vote the ways and means; if they had ob- 
jected to voting the ſupply, till the grievatices of the people 
were redreſſed, that, he faid, would have been Parliamen- 
tary and fair; not that he fhould have come into the meaſure, 
If his friends perſiſted in dividing the Houſe upon the pre- 
ſent occaſion, he ſhouk! find himſelf obliged to vote againft 
them, and he hoped as he had been no great favourer of tht 
meaſures of adminiſtration, though certainly no enemy to 
— his doing fo would not be wrongly imerpreted. 

e repeated it, that he thought Parliament pledged to vote 
the taxes, having voted the ſupply. 

Mr. Fox, in a very able ſpeech, controverted this pof:- 
tion, and declared, that though he neither entirely agreed 
with his honourable friend who ſpoke laft, nor with either of 
his two honourable friends who ſpoke before him, he was 
perſuaded the doctrine he had juſt heard was erroncous. 80 
far from the ſupply being the propereſt matter to refuſe vot- 
ing, as a right exerciſe of the power of the purſe, he was 
convinced to the contrary, though he had himſelf oppoſed 
the ſupply, and thought if the Houſe had done the ſame, the 
riſque would have been fo little, and the advantage to the 
publie ſo great, that the Houſe would have done right. Had 
they joined him, at leaſt ſo as to make a majority, and re- 
ſuſed to vote the ſupply, till the petitions of the people were 
complied with, he was perſuaded the grievances complained 
of would long ere this have been redreſſed. Let his honbur- 
able friend recollect what was the conſequence of refuſing to 
vote the ſupply? It was this: The loan was ſtopped; the 
money could not be had, the navy could not be equipped, 
the army could not be ſent out, neither could any preparation 
for the public ſervice be made! Was the ' conſequence of 
refuſing to vote the ways and means the ſame? Moſt cer- 
tainly not. The miniſter having bis ſupply voted, had 
made his loan, and could equip the fleet, and end out br 
Az HEE Ys M1001 L. a . "ar 
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Amy. The ways and means being delayed, made no differ- 
ence whatever. It was, therefore, at leaſt» more prudent 
and: perhaps cqually effectual, to refuſe voting the ways 
ind means, as to refuſe voting the ſupply, . When the 
ways and means were voted this year, they had been 
voted contrary to the rule of Parliament, which was ano- 
ther reaſon for voting againſt them now. Mr. Fox uſed a 
uriety of arguments to convince the Houſe, that agree- 
able to the reſolution of the 6th of April, they ſtood pledg- 
ed in the, moſt ſolemn. manner, to redreſs the grievances of 
the people, before they impoſed new grievances; new taxes, 
he ſaid, were undoubtedly, new grievances ; and therefore 3t 
was the duty of the Houſe to do ſomething, for the people, 
before they did more for the crown, He contended that the 
ways and means were grants to the crown, and therefore as 
one means of keeping Parliament fitting till ſomething ef- 
fectual was done in compliance with the petitions of the 
people, he adviſed every one of the 233 of the 6th of 
April, to vote for ſuſpending the tax bills. 


Lord North ſaid he could not but think the Houſe ſtood Lorg 


pledged to vote the ways and means, having voted the ſup- 
ply; he did not mean to ſay that gentlemen were bound to 
approye of every tax propoſed ; nay he would go farther, 
were not obliged to propoſe other taxes in the room of 
thoſe they diſapproved ; they had a right to expect that the 
King's fervants would produce others Nas ſhould be more 
mobjectionable, but when the Houſe had encouraged the 
King's ſervants to make a loan, they. certainly were bound 
to take care of the money lenders, and to give them good 
ſecurity for payment of the intereſt of their money, othex- 
wiſe the ſinking fund muſt ſuffer very deeply. Gentlemen 
lad; delay would make no difference; he begged. leave to 
tell the; Houſe, that the aſſertion was altogether. founded in 
error, Ihe public revenue ſuffered by every, day's delay, 
It had ſuffer very confiderably by the unavoidable: delays, 
Much had happened already; by the delay occaſioned by the 
receſs, and by the laſt delay in conſequence of the Speaker's 
indiſpoſitiop. The public , were great loſers, on accaunt of 
&lay Rape therefore, the Houſe would prevent farthex 

os to, le b 11 
lung, by not yoting the tax- bills, that was idle and, unneceſ- 
kay. There was ſo much buſigeſs of very great import: 
P; Aare that, j would, be unpoſkble,tojriſe 


ure, before, P | 
Riyfoon ; the buſineſs already in agitation every gentleman 
0 
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m; and as to the idea of keeping Parliament, fats 
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muſt know; would take up a conſiderable time before it 
would be finiſhed. His Lordſhip explained Mr. Fox's aſſer- 
tion, that the ways and means had this year been voted con- 
trary to the rule of Parliament, by ſhewing, that though 
in appearance the fact was fo, in reality it was otherwile, 
becauſe that part of the ſupply, more than that made it equal 
to the ways and means, which had not been voted, at the time 
that the Ways and means were voted, was known to the 
Houſe, and was for expences brought forward from the laſt 
year, the accounts of which were not ready to be laid on 
the table on the day of the budget, but ſince been laid 
on the table. 


at ny meetings, committees, &c, ? The honourable 
member for York differed about the teſt propoſed at the York 


the original pr. and political ſyſtem of that party: 
The people, therefore, had no confidence in the great leaders 
of oppoſition in that Houſe ; they ſaw th: ir diſunion among 
85 EY themſelves, 


ple, 


themſelves, and they would not truſt them. His Lordſhip went 
on thus : I ſay, without the people, nothing-can be done, 
Mr. Speaker, In vain, Sir, is all your ſlaving in the chair, 
and your flaving on the treaſury bench, unleſs the people are 
with you : One fide of the Houſe, Sir, is thought as ill of | 
without Coors as the other ; the people think neither are to 
be truſted, and while that's the caſe; it is in vain to hope ö 
for any good. The people, Sir, don't mind what's done in ] 
Parliament, Why, Sir, the day after the contractors bill was 
thrown out by the Houſe of Lords, which was a very violent 
meaſure, I went out into the ſtreets, and I ſaw all the people 
in their ſhops about their ordinary buſineſs as if nothing had 
happened. I was at Boſton, Sir, at the beginning of our dif= _. 
putes, and there when any great queſtion was in agitation, 
the people regarded nothing elſe till it was decided one way 
or the other, I repeat it, therefore, Mr, Speaker, that with- 
out unanimity among themſelves, oppotition can do no ſervice 
to the people. | rs 
Sir Foſeph Matobey charged Lord North with having im- Sir e 
poſed a new tax on the public, without the conſent of Par- Mawbey. 
lament ; and in proof of this aſſertion, ſaid, that either the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon, or ſome other miniſter, had 
given to Mr. Jamineau, of the poſt-office, an excluſive right 
to ſend newſpapers into the country, in conſequence of which 
i the clerks of the roads were forced to buy their papers of 
dim, and he charged them a farthing profit upon each; tuck 
gentlemen, therefore, who lived in the country, and had papers 
ſent from the poſt-office, paid more for them than if hey 
were ſerved by a newſman or bookſeller. 3 
Mr. Hephins warmly expreſſed his enmity to the preſent ad- wr. He- 
miniſtration,” but declared his great diſlike of dividing rhe dias. 
Houſr'on every trifling oeeaſion. It only bred animoſity, and 
extended diviſion. | | 3 
At length the queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided 
upon it, Nees 211, Ayes 124. Yo | 
Type bill was read and paſſed, 
The Houfe'then went into a debate, whether the Speaker 
ſhould leave the chair, in order that the committee on the 
commiſſton of account bill might fit. MY 3 
Lotd George Gordon wiſhed to adjourn in conſideration of Lord George 
the Speaker's health. «gl r lth, awe 
The Speaker thanked the noble Lord for his kind attention The 
t him, but ſaid, he ſhould be out of the chair in caſe the Saaler. 
Houſe proceeded ; and if the caſe were otherwiſe, he begged: 
do public buſinefs might ſtop on his accouſſt. 
Ong noi?! Ff ff 2 4 I G4 IU | Sir 
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dir l//illian Meredith ſaid; as the noble Lord in the bleu 
redub. ribbon, he underſtood, meant to propoſe the ceommiſſioners by 


Sir N. M. 


name, for inſertion in the firſt clauſe, it would undoubtedly 
give riſe: to much debate; conſidering the late hour of the 
night; therefore, he thought the _ had better acjours, 
and for that reaſon moved to adjou beet | 
Mr. Jams Mr. James ames Luttrell, in a — — able ech decla 
Lurrrell. red his objection to the principle — the bill, which; he ſaid, he 
TR. conſidered as a perpetual injunction againſt Parliamen en- 
quiry. It tended to take away from that Houſe, one of two 
propoſitions, which he had — conſidered to be inſeparably 
inherent in the Houſe of Commons, viz. the right of voting 


the public money, and the right of demanding an account f 


its expenditure. Mr. Lu feconded Sir William' $ motion 
for adjournment. 

Mr. Fx. Mr. Fox ſaid if any perſon's health was to be conſidered, 
it was' that of the noble Lord, on whoſe account he was very 
ready to adjourn. He thought it right however, to ſay, that 
he: d contend for his honourable friend's bill for reform- 
ing the civil eſtabliſhment ſtanding firſt for the next day at 
all hazards, whether the committee ſat on the noble Lord's 
commiſſion of account bill then or not, becauſe he wiſhed to 
go through that bill entirely. the next day. 

Lord Nertb. Lord Worth thanked the honourable gentleman for his con- 
ſideration of his health, but declared he found himſelf by no 
means incapable of going on. If the commiſſion of ——_ 
bill were then deferted, there was no open day for it for a 
week to come, à circumſtance, he preſumed, that e008: 
men were not aware of. 

After ſome converſation upon it from Colonel Dark Mr. 

Mr. Dun. Burke, Mr. Dunning and Lord North. Mr. Dunning agreed 

ning- tolet his order of the day for the committee on the en 
ſtand over to May a. 1 

„ April a8. 5 
The onder: of the day, for the third reading of the Grena- 
da Bill, being read, 

Lord Beau- Lord Beauchamp roſe, and moved an additional clauſe by 

champ, way of rider. The clauſe gave an indemnification, 
certain reſtrictions, to ſuch captains of Britiſh: cruizers, 285 


ſhould: ſeize ſhips freighted from Grenada for Great Britain, 
and ſeil the ſhip and cargo within a limited time from * 


paſſing of the act. 


; The clauſe was brought up, and. ling agreed to by the 


Houſe, the bill ſo amended was read, a third time and paſſed. 
At four o'clock the Houſe: reſolved itſelf into a committee 


on Mr. Burke's bill, and firſt took into their confueratios 
5111 4 the 
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eu aue elauſe for abeliſhing the office of the great wardrobe, the 
efice of the removing wardrobe, the office of i maſter of the 
bes, the office the jewel office, and all the places and 
charges, whether of perſons preſiding in or dependent on 
dem, or any of them, of what nature ſoever, except thoſe | 
of one houſekeeper, and one wardrobekeeper (the ſaid places | 
o be united-after:the poflefion' of the preſent occupiers) iu 
he Nach of his Majeſty's. palaces and houſs oo | 
n- Mr. \Burke opened the debate by riſing to inform the com- Mr. Burke. 
o MWnittee why he had not attempted to meddle with the houſe- 
ly {Wlepers of the royal palaces. He faid, he found palaces of 
ng. und kinds, real and virtual; palaces which were viſible 
at a fubſtantial, and palaces which were merely ideal, and 
on lad no exiſtence but in the intellects. On examining the 
red-book, he found at the head of the liſt of houſekeepers, 
d, Ly Mary Churchill, and ſhe was followed by a whole heap 
ry We petticoats. He declared he thought it extremely right that 
at dere ſhould be ſome reſpectable eſtabliſhment for women of 
n- condition and family, and therefore imagining that the places 
at {MW vere all held by ladies, as well out of his natural reſpect for 
I's le ſex, as from the real feelings of his mind upon the occa- 
to don, he determined not to meddle with one of them. He had 
however received no leſs than eight letters on the ſubject, 
u- begging him not to move for the abolition of the places of 
no bouſekeepers to the royal palaces, and among others one from 
its: Wi Haverford-weſt, ſtating that John Manners, Eſq. was houſe- 
r a leeper at Whitehall. He again referred to the red-book, for 
le- before, he had imagined it to be an error, and that it had ei- 
ber meant Lady John Manners, or Joan Manners ; however, 
ir. {Witer bruſhing aſide thecroud of hoop-petticoats which almoſt 
ed WW concealed him, he eſpied John Manners; Efq. He ſaid, he im- 
15," WM nediately.went to Whitehall, which he found to be one of the 
 {Widaal palaces, without habitations for retinue, or capability 
cf reception of refidents. All he ſaw there was ſeveral 
a- paintings of nudities in the banquetting Houſe, by Peter 
kaul Rubens, and a painter buſy about them, who, according 
by so the modern faſhion, was employed in correcting and im- 
ler WW proving the works of that great maſter. He ſaw, however, 
no houſekeeper, nor any occaſion for one, though five hun- 
in, I bed pounds a year and better, was paid to John Manners, 
the WW Ela; for holding that oſſice. He mentioned this, to ſhew at 
ace that the office of houſekeeper to any of the royal palaces, . 
the vn, generally ſpeaking, a mere ſinecure, which, however, 
dd. long as it was beſtowed on ladies of condition, ſhould re- 
tee ceive no ſhock or violence from his hands. The reſt of the 
ion ckuſe went to the abolition of the offices of the great Rows 
; 7 
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robe, &c. which undoubtedly were ſo far uſeleſs, that though 
they coſt a great deal of money, the committee mult fee the 
whole duty of them might be done at conſiderably leſs ex. 
pence by other perſons. . . ; 169 it | 
Lord John Gavendi/> roſe; juſt to ſtate to the: Houſe, that 
the office of the great wardrobe was of modern inſtitution, 
and that it had not been iuſtituted under an idea, that it was 


to remain a permanent office. Is 


Mr. Gilbert- .; Mr. Gilbert ſaid, that when he ſuggeſted to the Houſe, two 


years e. the plan of economy and regulations upon which 
the preſent bill is founded, he hoped: his Majeity's miniſters 
would have adviſed him to have made the neceſſary enquiries, 
and to have directed fuch retrenchments in his expences, /az 
might have enabled him to have given ſome conſiderable fums 
in caſe of his ſubjects under their prefent burthens: if that 
had been done, inſtead of the petitions which have been pre- 
ſented to this Houſe, his Majeſty would moſt probably have 
had the ſatisfaction of receiving addreſſes of thanks from his 
That as he had upon a former occaſion intimated his 
opinion, that it would be indelicate to reform thoſe. parts of 
the expenditure of the civil liſt which related to his Majeſty's 
houſhold, by act of Parliament; and as the Houſe had, in 
a former determination, avoided entering upon them, he 
thought it probable that they would adhere to the fame rule, 
in their determination reſpecting the great wardrobe, no- 
under their conſideration, as falling within that defcription, 
That he hoped the committee would pay ſo much credit 
to the part he had taken in public affairs, and to his condudt 
in life, as to acquit him of any intereſted views by giv, 
that office, notwithſtanding he was a member of it; he af 


- fared the committee, that on every occafion, where his own 


intereſt had ſtood in competition with that of the public, he 


had always preferred the latter. 


That with the aſſiſtance of the maſter of the wardrobe, 
he had reformed ſach abuſes in the office, as fell under his 
infpe&ion, as comptroller, and had faved his Majeſty godl. 
er annum. That he did not wiſh to have that office fr: 
from inſpection and regulation; on the contrary, he knew 
there were ſinecure places, and other things in it, which 
wanted reformation; but he did not think it proper to have 
them regulated by act of Parliament; rather wiſhing, Ms 
Majeſty would be pleaſed to make the neceſſary reformarions 
in all offices within his houſhold, by his own authority; and 


that he thought it might be proper for the Houſe to addrels 
his Majeſty for that purpole, as it would, by the ſavilit 
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furniſh him with the means, not only of relieving many par- 
teular diſtreſſed objects, which his goodneſs and humanity 
would lead him to, but alſo of giving relief and ſupport to 
his ſubjects in general, when oppreſſed by heavy taxes. | 
That he did not think himſelf of - conſequence enough | 
w make a motion of that ſort, but it coincided ſo much with | 
his general ſentiments and wiſhes (which he had before ex- | 
ed on many occaſions) that if any other gentleman would 
& it, he ſhould have his hearty concurrence and affiſtance. 
Lord Nugent objected to the clauſe in queſtion, as tending 14. Neger 
jety upjuſtifiably, in his opinion, to interfere with his Ma- 
elty's domeſtic regulations, He ſaid, if the honourable 
rnleman, when he ſaw the painter at work in the Banquet- 
aug Houſe, at Whitehall, on the paintings of Reubens, had 
aſked that painter, who he was, he did not all doubt, but the 
man would have told him he was a reformer, and that he was 
tempting to reform and alter thoſe pictures which had been 
the original work of a greater maſter, and had been admired 
for ſa long ſeries of years. Juſt as the painter's attempts to 
ortet the pictures of Reubens had ſtruck the honourable 
gentleman, did the honourable gentleman's bill ſtrike him; 
t was an attempt to reform, alter, and correct the conſtitu- 
tion; he cautioned the honourable gentleman, therefore, how 
he proceeded ; the conſtitution was the work of the old 
ſchool, the work of thoſe maſters, whofe umverſal excel- 
ence and {kill had been'eftaBliſhed by the ſanction and ap- 
probation of admiring ages; let the honourable gentleman 
enſider, that the picture, however, mellowed by the hand 
of time, had not loſt its original beanty, and that the rude 
land of a modern reformer, might, under the notion of cor- 
ring and improving, ſpoil the piece altogether, $ 
Mr. Burke in reply, faid, the noble Lord's argument, was Bar. Bute, 
a argument ad ver ecundiam, which he would readily anſwer, ” 
That which made the painter be employed to re-touch the 
almoſt inyiible ſtrokes of Reubens, made him turn reformer — 
te neceſſity of the times. That it was contrary to his 
Koius, his temper, and his wiſh, contrary to every inclina- 
tion of his mind, to attempt the invidious taſk he had then in 
Hod ; he did affure the noble Lord, however, chat nothing 
bit dire neceſſity had forced him upon it. Hr had long fa 
nented the great and preſfing occaſion for ſome perſon to at- 
apt a_'retormation in many of the great branches of the 
public expenditure. He had waited almoſt to che laſt mo- 
nent, in Logs that ſome other perſon, whoſe ſuperior talemts 
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| 8 was ſaid not to be cloathed like the flies af the field; 
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preffing more and more, he had at laſt ventured, 1 , 
n atadk which be diſliked as much as apy man hving,. 
Te aſfure the noble Lord he would much rather haye Propele 
- build his Majeſty ſplendid pal aces 7 to. bu him e mol 
able pictures, and to do ei Which 9290 conti 
nite told him up in all the lendour and magni. 
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with, a view, 
A trifling” faying for the public, to affſt ſomewhat bois. 
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olomon, with all his heart, might outvie the lillies g 
eld ; he had not the ſmalleſt objection. He repeated it, i 
275 be qecefit of the times, and o his will, that made bim 
a ich ormer, ,. He could not, however, but wonder a little u 
he noble Lord's compariſon of his bill, and the objects of it, 
A modern painter's reforming the pictures of Reubens; be 
Won have thought the ſimife of the old tattered worktel 
ſtockings, which had been uſed the preceding day, would 
aye fared better, becauſe his bill was calculated not to alter 
e_ conſtitution, but to pick out the old worſted, to dray 
the rents together, and mend the holes. Such an office a 
that he had undertaken was far from being new. There uu 
in the hopſchold itſelf an office like it, and that was called 
e office of arras mender, whole duty it was to take Fake, 
of the tapeſtry hangings, the works of old maſters, an whict 
had been admired for a ſeries of years, but which 7 0 the 
decay and rottenneſs occaſioned in them by the teeth of de. 
els time, and from the holes made in them by the teeth 
5 on other obnoxious 8 2 who EE, them- 
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hoped would give no occaſion for the employment of the 


fr feat pardrobe for many, many years to came. His Ma- 
Un ey, he thanked God, had been bleſt with a vigorous and 
ne 


ful conftitotion ; in all probability, therefore, no gen- 
kn preſent would ſive to ſee a rel in. The Wa 
þle gentleman had talked a great deal, and very pathetically 
a the ſubje& of great funerals; perhaps he bret w that the 
cauſe would paſs the committee, and as that would naturally 
dect thedeath of the great wardrobe, the honourable gentle 
un might have in view its funeral proceſſion, in which Lord 
dcham, and the honourable gentleman, would ce 
Wk as chief mourners, a fight certainly very melancholy to 
kyold, but particularly affecting to the honourable gentle - 
inn, and thoſe other officers who made up the ſolemn ſhew, 
brat funerals in general, Mr. Burke ſaid, were great follics 
de worſt waſte of money that could be adopted. Now and 
ten, indeed, when the nation meant to do honour to a de-, 


üering character, to whoſe efforts, while living, it flood 
hinge indebted, they were proper, juſtifiable, and even ne- 
lc ue He had ſeen one ſuch funeral, and, there indeed, 
{ 1, ir muſt do the great wardrobe the juſtice to ſay, that they, 
* lad rigidly adhered to that virtue, which it was one obje 1 


H his bill to recommend andenforce, the virtues of cecono+ 
*! So œconomical, and ſo ſaving were the great wardrobe. 
u chat occaſion, that the cloaks were ſhort, ſcanty, and 
iead-bare, and no ſcarfs, nor hardly any thing 28 
obe had. Perhaps, indeed, it was intended as 2 ſtroke of 
Alley in the great wardrobe, who, knowing that the minority 
ld be the chief attendants on that funeral, and remem- 
ering that it was the minority who made ſo much noiſe about 
tonomy in Parliament, were determined to treat them in 
ir own way, and to ſhew thit one public office at leaſt, at, 
tnded with due deference to their doctrines, and carried their 
pattice of cæcanomy, even beyond the bounds of decency. 
"The next article of MY; Gilbert's liſt, which he took no- 
dee of, was the cloathing of the tate trumpeters; by theſe,” 
| ad, he preſumed the writers for government Were meant, 
ſo having f = ſucceeded in their efforts as to render mi- 
try une y unpopular and deteſtable, certainly o gh 
dic well, raken care of and properly cloathed, He under, 
bod, however, that the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, had, 


2 000" that bufinefs, ſhewn ſome regard to the public, and b 
wi) ny of ſaving expence, bad contrafted to pay the wo 


He writers undertook, by the groſs, After gang 
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ſeveral other articles, he ſaid, “ ſo much for the work done 
for rhe crown, now let us ſee what is done for the people,” 
Why, the great wardrobe furniſhes the Houſe of Commons, 
and the Houſe of Lords, The proper. conſtituuonal furni. 
ture of the former, he ſaid, were living figures,: ſuch, how. 


ever, as were ſometimes rather coſtly, and by the price of 


the, purchaſe not very economically bought. With regard 
to the ſeats, it was impoſſible, for him by the feel to alcertain 
whether they were doe by contract, or how, but there need 
he thought, be no great expence laviſhed;on them; matter 
ruſhes would inſpire as patriotic ſentiments to the perſo 
who ſat upon them, as ſoft cuſhions. He -pre:umed, that 
neither Lord Pelham, nor the honourable gentleman troubled 
their beads about them; that if they did any thing tharcon 
cerned furniſhing either Houſe of Parliament, it was by 
ſtuffigg the woolſacks, and other metaphorical ſeats of the 
other Houſe, Having for a conſiderable time excited laughter 
by His wit, Mr. Burke returned to a ſerious confideration df 
clauſs, pointing out the great wardrobe, and other office 
as.unneceſiary, and therefore as they coſt a conſiderable ſum 
he ſaid, be thought they might well be ſparcd, and ought te 
he aboliſhed, 1 G1 5 
Mr. Medley roſe to declare, that he wiſhed for ceconomy 
as much as any gentleman preſent, but he never would con 
ſent to touch any part of the King's eſtabliſhment. His Ma 
jeſty had given up his hereditary eftates in exchange for that 


ciyil eſtabliſhment ; the matter, therefore, excluſive of ii 


having turned out exceedingly advantageous to the public 


Was a matter of bargain. between Parliament and the crown 


and being once made, that Houſe had no right whatever tc 
interfere with it, or break it; for which: reaton,. as long. 3 
he ſat in that Houſe, he never would conſent to alter or touc 
a ſinngle bair of it. When he ſaid: this, he begged not to 

ſuppoſed to ſpeak from any ſiniſter or intereſted view. E 
was as independent a man as any gentleman preſent; he did 
aſſure the Houſe he never would either aſk or accept of any 
favour from the crown, and if he was then at his Majeſty" 


cet, he would ſay the fame, 2 


Mr.Hopkins, Mr. Hopkins ſpoke in ſupport of the clauſe, declaring that 


Sir Rie hard 
Sutton: N 


— 


the offices meant to be aboliſhed by it, coſt a great deal 0 
one y, and anſwered no good purpoſe hate ver.. 
Sir Kichard Sutton condemned the clauſe in very ſtrong 
terms, and reprobated the idea of furniſhing the royal palac 
with furniture, pictures, &c. by — as a mode a 
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lone treating the prince equally degrading to him, and mean and 
le,” W pitiful in that Houſe to attempt to enact by act of Parlia- 
ons, nent. He mentioned the King of Pruſſia's wardrobe, as 
rni· t(cribed'by Dr. Moore in his late publication, in proof of 8 
ow. the wretched manner a king cloathed by contract would ap- 


r. ' | ; 

gare "Mr. Burke replied to Sir Richard Sutton, and obſerved that r. Burke. 
tan the honourable Baronet had been ſpeaking to a wrong clauſe, 
cel for that there was not one word about contracts in the clauſe 
utc ihen before the committee. Mr. Burke ſaid, he had been 
(ono ed to hear of the King of Pruſſia as a great ſoldier, a great 
a egiſlator, and though with many ſtrong foibles as a man, 
bleu one of the greateſt monarchs of the preſent century. 
c Hs economy was worth our copying. | 
S DI - Sir Richard Sutton roſe again, and ſaid the honourable gen- Sir Richard 
; thoeman was miſtaken, for if he looked to Page 7 of the bill, Sutton. 
uten de would there ſee a clauſe referring to the claute now before 
n dee committee, by which it was enacted, that all furniture and 
ices Mother moveables, to be purchaſed for the uſe of his Majeſty's 
lum houſchold, were to be contracted for by the Lord Chamber- 
ht toffliin; a clauſe which every gentleman muſt ſee the abſurdity 

of, becauſe in ſome caſes it was impracticable, particularly 
omyWu the purehaſe of pictures. \ 
co Mr. Burke told the honourable Baronet that he had never Mr. Burke. 
honed to abridge his Majeſty either in furniture, pictures, 
ke. &c. but that if his bill had paſſed altogether as he 
brought it in, his Majeſty might have had juſt whatever he 
loſe, only he would have been certain of being better 
erved, ich regard to pictures, Mr. Burke faid, he had 
er wen ſore in his Majeſty's palaces, which he ſhould have 
Imgined- had been bought by contract, and thoſe ve badly 
bought they were ſuch miſerable worthleſs pieces. e beg 
ed the honourable Baronet, however, to recollect, that 
nding gentlemen in general were averſe to the King's being 
red by contract, he had himſelf declared, he ſhould drop 
ll that part of the bill, and, where it had occurred, as in 
age 4, reſpecting the Lord Steward, he had paſſed over the 
auſe altogether. He aſeribed the hynourable Baronet's talk- 
bg of a clauſe two pages off inſtead of that under confidera- 
ion, to his conſciouſneſs that there was no ground for objection 
I that clauſe which was really before the committee. 


wong Lord North roſe to (peak to the clauſe, which he objected Lord North, 
alacev iſe generally, declaring his difinclination to tear the King's | 

at's oulhold to pieces by a& of Parliament, and his determina» 

A 


vn to oppoſe every ſuch attempt. His lordſhip ſaid, there were 
gg 2 offices 


Ar Horace Sit Horace Mann faid, he had already declared his diſap- 


Mas. 


The office of inaſter of the robes; he declared, Had no con- 
necttion with the great wardrobe. It was an office held by a 


declared, that it appeared to him a ve 
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"offices jumbled together in the clauſe, which had no ſort of 
anulogy whatever, nor could he concelve on whit ground the 
honourable gentleman had put them into the ſame clauſe, 


very good friend and near relation of his [the honourable 
Y mee Brudenell] and an office of a- very different nature, 

believed, from what the honourable gentleman imagined, 
The maſter of the robes was always confidered as firſt 'groom 
of the bed-chamber, and had the entrees the ſame as the 
others; as the honourable gentleman, therefore, had de- 
clared he did not wiſh to meddle with them, he preſumed he 
would not wiſh, when he knew what he then told him, to 
aboliſh the office of maſter of the robes. | 


— 


probation of violent meaſures, and for that reaſon had ex- 
preſſed his objection to committees of aſſociation. He la- 
mented the abErice of Mr. Pitt, whoſe bad ſtate of health 
he deſcribed as the cauſe, and ſpoke of his diſintereſted zeal 
for the public welfare, and his great abilities, in terms of the 
warmeſt panegyrick. He declared, the extract from the re- 
- ſolutions of the meeting held at Cambridge, on the 10th in- 
ſtant, which Mr. Pitt had read to the Houſe a few days ago, 
had given him the higheft ſatisfaction, inaſmuch as they ex- 
 aRly coincided with his own ſentiments, He begged the 
Houſe, however, to attend to the grounds upon which the 
Cambridge reſolutions were founded a flattering expectatio 
of che further interference of the Houſe of Commons, with 


- regard to the grievances complained of by the petitions of 
the people, — — what they ſhould do in con- 
formity to their ſolemn reſolutions of the | 6th of — 
would give effectual relief. He bid the Houſe, ore, 
| conſider,” that they muſt do ſomething that would fall in with 
the expectations of the people, and not abuſe their confidence. 
The objects of the clauſe under confideration, he thought 
were _ 1m and as _ tended towards con om, 
.coinc ich the petitions of the people; but, perhaps, it 
would be more reſpectſul to the crown to do the buſineſi bj 
addreſs, rather than hy act of Parliament. He wiſhed h. 
honourable friend had been preſent to take the lead im ſuch 1 
buſineſs ; he would gladly have followed him vpon it. He 
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proper and it 
no other perſon would do it, he ſaid, — and bunt. 
as his abilities were, he would move an addreſi to the crow!) 
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— — thoſe- things might be done which were the 
her f the bill, provided he found that ſuch a meaſure 
ſhould prove agreeable to the Houſe. g | 


* 


General Camway roſe, and ſaid the ground of argument bad Gen. Con» 
changed io much fince the bill was laſt under conſideration way. 


ofthe: committee, that he fearcely knew in what manner to 
treat the ſubject. It was, as the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke. laſt: had ſaid, highly neceſſary that ſomething ſhould 
be dofie in compliance Sch, the-petitions of the people ; the 
people had particularly recommended œc my, and it was 
undoubtedly highly neceſſary; we were now confeſſedly car- 
tying on a war of œconomy with our foes, a war of finance, 
which muſt unavoidably terminate in the ruin of them or us. 
The adviſers of his Majeſty, ought, therefore, to adopt 


crery meaſure that tended towards ceconomy, and they could 


not do better than look to France, and ſee. what had been the 
conduct of that court. From the moment Lewis XVI. came 
to the throne, reformation and ceconomy had been the great 
objects of their attention. The General here pulled tome 
tanſlations of French edits from his pocket, and read an 
extract from the very firſt publiſhed by the preſent, French 
Kipg, immediately on his acceſſion to the throne in 1774. The 
extract was couched in very affectionate terms of addteſo to 
the ſubjects of France, informing them that che preceding 
reign had abounded in liberalitics and proſuſeneſſes, to an 
excels extremely detrimental to the intereſt of the kingdom, 
and that the King was determined to reform them as muchas 
poſſible, and to begin his reign with abridging his own ex- 
pences, the better to get the finances of his kingdom ĩato 
good order. The conſequences of ſteadily, adhering to this 
reſolution, the General deſcribed as exceedingly beneſicial to 
France; the end, he faid; was ſo :fully-antwered, thut ſhe 
had on tpoſcd- no taxes on the ſubject, and had-this year, 
for the firſt time, made | a loan, and that a very ſmallenc, 
\Whercas we had added fixty million to our national debt al- 
ady. He eſtimated the ſax ings made hy the King of France 


in his houſfiold only, at near a million annually, and caleu- 


luated that it would pay the intereſti twenty -e millions. 


Mr. Kontz in general terms. commended che clauſe, pdinted Mr. E. 


: out the ſaving it would occaſion, ſaid it came directly under 
the prayer of the (petitions, reminding the committee that the 

Houſe had: pledged the mſelves · by their reſolutions of the th 
of April, to do ſomething effedtual te diminiſh the iafluence 
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of the crown, and adviſed the agreeing to the preſent clauſe 
as one ſtep towards diſcharging that promiſe. 


| Mr. Powys: Mr. Powys expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that the Miniſter 


had not riſen and given the Houſe aſſurance, that if the ad. 
dreſs which had been mentioned, was propoſed, it ſhould not 
be objected to and defeated by the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon and his friends. © . 

Mr. Adair, Mr. Adair ſupported the cauſe very ftrenuouſly, and urged 
the abſolute neceſſity of complying with the prayers of the 
petitions, in regard to cxconomy. as order to prove that the 
committee were warranted to interfere, he moved to have the 
reſolution propoſed by Mr. Pitt on the 6th of April, and a- 
greed to by the committee, and afterwards confirmed by the 

ouſe, read, | | | 
It was read accordingly at the table. | 

Lerd North, Lord North then roſe, and after apologizing for ſitting fi- 
lent ſo long, ſaid, that undoubtedly an addreſs to the throne 
was both a parliamentary and conſtitutional meaſure; that e- 
very thing which came from that Houſe would always be re- 
garded with the utmoſt attention and reſpect, by thoſe about 
the perſon of his Majefty ; that he owed a reſolution of that 
Houſe the greateſt deference ; he owed it alſo his obedience, 

not indeed as much as he owed to an act of Parliament, but 
as much as a refolution of one Houſe of Parliament was en- 
titled to. An addreſs from that Houſe, was the voice of the 
people of England, which was at all times entitled to the ut- 
moſt deference, The people of England, when they ſpoke 
through their repreſentatives, adopted that mode of ſpeaking 
to the throne, by which alone the people of England could be 
heard or could ſpeak. Gentlemen had ſaid a great deal about 
exconomy, and the King of Pruſſia had been mentioned, 
The ſoveteign, whom he had the honour to ſerve, in his de- 
fires to have economy ſtrictly attended to at all times, and to 
comply with the wiſhes of his people, would give way to no 
ſovereign on the face of the globe. His Majeſty was always 
eager to pleaſe the people, and to do every thing in his power 
that could poſſibly contribute to their happineſs and their wel- 
fare. FEEL. 2 ö 


83 His Lordſhip. was called to order by General Conway, who 


c. Toe in great heat, and charged the noble Lord with having 


perverted his words, and applied what he had ſaid relative to 


the adviſers of the crown, to the perſon of the Sovereign, 2 
matter exceedingly.improper and directly contrary to order. 
This ereated a violent warmth in the committee, Lord 
# 4 ED 30092k Un 45972 7 
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Lord North roſe, and ſuid, the hon, gentleman had no right Lord North. 
wtop bim in o much "nr at; that he was a {:rvant of the 
crown, as well as the hon. zentleman, and as faithful a ſer- 
unt. He cottended, he had not bien diſor erly; he had a 
right to ſay, the for cheign he ſerved, in regard to 4 deſire to 
have economy ſttiétly adhered to, would give way to no ſo 
yereigh on the face of the globe. 

His lordſhip was again called to order by Mr. Denpfter, Mr. Dang: 
ho aſſerted that the- noble Lord had tid down a poſitihn Ar. 
which-could not be dedated, and therefore he had {poken con- 
trhry to order. ho 

Lord North biene that he bad only paid a j iſt com- Lord North 
ett x6 hu ſovereign; that he had not uſed the name of 
the King to influence the d- -bate, as a ſcreen for a miniſter, as 

refuge, or in any of thoie »0i-13 of view Which the order 
of the Haute was directed at; and thit he had'a right to pay 
bis Majeſty the c:mplimnt which his character merited, *” 

Met Dunning inter rup ed the noble Lord, to tell him'that , Due. 
what he h. ſaid was impertinent to the ſudje in debate, ning+ 
That perhaps the noble Lord would pl ad that in excuſe, but 
Its being impertine t was no xcuſe; the noble Lord ought to 
know that the Houſe of Comm ops wis not a place for com- 
pliments to the ſove t gn; that no one gentleman oreſent was 
to learn the amiaole virtues of their prince, it was therefore 
pmnecrflary and improper to biazi them within'thoſe wells, \ 
ard could only be one with a view to influence debate. A- 
nether thing the noble Lord had faid; he could not ſuffer to 
paſ- unnoticed, and that was his d farati on, that the peaple 
of England could only de heard through their re Tages, tag 
He denied this doctrine; every man, the meaneſt ſubject, nad 
1 right to petition his ſovereign. 

. lord North ſaid moſt certainly every man, a a ſubjeRt of that Lord North: 
kin dom, had the right de (cribed by the learned gr ntlem 'n, 
and God forbid it ſhould ever be queſtioned or denied., But | 
thin a petition fo deiiverec, was the petition of che individual 
or ndividuals who figned it; he had been == ng ot the 
peopie if England collectively. wh- could only be heard by 
= repreſentatives, His lordſhip having ſaid ais, went in- 

to ;gencral reply to all that had been thrown out in the coutſe 
ot the debate ; and firſt, ne took notice of what General Con- 
way had f id rei tive fo the finances of F rance, and the'ad- 

vil rs of the crown. t was impoſſible, he declared, to know 
the ſtat- of the f nner, from the French edicts. They Were 
gen tral a mirable productions of very able men, drawn up 7 
in the moſt togthing terms, and ftudioufly deſigned to have 2 

| pleaſing 
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to look back on the rei WAY 
e as the firſt 35 SH f heed 
bave beeo, a reign of great. 95 bee 


honourable gent! eman, wo a th! : 
425 dawn up in the fan DE; = 
dreſs to the paſſions o <p be 22 5 — 
1 28 2 great deal about the . baving e e ow 
the hon, g gentleman mu recolleQ, that where great a- 
buſes by 19 (8/118 Eg favings could be made; 
reign having been a very oh N 18 vere Sk e greater 
ropm for reform on the acceſſion Louis X Ys As to that 
prince” $ houſeh ald, the maiſon 15 roi ; dif 1 165 very eſſen· 
tially from our King's ciyil liſt ſum was aſtoniſhingly 
larger, neither did any part of it go to public expences, 
1 "i 2 very great proportion of the. civil liſt was applied 
pay ment of our ambaſſadors, and otherwiſe to the pub- 
lic uſe. he financier of France was, undoubtedly a man of 
reat talents, and he believed deſerved the greateft encomiums, 
but it was not poſſible to judge what ſtate the finances of 
France were in, becauſe, according to the form of the French 
government, the miniſter could anticipate and go on at a great 
expence, without the people knowing it; whereas, in this 
Country, whenever a great meaſure is adopted, the miniſter 
is expected to \ propoſe a tax immediately to anſwer, the expence 
a miniſter here would not be ſuffered to anticipate. 


His Lordſhip then obſerved, 28 it had reges deen urg - 


ed that Queen Anne gave 100, oool. a uring the war in 
90 reign, out of her civil liſt; the = was fo, his Lordſhip 
ut gentlemen forgot that this. boon was only given for 

Fu re. and that the ſixth year the miniſter came to Par- 
Jiament, and upon ftating thedebts of the civil liſt, obtained 
a grant of 600,000], He had this example before him, and 
therefore he had been backward. in propoſing a ſimilar mea- 
ſure, decauſe he could by no means approve, © of recommend: 
ing to bis Maje ſty to give that as a, boon w ich was after- 
wards to be demanded. back again as a debt. When be had 
192 plicd to Parliament to pay the debts of the civil lift, it 
| bee Alke if he would anſwer ige it, that he 9 i 


3 — Pp rince of Wales's houſhold v 425 eſtabliſhed he, the 56 — 
en 


ener would be = + out of the civil liſt, as it would 
fand at, go, ooo. a year, He ſaid he had not, at that time, 
cauſe, he could not ſpeak with certaiaty, and he 


* e ſhould always be cautious how he made engagement: | 
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He could now, however, tell the committee, that the Prince 
of Wites's houſhold ſhignld be paid without any additional 
dam oh the public. The. coil lift was apparently in arrear, 
but 1 reality ; becauſe it had been in advance for great 
public Purpoſes, 26d, that" woney would come back again 
is lordftip declared that the war hid occaſioned great ex- 
pences "which immediately affected the civil lift.” He ſtated 
thit the "American refugees were paid a large ſum annual) y out 
Kit. That on an application from the iſland” of Barbadges 
(es tip Hoes, Tor aining of their being in the moſt preſ- 
ing diſtreſs for want of proviſions, his Majeſty, had ordered 
e e pounds to be advanced ta buy proviſions, and 
ee them to be ſent to the iſland, His Majeſty had 
118 orgeted. 16,0001. in lig manner to be advanced in con- 
ſequence of a fimilat application lately from the iſland of An- 
ae .. has 
Ae going through a variety of patticulars, all tending 
to ptove, chat the civil liſt arrears were occaſioned by the 
bfeat experice of ſecret "ſervice money, and other neceſſary 
public ur ſes, his Lordſhip adverted to the clauſe, and re- 
Reaied Hic diſfike to tear the civil eſtabliſhment to pieces by 
2& of Parliament ; declaring at the ſame time that the bill 
had no object which might not to the full as well be effected 
by.addreſs —_—_ —_— 7 = 
"vt Horace Mam (aid, he ſaw if he moved for an addreſs, Sir Horace 
de ſhould nor be ſupported by the noble Lord; he would there- Mars. 


fore decline any ſuch meaſure. PN r 13 
KEE ana made an excellent ſpeech in reply to Lord — 
er . ner e 4 34.) . 

VER George Gordon alſo cut about him, and concluded Lord Gg 

with Taying, he'd have nothing to do with ſüch an old*cloaths Cn. 

bifinef, er would cee in the eng?! 

"Te'committee at length divided, 1 

Otis mit Ayes | "x62 "* ; Noes | 210 iQ _—_ 

"Fh&commitree then proceeded upon the next clauſe, 57. 

wer för aboliſhing the board of works. 

Mr. Whitihed Keene was on his legs three quarters of Mr. i- 
hour, giving a full account'of the uſe of the board of works, ſbed Reene. 

and a, detan of works done by it within theſe few years, to the 

zudunt of $60,81,000L Which he ſaid could not otherwiſe 


FIVIN £6 


have deog done for the public'fo-cheaply,# 0 oe 
renn io benen 
Dr i is ALAS 62 bisy 29 DINDOW 339 


e Amesg any curious iterhs* in Mr. Whithed! Kent Feen 
of the ex pencet incurred in the ddard of works, in the courſt of the 
1 579, were the following: 
, Spent 
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Mr. Burks; Mr, Burke made a moſt witty and laughable reply, compar. 


ing the board of works to the Fox alehouſe, a little, contemp- 
tible, ill-convenient and ill · conditioned tenement, which any 
perſon would ride by without noticing, but which, upon pa- 
per and with the help of oratory, would fill many ſheets, and 
Cut as ſplendid a figure in deſcription as the nobleſt palace. 
At eleyen the committee divided. 2 
Ayes 118. Noes 203. 


Lord Georgo Lord (George Gordon then moved that the committee ſhould 
Gordon. adjourn, and the chairman report a progreſs, and aſk leave to 


fit again. | 
_ Adjourned to May ft. | by 


May 1. 


Sir Herbert Sir Herbert Mackworth preſented à petition from-'a Mr. 
Mackwerth-(Treen, ſetting forth that he had deviſed a method for man- 


ning the royal navy without preſſing, and praying he might 
be heard thereon. The Baronet, after a ſhort preface, mor- 
ed that the ſaid petition be referred to a Committee. 

x Lord 


Spent in erections and improvements in the houſehold gardens. 

Serenty-four thouſand pounds in buildings in and about the Queen“ 
palace, What was done ? Building a few offices, a library next 
Pimlico, ſome alterations in the body of the houſe, and the railing put 
up before it. — A better houſe might be ercCfted fox half the money, 
from the very foundation. 

"Eleven thouſand pounds laid out in the Queen's garden. What 
was done ? Building a wall next to the green park, aud round to the 
turnpike, laying down the whole in a graſs-plat, and planting a few 
trees and ſhrubs, which at the rate of about 1 5091. per acre, or upwards 
of 3000l. for what was taken in from the green park. 

Almoſt fourteen thouſand pounds, for beautifying St. James's park. 
What was done? Filling up Roſamond's Pond, and the dykes about 
mud or duck iſland; putting up the railing, and planting a few trees; 
the whale of which might be executed for little more than the value 
of the timber cut down, in ſome countries. The park contains about 
thirty acres, the improvements about 5ool. an acre, or ten times the 
value of the fee ſimple. 

The Queen*s houſe at Richmond, thirty-two thouſand pounds, 
What was done? The houſe is not half finiſhed; and, when fiviſhed, 
would nt coſt ſome gentlemen in ſome countries ſix thouſand pounds. 

Six dWaland pounds at Richmond.— For what ? For pulling down 
an old Houſe. Four thouſand for doing ſomething inviſible at 
Carleton-houſe ; as much more at Kew for the ſame purpoſes; and 4 
round ſum for erections made on the other fide of the houſe. 

One hundred and thirteen thouſand pounds, or fix thouſand pounds 
a year, for taking care of the gardens; and twenty-ſeven * 

| | poun 
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Lord Beauchamp thought there was an impropriety in the Lord Baau- 
motion; as it went to reter a petition to the conſideration of champ. 
committee, before the contents of the petition were made 
known to the Houſe. 

Lord Howe faid no one could feel a greater concern than he Lord Howe 
did at the practice of forcing men into the ſervice; he was, 
however, the laſt perſon to prevent any method from coming 
under conſideration, for the better manning of the navy, but 
till the petition in queſtion had been ſubmitted to the Admi- 
ralty, he could not give his conſent for referring it to a com- 
mittee of that Houſe, at leaſt at that time when none of the 
Lords of the Admiralty were preſent. 

Sir Herbert Mackworth ſaid, he had nothing more in view, Sir Herbere 
than the immediate good of the public, and was willing to Mackwertb. 
meet the idea of the Houſe, He, therefore, would content 

| Hhhh 2 himſelf 


8 8 — * 


pounds for the private roads; or at the rate of fix thouſand for the gar- 
dens, and thirteen hundred pounds per ann. for the roads. What 
are the whole of the gardens? 378 acres, or about ſeven pounds per 
xcre for rolling the gardens.— What are the roads? Four miles of the 
worſt road within the vicinity of the metropolis, on which, there are 
three turnpike-gates. Now, ſo far as perſons are privileged, or per- 
mitted to paſs free on thoſe roads, a Yorkſhiceman would be apt to 
imagine that he could keep a road in repair upon the ſame terms, for 
zool. per annum, from London to York. 

We ſhall only ſelect two other inſtances: Twenty thouſand pounds 
for lighting and paving; whereas, it is notorious, that the King's, pa- 
ces are the worſt lighted, and the courts the worſt paved in his Ma- 
jeſty's dominions : from Downing-ſtreet to the Admiralty, there are 
not above three ſtreet · lamps; and after twelve at night theſe ceaſe to 
burn; by which means the bedarkened traveller runs a chance of hay» 
ing his pocket emptied of his caſh, and his ſkull of its brains, if he 
poſſeſſes either; and that by ſome friendly red-coat, within perhaps a 


few yards of the next centinel. Nothing however is loſt, it all goes 


to the common ſtock; and the girls, the centinel, and the aſſailant, 
generally divide the plunder. Look into the Park, and ſee how Lord 
North's garden-wall is illuminated; not a ſingle lamp from Fludyer- 
ſtreet to New-ſtrect, Spring-gardens. _ 

But at once to out-do probability, without building new houſes, with- 
out erefing even a ſtable, without planting or ſowing graſs-ſeeds, with - 
but paving, or lighting, or rolling, or cutting down ; in ſhort, without 
doing any thing but uſing a little mortar, a few flates, ſome tiles, and 
2 few deal boards, the next article is the ſum of five hundred and eigh- 
teen thouſand pounds, or twenty-ſeven thouſand pounds per annum, 


ſor nineteen years, for keeping the Royal Palaces in repair 
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himſelf for the-preſent, by moving, that the petition ſhould 
he on the table ; and the petition-was diſpoſed of accordingly, 
Mr. Temple Luttrell ſtated to the Houſe, that in conſequence 
of the wages due to the ſeamen on board the Invincible, hay. 
ing been delayed, a mutiny had taken place, and four unhzy. 
py men ſentenced to die for the part they had taken init. U he 
hon. gentleman withed to call the attention of the Houſe ta 
their caſe, which he thought a very hard and crue} one, az 


they had a very juſt right to complain of the ftoppage that had 


been made of their pay; and obſerved, that it was oppreſſion 
in the higheſt degree, firſt to preſs. men into the ſervice, then 
to irritate them, by keeping from them their wages, and af. 


terwards to adjudge them guilty of death for a mutiny. He 


Lord Mul- 


grave. 
Admiral 


Keppel. 


Lord Au- 
gr eve, 


| Aemiral 


Keppel. 


thought the caſe of thoſe men well worth the conſideration 


of the Houſe, as it would be little leſs than murder, to put 
them to death for what they had done, The hon. gentleman 
then moved, : 

«© That there be laid before this Houſe an account of all 
monies due on wages to ſeamen and marines ſerving on board 
his Majeſty's ſhip the Thundeter, at the time the laſt payment 
was made to all or any of the crew of the ſaid ſhip, together 
with the dates and amount of the ſeveral ſums then iſſued to 
ſeamen and marines reſpectively.” | 

That there be laid before this Houſe an account of al 
monies due on wages to ſeamen and marines ſerving on board 
bis Majeſty's ſhip the Invincible, at the time the mutiny or 
diſturbance happened on board the faid ſhip.” The ſame 
were, upon the queſtion, ordered accordingly. 

Lord Mulgrave ſaid it was not uſual to lay accounts before 
the Houſe, until ſome reaſon was given for it, though he had 
no objection to the preſent motion. | 
Admiral Azppel ſaid he was unwilling to lay any blame up- 
on any particular perſun, but he was very ſure there muſt 
have been a fault ſome- where, or the mutiny ſpoken of would 
not have happened. & Ft 200 
Lord Mulgrave took up the hon. gentleman, and ſaid, that 
mutinies might be expected to be more frequent, when ſpoken 
of in ſuch a manner. ä 
Admiral Keppel ſaid, he loved diſcipline, as well as the ro- 
ble Lord, but always wiſhed to ſhew lenity when an oppor: 
tunity offered. There was one inſtance of it in particular, 


which he ſhould always recolle& with pride. When he lak 


commanded, Sir Robert Harland came to him to inform him 
of a mutiny; and what did he do? He did not order any ſe- 


verity to be uſed; he knew that was the laſt thing to " 4 
| orte 


He 
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forted to. But he told Sir Robert Harland to go back to the 
men, and tell them that he would not ſuffer him, or any one 
elſe to do them an injury, and deſired they would make him 
zequainted with the nature of their complaint. The method 
he took had the deſired effect; the mutiny ſubſided, and the 
nen returned to their duty. His lenity had procured this; 
whereas, had he proceeded to extremities, a great deal of 
blood muſt have been ſhed. Naim Mad 
Lord Hotue was of the ſame opinion as to the caſe of the Lord Me. 
four men condemned to die; and defired the hon. gentleman, 
when next he told the ſtory, that he would uſe the word diſ- 
cipline, inſtead of lenity. 2 | 
Lord Mulgrave informed the Houſe, that he was given to Lord N- 
underſtand, that the court martial on the four men, had not Ee. 
proceeded againſt them with the utmoſt rigour of the law, but 
had only ſentenced them to corporal puniſhment, part of 
which had been inflicted upon them. The matter was there- 
upon diſmiſſed. 
Mr. Burke then called the attention of the Houſe to the Mr. Jurte. 
caſe of the two men who belonged to the Eagle privateer, 
and were the laſt Admiralty ſeſſion at the Old Bailey capital - 
ly convicted for mutiny. Mr. Burke gave a detail of the 
whole tranſaction, informing the Houſe, that the ſaid priva- 
teer was, ſoon after it left Briſtol, run away with by the cap- 
tuin, who after plundering ſeveral ſhips ,»wanted to ſet his 
men aſhore at Falmouth 3 but they knowing they ſhould be 
prefſed in that caſe, made reſiſtance, in conſequence of which 
a mutiny aroſe, and one of the faip's crew was killed. Mr. 
Burke was of opinion that it would be a very bad example to 
the ſervice to put to death thoſe who had been guilty of amu- 
tiny on board a private ſhip, under ſuch circumſtances as he 
had ſtated; conſidering the matter in this light, he thought it 
the duty of the Rouſe to interfere, as it was their province 
to take care that juſtice was dealt out with mercy ; andiunleſs 
ſome one in authority would promiſe that the execution of the 
men ſhould be reſpited, he would certainly move for an ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty for that purpoſe, » 20 nh 
Lord North laid, it would, perhaps, be taking too much Lord Nm. 
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upon him, to promiſe that the men ſhould be reſpited; but 
be aſſured the Houſe, that he would take care to notice it pro- 
perly, and as far as it laid in his power, it ſhould be done. 
Mr. Gilbert moved, that it be referred to the committee of Mr. Gilbert, 
ways and means, to diſcontinue the allowance on the waſte of 
alt, carried coaſt wiſe. : 

ir 
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Yonge. gence, was, in fact, impoling a new tax. a 


Sir M Sir William Meredith oppoſed it, and ſaid that it would 


Meredith. throw the trade more into the inland parts, and tuin the coaſt. 
ning trade, | and Fe 
Mr. Gilbere, Mr. Gilbert replied, that it would make a ſaving to the pub- 
lic of 15,000). a year, and ſerve to replace the tax on coal; 
which Lord North had ſignified he, ſhould decline laying, 
The motion, however, was withdrawn. | | 
Sir Horace Sir Horace Mann preſented a petition from bis Majeſty's 
Mar, proteſtant ſubjects of the town of Maidſtone in the county of 
Kent, praying for a repeal of the act paſſed the laſt ſeſſion of 
Parliament, in favour of the Roman catholicks, and the peti- 
tion was ordered to lie on the table, | 
Lord Grergs Lord George Cordon ſeverely animadyerted on the conduct 
Gerden.,; of oppoſition, in baving affifted laſt year in bringing in the 
bill in favour of the Roman catholicks, to which, however, 
he believed many of them had been innocently drawn by the 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon, who, in his comparing thoſe 
concerned in the league of Cambray to the oppoſition, ſeemed 
to indicate that he ſuſpected ſome of them to be friends of 
popery, for he mentioned the Pope as being at the head of 
that league. The noble Lord proceeded in this ftrain, 
and threw out that it was the common topic of diſcourk 
in France, that this country would ſhortly become a province 
dependant on that power, and that the Count D'Artois 
was already pitched upon to goyern it, 


< 


Mr. Harte Mr. Hartley roſe for the purpoſe of ſtating to the Houle, 


ley. the nature of the propoſition he intended to move, reſpecting 
America. It would, he ſaid, conſiſt of three motions. The 
firſt would be declaratory of the principle, and would go to 
declare againſt any farther proſecution of the war in Ame- 
rica, as it prevented the uſe of his Majeſty's arms agaialt 
the Houſe of Bourbon. The ſecond motion he ſhould make, 
would be for 3 his Majeſty for that purpoſe; and his 
third motion, for enabling his Majeſty to open a negociation 
for the purpoſe of effecting a peace with America, 
General Comway gave notice that he ſhould, on this day, 
ce . move for leave to bring in a bill for a reconciliation with Ame- 


ried, | a = h 
Lord George Gorden ſaid, he was very ſure that Mr. Hart- 
Gvrdon. Fo motions would be rejected, becaule in the addreſs to his 

"Majeſty, he had deſired that the preſent miniftry might be 
changed. He obſerved, that a noble Lord ¶ Lord Nugent] 
wilhed for a peace with America, though he did not wiſh » 
> FF 


Lord George 
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te the preſent miniſtry go out of office, which muſt be the 
aſe, ſhould the war with America be terminated. - | 
The order of the day being called for, it was read by the 
deft, and purported, that the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee on the bill for a commiſſion of accounts. ©: 
Previous to any motion for the Speaker's Jeaving the chair, Lord North, 
Lord North ſaid, he wiſhed firſt to ſay a word or two relative 
v the ſettling the order of their proceedings; his intention 
yas to propoſe, as he had given notice on his firſt moving 
ſor leave to bring in the bill, that the commiſſioners ſhould not 
te members of either Houſe of Parliament; this propoſition, he 
&clared, was not unprecedented, there had been various commiſ- 
ions of accounts moved for on former occaſions, and in former 
rigns, In the time of Charles the Second, in the time of Wil- 
lam the third, and in the time of Queen Anne. Some of theſe 
had been for commiſſioners in which members of Parliament 
were the commiſſioners, and ſome in which they were not ; 
n order to prove that one of the latter ſort had been counte- 
nanced by the Houſe, he begged the clerk to refer to the jour- 
nals of the year 1667, the 13th of Charles the ſecond, and ta 
read the minutes which referred to the commiſſion bill then in 
Igitation. : 
"The clerk made the references required, which amounted 
to three in number, and it appeared from them, that Sir 
Charles Herbert, was chairman of the committee above ſtairs 
pointed to prepare the commiſſion bill, that he made the 
proper report to the Houſe, that twenty names were given in 
and ballotted for, and thus reduced to nine; that they then 
were ſeverally nominated and elected, and among them the 
Lord Brereton, Sir George Savile, Mr. Pierrepoint, Sir 
William Turner, who had been Lord Mayor of London, and 
fre others. 96" 
Colonel Barre ſaid he did not place much confidence in colonel 
the accuracy of the journals of that period, for though it way Barre. 
no more than 120 years ago, it was a notorious fact that mY 
rere not kept in ſuch order, nor with the regularity in which 
they now were, and ought, at all times, to have been kept, 
tle begged to know whether the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
don had any proof that the gentlemen named in the com. - 
miffion of 1667, were not members of Parliament at the mo 
ume, becauſe he had reaſon to think they were, as he found 
Brereton returned knight of the ſhite for Cheſhire ſoon 
afterwards, and ſome of the other names were alſo to be found. 
Wong the lift of members at the ſame period, 1k | 
Mr. Powys roſe to enter his caveat againſt its being under: Mr. Peri. 
» that the Houfe, by going into a committee, agreed to 
| the 
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the propoſition, that the commiffioners ſhould be other than 
members of Parliament.” He for one did not by any mean 


1 * — | | 
T ” 1 r reading the preamble, WOEEFLLLEI UW 4, * 7 . 
Lord North, Lord North roſe, and began with affuring the 'Houſe, that 
he had no intention in moving that the commiſſioners ſhoy( 
not be members of Parliament, either to take away from that 
Houle, any one of its privileges, to abridge its powers, to dele. 
gate them into improper hands, or to infrnuate either directly 
or indirectly, that there were not within thoſe walls men of 
as much integrity and ability, as much honour in themſelves 
and as much zeal for the public welfare, as any men in the 
kingdom. He was convinced there were, and the only rea- 
ſon why he had propoſed, that the commiſſioners ſhould not 
be members, really was, becauſe the common parliamentary 
buſinefs was now ſo great, debates ran fo high, and the times 
were {6 contentious, that almoſt every gentleman had taken 
either one fide or the other, and therefore if they were cho- 
fer commiffioners, their conduct in that ſituation would be 
liable to very great miſconſtruction; and he did not believe 
thee being appointed commiĩſſioners would give the people ſo 
much ſatisfaction, as if gentlemen with out doors of known 
abilities, and reſpectable characters were named for that 
- office. He added to this, that on looking back to former 
commiſſions, thoſe which had not been compoſed of mem- 
ders had done the beſt ſervice for the publick, the others in 
general turning out mere party matters, and ending in no- 
thing. Another reaſon, likewiſe, why he preferred gentle- 
men without doors to gentlemen within, was, that by adopt- 
ing the former, all that ground of offence to the other Houſe 
of Parliament, which had been given on former occaſions, 
would be removed, and the poſſibility of a difference with the 
Lords avoided, a matter which was at all times to be withed, 
but particularly ar prefent. His Lordſhip ſtated what the oc- 
caſion of the differences with the other Houſe was upon for- 
mer commiſſion bills; declaring that the Lords had then ob- 
jected to the commiſfioners being members of the Houſe of 
| Tommans on theſe two grounds, viz, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons by naming their own members, took from them the 
Tight'of nomination and election, which they alledged they 
1 ed as well as the Commons, and that the commiſſioners 
being members of Parliament, were not ſubject to that con- 
trouf, which they ought to have a power of exetciſing ore! 


perſons delegated to enquire into and report the ſtate of — 
| pPubn 
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ablic accounts. Theſe objections bis, Lordſhip ſaid, he 
— = ſtronger than — people seed and 
tdereſoxe it became additionally proper to avoid occaſioning a 
difference with the Lords now. He then went on to ſtate 
that as in former commiſſions, he ſhould limit the number of 
cammiſfipners to nine perſons, and the time of the commiſ- 
fon's remaining in force to one twelvemonth, by the expira- 
tion, of which time he thought the buſineſs of the commiſ- 
hon might be done; but if it ſhould not, the Houſe would 
haye it in their power to continue the act in force for a long- 
et time; bis Lordſhip ſtrengthened this obſervation with re- 
marking, that every one of the former commiſſions were paſſed 
for a year nl x. | 
Haxing mentioned theſe, preliminaries, his Lordſhip pro- 
ceeded to the nomination of the commiſſioners; they muſt, 
be ſaid, from the nature of the accounts which would come 
before them be men of different lines in life, and of different 
purſuits. As a large part of the accounts would refer to the 
umy, he had turned his eye towards able officers, who were 
competent to judge of the propriety of the expences incurred 
ia the management of the military in America; be had next 
looked to the law, and to thofe of that profeſſion wha were 
meſt in the habits of ſettling accounts, and adjuſting differ- 
ences between parties; for theſe he had gone to the Chancee- 
, the great court of account of the kingdom, and there he 
had fixed on thoſe who were immediately concerned in ac- 
counts, viz. the maſters. The third deſcription of perſons 
he had thought of, were merchants, and ſuch men as were 
likely to be the beſt judges of buying and ſelling either by 
contract or otherwiſe, The name he ſhould firkt mention 
to the committee, would be that of a gentleman, to whom 
pofibly ſome objection might be made, becauſe he was free 
toown he was a placeman, and what was more, be was 2 
placeman of his making, but in no one act of his public 
ea glory more, becauſe he was convinced, ftom his 
eat ability. and knowledge of buſineſs, that gentleman had 
ne his country moſt eſſential ſervice. He was, a man not 
dy any means unknown, a man of as upright a heart, as clear 
a head, and us honeſt a mind, as any one man living, let his 
ſtatian in life be what it would, The gentleman, he alluged 
to was. Mr. Thomas Bowlby, compttoller of the army ac- 


egunts. He was one whoſe talents, as well as the many re- 


commendations he had received from various quarters, pointed 

out as a very fit perſon to be a commiſſianer., At the, head 
of thoſe, however, he would name Sit Guy Carleton, an 
Vol. XVII. Ii ii officer 
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officer, of ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit, and ſuch exalted charaQer, 
that he preſumed no gentleman would make the ſmalleſt ob- 
jection, Sir Guy Carleton, therefore, he meant for one com- 

miſhoner, Mr. Bowlby for a ſecond, and he ſhould next 
name =] 0 | 
Mr. Byzg Mr. Byng roſe ſuddenly and ſaid, as the inſult about to be MW! 
put on the Houſe was of the moſt intolerable kind, no leſs M? 
than a daring attempt to ſink them in the moſt debaſing man- 
ner, and annihilate their beſt privileges, he begged the noble * 
Lord, would nominate but one perſon at a time, that the M* 
committee might paſs their judgement on that one, before * 
ee to take a ſecond into their conſideration. W 
r. Brett roſe, as the Houſe was rather proceeding to diſ- 4 
order, to beg that gentlemen would be ſerious, and conſider if f 
the very great importance of the ſubject before them. 
Mr. Zu:ke, . Mr. Burke ironically congratulated the noble Lord on his MW © 
glorious beginning, and begged that he might be ſuffered to fe 
proceed without interruption through his nomination, declar- W#* 
ing he was extremely defirous of ſeeing the whole dramatis 
per ſonæ, ſince it was impoſſible to judge of any drama by a Wi 
ſight of only one or two of its perſonages, but that the whole W** 

mult paſs in review, not only the King and Princes, but the 

firſt, ſecond, and third mob, and all the retinue. 

General General Conway roſe with more than common warmth, 

Conway. and declared he felt bimſelf ſo exceedingly hurt at what had 

paſſed, that he boped the noble Lord would not be ſuffered to 

proceed a ſtep further till the Houſe had firft determined 

whether an inſtruction ſhould be given to the committee, di- 

.refing them either to nominate members for the commiſſion- 

ers, or ſtrangers, The noble Lord had mentioned Sir Guy 

arleton at the bead of his lift, A man whom he regarded 2 

e moſt virtuous, the moſt honourable, and one of the moſt 

reſpeRable charaQers in his profeſſion. He did not know 

upon the face of the earth a perſon ſo dear to him as Sir Guy 

Carleton, why then muſt he be reduced to the cruel neceflity 

of putting a negative upon a character ſo truly eſtimable and 

amiable, merely becauſe he did not approve of the meaſure it- 

ſelf ; and why mult the name and reputation of an officer of 

ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit be bandied about in that committer, 

when after all, it might happen, that the Houſe would not, 

upon, the report, approve the nomination ? He thought it 

ch ercfore the beſt and the propereſt way to reſume the Houſe 

immediately and to diſcuſs the point, and ſettle deciſively 

Whether the commiſſioners ſhould be members of Parliament 
or dot; for this reaſon, he deſired to move, that the chai 


Mr. Brett. 
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man leave the chair, report a progreſe, and aſk leave to fit 
again, - 

Mr. Rigby 
fad he had underſtood, that gentlemen had agreed to go into 
the committee, and go through the nomination and other 
parts of the bill. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon, had 
a little while ago, made an opening for diſcuſſing the ſubject, 
which the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laft, had 
exprelled ſuch anxiety to debate and decide upon, but not a 
word about it was then thrown out. Now that gentlemen 
were in a committee, without any one good reaſon, a ſudden 
diſpoſition had ſhewed itſelf to ſettle that, which, if diſputed, 
ſurely ſhould have been ſettled before; and what had cauſed 
this diſpoſition ? No one thing that he could even gueſs at, 
excepting the noble Lord's having nominated as a commiſ- 
ſoner Sir Guy Carleton, who, according to the honourable 
gentleman who made the motion, was the fitteſt man in the 
world for the ſituation he had been nominated for, and to 
whom he did not conceive there would come from any gen- 
leman the ſmalleſt objeftion, Mr. Rigby aſſured the com- 
mittee that he did not know who were to be nominated com- 
miſſioners, till after he had entered thoſe doors that afternoon. 
That he thought ſuch conduct towards the noble Lord fo un- 
fair, and ſo unreaſonable, that if the rigiit honourable gele- 
man perſiſted in his motion, he would take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe upon it, for he was determined the chairman ſhould 
not quit the chair without a diviſion. | 


Mr. T. Townſhend roſe to ſecond the motion, and prefaced Mr. T. 


his ſo doing with a very paſſionate ſpeech, in which he fe- 
verely attacked the noble Lord, accuſing him of having of- 
fered the moſt groſs inſult to Parliament that cver a miniſter 
dared attempt. He aſked why Sir Guy Carleton had been 
ſuffered to remain ſo long idle, if he merited the praiſes the 
noble Lord had beſtowed on him. Why not give him a com- 
mand inſtead of putting a pen into his hand ? He reprobated 
the idea of employing men in direct oppoſition to their pro- 
keſons, and ſaid making an officer a commiſſioner of accounts 
was of a. piece with making a commis a colonel of a regi- 
ment, | ; 
Mr. Townſhend alſo objected to Sir Guy Carleton as on 
a account to.make up himſelf, and therefore. he thought hi 
qualified from ſitting in judgment on the accounts of 
others. | | 
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expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at this motion; he Mr. Rigby. 


Col. Barr, coincided in this idea, and adviſed putting à cel. Barre. 


truncheon into Gen, Carleton's hand, but by no means diſ- 
liii 2 grace 
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grace a brave officer by turning him into a clerk. The colo- 
nel recommended permitting the noble Lord to proceed in 
ſtating, his commiſſioners, and then When he came to put the 
queſtion upon the firſt name, to take the ſenſe of the Houſe 
upon the general idea, whether Sit Guy Carleton, not being 
a member, ſhould be a commiſſioner, aye or no. In order to 
do this, he adviſed his right honourable friend to withdraw 
his motion for the preſent. | - 


Gen. Cen= General Conway ſeemed inclined ſo to do, but ( 


ay. 
Lord North. 


Lord North roſe, and ſaid, he thought it would be fair to 
take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the propoſition then, and not 
to ſuffer him to proceed mentioning the reſt of the names till 
the matter was decided, If the tenſe of the Houſe waz 
known, he ſhould act accordingly ; in caſe the Houſe ſhould 
determine that the commiſſioners ſhould be members of Par- 
liament, be would not mention the name of any one pentle- 
man who was not a member, and ſo vice verſa, he could not 
therefore but think the right honourable gentleman's motion 

rfetly candid and reaſonable; for which reaſon he muſt 

ope. that the committee would agree in taking it then, and 
giving their votes upon the matter, ſo as to decide it one way 


\or the other, g | 


Fol. Barre. Col, Barr reprobated this, as an unprecedented want of 


Mr. Corn- 
well. 


Mr. Dune 


candour; he declared whenever a gentleman defired to with- 
draw his motion, it was always uſual to aliow him to do it; 
he again preſſed the propriety of hearing the reſt of the 
names of the commiſſioners, and afterwards deciding upon 
the main queſtion, | 

Mr. Cornwall was for conſidering the preſent queſtion as 
deciſive, and if it were carried for the chairman to leave the 
chair, to take it as a deciſion that the commiſſioners ſhould 
be members of Parliament; but if it were carried, that he 
ſhould not leave the chair, to take it the other way, and pro- 
ceed in the nomination, Mr. Cornwall mentioned the com- 
mittee for the taking an account of the Iriſh eftates that were 
forfeited, near the cloſe of the laſt century, as a proof that 
committees, which were compoſed of ſtrangers, bad been al- 
Jowed by that Houſe. | | 

Mr. Dunning inſiſted upon it, that ſo far from the preſent 
bill's complying with the prayer of the petitions, or anſwer- 
ing the wiſhes of the people of England, it ran directly coun- 
ter to both, as well to the latter, as they could be gathered 
and collected from the petitions, as to the former, ſtated and 
aſcertained as they were, in thoſe petitions themſelves. The 
people of England moſt clearly, moſt intelligibly, moſt une- 

| g quivocally 
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quivocally' called upon the Houſe “ to cortect the groſs 
buſes in the expenditure of public money, to reduce all ex- 
orbitant, emoluments, to reſcind and aboliſh all finecure 
places, and unmerited penfions, and to appropriate the pro- 
duce to the neceſſities of the ſtate, in ſuch manner, as to the 
wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem meet.“ The petitioners 
looked up to the Houſe as poſſeſſing the means to go to, and 
toexterminate the root of the evil, opportunity to trace it to 
the bottom, by proper and neceſſary inveſtigation, and power 
to eradicate it effectually, totally and without danger of 
leaving the ſmalleſt veſtiges of its exiſtence. Did the bill 
ſhew, in any one ſenſe whatever, that the Houſe poſſeſſed the 
power which the people of England ſuppoſed it to poſſeſs, or 


did it amount to a proof, or any thing like a proof, that they 


were willing, poſſeſſing that power aſcribed to them, fo to 


exerciſe it, as to anſwer the expeRation of the people without 


doors? On the contrary, was not the preſent bill a ſolemn 


and formal renunciation of the powers aſcribed to that Houſe: 
by the petitioners ? Was it not apparently and ſubſtantially a 
reſignation of the rights of the Houſe, if any ſuch rights they 


poſleſſed, as the petitioners perhaps improperly, perhaps igno- 
rantly, ſuppoſed they did poſſeſs, and a total abdication of 
them as far as they could be uſefully exerciſed, in truly, ſeri- 
ouſly, and ſolemnly proceeding to afford the relief and redreſs 


of grievances which the people of England required at the, 


hands of that Houſe ? Did the noble Lord, if the purport of 
his ſpeech was at all to be relied on, afford the leaſt hopes, 
that even admitting for a moment, though by no means 
agreeing to the propoſition, that it was either wiſe, warrant- 
able, or conſonant to the conſtitution of Parliament, to dele- 
gate on any occaſion thoſe rights which belonged to the 
Houſe of Commons? Did the noble Lord however, admitting 
the propoſition in its utmoſt extent, give the leaſt ground for 
hope, that he wiſhed to delegate the rights of the Houſe of 


Commons to ſuch hands as were proper to be entruſted with 


lo extraordinary a delegation ? Without entering into a diſ- 
cuffion, or meaning to queſtion the character, honour, integ- 
nity, or ability, of the intended commiſſioners, and agreeing 
fully and entirely, as he believed every gentleman would moſt 
readily agree, that the two perſons, who had been named, 


merited all the encomiums which the noble Lord had been 
pleaſed to paſs upon them, and till more encomiums than 
the noble Lord had paſſed, was it not fair to conclude that all 
te commiſſioners, whom the noble Lord intended to nomi- 


nate would be placemen? He meant not to ſay that they 
would all be placemen in the pretent tenſe, but changing = 
tenſe, 
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od can the people at large look for from men choſen to in- 
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tenſe, they would be placemen; placemen now, or placemen 
in the higheſt probable expectancy, placemen in future. 

Mr. Dunning then, with infirgze poignancy of wit, turned 
all the three deſcriptions of ſtrangers pointed out by Lord 
North, as fit perſons for commiſſioners, into ridicule, The 
military commanders he objected to as incompetent” from 
their want of familjarity with accounts and papers, the maſ- 
ters in Chancery for their charaRteriſtic delay, (appealing 
to the Houſe whether moſt of the - gentlemen preſent could 
not feelingly witneſs the tediouſneſs of the proceſſes in chan- 
cery), and the merchants as expectant contrators, 

In the courſe of his ſpeech, he expreffed his ſurpriſe at 
hearing Sir Guy Carleton nominated by the noble Lord, 
That officer had never before been honoured with the nod of 
Jupiter, nor did he recolle& that any of his ſatellites had on 

former occafion ſhot off to illuminate his character. 

"After a moſt ingenious argument, Mr. Dunning cloſed 
with expreſſing his wiſh, that the noble Lord might be ſuf- 
fered to proceed in the nomination of his intended commil- 
ſioners, that the Houſe might fully know the extent of the 
noble Lord's attempt to perſuade them to refign and abdicate 
their rights and thoſe powers with which they were conſtitu- 
tionally inveſted. 

The Lord Advocate roſe immediately, androntended that 
the delegation aimed at by the noble Lord was neither un- 
precedented nor unparliamentary ; that the noble Lord had 
no object whatever but the public good, and that the object 
ue had mentioned could not be ſq well attained as by ap- 
pointing the commiſſioners from among the perſons without 
doors. He put the caſe fairly, if the commiſſioners 
had been appointed either from one ſide of the Houſe 
or the other, or had been formed from a mixture of 
both, whether every gentleman muft not be convinced, 
that the three compoſitions of commiſſioners would not 
have been ſeverally objectionable, the two former upon 1 
grounds, and the third more than either. In order to ſhew 
this queſtion in its true light, he aſked if gentlemen were 
not perfectly aware, that in caſe the commiſhoners were 

en from the fide of the Houſe on which he ſtood, whe- 
ther it would not be immediately ſaid, . the commiſſion is 
4 trick, a piece of chicane of the miniſter ; the commifhon- 
ers are his friends ! his dependents! his creatures! What 


ſpe 
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the accounts of the noble Lord himſelf and thoſe about 
tim, who look upon the noble Lord as their patron, their 
maker ?“ Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, he 
ſüd, were generally warm, and frequently hot; not that 
de meant to complain of their warmth or their paſſion; ha 
vas glad to ſee either, becauſe he was convinced, that men 
cho flew to hard words, and to heat, had no argument to 
reſort to, and ſubſtituted paſſion for pleading, ſtrong expreſ- 
ſons for ſound reaſoning, and ill- language for ſober diſcuſ- 
fon, Thoſe who were on the fide of he Houſe on which he 
food, were accuſtomed to govern their paſſions better, to 
keep themſelves more cool, and to ſpeak with a greater de- 
rree of temper and moderation. But temperate and meek, 
(for meek even to reprehenſion he ſometimes thought they 
were, to put up with the groſs attacks and illiberal abuſe of 
the other ſide of the Houſe) was it not probable that his 
honourable friends, in caſe the commiſſioners were all named 
by oppoſition, would ſay, ** their report was not the reſult of 
a fair and candid inveſtigation of the facts which came before 
them, but an effort of party founded on factious motives, 
and having no other view but to turn out the miniſtry and 
poſſeſs themſclves of their places.“ Thus while the report 
of the one deſcription of men would be termed factious, the 
report of the other would be pronounced a mere ſcreen for mi- 
niſterial ſpeculation, Still worſe would be. the reſult, were 
the commiſſioners to be a mixed number of members of 
gentlemen on both ſides; in that caſe, buſineſs would be put 
a ſtop to entirely; the animoſity of the one ſet would ope- 
nte upon the irritability of the other, both would in con- 
ſequence be betrayed into ill- humour, ſpleen, and petulance, 
and rage and madneſs would take place of ſober inveſtiga- 
tion, and wiſe, and deliberate decifion, In every one of 
the three points of view, therefore, the end of the commiſ- 
hon would be fruſtrated, and the people without doors would 
be diſſatisfied, and having cauſe to complain of the Houſe, 
would be induced to think meanly of its functions, its in- 
clinations, and its powers to do them benefit, and to do them 
ſervice, This was furely a feeling which no gentleman, 
who would pauſe a moment and think coolly of the preſent 
temper of the times, would wiſh to impreſs on the minds of 
the people without doors. One of the chief uſes of the in- 
tended commiſhon was to afford ſatis faction to the publick. 
Great as the other conſiderations were which preſented them- 
ſelves to view, they almoſt ſunk before that object, and gave 
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my to it. The expences of the war were undoubtedly large, 
the burthens impoſed, on the ſubject neceſſarily ſevere, 
No earthly conſideration, therefore, would be equal to the 
being able to convince the people at large that their money 
was not miſapplied, that it was not ſpent in corrupt purpo- 
ſes. The grand aim of the bill was, to effect this ſalutary, 
this. defirable purpoſe. Could gentlemen ſeriouſly think 
that it was likely to be anſwered ſo well as by appointing 
ſome of the people themſelves to fill the commiffion? A 
reat deal had been ſaid over and over again of parliamentary 
influence, if that argument had really any foundation, and 
deſerved to have weight without doors, did, it not apply di- 
rely in ſupport of the noble Lord's propoſition, of having 
for the commiſſioners, perſons who were not members of 
that Houſe 2 Undoubtedly it did. | 
Having argued this point for ſome little time, the Lord 
Advocate adverted to the perſons named, and gave Mr. Bowl- 
by and Sir Guy Carleton a great character. He took notice 
of the objection that had been taken to the latter, on the 
round of his being a public accountant, and ſaid, Sir Guy 
d but one account to pals, and while that was in agitation, 
he need not be preſent at, the committee, In proof that a 
commiſſion of the kind alluded to, was no novelty, and that 
the Houſe had more than once delegated their power and 
their rights in great inſtances; he mentioned Mr, Gren- 
ville's popular bill, which had been ſo much praiſed on all 
ſides the Houſe, and by all parties; that bill, which gave 
to a {mall number the rights of the Houſe collectively, in 
that moſt eſſential of all matters to be decided upon, the 
right of election, and the claim of members to their ſeats! 
Colonel Barre went through an hiſtorical enumeration of 
all the commiſſions of account bills that had been brought 
into Parliament towards the cloſe of the laft century, and at 
the beginning of the preſent, ſtating ininutely the progrels 
and zeception of each, which failed, and which came to 
completion, with the effects of ſuch as were carried into exe- 
cution, He reſcued the members of that Houſe from ſuſ- 
picions of unfairneſs from party motives, by ſaying, that 
when men of honour met on bufineſs, no one commiſſioner 
could be ſuppoſed capable of acting partially or uncandidly, 
and even if ſuch an illiberal idea was entertained of them, 
no, gentleman of either fide, choſep a commiſſioner, would 


dare to do otherwiſe, than to act uprightly, becauſe his cha- 
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is conduct to that Houſe and to his country. He ſaid, be 
up roof that men of all parties deſerved a fair prejudication, 


cauſe he had fat upon a committee. with gentlemen of the 


cher fide of the Houſe, and that upon the inveſtigation of a 
cöntract, when there was no cauſe for imputing that diſ- 
graceful Tuſpicion, which the learned Lord had thought pro- 


ger to impute to the meinbers of that Houſe, and the reaſon 
"ns obvious The members elected of that committee were 


men of honour, and they had acted conſonancly to that 
chfäcter. With regard to the two gentlemen mentioned, 
he ſaid he had rio other objection, but that the one was clearly 
a placeman, and avowedly bound by gratitude to look up to 
the noble . | 
Imſelf a public accountant, Sir Guy Carleton he had not 
the honour of living in the habits of 1ntimacy with, but he 
knew him to be a brave officer. They had ſerved together 
aft war, the one as adjutant maſter general, the other as 
quarter maſter general. What was the office Sir Guy Carle- 
ton was now talked af for? Why this—not to wield the 
tunchion, but to wave the pen; to turn commits, to examine 
the public accounts ! Undoubtedly the talent of writing ably 
ms a great additional qualification in an officer, ſome offi- 
ers potleiled it in an eminent degree, and ſome did not; the 
latter perhaps made it up to their country more than equally 
by their ſaperior perſonal bravery, their ſuperior knowledge 
of the art of war, and their eminence as men of diftinguiſh- 
ad military character. In France, where military character 
ws better underſtood than in any country, the talent of 
witing ably was fo far from being thought peculiarly re- 
tommendatory in officers, that generals ſo qualified were 
hoken of with .contempt, and in the coarſeſt terms the 
french language would admit of. Every officer of that de- 
ſcription was called Bougre de la Plume. He thought he was 
not diſgraeing Sir Guy Carleton, therefore, when he de- 
dared that he always underſtood Sir Guy Carleton was more 
able as an officer than as an accountant, 

The Colonel mentioned Mr. Petchell and General Faw- 
dit, and afked if the latter was not intended to b&Mmominated 
4 one of the commiſſioners? 


ord as his patron and his maker, the other was 
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Lord North gave General Fawcitt a very high character Lord North. 


ua proper man for the office, and faid he at one time had 
him in his view; but as he was now abroad on the public 
ervice, and would probably be put on the ſtaff when he 
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Sir Fletcher Sir Fletcher Norton, before he entered into a conſiderz- 


Norton. 


hand. That Houſe, therefore, had no right of delegation 
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returned, he no longer intended nominating that gentleman 


. 


as a commiſſioner. 


tion of the propoſition that the commiſfioners ſhould not be 
members of Parliament, ſaid,” he could not help thinking it oth 
an extraordinary way of complying with the petitions of their... 
people, the two great aims of which were, ** ceconomy in 

the public expenditure, and the diminution of the influence 
of the crown,” to frame a commiſſion, creating new place- 
men at the nomination of the minifter, and to . paid large 
ſalaries, with a power to employ as many ſecretaries, clerks, 
meſſengers, &c. as they ſhould think proper, at the will and 
pleaſure of the ſaid commiſſioners, ſo appointed by the 
miniſter, With regard to the right of delegation, he ſaid, 
he was moſt fully convinced no ſuch right exiſted in that 
Houſe. They were the repreſentatives of the people, em- 
powered to act for their conſtituents by themſelves, and in 
their own perſons ſolely, That their powers and privileges 
were perſonal, and could only be perſonally exercitcd, 
Their firſt power, and that which gave them all their 
weight and balance in the conſtitution, was the power of the 
purſe. That power was two-fold, it conſiſted of the ex- 
cluſive right of voting the public money, and their right 
of examination, and controul of the public accounts. 
Theſe two parts of their power were inſeparable ; it there- Ne 
fore behoved every man who wiſhed well to his country, and 

who defired to preſerve its conſtitution in its native purity, 
to watch over both with equal jealouſy ; becauſe if the one 
were parted with, no man could fay, as the tranfition was 
extremely eaſy, that the other would not follow likewiſe, 
though perhaps the exact period of time might not be at 


in any caſe whatever, they were the holders of the rights 0 
the people, for whom they exerciſed them. The other. 
Houte of Parliament was differently conſtituted ; repreſent- 
ing the ariſtocracy, they repreſented themſelves, and conſe 
eatly could part with that power, which was their own, . 
ey choſe, ſo long as their delegating of it did not affect the 
commons of England, Hence their right of voting b 
roxy; but who ever heard of a member of that Houſe vot-. 
ing by. 8 As to what a learned Lord had ſaid relative 
to Mr. Grenville's bill, he was aſtoniſhed that any man coule 
ſuppole for a moment even, that the operation of the bill ol 
Mr. Greaville, was any way applicable to the preſent bill 


Did 
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id that delegate the powers and rights of the Houſe ? No 
an ch thing. No more than when bills were referred to com- 
nittees above ſtairs. In order to make the cafes analogus, 
ra- muſt be proved that Mr Grenville's bill turned over the 
be ohts of election, and the claims of members to their ſeats, 
ut the inveſtigation and deciſion of ſtrangers and foreigners. 
ce very gentleman who heard him knew to the contrary, The 
' 10 reſent propoſition, therefore, he was perſuaded was illegal, 
2nd if come into, would amount to a forfeiture of the com- 
oc Wat between the repreſentatives and the repreſented, inaſ- 
eich as thoſe who adopted it would clearly betray their truſt, 
nd forfeit the confidence of thoſe who truſted them with the 
owers of the commons of England. 
He obſerved that there was a great deal to do ina very lit- 


aid, We ume; the Houſe had ſolemnly pledged itſelf to redreſs 
that Wl: grievances complained of, and comply with the petitions 
17 the people of England; there remained but a ſhort period 


f the ſeſſions to come, in which all this was to be done. It 
ns high time, therefore, to get rid of meaſures, which, 
ke the prefent bill, were idle, nugatory, and frivolous, and 
weed effectually and truly to keep their word with their 
nftiruents ; if they did not keep their word, he knew not 
ith what face they could go into the country, and meet 


"Sitio who ſent them to that Houſe of Parliament. 

uni The Secretary at Mar anſwered Sir Fletcher by a variety of The Secre- 
* ecedents, that the Houſe had on many occafions appointed #ary ar War. 
4 


Mmmittees of ſtrangers, and as ſuch committees like that un- 

t the preſent bill were not to decide, but only to enquire 
ito facts, and report to the Houſe the reſult of the enquiry, 
lat it did not amount to the ſort of delegation which Sir 
tcher had ſaid was a matter ſo ſtudiouſly to be avoided. 


Mr. Fix made a moſt able and warm reply, enforcing Mr. Far. 
ation ſtrongeſt of Sir Fletcher Norton's arguments, and deem- 
N dy him very high authority. He drew a fimile between a 
7 "MWommiffioner and the officer in the French courts of juſtice, 
en ed L. Rapporteur, whoſe duty it was to examine into and 


Nie the facts; this officer, he ſaid, was generally ſuppoſed 
be a mere no-body, but it was well known that he had the 


1 bole cauſe in his hands, and that che fate of it depended on 
8 'F mode. of ſhaping his report. He alſo inſtanced the 
13 ale of Verres the general of Sicily, accuſed at Rome of 


Nie of truſt by Cicero, and faid that Verres eſcaped by 
** ung Lucius Sicilius, his officer, who had ſerved under 

Mm, and was his dependent to take up the accuſation againſt 
n; he then in a moſt animated manner quoted Cicero's 
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tenſius to Lord North. 


Mr. Manſ- 


man had not the preſent Speaker's tenderneſs of conſcience 


. - 
42 


* o 
. 


Lore North North: preſſed that the committee ſhould proceed to ap 


Mr, Fox. 


ton; and faid he preſumed there was a Speaker of that 
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ſpeech to Lucius Sicilius, applying the character of Hor 


Mr. Adansfield replied to Mr. Fox and Sir Fletcher Nor 


Houſe, in 16697, but he heard nothing of his objecting to: 
bill directly ſimilar to the preſent. Perhaps that gent! 


perhaps he was a man, and felt ſomethiug like firmneis 
mind. „ 4 "yp | 
- After more debate the Houſe divided, 
For Mr. Ord's leaving the chair, 173 
Againſt it, * 195 
Although it was now two o'clock in the morning, Lor 
prove, or diſapprove, of che perſons whom he intended u 
Nainc. 
Mr. Fox in a very able ſpeech, remonſtrated againſt th 


unfairneſs and indecency of ſuch a proceeding. Gentle 
men, after fitting twelve hours in a very crowded and heate 


Houle, might well be preſumed to be ſatigued and exhauſted 


- - The:committee was thinning apace ; conſequently great num 
bers, who ſuppoſed that the Houſe would rite 1mmediate! 


after che diviſion, had gone away; but he would remind the 


noble Lord over-againſt him, of what he believed he was nd 


ranger to, that proceeding further to-night would no} be 


following up a point already eſtabliſhed, on which the ſentt 


of the Houle had been fully expreſſed.— He would tell tht 


noble Lord what he meant: the negative put upon thi 
right honourable. gentleman's motion, under the gallery 


decided this, and no more, that it was the opinion of tit 


committee, that it would be proper that the commiſſioner 
under the preſent bill ſhould not be members of that Houle 


two of the {aid intended commiſſioners ? Here then a nes 
principle was to be eftabliſhed ; not whether thoſe gentle 


'T hat queſtion having been decided by a majority of 22 gen 


tlemen, what was the queſtion now before the committee 


Whether Sir Guy Carleton, and Mr. Bowlby, ſhould © 


men were eligible, becauſe they were not members, but be 
cauſe they were placemen. Mr. Bowlby was comptroller 0 
the army accounts; Sir Guy Carleton was a general, com 
mander of a regiment, and, he believed, enjoyed ſome othe 
poſt, or place of profit, under the crown. If one or boli 
of thoſe gentlemen were to be appointed commiſſioners 
where then was the noble Lord's great ground of argumien 

| 3 gon 
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one? That members of Parliament, ſelected from either 
de of the Houſe, would be ſuſpected of partiality; if from 
his fide of the Houſe, of party prejudice ; if from that of 


the noble Lord, of being influenced by places or penſions. 


He would add two other conſiderations, one in reference 
to the noble Lord himſelf, the other arifing from the bill 
now before the committee, When the noble Lord ſnatched 
the bill, or meaſure, out of the hands of his honourable 
friend below him [Colonel Barre] he gave the ſtrongeſt and 
fulleſt aſſurance to the Houſe, that he was determined that 
vo perſon enjoying any place, poſt, or emolument under 
the crown, ſhould be appointed a commiſhoner. The noble 
Lord had for once kept his word. The bill which he pro- 
duced was framed upon that idea. There is a clauſe in it, 
which expreſſly provides, that no perſon ſo deſcribed ſhall 
be a commiſſioner : yet, at the very eve of day-break, after 
twelve hours warm debate, when one half of the members 
are gone, and the other half tired out and exhaufted, the 
noble Lord, in direct contradiction to his own ſpecific” aſ- 
ſurances, when he moved the bill, to the bill itſelf, as it 
now ſtands, which amounts to a record of thoſe affurances, 
takes an unfair advantage of all thoſe circumſtances, and 
endeavours, in the moſt ſhameful manner, to precipitate. 
the Houſe upon a falſe conception of the principle now ap- 


proved, not only to adopt another principle totally un- 


connected with it, that of nominating placemen, but to 
nominate placemen in one clauſe of the bill, though they 
are expreſſly excluded in agother clauſe of the bill, © 
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Lord North acknowledged, that there was a clauſe in the Lord Northe 


bill, which excluded placemen; but it would remain with 
the committee to determine whether, 1f Mr. Bowlby, for 
inſtance, ſhould be deemed one of the moſt fit and proper 
perſons, on account of his general character and known 
abilities, that his being a placeman would prove an in- 
curable objection. The gentleman who objected to Mr. 
Bowlby acknowledged his merit, to as great an extent, and 
in as unqualified a manner as any of his moſt warm friends; 
the queſtion would therefore turn upon this ſingle cireum- 
ſtance, whether his being comptroller of the army accounts 
was ſufficient, though qualified in every other reſpect to diſ- 
charge a duty, which it was confeſſed on all hands required 
the abilities, experience, and knowledge that gentleman was 
known to poſſeſs. 1 = 

. 4 7. 
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Mr. Fox. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he felt the higheſt indignation at the lan- 
guage made uſe of by .the noble Lord. The abilities and 
integrity of Mr. Bowlby were entirely foreiga to the ſub- 


ju x now under diſcuſfion. The queſtion was not, whether 
- Mr. Bowlby was fit or unfit. man in that Houſe, or 


aut of it, had a better opinion of that gentleman than he 
had; but ay —— wa, mage in a bill which ex- 
preſily excludes placemen from being appointed, one of the 
firſt gentlemen propoſed ſhould 4 — a placeman 
holding his apointment at pleaſure, and a placeman obliged, 
for that appointment, to the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, 
He did. not know any expreſſions ſtrong enough to conve 
his ſentiments, reſpecting fo ſhameful, barefaced, and dif. 
graceful a conduct. Where are all the arguments, which 

d in the courſe of a twelve hours debate, and which 

been urged by the noble Lord and his friends, with ſo 
much confidence 8 Members of that Houſe, ſaid the noble 
Lord 'and his ſupporters, enjoying. places under the-crown, 
would be ſuſpected of being under an improper influence; 
gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe, of being under 


party influekce ; therefore, members of that Houſe were 


not proper perſons to be nominated, Strong as the influence 
of the crown was confeſſed 'to be, he would contend, that 
even from among. the noble Lord's own chief friends and 
ſupporters, nine perſons might be ſelected, who, upon every 


fair ground of probability, and rule of public judgment, 


would be found much leſs objectionable than the gentleman 
whom the noble Lord had propoſed, 

It was well known to be a rule of law, and well ſupported 
by common experience, that the character of the perſon to 
whom influence was imputed, made no part of the con- 
fderation whether he was or was not eligible, It was ſuffi- 
cient to ſay, that his ſituation was ſuch as ſubjected him to 
temptation. If an objection was taken to a juror, that he 
was a relation ta one of the parties, whether the matter to be 
enquired into reſpected property or a criminal offence, it was 
never aſked whether he was a great, and able, or good man; 
it was only neceſſary to know if he was the father, the uncle, 
near relation, or known dependent of one of the parties, or 
whether be himſelf might have an intereſt in the deciſion: 
the law preſumed the reſt, and with the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
uneoditroverted claims to the pureſt integrity, to the greateſt 
abilities, and the moſt unbizfled and impartial judgment, 
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ſupplied the want of proof by implication, and deemed him 
corrupt. | 


Lord North ſaid, that he moſt certainly appointed Mr, Lord Narths 


Bowlby to the place he then enjoyed, and likewiſe that he 
held it during pleaſure ; but he could ſay, that his m_—_— 
ment aroſe merely from that gentleman's merit; and as to 
the influence preſumed to exiſt, on his holding his preſent 
place of comptroller ſe bene placito, he was ready to remove 
that objection, by changing the preſent tenour of it into 
that of quamdiu ſe bene geſſerit, which would render him as 
independent of the crown as any perſon within or without 
that Houſe. | 


Mr. T. Town/hend ſaid he had not the honour of know- Mr. T. 
the gentleman alluded to fo often in the courſe of the Townfeend- 


in 

debate, but by all acounts he was a very worthy man. He 
likewiſe entertained a very high opinion of Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, as an able experienced officer, to whom his country lay 
under many obligations. But befides the objections ſtated 
zrainſt b thoſe gentlemen, one of which was attempted . 
to be ſoftened by the noble Lord, who offered to change a 

place held at pleaſure into a freehold ; a very curious me- 
thod, he confeſſed, of removing or rooting all prejudices - 
out of a grateful breaft ; but he would add, that there was 
ſtill another which equally applied to both. Mr. Bowlby 

was comptroller of the army accounts : he was therefore 
in a reſponſible ſituation; he held a place, and was an- 

ſwetable in common with others for the faithful diſcharge 
of his duty. He would not fay that Sir Guy Carleton 
could be deemed a placeman within the meaning of the 
clauſe, though he believed he was; but then if he was not, 
Sir Guy Carleton, as commander in chief in Canada, and 
governor of the province of Quebec, was accountable to 
the nation for the expenditure of ſeveral millions of the 
public money. - He would therefore recommend it to the 
noble Lord ſeriouſly to reflect, and feel the ground he ſtood 
on; for moſt clearly he would have NY more than 
meer inconfiſtency to anſwer for; more than pledging him- 
ſelf to that Houſe, when he moved for leave to bring in 
his bill, that no placeman ſhould be appointed a. com- 
miffioner ; more than contradifting that promiſe, without 
ſhame, by ſporting a clauſe actually framed by .bimſelf, 
and inſerted in the bill for excluding placemen, and yet 


[ropoing the names of two gentlemen who were placemen ; 
is Lordſhip would have the reſentments of the people 


without 
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without doors to contend and ſtruggle with, when it ſhall be 


known that gentlemen who have accounts themſelves to paſs 
to a very great amount, are the very perſons choſen to en- 
quire into the "expenditure of 'the Public monies, and to 
propoſe. a reform in time to come. This indeed would be 
too much; he hoped the noble Lord would "conceive it 
to be ſo, and that he would deſiſt from proceeding at ſo 
late an, hour of the night, when ſo many difficulties, and, 
in his opinion, inſurmountable difficulties, ſtood in the 


we oF ; Fo SP . 

ir Harry Houghton faid, if the perſons propoſed were 

— the fitteſt to fill the cominiſfion, he thought ita 55 ought 
to be appointed. He underſtood that there was a clauſe in WM ® 
the bill which excluded placemen. . This, however, need no: Ml 4 
prevent the committee from proceeding ; for when it reach- WW 
ed that clauſe, it might be either totally ſtruck our, or ſo Mll * 
modified and altered, as to render every part of the bill uni- 
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rm. | | 

Lard Nertb. Lord North ſaid, that he agreed with the honourable n 
atleman behind him, that if the committee ſhould agree | 

to inſert the name of Mr. Bowlby, the clauſe which ex- 


cludes placemen muſt be aſtered; but he begged the com- ns 
mittee to attend ſtrictly to the ground of excluſion ; for in 1 


his opinion it went only to that of Mr. Bowlby's being a 4 
placeman. The honourable gentleman who ſpoke lately N 
contended, that Sir Guy Carleton was a placeman within a 
the meaning of the clauſe: upon both theſe gentlemen two un. 
diſtinct queſtions would therefore ariſe ; upen Mr. Bowlby's 15 
appointment, whether all placemen were to be excluded, 8 
If the committee ſhould ſo determine, then whether, Sir ge 
Guy Carleton held any place or poſt within the meaning and the 
intention of the clauſe, if it ſhould be retained in its preſent I had 
form. | ” hs £4 
For his part, when he brought in the bill, he had no inten- ad 
tion of propoſing Mr. Bowlby ; and he could not help yr mig 
p ing, that conſidering all the circumſtances, particularly t 
gantleman's tried abilities and experience, in paſſing the army WW eng 
accounts, he thought it would be a very unfortunate curcum- I cord 
ſtance if the public ſhould be deprived of his ſervices ; and as for 
to any preſumed-influence which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe be. 
from his then ſituation, he thought his propoſal of aſſuring thar 
to that gentleman the poſſeſſion of his place during good be- abuf 
haviour, inſtead of- bolding it at pleaſure, would inſtantly re- ton 
move every objection of his being a placeman, and, feb a ' 
ef! 1 133 Pälwaceman 


9 A „K 
-1-coman as might, be preſumed jo act under the influence of 
aloſs of his place. | | 


aint him to controul his own accounts. He begged leave to 
b the right honourable gentleman right as to that particular; 


„ 


It was painful to him to be obliged to explain matters in 
n no perſon preſent would 

underſtand that he meant to inſinuate the leaſt reflection or 
ſuſpicion on the gentleman's character or integrity, whoſe 
name had, in his opinion, been dragged fo improperly into 
the debate by the noble Lord. The fa was, that it was in 
the power of the comptroller of the army accounts; if he 
had the inclination, to be guilty of the moſt miſchievous 
frauds, He might certify any accounts, however fraudulent: 
and corrupt, to the treaſury; the treaſury, on that certificate, 
might ifſue a warrant, the comptraller might tranſmit that 
warrant to the exchequer, and the public be cheated to an 
enormous amount, without the poſſibility of detection, ae- 
cording to the preſent mode of paſſing the accounts, unleſs he 
hopld be informed againſt by the particeps criminis : and, ſaid 
be, T am aſtoniſhed at the noble Lord's confidence, in aſſerting 
at the office of comptroller is the only one that cannot be 


abuſed.” I do contend, in the teeth of the noble Lord's aſſer- 


tion, that it is the only one that is ſubject to the-greateſt and 
moſt miſchievous abule. | a TOYS YO 
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1 The treaſury, of thoſe who make the demand, cannot de. 
fraud the publie; but the comptroller- may, if he pleaſes, in 
concert with che perſon who makes the demand, effect thar, 

E — Which none. of the other officers can. The treafury can ifſve 
no warrant but for ſuch futns as comecertified to them by the 
comptroller; the. exchequer nothing, but what that'warrant 

orders; and 1 will tell the noble Lord boldly, what I know * 
7 het 10885 of ap thouſand rt was lately p 
or without neceſſary vouc ers, throu 

annet of the comptroller and the treaſury board. her 
the fact to be true, and I date the noble to contradiQ 
me. The accounts of all the contractors come to the comp- 
troller's office to be pale, in the manner and form I have 
mentioned; and were I to y hand upon any one part of 
the fmancial ſyſtem, more n another, it would be that of 

the office of comptroller, from which fo much good ma 
be derived, and A, ni Fugue be * 3 I will 

Fn I coolly to no rd's own kno a 
moe. 1 wu aſk the noble Lord, in the firſt nftance 7 
the rb and office of the comptroller is not exactly anala- 
to that of the treaſurer of the navy, and I would lead 
fairly to this concluſion : if it was believed that there 
was any peculation committed inthe naval department, which 
could not be the caſe without the co-operation or permiſſion 
of che treafurer, I would aſk the noble Lord, 1 ſay, if a com- 
mittee or commiſſion was appointed to enquire into the com- 
plaint, whether he would have the confidence to riſe in this 
Hopſe, and propoſe the treaſurer as one of the fitteſt perſons 
to be named for that committee, or commiſſion? I am _ 
there are ſome things the noble Lord would not hazard; 

the two cafes are exactly ſimilar. But the noble Lord thin 4 ; 
that it is money: alone that is infectious, and corrupts the 
mind, and iflicnces the underſtanding. His Lordfhip ſays, edt 
a 2 8 handles no money, therefore he lies under I thy 
temptation, nor can fuffer no imputation- I would wiſh He 
noble Lord to recollect, that the auditors of the impreſt the 
— receive nor pay money; yet, would the noble Lord the 
t it 90 to name the two 4 atlemen that fill that of- I 
die , were. in every other reſpect eligible? Fam clear he tha 
wotild not. Away then with the ſhametul pretence. I have af 
as gbd an FEET of the integrity of Mr. Bowlby,-as t the no· 
ble Lord; Ds but ch aa ns of that, I look upon him to be 
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aid, the hanourable gentleman -whoſe name had been ſo of- 
ten mentioned, could not be appointed a commiſhoner, with- 
out putting a direct inſult upon that Houſe and the nation. 
The laws of the land, and the law and uſages of Parliament, 
proſcribed any man from being a judge in his own cauſe ; he 
truſted thetefore, that both on account of the clauſe, and 
the reaſons juſt ſtated, pointing out the total impropriety of 
Mr. Bowlby's appointment, he ſhould hear no more of that 
tleman as a commiſſioner. Mr. , Bowlby having his con- 
ud to juſtify in common with others, having accounts to paſs 
in common with others, muſt have that conduct enquired into, 
have thoſe acconnts paſſed and controlled, iri common with 
would be to appoint a gentleman who lay under ſuch particu. 
lar obligations to the noble Lord in the blue rihbon. He had 
giren him a place during pleaſure, accompanied with very 
conſiderable emolument; he had offered now. to render it a 
a place for life ; the commiſſion which the preſent bill propoſ: 
ei, might, as it had been hinted by his honourable friend who 
te falt. lay open ſcenes not yery favourable to thole whom, 
noble Lord was known to with very well; he was. of. 
opinion, therefore, that with every good and great diſpoſition. 
it was poſſible for Mr. Bowlby's warmeft admirers to impute. 
to him, it could hardly be expected from that gentleman that. 
he would exerciſe the powers veſted in him by the act, againſt 
the very perſon who had put him into the ſituation whi ena · 
bled him to do ſo. | 7 8 | 


thy of ſerious conſideration. He did not accede to the argu- 
ments uſed by the other fide of the Houſe, but in his opinion, 
ef 2 fuller diſcuſſion than could be expected from... 
the Houſe at that time in the morning. | i 

that he joined in opinion with his learned friend who ſpoke 
aſt, and of courſe he was ready to wave preſſing the matter 
t ſo late an hour. | Nr 


dort progreſs, and have leave to fit again. It was how three 


vclock in the morning. 


Mt. ' Deniiiig faid a few words, corrobo | what had Mr. Dun» 
been advanced by his honourable friend. Moſt aſſuredly, he *z- 


Mt. Fox \endeavoured to ſhew how extremely improper it Mr. Fox. 


The Lord Advocate obſerved, that the ſubject ſtartedd appear · The Lord 
edto him to be of great importance, and of courſe to be wor- Aua. 


Lord Narth obſerved, that two objections had been ſtated; Lord Norths 


The Lord Advocate then moved, that the chaitinan do Hex The Lond 


General Conway roſe to give notice of a motion he intend- General 


to make next (that) 9 8 America. 1 
2 
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es Aucet another debate, which continued till half paſt three; 


-+.4 117 Anil the Spratkbriowas not inhis coach till within a few minutes 
A four in the morning DU 
n 9 n gay May 1. 1 48 
Though it was agreed to meet early, and the Speaker took 
the chair ſoon aftet three, there Was but a very thin attend. 

S i Sy > | 


—— - 
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Mr. Eden. d Mr. Kaan moved the Houſe to reſolve into a committee of 
the whole Houſe to conſider of the trade to North America. 
Th Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee; Sir Grey Coo- 
per took the chair. = ' 
Mr. Eden. Mr. Eden. then moved to bring in a bill, To allow the ex: 
portation of proviſions, goods, wares, and merchandize, from 
Great Britain to certain towns, ports, or places, in North 
America, Which are or may be under the protection of his 
Majeſty's arms, and from, ne ports, and places, to 
Great Britain, and other parts of his Majeſty's dominions.” 
Mr. Heyley. Mr. Hayley ſeconded the motion. 3 
Oosernor Governor Hetnall ſaid, that he had been particularly defir- 
Pewnall. ed, and had promiſed not to enter into any debate or oppoſi- 
tion in this ſtage of this buſineſs. He alſo perceived, that the 
Houſe wiſhed to avoid ſuch for the preſent. He would there: 
fore, as he did yeſterday, ſuppoſe himſelf not to know what 
the gentleman's propoſitions were. That he muſt wherever he 
met. it, oppoſe the principle of this buſineſs, as neither the 
ntleman who moved, nor the gentleman who ſeconded the 
buſineſs, had opened the matter, he would not pow himſelf 
do it, further than to declare and give notice, that when the 
bill was brought in, he ſhould move to have it printed, that 
the Houſe might ſee the dangerous tendency of the meaſure, 
and that then a day might be fixed upon for taking this matter 
into confideration, when he would enter into 4 Kell explana: 
tion and difcufion of it, and oppoſition to it. 
Sir Grey , Sir Grey C:oper reported to the Houſe, and the bill was or- 
Coeper. dered to he brought in accotdingly without oppoſition. 
col. O . Oalonel Ou ſtated to the Houſe that as the law now 
ſtands, the tenants of lands on which the landlord has grant- 
e ed annufties, were ſiable to have their effects ſeized by the an- 
_  nuitantg without any notice being given them whatever, in 
_ eaſe of the annuities not being Fang up by the landlord, And 
that then no remedy could be had for this cruel grievance, un- 
i. 2cT Tefs the legiſlation interpoſed; and gave notice, that in call 
A the. gentlemen of the long robe did not take up this matter in 
Parliament, that he would move for leave to bring in a bill to 


{-1---Debhkge the holders of annuities to give due notice to tenants ta 
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pay their rent, before any ſeizure of effects ſhould take place 
for the ſame. And the notice he ſhould propoſe to be given 
to the tenants, would be the ſame as the law requires of mort- 

gagees, to give to tenants before they are capable of . 
don them — 4 ns 2697 16 02 

The Houſe having yeſterday reſolved itſelf. into a com- 
mittee Mr. Dempſter in the chair, a motion was made by 
Gov. Ponal, That leave be given to bring in a e * 
repeal ſo much of the act of the 1 3th of his preſent Majeſty, ut 
intitled, An act to regulate the importation and ex 
tion of corn,“ as relates to the warehoufing of corn.“ 

He then ſaid, he did not wiſh to avoid the full diſcuſſion 
of this matter. He wiſhed it might be thoroughly conſidered 
and fully diſcuſſed; and that all which he wiſhed, was to 
bring it to that iſſue. He only wiſhed not to loſe time, and 
be prevented from bringing forward the remedy which the 
country called for, 

Lord North agreed to let the Member take the Rage 3 ; but Lord North. 
reſeryed himſelf to object to it on the conſideration of the 
bill. 2 

Sir T. Clavering ſaid, he had, in the meeting of gentlemen Sir T. Cu- 
at the Star and Garter, conſented to this meaſure; ſo far as it verirg. 
went to ſtop importation; but that he had his doubts about 
the repeal of the clauſe. He wiſhed to ſtop : all ro EO 
till next ſeſſion, by a temporary bill. 

Lord Nugent oppoſed the propoſition, but agreed to ts Ld. Nugent. 
taking this ſtep in the proceeding of the buſineſs, on the pte- 
cedent ſet by the honourable gentleman himſelf, yeſterday, 
on the, New-York bill ; but would oppole it when the bill 

as brought in. 

Mr. Siôrborp ſtated the inconvenience and miſchiefs of the Mr. S- 
warehouſe clauſe, and the operations of the meaſure, in a e. 
very clear and buſineſs-like way, which was very Kn at- 
tended to. 

Governor Pownall replied to Lord North Sy Lord Nugent; Gov. Pe- 
and afterwards the motion paſſed without a diviſion. nall. 

The Houſe being reſumed, Sir George Savilc preſented a Sir George 
petition, figned by ſeven thouſand perſons, , and upwards, Sevile. 
refiding in Halifax, in the county of Vork, ſetting forth, 
that the additional duty laid upon malt, or private brewery, 
bore. particularly hard upon them, and therefore praying 
relief as ſhould ſeem meet to the honourable Houle, 4 
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„A long and deſultory bebate thereupon took place, in the 
courſe of which a variety of opinions were introduced, as t 
the manner in Which it would be beſt to diſpoſe of the peti. 
Nane bu en 
Sir Grey Cooper ſtrongly objiected to the receiving it at all, 23 
it was contrary to the eſtabliſhed rule of Parliament to accept 
of any petition. againſt a new tax, under which deſcription 
of petitions that now preſented! by the honourtble Baronet 
[Sit George Savile] moſt undoubtedly was. inn 
Sir George Sauile, however, would by no means he brought 
to, concur with the honourable gentleman, but moved that 
the ſaid petition ſhould be referred to the committee that ia; 
to fit the next day on the malt bill. | ag 
The converſation of the Houſe then turned on the queſtion, 
whether the petition ſhould be referred as moved for, or 
ſhould only lie on thetable, while another opinion was, that the 
petition. ſhould be totally got rid of in the preſent flage of ir, 


dy a vote of the Houſe for that purpoſe. In the curſe of 


this converſation the practice of the Houfe was recurred to, 
and. precedence. both for and againſt, conſidering petitions re- 
ſpecting taxes, were equally quoted, 


Mr. Righ;, ; Mt. Rigby ſaid, the petition brought in by the worthy 


Baronet, was unqueſtionably a petition againſt a tix, and as 
that was the caſe. he ſhould certainly oppoſe it. Petitions 
againſt taxes could only ſerve to perplex and delay bufinefs, 
and for no other one purpoſe. The cuſtom of Parliament 
too had, as far as he had underſtood, been much againſt it, 
and he was one of thoſe who did not with to depart From old 
and eſtabliſhed rules. Another objection too, and a very 
ſtrong one agaiaſt ſuffering the petition to go to the com- 
mittee on the malt bill, was on account of the perſons who 
had ſigned it. For who were they? Intereſted perſons. A 
ſet of people immediately in the matter they had peritionzd 
about, But his opinion was firm, that no petitions ought 
to be received againſt taxes, and efpecially that counſel ought 


by no means to be allowed in ſupport of them, for if that 


ſhould be the caſe, there would be no end to the bufineſs of 


Parliament. They might come all the year round, and not 


tfiniſh the conſideration of the various petitions they ſhould 
have. preſented to them. p57 a dc 
pe tax jtſelf he verily believed, bore heavy upon the peo- 
ple, and no one could wiſh more than he did, that it could have 
been avoided; but in the preſent ſituation of hifgs, he 
thought the miniſter could not have ſuggeſted a better * 
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4 of ra Niang the money that would ariſe from the additional 
"* I duty laid upon malt. With reſpe&, however, to the peti- 


lo 5 he could by vo means agree to its going to the com- 
u mittee on the malt bill, and if it ſhould be perſiſted in, he 
4 would certainly take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it, 


Mr. Fox denied, that the petition before the Houſe could 317 Tar. 
* be Mig kind of propriety kept from the reference moved 
for, He would, he faid, maintain this aſſertion, even ad- 
witting the argument uled againſt petitions againſt taxes, 
4 for this petition, preſented by the honourable Baronet, [ Sir 
* Geor Cavite] was not a petition againſt the malt tax, but 
againt the mode of it, The petitioners ſet forth that the tax 
vas an uhequal one, and only prayed to be relieved from that 
inequality. To refuſe, therefore, to refer it to the com- 
quits it was moved to be referred to, would in fact be no- 
10 wing 1 leſs than a total rejection of the bill itſelf. 
s The petition was as to the mode of the tax, who then could 
of it be referred to but the committee, who only could modify 
it But a ſtrong objection the right honourable gentleman 


my had to the * was, the ſubſcribers to it were intereſted 
T4 perſons, This was, in his opiaion, a ground of objection 
1 no leſs extraordinary than curious; for who but intereſted 
5 perſons ever petitioned on any matter that was the ſubject of 
2 their ion? Or what was more natural than to ſuppoſe 
4 that t 91 who ſigned a petition of any kind were intereſted 
Ax. 


ol perſons * 
; The honourable gentleman reminded the Houſe of the ill- 
14 judged rejection of all the American petitions, and the dread- 
ful conſequences t that followed therefrom. The exciſe bill 
' too had, in his opinion, better never have been paſſed, than 
* for the Houſe to have repealed it three years afterwards, and 
A be thought 1 much better to hearken to petitions in time, 

than Ry liged to make apologies ſome little time after- 
wards for having rejected them. 

Lord Nerth ſaid, ＋ if all the perſons intereſted in a new Lord Nerz. 
tax might, petition 'the Houle, all the people in England would 
came to them, for they were all of them at ſome time or 
other igtereſled in the taxes; but as all the people could not 
pelition them, they were certainly to ſpeak through their re- 
preſentatives, and that was certainly the right and conſtitu- 
vonal way of proceeding, | Wich reſpect, however, to the | 
dent tition, he did not very well know exadtly how to 

Mgr n. Was, that it would be beſt to let it lie on 
be es in - er that. he might the better inform himſelſ = | 
the 


Col. Barre. 
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| de of another opi nion. 


. 24 Tax Was o Ae ee n ace Ut! it 
ſhend. might, for the preſent, lic on the table, as the nb ,ord 


aid, he did not nam but that. * che WAL | Cl 
the commitice. * 
1 _ ” Mr, Righy replied, 'that it wouly be-better to Neid wpou 
the petition at once; for if it Was, 155 total „ 
.-, Houſe would have a hundred. petitigns 1s, . of” 15 5 lame Non 
before to-morrow morpiſg. 
The order of the day was then Called 98 * and he m watter 
Lori George was going off, when Lord Gearge Gordon aſked what Was to 
Gerda. be done gn the Ion, And! the Saber anſwered, that it 


„5 


lay on the table. "Tf! l * gar 
Mr. Rigby.upon. at rofe in, 3 op e Tos 0 
— the d day, W which being moved 2 and Ent carried with- 


out a diviſion, 

- The Houle then divided upon the queſtion, beit er the 
petition ſhould be referred to the committee on the malt bill 
or not, when there appeared 61 for it, and 123 againſt i it. 

Lord Beau», . Lord Beauchamp. repreſented to the Houſe, that, ſome. of 
champ. the. accounts of the expenditure ot the public money, deli- 
vered in by a right honourable gentleman, whom he Fs 
name ¶ Mr. Alderman Harley] had been 3 
tney had becn on the table. No one, he faid, w. 1 
willing than he: was, that papers before the Houſe ſhould. be 
communicated. to. the people through the public prints, pros 
vided it was. done fairly and capdidly. 

But this was a very different calc. Accounts lid before 

the Houle, he he ſhould ſuppoſe wantonly, bro ogy ard 

and altered. How to account for it, he was not 

cen 3 {o;vell prepared for, though, he Wand kay hope — 

tlemen did not, in making ule of the privilege ey egg 

examini2g.the papers at the table, 8 put, 

their pockets, and leave them accidentally at their 

_-. affording; thoſe about them an e Oy of altering; ti 
counts they, might take away, with them. 

Mr. Alter- Mr., Alderman Harley co ed what. Lord Beauchamp 
man Harley had. aid, and with this addition, that his accounts had 

only received many mutilations, but interpolations 

Colonel Barre allowed the fact, as ſtated, 2 be 

cruel, and that the vengeance ot the. Houle, .ought, tp al 

upon the authors. of it, but wiſhed ent 
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Mr. Ou thought the matter of thi lien conſequence Mr 0rd. 
2nd that it ought to be inveſtigated immediately, for it 
lard xo Judge whether any accoutits upon the table were right 
G bor, n 2 ol * 6 >17 M 2 | 5 . n l 
Mr. Britt eſteemed the buſineſs equally ferious, and called wr. Bree, 
pon the noble Lord (Lord heauchamp] to mention who of 
the members had carried away any papers from the table. | 
Lord Beauchamp explained himſelf, and faid, he had not Lord Beau 
charged any members wich having done it, but had only x. 
hoped that none of them had taken any of the papers home 
wi | em, CT TY MTEGGS FDY 55 f 56 
Ty es thought the matter of a very important na- The 
ture, hoped it would not be ſuffered to paſs off without Sealer. 
ſome ſtep or other taken to ſift it to the bottom. 2 85 
Lord Beauchamp then moved for a committee up ſtairs, to Lord Beau- 
enquire into the fact, and the motion being carrried nem. con. 
committee was appointed accordingly. 8 
"The order of the day was then called for, and the Houſe 
reſolved itſelf into a committee of ſupplies, Mr, Elwes in 
the chair, on the army extraordinaries. n 
| Colonel Barr went into a particular inveſtigation of the Col. Bar. 
ſubjeft, and compared the ſums expended in former wars to 
thoſe laviſhed in the preſent one, proving that it had coſt the 
nation Teſs when in the purſuit of real glory, than it did now, 
when the Britiſh ſword was only recking with the blood of 
our friends and relations, There was, the honourable gen- 
feman'faid, an immenſe ſum of money, in the extraordina- 
ries of the army, hitherto unaccounted for: it was no leſs a 
ſum than 1, 588, 272l. 28. : n * | 
Lord North ſaid, that there was no other method that go- Lord North, 
rernment, could take, than to comply with the requiſitions 
made by the 'commander in chief, who always had whatever 
lum he wrote for, and all that could be ſhewn, perhaps, at 
preſent for them, was his warrants, which he returned every 


quarter. | 87; 2923 

"Colonel Barr replied, that it did not furprize him to be Cul. Barre, 
told that, for it was what he expected, but though he was | 
wank crippling the commander in chief, he thought the 
ſupplies granted him might be given with too laviſh à hand, 
tough what he wanted to know, was how and for what the 
novey ive bad been expended. + / 

"He (ited ſeveral calculations of. à moſt fingular nature. 

He ſaid ut it was ir poſſible to know the real ſtrength of the 

amy thus provided for in North America, as the miniſters 
Vor. XVII. M m m m would 
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would. never produce the returns; the only method to gain 
that information Was td look at the account of Roppages — 
from the ſoldiers on account of proviſions: that theſe ſtop- 
pages were at the rate of two · pence half - penny per day from 
each ration of proviſions, which was about g. 168. per annum 
for each man that it appeared by thoſe accounts that ſtop. 
pages had been made from a little. more than 40, ooo men; that 
the ſum remſtted to North America in 177%, Which was 
15588, 027 l. rach ſoldier coſt his countty in extraordinaries, 
neither explained or accounted for, about 408. ſterling per an- 
= over and above-the pay, .&c. mentioned in the fitſt re- 
ution, g Mining 4091124009, tet. 

le ſtated to the Houſe, that the article of proviſions for 
the year of our great atmament, 1775, was 404,8 561. that in 
the following year it Was 415, 2 fl, that in the year ' 1778, 
628, 60 91. The minifter ſatisfied the Houſe on this ſubject, 
by ſaying, that the increaſe was owing to their having ſent fix 
months extraordinary proviſions: to prevent any accident, 
which might ariſe from the delay, fofs, or capture of victual- 

ing ſhips, which occaſion the total ruin of the amy 
In 1779, the article of proviſions is $03,190}, which is very 
neur e the ſum voted for in 1770, and is dy no means to 
de accounted! for by any extraordinary reinforcements ſent to uU 
„North America ſince that time; He ſtated that tbe expence of „ 
freight, armument, &c. attending the tranſporting theſe pro- 4 
Vviſtons, amountet} to conſidetably more than 400, O000l. which WM = 
1s much above fiſty per cent. 200 in ſome years that per cent- N « 
ape was far higher: that tak ing the proviſions with this ad- 
ditionai charge, they amounted to above - 1,200,000), which b 
EE for 40,000 men was above 3os. for each ſoldier per annam: I x 

that out of this ſum the ſtoppage of Zl. 168. per annum for 

ernch inan muſt he deducted, and then it will appear chat tue IN |; 
nation pays, in ihe articles of money and provifionsſ ſor each In 
: 
n 
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Hldgiery above fixty-fix pounds ſterling per annum; beſides, 
and over and above his pay and-cloathing, the ordnance, the 
 . +++.) [tranſport ſervice, which are amazingly high, &e. &c.,;&c 
. or Bevoncludediwith moving, “ that it appears to this com- t 
mitter, that the ſam of 1, 588,021. 28. is ſtated in the papers e 
apreſented to this Houſe, to have been gpplied to the fervice e 
-of his Majeſty's land forces in North America, from the gift 't 
uf January, 197794; to the iſt of February, 1780; of Which 
ſum no account whatſoever has been laid (before Parliament. 
\'- (Pheifaid-ſam being over and above the pay, cloathing,: provi- 
don, with the jexpence of freight and armament attending IN « 
them; ordnartoes tranſport ſervicsy/ oats, blankets, cxpence af 
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Indians, pay of certain general and general ſtaff officers, pay of 
ſeyetal commiſſaries, and other allowances for the ſaid forces.“ 

Sir William Hotoe ſald a few words upon the method) ob- Sir an 
ſerved in drawing upon government for ſupplies, and the ac- Hewwe. 
counting for the expenditure of the ſame. 10 091 | 

Mr.. dbinfon enumerated? the ſeveral quarterly: warrants Mr. Robia- 
that had dern received from America, ſtating the expenditure /-n- 
of the money, and laid upon the table of the Houſe. Theſe 
warrants,” Which were the beft vouchers, that in the preſent 
fruation of the war could be procured, amounted to a very 
eon ſidetable part of the ſum in the motion. 5 

Some converſation, conſiſting chiefly of queſtion and an- 
ſwer, tobłk place between Colonel Barre, Mr. Robinſon, Mr. 
Cornwall, Sir William Howe, and Lord North, which it 
would de difficult to follow minutely, but which in ſubſtance 
went to the manner of iſſuing the public money to the com- 
mander in chief on his requiſitions ;* and be ſent quarterly 
warrants in return, ſtating the actual expenditure of the mo- 
ney, but his accounts ſtill remained unliquidated, as they 
could . the courſe of exchequer, with all its em- 
barrafſments and difficulties, for years to come. 

Theſe quarterly warrants up to March 1777, had been laid 
upon the table, agreeable to the requiſition of the Houſe, and the 
remainder t within the laſt ſix months, or thereabouts, were rea- 
dy alſo to be laid upon the table, if they were called for. 


| 635 


Mr. Robinſon ſaid, that all the money in the accounts upon Mr. Rebine - * 


the table, Rated to be paid to Harley and Drummond, for the /#*: 
army in America, was not in fact deſtined fur that ſervice; 
50,0001, had gone to Gibraltar, and 25,000]. to Minorca, by 
the laſt fleet. 6 560 9 10 
Sir George Savile deſired that the Houſe might have ſome sir Cage 
els edhtradictory information of the expenditure of this mo- Savile. 
ney, The accounts ſaid it was gone to America, and the ho- 
noufable gentleman to Gibraltar. He did not know the 
meaning of their concealments. | f 15 
Lord North ſaid the warrant was iſſued-for the money in Lord Nerthe 
the name of Drummond and Harley, in order to conceal the 5 
expedition from the enemy; and the ſtratagem had had its 
effect; for the Spaniſh Admiral delared he had no reaſon to 
delieye mat Sir George Rodney's fleet was going into thoſe 
eas, and the watrant being expreſſed in this manner, it muſt 
be ſo laid before the Houſe. ' $0803 on ent 
Mr. Corutiall entered into the argument, and ſaid that in Mr. Ca- 
either of the to propoſitions,—iſt, that there was a better wall. 
means of accounting for the money in the hands of the com- 
mander in America, and he had not purſued it; or 2dly, that 
Mmmm 2 | the 
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A i Treaſury: bad it ig, their, power; to ce, 4) eiter and 
more pred * 0 
t 


0 h 

10 fiquideting his ac ců,,j)ps and did not d 
1 mel . dhe le p opaſi tions the motiog in its. ſull ex- 
tent would, | per ptopęt. 3 bug if neithęt af theſe pro- 


Profitions was foun ed ig tt Athen, t would be; higbly im- 


14 Proper.to convey the cenſure wich; war gouched iu tbe con. 
gd of the matin, "The, hare Mete e tho fad, the 


fs much money had been, ſent zo, America, for which Parli 
ment had ng eſtimate, was undeubcedly,, true, but this f 
needed not . With the warm goloucing that enſucd. 
Sit William Sit M illiam Howe explained the, manner! in which tbe com- 
Hua mander in America accounted fon the money, to ſhew that he 
nad ſt not in his power to expediste bis liquidation und in 
doing this he ſhewed, that though. there was a Comptroller, 
yet the whole detail of accounts came : under. the, inſpection 
and contropl of the commander. 


= 


n Mr. T. Townfbend adyerted, particularly to the very great 
Tewn/bend.. IMpropriety of tuch a load being 1;id upon the mind of a Ge. 
nexral in an c er be and be , wondered, how it bad 
been even conceived by the preſent migiſtry, that in the heat 
of ſervice, 2 commander in chief could be diverted. from the 
chief purpoſe of the war, by the detail of accounts. 
General Senetal Conway thought the ſyſtem exceedingly. defeRive, 
en very inklome. In the laſt war there had been a comp- 
'trolter-peneral, who had hecn inyfted . with the ;ſole charge 
"of the accounts, and who, had tranſmitied regular; vouchers 
J 2. 4G ot 250 ewolls 1:0 
Mr. C- Mr. Cornwall gave a detail of the ſy ſtem of the commiſſz- 
wel. Tlat eſtabliſhed laft wir, and which he ſaid aroſe. ſolely; from 
che circumſtance of the commanders, being a foreigners He 
Then gave a picture of the difh-ulties and, embarrsſ[ments of 
an "Exchequer; and, in juſtice to the officers, lately returned 
From command in America, he ſaid. they had come de the Ez. 
chequer, difdaiping t take refuge iu the forms of law, and 
become amenable 12 the whole of the money iſſued through 
their hands. 1 4, nolnida 5113 24 31 180 } 
Mr. F. l. Wir. Bit was exceedingly ingenious in his commentary 
pfen Nit. CotmwalPs difficulties, and, ſaid, that, notwithſtand- 
ing them all, he thought they would be nothing, if men were 
to come with 4 difpolition to encounter them. He was ſe- 
vere on the idea that men, who had been educated in the Ex- 
chequer, were unable to get rid of the difficulties ; and that 
not fit to inſtruct them, a neu 


the maſters in chancery Mere, 8 i 
dont ef ignorant men was to be let vp, Web 
1 Ny 21710 47. "- 3 * Cle 


nenn 197 
2151101 ? 


ayer arr 
bew vos 


- 
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North America, in the yeats 1775, 1776, 17 


A: 1180. De. E B A T ES. 

Houſe of Commons, and in one ewelvemonth dif el the whole 
maſs of d iffleulty that had been, ee tace the bal 
of Henry VIII. He reverted to the ae Rad aid, al | 


this wad nb anſdvet to the people, when 8 e # 
know What'bas become'sf their money. . 


»Mri! Dempſter roſe to ſpeal, but the ery Mr. Den- 


nde uus fo! great," at he” thought it, Bri ent to 155 


that it was indecent in een to 
ving hit opimon on 
7 debuts to an end in ſo unfatisfactory a manner, 


event 4 member com 
4 queſtion, and more (o to ſtriye 0 due 


2 2 ten called him to order, and ſaid that an tle- Mr. Cn 
right to order tran; gers to . wi e. 
aeg that be gallery be cleared. Tort 
Strangers were ordered out. EI 
Phe Houſe divided, pr oh 


% . 
* 4 — * 


Ayes Noes 12 


5 kuango⸗ 
Colonel Barra then made the three gde motions, . . cd. — 
4 


That ic appesrs to this committee, that the ſumo 3,79 55 
as been applied to the ſervice of his Majeſty 8 14 17 5 2 
an 17 $ 
which ſum no ſatisfaction has been laid 22 Fache. 
The ſaid ſum being over and above the ſums ſtated in the ac- 
counts for pay, cloathing, eee with the expence of 
freight and armament attending them; ordnance, tranſport 


ſerviee; oats," blankets, expence of Indians, pay of cettain ge- 
neral and taff officers, pay of ſeveral commiſſaries, rum, and 


other allowances for the ſaid forces, —Negatived, | : 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 17287 

of incurring and paying extraordinaries of the army, ta 

hirge'an:amount, without either explanation or ſatisfa 


'2ccount, and without authority of Parliament, is not war- 


ranted'by precedent, is à dangerous invaſion of the rights of 
this Houſeq and one of the groſs abuſes in the expenditure of 


the public money, complained of in the petitions of the Ne 


ple. Negatived. 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the erea- iP 
ion of new, unneceſſary, or finecure offices i in the, army, with 
conſiderable appointments, is a profuſion of the public mo- 
ney, and the more alarming, as it tends to Far the un- 
conſtitutional influence of the crown. — Withdrawn. | 


- 


The Houſe was up at half paſt one o'clock. 


13 DOE ; © May 4. 

Np aſter the Speaker had returned from the Hour ot 

Lords (where he had been to attend the Lords commiſſioners 
empowered 


5 38 


Lord E cate 
bop. 
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ze fd to give ce royal aſſent to ſueh bills as were ready) 
h . 


ad taken his ſeat in 55 chair; | 

Lord Beauchamp" brought up the report fror the committee 
W to enquire into a complaint ſtated the preceding 
22 againſt ſome perſon who had wantonly altered the 

ats preſented to "he Hoofe' dy the r honourable 
Thomas Harley. | | 

The report was read at the table, ad 6 ed, that the 
committee had enquired into the matter referred to them, 
and that they found various alterations, which they ſtated to 

the Houſe minutely, Some of them were very extraordi- 
nary, ſuch as an alteration of the figures which expreſſed a 
charge of 11. 108. for porters, &c., ſorting and telling bags, 
and doing other buſineſs. This a. 108. was altered into 
7671. 10s. a charge of al. 28. was aged into 12]. 25, and 
various others in like manner, 

His Lordſhip, as ſoon as the report was read, faid i 
did not appear to the committee that the alteration = 
made with any malicious defign to injure the right 
nourable Alderman's character, but merely out of ——— 
wantonneſs. As a repetition of the ſame wantonneſs might 
however produce very bad conſequences, he thought it be- 
came the Houſe to come to ſuch reſolutions as ſhould appear 
likely to [prevent the repetition of ſuch Wantenneſs in 
future. His Lordſhip then made che threw following mo- 
— 

F itt, „ That it appears to this Houſe, that ſeveral alte 
nations have been ma by perſons unknown, in an account 
ptoſented to that Houſe on the 23d of March, 177%, by Mr. 
Alderman Harley, being particulars of the feveral ſums of 
money © remitted, '\ together with the charges and com- 
miſſion attending the tame from the 3ſt of May, 1774, to 
the igth of March, 1778, both exculzve, or the uſe of 
* Majeſty's forces in America.“ 00 

Secondly, „That it is highly criminal, and a breach of 
bw privilege of this Houſe, for any perſons whatever to 
make any alterations in accounts preſented do this Houle 


without the ſpecial order of the Houſe,” © 


Thirdiy, “ That the papers and accounts preſented hy 
this Houſe be carefully preſerved by the clerk in who 
ouſtocly they are intruſted, and that no perſon be permitted 
10 tale the ſame from uns Houſe under any pretence what- 

ever; and if any perſon thalt preſume to take any paper el 


1Sccounts from the Houſe, that the ſaid clerk do forthwitlF: 


3 acquain 


er ot 


wü: 
juan 


A. 10 80. 
acquaint-thedaid, Speakec, that the Haaſe my: be enen 


FA T. EIS 7 


thereof.“ 11 EH! 1 ary 1 
ITheſe reſolutioms were leni pus ang agreed to min 
cantracicenite. ND 1875! '; Bictefiont if © 
The otder of the day being read, For the Houſe wo — 
ell lat @commattee upon this bil, the: Speaker left the 
my GP Ord took his ſeat at the table. 1 ons 
As ſoon a the firſt clauſe was read by the: — a8 
4585 the; blank to be filled * the mn Ew 
the: bull, was to: bei force, V's 33 '£ 
Sir (rey Copper, propoſed fllingrizup with the words ” the Sir Grey 
25th of May. Pr wat 21: 10 5.08 N . 
Sir: James Tanker prognled. to inſert early in we .clanſe, Sir vu 
x ſentence: that the tax of Gd. per buſhel on malt T. 
would be the duty throughout England © excepting: ably, 
in ſuch counties, as ſhould be thereafter excepted, mean- 
ing to inſert a; little lower in the bill, a clauſe — 
——ů— on 
uty; putting on 2 
was intended da be put upon 
This gave me to the ürſt debate. E r H aa Io ASN 
Sir James opened it, by repraping dag His former arguments 
- the poverty of the ſoil of the counties of Cum- 
berland and. Weſtmoreland, and ſtating, that they produend 
4 little. good bartey as any part of Scotland, where batley or 
bigg, or bear was cultivated. 
The Solicitor General differed in opinion from Bin James, The S. Rein 
and entered into a deſeription of the ſtate of the agriculture C 
thoſe counties, declaring at the fame time, dhat ih as m, 
viſhed for favour to be ſhewn to thoſe counties a bo- 
dourable Barenet if the clauſe paſſed, Mr. Salicitor ſaid he 
lhould mov that Northanperiang r 
Manne 4s 30! 24 . Kn | 12281 
Sir Tamer —— replied, 220 {aid — Jenn. genalo- Sir Names 
man, from bis proſeſſion, had not teen thoſe counties fo Lebe. 
much as he had; that he knew places thirtyg five miles 
from a —— and that he knem barleg grew ontfỹe 
borders of Scotland, and chat a river, nat bigger than he 
table, parted the two kingdoms at one portion of thergivifion 
of Cumberland from che ſhire of Dumfries, and the Scotch 
Ze another. He bad aidden,1acroſs the 2 and 
vrough every part of it, and mme 
i point of Sahabitancs and produce, 5& „ s 11 bas non” 
atrot of 2 Nix 


7 7 
- 
. 
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Sir G Sir Gary Gene Tad; "= intoſu — pos 
* on the parts that would be mo by the tax; he cue 
. uce affidavits, ſtating that 3 — d te Wel 
iding of Yorkſhire, near Halifax, were — 

. Incredible number of manufacturers and their families 
were ctammed together in 2 ee 'wn 
they could get 9 milk, te common food of rh 

3 part of ki and wette obliged tõ feed Mir chil- 
uren Win Wat ey called portage; being # tien inxtate 
of oatmeal] and ſmall beer of ther own brewing: theſe peo 

dle Sir George faid, would be by dhe 
tax, if it were laid in the — Filter Pond #67 „n 
_ Sir "Grey Cooper ſhewed the neceſſity for 2 the tax, 
. contended that it was laid in the eaſieſt manner -- and 
ſaid," that every tax, as it would more or lefs elv/ſome 

| rodividuale, would be complained of by ſeme perſons of 

He entered © into the argument reſpectiag the ebas- 

— England where poor harley was produced,” 46 well i; 

in Scotland, and ſhewed that it was highly draw 
the line ſome where. He then went 1nto's mſfiute and nice 
detail of che exact propotrivette effect of me tax on al 
ranks of people, po of with wonderfub aceuracy and 
-precifion the — — — of coſt, which the 
new tax; would entail on individuals of each deſeription; #: 


in order io do this correttly, he frequently had -Ferourſe to 
mannſeri t nr he denn his Kauder e i 


; $2 7 7 * 4 1 


by 
Sir George © Sir George Yonge, vhs declared, 
Yonge. "Baronet had got his leflon very well, and v i 
"_ he muſt interrupt him. 
Sir Grey "Cooper did not reliſſi the word [toon] bt 
warmth ſaid he was his duty 
rliament, a duty he owed country, and which he 
would difcharge faithfully. - He did not underſtand faying 
cunt io ay remeron gamens ago 
derrapted him in ſo diſo a2 manner. 
Sir William "Sir William Meredith roſe to ſpeak to order, and 
M. adroĩtneſa, contrived to cool the growing heat. He 
== the idea of — n — ef 
— — burthen on the poor, which muſt be 
u ground the face of the poor, ſo as to 
ſr er ſeeling mind. Sir William of the 


— firſt 9 me 


Sir Grep 
ce. 


2 — 
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— 
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ivte-hhey procecdcd 18 add new miſery by it pofng new @ - 

. cd. nation. <0 xy. _— 
A ſhert dpecch zgainſt the, bill in its then; f rips giv- 

— oy hs ſhould, move to lower the tax in 2 


» iliqsl usqu bur moruft uu, u e, e aw: 
I * * Libeg apked Sir WW iliam or having cover- Sir Grey 
ey ls ty rs Seat his detail. 3 
n 22 


, e . warmly: complained. of the, hardſhip Sir Edward 
bich hg, new tax, would, be upon the maltſters and the M. 


rA: i d ο anc! ty wn! fm bas [6s ee 
Me, e made à ſhort ſpecch 2 uu ing Mr. 7. 
any tax ore the grievances of the were re- rr bend. 


. ANOOGMI 101 reer 311! » | We * Ts 

«Several ex geotlemen ſpoke againſt, England's payit 

uch and Scotland fo linle. At length, — 1 4 
rah ſaid the tax as neceſſaty, that ĩt was not op- Lord North, 

no other, diſtipction was made in favour: of 
Scotla had been made by the former act; that the 
ine muſt be, drawn ſomewhere, and that it would be very 
uawiſe, to. make any further local exceptions. He ſtated 
the £pcopragement for complaining, againſt the taxes, which 
thoſe in. the, country bur ,tgo, generally geceived from their 
lupenars,, and ſaid he had heard of the old fable of the 
man getting dhe better e the lion, Which was ſhewuyn 
o a lion, and when that royal. beaſt was; aſked, how 
i; ed chat the man, ſhould get the. better ? the lion 
was {aid to have anſwered, that the reaſon was, the ſeulp- 
re Mas the work of à man. This fable, his Lordſhip 
id, had been induſtriovi y circulated, and cad teuded not 
a little to enflame the minds of people who, had been taught 
ſtcom it the declaration, that the reaſon hy the taxes op p- 

led che poor, and not the gentlemen, Was, becauſe the 
tentlemen laid the taxes. The fact, his Lordſhip declared, 
ve ht Gentlemen laid the taxes equally, and the only 
waſoa, of any. apparent difference, was: che heceſſity of the 
caſe, and the neceſſit j of keeping the exeiſe ofſicers out of 
Private: honſes - a. , AS2GL £3. 5123 446d mail; ne 
- The ommittee divided on the amendment, when the num +-- -- 
me GW. of ib 2d no nnUyis lo (5% 51 DE n 
* 3 237 ade ma Noa . 4118 ſind, » 
„Tbey then proceeded on the exemption of Scatland, and 
dir Gearge Lage moved, that England thould only pay gd. per gie C 

| ed? It 2X01 00 2d: org tour goon g: ian not reg.. 
e. XVII. Nannn After 


. 
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After a long debate, in which Sir Grey Cooper, the Lord 
Advocate, Sir Edward Aſtley, Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. Char- 
teris, Mr. J. Johnſtone, Lord Frederick Campbell, Sir 
Thomas Frankland, Mr. T. Townſhend, Sir George Sa- 
vile, Colonel Hartley, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Baker, Lord 
Irnham, and Sir Adam Ferguſon, took part, Sir Philip 
Jennings Clerke moved by way of amendment, that Eng- 


land ſhould pay only three-pence per buſhel additional 


duty. 
The injuſtice of any partiality in favour of Scotland, and 
its ability to bear the burthen of the fix-pence per buſhel, was 


argued and inſiſted on by the gentlemen who ſpoke for the 


amendment, while the inability of Scotland to pay the tax 


was as ſtrenuouſly maintained by the gentlemen who ſpoke 


againſt it. 
Sir Thomas Frankland loudly infiſted on it that the poverty 


of Scotland was a tax on England. That if Scotland did 
not grow as good barley as we did, the Scotch ſent twenty 


. thouſand beaſts into England to fatten, horned beaſts, he ſaid, 


and black cattle, which they ſold, and took all the money back 
to their own country. | 

Lord Irnham ſaid, the Scotch brewed as fine ale at, Glaſ- 
gow, as ever he drank in England; and that they exported a 
great deal of it to Ireland, where alſo he had frequently 
drank it. 

Mr. Charteris ſaid it was very true, but that fort of beer 
was not the common beverage of Scotland. He acknowledg- 
ed that they could brew as fine ſwelling malt liquor as ever 
the learned Lord, who on a former occaſion had uſed the 
phraſe, could wiſh for, but that it would take twice the 
quantity of malt to make it. 

Sir Adam Ferguſon ſaid, that Scotland had a right to the dil- 
tinction made by the former act, and intended to be made now, 
That the whole queſtion turned upon facts. If it took twice as 
much Scotch malt to brew the ſame ſort of beer as it would 


take of Engliſh malt, and that it did, he declared as a man 


Mr. Saws 


of honour, he was convinced moſt ſatisfactorily and fully, it 


was a matter of juſtice, and not a matter of favour to 


Scotland, that only half the Engliſh duty ſhould be paid by 
that country. 
Mr. Sawbridge faid the Houſe was proſtituted, and he ex- 
pected no ——1 frotu that Parliament. He complained be 
| 1 — . . the 


i 
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the injuſtice done to the people by impoſing new taxes, and 
ſuffering the produce of thoſe taxes to go into the hands of 
thoſe who had ruined the country, before any of the pub- 
lic grievances were redreſſed. | | 
The queſtion being put on the amendment, it was car- 
fied in the negative, —The whole clauſe as filled up by Sir 
Grey Cooper, was put and divided upon : 
1. ,* Ayes 125 Noes 39 

It was then moved, that the chairman leave the chair, and 
report a Render, The queſtion was put and negatived. 

Mr, Whitbread ſaid he hoped a clauſe would be inſerted, mr. 773; 
to prevent the Scotch from importing Engliſh barley and 5744. 
brewing 1t into beer, to export to Ireland at half the malt- 
ng duty, that the Engliſh brewer exported beer at to Ire- 
land. 


643 


The Lord Advocate ſaid, as the barley muſt be exported The Lord 
and carried to Scotland in winter, the length of the voyage, Aua. 
from uncertainty of weather, would ſpoil the barley, there- 
fore it was not to be feared. | CON 

This was denied, and gave riſe to another debate. | * 

Lord George Cavendiſh ſaid, to his knowledge, barley was Lord George 
eatried by ſea, from Suſſex and Hampſhire, to the ports of . 
Lancaſhire, and there made into malt, 3 d. 

Mr. Whitbread (aid, as good barley grew near Burlington Mr. ir- 
u in any part of England, and it was but a ſhort voyage bread. 
from thence to Leith, WT 

At length there being no queſtion before the Houfe on 
this point, Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, if any honourable gentle- sir Grey 
man choſe it, he might move for a bill on the report. Coeper, 

The next clauſe taken into conſideration was that which 
enacted, that the duty ſhould be impoſed upon the preſent 
Wick in hand of the maltſter. | | 

Sir Grey Cooper moved that a duty of 6d. per buſhel be laid Sir Grey 
on the ſtock in hand of maltſters in that part of Great Bri- Cooper. 
tain called England, and 3d. per buſhel on the ſtock in hand 
of the matters in Scotland, the ſaid duty to be charged on 
their ſtock in hand on the 25th inſtant, 1 

Sir Jeſeph Mawbey argued the unfairneſs of impoſing the Sir + 
duty 5055 the ſtock in and of maltſters, while l — 
deſcribing to the committee, what the nature of malt in the 
duſt was, and ſtating, that it had in it the dirt, or coom, as 
t was termed, which formed a conſiderable portion of it, 
and which was removed from it, when it was ſcreened, and 
ways prior to its being rendered fit for ſale; in which 

Nananz ſtate 


- 
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ſtate only he contended, it ou — to be made chargeable. with 

duty. +:Sir. Jaſeph|ronctuded His ſpeech with moving; as a 

amendment to an cafly part of the clauie, che of 3 

ſentence, which ordaĩned, t that o meaſuring part of 

the waltfiters: ſtock in and as ſnould be iu tHe 15 New: 
ance: of one tenth proportion ſhould be made the maltſtet, 
an account of the dirt or cαοp f which from its unikreened 

; —_— — be miited with the malte? 

Sir Grey ir Grey Cooper faid, the amendment pro ofed b the 

c mourable' Baronet, was tötally a new e 2 5 

ſuch matter was heard of hen the faſt? act "or | unpof ing 2 

duty on malt was in agitation; the waleRon) at that time not 

thinking it n their white to urge e 4 ſuch requeſt to 
the Houſe. 

After the — bad back ſpoken to by other gentleme 

the queſtion was put o the NN and negative 

without a divifion. 

Mr. White _ Me, Whitbread aſked when the duty on the flock i in hand 

was meant to be collected? 

Sir Grey Sir Grey Cooper ſaid they were not come to that dlaule yet; 

Cooper. it was the next; that the old aft gave a month from The 
time of _—— the duty, ne meant to move che ſame time 
now. 

At length the chairniag proceeded to read the clauſe on- 
;watds, and when he came to the end of it, 

N.. Ber. Mr. Baker roſe, and ſtated that the maltſters in general 
had large ſtocks in hand, that they bad ftrained their capital 
and their credit to provide thoſe large ſtocks; that (as they 
could not expect to Tell their ftocks at once, and had ng 
likelihood of receiving hack any part of the money which 
they would be out of pocket, provided they paid the new 
duty immediately, or, within a ſhort time, after it was 
charged,) it would be a hardſhip upon rhe whole trade, and 

rhaps the ruin of many, if a reafonable time was not al- 
lowed them for the payment of the duty; he therefore 
moved, that ſome additional words ſhould be added to the 
clauſe, putting off the payment for four months; namelp, 
to the a th of September nexkt. 

Lord Nb. Lord North roſe and ſaid, if the ſtock in hand of the 

maltſter was not charged with the duty, it would be impoſing 

a tax on a part of the public for the benefit of the maltſters, 

and not upon the public equally. His Lordſhip added, that 

the time allowed by the preſent bill for the payment of the 


duty on the ſtock in hand, was much more in fayour N.. 
c 


"Dp fc”, ED, 339 Dococsd. Þ MRP} y4.2 3.6.5» 


S. Dre g senen 


A. 17 DE B AT E 8. 
tue maltſters and brewers, than the time gixen by the for- 


act, for in that cale the duty was propoſed on the ſtock 


mer i MP - 4+» | | 
in hand in the middle of January, and the act took place 
and was in force on the Sth of February, and then a month 


uns given for the payment of the duty on the ſtock in hand. 
The intention of charging the duty on the ſtock in hand now, 


had been announced to the public above fix weeks, and as 


the charge was only to be made on the ſtock in hand on the 
25th- inſtant, and a month was to be then given ſor the 
payment of the duty, as before, the maltſter undoubtedly 
bad a very. great advantage from the looſeneſs of the preſent 
bill; and of the manner of paſting it into à law, if ſuch it 
ſaauld become. With regard to what the honourable gentle- 
man had ſaid of the great ſtocks in the hands of the mait- 
ſters at preſent, he could not quite adopt that opinion, hav- 
ing pretty good information, that it was not, generally 
ſpeaking, the caſe, and knowing, as every gentleman muſt 
know, chat the maltſter had enjoyed an opportunity of diſ- 
poling of that och, to ſingular advantage, for ſome weeks, 
and that he would enjoy the like advantage, for tome weeks 
to come. His Lordſhip ſaid further, that he thought if the 
bill had not been ſo long in paſſing, the maltſters and the 
brewers would nevertheleſs be able to dip their hands imme- 
diately into the public purſe, and to derive conſiderable be- 
nefit, previous, to the period of payment for the ſtock in 
hand. | | 


5 Mr. I hitbreag, roſe. upon the latter expreſſion, and aſked rr. u- 


" - 


in what manner he could poſhbly dip his hand into the public 2744. 


purſe, when he had only ſeven weeks? credit frora the exciſe 
office, He declared he was as ready to pay immediately, as 
to enjoy the . whoch the noble. Lord eeraneguſly, 
thought fo great, . Whitbread went into a deſcription 
of, the hardſhip upon tbe maltſter, in. caſe he was obliged. 
to pay the duty upon his ſtock in hand within a month after 
it was charged, and ſhewed that there, was no fallacy in the 
deſcription, by circumſtantially ſtating the nature of the 
maltſter's buſineſs, the ſeaſon in which the malt was made, 
the time of the brewer's becoming the. maltſter's cuſtomer, 
of his wetting the malt, and the credit given to the brewer, 
by the maltſter. He urged, the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
bon, to take the matter into his conſideration, and not to in- 
ſiſt on terms which would probably do more harm to the 
public revenue, as well as injury to the malting trade, than 


the noble Lord could poffibly imagine. He concluded with. 


aſking 


646 


Mr. Aay 


Lord Nutz. 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 780. 


aſkipg why a 1 1 time might not be allowed the maltſter 
to pay for his ſtock in hand, and why the amount of the duty 
might not be collected by inſtallments? 6 
Mr. Afayor enforced the arguments of Mr, Whitbread, 
and declared, that to his knowledge the maltſters of the town 
which he had the honour to repreſent, and ia its neighbour- 
hood, had not diſpoſed of a handful of malt this year, and 
that they had no chance of ſelling to any advantage till Sep- 
tember; and then, as it was the cuſtom to give the brewer 
fix weeks credit, the firſt of the draw-back the maltſter 
would receive would be in November. He aſſerted that the 
tax was laid on a ſinking marker, which made the caſe till 
harder, and he very forcibly deſcribed the ſevere effect the 
bit muſt neceffarily have upon the maltſter, if it were fo 
worded; that he'ſhould be obliged to pay a very large ſum in 
a month upon his ſtock in hand, which money there was no 
chance” of his getting back again but by driblets, and the 
whole of which, it was impoffible for him to receive for fix 
months at Teaſt, He termed it an vofair advantage taken 
by government of the neceſſities of the times, and faid, it 
was not only an oppreſſion of the whole malting trade, but 
muſt jnevitably ruin the little maltſters, who could not poſ- 
fibly ſtand the ſhock, the bill, if paſſed into an act, would 
naturally give their credit. He aſſerted that it was for this 
reaſon he had on the day the bill was read a firſt time, pro- 
poſed a different mode of laying the tax, viz. that of allowing 
the maltſter the drawback on his producing vouchers from the 
public, brewers, of the malt ſold them, inſtead of allowing 
the drawback on the beer. Aten | 
Lord North roſe and ſaid, he was very far from wiſhing to 
oppreſs the malting trade, or any other trade. That as the 
preſent was only an additional tax, and no new caſe, he had 
been governed by the laft bill, and he had already ſtated to 
the committee, that the maltfters now, from the looſe man- 
ner of paſſing the preſent bill, would have confiderably greater 
advantages than the maltſters of that day enjoyed. So far, 
however, was he ſrom being inclined to impoſe à hardſhip 
on any deſcription of the ſubjects, in the mode of laying 
either a new or au additional tax, that as far as material con- 
fiderations of revenue would allow him, he was always ready 
to liſten to every propoſal for the alleviation of the ines, 
and now, if a reaſonable allowance could be pointed out for 
the payment of the duty on the. maltſter*s ſtock in hand, he 


was as Willing as the greateſt friends of the malt trade _ 
e 
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be, that, ſuch an allowance ſhould be given. Of all ke 
heard on the ſubject, the propoſition thrown out by the ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt but one, appeared to him 
the moſt reaſonable, viz. the taking the payment by inſtall- 
ments, and, therefore, if the dividing it into three payments, 
at the diftance of one month each, would be accepted, he 
had no objection to adding a proviſo to the clauſe, ſtating, 
that ſuch ſhould be the manner in which the duty on the ſtock 
in hand, to be charged on the 25th inſtant, ſhould be col- 
ected. 


Colonel Hartley roſe to enforce Mr. Baker's propoſi- col. Har- 


tion, as what would prove ſtill more agrecable to the malt- g. 


ſters; it was, he thought, no more than reaſonable, conſi- 
dering the circumſtauces of the caſe, He aſſured the com- 
mittee, that the honourable gentleman, his worthy colleague 
and he, had been applied to, both perſonally, and by letter, 
RY of the bad effects of the tax, even already, be- 
ſore it was laid; he ſaid, he had himſelf heard from the malt- 
ſters about Newbery, Reading, and the country between 
thoſe towns and Abingdon, who informed him, that as 
ſoon as the tax was heard of, WN fell 2s. a quarter, and 
that malt had fallen in proportion, by which they could not 
ell any of their malt without being very great loſers. 


Mr. H/hitbread roſe again, and after entorcing the deſcrip» Mr. Wa- 


tions which he and others had given of the ſtate of the malt . 


trade at preſent, ſaid he honed the noble Lord would make 
the three inſtallments extend to four months, viz. the firſt 


payment to be made at the end of two, the ſecond at the end 


of three, and the third and laſt at the end of four months. 


Sir Grey Cooper roſe and re- ſtated the difference between Sir Grey 


the time of paſſing this act and putting it in force, and the Coopers 


time of paſſing the laſt act, ſhewing, that though the malt 
tax was then ſuggeſted to the committee of ſupply in Decem- 
der, the idea of taking the duty on the ſtock in hand was not 
thought of then, nor was it mentioned in that Houſe till the 
middle of January, and yet the act was in force the 8th of 
February; he hoped, therefore, that the firſt inſtallment would 
de to be paid at the end of one month, the ſecond at the end 
of two, and the third at the end of three. N | 


He concluded with moving in form, that there be inſerted 


in that part of the bill, certain words tending to expreſs, 


that the ſtock in hand be charged with the new duty of 6d, 


per buſhel in England, and 3d. per buſhel in Scotland, and 


that | 
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that Ap mird of the the amount of he & d duty be 5a e on the 
$$ 24 feenndimhird owthe's * laft 
and thie on the 25th of Auguſt. * nme peel 
Mr. o. Mfr, Ord Wyputting this motion; ait was 
eee cer vick,. and inſtend of tb 2 chief Au 
mentioned the 2c. of September; and the: 
by ſaying, 4 rhe ayes have t,“ before ang of —— 
who immediately called out the 2th of Auguſt? could 
Wake therntelves heard: before he ſut dow, howeved, of hid 
zut the motion out af his hand, an obvious majority joined 
in ſaying, the 2th of Auguſt??? * the 2 gt of A PM 
Sit Jamer Sir James Lovethtr" —— and inſiſted wpob it, 
Lorber. that the queſtion was put and for & the 25th 5th of Sep: 


w— -. 


== ww aa —. . 


— 
— 
— 
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1 — 8 comim ĩttee had n rar to alter it, 
ad- 


bor muſt report it ſo to the Houſe. N 
0 Several members argued upon the ore tak 
vantage of an error of the chuir man, who bad the 
motion in his hand, at he time he put the queffiony which 
'aotidi"exproſety faced the 25th of Augoſt. 
Zr Joſeph Sir Joſeph Alatbey endeavoured to perſuade the commit- 
. tee, that it was ab wel! to let it go for the 25th of $ ber, 
arguing that it was not worth the noble Lord's whil to'ſtand 
for a ſinglemonth] and ſupporting 8ir James Lowther in his 
poſition, that the! queſtion'was carried and determined upon, 
and tat it would be impoſing on the Houſe to report it in 
— 4 — words chan thoſe which the chairman wa; deliver 
hy otipinally. noqu bbt 
Mr. Ble. MI Huter; with ehat"fanbfyand tiverality: whiicts ever 
mark w manly mind, aid, that though he wiſhed rather to 
hide the third payment made on the 2 th of September than 
of the 2 5: of Auguſt, and though the chairman? — 
September inte of Auguſt, he would ſcorn to nem 
take advantage of an obvious and an accidental error. 
cetteimy the ſenſe of the committee asg before hit _— 
is put into the hands of the chairman; that the? 
Jute, tbe 25th ef July and the agth of A op uſt; alle 
the days of payment, and the honourzble — who made 
the motion had expreſsly ſtated thoſe days. Thoſe therefore 


8 -1-7 


ene 


Fho endeavoured to wreſt an oppoſite meaning fromthe mere . 

error of the chiirman, in — queſtions! am vrror no fon 

ſo6het committed than it was wert, in his ppi mon, On 

thoſe who were attempting to impoſe. upon the — and and 

"iſp rate the committee. Clratly the — che a by © 

oF Auguft, it ought therefore to men again, and not report. * 
991 T1417 2 280 e c 
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ed to the Houſe differently from thojatende e er of the | 
committee, hee of 0 bm 
:»>&ir Mowbey warmly fans, the ide of hin at- 8 1h 
o impoſe on the Houſe, and aib-the howevrable 2 
tleman'was miſtaken, it was: he -and thoſe that were wil; 
Wo adter's quetion; after it had been put and decided 
upon, that were endeayouring to impoſe on the Houſe. 
Me. Ord read the motion, and aſſured the committee; the Mr. Ord? 
miſtake was his own entirely, declaring that rr hs Oe 
berly worded forithe2 fth' of Auguſt. 
Lend No#th faid there need be no difficulty i in the eaſe; that Lord Hart, 
the matter was eafily-reQifed, it was only putting the no 
tion, again and taking the ſenſe of the committee upon it 
| Sir James Lowther inſiſted on it, that the ſenſe of the com- dir James 
ad- WF mittee had been taken, and that it muſt; be ſo reported tothe Lewrber. 
the MW Houſe 3 end then if the Houſe thought proper it right be al- | 
ich Ml tered on the report. - 161960 
An altercation took | a on this noill, which continued 
nit · W near half an hour. Sir George Savile, Sir Adam Ferguſon, 
det, wt bert Mackworth, Lord Frederick Campbell, Sir 
and Sutton, Mt. Whitworth, and Sir Grey Cooper, ar- 
his ring -otrrone fide, and contending. that the: queſtion: put by 
airman, was not the queſtion propoſed; and as he 
t in could not put any queſtion from himſelf, that in fact the queſ- 
ver- don vbich had been propoſed had not been yet put and de · 
added upon, and therefore it muſt neceſſarily be put to the 
ever I committee; Sir James Low ther riſing to anſwer each, and 
rw if tenaciouſly-maiotaining that the committee had determined 
han Wl the; queſtion, that it was out of their power to cure the miſ- 
fait i take; but that if the forms of the Houſe were not violated, 
r tepArt ie to the Houſe, and Ws Houſe might * 


—— Baterideclared if fo anfoir. an ee was "Jeter- Mr. Boker. 
tobe taken, he ſhould hold himſelf bound in honour 

yy on the report, and move to amend the reſolution, by 
dwitticig the words * agth of rene and inſerting .th ſe 

words agen ef AugeB,”- 

At dength * Fofepb Mawhey agreed, that the ſenſe. of the si, Teſepb 
no eommittee h —— been taken on the right motion, and Mr. 54-9 
Ord” — that the miſtake was his, Sir James relaxed, 
and ſuffered Mr. Ord to put it again, when he read it diſtin&- 
ly as it wis worded, vin. for the 25th of June, July, and - 
guſt, anditbe:committee agtred to ſt. 

Sir Grey Cooper then informed the commiitee, that the 2 Sir Grey 
clauſe was that for the allowance to the public brewer, and Cwper- 
Vor. XVII. Oooo muſt 


— 2 — — — 


5 which afflicted his country, zn anxious zeal to r. 


—_— ny who remembered her former proſperity, and her 


4] . vas incliged to believe, would be ſhewyn nc t 


— 


tes HII r AV A 5a 
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wukt be altered, he would therefore proceed no Further, but, 
with. the conſent of the committee, would mom that the 
{«dairmga leave, the chair, report. progreſs, and 9 0 to 
fit ain. Queſtion put and carried, 1 2 
| e at half BY: 1 ny Ke 


Nr 


[ 
TIT 


i. 1 


e E Ee ide for his 


— be, w 2 Kat 8. whe more fitly have been 
undertaken by m LEST, that Houle, of ſupe 
nior-ahilities to bim 12 205 be cold pretend to, in juſtifice- 
tion of what he was. about to offer to the conſideration of the 

qule, was a moſt deep-rooted forrow for the calamities and 


from thoſe calamities and diftrefles, and a 
dn . that pothing, could contribute fo effee 
(an end which every man who loved Great 


= that countr 
qugh..canvi 
tually to that 


— nt misfortunes, muſt 9 5 for as ardently as he did, ) » 
wa a America. A ray of hope that peace might de 
kt about, and that the preſent as of all others the mo- 
ron we wah attempting, it, had, he ſaid; broke in upon 
bowed). to ſtate to the Houſe, that he had 

entymur 6 to ola and model his ideas on the ſubject, that 

aped into a bill, and in draw ing that, he had ſtu- 

— avoided touching upon any topic hkely to prove 'con- 
. -tqntious, or to challenge and give room e objeQion, He 
Aid, as be had no perſopal motive whatever, he bad no defir 
ee retroſpectively „or to uſe ar rguments which 
, \$arriced in them any thin 77 ge, or which had the ap" 
pearance even. of the leaſt blame; his defire, his anxious wih 
was to put an end to the preſent melancholy ſituatiön of 6 
affairs, and Be to reſtore us to amore: c ble and 
Fe g proſpect. He was ſtimulated to undetak 
0 10 5 from two powerful motives: the one 
the nec peace with America on our. part, from varjou 
1 the other, the deſire and the readineſs, whict 
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Peace, with us, provided we took ſuch p ftor 
pad 10 niably convincing to Ke nat we did mo 
not mean io Ne but were 215 and difpofed Kit 

5 Aalen 5. ER A Nawe war, and to make peace on fuch cy ſaid 
ditions as ſhould ſecure to the e onjes. the full poſſe ſſion ON ſigr 

- - liberty, and thoſe beags PIR Hit 5 d free . ami 
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The General then. went into un iaveſtigation gf, the A we- 
nican war, and faid it, had 8 in the ee of ebac 
lark committee, which (at fifrgen years ago, in that Bong At 
midnight, and like a parcel of black coaſpiratory were laying 
the foundation for all the diſgrace that had ſince befalleh us, 
and all the — all the. mile ** Ametica and.thi 
country had ſuffered; and at that moment. 
committee in an evil hour took. up the fooliſh 1 — 85 1 
ay, the fatal idea of obtaining a reyegue from the coſchies, 
waxing thoſe in that Houſe, Wh were not repreſented in i 
He had, he thanked God, appoſed the meaſure at the time, 
ſoreſeeing the probable. conſequences, and warning 5 43 1 5 
nittee but in vain, of thoſe conſequences. Unforfungtely his 
ptedictions had proved too. true, and we had proceeded/ſtep by 
ep, from ertor to error, till we had brought upon us the pre- 
eat load of debt and difficulties, fs if we hall been. deter- 
mined to make the Americans rebels, whettier they would o 
no, a cry of independence had been raiſed, early in the cou 

of the diſpute between the two countries, and 2, clamour "bad 
prevailed. within thoſe walls, to prove that independence was 
the ſole original aim of America. : This clamgur* gould not 
haye began, much leſs could it have been increaſed jill te 
Americans liſtened to it, and gave way to it, had the petitions 
ent over ſome years ſince by the colonies, long before thi 
took up arms, been properly attended to. He would read a 


few extraQs from the firſt petition, and from that delivered 
by Mr. Penn, for he had dived into every ſource of infor- 
mation, that he could poſſibly find, to make himſelf maſfer of 


Jos ſobject, and he found none more ſatisfactorq than the pe- 
ia titions he alluded to, becauſe they were explicitly and truly 


the language of the whole people of America, authentically, 
formally, and conſtitutionally brought before the people” of 
Great, Britain. He then read the extracts, which contalned 


an earneſt prayer, that his Majeſty and his Parliamęnt would 


examine into and redreſs the grievances that America labour- 
ed under, declaring in the. moſt loyal, affe&ionate, and duti- 


[ful terms, that by ſo doing, harmony would inſtantly be re- 


between the two countries, and that America had the 
moſt perfect confidence in the wiſdom and goodneſs” of the 
King, Lords, and Commons. This petition, the general 


laid, had been treated as 2 piece of waſte paper, as matter 


A lignifyi 


nothing, and had been brought into | that Houſe 
(indi Rtinguiſhed heap of other pap Ray Thus, by 


amid 


our own criminal inattention to a moſt dutiful wager! wg 
don, was all America K r to attempt to right t ves, 
0002 1 


but 


Sf 


oy 
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eee gte eg au reſiſtatte; they Had no 


f 4055 of Mchffig ut waspendence. He did bot mean 


1 5 Nie 
Hit b 


5 motn ent, heb that there were not“ 
0 45 Tage the la led the way, and forerd us | ill 
1 5057 and into miſchlef. Ihe queſtion then wa 
5 0 accommodate the AHitferente, and how to get back 
© 405 qu uſer"agaih(;” but-conqueſt and ſubmiſhon wett 

Be ot rave As i and men of the firſt profeflional cha. 
Ta e were to plunge into blood; the Rubicod. was paſs 

þ (2) che 'Tword, was 1 ; if you don't kill them, they'll kill 
N Was the language of the day, and thus the law fol- 
Towed by oe reverend miniſters of @ religion which taught 
1 hen en forced brotherly love and affection, and 
hich Be hadever imagined pointed to other objects than po. 
Hel "fu . „ War, defftbRiots, and bloodſhed; egged us on 
throy) "the variety of meaſures which bad - marked and 

_ difgr Hd out annals, ſpreading devaſtation and flaughter in 
55 ic: fang us ar home of our mem and. money, -and 

10 z us Ip Ee of horror in the eyes of all Eutope. The 
N Re uk hat led this dAnce, and it might truly be ſaid 
1 tlie danes of death; The bench had much to anſwer 
0 their country and to their conſciences 3 they had pro- 
obe the Enquiry of the publick; which ſooder-or — they 
might wiſh had not happened. Such provocation was a mit- 
Ker. 720 unwiſe at leaſt, Weta the more it was examined, in 
AI pre ability, the'tonviaion would be ſtronger that the re- 
1 Lees, ating as Peers of Parliament, were the rotten 
of the iftitut on. From this war, which now every 

3 an" Mag. let“ his political fentiments be what they 
5 ge and condemned, we had been drawn into 
hr 17 with th branches of the Houſe of Bourbon; we now 
4,4 4000 With an immenſe inoreaſe of debt on our 
oulders; ' It” Var with America, with France, and Spain, 

1 e fin ally, without” a ſingle power our friend; on 
nj Wee one'of the foreign powers, great # | as 

12 5 90 5 eth 45 directly or indirectly in a manner inimi- 

> WL ur intereſts ; Gen = little Lubeckers, the Dantzick- 
4 ers, 


note aud inferlot characters, 'who- wete 

| u yiew to their own intereſt, and hoped 
"attain bout independence; irt 4 great and 

: Ped | ike /Amerie,) thete might be foine ſuch 
ron Shay Nous We d od abend, than the 
of mid an ene mot” abſurd of "theſe - ſpecutariſts,. if he 
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no en, and che town of Hamburgh, againſt us! What was 
| unte, Malle Ar inſt us Wh, | 


gur natural ally, adverſę to our intereſt, and 
refuſing the; leaſt aſſiſtance, We were flak WY out 
forthe hunt, like the ſtricke deer, deſerted and abandoned by 
Ache herd. Let geatlemen, let the Houſe, for a moment 
ſeriou ped 7 this, and let them aſk themſelyes whether 4 
peace: with America was., not an object to be attained at any 
rate, and worth bidding for at an) price. a = ate) 2, 
| While ſuch. was our;fityation, ; boweyer, it was pot tg Be 
ſupplied that the Americans, were upon a bed of roſes ; molt 
certainly;they were not, and it was: from a conſideration of 
their preſent diſtreſs, and from other circumſtances which he 
would. mention, that he ſaw a ray of hope that peace might 
de.brought: about, and that it was juſt at that preſent moment, 
that, a fit opportunity offered for laying a foundation fot᷑ it. 
The Genetal then went into a review of the progreſs of at- 
ſairs in America, their preſent ſituations and Ateolties He 
aſcribed theix alliance with France to our having forced the 
oche neseſſity of making it. He ſaid tbe Americans 295 
ght rom nature, from habit, from language, from religion, Ha- 
and i turally adverſe to the French, and from long connection and 
po- old and laudable prejudices much inclined towards this copn- 
and was not the friend they expected. They naturally deteſted 
"in the name of a King, and preferred a; republic to an abſolute 
and MW monarchy, They had an immenſe debt, which France did 
Che not ſeem. inclined to aſſiſt them in the payment of. France ſent 
ſaid i tem ſoldiers, which they could not bear among them, and 
wer the conduct of Count d' Eſtaing at Savannah, opened their 
wo- eyes to the inſtructions and deſigns of their great and ge 
hey MI Aly. Their paper curreney was depreciated to ſuch a degtee, 
na- that forty of their 5 were ſold for one ſilver dollar 
in of 48. Hd, value. hey had this year lately ordered an emii- 
e : ſion of 1 5000 dollars a month. Let gentlemen think of the 
ren i immenſe burthen. The majority of them groaning begeath 
ery i tbe tyranny of thoſe who had got the power into their hands, 
hey i and ardently wiſhing for a reſtoration of the old form of go- 
to a vernment, Their army both ill paid, and worſe cloathed. 
on So diſtreſſed had their army been laſt year, he was well in- 
our i formed, that they were reduced in a march, though every 
ain, means was uſed to obtain and to coerce proviſion, to a ſmall 
on portion of peas per diem for ſome days together. Ftom all 
| a M' theſe circumſtances, therefore, it was evident thar'they were 
not upon a bed of roſea. And as a proof that they were hot 
ſo acatous in the cauſe they bad embarked in, as 7 
mne 
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eſcribech he read an extract from a letter, written aver to Hf 
Tance. from America, from a man of, great abilities, who was be 
ent id America by. his court a. few, years. ince, for the pur. 10 
pos of enquizing into the ſtate af the country, and the con- 
tion, temper, inclinations, Kc, of, the Americans. This fab 
Frenchman, in bis letter obſerved, that more entfuſiaſm in the I fi, 
cauſeꝛ of liberty was ta be mbt with in a coffee · huuſe at Paris, 18 
than could be met with in any part of Amet ict. 5 
In the courſe of his {| the General ſaid, the American; WW v4 
Were right, and ſo juſtjfiable-in the beginmng of their di. <4 
5 Wich us, and wa were ſo manifeſtly: wrong; that he wa 
in theo). inypfinciple; be had been an American till they I fe 
bad joined with: France>and, Spain, the natural foes of the 
mathercountry,. and he then begame a Briton again. His tie 
the therefore was to put an end to the war with America i te 
he better to enable us to carry our arms ſuccelsfally again! 
the Houſe of Bourbon. He expreſſed a belief, that France I +4 
Was much the worſe for the war, and Spain had fuffered conſi. Ml -,\ 
gcrably by it, both'thoſe powers more than we had, as far 5, 
regarded, them. Moving ſtated this, and a gr variety of co 
ther particulars, he at length came td a conſideration of the I 0 
Motton he had to offer, = che bill which he meant to move i et 
for leave to bring in, framing his ideas and moulding them in- 5 
to the ſhape of aà bill; he ſaid, he had rirnedhis attention to 0 
Ahe meafures for, conciliation with America, that had been 
1 „as well thoſe that had been propoſed and rejected, 
as thoſe which had been propoſed and adopted. He mentioned, 
the conciliatory bill of Lord North, the commiſſion bill, and 
the bill propoſed by the late Earl of Chatham. The latter, 
he faid, he had made the chief model of that he meant to pro- 
pole, not that he had gone all the length that Lord Chatham 
went; the times were altered much ſince that period, and 
every man muſt accommodate his political meaſures to th 
times, and to the paſſions, the temper, and the bias ef the 
minds of thoſe on whom his meafures were intended to ope- 
rate, etherwilz he would be an idle ſpeculatiſt, and would ne- 
ver find his meafures practicable. Lord Chatham had made 
the foundation of his bill, an expreſs condition that America 
- ſhould admit the ſovereignty of Great Britain, and every al- 
ſembly ſhould furniſh a certain quota tewards the public reve- 
nue. | He was aware if ſuch language was to be held out to 
America now, America would laugh in our fate, and treat 
thoſe, who ſhould hold it, with as little ceremony as ſhe bad 
treated the commiſſioners ſent out in 1778. The gręat aim 
"of the Pill was to do ſomething certain, to convince America 
e OEMS bs | my 
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of out Kirſty „ and to ut it on her to claim the benefit 
1 of ving her a rig o claim it NA hs the conclud 
conc 12170 ory ig eem nt wich His Majeſty; the title of it was, 
7 A bin feting the troütles > 1 * for ſome time 
fubſiſted bet we "Great Britain an 8 and KEE 
with 


his Waſeſty to fend out commifitloners, \ 
eh WH! America for that purpoſe,” © | 
vx 8 candour, he ſald, he wy read the bill he pcs to 
bring in, (if leave mould bes ven him by the Houſe,) Top 
whi would be better Mle to fee at one view 
intention was, than the could learn it from all he had 10 
e He then read the bill. In the reamble, it remind 
ca of the nature of her alliances, by mentionin deſpo- 
Wang popiſh powers. It then proceeded to enact, tha That 
tea act, the Boſton port act, the tonnage act, the eee * 


Wes and eve ay, other act America had complained of, Anne 


trial by jury, the poſt office, the admiral 
ry yes Kc. reſtored, from the moment that America 1 
fuch à benefit, on the concluſion of a treaty 'of peace and 
conciliation with his Majeſty ; and it authorized his Majeſty 
to ſenck out commiſſioners, with full powers to treat with Ye 
colonies. 

Having read it, the General faid he was neither ſo mad nor 
fo'obſtinate as to be attached to the wording of the preamble, 
or of the reſt of the bill, or to any part of 1 as to refuſe 
give way to better words or wiſer clauſes, ſhould the Houſe 
propoſe either the one or the other; he quly begged Hay to 
receive it, to alter it, add to it, dimini it ; new mould it, 
take the bad out of it, and keep only what was good in it; in 
ſhortꝰ to do with it juſt what they pleaſed, provided they agreed 
to ſamething upon the fame principle. His objects were to 
reunite the two countries, and by rejoining the diſtracted 
parts of the empire, to add again to the ſtrength of the whole, 
to aſſiſt our trade by reviving commerce with America, to ena- 
ble us to carry on a. vigorous and ſuoceſsful wax againſt France 
and Spain, our natural enemies; in a word, to reſtore Happj- 
neſs at home, and procure us glory abroad, This gteat end 
he thought might be attained, by ſomething like che bill he 
had propoſed, — therefore he threw it upon * Houſe, to 
at juſt as they ſhould think proper teſpecting i. 

Lord Nugent roſe: a tad gd of that . LR the right Lord Nugent 

nourable gentleman of hig, bull, in the latter part 

his 11 „ he, would Pen his motion. approved 
pri ple gf; t! the bill, though he did not like.all 


it Contained. * d right honourable gentleman therefore, 
had 


F 


Mr. Z&s, Mr. Ek wi ed. he-could have caught the-Spenker's eye 


A bill for quieting troubles ; a ſupplement, to what ihe ho- 
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bad ſaid he gare the bill R 


it on eg egy His 
TLardſhip thy Ne of our affairs 
Not. Nas as. they 

e tem 
8 20d Lid 


referred to 
SF Ee painzsd'9us ſituz- 
Ln America was certainly 
ob, object. Tr Wa SENG, WY, without, an 
worle, there, w armed neutralit y in Ex 
wee wa 
N ully, to defend that neutrality, which ce tn 
. inſiſted on maintaining. „ ino 
1 Fee i of affairs, he remarked, had altered tered; very con 
e within, the laſt twenty ,ycars, The. Kos of 
f ruffia had effected this change, and the Houle, of Auftri 
Bad as much occaſion, to r of the King of: Pruſſu 
oe, as it formerly had occaſion to be jealous ofthe King 
"France. | He Ric further, if 2 — of Europe, wWhbo 
'ought to affiſt us, ſtood by and ſaw us overwhelmed, they 
not only were not honeſt men, but they loſt ſight of their 
uy, intereſt ; for if they ſuffered the _ of — 
ome the t maritime power of Europe, evegy other 
European een muſt fall. "His Lordſhip accounted: for 
their 1 = Fa ſaying, that in the purſuit of poo urs 
objects, th © up = proſpect of their beſt. and-cbje! 
. Intereſts, wh Wo ght 2 all thoſe, great conſiderations of 
the future, which FL, men never forgot. He declared be 
was glad to fee the bill ſtop where it did, and Jeave the reſt 
to be done b 115 King and his adviſers. His . 
to ſeveral o ints. 


before, as what he had to ſay would have come better im- 
mediately after the honourable gentleman had made his mo- 
tion. He then began, by ſaying, that if it were, ag the 
Honourable gentleman had ſaid, a moment of univerſal gloan 
overſpreading our political hemiſphere, it was certain that 
ſuch a moment was well calculated for gaining the ſerious 
regard of all good men to the propoſitions now introduced. 


nourable gentleman. had called, the want of alliances/and. of 
friends; ꝰ the reftoration of the ftricken deer to the hen; 
The web of the dance of death” into the muſic uf the 
ſpheres ; the re-union of warring brethren, and of the. fi- 
trafted þ parts of our ſtrength; revived commerce with au- 
Genies: ſucceſsful war with France and Spaib 5 beriet 
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wins; ry abroad; all theſe r 
rate dn the heartſttings of every good Enfliftman;. But 
in the phitanthrop of Ger enen in 25 'reveries of 
dor funey, we ought not to loſe ſight of common prudence 
and! ext polſey. The wargith of our imagination 
mige indeed carry us through the meaſure of the day; 
but the morrow muſt” come, and the cool hour of reg 
letion/ Would attend it. In that hour 'we ſhould have to 
aft ourtelves, whether by an unadviſed eagernets, we had 
not inthe reſult produced that defirabte end of peace aud 
re-union, which, on both fides of the Houſe, it was wiſhed 
on- t6 approximate, Mr. Eden compared the preſent purſuit of 
of iſ peate, to that of Apollo in purſuit of Daphne; the object 
ira i purſued,” might indeed turn into laurel, wherever he could 
ia Cateft her; but lie feared, that the honourable gentleman's 
oi running” after her at preſent, would tend only to drive her 
xbo 0 a diſtance, and in the reſult, that he would loſe bath the 
hes bande Rare. een une 

heir I His gteat object, he ſaid, was to deprecate the whole diſ- 
1.40 <aſſion” of the ſubject; the introduction of the propoſitions 
ther I was well meant, but it tended to do miſchief. This was 
dot rot c mement to ſay, what Parliament would give, or would 
not give: Parliament was not aſked to give any thing: 
Evers gratuitous offer would be received as an admiſfion of 
weakneſs; and not as the reſult of the generous ſpirit which 
ditated/to offer; every point omitted to be offered, wayſd 
from that hour be confidered as of importance, and wou 

become u fue gui non. The diſcufſion might prove an uſeful 
weapon in the hands of the rebel leaders, it would be an 


was irietinations and affections of Great Britain were now 
ffficiently Known to all the world. The colonies were no 
in the vefy moment of recollection; the balance of deſ- 
perutr rebelton and returning loyalty, is nom, he ſaid, 
«qually poiſed; it trembles on its center; at ſuch a moment, 
manly confidence, wiſdom, moderation,” and the avoiding 
vf untoward events, might decide in our favour ; but pre- 
eipitation in our coumcils, ſuperfluous diſcuſſions, domeſtic 
tivifionswunadviſed and premature overtures, might turn the 
beam for ever in{t us“ He once more deprecated the 
uſcuſfioh j he wiſhed to difmiſs the buſineis with all poſſible 
. to ĩts mover, and therefore moved the order of the 
iv amn2am02 erte | ee wy e een ee 
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uſeleſs inſtrument to the well diſpoſed ſubjects. The gene- 
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Cerdon. 


2 little midſtii 
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Lord George \ Lord George Cordan role to ſecond the order of the day, 


and ſaid he diſlikęed the preſent bill for an oppoſite reaſon 
from that which the honourable General had ſtated. He diſ- 
liked it becauſe it was not contentious. He then proceeded 
to comment upon the minutes which he had taken down of 
many parts of General Conway's ſpeech, anſwerjug each 
and endeavouring to controvert it. He ridiculed 

the idea of ſending commiſſioners to America, nhleſs they 
were empowered to admit the independence of the Thirteeg 
States in the firſt inſtance, and ſaid, that if they were ſent 
without: being ſo. empowered, they would go on à foo; 
errand, and be laughed at for their pains, as the honourable 
gentleman who had difplayed his poetical fancy juſt-now, 
und his colleagues, were in 1778. He contended, that 
America had no idea of independency till we forced her to 
it, and ſaid he lived in that country from 1766 to 

2 and was treated with the utmoſt hoſpitality and re- 

| ſpe@ by them, they conſidering him as a young nobleman, 
idſhipman, and ſhewing him every poſfible inftance 
of regard, as a youth of rank from Eagland, who might one 
be ſent out to them as one of their governors, receiving 


; him into thear houſes, and ſending him in a coach and four 


all-the from New York to Boſton, and offering hin 
money if he had choſen to take it. He ſaid he had been in 
the houſes of all the principal people in every one of the 
aharteen/provinces, and had always remarked the moſt rooted 
marks of affection, loyalty, and regard for this country 


As an inſtanes of it, he declared the Hrit toaſt after dinner 


always was, The king ;” and the ſecond, ©* The army 
and navy ' that he could take his oath of this, and therefore 
thoſe who had pretended that independence was their object 
from the beginning, had deceived Parliament. Having gone 
General Conway's ſpeech, he took Lord Nugent's 
into conſideration, and began by ridiculing the edle Low 
ſor ſeconding the motion, after all his ſpecches formerly #- 
— America; a fine motion truly (ſaid he) and ſecond- 
2 Lord Nogent, with fome embarraſſment.“ {this ſet the 
| d in a roar] He then went through his commentary on 
his Lordſhip's. and before he fat down, ſerved Mr. 
- Edew's'in the ſame manner. hs S fied 


” 
- 


Mr, Cg. Mr. Oruger contended that the. bill by no means went fac 


enough, that i would do no good in America, and would be 
of no more uſe than a piece of waſte paper. He ſaid, che 
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American war, the real ſource of all our diſtreſſes and bur- 
thens,, ſhould be put an end to at all events; in order to do 
this, the independency muſt be allowed, and the thirteen pro- 
vinces, treated as free ſtates. He made ſome remarks on 
Lord, Nygent's argument, and afferted that he had ſeen ſome 
letters. written, by that noble Lord a few years ſince, in which 
he talked in a very different ſtile, and declared that we muſt 
have à reyenue from America. Before he concluded, Mr, 
Cruger ſdid, be would not oppoſe the bill, or vote againft it, 
becauſe the idea it was founded on, was an intention to 

the, door to à re- union with America, an object ſo much to 
be defared, that he had uniformly voted in favour of every 
propofition of that tendency, though he had been much 
blained. for voting for Lord North's conciliatory bill. He 
ſhould | purſue the ſame line nevertheleſs, and ſince perſons 
without doors could not be in his boſom and know what 
paſſed there, he ſhould be ſatisfied with what he felt within 
him, and go on regardleſs, of cenſure. | * 

Mr. 7. Pit reprobated the bill, as drawing a line much Mr. T. Pin. 
ſnort of what America would expect, and without granting 
of which, all treaty would be vain. ä tt 
General Conway roſe to explain, and faid, he did not mean General 
that nothing more ſhould be done than his bill laid down, Conway. 
and ſo far was he from deſigning to draw a line by it, that it 
by no means drew a line, but left room for any thi 
more to be done that was neceſſary.” It only held aut 
ſomething certain to America, and opened the way to con- 
ciliation. us 7 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, he was perfectly aware of the worthy Ge- Mr. Pitt. 
neral's intention and of his view; but he contended that the 
bill would nevertheleſs have the effect in the eyes of America 
of drawing a line, as if great Britain would go no further. 

He then proceeded in an admirable ſpeech, to point out tho 
futility and the danger of any ſuch meaſure, and earneſtly 


cautioned the Houſe againſt adopting fo fatal a propoſition, 


admitting, at the ſame time, that the worthy General meant 


it well, and therefore deſerved the thanks of the Houſe for 


his conduct. He ſaid, he would tell miuiſtry what was the 
Br r ſtep to be taken reſpecting America. give her a 
pledge of the fincerity of this kingdom's wiſh to be reconcil- 
ed | change the adminiſtration! and remove thoſe migifters 


who had deluded America, and deceived: Parliament, Ie in 


expreſs terms charged the late commiſſion with being a decep- 
tion, and ſaid he was divided in opinion which to | res | 
FA | * 


Pppp 2 


Mr. Porpy1- 


Lord Nu- 
Z *. 
General 
Conwaye 


4 
< 


Lord George 


Cer maine. 


good could be expected, unleſs thoſe miniſters who had made 
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noble Lord who, was ambaſſador at Paris at che time the trea- 


ty with | eIca. Mas ſia ved, or, the noble Lord in the blue 
ribbon. When. Ancien honorable friend of his 

Mr. Fox] had affured that Hauſe long before the French re- 

c'ipt was delivered to Lord Weymouth, that a treaty Was 
actually ſigned between the court of France and America, he 
could not think the noble Viſcount, had been guilty of ſuch 
extreme criminal neglect, as not to have: ſent notice of it to 
mjnifters at Pome, and when he reflected on the high ſtation 
the noble Viſcount now held, that he was one of the firſt offi- 
cers of the crown, in the very hoſom of the King's counci s, 
he was convinced, the noble Viſcount had done — and 
given notice of the treaty in due time. On the other hand, 
when he conſidered the degree of guilt that would be imputa- 
ble to the noble Lord, could it be proved that he was aware of 
the treaty being ſigned, and of the terms of it: when he came 
down to that Houſe and made his conciliatory propoſitions, 
he Mew not how to ſuſpect the noble Lord, nor what to 
think. He ſurely never could have preſumed to offer Ameri- 
ca fo little, when he knew France offered her ſo much more. 
That there was a degree of culpable folly in it, which he 
could not bring himſelf to believe the noble Lord guilty ot, 
he was therefore puzzled, and knew not how to ſolve the enig- 
ma. Before he fat down, he repeated his declaration, that no 


thetnſelves ſo obnoxious to America, that ſhe wouldnot treat 
with them, were diſmiſſed, and again condemned the bill, as 
likely to produce great miſchief. 

Mr. Powys made a ſhort ſpeech, but did not approve the Wb: 
bill, In the courſe of what he ſaid, he was ſevere on Lord Neon 
Nugent, imagining that he had ſaid, the prerogative had Wai 
powers of legiſlation, equal to the granting America indepen- Wihi 
bas without the authority of that Houle. | | 

xd Nugent explained. | | 
zeneral Conway roſe alſo to explain, and flew into a vehe- Hi 
ment paſſion, on its being ſaid that an idea ſimilar to that br 


charged againſt Lord Nugent was defenſible, declaring he | 


wiſhed any miniſter could dare to hold ſuch doctrine. 

ard George Germaine roſe on this, and ſaid if any miniſter 
was Mad and wicked enough to adviſe his Majeſty. that his 
prerogative extended to the degree ſpoken, of, he hoped to 
God, that Miniſter would meet the juſt reſentment and indig- 
nation of the Houſe, and be purſued to condign puniſhment. 
His 1255 then ſaid he approved the title of the bill fo highs 
ly,” that he ſcarcely knew how to qppoſe a bill ſo enti 


A. 7780. D E B AT E S. 

che. diſmiſſion of minĩſters could produce peace, he ſaid it 
ought not to be the conſideration of a' moment ; miniſters 
ought to he inſtantly diſwiſſed. But before that ſtep was tak- 
en, t behobed the adviſefs of it to prove that thoſe who 
would ſueceed the preſent titiſters were more likely to make 


pace. ii America. Every good man, he ſaid, muſt wiſh” 
tor pencb with America, Whenever it could be obtained on 
good and honourable terms to this -. It was the chief 
| the completion of 
that wit was not far off. The bill, he could not by any 
means upprove, ' as the honourable gentleman who moved the 


- 


wit of his heart; and he flattered himſel 


order of the day had ſaid, it ſeemed more likely to put peace 
at a — prevent it for ever, than to bring it 
nearery He de . 
be the view of the bill, merely ſpeculative, but was founded 
on recent information, that the moment of conciliation was 


near. His: Lordſhip deſcribed the miſery which the Ameri- 


cans felt at this time, and ſtated, that the majbrity. of the. 
people there, were ready and deſirous to return to their alle- 
cance; but that they were prevented by the tyranny of thoſe 
who had got the power of government into their hands. 4 

He did not believe that the Congreſs would ever treat for 
peace, but from the condition of airs in America, as ſtated 
by the right honourable gentleman who had moved to bring 


In a bill. From the depreciation of their paper currency, . 


tom the poverty and diſtreſs of the country, from the great 


lebt it groaned under, from the diſſatisfaction which all ranks | 


of people expreſſed at the alliance with France, from the little 
benefit America had derived from that alliance, from all theſe 


confiderations he did believe that the people of America, the 
aſemblies of America, would ſoon come to terms. His Lord- 


hip! ſaid, that America was not up at auction, as it were, 


between the Mother Country, and France, and Spain, that 5 


xe were to hid for her againſt them. The cafe was widely 
lifferent.. His Lordſhip concluded with ſeconding the motion 
lor the order of the day, 


lared he verily believed, and his belief was not 
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Mr. Foix in a ſpeech of ſome length, but delivered with Mr. Fer. 


wonderful ability, though it had much repetition, and old 


matter in it, replied to Lord George Germain, and ridiculed 
lis argument, and every poſition he had laid down. Mr. Fox 

aloattacked the Attorney General, though abfent, on his be- 
ng about to receive emoluments and rewards, for what he 
termed thoſe inflammatory ſpeeches that had cauſed the loſs of 
America. He might, he thought, have come, and taken his 
kaye of that Houle, he might have ſaid valete et Plauaite —_ 
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be wes called to the upper tegion. Mr; Fox did not like the In 
idea of ſending out commiſionere, but declared as that might I tt 
be altered hereafter, he would vote for the bill. 
Lord Nertb. Lord North replied, and defended the Attorney General from 
Mr. Fox's attack. His Lordſhip diſliked the bill, and ſhewed 
that various of the acts it tended to repeal, were already re. 


pealed, KITES ang WIA DIGON OW I6EN? ,bi6} 5; 
— Governor Potonall faid he had not meant to ſpeak on this oc- 
nal.  caſton, and that when he heard the propoſitions read, he had 
determined to be ſilent: but having been called upon from 
different fides of the Houſe, he did not think it proper that 
be, upon this ſubject, ſhould ſuppreſs his ſentiments. That 
believing as he did, as a matter of fact, not entering into any 
-queſtion of right that America was an independent fovereign 
rer, and would remain fo and be maintamed and ſupport- 
edas fuck by other powers; the propoſing to repeal any laws 
of ours which had reſpect to America, appeared to him hkea 
Propofition for repealing the laws which ſtood in our ſtatute- 
bock reſpecting Gaſeony and Poictou. There was an act of 
navigation reſpecting Gaſeony? Would any one now ſeriouſly 
propoſe the repeal of that? But he ſaid it confifted of two 
other parts, one declaratory, which he ſhould conſider, if the 
'bilt paſſed, as a preliminary of treaty, and as ſuch he ſhould 
be for it. The other part, reſpecting the ſending out com- 
miſſioners to treat for peace, would be of no avail, would only 
- - © expoſe, and ſtill more humiliate the country, and would be- 
din as the former miſſion did, in mockery, and end as that did, 
Ii diſgtace. The noble Lord knew, that even before his 
Lordſhip had planned his ſcheme of commiſſioners, he had 
told him that would be the conſequence. He ſaid, therefore, 
as the ground of his own idea of the ſtate of America on his 
Oven information, he muſt think this bill could have no effect. 
That he rather wiſhed it had not been diſcuſſed; but that it 
vould be dangerous to reject it. Whatever therefore were 
—— of its effects, he ſhould ſimply, as an experiment, 
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ve voted for it as he did for the noble Lord's bill for com- 
miſfioners, although he had at the ſame time ſaid to a noble 
Tord, and in the Houſe, that the meaſures could not ſucceed. 
"Another reaſon weighed with him, which was, that as we 
lad loſt ſo many opportunities when we might have made 
Peace, and had ſo aften and repeatedly miſtaken our taking vp 
iin the year 15, that which in the year 1774 would have 
made peace; chat in 1776, which would have made peace in 
"149% that 17578, Which in 1775 might have been grounds of 
peace and very lately miffivg-the opportunity which 2 
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nſelf to us of making peace, by the intervention and under 
the guaranty. of Spain, Who eould have effected it for us, as 
the Americans would have truſted that guatanty, on terms 
wherein they would not treat with our miniſters, nor have 
truſted them, Spam could have got their preliminaries; and 
they then might have taken bp the definitive treaey x. 
He faid, 'that two noble Lords, both miniſters, — 
from certain and official information, had given him ground 
whereon ſtanding by their authority, he muſt now be decid- 
«ly for the propoſitions of the bill [the commiſſioners ex- 
depted.] They told the Houſe, that the Americans were com- 
ing bacle to thoſe ſentiments towards this country, that they 
would come to treaty as coloniſts, and on terms ſubmitting 
to our government. That being the fact, theſe acts and laws 
which attached upon the Americans as ſubjects to this coun- 
try, ſnould be repealed, to clear the way to the grounds of 
It was now, upon that ſtate of the cafe, become ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary; and he begged to remind the honourable 
General tha: there was one he had forgotten, that is the decla» 
act; he turned then about to the General, and ſaid, I 
hope it is meant to repeal that act,“ and turning to the Houſe, 
faid; „J find it is ſo meant.” Upon theſe grounds, and act- 
ing on theſe reaſons, he ſhould: give his vote for the bill, but 
hoped to ſee the clauſe about commiſſioners taken out, and 
ſeveral other amendments made in the committee. 
Mr. G. Ron. A law is propofed, giving authority tothe 


= 


yielding their independence. If it be a mere delegation cf 2 
general power, leaving to the diſeretion of miniſters to de- 
termine hen or whether it is ever to be employed, ſuch a law 
certainly admits that the crown oftight to have this general un- 
reſtrained power If it be intended as an intimation, that 
the time may probably ſoon arrive, when the exerciſe of this 
power will be proper, ſach a law may not only forward the 
erent, but certainly leflens the reſponſibility of miniſters. 
If, laftly; it be intended to preſcribe the immediate exerciſe 
of this power, fach a law will be a plain en of the 
executive authority by the n an union o . 
which vught ever to be diſtinct, and will exempt Mini 

from all future examination of their conduct, by giving the 


previdus ſanction oſ parliament to theit act; for it were idle 


to ſuppoſe the Parliament could exerciſe a judgment 
on the ſubject. To form an opinion on the propriety. of 
yielding independence to America, requires an accurate:know- 
of the tate of that country, of the temper of the, pos 
ple, of the reſources of their government, of our own force, 
its 


| Me. E. 
to oonelude finally with America, meaning on the terms of R. 
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its deſtination and probable ſucceſs laſtly, it requires a periect 
knowledge of the 40rce and te ſources of. our enemies, of the 
vor! . the other ſtates of -Earope. Whence 

could this ho F be 2 from the exegutive ma- 
Heats. 


nformation in bus hands, 
ith his migiſters, = 64 hs" —. all other, perfens in 
a public employ, correſpgn: To him is confided. the decret 
— money, with every other means of procuting intelli 
His ai would, r effect. dictate the 
u 83332 'arliament, yet would an act thus procured ope- 
4 85 an act of indemnity to miniſters... Let us nat be wiſer 
than gur auceſtors. Let us permit the executive, power to 
oceed within its proper department, where the abuſe of truſt 
3s not. palpable and clear; and when time ſhall. diſcloſe all the 
circumſtances under which miniſters ſhall have. acted, at pre- 
t known. only to themſelves, let us judge Abeir condud 
with Kemper, and acquit or condemg, as their merits or de- 
980 may 8 The law. propoſed, in the ficſt view, 
preſumes a defect in the conſtitution, which l.cannot admit; 
and in the latter view will operate as an indemnity to mini- 
ters, E in its immediate effect, much moce ſo in iu 
— e. 
queſtion as been propoſed, do yon contend that, the 
1 give independence to. Ireland, or yield. Scotland to 
TR 1 ſtare ? Were I diſpoſed to employ the ſame. fallacy, 
- Ae can Parliament repeal the h abeas corpus act, 
iſh the t 77 y Jury, or 18 the force of laws ta the pro- 
clamatiogs of the crown ? All government is a truſt. Plain 
and palpable oſs require extraordinary interpoſition. 
Should. Parliament forge I its duty, the people; ſhould the 
crown betray its truſt, Pailiament muſt intetpole not, 
hope, to confound che different orders of the ſtate, but, 
place the truff in more honeſt hands. In the preſent, joſtance, 
either a * territory means of peace is neceflary, 
or RE, is hot, In doubtful caſes it is ſcarcely poſhble wi 
£ W580 antecedently paſſeſs the information, withe 
out gs cannot decide. The delays of theic, proceeds 
thepablic diſcuſſion of the infarmation,neceliary, it 
51 cou N wouy Sfp all the advaggages which 
this cou fles, b y pl acing the executive power in the 
crown... eccon be obviouſly, ugncceſlary,, che. breach 
of Bulk is pppareit=—Parliament will interpaſe, by e 
che crown to. remove the miniſters, 1 a rages 
Which, derived from bon (gel. would not bied the . 2 
would (Rv, the miniſter 4 or in c ane 
"Y * 4 _ þ | Ga 
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where obſtinate perſeverance involved the ruin of the country, 
perhaps remove the ſovereign and his family from the throne, 
Writers on the laws of nations have diſplayed great acute- 
neſs in diſcuſſing cafes in which the nation at large, or the in- 
inhabitants of à cedet territory may reſiſt. the ſovereign. 
Their principles apply equally, whether the people themſelves 
or their repreſentatives commence the reſiſtance. I am not, 
however, reaſoning on extraordinary caſes; I reaſon, to uſe 
Sir Wu:liam Blackſtone's expreſſion, according to the forms 
of the conſtitution,” Neither is the diſtinction worth much 
contention. Prevention would in moſt cafes. be impoſſible. 
The commander of a garriſon may yield a fortreſs, and ma 
deſerve death for his conduct; yet to regain the fortreſs 
would be difficult. Should the crown at this time withdraw 
the garrifons of Fort St. Philip and Gibraltar, the breach of 
truſt would be groſs, yet moſt men in the preſent ſituation of 
affairs would deſpair of regaining the poſſeſſion, Should the 
crown recall the fleets 4 armies of Great Britain from A- 
meriea, is there a man wild enough to re-commeace the war 
from the hope of conqueſt? The truth is, that where the 
deciſion is referred to arms, he who has the direction of the 
national force always muſt have it in his power to betray the 
rights-of the community. Fortunately, where the breach of 
teſt is moſt eaſy, the temptation is leaſt, All the affections 
o the ſovereign, the love of glory, of power, and of domi- 
nion, all the paſſions which govern men occupied in conduct · 
ing the affairs of nations, war againſt the ce ſſion of a coune 
tty-whicti the force of the ſtate can poſſibly retain. The pro- 
bability is greater, that Britain will be exhauſted in a vain and 
raitleſs ſtruggle for dominion which ſhe cannot uphold, than 
that the conteſt ſhould ceaſe before the interefts of Great 
— demand a ceſſation of hoſtilities; or that the . 
tion of the ſovereign to a diſgraceful peace ſhould precede 
neceſſities of the Rate, The power of GIS as is 2 
more dangerous truſt, more liable to abuſe : yet this truſt is 
abſolute in the ſovereign. When the, reſolution is —_— the 
ambaſſador recalled, and war in effect commenced, ages 
indeed ſent'to both Houſes of Parliament, and ganers af 
— ſupport returned in their — Why? — 
uſe the power of the purſe, the * of men, money, 
dips, depend on the pleaſure of Parliament. This power. 
operates in ſome degree as an antecedent reſtraint, but ia not 
wholly effeQtual as a preventive, The war is in com- 
nenced, and defenſive warfare at leaſt becomes nereſſary to 
the publĩe ſafety. Every man who has read our hiſtory, knows, 
ol. XVII. Qqqq that 
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will no longer exiſt. | The reaſoning applies equally to Ame- 
rica, when a ceſſion of America ſhall be made by the prop 
© authority, I think, from the analogy of our government, 
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that even this power of Parliament was principally inſiſted 
upon with a'view to a very different object, as a reſtraint in 
the internal government of the country. Could the ſove- 
reig' raiſe money without the conſent of Parliament, Parlia- 
ments were unneceſſary: could the Sovereign levy troops 
without the conſent of Parliament, he might by force over- 
turn the laws. Theſe grants of men and money are therefore 
made only for a year; nay, the military laws by which the 
troops are governed continued for no longer ſpace, that with- 
out the concurrence of Parliament by a new grant, by a te- 
newal of thofe laws, the whole force entruſted to the ſove- 
reign may be actually diſſolved. This reſtraint, though 
principally directed to the internal government, operates like- 
wife as a conſiderable, but a very inadequate controul to the 
power of deelaring war againſt foreign ſtates. 

Many gentlemen have been miſted- by the acts of -Parlia- 
ment neceffary in the conduct of this war. While the war 
is carried on againſt revolted ſubjects, not acknowledged as 
independent ftates by the proper authority [wherever that au- 
thority is veſted, ] every Amerienn taken in war had a right by 
the laws of this country to be tried as a rebel, or to be re- 
leaſed ; every man had a right to reclaim his. property, who 


had not forfeited that property by conviction. The interpoſi- 


tion of thelegiſlature,' therefore, became neceſſary, but this ne- 


ceffity was derived from the forms of our internal government, 


From the ſame cauſe proceeded the act of Parliament autho- 
riſing commiſſioners to treat with America. / he object of 
this miſſion was to ſettle the terms on which the Americans 
ſhould fubmit to be ſubjects of Great Britain. Their claims 
wete various exemptions from the legiſlative power of Parlia- 


ment. Parliament neceſſarily, therefore, became a contracting 


party, becauſe the crown could not impoſe limitations on the 
power of Parliament, This cafe was likewiſe new. Limi- 


_ tations impoſed on the ſupreme legiſlature, by ſtipulations 
with ſubjects, have no precedents in our hiſtory, © The thing 


itſelf became neceſſary, and the forms of our government 
decided by whom the act muſt be done. But it may be 


aid, acts of Parliament have been made reſpecting America. 


Can the crown repeal them? Acts of Parliament have allo 
been made reſpecting Grenada, St. Vincent's, &c. yet let 


theſe iſlands be ceded in a treaty with France made by the 


crown, theſe acts muſt fall, becauſe the ſubject of legiſlation 


that 
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that authority reſides in the erown. The ſovereign canhot 
by any ſtipulations vary the rule of internal government, be- 
cauſe he is a monarch limited by laws, or by rules of eonduct 
preſcribed by the legiſlature. The external power [where the 
internal government is not affected] ſeems to me incapable of 
ſuch previous laws; in fact, none are given. This, therefore, 
in the language of Mr. Locke, is a diſcretionary power o 
acting for the public good where the poſitive laws are ſilent;“. 
for the abuſe of which, if not directed tothe public good, mini- 
ſters are reſponſible. The acts of this power are in their nature 
momentary, for the moſt part incapable of recall, always de- 
pendent on circumſtances known at the time only to thoſe ens 
truſted with the other parts. of executive government. To 
trans fer this power to Parliament, to make the treaty their 
act, can anſwer no good purpoſe, will operate as an indemni- 
ty to miniſters, and remove the ſingle conſtitutional controul 
. the ſubject is capable the puniſhment of thoſe who 
a {3 | | 42% 2 
At a quarter paſt twelve the queſtion for the order of the 
day was put. 1 2 | bottny ; A 
Ayes 123 Noes 81 Adjourned to the 8th. 
The following is a Copy of General Conway's bill, © for 
quieting the troubles now reigning in. the Britiſh Colonies 
in America, and for enabling his Majeſty to appoint com- 
miffioners, with full powers to treat and conclude upon 
terms of conciliation with the ſaid Colonies.” 


HERE As a ruinous and unnatural war has for ſome 


1 between great Britain and the ſeveral Britiſh co- 


lontes in America, deſtructive at once of that harmony and 


and mutual affection which had ſo long made the happineſs 


and ſtrength of both countries, and thereby giving every ad- 


vantage to the known enemies of the Britiſh empire in all 
its parts; the firſt union of which had; by their cordial and 
effectual efforts, raiſed the name of Britain to the higheſt 
pitch of human renown and felicity, and had, during, the 
courſe of many glorious reigns, ſerved as a barrier to the li- 


berties of Europe, and as the ſtrongeſt ſupport of the Proteſ- 


tant religion, againſt the baneful ſchemes of Popery and de- 
ſpotiſm, | 0 +4 181 
And whereas, in the heat of a contention, haſtily begun, 


| rare pernicious maxims have been adopted, and many, falſe 
and 


angerous meaſures purſued on both ſides. 
Now, in order to heal the {aid fatal diſſentions, and to ſtop 


_ thefirther effuſion of fellow ſubjeCts' blood 


Q4442- Be 
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Be it hereby declared and enacted, by the. King's moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Lords firitad) temporal, &c. ue 4 
That immediately upon the concluſion, of any treaty of 
conciliation between Great-Britain and America, all, thoſe 
rights, bers and immunities, which were demanded by 
the ſeveral aſſociated Colonies in their petitions and memori- 
als to the King, and to the two; Houles of Parliament {and 
particularly in the petition of the Congreſs. to the King, in 
the memorial of the Colony of New-York, to the Houſe of 
Lords, of the 25th of March, 1775, and in the repreſentation 
and remonſtrance of the general aſſembly of the ſaid colony 
of New York, to the Houſe of Commons. of the fame date] 
_ to be, and are hereby declared, by the: King's maſt ex- 
ce ror cor? by and with the advice and conſent of the. WG 
Lords ſpiritual, temporal, &c. to be conceded and confirmed 
on the part of Great- Britain to the ſeveral aſſociated Colonies, Mi 
or to any one or more of them, who ſhall agree on terms of 
reconciliation as aforeſaid, with any — 7 aa appointed, 
or to be appointed by his Majeſty for that purpoſe, . -. 

And for theſe ends, and that no doubt may remain of the 
ſincere and friendly intentions of Great- Britain, and of her 
earneſt deſire to bring back the ancient affection of her chil- 
* dren, and to reſtore that beneficial intercourſe. which muſt 
ever be the true baſis of their grandeur and happineſs: 

Be it hereby declared and enacted by the authority afareſaid, 
that from the day ſuch conciliation or treaty ſhall he conclud- 
ed, all or any of the thirteen aſſociated colonies, ſag agreeing 
on terms of conciliation, ſhall be, and are hereby deglared to 
be, at the peace of his Majeſty, and reſtored to-the,uſual.io- 
tercourſe of friendſhip and commerce.—And it is hereby fur- 
ther declared and enacted, P * die d 

'T hat no tallage, tax, or other charge whatever, ſhall, from 
thenceforth be raiſed on the freemen of America, without their 
own confent, by their repreſentatives duly cenvened in al-; 
| ſembly there. enen 4 bk 

That the powers of the admiralty and vice-admiralty courts 
be reſtrained within their ancient limits, and the trial by jury 
— civil caſes, where the ſame may have been aboliſhed, re- 
| ſtored. | 

That no ſubject in America ſhall, in capital caſes, be lia- 
ble to be indicted and tried for the ſame, in any place out of 
the province where ſuch crime ſhall have been committed, nor 
be deprived of a trial by his Peers of the vicinage. bill 

That it ſhall not be lawful to ſend perſons indicted for mur- ed 
der, in any colony of America, to another colony, or to, 
Great Britain for trial. 

4 That 
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That the judges in the law courts in the Colonies, ſhall 
hold their offices and ſalaries as his Majeſty's judges in Eng- 
land, r bene geſſer int. | | 

That the Colonies in America are juſtly entitled to all 
the privileges, franchiſes, and immunities, granted by their 
ſeyeral charters and conſtitution”, and that the ſaid charters or 
conſtitutions ought not to be invaded or reſumed, unleſs for 
mifuſes, or ſome legal ground of forfeiture. | 

And for the ſaid and other good and beneficial purpoſes, it 
s hereby declared and enacted, That the following acts, or ſo 
much of the ſame as have been repreſented to be found griev- 
ous to the ſubjects in the colonies as aforeſaid, namely, the 
acts of 4 Geo. III ch. 15. entitled, an act for granting cer- 


uin duties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations in America. 


Geo. III. ch. 34. To prevent paper bills of credit hereafter 
to be iſſued in any of his Majeſty's colonies and plantations 
in America, from being declared to be a legal tender, &c. 
3Geo. III. ch. 25. act to alter certain rates of poſtage, and to 
amend, explain, and enlarge ſeveral proviſions made in the 
gth year of Queen Anne, &c. 6 Geo. III. ch. 52. For re- 
pealing certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and plantations. 
14 Geo. III. ch. 54. For better providing ſuitable quarters 
lor officers and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's ſervice in North Ame- 


ca. ' Act 17 Geo. III. ch. 5. For prohibiting all trade and 


ntercourſe, &c.* and to authoriſe perſons appointed by his 


Majeſty to grant pardons, &c. or ſuch parts of the ſame as 


are found grievous to any of the ſaid colonies ; . ' 

Be and are hereby repealed from the day they ſhall have 
entered into, and concluded terms of conciliation with Great, 
Britain, or with any perſons authorized by his Majeſty for 
that purpoſe, | | 


The ſaid acts alſo to be ſuſpended and remain without 
effect in like manner, ſhould any truce take place for a limit- 


ed time between Great Britain and all or any of the yd 


Colonies reſpeRively, during the continuance of ſuch truce. , 
And be it farther declared, that the act of 14 Geo. III. 


ch. 83 For regulating the government of the province of 
Quebec, ſhall be re-conſidered, altered, or repealed, 


Before the bill was brought in, the General, meant to inſert the 
lecharatory act of 1776, among the acts to be repealed, and indeed to 
make the whole bill more correct. The Haute refuſed to receive this 
bill, by dividing upon the order of the day, after a debate which laſt- 
ed 'till twelve o'clock. | 


An! 


6 
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ol peace, his Majeſty is hereby authoriſed to appoint commil 


Is, Willem As ſoon as the Speaker returned from the Houſe of Lord 
Meredith. Sir William Meredith roſe, and ſaid, he had fome time fine 
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And that vo future doubt or jealouſy may remain rela- 


tive to the rights of the Colonies, and the power of their af- 
jemblies lawfully conſtitutes, be it declared by the authority 
aforeſaid, that the ſaid Colonies, in theit ſaid aſſemblies, 
ſhall, agreeably to the ſaid charters and conſtitutions, hate 
full power and authority to regulate all matters for the peace 
and good order of their interna] government; the Tegiflaty 
of Great Britain-reſerving only to itſelf the ordering and e- 
nacting ſuch things as concern, as well, the maintenance o 
the ſaid charters and conſtitutions, as the general weal of th 
empire, and the due regulation of the trade” and commerce 
thereof, upon (thoſe principles of equity and ſound policy 
which ſhall, on full mutual diſcuſſion and conſideration, be 
found moſt conducive to the general goed. © 
And that nothing may obſtruct or retard the great work 


. ftioners, with full powers to treat and conclude either peace 
or truce with all, or any of the ſaid colonies, upon ſuch other 
ar farther terms of conciliation, as to his Majeſty in his wil 
dom ſhall ſeem fit; always underſtood, and the ſame is here 

by again declared and enacted, that all the ſeveral privileges 

. immunities, and advantages, hereby granted to all or = 0 

the ſaid Colonies as above mentioned, do ſerve as the b-1is0 

- ſuch. treaty of conciliation, and are hereby ſanctified anc 

guaranted under the faith of Parliament as parts of the ſame, 
And be it farther declared and enacted, by the authorit) 

aforeſaid, that it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty t. 
empower commiſſioners to grant free pardon to any perſon « 
any number or deſcription of perſons, ot his full and gener 
_ Pardon to the inhabitants of all or any of the faid Colonie 
_ reſpectively, for all acts of hoſtility, and for all things dor 
or committed during the preſent troubles, and previous to tt 

* ſigning or concluſion of any treaty of conciliation as afore 
_taid ; and the ſame ſhall be conſidered, and is hereby confirm 

ed as an act of perpetual amneſty and oblivion of ſuch 20 
of hoſtility, and of all things ſo done and committed durin 
the continuance of the ſaid troubles. 

So may the ancient affection be bappily reſtored to th 
two parts of the diſtracted empire, and a new æta of Hil 
cyon days ſucceed to the korrors and multiplied calamities 

civil contention, 
May 8. 


* Rated to the Houle, ſome extraordinary facts, relative te 


par 


party of the military being armed and ready to come forth 
upon the people; when he ſtated them, he had taken them 
pp upon newſpaper report, he had fince made himſelf maſter 
blies of the facts as they really happened, and was able to ſpeak to 


have 


rela- 
ir aſ- 
jority 


them more fully; but as he did not fee certain perſons in high 
military offices, then in the Houſe, he would not take up 
more. time, but would content himſelf with moving 1 

{© That the proper officer do lay before this Houſe, a cop 
of any requifitions made by the civil magiſtrates, and by 
whom, for any of the foot or horſe guards, to be in readi- 
Macs from the 5th to the 7th of April laſt,” 5.19 SAL Bf 

Mr. Adam ſubmitted it to the honourable Baronet, whe- yy, 44 
Jer it would not be more candid to withdraw his motion, : 
till the honourable gentlemen alluded to, were preſent to 
Peak to the facts upon which the motion was avowedly 
grounded, we 

The Secretary at War declared he knew of no order being The Sees. 
eat for the military, for that no order had paſſed his office, tary a War. 
He believed the civil magiſtrate expecting a riot, had made a 
requiſition. to have ſome of the military ready to affiſt the 
civil power in caſe any riot had happened. That it was a 
common thing, and he ſaw no miſchief, as the military in 
ſuch caſes were ſolely at the command and direction of the 
civil magiſtrate. * 204 

Mr. Burde arraigned the juſtices in terms of the ſevereſt . , 
fort, for daring to imagine or ſuggeſt that a riot would hap- 
pen, when no riot was intended, and upon their weak and in- 
ſolent ſuggeſtions to call out the military. He ſaid the juſti- 
ces of Middleſex were generally the ſcum of the carth ; car- 
penters, brick-makers, and 42 ſome of whom 
were notoriouſly men of ſuch infamous characters, that 
hey were unworthy of any employ whatever; and others 
ſo ignorant, that they could ſcarcely write their own names. 
Mr. Burke deſcribed the popular meeting on the th of 
April, as a moſt reſpectable one, and ſaid the Dukes of De- 
ronſhire and Portland, and other diſtinguiſhed perſonages had 
there met the other electors of the city of Weſtminſter, in 
a legal and conſtitutional manner, to debate and diſcuſs great, 
legal, and conſtitutional points. How dared, then, ſuch rep- 
tiles as the Middleſex juſtices attempt to call out a body of 
the military armed, upon a peaceable meeting, ſo reſpectable 
in its deſcription? A 3 

M. Rigby defended the matter, and as an inſtance that the Mr. rigyy, 
military ſo employed, and under the direction of a judieious 

| | magiſtrate, 
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magiſtrate, might be eſſentially ferviceable in nting 
riots, declared, that ſome years ſince the Duke of Bedford, 
houle would have been raſed to the ground, had not My, 
Saunders Welch applied for fifty of the infantry, and 
planted them behind the wall in the front of Bedfore houſe. 
Mr. Rigby defended the Middleſex magiftrates from Mr, 
Burke's cenſure, declaring that the office was a very trouble. 
ſome one; that no perſon of dictinction or family would un. 
dertake it, and therefore it was right to give douceurs to 
thoſe who would. He ſaid gentlemen who abuſed the ma. 
giſtrates for doing their duty, were not friends to ſubordina- 
tion and good order; that ſo far from thinking the magiſtrate 
blameable, he had often wondered that the police of this 


great metropolis was ſo well regulated as it was. Mr. Rigby 


ridiculed the meetings in general, declaring that a ſet of 
gentlemen meeting merely to make orations, and to vote 
thanks to one another, was a perfectly harmleſs matter. 


Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke made a reply, charging Mr. Rigby with de. 


Mr. Eden. 


fending thoſe with whom he would not fit down to dinner, to 
whom he would not ſpeak, nor ſuffer them to come into a 
room where he was, | | 

Mr. Eaen then ſaid, that he thought it ſuperfluous on this 
occaſion, to recur to any particulars, either of the old 
Bloomſbury riot, or the late Weſtminſter meeting ; and equal- 
ly fo, to introduce the naines either of dead or living Dukes, 
That the queſtion turned upon a general principle, in which 
he agreed with the ſupporters of the motion, though he 
ſhould differ with them as to the application of that principle. 
That he thought them right to entertain a moſt watchful jca- 
louſy of the executive power in the employment of the ſol- 
diery ; but that this jealouſy, ſhould in politics, as in pri- 
vate life, be kept within reaſonable bounds, and ſhould not 
ſtart into action, upon the impulſe of trifles light as air, 
That a reſpectable and very ingenious Baronet, | dir George 
Savile ] had juſtly ſaid, If I aſk for the key of my cloſet, 
and you faulter, and heſitate, and turn pale, and delay to 
produce the key, ſhall I not ſuſpect that ſomething is con- 
cealed within the cloſet? It was the caſe of Bluebeard, 
in ſome nurſery reports; but in the preſent inſtance, it had 
not been ſtated, that there was any cloſet to conceal it, or 
any key to be called for: no caſe had been made for enqui - 
ry ; no fact of abuſe of the executive power had been charge 
ed. It was not juſt then, to ſay that information was re- 


fuſed ; ſome grounds muſt be ſhewn before information = 


x" 
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be 
neſtsegg; he had only ſtated a looſe rumour from a newſ- 
ry and upon the credit of ſuch evidence called upon the 


Route to expreſs an uncaſineſs, which no man who heard 


him, in any degree felt; that nothing had been produced, 
dther:ta prove the fact aſſerted, or the order which occaſion- 
ed that fact. Mr. Eden concluded, therefore, with giving 
his negative to the motion. 


aſkedy The right honourable Baronet had not laid his 


Mr. Fox made one of the moſt extraordinary ſpeeches Mr. Fax; 


ever heard in the Houſe of Commons, declaring if it was 
underſtood that a ſet of men were to be let looſe on the con- 
ſtitutional meetings of the people, that all who went to ſuch 
meetings muſt go armed. 

The Houſe at length divided on the queſtion, 

6 es 91 oes 1 

As ſoon — Houſe was reſumed, - 


Mr. Alderman Sawbridge roſe in his place, and in a ſpeech wr. ai. 
of tome length introduced his annual motion, “for ſhorten- Sewbridges 


ing the duration of Parliaments.” The Alderman entered 
into a long deduction of hiſtorical facts, relative to the origin 
of Parliaments, the duration of them at different periods, 
the eſtabliſhment of triennial, and the laſt regulation effected 
by paſſing the bill for ſeptennial Parliaments into a law. He 
cited the hiſtory of the ſeveral reigns in which the parliamen- 
tary alterations had been introduced, ftating the grounds and 
motives upon which the alterations were made, and accom- 
panying.theſe premites with a declaration what were the con- 
IN how far the purpoſes of the crown had been ef- 
ed, and the liberties of the people invaded and diminiſhed 

by each alteration. Ihe original uſe of Parliaments, he de- 
ſerĩhed to have been ſimply two-fold ; to conſider of the 
people's | grievances, and to endeavour to obtain redreſs 
for them; and to conſider of the wants of the ſtate, and 
after a careful examination that the wants were real, and 
the occaſian preſſing, to vote ſuch ſums as were neceſſary. 
The firſt of theſe objects Mr. Sawhridge declared always took 
the: lead, nor would our anceſtors, in honeſt times, ever 
ant the crown money till the complaints of the people were 
iſtened to and raw afforded. As all courts were difin- 


elined to hear of theſe complaints and grievances, ſo it had 


formerly: happened, that Parliaments were ſeldom aſſembled, 
and never but when the wants of the ſtate were ſuch, that 
goverament could not proceed without money from the 
people. Mr. Sawbridge traced Parliaments to their being 
called annually, and then ſpoke of the long Parliament, in 
Vor. XVII. Rrrr the 
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the time of Henry VIII. which had ſanctified all the mon- 
ſtrous ſketches of prerogative that marked that reign ; and of 
the long Parliament in the reign of Charles II. At length 
he came to the trienaial Parliaments, which had been intro- 
duced after the Revolution, in the reign of William III. and 
in part of that of Queen Anne, and ultimately arrived at 
the zra when the ſeptennial bill paſſed, From all theſe hi- 
ſtorical facts he argued, that by the conftitution Parliaments 
ought to be called annually ; that the triennial bill was an 
encroachment on the people's rights and liberties, and the 
ſeptennial a ſtill more unjuft innovation, on the part of the 
repreſentative body, who had by that law arrogantly aſſum- 
ed to themſelves a power which was conſtitutionally veſted in 
the hands of the people, and which of right belonged ro them, 
He contended that the more frequently the power of election 
reverted to the people, the better would it he for the general 
intereſts of the nation; that if members were aware that 
their conſtituents would have a full opportunity of judging 
of their ſervices and pronouncing on their conduct, annual- 
ly, thoſe ſervices and that conduct would be more guarded, 
The means of corruption would be checked within thoſe 
walls, and the temptation to act diſhoneſtly being removed, 
the repreſentatives of the people would of neceffity act diſin- 
tereſtedly and uprightly. For theſe reaſons, he wiſhed to 
return to the firſt parliamentary principles, and to paſs a law 
for Parliaments to be choſen annually : he was aware, how- 
ever, that much objection would be made to any attempt of 
that kind, and, therefore, not becauſe he liked it betrer, but 
becauſe he thought he could not carry his point, 1f he aimed 
directly at reſtoring annual Parliaments, he ſhould try to 
obtain triennial Parliaments. After deſcanting on this for 
ſome time, and mentioning that the matter was at pre- 
ſent much the topic of converſation without doors, he moved, 

That leave be given to bring in a bill for ſhortening 
the duration of Parliaments.” | 


Mr. Alder- Mr. Alderman Bull ſeconded the motion. 


. man Bull. 
Ld. Nugent. 


Lord Nugent then roſe, and ſaid, as the ſame motion had 
been made for ſome — paſt, and had been ſilently decided 
upon, he hoped the Houſe would not go into a debate upon 


it then, becauſe as the honourable Alderman had ftared, it 
had been much the ſubje& of diſcuſhon clſewhere. With 
regard to going back to our firſt parliamentary principles, 
ſurely that matter was not ſufficiently conſidered, What? 


was it meant that Parliament ſhould be degraded to that ſtate 
in 
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in which it was, when the ſervice was ſo diſagreeable that 
men were obliged to be paid for fitting and doing the pub- 
lick bufineſs ? When that buſineſs was ſo unwelcome, that 
there were frequent inſtances of perſons begging to be diſ- 
franchiſed, in order to prevent their being tent up to Parlia- 
ment! He could not believe the honourable Alderman meant 
to go that length. His Lordſhip owned himſelf an advo- 
cate for the ſeptennial bill, and declared he had the higheſt 
parliamentary authority that ever was, for. pronouncing 
triennial Parliaments in a great meaſure uſeleſs, and extreme- 
ly unlikely to anſwer the end propoſed, viz. the checking that 
influence of the crown, which had been ſaid to be“ increaſ- 
ed, increafing, and that it ought to be diminiſhed,” The 
authority he alluded to, was that of one of the ableſt men 
that ever filled the chair of that Houſe, Mr. Arthur Onflow ! 
He had talked with Mr. Onſlow on the ſubject of triennial 
parliaments ſome years ago, and that great man had told 
him, the propoſition was an abſurd one, becauſe if it were 
adopted, the firſt year would be taken up wholly in hearing 
petitions on elections; in the ſecond year the Houſe would 
be able to do buſineſs, and in the third, the members would 
principally be engaged with ſoliciting votes, and making in- 
tereſt againſt the next election. Annual Parliaments he ob- 
jected to, as totally impracticable in the preſent ſtate of pub- 
lic affairs. 

His Lordſhip obſerved, that the preſent motion was not 
grounded on the petitions of the people, for there was not 
one word about ſhert Parliaments in thoſe petitions, Much 
had been faid, indeed, without doors, about annual Parha- 
meats, and about adding one hundred Knights of the ſhire 
to the repreſentation of the people in that Houſe, Before, 
however, either of thoſe points were accomplithed, a great 
deal muſt neceſſarily be done, even ſhould that Houle agree 
that it was right to alter the conſtitution of Parliament fo eſ- 
ſentially, Were they prepared juſt then to take away 
from the crown the right of appointing Sheriffs for the coun- 
ties? And if they were not, the power of the crown would 
be confiderably encreaſed, if Parliaments were either an- 
nual or triennial. So in boroughs, what regulation was in- 
tended reſpecting the returning officer? In _ places that 
officer was elected by a very ſmall number. In Briſtol in 
particular, which he had the honour to repreſent in two 
Parliaments, where the eleQors he believed, amounted to 


5000, the returning officer was choſen by a very, very ſmall 
Rrrr 2 number 
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number indeed. Theſe, and other conſiderations, induced him 
to oppoſe the preſent motion, not only as unwiſe, but as im- 
poſſible to be adopted, and carried into execution ſo as to 
anſwer any good purpoſe, 


Mr. T. Pit. Mr. T. Pitt ſaid, he wiſhed to have remained filent on the 


queſtion, but when a ſubject of ſo much importance was in 
agitation, he ſhould be aſhamed. to evade ſpeaking to it, 
though his voice muſt go againſt the motion. He diſclaimed 
all dread of unpopularity on this occaſion, and declared, that 
it was with pain he ſtood up one of the firſt to oppole a claim 
upon that Houſe evidently coming from the people; he could 
eaſily account why the people ſhould wiſh for a ſhorter du- 
ration of Parliaments; it was in human nature to he fond of 
power; the right of election being placed in the hands of 
the conſtituents, they parted with it for a time when they 
choſe their repreſentatives, and it was perfectly natural for 
them to defire that the right might revert to them as often as 
poſſible; but though no man would pay greater deference to 
the wiſhes of the people than he would at all times, he ſhould 
hold himſelf unworthy of their confidence, if he agreed to 
any propoſition, merely becauſe it was the propoſition of the 
people, when his own judgement and conviction clearly 
pointed out to him that the propoſition was an unwiſe one, 
and that the people in making it, were aſking for that which 
would be in its conſequences, if complied with, effentially 
detrimental to their intereſts. He ſaid, had that Houſe com- 
pied with the petitions of the people, and remedied their 
ſe Peeks as they had promiſed, the people would not have 

red to take away the power of fitting for ſeven years to- 
gether in that Houſe, which the repreſentatives of the people 
now enjoyed, excepting only when the crown, for wile and 
neceſſary purpoſes, ſhortened the duration (for it ought not 
to exerciſe its prerogative in that manner, but for wiſe and 


neceſſary purpoſes) of Parliament by a diſſolution. He was, 


however, moſt fully convinced, that fo far from diminiſhing 
the influence of the crown, annual or triennial Parliaments 
would. conſiderably encreaſe it, The influence of the crown 
was not confined within thoſe walls; if it were, we ſhould 
be a great and happy people. It was the influence of the 
crown without doors that was ſo alarming, The encreaſed 
public revenue was the great ſource of influence. The King 
in times of peace had fourteen millions to ſpend annually, 
and now how much more paſſed through the hands of govern- 
ment? If corruption would be checked without doors, if 


the- 
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the people could be enabled to preſerve their integrity and 
their independency, there would be nothing to be feared 
from the corruption of members of Parliament. It was the 
purity of the electors that he was moſt anxious for, conſcious 

that while they remained uncorrupted, the conſtitution would 
de ſafe from danger. But to return to the idea of annual or 
triennial Parliaments. Had gentlemen forgot how many great 
families even now, were ruined by their endeavours to get 
into that Houſe, and had ſpent their whole fortunes in 
election conteſts? Was it to be learnt how hard would be 
the caſe of every honeſt, independent country gentleman, if 
the miniſter was to have the power of ſtarting a court candi- 
date againſt him every year, or every three years; what for- 
tune could bear the expence? The conſequence would be, 
election conteſts would become objects of horror, and the 
miniſter would ſoon have his own Houſe of Commons. In 
his opinion, therefore, the preſent motion was beginning at 
the wrong end. A general election was, as matters ſtood at 
preſent, a miſchief; if it was to happen oftener, the miſchief 
would undoubtedly be greater. A general election was now 
not far off; if report were to be truſted, it was very near. 
The voice and ſpirit of the people ſeemed to be raiſed. He 
would, therefore, conſent to reſt the whole argument of the 
neceffity for ſhortening the duration of Parliaments upon the 
return of the next Parliament. Wait that iſſue, ſee if the 
people had exerted that right they enjoyed, properly and 
correſpondently with the ſpirit which now appeared to pervade 
the kingdom, If they did not ſend to Parliament a Houſe 
of Commons at once honeſt, free, and independent, he 
would confeſs, he had been much miſtaken, and would join 
as heartily in ſupporting a bill for triennial Parliaments, as 
the honourable Alderman or any other of his friends, 
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Mr. Fox roſe next, and ſaid he ſhould be under the neceſſi- Mr. Fex. 


tyof ſpeaking more fully to the preſent queſtion than he other- 
wiſe would do, becauſe, as he had for years voted uniformly 
avainſt the queſtion, and as he meant to vote for it, it was due 
to the Houſs, and due to his own character, that he ſhould 
ſtate the reaſons of this difference of conduct. He ſaid, he 
revered thoſe wiſe and great men who brought in the ſepten- 
nal bill; becauſe the principle on which they acted, in pro- 
moting that meaſure, was every way laudable, and every 
way juſtifiable ; at the time of the paſſing of that bill, the 
Houſe of Brunſwick had been juſt called to the throne, b 
the unanimous voice of the people, in defence of their liber- 
. | ties, 
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ties, and in order to protect them from the alarming attempts 
of a Pretender, whoſe family was deſervedly become odious 
for their tyranny, and by their repeated endeavours to ſub— 
vert the conſtitution, to change the- religion of the country, 
and to bury the liberties of the people under the fabric of 
arbitrary power, which it had been their conſtant wiſh to intio- 
duce and to erect. George I. was a prince beloved by both 
Houſes of Parliament, and looked up to as their guardian 
and protector, it wis very natural under theſe circumſtances 
to take every precaution to keep out a third perſon, a pre- 
tender to the throne, and to maintain the Houſe of Brun 
wick in poſſeſſion of it. With this view it was, that the 
three branches of the legiſlature had agreed to take ſuch mea- 
ſures as were moſt likely to exclude the Pretender, and what 
meaſure could be more promiſing or more likely, than to pai 
the ſeptennial bill Therefore, keeping together that Parlia- 
ment who were ſo well diſpoſed towards George I. and who 
doubtleſs had no idea that a day could ever come when the 
liberties of the people would be in danger from the Houſe of 
Brunſwick, who never could ſuppoſe that the influence cf 
the crown would be ſo encreaſed in the reign of a prince of 
that Houle, that it ſhould 'be voted by the Houſe of Com- 
mons, to be encreaſed, encreaſing, and that it ought to be 
diminiſhed, They had therefore acted wiſely, and he had 
ever admired and revered ſuch men, It was from this admi- 
ration and this reverence that he had uniformly voted againlt 
ſhortening the duration of Parliament; but what was the calc 
now? The people of England, in whom the ſole right of 
the duration of Parliament lay, called upon that Houle to 
ſhorten it! The people of England made this requiſition, a 
requiſition they alone could make, and which, like evcrj 
other requiſition that came from the ſame quarter, he ſhould 
ever hold himſelf bound to comply with, and to obey. 

Mr. Fox anſwered Lord Nugent's queſtion about the ſhe- 
riffs, and ſaid, undoubtedly if the bill now moved for paſſcd, 
an act muſt neceſſarily paſs to make that alteration, He allo 
turned off the objection urged by Mr, Pitt, relative to the 
frequency of elections, and the enormous expence which 
would unavoidably follow to private families, and honeſt and 
independent men, if Parliaments were choſen either annually 
or tricanially ; ſhewing, that even now Parliaments had no 
certain time of duration, for that it was in the power of g- 
vernment to put an end to them, whenever it ſhould be mok 
for the purpole of government lo to do; and that conſequently 
3 | government 
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government might harraſs individuals at preſent, as much as 
they could do then. One of the arguments upon which Mr. 
Fox principally reſted was, that annual Parliaments would 
leſſen the influence of the crown, declaring, that if any of 
his conſtituents were to aſk him what our preſent misfortunes 
were aſcribable to? He ſhould fay, the fiel cauſe was the in- 
fluence of the crown, the ſecond, the influence of the crown, 
and the third, the influence of the crown ; to that, and that 
only, in his mind, could it be owing, that an unpopular and 
unſucceſsful miniſtry, whoſe meaſures had ruined their coun- 
try, kept their offices. He ridiculed Mr, Onſlow's opinion 
as ſtated by Lord Nugent, and ſaid, that noble Lord's whole 


ſpeech was a ſample of that contemptuous conduct, which 


miniſtry aſſumed whenever they thought themſelves ſecure 
their way conſtantly was to be afraid, when they firſt heard of 
any thing that looked like danger approaching them, and as 
ſoon as they began to think themſelves ſafe, to turn the ob- 
ject of their former terror into deriſion. So it was with the 
petitions of the people; at firft nothing could be more hum- 
ble than the language of miniſters reſpecting them; they 
had promiſed every thing, but now having again their ma- 
jority, they affected to laugh at, and to deride that, which 
they had moſt ſeriouſly dreaded. 


Lord North began with ironically obſerving, that as the Lord Nes. 


honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt had conſtantly gone 
with him in voting againſt every motion ſimilar to the pre- 
ſent, which had been made from year to year, for ſome years 
paſt, and as no man was more fully acquainted with the prin- 
ciple on which it was objectionable, nor had any man been fo 
able a defender of that principle, he was in hopes on this 
occaſion to have had the honour of being affiſted for once by 
the powerful and brilliant talents which diſtinguiſhed the 
honourable gentleman, and that it would have been unneceſ- 
fary for any other perſon to attempt to convince the Houſe 
how miſtaken thoſe gentlemen, both within doors and with- 
out, were, who imagined, that if annual or triennial Parli- 
aments were reſtored, the influence of the crown would be 
dminſhed, His Lordſhip having opened his ſpeech in this 
manner, proceeded in a moſt maſterly ſtile of argu-rent, to 
ſhew the dangerous tendency of the attempt to ſhorten th 
duration of Parhaments, ſhould ſuch an attempt be carrie 
into execution. He ſaid, his ideas on the ſubject were not 
newly taken up, neither had he acquired them ſince he had 
any miniſterial office or connexion ; that the firſt time he had 
ever 


$80 


He . the ſentiments of à great man, whoſe nate he 
1 


1 fp * 
dend had been drawing nearer and nearer, and was now at- 
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ever preſumed to ſolicit the attention of that Houſe, was to 
an argument againſt a motion fimilar to the preſent : that 
the matter he alluded to, occured many years ſince, and that 
his opinion had been confiderably ſtrengthened by experience, 


not immediately recolle&, bar who, ſpeaking of trien- 
: Dial Parliaments, had ſaid, that their conſequence would he 
triennial treaties, triennial alliances, and a triennial peace; 
that, in fact, ſo far from accommodating public pufine's, 
Lag — derange and impede its progreis. His Lordſhip 
took up Mr. Sawbridge's hiftoricat account of Parliaments, 
and ſhewed that our anceſtors had clearly in view, that Par- 
liaments ſhould ſit annually, and ſaid, that by degrees, that 


rn 


tained. That the nature of our conſtitution, as ir ſtood at 
preſent, required it. He further ſaid, if Parliameots were 
to be choſen for leſs tlian ſeven years, no gentleman could 
-poffibly think of attempting to begin any great public mea- 
Jure, becauſe he could not be certain that he ſhould continue 
in Parliament long enough to bribg it to perfection. He 
declared that every inhovation ought to be watched with a 
jealous eye, becauſe when once the ſpirit of innovation was 9. 
abroad, it was impoſſible to ſay where it would ſtop. He 
mould, had he no other reaſon, vbject to the preſent motion, 
becauſe it was evident from what the honourable gentleman I th: 

who ſpoke laſt had ſaid, it was to be neceſſarily followed by <0 
ifeveral other innovations. The noble Lord near him had ant 
mentioned the appointment of the ſheriffs, a matter veſted in W Pre 
the crown for centuries ; the honourable gentleman had ſaid gu 
*with the moſt perfect eaſe, as if the matter were really alt 
trifling and indifferent © that the mode of appointing ſherifts rea 

muſt be altered, if the preſent motion was agreed to, and 
the bill paſſed.” This he ſaid, he did not approve, neither | ſhe 
ſhould he lightly aſſent to any alteration of the conſtitution. W© mo 

After very pointedly animadverting on the difficulties that I mit 


SSS. 


would ariſe in caſe the elections of 1 officers were to d 
i 


be almoſt immediately followed by the election of meinbers I wha 
of Parliament, and" enforcing other ſtrong objections to the ¶ pro- 
motion, his Lordſhip concluded with praiſing the healthineſs I alli: 
the conſtitution, as it ſtood, declaring, that every attempt N 
improve it, put him in mind of the epitaph on the tomb-} wer! 


f 
None of the famous Italian valetudinarian, Cornaro. | the 


4 SB ͤtava bene, voleva flare meglio —ſto ni. if at 
I was well, I would be better - and here I am.“ that 
| | -. 1/7 Colondfſ V 
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Colonel Barr: ſupported the motion in a ſhort ſpeech, in- Col. Barre. 
troducing Lord North's commiſſion of account bill, and other 
temporary topics of oppoſitional ſeverity, and concluding it 
with the words liberavi animam meam. 

Mr. T. Townſhend very calmly declared, he had not made Mr. T. 

up his mind to the idea of ſhortening the duration of Par- Tewnbend. 
hament ; the motion however was of ſo much magnitude, 
that it was at leaſt worth while to give it full diefen; he 
therefore adviſed the letting the bill be brought in, and 
go to a committee; not that he meant to ſay, he ſhould 
ſupport it when it came there, but as it was the wiſh of 


— he thouglit it deſerved at leaſt ſo much re- 


Mr. Rigby ridiculed the new converts, as he termed Mr, Mr. Rgly. 
Fox, and thoſe other gentlemen who had now for the firſt 
time ſpoken favourably of a motion which they had voted 
againſt uniformly before, He obſerved, that the honoura- 
ble gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had not delivered his ſenti- 
ments with his uſual warmth, or as if he was remarkabl 
fond of the motion. He argued very ſtrenuouſly again 
innovation, eſpecially where the Houſe was not made ac- 
quainted with the butt or goal to which innovation was to 
be carried, He took notice of an honourable gentleman's 
having ſpoke againſt the motion, and then walked out of 
the Houle [alluding to Mr, Pitt, who had left the Houſe ac- 
companied by his father-in-law Pinckney Wilkinſon, Efq.] 
and ſaid, he liked what was ſubſtantial, and ſhould ever 
prefer a vote to a ſpeech, He alſo, in very ſtrong lan- 
guage, ſhewed the inconvenience that would follow an 
alteration of the duration of Parliament, and ſtated his 
reaſons at length for being againſt the motion, | 

Lord Jabs Cavendiſh ſpoke againſt the principles of Lord Fobn 
ſhortening the duration of Parliaments, but wiſhed the Cavendiſh. ' 
motion might be agreed to and the bill go into a com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Byng was decidedly for the motion; and in reply to Mr. pyng, 
what Lord North had ſaid reſpecting triennial Parliaments 
producing triennial alliances, aſked where the noble Lord's 
alliances were? 

Mr. Burke ſpoke againſt the motion, ſaying, that if it Mr. Burke. 
were carried, and triennial Parliaments where introduced, 
the influence of the crown would be moſt fatally increaſed ; 
if annual Parliaments were the ſort agreed upon, he aſſerted, 


that there would be no conteſt, and conſequently, that in 
Vor. XVII. Siſl fact 
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ſact there would be no election. He declared, the queſtion 


relative to the 9 the duration could not be ſaid to 


have originated in the wiſhes of the people, for it never yet 
had been properly before them; if it had, and they had 
fairly diſcuſſed it in every point of view, be did not doubt 
but they would have feen the danger of it, and determincd 
witely againſt it; qui caut? deliberant, facile pronunciant. He 
ſaid, however unpopular his ſpeech might render him, it 
was his duty as an honeſt man to deliver his ſentiments on 
ſo great a ſubject, that his conſtituents might fairly know 
what ſort of a perſon it was, who offered himſelf as a can- 
didate for their votes at the next election. He then pro- 
ceeded to a moſt ample inveſtigation and diſcuſſion of the 
whole ſubject, exhibiting with all the power of pencil which 
he poſſeſſes, and with all that glow of colouring, which no 
man can more beautifully diſplay, that the conſequence, of 
ſhortening the duration of Parliament, would tend to en- 
creaſe corruption, to ruin individuals, and to extend the in- 
fluence of the crown. He reprobatcd the attempt by try- 
ing a triennial Parliament, as dangerous in the extreme, 
If the experiment failed, we could not go back to ſeptennial 
Parliaments without deſtroying the weight and importance 
which the interference of the pcople at large ought always 
to carry with it. He gave a derail of the triennial Parlia- 
ments in the reign of William the Third, and ſhewed, that 
though they were little better than biennjal Parliaments, 
there was more corruption in them, than in any our hiſtory 
recorded to have far, He inſtanced the caſe of the Eaſt India 
Company's bribery of then embers, mentioning the Speaker's 
being obliged to put the queſtion on his own expulſion, and 
the affair of Sir Philip Mulgrave, 

After ſpeaking moſt ally in ſupport of the ſeptennial, or 
as he termed them ſextennial Parliaments, he bid the noble 
Lord in the blue ribbon, and thoſe near him, not flatter 
themſelves that oppoſition was a rope of ſand, or that the 
chain was broken, becauſe he did not agree with his 
honourable friend near him, or the er Alderman 
who made the motion; there was and would be found to 
be, an etfential diſtinction between an amicable difference 
of opinion, founded upon principic, and hoſtile diſcord. 
He truſted the noble Lord would find himas tough a link 
as any in the chain, and he aflured the Hou: though 
he ſhould vote 2gainſt his honourable friend to-night, he 
{hould vote withhim again to-morrrow. 


C: 
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Sir Joſepb Mawhbey rofe to ſpeak, but many members Sir uν 
heing anxious for the queſtion, the Houle divded on the Hawtby. 
queſtion: | | | | 

Ayes ' 91 Noes 182 

As ſoon as this matter was diſpoſed of, the majority of the 
members left the Houſe. 

Mr. Earn moved to have the New York port bill read a Mr. Eden. 
ſecond time, giving the Houſe to underſtand, that the ho- 
nourable gentleman who meant to oppoſe it [Governor 
Pownall] was gone, but had declared to him, that as he 
ſhould have an opportunity of oppoſing the principle of 
it, when the motion was made For the Speaker to 
leave the chair,” he would not oppoſe it on the ſecond 
reading. 

Sir James Lowther remonſtrated on the impropriety of 5; Yames 
reading it a ſecond time in ſo thin a Houſe, and in the Letters 
abſence of the honourable gentleman alluded to, who was 
gone away, and who had told him in the courſe of the 
evening, that he meant to oppoſe the bill on the ſecond 
reading, but that no other buſineſs would come on that day. 

To attempt to read now, therefore, would be a catch, and 
ought not to be allowed. 

Mr, Fn ſaid he did not underſtand the phraſe which the Mr. EA 
honourable Baronet had uſed; that he had no view what- 
ever but fairneſs and ſervice to the trade of his country, in 
giving himſelf any fort of trouble about the bill. The 
honourable gentleman from whom oppoſition to the bill was 
expected, had told him juſt before he left the Houſe, that 
he ſhould not oppoſe it in that ſtage, as he ſhould have an 
equally good opportunity of oppoling its principle, when the 
queſtion came to be put for the Speaker's leaving the chair, 

He added, that in fact nothing would be got by reading it a. 

ſecond time then, but a little time, for if the bill was to be 

thrown out in conſequence of the oppoſition intended, it 

2 as effectually be defeated in either of its ſubſequent 
1 

A he Speaker confirmed Mr. Eden's aſſerton, - declaring The 
that the honourable member had affured him that he Sealer. 
2 not oppoſe it in that ſtage, before he left the 
ouſe. 

A general cry of “put the queſtion,” (put the queſtion” 
prevailing, | 

The Speaker had nearly finiſhed putting it, when 
80182 Colonel 


% 


684 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1780, 


Col. Barrk Colonel Barri roſe and faid, that certainly if there was 


Mr. S. 
Stanbepe. 


Mr. Jamei 


Lutte ell. 


The 
Speaker. 
Lord Beau- 
champ. 


The 
Speakers 


a doubt whether the honourable gentleman meant to op- 
poſe it in that ſtage or not, it would be but fait and decent 
not to proceed upon it till the honourable gentleman was 
preſent to anſwer for himſelf. G $03 ly” 5 
Mr. W. S. Stanhope was of the ſame opinion. c 

Sir James Lowther roſe again, and maintained his for- 
mer argument, declaring that the honourable gentleman in 
queſtion had told him that very night, nearly twenty times 
over, that he ſhould oppoſe it on the ſecond reading, be 
muſt therefore recur to his former expreſſion, and repeat, 
that if it were read a ſecond time, it would be a catch 
and a trick; if the honourable- gentleman had told any 
body that he ſhould not oppoſe it in that ſtage, it mt be 
fince ten o'clock, but he did not believe he had ſaid any ſuch 


thing. | 
The Speaker again ſtood up, and declared that he had told 
him ſo expreſſly. . 

Lord Heauchamp ſaid, that let the preſent difference of 
opinion ariſe from a miſtake either one way or the other, 
the honourable gentleman's objections to it, he underſtood, 
went ſolely to the clauſes which the Lords had introduced 
Into the old bill, and which were copicd into this new one; 
the honourable gentleman therefore would have ample op- 
portunity of ſtating his objections when the bill was in a 
committee; indeed the honourable gentleman had brought 
in the former bill himſelf; it was not very likely there- 
fore, that he ſhould wiſh to oppoſe this upon the ſecond 
reading, 

The Speaker told his Lordſhip he was miſtaken ; that it 
was the principle of the bill which the honourable gentle- 


man meant to object to, and therefore he muſt object to 


Mr. Eden. 


it either on the ſecond reading, or on the motion for his 
leaving the chair. He ſubmitted it, however, to the com- 
mittee, whether it was worth while to loſe ſo much time 
upon the matter? Why not agree to read it a ſecond time 
another day ? 

Ay, ay, ay, being echoed though the Houſe ; 

Mr. Eden roſe again, and begged to ſay a word or two 
before the matter was decided. The bill then the ſubject 


of diſcuſſion, had been brought in by him, merely to relieve 
the trade of this country from the very great difficulties it 


laboured under, and which difficulties became more and 


more ſerious and ſevere, the longer the paſſing of ſome 


ſuch 
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ſuch bill was delayed. He himſelf had no perſonal inteteſt 


in the bill, he begged therefore, to hear no more of catch 
and trick; it was a language he did not underſtand, and a 
language he was not diſpoſed to receive from any. man, 
As far as regarded the bill, he was the ſervant of the Houle; 
he had brought it in, uy cdnſequence of their direction; he 
felt no other ſatis faction in the trouble of taking care of it 
in its Parliamentary progrels, than aroſe from a conſciouſneſs 
of contributing as far as the bill ſhould be ſuffered to go, 
in aſſiſting the diſtreſſed trade of his country. The ho- 
nourable Baronet, being a man of much larger property, 
and ſtanding more diſtinguiſhed than he did, was more con- 
cerned in the fate of the bill than he was; every man of 
property was intereſted in it. The honourable Baronet 
therefore might take it to himſelf, if he pleaſed; he was 
very ready to reſign the care of it. 


Sir James Lowther ſaid, he had nothing to ſay againſt the si v 
bill, nor ſhould he oppoſe the ſecond reading, whenever it Lowrber. 


ſhould be, he only had thought it decent to move it in a ful- 
ler Houſe, and in the preſence of the honourable gentleman, 
who it was expected would oppoſe it. 


Mr. Eden then agreed to move for the ſecond reading Mr, ran. 


of it the firſt buſineſs to day, and if that was acquieſced 
in, ſaid, he would move to have it committed for to- 
morrow. 1. + 
The Houſe roſe at twenty minutes after twelve. 
: May 9. 11 
The Houſe, after diſpatching ſome private buſineſs, went 
into a committee on the bill for permitting, for a limited 
time, the importation of cotton wool for the Levant and 
Mediterranean ſeas, | | 
Counſel were then called to the bar, agd Meſſ. Erſkine 
and Pigot heard againſt the bill. F 
As foon as the counſel withdrew, two witneſſes were 
heard in ſupport of the allegations ſtated in the petitious 
on the table, from the towns of Lancaſter and Liver- 
pool, 0E 
It being at length moved that Mr. Rawlinſon, who de- 
ſeribed himſelf as agent for the petitioners from the town 
of Lancaſter, and whoſe name likewiſe being ſigned to the 
petition, be called to the bar to give evidence touching 
the facts ſtated in the petition, an objection was taken 
his competency, which produced a debate of ſeveral 
Ours, % 5 a 
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Tt wis urged againſt receiving his evidence, that being a pe- 
titioner as well as an agent, he could not be examined to the 
facts ſtared in the petition he had himſelf ſtated and aſſerted, 
as an intereſted perſon, to he true. 

It was contended, that he could be examined to the facts he 
had ſtated as an agent, but not as a petitioner. 

It was aſſerted in reply, that perſons, merchants, &c. had 
been frequently examined, though they were ſuppoſed to have 
an intereſt in the iſſue as merchants, 

A diſtinction was taken between information given at the 
bar to the Houſe, where there was no oppuſition, and the 
evidence of parties entruſted in the caſe of an actual oppoſi- 
tion, which was the caſe in the prefent inſtance. | 

It was ſaid in anfwer, that though the objection taken went 
to the credit of the witneſs, it did nat go to his comnetency, 
Je was at length agreed, rhe current of the committee running 
that way, that Mr. Rawlinſon be heard on the ground of 
competency. The ſpeakers, in this intricate controverſy 
about order, were Lords North, and G. and J. Cavendiſh, 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Bamber Gaſcoigne, Mr, Montague, and Sit 
Grey Cooper, who argued the point of order very ably, vir 
William Meredith, Sir Wiljam Bagot, Sir Adam Ferguſon, 
Sir George Y ong*, Sir Richard Sutton, Mr. Dempſter, Go- 
vernor Pownall, Mr. Eden, Mr. Pultney, Mr. Pennant, and 
three or four others. 4 

Mr. Rawlinſon was then called to the bar, and gave a very 
Jong teſtimony. The principal facts which he ſtated were, 
that the — 4 price of cotton wool was in 1774 about 15. 
gd. per pound; in 1776, and 1777, 1s. Gd. * pound; in 
1778 18. 3d. and in 1779 18. Od. that the tatal quantity im- 
ported, upon an annual average, was about four millions, of 
which two millions, or more than two millions, were import- 
ed into the towns of Liverpool and Lancaſter, aud that he 
did not know how much of the ſame had been imported from 
the Levant and Mediterranean ſeas, but referred the commit« 
tee to the accounts lying on the table for that information. 

May 10. 

Tbe Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee, and 
Mr. Ord having taken his ſeat at the table, the committee 

racceded to fill up the blanks in the clauſes of the malt tax 
of ; the firſt clauſe that came under conſideration was that, 
which enacted that the public brewer, within the bills of mor- 
tality, ſhould be entitled to a drawback, by a ftated allow- 
ance being made him on each barrel of beer. 

Sir Grey Cooper moved, that the blank ſhould be filled up 
with the words one ſhilling and four-pgnce,” Thi 
b | is 


, 
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This gave riſe to a ſhort debate. Lir Grey 
he Mr. Whitbread ſzid, that the London breweF might poſſi- Oer. 
d, bly be able to bear this burthen at preſent, becauſe malt was 
| at a low price, but declared if malt ſhould rife, the London Mr. 77%#- 
he brewer muſt either leave off brewing or be ruined, + He mind- * 
ed the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, that when he firſt open- 
ad ed his iatention of laying an additional tax on malt, he had 
ſlated that he ſhould ſo conduct and frame the bill, that the 
burthen ſhould fall upon the private brewery, and not upon 
be che public brewery, obſerving at the ſame time, that the lat- 
be er already paid conſiderable taxes, not one of which at all 
affected the former, Mr. Whitbread added, that the draw- 
back, if it paſſed at 18. 49. per barrel of beer, was by no means 
nt I equal to the duty that the public brewer would pay on the quan- 
„ J tity of malt uſed in brewing that barrel of beer; he ſtated, in 
proof of this aſſertion, the number of quarters of malt uſed 
of by the London brewers in the courſe of a twelvemonth, and 
rly the exciſe office returns of the number of barrels of heer brew- 
h. ed, whence it plainly appeared, that the drawback was ſome- 
Q-  whatleſs than the duty. 
4 Lord Nerth ſaid, he had a good deal turned in his mind, Lord Nos. 
n. the queſtion whether the allowance was ſufficient to the pub- 
on lic brewers or not, ſince the committee had laſt ſat upon the 
ag Þ bill, and that upon mature conſideration, and a careful re- 
ference to authentic accounts, he was convinced that a draw- 
ery back of one ſhilling and four-pence per barrel, within the 
re, I bills of mortality, was as much as could reaſonably be ex- 
is. pected by the brewer, and as much as the public ought to al- 
in low. The honourable gentleman had argued upon the pre- 
m- ſumed: ground, of his having declared, that the drawback 
of © ſhould be fully equal to the duty. He begged the honour- 
t- able gentleman and the committee to recollect, that he had 
he hid down no ſuch propoſition. The propofition ſtated by 
om bim, when he firſt opened his intention of laying an addition- 
its 1 duty on malt, was, that the private brewery not payin 
any of the late taxes, which affected the public brewery, 
and the cruel exigencies of the times requiring that ſo large a 
and ſum as 300, oool. thould be raiſed on the ſubject, the private 
tee ¶ brewery ſtruck him as a fair object of taxation; but in orden 
tax ¶ to obviate the objection that might ariſe, and indeed to pre- 
lat, vent the uneafineſs and the diſcontents that in all probability 
or- would have ariſen, if the exciſeman had been ſuffered to en- 
. ter the private houſes of individuals, he had been obliged to 
lay the duty in the firſt inſtance; to lay it upon malt, though, 
up un fact, it was a tax upon beer. This he owned was but a 
blundering 
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blundering buſineſs, and à round about way of coming at 
the private brewer, but as long as keeping the exciſeman out 
ot the houſes of individuals was infilted on, there was no 
other way of doing it. When he had originally. explained 
this mode of laying the tax, he had ee ſhould take 
care ſo to lay it, that che Public brewer, ſhould have no war- 
rantable cauſe for raiſing the price of his beer, ſo as to make 
it come dearer to the lip of the conſumer. That had been 
his propoſition. Now in making the drawback, he had care- 
fully looked into the ſtate of the brewery, taking it from the 
year 1760, and examining, in the-courle of the laſt twenty 
2 what had been the burthens laid on it by acts of Par- 

iament, and alſo examining what advantages the brewers 
had derived from the public, in oppoſition to theſe burthens, 
The examination he had made plainly proved, that moſt of 
the late taxes had been ſv many new ſources of profit to the 
brewer, who had ſhifted the burthen from his own . ſhoulders, 
and laid it with ſome addition on the ſhoulders of his cuſto- 
mers, who had likewiſe added ftil} more upon it before the 
canſumer paid for it. Upon an average review of both fides, 


and a candid ſtriking of the balance, it did appear to him, 


that Is, 4d. though perhaps not exactly equal to the new du- 
4y, was ſuch an allowance as was reaſonable and fair, and 
that ſuch an allowance being made, the brewer would not 
be juſtified in railing the price of his beer to the public. 


Bir. t- Mr. F/iilbread role again, and faid, that fo far ſrum taxes 


bread. 


being a benefit to the trade, they were a very grievous bur- 
then on it. That they affected the trade more ways than one. 
That if the drawback went at 1s. 4d. ſome brewers would be 
induced to dra greater lengths from their malt, and to brew 
bad and weaker beer; the conſequence of which would be, if 
porter had not that body and ſtrength Which it ought to have, 
it would no longer be ſalutary and ſerviceable to thoſe who 
drank it, it would be diſliked, and people would either have 


recourſe to ſpirits, or ſtrong liquors would he thrown into the 


beer when they drank it, all of which, he preſumed, were 


matters of great political conſideration, and well worthy the 


attention of Parliament. Beſides, had the noble Lord forgot 
the ſtate the brewery was in four years ago? Had he. forgot 
that the trade was then almoſt ruined ? He thought it his duty 
to endeavour at leaſt to prevent any of theſe conſequences, by 
moving as an amendment to the preſent motion, that the 
allowance to the public brewer ſhould be 13, 6d, inſtead of 
18. 4%» per barrel,” He ſaid, he feared he ſhould not 2 


1 


— 
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at weight enough to carry the amendment, but he would ne- 
ut | vertheleſs try its fate. 
no After ſome more debate, the amendment was put and ne- 
ed gatived; the original motion that 1s. 4d. be the allowance 
be was them put, and carried. | 
ar- The next clauſe was that for making an allowance to the 
ike country brewers. The blank in this clauſe Sir Grey Cooper git Gee 
den propoſed to fill up, with the words one ſhilling and eight Ce-. 
re- nee.“ ü 
the [This ve riſe to another debate. | | 
ty Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, it was always a diſagreeable Lord 7-4 
ar- thing to him to meddle with the taxes, or object to the . 
ers MW ſupply, becauſe though he lamented our preſent difficulties, 
ns. W and thought thoſe who brought them upon us deſerv- 
of W ed the public execration; he could not ſay that the ſupply 
the W muſt not be raiſed, and adequate taxes impoſed on the ſub- 
rs, | ject; he left the propoſing and providing thoſe taxes, however, 
to- W in general to the miniſter, and as long as they were equally 
the W impoſed, and not oppreſſive, he ſhould not object to them; 
es, On the preſent occaſion he had been applied to by letters 
m, from various perſons in different parts of Yorkſhire, point- 
u- ing out to him that the new tax for malt, if impoſed in the 
nd manner in which the noble Lord had publicly declared he 
wt WM ſhould impoſe it, would be a moſt unequal tax, and a tax ex- 

tremely oppreſſive and ſevere upon the poor in that part of 
xes the county, who in general brewed their own beer. "Thoſe 
ir- WU letters, he ſaid, Rated, that the operation and effect of the 
ne. tax would be exceedingly unequal. That the brewer, or 
be WU publican, who lived in a village; where there was no other 
ew BN alchouſe,” would be induced to draw greater lengths from his 
if malt, and his cuſtomers having no other reſort, would be 
ve, I} obliged to drink very bad beer, or go without any; whereas 
ho in towns where there were many publicans who brewed, and 
we WW where there was a competition who ſhould brew the beſt li- 
the W quor, ſome would unavoidably be ruined by it. His Lordſhip 
ere ¶ reprobated the tax as a very unfair one in many reſpects. 
the W + Lord North tepeated his former arguments; that it would Lord Nerths 
20t de impothble to lay any tax that was likely to be productive 
200 WF of: large ſam, without ſome deſcription of perſons or other 
ty deing particularly affected by it. The cyder tax, which be 
by I had always thought a fair tax, and had never conceived 
he WW himfelf” oppreſſed by it, though he had been one of thoſe who 
of i where affected by it, had been, as gentlemen knew, Joudly 
ve eomplained of by one part of the kingdom. A fmall compo- 
zut ſition would, as that tax was laid, have ſaved every private 

Vor, XVII. Tttt family 
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family from what was held out to be a moſt terrible circum- 
ſtance, viz, the being liable to the viſits of an exciſeman. 
He had been obliged to pay that compoſition himſelf, in or- 
der to keep his Houſe free from that officer's entering it; but, 
as he ſaid before, it never ſtruck him as any hardſhip. In the 
preſent caſe, he could not think that the tax would be ſo ſe- 
verely felt in thoſe parts of Yorkſhire, which the noble Lord 
had ſpoken of, becauſe if the poor found it difagreeable to 
pay more for malt than they paid before, they had nothing to 
do, but to leave off brewing, and to take their beer of the 
public brewer. Indeed this was one of the points in which 
the public brewer would be benefited both in town and coun- 
try, becauſe as the private brewery might, and probably 
would, in conſequence of the operation of this bil], decreaſe, 
the public brewery would naturally increafe, He was aware 
that this effect would not be ſo much produced in the metro- 
polis as in the country, becauſe in the city he believed very 
few perſons brewed their own ſmall beer. In the environs, 
however, ſeveral, and in the country great numbers did, If 
any of the latter diſliked the tax, it was an eaſy matter for 
them to reſort to the public brewer. His Lordſhip again 
ſaid, that it was neceſſary to-raiſe the 300, oool. wanted by a 
productive tax; the preſent ſeemed to him to be a fair one, 
and though it was impoſſible for him to anſwer for it, yet he 
had every reaſon in the world to believe it would turn out to 
the full as productive as was expected. 

Lord John Cavendiſb roſe again, and ſaid, what the noble 
Lord had ſuggeſted, relative to the opportunity which indi- 
viduals would have, of reſorting to the public brewer, might 
be a very good argument, when applied to London, but that 
it would not hold a moment, when applied to the country in 
general, and for this ſtrong reaſon; excepting in capital 
towns, there was no ſuch thing as a public brewer an hund- 
red miles from the metropolis. In Yorkſhire, and thoſe parts 
of it, of which he had before ſpoken, there was no public 
brewer for five and twenty or thirty miles together, The 
poor families never dreamt nor heard of a public brewer, and 
if they had a deſire to have their beer of a public brewer, it 
was impoſſible for them to have it ſo in that part of the coun- 
try. His Lordſhip went into a general r g of the 
taxes impoſed for ſome years paſt, and reprobated them as 
partial and impolitick, One year the Weſt Indies were to be 
taxed, and our revenue was to come from thence! Another 
year the Eaſt Indies ! Another year America ! Another year 
part of England, and ſo on. All theſe ideas of taxation wer. 
. 8 piti 
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m- pitiful, ridiculous and contrary to every rule of ſound policy 

an, and good government. Taxes, his Lordſhip contended, 

or- ſhould be fa laid as to bear equally upon all ranks of ſubjects, 

ut, and when fo laid, Jet the amount of the money they were in- 

the I tended to raiſe be ever ſo great, the burthen would be a light 

ſe. one, and no deſcription af men would complain of it, 

ord Lord North replied, and juſtified the preſent tax from the Lord Neth, 
to accuſations brought againſt it by the noble Lord, | 

to Sir George Saule ſtood up in behalf of the poor in York- Sir George 

the ſbire, and repeated that information to the committee, which Sevile. 

ich be had given them laſt week, relative to the pottage made 

'n- from ſmall beer and oatmeal, on which the poor near Halifax 

bly I chiefly ſubſiſted their children, | 


le, Sir Edward Aſllcy alſo roſe an advocate for the poor [in Sir Edward 
are Norfolk] and reprehended the tax on general grounds, Aſtley. 
o- The queſtion was at length put, and the motion was car- 


; ried, 
Fe The next clauſe debated was, that which ordained what the 
I allowance ſhould be to the public brewery in Scotland, on 


for ſtrong beer. 


ain Sir Grey Cooper moved to fill up the blank with the words Sir G- 
„a © ten-pence.” Cooper. | 
ne, Mr, Dempſter roſe, and contended, that if the blank was Mr. Denp- 


he ſo filled up, it would be a groſs injuſtice to Scotland. He ſaid er. 
to he was aware of the prejudices always entertained azainſt lo- 

cal objections; but he hoped, if the committee would have 
ble the goodneſs to lend him their attention, to be able to con- 
4i. vince them, either that the noble Lord in the blue ribbon had 


tal inferior to that of 1 the committee had agrery to a- 
id. dopt the rule wiſcly laid down 55 years ago, an 


I, for- 
Au red 
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barrel of beer brewed in England, twice as much malt was 
brewed in it, and conſequently that the barrel of, beer bad 
id as much malt duty as in England, and therefore that 
it was entitled to the ſame allowance. After arguing this 
for ſometime, Mr. Dempſter ſaid, that fo far from S-otland's 
requeſting any thing unreaſonable, though the public brewer 
was as fu f to an allowance of 1s. 8d. per barrel as 
the public brewer in England, that the country would be con- 
tented with an allowance of 1s. 4d. per barrel. He therefore 
moved, as an amendment to the motion, that the words = ten 
pence” be omitted, and the words one ſhilling and fours 
pence,” be inſerted, „ 
This amendment gave riſe to a long debate, in which Lord 
North, Sir Richard Sutton, Mr. Dempſter, Sir Adam Fer- 
guſſon, Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, the Lord Advocate, Sir 
Laurence' Dundas, Sir William Cunnynghame, Sir George 
Savile, Mr, Whitbread, Mr, Cater, and Mr. J. Johnſtone, 
took part. 
All the old ground of the poverty of the barley of Scotland 
| in conſequence of the climate, was touched upon. 
Lord Nerth. Lord North maintained the original motion, and went into 
= a detail of the expences of brewing a barrel of beer in Scot- 
land, with the addition of the taxes, He took the barley 
at four buſhels, and ſtated the coſt at 6s. gd. excluſive of the 
axes, which he rated at 4s. 5d. making the whole coſt of a 
arrel come to 13s. 11d. whereas it was ſaid to be ſold for 
14. 4d. Having ſtated theſe particulars, he ſaid it was im- 
poſſible that the aſſertion could be juſt, that the beer ſold for 
no more than 145. 4d, if four buſhels of barley were allowed 
for each barrel. | | 
Sir Philip Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, who had but juſt come into the 
J-nnings Honſe, roſe, and ſaid, he was for an equality, and if Scot- 
Curie. land was paid à drawback of 1s. 8d. he ſhould move that Eng- 
land be allowed the ſame. | 
He was told by the whole committee that the clauſe re- 
ſpecting England had paſſed the committee, and that the al- 
lowance was 1s. 8d, exactly as he had declared it ought to be, 
The Ls! The Lord Advocate ironically complimented the honourable 
Aadyccare. Baronet on coinciding in opinion for once with the noble 
L“ ond in the blue ribbon. He then himſelf oppoſed the png 
nal motion, and argued in ſupport of the amendment, He 
declared, among other matters, that as the two-penny, as it 
was called in Scotland, was now brewed, it was ſuch poor, 
miſerable, nauſeous ſtuff, that the old folks who were yet 
iying, and remembered what the Scotch two- penny wo in 
Po PIER tter 
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better times, could not drink it, but ſickened at the ſight of 

it. He enforced Mr. Dempſter's argument, and declared he 
ſhould vote againſt the tax, unleſs Scotland was fairly dealt 
i Philip Jennings Clerke rofe to retort upon the Lord Ad- & Phils 
vocate, and faid it was the fitſt time he had ſeen him ſpeaking i. 
in oppoſition to the noble Lord, and he muſt ſay, he did not 

look very well in his new fituation. | | 

Mr. 7. Fohnftone faid, Scotland ought to be dealt with Mr. J. 
equally with England, if the original motion was carried, 7 ee. 
the allowance would be both unequal and unjuſt. 

Sir Adam Fer:ufſin very ably argued in ſupport of the Sir Alam 

amendment, and fhewed, that it ought to be agreed to, Fog. 
grounding what he ſaid on the facts relative to the brewery in 
Scotland, ſtated in an affidavit made by a public brewer. 
Sir Adam contended, that in Scotland the tax would operate 
exactly differently from its operation in England, for that 
there ſcarcely was any ſuch thing as a private brewer in Scot- 
land, every perſon taking their beer from the public brewer; 
the rax, therefore, if a proper drawback was not allowed the 
public brewer, would be a very heavy burthen upon the pub- 
tc brewery, directly contrary to the profeſſed intentions of 
the noble, Lord in the blue ribbon, when he firſt propoſed the 
tax to the committee. : 

Lord Nerth replicd, and gave an account of the prices of Lord Nertb. 
barley from a public regiſter of the prices of corn in Scot- 
land. His Lordſhip ſaid, if the two-penny of Scotland, 
which he preſumed took its name from the Scotch pint, and 
was ſold at a penny a bottle retail, was ſuch wretched nauſe- 
ous ſtuff as the learned Lord had deicribed it to be, it could 
have no malt in it, and might as well be brewed from ſhav+ 
ings. His Lordſhip recapitulated his detail of the expences 
of brewing a barrel of beer. 

Sir Laurence Dundas role to ſay, that though the word Bar- Si, Toure 
Y might ſtand in the regiſter of corn in Scotland, which Dundas. 
the noble Lord had ſeen, that in fact very little grew in that 
country, and none in many parts of it. He particularly 
deſcribed the grain which grew on his own eſtates in Scots: 
land, | 

Lord North ſaid, the regiſter he had looked to, if he re- Lord North. 
membered right, mentioned Argyle and Bute, which he pre- 
ſumed were not the moſt fertile parts of Scotland. 

Sir Laurence Dundas explained this by ſhewing, that barley $;r Laurence 
was mentioned if a ſingle boll was fold, but that by no 9 — Dundas. 

prove 
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proved that enough was produced to make it an object of 
taxation, | : 

Sir Milliam Cunnynghame mentioned the difference of grain 
in different parts of Scotland, and particularly the difference 
between the grain of Eaſt and Weſt Lothian, 

Mr. Dempſter ſaid, the noble Lord's error in ſtating tlie 
coſt of brewing a barrel of beer 1n Scotlaad, aroſe entirely 
from his allotting four buſhels of barley, inſtead of four 
buſhels of malt to each barrel. That every perſon knew 
four buſhels of barley would yield more than four buſhels of 
malt, and on that alone reſted the whole profit of the brew- 
ery. With regard to the difference between the Scotch two- 
penny and Engliſh ſmall- beer, he ſaid itw as about the ſame as 
the difference between the wine of the northern, and the wine 
of the ſouthera provinces of France; the wine of Langue- 
dock, and the petit vin of the Ifle of France, He called 
upon the noble Lord to know if he had his information rela- 
tive to the Scotch beer from the commiſſioners of exciſe in 
Scotland. If the noble Lord would declare he had, he ſaid, 
he would give up the point, but if he had not, he begged the 
noble Lord to ſuſpend the matter for eight and forty hours, 
only that he might inform hithſelf better on the ſubiedt, and 
advited the noble Lord to agree to a motion for the chair- 
man's leaving the chair, reporting a progreſs, and atking 
leave to fit again. 

Lord North in reply, went over the whole ſubject again, 
and faid, if the preſent propoſition for ten-pence ſhould be 
agreed to, and it ſhould afterwards appear that it was too 
little, it might be encreaſed by an amendment moved on the 
report; but if it ſhould now be encreaſed, and ſhould here- 
after appear to be too much, it could not be diminiſhed 
on the report, becauſe the forms of the Houſc would not 
allow that. As to the ſuſpenſion recommended by the hon- 
ourable gentleman, it would be full that length of time be- 
fore the report could be made. 


Mr. Demp- Mr. Demp/icr ſaid, he now ſaw clearly that the noble Lord 


had not informed himſelf properly on the ſubject, and indeed 
he had ſuſpected as much all along, becauſe the noble Lord 
had given the amount of the duty in Scotland for nothing, 
but had taken the whole 300,000]. upon the Englith duty. 
Mr. Dempſter then went into a full detail of the ſtate of 
the brewery in Scotland, and after a good deal more de- 
bate, the-queſtion was put, and the committee divided on the 
amendment, Aves 35. Noes 113. 


The 


A. 1780. ee 


The original motion was then put and carried. 

They next proceeded to fill up the other clauſes, and at 
length divided on the queſtion, whether 6d. or 8d. ſhould be 
allowed on the barrel of two-penny (for though the commit- 
tee had made the allowance on two-penny, the mean ſubject 
of their preceding debate, the clauſe really before them was 
that of the ſtrong beer.) On the diviſion, the numbers were, 

Ayes (for the 8d.) 17. Noes 116. 

Mr. Clayton, while the ſtrangers were out on this diviſion, Mr. Caran. 
moved that they ſhould not be admitted again. 

| May 11. 

Mr. Clayton having laſt night given notice that he ſhould Mr. Claytess 
move for the ſtrangers to withdraw, as ſoon as he could come 
down the next day, no ſtrangers were this day admitted. 
The plea on which this new and ſingular objection, (for new 
and ſingular it is, conſidering the cuſtom of late years,) is 
grounded, is an opinion, that ſtrangers contribute to heat the 
Houſe, to the inconvenience of the members. It is a little 
extraordinary, that this objection ſhould be juſt now taken, 
when there are rarely ſo many as two hundred members pre- 
ſent at a time, and remarkable thin galleries. There were 
not thirty ſtrangers in the gallery, when they were excluded, 
and not one hundred and fifty members below ſtairs. 

The order of the day was read for the ſecond reading of 
the election qualification bill; the ſame was accordingly 
read; and committed for Tueſday the 23d of May inſtant. 

A motion was made, that the act of the 8th of George II. 
cap. 30. intitled “ An act for regulating the quartering of 
foldiers, during the time of the election of members to ſerve 
in Parliament,” and the ſame having been read by the clerk, 

lt was moved, „that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
exempt the city of Wincheſter, out of the ſaid act, fo far as 
relates to removing the troops during an election.“ After a 
ſhort converſation, the Houſe divided, Ayes 39. Noes 21. 

The order of the day was read for the Houte to be put into 
a committee on the ſtate of the war. The Speaker then left 
the chair, and 

Mr. D. Hartley roſe, and informed the Houſe, that Sir Mr. P. 
Henry Clinton had written home for an additional number of g. 
troops ; but that owing to their not being ſent him till the 
month of March, when it was too late to render him the uſe 
he intended them for, he had been diſappointed of an im- 
portant expedition. The honourable gentleman wiſhed to 


know why the troops had not been ſent in time, and moved, 


I | Iſt, 
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Tit, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the pro- 
ſecution of an offenſive war in America is moſt evidently a 


* meaſure, which, by employing our great and enormoufl ex 


kingdom are in ſuch a 


penſive military operations againſt the inhabitants of that 


country, prevents this country from exerting its united, vi- 
gorous, and firm efforts againſt the power of France and Spain, 
and has no other effect upon America than to continue and 
thereby to increaſe the enmity which has ſo long arid fo fatally 


ſubſiſted between the arms of both; can be produ@tive of no 


good whatever, but, by preventing conciliation, threatens the 
accompliſhment of the ruin of the Britiſh empire. 
2d, That an humble addreſs be prefented to his Majefty, 


bg the matter of the foregoing” reſolution, 'and moſt 
__ eame 


ly entreating his Majeſty to give his moſt gracious 
concurrence therewith; to exprefs, at the fame time, that 
his moſt faithful Commons think it their indiſpenſible duty to 
lay theſe their thoughts before him, as conceiying that they 
ſhould betray his Kiajſty, and thoſe whom they repreſent, 
if they did not oy ate, that the public afbiirs of this 
ituation, that every poſſible exertion 
of prudence and vigour in the public councils muſt now of ne- 
ceffity be called forth in the public cauſe; to repreſent to his 
Majefty that the two points of reftoring peace to America, 
and of maintaining the honour of the crown of Great Britain 
m the ſight of all foreign powers upon thoſe ſtrict principles 
of ſincerity and public faith, by which alone nations can be 
holden together, 'are. the neareſt to the hearts of his moſt 
faithful Commons, who have the fulleſt confidence, that, 
aſſiſted by his Majefty's authority in the proſecution of pru- 
dent and vigorous councils, they ſhall be enabled to maintain 
the honour and reputation of this country againſt any confe- 
deracy whatſoever, and that a reconciliation with America 


ma be effected upon beneficial, juſt, and honourable terms. 


34, That leave be given to bring in a bill to inveſt the 


cron with Tafficient powers to treat, conſult, and finally to 
agree upon the means of reſtoring peace with the provinces 


in North America. 


Lord Cent Lord George Germaine ſaid, that no requiſition for troops 
Ce maine. had been received from Sir Henry Clinton, and that thoſe 


d 


ſent, had been ordered for America, merely becauſe it had 


been thought an adviſeable meaſure at home. 


Lord le- Lord Irtham obſerved, that the Houſe was very thin, and 


bam. 


thar the matter had; therefore, better be poſtponed.  _ 
After ſome further converſation, in the courſe of which 


Mr. Townſhend complained much of the bad attendance — 


A. 1780. D E B AT E s. 697 


the members; it was reſolved, that the committee ſhould re- 
port a, progreſs, and fit again on the 25th inſtant. 

Sit, Grey, Cooper then. moved, That the report from the Sir Grey 
committee, on the malt bill, be now brought up.” After a er. 
little tonverſation, the Houſe divided, Noes 22; Ayes 69. 

A clauſe was next propoſed on which a ſhort debate aroſe ; 
and, upon a diviſion, there appeared for it, Ayes 7; Noes 95. 

A motion was next made, that this bill with the - 
ments be ingroſſed, Ayes 86; Noes 13. | * 

On bringing up the above report, Mr. J. Jobn/lone made Mr 7. 
one more etfort in favour of Scotland, relative to the draw- Jobrſtene. 
back, but it was fruitleſs. 

Sir James Lowther alſo divided the Houſe on a motion to Sir James 
inſert a clauſe, enafting that the counties of Weſtmoreland Leber. 
and Cumberland growing big and bear, ſhould be put on the 

ir 


ſame, footing as Scotland. James loſt it by a conſiderable 
us 7" p | 
bir illiam Bag't then endeavoured to obtain an exemption Sir 7e 


in favour of Burton-upon-Trent, declaring that Burton ale B=. 
was brewed more for exportation than home conſumption. 
Mr. Sawbridge ſpoke againſt this, and ſaid, as Sir William Mr. Sony. 
was a firm friend of the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, and 
had uniformly ſupported him in all thoſe meaſures which had 
brought. ruin upon the empire, he did not ſee why Burton 
ſhould not ſhare in the public misfortunes, and pay its quota 
of the public burthens. 
Sir William Bagot's propoſition was negatived. L 
The order of the day was next read for the Houſe to be 
ut into a committee on the militia bill; the Speaker then 
t the chair, and the committee having made ſeveral amend- 
ments to the ſanie, ordered the report to be received on that 


day fortnight. | 
— May 12. 


As ſoon as the. miſcellaneous buſineſs was over, Sir Grey Sir Grey 
moved the bone Jace bill—inſtead of four per cent on Ce. 

foreign lace, ten per cent was moved. Gam 

New malt-tax bill engroſſed. Sir Grey Cooper moved Sir cr 
mird reading. Mr. Powys odjected to it, as a motion by Ag 
ſurpriſe, for Which the Houſe was not prepared. Mr. Burke, * 
Mr. Powys, and three or four others, ſpoke in the debate, 

Lord Nerth diſapproved of paſting the bill in the ſtate of Lord N 
r the Houſe was in; and it was agreed upon by 

th ſides of the Houſe, to put off the third reading till 
Monday the 224 inftant, 80 bt 751 
Vox. XVII. Uuuy .-. Lcd 
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. _— * now gave notice of the army extras and Eaſt- 
ndia bill. . 
Mr. Haſcy. Mr. Huſſey moved to adjourn the Houſe till Monday the 
22d inſtant, After ſome debate reſolved in the negative, 
for Monday 22, againſt 31. | ' 
Lord Bean- Lord Beauchamp moved the tobacco bill; after a ſhort de- 
chan? bate, bill ordered in. | 
Mr.Derker. r. Darker moved the ſecond reading of the bribery 
election bill; on the queſtion put, Ayes, 21 ; Noes 36. 
The Houſe went into a committee of ſupply, voted a 
million and an half to pay off the navy debt; after a ſhort 
debate it was reſolved in the affirmative. | 
The Houſe went into a committee upon the Levant trad: 
bill. Much converſation at the bar to very little pur- 
ſe. The witneſſes were deſired to withdraw about nine. 
he debate continued till twelve, when the queſtion was 
put, that the word cotton be omitted, which was agreed to 
without a diviſion. q 
A few minutes after twelye the Houſe roſe, and adjourned 
to the 18th. | | 
f May 18. N 
reed to the report of the reſolutions of Friday laſt on 
the ſupply: That 1, 500, oool. be granted towards paying 
off the debt of the navy. 15,700l. to make good the like 
ſum iſſued in purſuance of addreſſes of this Hotiſe.— 14, 3481. 
for defraying the charge of the convicts on the Thames— 
31,7121. for defraying the charge of additional companies to 
the militia for 1786, including cloathing,—q680l. to make 
good the deficiency on the pay of additional companies of 
militia not provided for in 1779.—30,2961. for defraying the 
Charge of new-raiſed levies for 1780. | 
Came to a reſolution on lace, viz. that the duties payable 
on the importation of foreign thread lace at the rate 294 per 
dozen yards do ceaſe; — that in lieu a duty of 10l. per cent ad 
valuem be laid on the importation thereof; to be reported 
on Tueſday. 
Ihe bill for better ſecuring the docks and ſtores at Ply+ 
mouth, was read a third time, and paſſed, * 717 
The third reading of the malt bill was, upon motion, put 
. off till next day. 7. 
22 Sir Grey Cooper preſented a bill relative to the Iſle of Man, 
— and for regulating the trade thereof. 
The Somerſet-houſe bill was read a ſecond time, and com- 
mitted for Wedneſday next. 8 1 
Mr, 


3 
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Mr. Penton moved the order of the day for the ſecond Mr. Penton. 
reading of the bill for permitting the troops quartered at pre- 
ſent at Wincheſter, to remain there during the next general 
election for the county of Southampton. 

Colonel Barre objected to it, becauſe other expedients Col. Barre, 
might be found, ſuch as removing the election, as had been 
done upon a former occaſion to another place, or putting the 
regular forces, during the time of election, under the com- 
mand of the civil power of the magiſtracy of Wincheſter. 

Sir George Yonge and Mr, Temple Luttrell ſpoke warmly Sir Geerge 
againft the bill, as a manifeſt innovation, which would open Nr. Lu- 
the door to others of the ſame nature, and defeat the purpoſes ul. 
of the ſtatute, which was made to ſecure the freedom of 
elections. | 

Mr. Stanhope pleaded for the neceſſity of the meaſure in Mr. Stan- 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, Wincheſter being ſo full of e. 
French and Spaniſh priſoners ; and he ſtated ſeveral incon- 
veniencics in removing the election to another place, parti- 
cularly the expence to the voters. 

Mr. Penton informed the Houſe, that if the elections Mr. Pesten- 


continued to be made at Wincheſter, the troops could not 


be removed on account of the ſafety of the inhabitants, as 
there 18 a diſtemper broke out amongſt the priſoners in the 
jail, which the phyſicians ſay, is of the ſame nature with 
that which lately raged at Gibraltar, and is epidemical, 
The infection aroſe from ſome diſtempered Spaniſh priſoners, 
and the vigilance of the troops would be requiſite to prevent 
a communication with the town. | 
Mr. Dempſter ſpoke againſt the bill, and then took notice Mr, Demps 
of the humanity of the French to our priſoners on a late oc- Aer. 
cation of ſickneſs amongſt them; they ſent four phyſicians 
to inſpe& into the nature of their diſorder, and to afford 
them all poſſible relief, though the diſtemper was fo violent 
that three of the phyſicians fell a ſacrifice to their humanity. 
He therefore ſaid, he ſhould move the Houſe at a proper op- 
portunity, that able phyſicians ſhould be ſent to Wincheſter 
to examine into the ſtate of the priſoners, and to give them 
all poſſible aſſiſtance, 3 f 
Mr. Penton aſſured the Houſe, that proper perſons of the Mr. Penton, 
faculty had been ſent to take care of the ſick priſoners z with 
which Mr. Dempſter ſeemed ſatisfied. | 
The bill was then read a ſecond time, and committed. 
Colonel Barr# moved, that it be an inſtruction to the Col. Barre, 
committee to receive a clauſe for removing the election from 
Uuuusz Wincheſter 
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Wiocheſter to ſome convenient place near it, Which was 
agreed 6. | en dt hy 


Mr. Penh. "Mr. Pulinq next moved for leave to bring in à bill to 


* 


% _ exempt the city of Shrewſbury in the faine manner from the 


TY tatute. This was warmly oppoſed by Colonel Barre and 
the other gentlemen who were againſt tlie other bill, and they 
now declared they would vote againſt both, fince the conſe- 
quence they had foreſeen was now demonfirated, and if they 
1uffered one innovation on the act of George II. motion 

VvVould ſucceed motion for bills of exception, till the whole 

OE force of the ſtatute was taken away. The Houſe divided 

upon the motion, when there were 58 votes for it, to 24 
ü Wit! and leave was accordingly given to bring in the 
N J 2. 7 . ” x ” g P p : 

The Houſe in a committee next proceeded to conſider 

of lying certain duties on tobacco, coming in Dutch bot- 

toms from St, Euſtatia and the Weſt-Inda iſlands, and of 

Icgalizing the importation. After ſome debate the committee 

"came to ſeveral refolutions, which were ordered to be reported 


* this day. 


Mr. D. Mr. D. Hartley complained of the gallery being ſhut againſt 
Hartley. * Arangers, and ſaid, the people of England were at this time 


| pecu larly intereſted in the conduct of their repreſentatives, 
and that it was neither fair, nor decent, to ſhut them out, 
and prevent ihem from hearing the reafons given both for 
and againſt the meaſures propoſed] by gentlemen of either 
ſide of the Houſe. Mr, Hartley argued this point in a very 
_ handſome way on the part of the people, and put the im- 
preſon, which ſhutting the doors made upon the minds of 
. their coaſtituents, in various points of view, each tending 
to ſhew, that the meaſure was lively to produce a bad cf. 
SE. without doors, without anſwering one good pur poſe 
within. a N 


Sir Rickars Sir Richard Sisttiau de ended tlie Speaker by declaring, that 
Se. there was a ſtanding order of the Houie againſt the admil- 


Mr. Ha 
47 


ſion of ſtrangers, and that any member had a right 'to move 


do have it enforced. _ That a member had lately moved to 
_, Have it read, and that being the caſe, ſtrangers were necel- 


ſarily excluded. 
1 M. 


r. Hartley roſe again, and ſaid, he was not at all obliged 
to the honourable Baronet for his information, becauſe he 
Tias as wile before as he was then. He was perſeckly aware 
of the ſtanding order, but as that had been made long fince, 

And was as potent all the ſeſſion as juſt at preſent, he wiſhed 
10 


- 
mw a a a 1 1 


. 
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to know why ſtrangers were now excluded, and he had hop- 
ed the Speaker would have been ſo kind as to have informed 


him, as it was from his authority only that he wiſhed to 


learn any thing reſpectiog the orders of that Houſe, 
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The Speaker (aid, there was a ſtanding order of the Houſe The Speak- 


againſt the admiſſion. of any ſtrangers, that an honourable . 


member had lately moyed to have that order read, and that 
being the caſe, however much inclined he might himſelf be 
to the contrary, he was reduced to the neceſſity of ordering 
the gallery door to be ſhut. | | 


r. Te. Lutrell ” ſtrenuouſly maintained the cauſe of r. Zar- 


the ſtrangers, and fai 
ſuch an excuſe as the ſtanding order, nor admit that as a rea- 
ſon, becauſe as the order was not enforced before, they 
would not be inclined to think there could be any greater rea- 
ſon for its being enforced now, and would rather think the 
true cauſe for thus taking it up, was a conſciouſneſs that the 
bufineſs in which the Hook then were, and were likely to 


be employed, was of too dark, too unjuſt, and too unwar- 


rantable a kind, to bear the light, or meet the eye of day. 
He ſhewed the bad conſequences likely to attend the ſhutting 


out of ſtrangers, if the meaſure was perſiſted in, obſerving 


that their tranſactions would be miſrepreſented, and the peo- 

le; groſsly miſled. He pledged himſelf, however, in cafe 

he order was perſiſted in, to take care that the public ſhould 
know, what was done within thoſe walls, and faid, that if 
one order of the Houſe was enforced, to the prejudice of 
their conſtituents, he would move for the enforceing of ano- 
ther, by which means the Speaker would be obliged to come 
down to the Houle at ten in the morning, and the bufineſs 
be infinitely longer in its progreſs than it was at preſent. 


He concluded with. aſking the Speaker why ſtrangers had 


been let in all the former part of the ſeſſion? If it was con- 


trary to order now, it had beep equally contrary to order all 


The Speaker roſe a ſecond time, and ſaid, the reaſon wh 


cauſe he had conceived it to be the ſenſe of the Houſe that 


they ſhould- be admitted; that it was his duty to attend to 


the ſenſe of the Houle ;; that they were maſtery of their own 


orders, but while they remained upon the bock, he was 
bound to enforce them whenever he was called upon ſo 


| Mr, 


- 


the world would not be ſatisfied with ell. 


he had not ordered ſtrangers to be excluded W Ow uk? : 
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Mr. T. Lt.. Mr. T. Luttrell aſked from whence. the Speaker derived 
* his opinion, that the ſenſe of the Houſe was more for 
rn the order now, than it had been for ſome time 
A - 
The Recer- : The Recorder of London put an end to the converſation, b 
air e Landen. giving notice that he would next day move either to ſuſ- 
pend or reſcind the order, 
Lord Nerth, Lord North agreed that it ſhould be the firk matter diſ- 
cuticd next day, | | 
The Houle reſolved itſelf into a committee on Mr. Burke's 
bill. | 
Refumed the committee, and proceeded to- debate the 
clauſe tor aboliſhing the ſeveral offices of maſter of the buck 
hounds, fox hounds, and harriers. After ſome converſation 
divided, Ayes 49, Noes 75. | "Ip 
Agreed to the clauſe enacting, that the places of lieutenant 
and enſign, and all other inferior offices belonging to the 
body of the ycomen of the guards, after the determination of 
the offices reſpectively in the preſent poſſeſſors; and alſo, that 
all commiſſion and other offices belonging to the band of 
gentlemen penſioners, ſhall not be fold, but filled by officers 
of the army and navy on half pay, of fifteen years ſervice, 
Divided on the clauſe, for aboliſhing the office of pay- 
maſter of the penſions, &c. Ayes 64, Noes 79. 
Divided on the clauſe, againſt the private payment of the 
penſions paid during pleaſure. Ayes 79, Noes 115. 

Moved to fill up the clauſe for limiting the ſecret ſervice 
money, with the words “ three thouſand: pounds,” The 
clauſe afterwards rejected without a diviſion, 

Divided on the clauſe for regulating the order in which 
the commiſſioners of the treaſury are to direct the payments, 
for which warrants are to be ſent by them to the exchequer, 
viz. the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, and Judges to be paid firſt; the Fo- 
reign Miniſters ſecond, &c. &c. Ayes 58, Noes 110. 

Divided on the clauſe for iſſuing a commiſſion, authoriz- 
ing the lords of the urg; chief baron of the exchequer, 
&c. to have power to call the ſeveral accountants before 
them, &c. in a ſummary way, and to examine and audit, 
&c. Aves 31, Noes 68. 

Proceeded to the clauſe relative to limiting the auditor of 
the exchequer's ſalary, and limiting the ſalaries of the two 
auditors of the impreſt, the chamberlain, clerk of the pells 
clerk of the pipe, and tellers of the exchequer. But a mo- 
tion being made at half paſt eleven o'clock, that the chair 

man, 
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man quit the chair, report a progreſs and aſk leave to ſit 
again, the motion was put and carried, 


In the converſation on the clauſe for aboliſhing the Mr. Alder- 
man Saws 


place of paymaſter of the penſions, Mr, Alderman Sau- 
bridge obſerved, that fince the vote of the 6th of Ap- 
ril, the influence of their own had been in a progteſ- 
five ſtate of increaſe, On that memorable night, a majo- 
rity of 233 gentlemen had voted, © that the influence of the 
crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be diminiſh- 
ed.“ Great numbers who compoſed that majority, had 
proved the ſecond part of the propoſition, in their own per- 
ſons, in the cleareſt and moſt unqueſtionable manner, They 
bad felt its influence in its fulleſt extent, but they diſapprov- 
ed of the concluſion, ** that it ought to be diminiſhed ;” fo 
far from it, in almoſt every ſubſequent vote they gave, they 
declared, that it ought not to be diminiſhed, and they very 
conſiſtently refuſed to diminiſh it, which was ſuch a pheno- 
menon in politics as required ſome explanation, and he would, 
as far as he was able, endeavour to account for it, | 

Some meaſures were propoſed in the courſe of the enſuing 
week, and a few country gentlemen, or county members, 
from what motives he would not pretend to ſay, ſeemed, or af- 
feed to be ſtaggered ; they divided from their friends, or 
abſented themſelves. But this was only the fore-runner of 
the ſudden alteration which was about to take place, 
The ſpeaker's illneſs cauſed a receſs of a few days, and what 
was then before in embryo, in the interim grew intofull maturi- 
ty. The miniſter brought over perſons of a doubtful deſerip- 
tion ſo ſucceſsfully, that by the time the Houſe met again, 
ſo many new converts were made, as to enſure the noble 
Lord a decided majority; ſo that, in the ſpace of a few days, 
influence had ſuddenly increaſed, more than it had at any for- 
mer period, in the courſe of as many months; and what the 
friends of their country ha4 been toiling and labouring to ef- 
fect, during the preceding part of the ſeſſion, was at once de- 
moliſhed by the magic touch of the miniſter, with great eaſe 
to himſelf, and, he preſumed, with infinite ſatis faction to the 
perſons thus miraculouſly converted. The moment was cri- 
tical ; the accurſed ſyſtem which directed the affairs of this 
country to the very brink of ruin, was on the very point of 
"diſſolution, when by the art and management of the noble 
Lord, it was eſtabliſhed upon a firmer and more permanent 
baſis than ever, | | 


Lord North roſe with great warmth, and called Mr. Saw- Lord North, 


bridge to order; ſaid-he had moſt unjuſtly and falſely accuſed 
him; that he might aſſert what he pleaſed, but he would 
treat 


— — _ * 
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t his aſſertions with the diſregard they merited. He de- 
im to prove, that he had employed the influence of the 


fied 
erolon in an improper maririer, or had endeavoured to influ- 
cnee or cor upt à ſingle individual, ſince his entrance into of- 


fie. After betraying ſome ſymptoms of being much hurt 


at the charge, ketfeated the affair in his uſual ſtrain of plea- 
ſantry. I be hon. gentleman ſaid, he was at a loſs tosdcount 
for the conduct of c veral of the gentlemen who voted in the 
hc” are ve the 6rtiof April. He would help him to a full 
ahfwer; without TSforting to the cauſes which the hon. gen- 
neman had ſo unjoſtiy afigned. Ig believed, as much as the 
Non. gentleman, chat thoſe who compoſed the majority of the 
6th of April, vored agreeably to their conſcienoes, and upon 
#full eonvictiomot the truth of the propoſition that night re- 
ſolved to be true; but ſome, upon more mature deliberations 
and others from ſee ing the improper lengths it was meant to 
extend the effects and conſequences of thoſe reſolutions, de · 
elined to proceed any further; the former had - returned to 
their wonted good ſenſe and confidence in government; the 
latter refuſed do proceed further, without knowing whither 
ir partizans intended to lead them. Without, therefore, 
ſerking the cauſe of their ſubſequent conduct, in nes ſourees 
ot influence, or as operated upon by corruption, he begged 
the hon. to conſider, that it was much more likely 
that men did not think themſelves bound to act wrong in 
every inſtance, becauſe they had done ſo in one inſtance, and 
that others, who.f1]] approved of the vote of the 6th of April, 
did hot perhaps think-it neceſſary to introduce a greater evil; 
in order to get tid of one which did not ſeem to them ſo dan- 
gerdus to the ſtate in its conſequences. e 
Mc. e Me. G. Raus, aſtet meeting ſeueral of the noble Lord's ar- 
Rus, gumente, in a very able and ipitited manner, obſeryed, that 
the noble Lord, i his uſual dexterity and addreſs; had evi- 
- Gently evaded the implied charge made againſt him by the 
Hon. member, the worthy alderman, under the gallery. It 
es, however, of a very ſerious nature, and required another 
ind of anſwer than that which had been given by the noble 
Lord. Bluſtering, and flat contradictions, and yotiferous 
eule to order | might an{wer purpoſes upon ſome occaſions ; 
dae Rad often known the noble Lord to tri by thoſe 
means, but not quite ſo often as when the noble had re- 
eourſe to his ferti in the ſcience of parliamentary debate, that 
ef turning into ridicule, and treating in a light and ludicrous 


_ - manners the moſt grave, important, and intereſting ſubjects. 
Tue burning of a town, the loſs of a province or army, did 


r r ² òͥ Cr oe er ee ¾ AA 
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not, in the common and vulgar. appreheaſione of mankind, 


furtiiſh- a proper ſubject for a witty, ſpeech, , The blood. of 
thouſands, and the waſte of millions, did not, in his opinion, 


furniſh a very apt theſis. far humour or epigtammatic points, 
much leſs the loſs of at leaſt one · third of the Britiſh empire; 
yet, though not a very old member, he was of ſufficient ſtand · 
ing in that Houſe to ſay, that he heard thoſe ſeveral ſubjectz 


treated in the manner alluded! to; but America being at a 


diſtance the fate of the captured army being long ſince de- 
eided; the millions being funded, and the blood ſpilt, now 
beyond che power of recovery, no harm could enſue from the 
noble Lord giving a vent to that witty veia which was ſo na- 
tural to him, and which he was known to poſſeſs in a very 
eminent degree indeed! Here the charge was perſonal to the 
noble Lord, and aſſumed a different ſhape ; ſo different, as to 
ſorbig, in dis opinion, the moiſt exuberant fancy from indulg 
ing itfelf in witty declamation. What did it import? It went 
to/accuſe the noble Lord of having corrupted members in that 
Houſe, in order to obtain a majority for the purpoſe of de- 
ſeating the petitions of a great majority of the conſtituent 
body of the electors of England, and ſtill a greater majority 
of the people at large. If the charge was not true, hy did 
not the noble Lord inſiſt on having the honourable gentle- 
— — —— — 
parli mode of ing; not an i 

ictions in one part of his ſpeech, and by an attempt 
at ill- timed ridicule in another, „ . evade — 
vanced, or — a direct unqualified contradictioa, with» 
out a tintle of or circumſtance to fi it. He knew 
the c to be true himſelf ; and the noble Lord was eon · 
ſcious, it he had put the proof of it on the honourable gentle- 
man, that he would have made it good. The Houſe might 
vote as pleaſed ; but the people muſt fee, under the circum 
ances: deferibed, the real means which the — 
— to procure a majority ſubſequent to the vote of the” 
oth April. [1 7 11 


* unqua] 
ſatisſied that the noble Lord had, during the Speaker's illneſs, 
influenced or - ſeveral of the majority of the 6th. of 
April; and more than that, for he was convineed that he had 
tampered with many. If the noble Lord was prepared · to 
meet the charge, he dared him to take down his words : for if 
he did, though perhaps it might be difficult to prove the ac- 
Vor, XVII. X XXX tual 


yas 
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tual corruption, che was ready and fully prepared to:go into 


the actual proofs of the tampering, or of offers having been 
held out to influence fame of the members of that Houſe to 
vote againſt their former opinions, their perfect conviction, 
and the intereſts of their country. "OT | 
Lord Nerth. . Lord: Nerth made a ſhort reply; ſaid, he defied his accu- 
ſers ta; make any ſuch charge good againſt him; and if the 
honourable. gentleman was ſp well informed on the ſybjeR, as 
he pretended to be, it was. his: buſineſs, as the accuſer, to 
bring tbe charge forward; for as the honourable: gentleman 
had: avoided any ſpeaiſicationo it was impofible for him to en- 
ter into à deſnet/ of his duct till he knew the nature or 
eireumſtancbnquthich. the acruſation was faunded. 


Mr. Bart. MregBuris having / declared his intention of not dividing the 


Houſe upon ny of the futune clauſes in bis bill, proceeded 
to pteſs 42; inſiſtiag only to have the clauſes read, and nega- 
tived, ſd that he might get rid of bis bill, that it ſhould be 
neither an eyeſore to bis adverſaries, nor call for the tire - 
ſome zud uſaleſa attendance of his friends. One half of the 
members. immediately quitted the Houſe on this notice. The 
clauſe. for allowing a certain ſum only as a ſalary to the audi- 


tar of the receigt of the exchequer, the two auditors of the 


impred, the;ghamberlain, clerk of the pelle, cletk of the pipe, 
and the; four sellers, in lieu of all ſalaries, perquiſites, fees, 


and othet &noluments, after the death of the perſons who now. 


pjeysd:thoſe offices reſpectively, was them read. 

Lord Nertb. orf N ſaid, he did not approve. of the clauſe as it 
ſtand row qnrdαοι, but he liked che idea extremely well; he 
ſhould therefore wiſh to have this gerades and the 
chain adito report progreſs, and aſk leave to ſit again, 

Mr, Burke. - Ms. Burke ſaid, his: patichee and bis ſpirits were bath ex- 
hauiſted; and begged che favour of the noble Lord to be fo 
kand and merciful, to put an end to his ſufferings, and nega- 
tiue this, as well as he bad the four precetl ing clauſea. His. 
plan, if adopted upon the large ſcale on which belaid-it down, 


wauld have ſeved to the nation abqve a mulion per annum, 


and it was hardly worth his Lordſhip's while to torture him 
ſttill further, by keeping him under the prefſure af this unfor- 
2233 tunate Hauſe, for the trifling ſaving which would ariſe from 


Lord Nrtb. Lord North obſerved, that it was then within a quarter of 
cleven O clock; that the gentlemen who had ſat out the 

hole evening were much fatigued with the multifarious bu- 

finels that had been brought before them; that the clauſe re- 

guired ſome attention; and that as he and the hon. gentle- 
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man agreed in the principle, they might readily determine on 
the wording of the clauſe between themſelves, out of the 
Houſe. He added, that it could make but a difference of one 


day. 

The friends to the bill ſaid, that the noble Lord was as 
well prepared now as he would be the next day. Why not 
alter the clauſe according to his own liking ? for he might be 
aſſured, frame it as he might think proper, that fide of the 
Houſe would make rio oppoſition. | 


ey 


Lord North teplied, that he had not, nor could then make Lord North, 


up his mind upon the manner he would wiſh to have the 
clauſe altered, and if gentlemen were determined, he would 
. move, that the chairman do report progteſs, and 
ire leave to ſit again. The other ſide inſiſting that the 
clauſe ſhould be diſpoſed of, the queſtion was put, and the 
committee divided; Ayes 68, Noes 31, to report progreſs. 


The Houſe being now reſumed, Lord North, to the aſto- Lora Nb. 


niſhment of all preſent, roſe, and moved, contrary to an inti- 
mation given early in the day, that the malt-bill be read a 
third time. N 
His own arguments, a few minutes before, were now retort- 
ed upon bim ; he was reminded, that gentlemen who had fat 
out the whole evening, who had done ſo much buſineſs, and 
gone through ſuch an heap of miſcellaneous matter, who 
were exhauſted and tired out, ought not to be preſſed to entet 
into a freſh debate at ſo late an hour, If it was half after ten 
when the noble Lord pleaded that circumſtance ſo powetfully, 
as 4 reaſon not to go through the clauſe, it was now pa 
eleven, In ſhort after ſome ſarcaſtic obſervations, delivered 
in an ironical ſtrain, on the verſatility of the noble Lord's 
conduct, they proceeded to make ſome very ſeyere refleions 
on his want of candour. They deſired him to recollect, that 
nine out of ten of the gentlemen who meant to ſpeak or vote 
on the bill, were gone home under an idea that it woald not 
come on that day; and that conſequently, preſſing it in their 
abſence, would be no leſs unfair than ſhameſul and indecent. 
—— Mr. Robinſon got the word, during this diſcourſe, to go 
and count the Houſe, His report was, that there were 43 
members beſides the Speaker in the Houſe, 


: — x 4 


Lord North again roſe, and inſiſted on going into the order Lord North. 


of the day. 


" Mr. Byng, baving likewiſe counted the Houſe, and leſt one Mr. Byug. 


of his friends on his legs ſpeaking, and he and the other eleven 


XxXxX2 The 


went out. 
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The members or ayes were told in, and the whole Houſe 
conſiſted of but 31 ayes, and not a ſingle no; 


Lord Neth. „ Lord North then moved to have the mablt- ill! ſtand the 


The Re- 


cer der of 


Leder. 


firſt order as yeſterday; but he was informed from the chair, 
that was impoflible, as there was no Houſe, conſequently the 
order muſt be reſumed the next dax 0 / 
| 3391 - May 19. 514071 SY þ D115 x 
The Recorder of London made his promiſed motion rela- 
lative to giving ſatisfaftion to the people reſpecting the griev- 
ances ſet forth in their petitions. - His motion was ſubſtan- 
tially this: that there be no more ſums of money granted for 
public ſervices till the grievances; ſtated in the / petitions be 
redreſſed. The motion was ſeconded by Mr. D. Hartley. 


The Recorder was up for nearly an hour, was very able, 


and remarkably well heard. The point on which his motion 
turned was, that the bill upon the table, which ſtood the firſt 
order of the day (the malt-bill) being now the only tax bill 
which had not paſſed the Houſe, and the principal money bill 
of the ſeſſion, that Houſe would have no further controul 


over miniſters as ſoon as it ſhould paſs that Houſe ; they 
might adviſe his Majeſty to prorogue or diſſolve the Parlia- 


ment, and by that means ftigmatize the majority of that 
Houſe as infamous to the lateſt poſterity, A majority of that 
Houſe bad voted, that the influence of the crown had encreaſ- 
ed, was enereaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. They had 
done more; they bad ſpecifically reſolved, that it was the 
duty of that Houſe to redreſs the grievances complained of in 
the petitions of the counties, cities, and boroughs of this 
kingdom, and had, by acknowledging that it was their duty, 
bound themſelves thereby to the people, and to each other, to 

give the petitioners — | bs Led yod! 2990 
But though they had hitherto 1 — to perform that ſo- 
ement to the public, they had it ſtill in their 


power; t wait, perhaps, but for a few hours longer, and 


that power would be diveſted out of them for ever. A diſſo- 
lution was agreed upon, on all hands, not to be very far diſ- 
tant; — the preſent Parliament would ſhortly be 
no more. He begged leave to explain particularly what he 
meant. The bill which was to be read the next order, was 
the malt bill; that once paſſed, that Houſe would loſe all 
controul over miniſters, The only meaſure which paſſed 
that Houſe towards leſſening the influence of the crown, was 


the contractors bill; what was the fate of it > The principle 


on which that bill proceeded, was denied by the Lords, who 


Rave the moſt inequiyocal proof of the reality of the . — 
274 W 10 
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vhich they denied to exiſt. They put a negative on it, by 
which means the withes of che majority of that Houſe; and 


the people without doors, wert fruſtrated. The only means 


then the Houſe of Commons had left, was not to refuſe, but 
to ſuſpend the ſupplies, till ſome one grand effectual meaſure 
was carried through both Houſes, and paſſed into a law. It 
was the only conſtitutional mode, and had been frequently re- 
ſorted to hen the other Houſe, under the influence and di- 

rection of the miniſters of the crown, had denied the people 
redreſs. He then entered very fully into the queſtion, and 

proved in a moſt able and convincing manner, the indifpen- 

ſable neceſſity there was of taking ſome effectual ſtep for the 
relief of the people. 1039! | 


Lord North roſe to reply; but the queſtion being called "oe" a 


for, the Houſe, at ſeven o'clock, divided, 
| * Ayes 54. Noes 89. = 
The order of the day for the third reading of the malt-tax 
bill was then read, which gave riſe to three or four different 
debates. | | 
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Mr. Hartley ſpoke againſt the bill, on the idea that mini- Mr. Herts 


ſters had broke their faith with Parliament, in having ad- Y. 


viſed his Majefty to aſſure Parliament, at the opening of the 
ſeſſion, that the great ſupplies he would be obliged to afk 
from them in the courſe of the ſeſſion, would be employed ein 
vigorous efforts againſt our foreign enemies; whereas; in the 
courſe of ſeveral months, not a fingle effort, But what aroſe 
from mere chance or accident, had been made againſt our 
foreign enemies, but all our exertions had been directed 
againſt our American ſubjects: he, as one, therefore, could 


never truſt men who had ſo grofsly departed from the aſſu- 


rances they had adviſed their Sovereign to give Patliament, 
and which they had thus groſsly violated. -- 1: 10 


Mr. T. Lattrell foun his chief objection to the bill on M.. 7. 


the ground of the miſapplication of the grants of parliament!” Lurcrethe 


The money was moſt ſcandalouſly and ſhamefully waſted, or 
totally with · held; waſted and laviſhed in corrupting” the re- 
preſentatives of the people, and in purchaſing venal boroughs; 
in fine, in ſapping the foundatious of the conftirution—With- 


held in many inſtances, particularly in the naval department. 


This, he ſaid, was a matter that called for ſerious enquiry, 
for if not ſpeedily put a ſtop to, it might be productive of the 
maſt ſerious conſequences. It had hitherto only produced 
wo-or three trifling mutinies; but if Parliament did not in- 
terfere, probably the contagion would extend itſelf through 

| e 
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He isſtaaced the late mutiny at Spithead. Many of the 
ſeaman, he was well informed, who entered at the commence- 
ment of the war, had never received a ſhilling of their 
wages; ſome of them had three years pay due to them. They 
were ſhifted over, from ſhip to ſhip ; and thus, while them- 
felyes were naked on board, and in want of every neceſſary 
ſuitable to their fituation, and their wives and children ſtarv- 
ing at home, or left upon the pariſh as a burden, a few indi- 
viduals were amaſſing immenſe fortunes, earned by the la- 
bour, blood, and lives of the oppreſſed, and much- to- be- 
pitied ſeamen. | 
The Rerer- The Recorder of London ' oppoſed the bill upon the ſame 
der of Len- . a . | . X 
; ground on which he ſupported his motion. He did not riſe, 
he ſaid, to put an abſolute negative; the war muſt be carried 
on, and a proviſion made for its maintenance. What he 
wiſhed was, to ſuſpend the tax, or poſtpone it till the people 
had got ſatisfaction reſpecting the complaints contained in 
their petitions, He at length moved, © that the bill be read 
a third time on that day fortnight,” Upon this queſtion the 
— Houle divided, © RVs 
_ Ayes 43. Noes 10%. 
Sir George The bill was then read a third time. Sir. Gorge Savil: 
ow roſe, and gave his reaſons at large againſt its principle, and ſe- 
yeral of the proviſions which it contained. A motion was 
made to ſubſtitute the word pay for charge; on this queſtion 
the Houſe divided, ; g 4. 
To „yes 29. Noes 106... 
After upwards of three hours debate the queſtion was put, 
4“ that chis bill do now paſs; this brought on another de- 
bate and diviſion, Ayes 136, Noes 56. The bill was or- 
dered to the Lords, and the Houſe roſe about a quarter be- 
fore ten o'clock, and adjourned to the 22d. 1 "OT 135) 
| . May 22. "_ 
Col, Berri. Colonel Barre moved, 1. That it is the opinion of this 
| Honſe, that the ſum of 1,538,017]. 25. is ſtated in the papers 
preſented, to this Houſe, to have been applied to the fervice 
of his Majeſty's forces in North America, from the 41ſt of 
_ Jagyary, 177, to the iſt of Feb. 17 80; of which tum no 
account what{eever has been laid before Parliament. The 
ſaid ſum being over end above the pay, cloathing, proviſions, 
with the expence of freight and armament attending them, 
ordnance, tranſport ſervice, oats, blankets, expence of In- 
dians, pay of, certain general. and general ſtaff officers; pay 
of ſexetal commiſlaries, and other allowances for the ſaid for. 
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ces.” Upon the queſtion being put it paſſed in the negative 
without a diviſion. . | 
2. That it is the opinion of this Heuſe, that the ſum of 

1790, $431. has been applied to the ſervice. of his Majeſty's 
WE forces in North America, in the years 1775, 1776, 17774 
and 1778, of which ſum no ſatisfaftion has been laid before 
Parliament. The ſaid ſum being over and above the ſums 
ſtated in the accounts for pay, clozthing, proviſions, with the 
expence of freight and armament attending them; ordnance, 
tranſport ſervice, oats, bjankets, expence of Indians, pay of 
certain general and ſtaff officers, pay of ſeveral commiſſa- 
ries, rum, and other allowances for the ſaid forces,” This 
likewiſe paſſed in the negative with a diviſion, 

3. T hat the practice of incurring and paying extraor- 
dinaries of the army, to ſo large an amount, without either 

planation or ſatistactory account, and without authority of 

arliament, is not warranted by precedent, is a dangerous in- 
raſion of, the rights of this Houſe, and one of the groſs a- 
buſes in the expenditure of the public money complained of 
in the petirions of the people.“ | 

After a ſhort debate the Houſe divided. 

» 4 Ayes 24. Noes 44. | 

4. That the creation of new, unneceſſary, or finecure 
offices in the atmy, with conſiderable appointments, is 2 
ptoſuſton of the public money, and the more alarming, as it 
tends to enereaſe the unconſtitutional influence of che crown. 
Paſſed in the negative without a diviſion, AS I 

The Houſe was afterwards put into a'committee of ſupply 
on the extraordinaries of the army. A 

The firſt reſolution propoſed was, That it is the opinion 
of this committee, that a ſum not exceeding two millions, 
ſour hundred thouſand, and eighteen hundred pounds, be 
granted to his Majeſty, in order to defray the expences of the 
extreordinaries of the army for the year 1780.“ 
This gave rife to a debate, in which Mr, Rigby was 
called upon to explain bow it happened that ſuch large ſums 


remained in the hands of the paymaſlter-general at the end of 


Mr, Rigby ſaid, that though large ſums were apparently in 
the hands of the paymaſter, at the end of every year, in fact, 
the money was diſburſed; by being borrowed for other ſer- 
vices; which were paid in advance, He mentioned that he 
and the late Mr. Grenville had frequently conferred” toge- 
ther on the ſubject, and endeavoured, by every means in 
their power to leſſen the expences of the public, as far as = 
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garded paying the army, and bringing the extraordinaries to 
a certainty as nearly as poſſible ; that it was idle ta talk of re- 
ducing them to prreiſe eſtimates, becauſe from the nature of 
the ſervice, it was impratticable; As the cafe flood, it reft- 
ed in a great nieafure'on the diſetetion and good management 
of the commanders in chief abroad; that when they drew, 
the treafury iſſued warrants, which were his authorities for 
large ſums, and the ſecretary of war's drafts for ſmaller ones; 
thet he had no other vouchers, and was, as all his predecef- 
ſors bad been, without any other ſecurity than a reJiance on 
thefaltice of che Houſe, e. 
Sir George Longe moved by way of amendment, to leave out 
the words two millions,” and inſert © one million. 
Tune Houſe tibia Cn the bill „to explain and a- 
mend the ſeveral acts for ſecuting the freedom of Parliament, 
by farther extending the qualification for Members to fit in 
the Houſe of Commons, and for rendering the ſame more 
efectutt;® r 5 1 ne lame 0 
Hon. James Tuttrell obſerved, that an act founded on prin- 
ciples derogatory to the freedom of the people's choice of te- 
preſentatives, could not pretegd to promote the freedom of 
Parliament; that if property alone made friends to the liber- 
ties or purſe of the ſubject, the Houſe of Lords was more 
free than the Commons; but it proved the experiment to be 
abſurd ; for no man could diſpute the enormous influence of 
the crown in that ariſtocratic aſſembly. The act of George 
the Second, relative to qualifications, was carried by ſurpriſe 
at the latter end of a ſeſſions to court the landed intereft, and 
its ineffency had been the only reaſon he could trace why ſuch 
an act had been ſuffered to exiſt, It was uncooftitutional, be- 
cauſe if the Houſe of Commons could at their pleaſure raiſe 
lifications to hold ſeats, they might either totally abolifh 
arliaments by requiring the 558 members to have 15.009. 
a year a piece, or atleaſt raiſe it, ſo as to confine the people to 
a choice of repreſentatives amongſt a few of the moſt opulent 


families in the kingdom, which would amount to an. ariſtc- 


cracy. "The queſtion therefore appeared to him, whether we 
ſhould render more effectual = ge) of Parliament whi 
ought to be repealed. | "va ux 

hoſe ho thought that evading that act had . 
conſequences, ſhould bring ſame proof of the fact. It ſhould 
be proved, that the great majorities of Parliament wki had 
plunged this country into a war wich America, and ſuffeted 
the waſte of ſo much public treaſure, where a majority — 
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8 of mY who, eyvading the act of Queen Anne and 


earge the had come into Parliament in needy, cit- 
cumſtances, and that their indigence had occaſioned them to 
vote an American war derogatory to their conſcience, and 
at the rpiniſter had been followed merely to gain a liveli- 
hood. It ſhould be proved, that at the ſame time all the Lords“ 
eldeſt ſons, the members for the univerſities, all the Scotch 
embers; all members of high rank and landed property in 
Parkament, had 'virtuouſly endeayoured to oppoſe all theſe 
ruinous meaſures, and proudly, with their independent for- 
tunes, ſpurned at the influence of the crown, and ſhewn 
themſelves above temptation, If that could be proved (the 
very reverſe of which muſt ſtare every man in the face) then 
the honourable member's bill might boaſt of a reformation of 
the Houſe ;, then he might ſay, make the next Parliament men 
of landed property, and the liberties and purſe of the ſubject 
will de better ſecured; then he might lay the cauſe of all the 
grigyances: complained of by the people of England upon 
members of that Houſe, who he preſumes to have evaded. the 
act he means to render more effectual. But the fact was prov- 
ed oyer and over again, that the influence of the crown had 
een, and ever would be, more powerful among courtiers and 
men of the firſt 8 fortune, than with thoſe who were 
nearer the intereſts of the people at large. l 
0 We elde of the bill was approved by any, it was 
Wan a doctrine over and oyer again exploded in Parliament, 
that the landed intereſt was the only conſtitutional mode of 
repreſentation. : - ix. * 0 . „ 1181888 150 
lt had been admitted by all men, and all parties, that offi- 
cers, were fit repreſentatiyes of the people; that their profeſ- 
fonal information was gf uſe; that they ſhould in a free coun+ 
try bol themſelyes to be citizens and ſervants of the ſtate, 
not yaſſals of the crown. It had likewiſe been admitted, that 
monied men, who pay to every tax, were proper , judges of 
taxation, and it muff be admitted that the houſe tax, an 
the tax which monied men pay, took off W 
the ſapded property, as it affiſted to raiſe the ſupplies of the 
war. It had been admitted, that gentlemen who come fro 
the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies, dependencies of Great Britain, to 
ſperid their income in England, had as great a ſtake in, the 
lucceſs of our wars, in the exiſtence of our liberties, and in 
the taxes his fortune muſt largely contribute to, a8 any gen- 
tleman of 300l. a year landed eſtate. It muſt be admitted, 
that money was as heceſſary to raiſe ſupplies as land; that 
Vel, NMI 
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without a market the produce of the ſoit would not enrich the 
landlord, and that we cannot ſubſcribe to the loan in kine. 

The bill was therefore ill-founded if it reſted on a princi- 
ple that the landed intereſt would compoſe the moſt proper, 
the moſt wiſe and well - in formed Parliament, or that an inde- 
pendence of 300l. à year in land, would prevent them from 
looking up to titles, ribbons, ih offices, or eben places and 
penſions, ' He thought it 4 much ſounder principle to lay 
down, that a free Parliament can alone exiſt by a free choice 
in the people to chuſe men for their abilities, integrity, love of 
liberty and uſeful knowledge, to conduct their buſineſs, and 
ſupport their rights in Parliament. 

It had been urged that it would prevent ſham qualifica- 
tions; but it was not adequate to that purpoſe: for the qualifi- 
cations for Scotland were to remain at a third leſs than a qua- 
lification for England: and fince Scotch members tax Eng- 
liſh ſubjects, why were they not to be equally qualified? 
Theirs would therefore be, in the ſpirit and fenſe of our laws, 
a ſham qualification. | | | 

The Houſe of Lords contained ſome Peers without eſtates, 
and yet their eldeſt ſons were to be eligible to fit in the Houſe 
of Commons; and that was a ſham qualification, The bill 
therefore was undoubtedly a partial proſecution of profeſ- 
fional men, annuitants upon landed fecurity, mene men, 
and perſons who reſide in this country, and ſpeñd the whole 
income of their eſtates, fituated in parts of the Britiſh em- 
pire though not in England. 

The bill was indeed favourable to Weſtminfter-hall : for 
it laid a foundation for litigious law-ſuits [there being no fine 
for a falſe accuſation] and Weſtminſter-hall was to vacate 
ſeats in the Houſe of Commons, if the members* qualifica- 
tion was not to the jury's liking. | 
The bill had another very cory effect, becauſe 
thoſe who ſupported it had earneſtly oppoſed a propoſition 
made relative to the Chiltern Hundreds, to enable members to 
vacate their own ſeats: and this qualification bill puts it in the 
— of any member to vacate his ſeat, by diſpoſing of 

ve pounds a year out of his regiſtered qualification, and 
enables him to be choſen for any other place, by re- pu- 
chaſing the ſame five pounds a year, | | ' 
Though an annuity of _—_ a year upon landed ſecurity 
was a qualification, the bill attempted to make it liable to ver 
expenfive law fuits; a man out of Parliament was not oblige 
to produce all the writings of his eſtate, becauſe he had ſold 
an annuity, and it certainly might lead a man into difficul- 
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ties in other law-ſuits, to produce all the ſettlements under 
which he claims his eſtate. 

The bill affected the virtue of reformation, while it was 
ſtriking at the root of the conſtitution, The grievances of 
the people did not ariſe out of an evaſion of the act of 
yon Anne, and if they have not petitioned to limit more 
effectually their choice of repreſentatives, Mr. Grenviile's 
bill was the faireſt mode of trying the legality of a Member's 
ſeat in Parliament, and Weſtminſter-hall ought not to inter- 
fere, The Houſe of Lords and Commons would become 

ually ariſtocratical if this bill paſſed; for if the principle 
of the bill is once admitted, it is eaſy. to add to qualifications, 
and only admit Lords? eldeſt ſons, and a few great families, 
to be eligible to fit in Parliament. Mr. Luttrell therefore 
truſted that on the report it would be rejected. 

- Aﬀeer a ſhort debate, the Houſe divided, for the bill 89, 
againſt it'28, 
| May 24. 


Sir Thomas Clavering moved, tor leave to bri 
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ng in his bill Sir 7 bn 


for empowering juſtices of the peace to make a proper provi Clavering · 


ſion for the wives and children of men impreſſed into his Ma- 
jeſty's naval ſervice, | 
Lord Ongley, Sir Herbert Mackworth and Mr, Whit- 


worth ſeverally objected to the bill, on the ground that it 


would open a door to the like requeſt in fayour of the land ſer- 
vice, and tend greatly to diſcourage volunteers. 

Lord Nugent and dir Matthew White Ridley were of dif- 
ferent opinions, and thought the bill of a very ſalutary ten- 
dency. | | 
| The Houſe then divided on the motion, 28 for it, 36 
againſt it, | 3 WEY 


In a committee of ways and means, Lord North ſaid, that Lord Nortb. 


as many objections had been made to the laying an additional 
tax on coils, he had ceaſed to think of it, and would, in lieu 
theteof, propoſe an additional duty on ſweets or low made 
wines for ſale, of - ſix-pence per barrel, which would raiſe the 
ſum of 987 gl. He had alſo to propoſe an additional duty of 
1d, per pound on all ſtarch and hair powder. This tax he 
thought extremely reaſonable, as the preſent tax upon thoſe 
articles of 2d, a pound were laid ſo long ago as the 0th and 
12th of Queen Anne, and had ſtood at that impoſt from thoſe 
periods of time, This laſt duty, his Lordſhip ſaid, would 
produce upwards of 19,0001. as it at preſent yielded an an- 
nual amount of 38,3421. thoſe ſums put together, his Lord- 
ſhip farther obſerved, would very well make up the deficien- 
75 i | cy 
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cy occaſioned by relinquiſhing the tax propoſed to have been 
laid upon coals. He obſerved, that the laying an additional 
duty on coals, would unqueſtionably leffen the export, and 
that was the reaſon for his recurring to other duties. 
. The ſeveral new taxes were then agreed to without a divi- 
ion. 41 . FL" 
Governor Governor Pawnall moved for leave to bring in 2 bill to im- 
Penal. power his Majeſty to make peace, truce, or convention with 
America. He ſaid that there were at this time two factions in 
America, the one a French faction, the other an Englith fac- 
tion, and that as the Engliſh faction predominated, he flatter- 
ed himſelf a proper conduct on our part might lead to a ſpeedy 
and happy conciliation, ol” ©, 

Mr. Eden objected wholly to the idea of making any pro- 
poſition for peace, as there was every reaſon to expect that 
Ametica would ſoon be glad to come to us with ſuch over- 
tures?as we might accept of with honour to ourſelves, 

Lord Nu- Lord Nugent ſpoke in fayour of the bill, and ſaid it was 

gut. Highly proper the King ſhould have it in his power to make 
peace with America; for when they once knew his Majeſty 
had that power, there was little doubt of their coming to us 
with terms, and ſuch as we might cloſe with. For his part, 
he believed in his ſoul and conſcience, that had the King been 
impowered to have made peace with the Americans at thetime 
they entered into a treaty with France, the war would have 
been at this time very happily ended. 

Lord North ſpoke againft the motion, as did Lord George 
Germain. The Houſe divided, for the queſtion 50, againſt 
it 113. | 

The following is a copy of the bill, * 234 
© In order to remove all doubts or diſabilities, which may pre- 
vent, obſtruet or delay the happy work of peace, may it pleaſe 

our Majeſty, that it may be declared and enacted, and it is 
Leber Jeclared and enacted by, &c. ce. 

That his Majeſty is impowered to make convention or 
truce, or to conclude a peace with the inhabitants of New- 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, and Providence 
Plantation, Connecticut, New-York, New Jerſey, Pennſyl- 
vania, the three Delaware counties, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, in North America, con- 
yened in Congreſs, or in any other aſſembly or aſſemblies, or 
with any perſon or perſons authorized to act for and in behalf 
of the ſame, in ſuch form and manner as he, by virtue of 
the prerogative of his crown, hath power to do in all other 
caſes, and on ſuch terms and conditions as in the courſe of 

events 
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n events ſhall become convenient and neceſſary for the honour 
al and welfare of his Majeſty, and his people. 
id And in order thereto, be it enacted, by the authority afore- 
ſaid, that from and after the paſſing of this act, it ſhall and 
& may be layful for his Majeſty to appoint ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons [ ſubjeCts of Great-Britain] as his Majeſty in his wiſdom 
n- hall think fit, and fully to authorize and. empower the ſame 
th to treat, conſult, and agree with the ſaid Americans, or any 
in I part of them, or with any perſon or perſons acting for and in 
c- their behalf, to the ſaid purpoſe ö convention, truce, or 


peace. 

dy And be it further enacted, that from and after the paſſing 
of this act, it ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty to grant 

o- || fafe conduct to any ſuch perſon or perſons whatſoever, as his 

vat | Majeſty ſhall ſee cauſe and judge proper to receive on the 

et- ground of treaty for ſuch convention, truce, or peace, in like 
manner as he is by divers ancient ſtatutes impowered to do in 

vas the caſes therein ſpecified. 


ike May 25. 
ity Private buſineſs. No debate. 
us May 26. 


ct, Lord George Gordon moved, That there be laid before this Lord Gerge 
en | Houſe, a copy of the public letter from Sir George Brydges Sede. 
me | Rodney to the Admiralty, dated off Port Royal Martinique, 
ave £ April 26, 1780, relative to the engagement with the French 
fleet.” WP PP 
rge Lord George ſtated that he did this in juſtice to Sir George 
nſt Rodney, to the officers ſerving under him, and to the nation; 
that the extracts, as publiſhed in the Gazette, appeared to 
every. man who had any naval knowledge, to give a repre- 
re- | ſentation which could not be juſt or true, He went through 
aſe _ particulars, and called on the admirals preſent to aſſiſt 
tis him. | ane i 
The motion was objected to by Mr. Dempſter, who thought Mr Den- 
or || it dangerou+ to take away from the diſcretion very properly fer. 
er- repofed in the naval offices, to publiſh only what ſeemed ex- 
nce pedient and ſafe, whilſt great operations are depending. 
ſyl- Mr. Fox ſupported the motion, and faid. it was a part of Mr. Fer. 
nia, ¶ the miniſterial ſyſtem to ruin the characters of officers ſerving 
on: their country. He obſerved on that enpralhon in the Ga- 
, or | 7ette, which gives ſo much credit to the French officers, that 
half it implied a moſt diſgraceful idea of the conduct of the Britiſh 
of fleet. He animadyerted alſo with ſome ſeverity on General 
ther  Vaughan's letter, the publication of which, he ſaid, wb, 4h 
e of 2 part of the ſame ſyſtem; and, he added, that General 
ents | Vaughan's 
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Vaughan's expreſſion reſpecting the example ſhewn by Sir 
George Rodney, implied the ſevereſt cenſure of the ary 
our of every other officer ſerving under Sir George. 

Mr. Pulteney ſupported the motion, but took occaſion, in 
anſwer to Mr. Fox, to refer to what he had formerly ſaid, 
of the daſtardly conduct of miniſters in not employing Sir 
Hugh Pallifer ; and he called on Admiral Pigot to go into that 
enquiry, as he had pledged himſelf to do. 

his called up Admiral Pigot, who admitted his having fo 

pledged himſelf, and appointed Friday next (the firſt vacant 
day) for that enquiry. | 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland ſpoke of the impropriety of 
giving the paſſages to the public, which it had been thought 
expedient to ſuppreſs ; more eſpecially as trials might be = 
pending which ought not to be prejudged. He made ſome 
remarks alſo on the inexpediency of bringing again into diſ- 
cuſſion the proceedings of the courts martial on Admirals Kep- 


pe] and Palliſer. 
Admiral X:ppel expreſſed himſelf Jil with ſome ex- 
preſſion dropt by the learned Lord; he ſpoke for the motion, 
and alſo withed for many other communications from the ad- 
miralty, that the nation might better know what their fleets 
are doing, and how they are employed. 


Lord N:rtb, Lord North ſaid a few words againſt the motion; he parti- 


cularly denied that any thing had been kept back which any 
officer could with to have had publiſhed. And in referring 
to the ſentence on Sir Hugh Palliſer, he perſiſted in what he 
formerly ſaid, that i: was no conviction of malice, but im- 
plied only a charge which had never been diſcuſſed. | 
Mr. Dunning ſaid, if Sir Hugh Palliſer's ſpeaking in his 
own defence, and calling his own witneſſes, was not a diſ- 
cuffion, he did not know what was. | 

Mr. Pentcn and Sir Richard Sutton ſpoke againſt the mo- 
tion, as calculated to produce communications which hurt 
the public ſervice in various ways, and could do no good. 

Mr. Rows ſpoke for the motion, and ſaid that the nation 
was entitled to it. _- 

Lord George Gordon added a few words to the debate, and 
compared Lord Sandwich, Lord North, and the Lord Advo- 
cate, to plague, peſtilence, and ſtarvation. — 

The Houle then divided, Ayes 81. Noes 160. 

The Houſe afterwards was put into a committee on the 
further conſideration of the public petitions ; the Speaker left 
the chair, and | 

Mr. Huſſey having taken his ſeat at the table, | 1 
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Mr. Dunntng roſe, and deſired that the reſolutions come to Mr. Duz- 


by the committee of the whole Houſe on the petitions, on vis 
— the roth of April, be read. — * 

a — read accordingly, and were as follows: 

6 t it is the opinion of this committee, that for the 
better preſerving the independence of Parliament, and ob- 
riating any fuſpicion of its purity, exact accounts be laid 
before this Hou, on the firſt day of every ſeſſion, of fuch 
ſum or ſums of money as have been paid in the courſe of the 
preceding year, to members of Parliament, out of the pro- 
duce of the civil liſt, or any other part of the public revenue, 
to them, to their uſe, or in truſt for them, or on any other ac- 
count, ſpecify ing when, or on what account, ſuch money 
was l | 

« That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is in- 
compatible with the independence of Parliament, that per- 
ſons holding the offices of treaſurer of the chamber, treafurer 
of the houſehold, cofferer of the houſeho!d and his clerk, 
comptroller of the houſehold and his clerk, maiter of the 
houſehold, and the clerk of the green cloth, be entitled to 
hold feats in this Houſe.” 

Mr. Dunning then in a very maſterly ſpeech, enforced the 
neceſſity of reporting theſe reſolutions, and concluded with a 
motion to that purpoſe, at the ſame time reminding ſuch 
members as had originally voted for thoſe reſolutions, that 
they ſtood pledged to vote for his preſent motion. This gave 
riſe to a warm debate, in which Mr. Turner, Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Rigby, Mr. Byng, Lord North, and others ſpoke. At length 
the Houſe divided on the queſtion for the chairman's leaving 
the chair, Ayes, 177; Noes, 134. 


Mr. Fox was warm, in treating thoſe county members with Mr. Fer. 


great ſeyerity, who had made a part of the 233 on the 6th of 
April, and voted with miniſtry = | 
Mr. Rigby again called oppoſition a rope of ſand. 


Mr. Turner 1aid, he did not at all wonder at the right ho- Bir. Tera. 


nourable gentleman's approving placemen ; tbat fellow-feeling 
made a man wonderous kind. Mr. Turner aſcribed the Ame- 
rican war entirely to placemen. 

After ſome converſation between Mr. Powis, Sir Geo 
Savile, the Lord Advocate, and others, the Lord Advocate 
moved to adjourn to the 3oth, which at 12 o'cloc# was 
agreed to. 


Lord George Gordon gave notice to the Houſe, that on tra Gam 
Friday next, the ſecond of June, he ſhould have the honour Goraes. 


of preſenting to their conſideration the petition of the Pro- 
| teſtant 
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teſtant Aſſociation of London, Weſtminſter, and Southwark, 
ying the repeal of the late Act in favour of Popery in 
ngland. He acquainted the Houſe, that the whole Aſ- 
ſociation propoſed to aſſemble in St. George's Fields, and 
to accompany their petition to the Houſe in the moſt hum- 
ble, decent, and reſpectful manner. His Lordſhip then 
preſented a petition from his Majeſty's loyal Proteſtant ſub- 
jects of High Wycomb, in Buckinghamſhire, for the re- 
peal of the ſame Popiſh bill. It was ſigned by the mayor, 
aldermen, burgeſſes, recorder, church-wardens, overſeers, 
and the other Proteſtant inhabitants. After an introductory 
diſcourſe ſuitable to the occaſion,” he moved, that this peti- 
tion be now read.” | W 7 


Mir. Peil. Mr. Polhill ſeconded Lord George Gordon's motion, and 


of milit or ordnance ſervices for the ſervice of = yer 


the petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

May 31. 

Counſel heard on bone lace bill. 

n Io 
Lord Nerth brought the following meſſage from the King, 

George Rex, 116 

«© That his Majeſty, relying on the experienced zeal 
and affection of his faithful Commons, and confidering 
that in this critical juncture, emergencies may ariſe that 
may be of the utmoſt importance, and may be at- 
tended with the moſt dangerous conſequences, if propet 
means thould be not immediately applied to prevent or 
defeat them; is defirous that this Hou: will enable him to 
defray any expences incurred, or to be incurred on account 


1780, and to take all ſuch meaſures as the exigency 
fairs may require. G. R.“ 


Lord Nertch. Lord North moved, That the meſſage be referred to a 


committee of the whole Houſe.” 


Lord Gag: Lord George Gordon declared, that he could not but op- 


+ Gordon. 


poſe in every ſtage any new grant of ſupplies to the King, 
till his Majeſty and his ſervants gave complete redreſs to 


the grievances of the people, both as to the late innovations 


in favour of Popery, as well as to the ſhameful abuſes 
complained of in the expenditure of public money, 
| Tþe Houſe divided without further debate, 


Ayes 39 Noes 19 
Tellers for Ayes. Tellers for Noes. 
Mr. De Grey, Ld. Geo. Gordon, 


Mr. Ord. Sir Geo, Longe. 
| | . | yes, The 


A 
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The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for appoint=- 
ing commiſſioners to inſpect the public accounts. The name 


of Mr. Angaith brought on a debate; Colonel Barre ob- Col, Barre; 


jected to him as highly improper, ſaid his time was fully 
employed already as maſter in chancery, accomptant gene- 
ral, and meſſenger of the Houle of Peers. After a few 
other obſervations the Houſe divided, 
Ayes 79 | Noes 32 
The name of Mr. Pechell, another maſter in chancery, 
was next propoſed as a commiſſioner ; ſimilar objections were 
uied againſt him. | 
The other names propoſed by his Lordſhip as commiſ- 
honers, were Robert Pigot, Eſq. barriſter j Richard Neeve, 
Eſq. merchant ; Samuel Beercroft, Eſq. and James Shi- 
ling, Eſq, 
Committee divided on motion of adjournment. 
Ayes 44 Noes 10 
Went through the bill. The bill to continue in * for 
one year, to commence from the 5th of July. 
Roſe at one, 
une 2, 


This day Lord George Gordon preſented the petition from Lord George 
the Proteſtant Affociation. Above fixty thouſand of the peti- Grden, 


— accompanied his Lordſhip to the lobby of the 
ouſe. 

Lord George Gordon ſaid, he had before him a petition, ſign- 
ed by near one hundred and twenty thouſand of his Majeſty's 
Proteſtant ſubjects, praying for a repeal of the act paſled 
the laſt ſeſſion in favour of Roman Catholics, His Lord- 
ſhip then moved to have the ſaid petition brought up. Mr. 
Alderman Bull ſeconded the motion, and leave was given 
accordingly, | 

Lord George Gordon having brought up the petition, 
his Lordſhip moved to have it taken into immediate 
3 and was again ſeconded by Mr. Alderman. 

all, 
After ſome debate, the Houſe divided, when there ap- 
peared-only fix for the queſtion. | 

The petition was then ordered to be taken into conſidera- 
tion on the 6th, ' 

His Lordſhip afterwards appeared in the lobby, to ac- 
quaint the petitioners with the fate of their petition, He 
told them that they had a gracious Sovereign, who would 
9 ſend private directions to. the miniſter to enforce 
Vor. XVII. 2222 the 
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the prayer of the petition, when he ſhould be informed of 
the alarm the bill complained of had given; though he aſ- 
ſured them no relief was to be expected from the Houſe, 
After his Lordſhip had concluded, the reverend gentleman 
who officiates as chaplain to the Houſe, attempred to win 
upon the aſſociators to part, and loudly told the noble 
Lord who had ſpoken before him, that all the effuſion of 
blood that ſhould be ſpilt that day would be charged to his 
acccount, 

The aſſociators underſtanding the conſideration of their 

petition was poſtponed, grew extremely riotous, and much 
diſorder enſued. 
At nine o'clock a large party of the foot guards, and a 
troop of horſe, with Juſtice Wright and Juftice Addington, 
came down to the Houle, and peace and good order was 
ſoon after reſtored, 

At eleven o'clock the Houſe broke up and adjourned to 
the 6th, 

June 6. 

Colonel Colonel Herbert mentioned the preſent unhappy diſtur- 

Herbert bances, and after deſcanting upon them ſome time, hinted 
at the expulſion of Lord George Gordon; but the Houſe 
here ſhewed the ſtrongeſt marks of ditlike to the idea; it 
dropt: but Colonel Herbert took notice that his Lordſhip 
had a blue cockade in his hat, upon which he remarked 
with ſome ſeverity, ſaying, that if he would not take it 
out, he would go acroſs the Houſe and do it: upon which 
Lord George took his cockade out of his hat and put it in his 

ket. 

The Houſe was in a great deal of confuſion, and though 
there was ſome converſation, it was of a very deſultory na- 
ture. 

Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke thought the Houſe and all people ſhould be 
unanimous z that the people, who were friends to order 
and good government ſhould aſſociate in defence of them- 
ſelves. 

Mr. Fer. Mr. Fox ſaid he was equally a friend to order, but could 
not ſupport government, becauſe the preſent miffiſters were 
acting upon a ſyſtem, that however a man might wiſh well 
to ſociety, he could not ſupport them, for they had diſſolved 
all the bands of ſociety, and had diſgraced every one who 

"ID had ated with or under them. tl 

Si. Sir George Savile thanked them for the uſe of the military 


in protecting his houſe, 11 


t 


— „ nd 2 Tt Þ» 


A. 17 80. DAT. 


Mr. Buller moved and Sir James Laroche ſeconded the Mr. Baller. 
three following reſolutions, which were unanimouſly 5 


agreed to. 

Firſt, “ That it is a high breach of the privilege of the 
members of this Houſe to interrupt them from giving their 
attendance therein, or obſtructing the public buſineſs of 
Parliament. 

Second, That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, praying that his Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to order the ſeveral miniſters who have ſuffered in 
their own property, or the chapels of their reſpective courts, 
through the late outrages committed by the Proteſtant aſ- 
ſociators, to be reimburſed the amount of the damages they 
have received, as allo the loſſes of ſuch individuals as may 
have ſuffered on the occaſion. 

Thirdly, “ That the attorney general be inſtructed to 
direct a profecution againſt the perſons found to have occa- 


Goned or aided and abetted the late diſturbances,” 


Lord North then moved the following reſolution, which Lord Nwrb. 


was alſo unanimouſly agreed to. 

„ Relolved, That this Houſe will, as ſoon as the tumults 
ſubſide that are now ſubfiſting, proceed immediately to 
the due conſideration of the ſeveral petitions preſented to 
this Houſe from many of his Majeſty's Proteſtant ſub- 
jets, and will take the ſame into their ſerious delibera- 
tion,” 

The Houſe then adjourned to the 8th, 

| une 8, 

The Houſe aſſembled very early, and the Speaker hav- 
ing told fuch members as were preſent, that it would be 
impoſſible for the Houſe to exerciſe its legiſlative functions, 
while the city of Weſtminſter was under martial law, the 
Lord Advocate moved, that the Houſe be adjourned till 
Monday ſe'nnight, June 19. Agreed to. 

: une 19. | 

As ſoon as the commons were returned from the Houſe of 
Lords, the King's ſpeech was read. 


Lord Beauchamp moved an addreſs, which, as uſual, was Lord Beau» 
an echo to the ſpeech. He expatiated on the violences com- <9"? 


mitted by the mob, and the neceſſity the King was under of 
putting a ſtop to them by the exertion of that power with 
which he was entruſted by the conſtitution, He did not be- 
lieve that the Proteſtant aſſociators had intended to com- 


mit the outrages that had been committed. = 
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Sir. Philip Jennings Clerke ſaid, he could not approve en- 
tirely of the conduct of thoſe in power, with regard to the 
King's Bench priſon, which might have been preſerved from 
the flames, had due attention been paid to the intelligence 
which he gave to Lord Amherſt, and others. He had given 
them warning of what was intended in full time for the 
ſafety both of the King's Bench, and Surry Bridewell. He 
had gone to the King's Bench in the morning, and was told 
by the marſhal, (who was moving his goods) that the pri- 
ſon was to be burnt that night---and that a clerk of Mr, 
Thrale's told him, that their houſe would be burnt that 
night, unlefs he could procure a guard for its protection. 
Theſe things he told to Lord Amherſt, and other Lords, 
and alſo to the Secretary at War, at twelve o'clock in the 
forenoon, and yet no guard was ſent till nine o'clock in 
= — which juſt came in time to ſave Mr. Thralc's 

ouſe. ; 

Mr. Wilkes ſaid, that if proper care had been taken in the 
city by the firſt magiſtrate, the miſchiefs done there might 
have been prevented, 

Mr. Tetonſberd ſaid, that if proper care had been taken 
in time, the miſchief that had been done might have been 
prevented. He aſked, why no care was taken to preſerve 
the ambaſſador's chapel? Hoped the private loffes of indi- 


viduals would be made up to them by that government, 


Mr. Fox. 


Mr | Taz. 
bridge. 


Mr, Witkes. 


whole duty it was to have protected their property. 

Mr. Fox aſcribed all the diſaſters that had happened to 
the ſupineneſs of the magiſtrates. 
-- The addreſs was agreed to, 

Mr. Sawbridze preſented a petition from the city, praying 
for a repeal of the bill granting relief and indulgence to 
Papiſts. 0 | 

Mr, FF ilkes oppoſed the petition, It was procured clan- 
deſtinely. It was moved in common council, after moſt of 
the members, in the belief that all buſineſs was over, had 
gone home. Alderman Bull had taken no pains to quell the 
rioters; but had, on the contrary, ſuffered all the conſtables 


of his ward to wear the enſigns of riot in their hats, and 


Mr . Bull, 


that he went from the Houſe of Commons, arm in arm, 
with the great inſtigator of the tumults, meaning Lord 
George Gordon. | 

Mr. Bull ſaid, it was true the conſtables of his ward had 
worn blue cockades, but he had made four of them take 


them out, The petition was preſented, 
: Lord 
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acquaint this Houſe, that his Majeſty has cauſed - the 
right honourable Lord George Gordon, a member of 
this Houſe, to be apprehended and committed for high 
treaſon.” | 

A motion was then made, “ That an humble addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the 
thanks of this Houſe, for communicating the reaſons for 


which the right honourable the Lord George Gordon, - 


a member of this Houſe, was apprehended and com- 
mitted.” The ſame was ordered to be preſented to his 
Majeſty by ſuch of the members as were privy coun- 
ſellors. 

The Houſe reſolved into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
on the petitions againſt the act of the 18th of his preſent 
Majeſty, for repealing the act of 11th and 12th of King 
William III. impoſing penalties on the Papiſts, when, 
Mr, Ellis being voted to the chair, Lord Beauchamp 
began a ſpeech, which it was underſtood was to be in- 
troduftory to certain declarations reſpecting the act in 
queſtion, 


he ha 
ſet of reſolutions, uſeleſs and unneceſſary, and ſome of 
them ridiculous; aſſerting truiſins, and that black was not 
white, which all the world knew already; that he there- 
fore ſubmitted it to the Houſe, whether the more regular 


and proper way would not be to go into the proof of ſuch 


allegations as were contained in the reſpective petitions ; 
he wiſhed it the rather, becauſe he had juſt ſeen ſome of 
his conſtituents in the lobby, for the firſt time on this buſi- 


neſs, who had authoriſed him to inform the Houſe, that 


they were ready with evidence in ſupport of ſuch allega- 
tions, to prove the increaſe of Popiſh ſchools, ſeminaries, 
and chapels, and in particular to prove, that a Popiſh 
chapel, which before the act would hold 150 or 200 per- 
ſons, had been ſo increaſed as to receive 3000, and that 
they could prove 2000 perſons had been aſſembled at a 
time ;—and he was going on, when he was called to 
order by 


725 
Lord North ſaid, “ I am commanded by his Majeſty to Lord Worths 


* 


Sir Foſeph Mawbey ſuddenly roſe to order, and ſaid, that sir 5% % 
i heard his Lordſhip meant to offer to the Houſe a Mawby. 


Mr. Montagu, who contended, that Lord Beauchamp WAS Mr. Moe 


firſt pointed to, and therefore had a right to proceed without rage. 


interruption, 
3 Lord 
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Len Beau. Lord Beauchamp inſiſted upon his right to proceed, as the 
champ. petitions did not contain a word of deſire of being heard by 
themſelves or counſel. 
Sir vp Sir Foſeph Mawbey contended, he was in order to ſubmit to 
Raug. the Houſe his objections to the manner of proceeding, though 
it was true, that no defire is expreſſed in the petitions of be- 
ing heard by themſelves or counſel, yet they contained ſeve- 
ral allegations of fact, and that he thought thoſe facts ought 
to be proved; the pctitioners theinſelves were ready to prove 
them, and unleſs the truth of the allegations was admitted 
univerſally, he thought evidence ought to be called in. 
Bir Gewge Sir George Savile ſaid, he was fully of opinion an opportu- 
Sui. nity ſhould be given, at ſome time or other, at leaſt, to 
rove the facts; for if it was true that ſchools and ſeminaries 
had increaſed, he thought ſome ſteps ſhould be taken about 
| them. | ; 
Lord Bran. Lord Beauchamp then made a ſpeech of conſiderable length; 
6bazp. ſtated the pains which had been taken to miſrepreſent the act 
in queſtion : the pulpit had been employed, and miniſters, 
forgetting their Chriſtian character, had preached againſt mo- 
deration. The extreme tenderneſs of the Houſe and readi- 
neſs to receive even ill - founded. complaints, had led it to ac- 
cept the petitions of 85 ſocieties at Glaſgow, though the 
noble Lord who repreſented that city had declared he knew 
nothing of ſuch ſocieties ; that, in truth, they were no other 
than little alehouſe clubs: that the petitioners had ſtated, 
they had no opportunity of reſiſting the bill in its progreſs 
through the Houſe ; that, indeed, the propoſition for the 
relief of the cruel reſtrictions and heavy penalties they were 


ſubjected to, had met with little or no oppoſition, and there- 


fore its progreſs through the Houſe had been quick, as is 
uſual in bills unoppoſed ; that when it was thought proper to 
apply for relief, the head of the church had been conſulted, 
who had no objection to it: that the act of King William 
had been obtained againſt the wiſhes of that King, and he 
quoted Biſhop Burnet's account thereof: that the repeal had 
laid the foundation of toleration in Ireland; that civil and 
religious liberty go together; that the bill, laying a foun- 
dation for the acquiſition of landed property, ought to give 
no alarm; the Papiſts were double taxed to the land tax ; 
that in a ſubſequent fefſion he had moved for a repeal of ſuch 
double tax, which he thought improper, though he had 
not ſucceeded, | 


That 


0 
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That the complaint about ſchools and ſeminaries was ill- 
founded; that the two principal popiſh ſchools would not re- 
ceive the children of Proteſtants ; but if ſuch proceedings 
really exiſt in any conſiderable degree, it may be proper to 
made a new law. He could not ſee how Proteftants, as 
ſtated in the petition, were in danger of incurring the guilt 
of perjury, any more than by toleration of Quakers; and 
he did not think it right to call upon the Catholic to renounce 
the ſpirituals of his religion, after he had taken an oath to 


the ſtate, He then read five reſolutions, and moved the 
firſt, 


725 


Mr. Ambler ftated that he had originally objected to the Mr. 4 


bill ; he was a friend to toleration, and averſe to all perſecu— 
tion, but he 1 N the bill went too far; popery ought to 
be guarded againſt; the inhumanity of permitting a ſon to 
deprive a father of his eſtate on the ſcore of religion ought 
not to be enforced. The courts of law, judges, juries, and 
counſel on both fides, always endcayoured to prevent ſuch 
perſecution, and relaxed the law as much as poſſible ; but he 
thought they ought not to purchaſe more lands than they had 
already; they might veſt their money in the ſtocks, and in. 
mortgages, and they ought not to be permitted to open 
ſchools. Popery was intolerant, and he ſhould therefore 
heartily be for a repeal, in part at leaſt, of the late act; and 
he thought ſome enquiry cught to have been made into the 
riots at Edinburgh. . 


Lord North approved of the act, though he was not the Lord Ne 


original mover of it. He would attend to petitions, but. 
would not give way to them when made in ſuch a manner, 
and after ſuch violences, becauſe it would give encourage-, 
ment to future claims; he would decide on the bill on its own 
merits : it had been miſrepreſented ; it was not likely to bring 


on a dangerous toleration, much leſs an eftabuſhment of po- 


pery. Could any man think impriſonment for life proper, 


for ſaying maſs? And yet Malony, an Iriſh prieſt, had been 
ſo ſentenced, who had not gone about making proſelytes ; he 
had recommended it to the King to pardon him, and he was 
releaſed after lying in priſon a year and a half, If you de- 
prive the Papiſts from purchaſing land, you take one pur- 
chaſer out of the market, and hurt thereby property. As to 
influence, he thought that nothing, no additional influence 
would be created : the Papiſt muſt have property, before he 
could purchaſe, and that property would always give influ- 
ence, He would oppole the repeal on the ſcore of policy; it 

| | Was 
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was impolitic to continue xeſtraints of the ſort impoſed b 
the act of King William— there was a. 192 el 
ambition, and mag Jo the various pro efſigns, rhick, were of 
great importance: Popery was on the = A the revo- 
lution; nay, it had declined within the laſt twenty years, which 
would appear, among other inſtances, by the — — there 
282 Jacobites now, and few peers profeſſed the Catholic 
religion. as. 
Sir George Savile (aid, he was againſt proceedipg, While 
there was a mob at the door; be thought, the petitions from 
the meaneſt of the people ought ta have due weight. in that 
Houle ; and whether the erghty-five ſocieties at Glaſgow were 
an incorporation, or only clubs of men meeting, at, little 
alehouſes, they had a right to apply to Parliament, ſtating 
their grievances or apprehenſions, and Parliament were bound 
to receive and enquire into them. On the preſent ſubject, it 
might be proper to enquire of perſons bell acquainted. with 
the ſubject; if it ſhould appear, that many, of the clergy 
had figned the petition, and thought proteſtantiſm in danger, 
it might deſerve very ſerious conſideration, which ought to 
be given in a degree, at leaſt, coming from any quarter; he 
thought Papiſts ought to have perfect ſecurity in the enyoy- 
ment of their properties; and the degree of danger ariſing 
from their making new uche ought to be the meaſure 
of BOY reines reſpecting ſuch new acquiſition—an en- 
joyment 0 
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land would take from their connection with ſo- 
reiga lands; every man loyed. ſome, ſmall domicele around 
him—it might be thought hard not to permit them to educate NN | 
their own children; but if Proteſtant children had been ſe- 
duced, he thought a bill ſhould be brought in to preveat ſuch 
practices; he had turned his * to that ſubject, and 
would move ſuch bill, though he not yet made up his 
mind to the title of ſuch bill. | | WC: 
Mr. Fox faid his objoction, if he had lived at the Revolu- 
tion, would have been to the Houſe of Stuart, not becauſe 
that Houſe had embraced popery, but becauſe popery had em- 
braced the Houſe of Stuart; that the latter was ſupported in 
its attempts on the liberties of the nation, by popery in ge- 
neral; there were now no ſuch dangers to be apprehended; 
the Pretender was out of the queſtion ; beſides every Papiſt 
.abjures the Pope in N before he can avail himſelf 
of indulgencies. He could not think the Popiſh religion in- 
compatible with government, nor civil liberty; becauſe, in 
looking round the world, he ſaw that in Switzerland, where 
8 | democracy 
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democracy reigned univerſally in the fulleſt manner; it flou- 
riſhed moſt in cantons of that religion, He was a friend to 
univerſal toleration, and an enemy to that narrow way 
of thinking, that made men come to Parliament, not for the 
removal of ſome great grievances themſelves felt, but to de- 
fire Parliament d ſhackle and fetter their fellow ſubjects; he 
wiſhed to know the number and fort of names to the peti- 
tions Which defired perſecution, and called upon the Houſe 
for an exerciſe of its judgment merely, inſtead of defiring 
grievances of their own to be removed. He wiſhed ro know 
who the petitioners were ? He obſerved many figned theit 
marks; and he finds that men who cannot read and write, 
find their blood fired that a Roman Catholic ſhould read and 
write, He differed in opinion from his honourable friend, 
and confeſſed he had no predilection for the ſignatures of the 
clergy 3 and he was convinced, if at the Reformation their 
opinions were to have decided, we ſhould have had no Refor- 
mation : it was not likely that men whoſe intereſts in — 
ral were againft the reform, ſhould have been eager to obtain 
it. He went through a variety of reaſons in favour of gene- 
ral toleration, and declared againſt the repeal of the bill, and 
all that tended to bridle and reſtrain conſcience; * © 
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Sir Philip Fennings Clerke then ſaid ſomething in favour of Sir Philip 


the petitions; and concluded by moving, that the chairman g 


might quit the chair, in order to report a progreſs, and to 
afford time for the reception of evidence. ; | 


Sir George Yonge ſpoke in favour of toleration ; but thought Sir Geirge 
* onge. 


ſome alteration of the law neceſſary. 


The Lord Advocate of Scotland role to juſtify Himſelf from The Lud 
the reflection made relative to the not puniſhing riots at Edin- — of 


burgh. If any neglect had been ſhewn, he alone was cul- Se 
pable; h 


e was not reſtrained by any motives of fear to him- 
ſelf, or by other improper motives : he had cauſed ſtrict en- 
quiry to be made, but he found the ringleaders had fled, and 

ere were only in cuſtody ſome of the loweſt and meaneſt of 
the rabble, againft whom he had not ſufficient evidence for 


conviction, and he was unwilling they ſhould triumph by an 


acquittal. He had promiſed to bring in a bill in favour of 
Papifts in that kingdom: he did not give over ſuch intention, 
till the Papifts themſelves defired it of him. At ſome fitter 
opportunity, he hoped, therefore, that meaſure might take 
place. He defended the late act, and declared himſelf a 
friend to general toleration. ' 8 

Vox. XVII. Azazaa Mr. 
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Mr. Spencer Mr. Spencer Stanhope ſupported the right of general tolera- 
Stanbope. tion, and he thought the act did not go far enough in favour 
of the Roman Catholics. The petitioners, he believed, were 
moſtly Methodiſts, - and the Methodiſts in general were com- 
poſed of the loweſt of the people; he was afraid the reſolu- 
tions offered would lead to a perſecution of Reit, on the 
preſent ſubſiſting laws, and would do 'miſchier, but thought, 
nevertheleſs, it might be proper to reſtrain them from edu- 

. cating proteſtant children. | A951 
Mr. Alder- NI. Alderman Bull. I riſe, Sir, to declare my moſt hearty 
man Bu!!. concurrence with the petitions from the different Proteſtant 
Aſſociations: and, Sir, I am happy in having a ſanction for 
this opinion from that corporation of which I have the honour 
to be a member, and in which there are a large number of 
my conſtituents. It gives me pleaſure to ſec, at length, a 
ſpirit of oppoſition to that encouragement which popery has 

been long receiving from the ſervants of the crown, 
_ The eitabliſhmehit of that ſanguinary and intolerant ſyſtem 
of ſuperſtition in the province of Quebec ought to have 
y Las, a general alarm throughout the nation. The deſiga 
was too evident to be miftaken. The late toleration of po- 
pery within the realm, I firmly believe, is a part of a deep 
laid miniſterial plan; a plan, which has for its objects the 
deſtruRtion of the liberties of the people, and the formation 
of an arbitrary, deſpotic government. Popery is moſt fa- 
vourable to this deſign, as paſſive obedience in the people, 
whenever the prieft chuſes to enjoin it, is, on pain of eternal 

damnation, one of its diſtinguiſhing peculiarities, 

I would not be underftood to be an advocate for perſecu- 
tion; I abhor the idea; it is not on account of any of the 
religious tenets of the Papiſts that I object to their toleration ; 
it is becauſe they cannot give any ſecurity for their civil obe- 
dience under any Proteſtant government whatever. To a 

| Proteſtant they are devoted foes ; they are bound by every 
obligation from their earlieſt infancy, to oppoſe what they 
call hereſy, and to deſtroy thoſe whom they call heretics, 
that is, to deſtroy thoſe who differ in opinion from them! 

And is this religion? No, Sir, it is prieſteraft and ſtate- 
craft; and oppoſition to a ſet of men holding ſuch horrid 
opinions is not perſecution, much leſs, religious perſecution ; 
it is common. prudence ; it is benevolence to ourſelves and 
our connections: it is ſelf-defence, and ought to be ſup- 
ported by every one who is a friend to the rights of 3 . 
| at, 


r 


6 


A. 1780. DEBATE s. 


What, Sir, was the conduct of our biſhops, and the 
clergy, in the memorable year 1745? They were then inde- 
fatigable in warning the people to beware of popery, a reli- 
wu falſely. ſo called, which had often deluged Europe in 

lood, and had at that time-for its obje&, the baniſhment of 
our good old King and his family, and the ruin of our free 
conſtitution ! And what alteration has popery. undergone 
fince ? The Pope remains ſtill ſupreme, the prieſthood is the 
ſame, and the people are as faſt held in deluſion and obedience 
as ever; yet, becauſe the court and its dependents have 
thought proper to patronize popery, the biſhops and the clergy 
are ſilent, and that religion, which not forty years ago excited 
every horror in the people, without the leaſt alteration in 
any one of its tenets, we are now perſuaded to believe is 
perſectly harmleſs, and deſerving of our countenance and ſup- 
port! An impoſition this, which may produce the moſt me- 
lancholy conſequences. 

We already bear of popiſh ſchools Being opened to teach 
the children of the poor gratis, and of prieſts and jeſuits pub- 
licly proſelyting the people to that ſyſtem which ſupplants 
moral honeſty in the world, and which tends to ſubvert the 
pov and order of ſocicty! And what may not be the un- 

appy iflue ? I fear, Sir, it may terminate in the deſpotiſm 


of the prince, and the ſlavery of the people. Thoſe numer- 


ous Proteſtants who are now applying to this Houſe, enter- 
tain the ſame apprehenſion, and they are diſcharging their 
duty to themſelves and their poſterity in beſeeching us to take 
a ſerious review of the late act in fayour of the Papiſts, and 


to relieve the minds of thoſe particularly who are under ſeru- 


ples reſpecting the oath of ſupremacy, _ 38> 
Although, Hir, through the baneful influence of the crown, 


the former petitions have been ſpurned at and trampled upon, 


I yet hope the Houſe will comply with the prayer of theſe 
petitions without delay, leſt not only the multitude lately at 
your doors, but the people at large, ſhould ſuſpect that un- 
der the ſpecious maſk of moderation and tenderneſs for 
the Papiſts, we have a deſign to facrifice the valuable 
inheritance purchaſed with the blood of our anceſtors, and 


- 


the ſecurity of the Proteſtant religion, to the ſhrine of po- 


2 Theſe are my ſentiments, which are founded upon thoſe 


moſt unequivocal of all arguments, obſeryation and expe- | 


pience, 
Aaaaaz Mr. 
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Mr. Burke, Mr. Burde reprobated the doctrines of Mr. Alderman Bull, 


and reflected upon him for bis ignorance and want of erudi- 
tion; he ſtated, that the ableſt arguments that ever were uſed, 
had that day fallen from the ableſt men, and that they were 
oppoſed by ĩgnorance: falſhood, and fanaticiſm. He was called 
to order by Sir james Lowther, who {aid he had reflected in an 
unbecoming manner on the worthy Alderman, and was devi- 
ating in an improper manner from the queſtion. After ſome 
time Mr. Burke proceeded, and ſaid, the petitions had ariſen 
from bigotry and fanaticiſm; that the church of England was 
ſtruck at, and the crown itſelf, and he would defend both 
from the attempts and malevolence of ſuch men. He went 
into a full account of the late riots; expatiated on the inhu- 
manity af the mob; that Mr. Langdale, with twelve children, 
had ſuffered to the amount of 50, ol. — he had laid in a great 
ſtock againſt the commencement of new duties — he had ſince 
been adviſed to go to Bath to relieve his mind—at his firſt 
arrival there, he. was treated with the fight of the chapel at 
chat place in flames—h2 was obliged to return to the Devizes, 
Ide inhumanity of fanatics was ſuch, that after the de- 
ſtrutction of the ſchool near the city, a petition had been pre- 
ſented, defiring the poor man, who owned it, might not have 
a leaſe of the land again to build another. He attacked the 

titioners, and he read the names of ſeveral taken from 
thence with a mark—he threw others into ridicule, and he 
quoted, in a facetious manner, the names of ſeveral women 
— not being able to read and write themſelves, theſe monſters 
were defirqus of preventing others from receiving education, 
He had been 'educated as a Procafiant of the church of Eng- 
land by a Diſſenter; he read the Bible there morning, noon, 
and night, and was the happier and better man for ſuch read- 
ing: he had afterwards turned his attention to the reading of 
all the theologicat publications, on all ſides, that were written 
with ſuch wonderful ability in the laſt and preſent century; 
and at laſt thought ſuch ſtudies tended to confound and be- 


wilder, and he dropped them, embracing and holding faſt 


the church of England. He went into a large field of rea- 
ſoning on toleration; vindicated the Papiſts from the charges 
bon againft them; and decried the haſeneſs of Payne, 


the conſtable, who, he ſaid, had gone about, trying to find 
out matter to 1ncarcerate for life, men againſt whom no com- 
plaint was made for any offence, other than ſaying their 
prayers in a language which he did not underſtand, but et 
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did. He had impriſoned Mr. Maloay, an honeſt. and in- 
offenſive man, but the humanity of the crown had releaſed 
him: he had attempted to impriſon Mr. Talbot, brother to 
the Earl of Shrewſbury, but had failed, very bappily, in 
proof. He ſtated, in a very long ſpeech, the means taken 
to bring abnut all the miſchief that had happened, and he 
faid it had happened by the zeal of wicked and abandoned 
men, who had gone about induſtriouſly miſleading poor, ig- 
norant, and deluded people; and he concluded, by moving 
a preface to the firſt motion, That much induftry had been 
uſed to miſrepreſent the intentions of Parliament, &c,” 

As ſoon as he had done, the queſtion was called for, many 
members growing impatient at the length of the debate. 
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Sir Joſepb Mawhbey roſe, and many attempting to prevent Sir J. 


his ſpeaking, he declared, that on a buſineſs of fuch impor- Maus 


tance, he would not be prevented from declaring his ſenti- 
ments; he knew how little he was qualified to entertain or 
inſtruct them; he was never long, and he would not be ſtopped 
by the illiberal conduct of any man; he claimed that right 
as much for his conſtituents as himſelf; he had a right to be 
treated as a gentleman : ſuch as diſliked ſtaying longer in the 
Houſe might depart ; but he aſſured them they might as well 
avoid note, for they would ſooner get away by it. The 
Houſe being reduced to order, Sir Joſeph en ſaid, that 
when the noble Lord | Beauchamp] opened his propofitions, 
he did it in fo cool and diſpaſſionate a manner as to afford 
him great ſatis faction: he heard him always with pleaſure, 
though he was not always convinced by his arguments. He 
hoped the ſubſequent part of the debate would have been 
conducted with equal temper and moderation, inſtead of 
which, the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, had with 
a degree of paſſion and aſperity, very unbecoming himſelf, 
and very undeſervedly, attacked the character of a very re- 
ſpectable magiſtrate who ſpoke before him, in terms not war- 
ranted by any provocation, and indefenſible altogether. He 


had attacked the honourable magiſtrate on the preceding 
night with fimilar heat, equal impropriety, and equal vio- 


lence ; nay, the ſame magiſtrate, on the preceding night, 


had alſo been attacked with as much violence, if not with 
equal paſſion, by a brother Alderman [Wilkes] in a manner 


unſupported by facts, and in a way that if they were true, 
ſhould have been uſed by any other man 1n the Houſe rathes 
than that Alderman ; becauſe the worthy magiſtrate, in times 
of diſtreſs and difficulty, had ſupported that Alderman, = 
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he thought perſonal and friendly obligations ſhould reſtrain 
him ftom undeſerved abuſe. Notwithſtanding, theſe attacks, 
he Had reaſon' to believe the worthy Alderman was as honeſt 
and as worthy 2 charater as any man in the Houſe, and, he 
had always underftocd, was fo conſi ſered by thoſe that knew 
him. heat and warmth that had ſhewn itſelf in this 
buſinels at different times, by a noble Lord now in an unfor- 
tunate and unhappy ſituation (with whom he bad no acquain- 
tance}; the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and the 
Alderman; who he did not then ſee in his place Mt. Wilkes] 
had made miny doubt who had moſt zeal, fire, or inſanity: 
ſure it was improperly brought forward on ſuch occaſions. 
With reſpe& tohimſelf, he had no connection with the Pro- 
teſtant Aﬀociztion, nor had converſed with any of them till that 
day on this buſineſs. He bad ſeen in the petition the names 
of many worthy and reſpectabſe men, enemies to riot and 
friends of order. Some of his conftituentf had that day ap- 
plied to him in the lobby, and had ſtated their deſire of offer- 
ing evidence to the Houſe in ſupport of the petitions; he was 
no bigot, and deteſted equally perſecution, and the late hor- 
rid exceſſes of men who, he believed, were not connected 
with the Proteſtant Aſſociation, but friends to plunder only: 
—he had ſigned no petition,” nor had he ever ſhewn in the 
courſe of his life, a defire to perſecute gentlemen of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion; on the contrary, he had lived in 
friendſhip with fome gentlemen of that perſuaſion, for whom 
he had great regard, and he believed with one prieſt, (though 
he never knew that mathematically) the late worthy Mr. 
Edward Southeote, his neighbour in the country; and when 
Mr. Payne, the conſtable, was ſaid to be travelling about to 
proſecute the — in private chapels, he had 
from friendſhip deſired Mr. Southcote would be ſtadious to 
avoid any thing in his conduct that might awake jealouſy, as 
it would grieve him to be under a neceffit” of procceding 
againſt him, which, as a magrſtrat-, he muſt do if informa- 
tion ſhould conte before him. None of them in his neigh- 
bourhood were double taxed. But after ſaying this, he con- 
feſſed he thought the Houſe ſhould be guarded in their con- 
duct reſpecting popery : it was a religion, he believed, into- 
lerant in itſelf, and, if uppermoſt, would perſecute others. 


They ought not to be permitted to educate proteſtant chil- 
dren; they acknowledged a foreign juriſdiction in ſpirituals, 


which might be hurtful and dangerous. | 

The noble Lord vrho opened the propoſitions, and com- 

plained that the pulpit had been employed by ſome men, for- 
getting 
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getting their Chriſtian character, to inſtigate the people; 
he did not know what the noble Lord altuded to; but if he 
meant the preachin v ra the errors of Popery's he thought 
that practice not culpable.— Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and every 
divine of the laſt and preſent age had ſo preached, and he did 
not know aclergyman of the church of Faghod. he believed, 
from whom he had not heard at ſome time or other fimilar 
diſcourſes, _ | 

The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had ſaid he was againſt 
the repeal on the ſcore of policy—if it was to reſt on that ar- 
gument it ought certainly to be repealed, Popery was in ge- 
neral believed more ſuited to deſpotiſm than any other reli- 

ion; and notwithſtanding what an honourable gentleman 
(Mr; Fox] had ſaid, in one of the beſt and moſt eloquent 
peeches he had ever heard, though in the caſe of Switzer- 
land there might be a fingle exception to the contrary, if 
we look round the world in general, we ſhould ſee popery and 
tyranny hand in hand together, In a civil view therefore, 
any great increaſe of popery muſt be dangerous, | 

A train of circumftances had led the people to believe their 

religion was in danger, Papifts, by the capitulation of 
Quebec, were to be ſuffered the free exerciſe of their reli- 
gion; but he had heard, our court had not only permitted a 
Roman catholic to exerciſe his functions there, fourteen or 
fifteen years ago, but had actually given him a ſalary. Po- 
pery was not only tolerated, but eſtabliſhed, by the exe- 
crable Quebec bill, afterwards ; a bill founded in deſpotiſm 
and tyranny, and which, in the laft Parliament, he had al- 
ways oppoſed. Theſe, and other circumſtances, had led the 
people to think it was meant to encourage it by little and 
little, till it ſhould acquire a ſtrength that might be dan- 
gerous. If it was true, what the noble Lord in the blue rib- 
bon ſaid, that popery was decreaſed fince the Revolution, and 
even within the laſt twenty years, why would not the noble 
Lord permit a ſtill further decreaſe? Why not let it quietly 
expire in this country, unleſs 1 reaſons, in his judge- 
ment, made it proper to ſpread and extend it ? He was there- 
fore clearly for a repeal of part of the late act; and he oh- 
jected, on account of the want of proof, to. Mr. Burke's 
amendment. 
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Mr. mech Arx vindicated Mr, Alderman Bull's cha- Mr. S- 
0 


racter; expre 7 

tion, civil and religious; thought the papiſts were at reſt be- 

fore, and this act would tend to encourage perſecution ; and 
| | was 


d himſelf an enemy to every kind of perſecu- Vi. 
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N 1 againſt the prefitory aniendiment propoſed by Mr. 
urke. 
* General Ro ſaid, that the other be was aftaid 
ae ſecution would be encouraged, and the rem — 
would be cnforced againſt papiſts: he had dow Atterecd his 
en, =, would vote for bt Tannen; bot 
they m ht be hindered from Rune youthe” Ye 
Mr. tin (poke a few 0 8 5.80 ſig his pillage: to 
univerſal toleration, and faid 1 Id! again a repeal of the 
act. 
e motions, five in number, were then read; and agreed 
to without a divifion, The following i is a copy "of them. 
I. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the effect 
and operation of the a&t aſſed in the ci teenth year, of the 
of his de Majeſty, 9 An act for relieving 
ſubjects profeſſing he popth religion from cer- 
hea pr f impoſed on them by an act 
. in the 7 — and twelfth — of the reign of King 
William the Third, intituled, an act for the further preventin 
the growth of 'popery,” have been miſrepreſented and mil. 
underſtood. | 
2. That i it is the opinion of this committee, that the faid 
act, paſſed in the eighteenth year of the reign of his preſent 
Majeſty, does not repeal or alter, or in any manger invalidate 
or render ineffectual, the ſcyeral ſtatutes made to prohibit the 
exerciſe. of the-popiſh.r religion, previous to the ſtatute of the 
eleventh and twelfth. years of King William the Third. 
That ĩt is che opinion of chis committee, that no eccle - 
5 or ſpiritual juriſdiction or authority is given, by the 
ſaid act of the, eighteenth year of the reign of his preſent 
Majcfty, to the Pope or the See of Rome. 
„ 4. That it is the opinion of this committee, that this 
Houſe- does, and ever will, watch over the intereſts of the 
proteſtant religion with the moſt unremitted attention; and 
that all attempts to ſeduce the youth of this kingdom from the 
eſtabliſhed church to popery, are highly criminal ace to 
the laws in force, — are à proper ſubje& of further reg 
tion. N. 
F. That it is he opinion of this committee, that all 


2 to diſquiet the minds of the people, b ge 
A noe no o 


Mr. Martin. 


8 with the ſafety, or ate: 5 to 
$ principles of the proteſtant religion, have a manifeſt ten- 

acy to diſturb the public peace, to break the union neceſ- 
fary at this _ to bring diſhonour on the national cha- 
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raQter, to it the proteſtant in the eyes of other 
nations, and to.furniſh occaſion, for the renewal of the perſe- 
Eution of our t brethren in other countries. 


* moved he directed by the committee si: 
e ve * 5 bi to ſecure the — 


1 be given pa bring i N 2 
in reat titain any 
of popery, by more effectually reftraining papiſts, 0 or perſons 
profeſſing the 1 religion, from teach upon 
themlelves the e eaten or government 2 prey of 
proteſtants. 725 reed to. 
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Sir Philip 7 ry « Clerke ſaid. it was not the complaint of sir PB 


the e that the ant $. ſhould educate their own chil- 
dren in their ſchools; but they bribed and ſeduced the. chil- 
2 of n He pr ic Han to the aſſertion of Lord 

at the proteſtant preachers, had influenced the 


minds of Won. "He aid it was the firſt time he had ever heard 


it imputed 4 the church of England as a crime, that they had 
preached aga He thought it was much better for 
the — 1 of rf 6 church to declaim againſt popery, than 
to politics, or write Morning Poſts, He moved that 
the committee be adjourned to give the Proteſtant Aſſociation 
opportunity to prove their allegations at the bar. This mo- 
tion r, on account of the clamour, he withdrew, 

. 


Neo debate. 
June 22. 


| Order of the day to receive the report of Mr. Strutt's qua- 
lication, Aber x ſhort debate the divided, for it 42, 
againft it 47. So the bill was loft. The following is « 


Ri 
dle, that members ſhall be, 


he bill my N ! 
. ive qualifieations, it then 
it the Rb Jo Anne, and of the 
Bust II. ſhall be repealed from and after che deter- 
ination of the preſent Parliament; and next enacts that from 
by nag he the qualifications of members ſhall be 6891, a year, 
freebold or copyhold for life, &c. for every knight of 
the hire 3 and 300l. a year in like manner for every citizen, 
burgeſs, or baron ws the Cinque Ports, and in caſe any perſon 
elected and teturned to ſerve in — 8 2 — 4 the 
ſhire, or as a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the Cinque Ports, 
ſhall not at the time of his election or return be . ſeized'of or 
entitled to eſtate in lande, tenements, — — bis 
eſeQion and retarn ſhall'be void, | N te” 
Vol. XVII. Bb v It 
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It provides, that no perſon ſhall be deemed to be qualified 
by virtue of any mortgage, unleſs he ſhall have been in poſ- 
ſeſſion vf the Arge preciifes for feven years previous, to 
his election: 

It then enacts, that every perſon wh after the determina- 
tion of this preſent Parliantete. ſhall appear as a candidate, or 
ſhall be propoſed to be elected to ſerve as à member of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſhall; upon reaſogable requeſt to be 
made (at the time df ſucti cjection, or before the day. for the 
meeting of the Parliament) by any other perſon who ſhall ſtand 
candidate, or by any two perſons haying right to vote at ſuch 


election deliver in a particular of the ands, tenements, 


. ahd Hereditamtents, by which he ſhall be ſo qualified 10 f ſerve 
in Parliament as aforeſaid: 


It alſo enacts, that after che PET TRY of the preſent 
Parliament; every perſon who ſnall be elected a member ſhall, 
— prefiraes 4 to vote op Houſe of Commons, or ſit 

any debate, their Speaker is choſen, pro- 


| duce and deliver to the clerk of the Houſe, at the table, hilt 


the Houſe is fitting,” a paper or ſchetule, ſigned by every ſuch 
member, containing the name of the patilh, c, and allo of 
the county, in which the lands, tenements, or ellen 
lie, together with the perſons who ſhall be renants,, or in the 
poſſcthow or occupation therebf, whereby” he makes but his 
alification, deelaring the ſafe to be of the annual value of 
fix hundred pounds above reprizes, if a knight of the ire; 
and of the annual value of three hundred pounds above re- 
prizes, if a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of the Cinque Ports; 
and the ſaid papers or ſehedules, ſo figned and delivered in to 
the clerk; ſhall be filed and Earefully k ept by him ; which 
papers or ſchedules ſhall be fairly copied aeg a book, which 
the cletk: of the Houſe ſhall provide for that urpoſe, with 3 
reference to the papers or ſchedules; and ſuch book ſhall be 
carefully kept for the peruſal of the members of the Houſe. 
It recites, the meaning of this act to be, that the members 
of the Houſe ſhould: not only be poſſeſſed of ſuch ualifica- 


tion, at the time of their wor but ſhould continue inthe 


poſſeſſion thereof, or of lands equivalent thereto, during all 
the time they fit in the Houſe; and recites, it may be conye- 
nient not to prohibit the ſale of ſuchlands, or any 75 — 
ſo delivered in to the clerk of the Houſe. 

It enacts therefore, That it hall be lawful for a Nag 
aß the Houſe, as often as he ſhall think proper 


dottbeclerk, à new: ſchedule of his erh to 755 


and Nr before mentioned. 721 
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It alſo enzAs, that if any perſon, elected to ſerve in any ie: 
ture Parliament, ſhall fit and vote as a member of that H | 
ore he has delivered | in his ſchedule, the ſeat of ſuch —— 
ber ſhall bg declared void, and a new writ ſhall be iſſued, and 


ſuch member afl forfeit for « every day he ſhall fo ſit or vote, 


fifty pounds, one moiety to the perſon who ſhall ſue, for, the 
ſame, and another moiety to the goyernors of Chriſt's e 
tal, for the benefit of the ſaid hoſpital, to be recovered 1 
tion, ot information, i in any of his Majeſty's courts at 

min er, Wi! 

It further enafty, That j in caſe any action ſhall be TER 
in purſuance of this act, againſt any member of the Houſe cf, 
Commons, the clerk of the Houſe ſhall, upon demand, deliver; 
an atteſted copy, ſigned by himſelf, of the ſchedule delivered. 
to him by ſuch member, to the plaintiff or proſecutor, or his 
attorney, paying them ten ſhillings for the ſame ; which be- 
ing ores a true cp, ſhall be admitted as evidence upon 
the tris Nb 

lt enacts, that opon the trial, no lands or tenements, which: 
ate hot contained in ſuch firſt ſchedule, ſhall be . as 
any part of his qualification. 

With a proviſo, that nothing contained in this 20 ſhall 
extend to any perſon who ſhall at the time of his election be 
the eldeſt ſon of any peer, or any perſon qualified to ſerve as 
a knight of a ſhire, or to the members for either of the uni- 
yerſities, or to the members for Scotland, 

There is a proviſo for limiting the time of Wisi 
to ſix months after the 7 0 2 of the offence. 8 

It then recites, other acts of Parliament have been made 
reſpecting the qualifications of members to ſerve in Perlia- 
ment ; and therefore enacts, that all ſuch acts, and every 
thing therein contained, ſhall be conſtrued to relate to ſuch 
quali fication as is ſettled by this act. | 

une 


Sir Gierge Savile preſented his bil to reſtrain Roman Catho- Sir G 
licks from ooting the children of Proteſtants. Is was Savile. 


read, No debate. Adjourned to the 26th. ines 
June 26. 

The bill was read a ſecond time, and a motion being mule 

for the Speaker to leave the chair, in order to go into a com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe on the ſaid bill, 
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Sir J Ja 225 Mawbey ſaid, before the Houſe ne itſelf Ins Sir Foleph 


to the ſa 
ſame bill. He then ſtated that ſome of his conſtituents! had 
deſired him on a former day to advertiſe the Houſe, that they 

B bbb 2 were 


committee, he wiſhed to ſay a few words on the e. 
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adduce witneſſes in ſupport of —— 
e inthe pin Fo zen of | the 2 Aſſociation, and now 
0 acquaint the Houſe, that! witneſſes attended in the 
715 to prove every uch allegation... i LaQ.2:tyod-elsfii £ 
He was furs the worthy. and reſpectable gentleman, his 
; bong dle frien he hoped to be permitted to call him, bad 
y, brought in the preſent 0nd, former bill, from the 
a motives; he had alway s proved. himſelf a friend to to- 
pu 25 well as to civil liberty from the maſt liberal and 
_ praiſe worthy motives, he had. 9 than once attempted to 
unfetter the diſſenting clergy from ———— for 
tthat purpoſe have been carried through th Houſe, but as they 
were not upported by adminiſtration, a majority of Caurt 
| Lords, and almoſt all'the Biſhops had rejected them: in the 
other Houſe 15 Parliament. The bill in favour of papiſts 
was ſupported by adminiſtration, and in conſequence was not 
ſed in the 5 — Houſe; and though in the ſubſequent 
25 255 honourable gentleman's bill in favour of the diſ- 
fromthe lergy had pailed, he was himſelf firmly - perſuaded, 
ection given to Popery, it would have been a- 
ed, unleſs the papiſt has 98 releaſed from the 
EY of 1 50 8 and 12th of Kiog Will 
He had his doubts of the propriety 0 0 the preſent bill; x 
cauſe, under the idea of b confinin 10g Papiſts from educating the 
children of proteſtants, he was , by.implication. at leaſt, 
it might take off the reſtrictions contained i in an act of che 
23d of Queen Elizabeth, which fubjects ſuch as ſhould keep 
: er maintain popiſh. ſchool-maſters;to a penalty of. 10l. per 
month, and ſuch ſchool-maſters themſelves, unleſs licenced 
the biſhop of he dioceſe, to a year's imptiſonment. If 
is was meant, why not ſay ſo in dire terms? If the bill, 
57 ſuch reſtraining rom the education of proteſtants, would 
5 virtually authorize them to keep ſchools for all other pur- 
oles, which he feared would be the conſtruction put upon; it, 
| ben perſuaded inſtead of allaying the preſent diſcontents 
it would increaſe them, Whatever might be ſaid of 
1215 being miſled Naber! interpretation of the late act, be 
believed it © ould be faid of only a few : there were among the 
petitioners. men of knowledge, "ability, and learning, and he 
t the alarm againſt the , increaſe of popery in 'conſe- 
. quence of that act, bad taken deeper root than man gentle- 
l 125 ined; all deſcriptions of men, he found, * loud 
policy ef the act; becauſe, though none, 222 
We indeed, with perſecution, they thought the papiſts 
1. Rothing | to compjaly of before; every thing was n my 
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5 they had conſtrued the relaxation of the penal laws into a full 
4 toleration; not leſs than thirty-three ſchools were ſince eſta - 
. bliſhed in the neighbourhood of London; many new chapels 
and maſs-houſes had been o in different parts of the-king- 
5 domi that he thought if the papiſts held the tenets of pai- 
d five obedience and noni reſiſtance, it wat 2 dangerous and 
8 danmable opinion in this free country; our government at 
- at preſent was built on other principles, and he thought any 
d conſiderable increaſe of popery might be dangerous in a civil 
0 view, more eſpecially as they fubmitted in Fiiruals to a fo- 
Ir Ion an imperinm in imperio bighty improper.';* 
y Mr. Ambler faid,” the repeal of the two clauſes in the act of Mr. Anbler, 
rt King William will not be endured; eſpecially when he heard | 
„ gentleman fay in the Honſe, he thought there could be ho 
ts 'objeCftion to admit them to a participation of offices; he 
ot thought the preſent bill would not give fatisfaction to the pe- 
nt ritjoziers, 60,000 of whom had figned the various petitions, 
i and amongſt them were many men of faſhion and ſober tem- 
d, per. He could not think the giving way to the deſires of ſo 
a- large a body of people was to be conſidered as any humiliation; 
he that act, paſſed three years ago, does not authorize the keeping 
ublic ſchools : this, by implic ion, would tend to remove 
e · . reſtraints, and legalize the papiſt to keep open à pub- 
he lie ſchool. © They thought that © charity covered a multitude 
ſt, of fins,” and they would take pains to ſeduce ae child- 
he ren; it was a part of their religion: 32 ſchools were already 


ep ſt up fince the paſſing of the act. "He bad ſeen à lift of 
per | them, and the truth of the lift the petitioners were prepated 


ed to prove; the Roman Catholics had rid faſt indeed, in two 
If years. This bill certainly authorizes papiſts to keep ſchools; 
ill, proofs axe ready of proteſtant children being ſolicited for edu- 
uld cation by the papiſts; money has been offered for that purpoſe, 
ur- and in ſome caſes actually given. As to the penalty lid on 
it, proteſtant parents, it would anſwer no good purpoſes; they 
ts were uſually poor whoſe children where to ſought after, and 
0 it might 2 the parents theinſelvęs to turn papiſts to avoid 


he the penalty; the bill therefore he could not approve. 
Sir George Savile ſaid, if there was any Wer in the ob- Sir Gerge 

he jection taken by the learned gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and Sevile. 
bs honourable friend who ſpoke before him, in this act's re- 

tle- pealing former acts of reſtraint on popith ſchool-maſters; be 
thought it might deſerve very grave and ſerious confilletativn; 

* be believed the objection not founded in point of la, he 

had thought the offer of proofs was not well timed—exvery gentle- 

and man would fee the difficulty of drawing a bill to regulite That 

l whic 
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Lord Bran- Lord Beauchamp Jon Sir George's Savile's moving Ati 
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teaching, and not lodging and boarditi 


PARLIAMENTARY A 1780. 
whictvoupht not to be tolerated at all Lforther reſtfaints Were 
not taken away, and that all barriets Again ſt poperꝶ Wert riot”: 
removed, was certain, for a liſt ha 4 — . 167 NE, or | 
guinary a nature; that Hebody thought they ffiould been forced 
—he had had a "Fiſt of popith ſchobls en him 'by A. Mr. 
Swaine; a ptoteſtant teacher: this is nbt's proper 7 . $5, 
into exataination,” bur if true, they prove the Ftrrofs of Tome | 
regulations; further reftraints'ought to bd Pin if de caſes” 


* 


exiſt. ' The bill ſays, they ſhall not take upor tHetſetves the 


education of proteſtant children; it exenipts from. pcnalty 
muſic- maſters, damting-maſters, fenein ang ang Maſters, 

F e had prepared fofne, 
new elauſes; which he meant to offer to the coramitte. 
Tha ſpeaker after this left the chair, afid Mr. Ellis took the” 
chair of the committee of the whole Houſe, OE 
amendment to prevent papiſts from taking -proteftant chil- 
dren apprentice] ſaid, he objected to that amendment, as a re- 
ſtraint upon trade and commerce, and, if meant to be abided 
by, would ſtrongly oppoſe it. The honourable Baronet oper 


the way had thrown his objections to the bill, as it Jegalized 


the opening of Roman Cathotic ſchools; and ſome gentlemen, 
ſeemed to think it was n indulgence if they took upon 
them to educate the children of their own m7 Wau as to 
their educating proteſtants, he had conſulted all the catholic 
gentlemen, with very many of whom he was 1 neg and 
they had aſſured him on their honour, they had made ſtrick 
enquiry, and had no fort of knowledge of any ſuch prackice; 
there is not a ſingle ſchool in the neighbourhood of London, 
where enquiries have not been made; the books of ſuch "1s 
are maintaiced by ſubſcription have been examined, and nat a 
ſingle proteſtant boy, and only one girl has been received there 
—hehimſelf had inſpected the rules of the Roman Catholic 
ſchool in Moorfields, and one of the firſt of them is, not to 
receive the children of proteſtants; nay, ohe boy had been re- 
jected on that ground. A parliamentary enquiry is impro- 
per; it will ſubject every ſchool- maſter to penalties that may 
be levied againſt him, pl | 
report. The amendment propoſed tends to disjoin perſohy 
living under the fame government—every blackſmith, who 
takes a child apprentice, is ſuppoſed improperly to have influ- 
ence over the mind of his apprentice : you might as well ay, 
he ſhall not marry a proteſtant. He did not admire the ſpirit 
and temper of the preſent act, but if it will quiet the pre- 
hetiſions of people, will conſent to it. a 
W 4 The 


ſpecially coming undera parliamentary 
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The learned gentleman ſuppoſes it will repeal the act of 
Queen Elizabeth — he was ſurprized at that, becauſe no act 
was rępealed, unleſs particularly ſo exprefſed—all the laws 
againſt papiſts were rather accumulative, and this would be ſuch . 
it ought to be confined to the ſingle purpoſe of education, 
and not to interfere with commercial intercourſe No popiſh 
blackſmith, or ſhoemaker, is at preſent prevented from tak- 
ing a proteſtant apprentice, and he thought they ought not ta 
be prevented. 3 57 
Mr. Baker ſaid, the noble Lord in his act of enquiries into Mr. Bakers 
the rules of popith ſchools, had alluded, to converſation and 
examination not in the Honſe. It was true a boy had been re- 
jected in one of thoſe ſchools, becauſe a proteſtant, and it 
did ſo appear hy an entry made in their books; but then the 
Houſe ſhould know, that ſuch entry was made only on the ſe- 
cond day of April laſt, after all the ſtir and clamour had been 
made againſt them, and being ſo recent and occaſional, in his 
mind, rather made againſt than for the practice contended 
for in ſuch ſchool. The original ſchool had been eſtabliſhed 
ever ſince 1762, but it had been formed and much increaſed 
from; ſcattered ſemiparies about two years ago; it might be 
made on purpoſe to guard againſt the effects of the petitions; 
there was no other inſtance of a ſimilar entry, although the 

ſter ſaid, he himſelf had taken upon him to reject ſeveral 
offer children of the proteſtant religion. 11e 

Mr. Burke was ſorry for the credulity of the age and coun- Mr. Berta. 
try in which he liyed: he himſelf had been obliged to enquire, 
though the onus properly lay on ſuch as brought the charge; 
evidence of the His complained of there was none; no ac- 
cuſers, ſtand forth; they had been obliged to enquire and exa- 
mine minutely where every ſchool lay, boys and girls; none 
of them received the children of the proteſtant parents; and 
this had been done to quiet the minds of a ſet of men, who 
have no poſlibility of being ſatisfied; but as theſe reports had 
operated on better minds than their own, he thought it right 
to give information. 55 

He had obſerved the words ſeminary and ſeminaries had been 
uſed by theſe people indiſcriminately; in the proper ſignifiea- 
. tion of them (foundations for the inſtruction of youth, or 
colleges, or inſtitutions for orders) there were none ſuch in 
England: he was ſorry for it, becauſe he was ſure men had 
better be ſo bred in in than in France, Flanders, or 
Spain ; there were no ſchools teaching, liberal ſcience, or 
glaſſics, not one that had any foundation. There was. one in 
Hertfofdſhlre, which was ſupplied. with boys chiefly. fr 
„ ao 8 Weſtminſter. 


* 


» gz TV e r 
* 


V 209K 


* 


744 


eee K. 7760. 


and had been of 16 years 
edly been ſands jo RE be bat fn to ave are 
It was ſupplied by two prieſts and two lay ts, 4 
four · fiſths of the boys were educated i For buſineſs. There 
2 fo n fome 
ugh ages, but it had no foundation: A 
3 of Aeg, Tal Stourton, had maintained uſu- 
ally 12 bony at ſchool. He Tad a liſt of them; none were 
che children of proteſtants. There are now but 95 
ſametimes 12; and the ſuggeſtion of their taking > Mo 
children was not founded in truth; one ſchool was at 
Hammerſmith; one in another place; and one or two more 
had dropped : in London he was not able to find any board- 
-ſchool at all, nor in the northern s of En itr 
mberland, Northumberland, and thoſe parts, except one 
that had been ſet up by a houſe - painter, the better to procure 
a living. As to day-ſchools, they were never the objects of 
jeal - there had indeed been brought to town ſeveral little 
ſchools which had been conſolidated into larger; one of this 
— in the neighbourhood of Bloomſbury, aricther in the 
ories; and they may be traced hy the fires: the maſter of 
6ne of thethi bad es 81 boys will 26 girls, though the latter 
were now reduced to 15, and he had refuſed to teach the 
children of near proteſtant neighbours: they teach, what all 
men of liberal education may know, the the Doway catechiſm. 
There was, indeed, another ſchool in the Minories, the ma- 
ſter of which wat terrified and had run mad, of which he 
had no accounts, and there was not a fingle boarding-ſchool 
exiſting in London, 
i-/There were ſeveral day ſchools, one of good character and 
eſtimation; a proteſtant had been employed at one time to 
teach there, -and all teach the catheciſm CD of 
and-there was not a prieſt among them teach 
7 the little rudiments of grammar. 
ord Arundel of Wardour had, indeed, a little ſchool in 
his own neighbourhood, where were ont day ſcholars, about 
forty in all, and the noble Lord in letter (which he 
read) had aſſured, that no boarders are or ever were ad- 
4. there were only two inſtances of proteſtant _ 
den taaght, they were his own tenants, and were 
the catechiſm of dhe church of England ; children edyexted 
in ſchools were decreaſed from 355 to 350, and in theſame 
Proportion the Roman catholic religion was diminiſhing ; in 
many 
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many. places a prieſt cannot be got for thirty or thirty- five 
— oma, due ch a fatary, Which was the moſt 
they in genera — „gave poor encouragement. 
Ter Sens great tit 1 Flad Rom e Allet, who 
do almoſt all the labour of the metropolis; and he thought 
they ſhould have ſome. place where they may &dueate their 
children, The ſtory of burying children, he was perſuaded, 
A from ſimilar practices in Ireland. He did not 
with to haye opened his ſentiments on this ſubject, but he 
could not now avoid it. There are proteſtant charter ſchools in 
Ireland eftabliſhed, and money is voted and granted every 
year. by the Parliament there, to maintain them: the * 
and the crown recommend, and they buy none but the chil- 
dren of papiſts: — it may be 4 an ſo far; but when children 
are taken or bought, they are ſent from north to ſouth, from 
eaſt to weſt, their names changed, and the ties of affinit 
are. ſnapped and broken aſunder ; we ſecrete ourſelves, 401 
et complain of others doing that which cannot be proved. 
This bloc and blemiſh ſhould never have been mentioned 
if he had not been forced to it; he quoted the opinion of 
Thomas Aquinas, in the 42th century, againſt breaking the 
law of nature, and he contended, that the parent had full 
right to diſpoſe of the education of the child, and fajd 
the, 13 of the 12th century riſes againſt: the light of 
the 18th, T er S 
There were, he ſaid, 50,000 proteſtant children maintain- 
ed at Choal in this town, and yet we were afraid' of @ 
miſerable charity ſchool of papiſts. The reports originate@ 
trom the looſe ſuggeſtions. of mean and baſe men, many 
of them were falſe, He was now given to underſtand they 
would not be ſatisfied ; why then, in God's name, go on 
with the bill ? The petitioners had formidable names, and 
formidable hands; they did not petition till. the ad of June, 
and this was the 26th, and yet no evidence was offered tilt 
this day: he-wiſhed them to come, he wanted to ſee thoſe 
men who were calumuiators, and he wanted 1 
names. r „ e aber bp 
He ſa no objection to ſhutting, up boatding ſchoole 
from educating proteſtants, but objected to including aps 
prentices. de . ene, as taten ban (an 


Sir Henry Lug hron ſaid. be lived in a country where many of Sir Herry 


* 


his neighbours, many of his tenants, an N b 
N he never heard of any complaint of their tak 
eee e eee 
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ing apprentices, and thought © the 2 amendment propof ropoled' im- 
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Nie IS - "Sir: Yoſepb Mirubey faid; che kohdurable  pertieman who 


ſpoke laſt hut one, had complaingdiof the late day of prefem- 
4 25 the petition g of no evidence having beet! offered till 
J nnd of his' with te ſee the faces, and know the 
names —. theiperſony wem he as deſeribed, with fohhe vi- 
rolence; [as calummators and fulſiſiers of truth for his own 
party his knowledge of them in general was tecem g but 
ne among them he knew 1 and reſpectable 
menu; be had Teen two men on Saturday, for the firſt time, 
ehe bf Whetb was a Mr. Swain, who had ſaved the life (2s 
de was icfermed) of the worthy chairman, I Mr; Ellis] 
and was a ſchochEmaſter; the other was Mr. Fiſher, who 
ſald he was a ſreretary to the Proteſtant Aſſociation; and had 
been hondurably diſcharged after being taken op und put in 
he Tower Theſe men had put into his hands aceounts of 
ſehools eſtabliſhed ſince the act, differing widely from the 
axcount of the hogourable gentlemen : the committee, un- 
der —— acted, were in the lobby, and 
were ready to prove, by indubitable evidencey/ all _ wad 
Aeg in petition. . 221. 
r to che reaſons thine Induced. a- delay of pre- 
ſenti ion, he was not informed” of them; this 
was © he firlttime proofs had been offered; feom the 
Giſt — of the petitioners to him, amongſt whom 
were many of his conſtituents, though he hemfelf had not 
Hgded,' dad he had offered in their names to bring the proofs 
ards, and this he did a'week ago. The adjournment of 
che. Houſe pipbably prevented au earlier offer; they were 
Peaceable and quiet men, 'deteſtingy with himſelf, the |infer- 
Har practices of a mob,” whom plunder alone had infti 
46\th6-Gihmifhoir fats diſgraceful -to humanity he had 
8 — yroaffert; that not à fingle ſubſeriber to theis peri- 
6h 1k deen found amongſt the rioters; the” 
againſt whom, in particular, ſo much had been infinuatod, 
Appkared ten kin td be an honeſt, artleſs young man, th 
ie one would fe Tuſpe&' at all to hee encouraged" ery tranſi 
gf 7 Dbonofls o beg 17, bal 5c 
sr He #iited the Nonovrable geneferman; that the e 
—— and the committee in particular, never were aſtaid of 
names/or] perfons being known z/ they were how is the 
er, ready th prove'at they had alferted 3 that nothing had 
| e e ee 
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laws-ie-oxecution,. and it was dangerous to d 
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commit batrages, that every, man, of every, religion, muſt 
think diabolical and wicked: they can prove, that ſo far 
from any of that mob being influenced hy religious moti ves, 
many of the meſt active rioters. were Roman catholics; not 
that he would, therefore, infinuate reflections againſt papiſts 
in general it was no reflection on any profeſſion, that high · 
waymen, ſootpads, and houſebreakers were of this or that 
religious perſuaſioa, when no religious tenets, and no belief, 
appeared ta influence their conduct. OG U NLG oe 

He then went into a detail of the Roman catholic ſchools, 
and; rend the names and deſeriptions, from s paper in his 
hand, of thirty-three ſchools eſtabliſned in London and 
its neighbourhoods ſiace paſſing the late act, all, of which he 
was inſtructed to ſay, they bad evidence, to prove to the 
fleAipns, for publiſhing. falſhoods relpecting Sedgley ſchool 
io panticular, as if eſtabliſhed ſince the late ad, be aſſpred 
the committee, in his paper, it was, expreſſiy deſeribed as 
an old one, He ſtated the increaſe of maſsrvhouſes and cha- 
pels, aud he read an account of ſeveral perſons who were 


ready to prove they had been offered money, v9 permit thear 


childten to be educated in the popiſh; gligion, and of 


ſome: who had actually taken particular, fums..for that par- 


poſe. Ai TIC SER H2UOGT- „es nl On Naters 
He talked of the danger in civil view to the public, from 
any material iocreaſe of papiſts z was, * 3þ$ja8, was ge- 
pealed, becauſe of the ferment it had occafioned z ng 
moleſted them before ; no one was inclined, o put he Pena 
reſt more eſpecially ſo at a time when the. diſtreſſes of- dhe 
public aun individuals, had filled the whale cauatry wick 


tiſcontegt. Adminiſtration was bated, their p ue 
verſally eondemued, and rere diſcontent, aided by reli- 
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ſaying t&coold not approve of the bill, 
lrzed the — — ſchools by papiſts, and by ſoſ doing, 
virtually tepealed the act of the 23d of Queen Elizabeth, 

General warner * ub examinations of witnefles unne- 
ceſlary, becauſe if their evidence ſbobld prove all. that was 


-- eontended- for, it would only ſhew the propriety of, further 


reſtraint on papiſts educating proteſtant, children, and juftify 
the preſent bill. The ameodiment immediately before the 
cbmmittee- was offered to prevent the papiſts from taking 
proteſtant apprentices; and the queſtion for conſideration 


waz, Whether ſuch amendment would injure, the common 


intercourſe of commerce, and to that he ſhould give his ne- 
ve. 2 1 7 


8 Rerbert ir Herbert Mackworth ſaid he muſt enquire into the prin- 
Mackwer'®: eiples of the bill; it contained various regulations, and a 


„* 
8 . 


Mr. Dun- 


- = 


proviſo reſpecting muſic maſters, dancing, drawing, and 


fenoing maſters, that wanted ſome explanation. The amend- 
ment propoſed cannot take place, as ſomething was wanting 


to render it clear and intelligible, wr, vie 

Mr. Dunning faid, the bill as it ſtood, moſt certainly ex- 
tended to every ſpecies of education, teaching and inſtruct - 
ing. It had been firſt ſuggeſted as a bill of conciliation! to re- 
move the fears and apprehenſions that many had entertained, 
dach is the connection formed by liying and hoarding in the 
ſame houſe, that it may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the tu- 


tor, vader ſuch circumſtances, will labour to convert, and 


. 
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bare Was taken to preyent ſuch ſeduction; but the giving 
occaſional leſſons in muſic, dancing, fencing, drawing, and 
riding, could not be the object of danger, without reſidence 
and living under the ſame roof, and therefore the bill very 
y had a proviſo to exempt ſuch from penalties, 
The worthy' Baronet near him had expreſſed his ideas, that 
this bill, if it ſhould paſs into a law, would operate to re- 
peal a former act of Queen Elizabeth; and he was more 
turpriſcd'to hear the ſame objection from a learned gentleman 
ho had ſpoken in the debate, He had not been uſed to 


courts; where fuch opinions had countenance aud weight; 


the act alluded to had nothing particularly to do with the 
Roman'catholics ; and he was convinced, a teacher of that 
x&tigion would be equally the object of this bill, though he 


ſhould be licenſed by the biſhop, He was perſuaded, it was 


an no way -heceflary ; but if it would quiet the fears and 
whiclt icht have no foundation, he had no objection — 
5 | : 
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s, may proye- extremely da gerous; and he coneluded 
the bill, if it really lega- 
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the reception bf à clauie $5 proviſo, ee declaring: it 
ſhould not be conſtrued to extegd to a repeal of; any exiſting 
act; ſuch a elauſe, though not, in his opigion, at all ne- 
ceſſaty, Was perfectly harmleſs, and might be conciliatory 


without doors, and could do no harm within. F ; 

Lord Bentichamp hoped the honourable gentleman near himbLord Ben- 
wood withdraw the amendment reſpecting _ apprentices 2 - 
which appearing to be againſt the ſenſe of the committee, 
was negatived, or withdrawn. His Lordſhip then ſuggeſted 
the fitneſy of receiving an amendment, that would confine: 
the offence to the keepers of boarding: ſchools only, by ſub- 
ſtituring the word and, inſtead of or; and then the clauſe 
would run, “ if any papiſt, or perſon profeffing the popiſh 
religion, ſhall knowingly take upon him or herſelf the edu- 
cation, teaching, inſtruction, and boarding the child or chil» 
deen of any of his Majeſty's proteſtant ſubjects.“ 1 * 

Mr. Dunning objected to this amendment, becauſe itufr. D- 
would be impoflible to convict any man of any offencening- 
againſt the propoſed act, unleſs he ſhould be proved guilty: 
not only of teaching and inſtructing, but of boarding alſoo. 

Lord Beauchamp confeſſed that was his meaning and ' ins Lord Beax 
tention: the reftraint was meant to be applied for — then 
converſion of the proteſtant to popery, and that principle 
does in no way apply to à day- ſchool, where no ſuch danger 
could be appreh ended. oo: tb: Sond ane 

Nr. Dunning again roſe to reply, and ſaid he muſt oppoſemr. Dun. 
che amendment ſuggeſted by the noble Lord. The maſter-ofying- 

a days chool, who at preſent had little or no inducementy 
might open fuch ſchool profeſſedly to teach, the catholic re- 
ligion=—convert the particle er into and, and no one can b 
proſecuted but him that inſtructs, him that teaches, and him 
that boards. Every man allows the impropriety of Roman 
catholie ſchoolmaſters teaching the children of proteſtants :. 
and if the amendment ſhould be adopted by the committee, 
he thought the honourable gentleman who brought int ane 
bill, would do much better to ſtop here, than go on with it. 

Lord Nuzert thought the objection might be eaſily obviat- Lord we. 
ed, dy leaving other words out, and by tubſtituting ; thege=:. 
words, „ teaching ig ſchools, or places of education, ke 
by papiſts, or perions A pe popiſh religion, There 
ſnould be no crime in boarding proteſtant childrea. 

Sir Ceorge Saile. No conviction can follow, unleſs the si- — 
party” actual) does educate, teach, and board ; his Wards Sil. 
rene , 2 were, 


* 
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were, Sd} if che icle das changed to the act 
would be ot a le Dl 9! 6 21 2G Ni ill 
Lerd Ns. Lord North gselted bar won 7 t be chan „ and 
when, the: Pot 38 2 named, it tight be, “ ſuch ion, 
f 
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Mr, D- Mi. 1 ? Ang. ip be done by repeating 
_ 5 rring able it Was not uſual for proteſtant 
en he Roman catholic families, 'thercly to be 
. Fe 22 ſo nartowed, as 'propoked, it will be 
0 ule 90 AIR Iz! 


Lord Beau- 72 Beau 8 ſuch ac do not 
chan. ifito orders, th och language maſters, and they almoſt 
ways receive boarders, ' A popiſti recuſant convict — 
nt the profeffion of an Attorney; till convicded * 


2430 2 Vo ; a 
© 


big 


— Dan * 1 r. Duming..” A TIP betont ett wendd 0 
ny pructiſe As an attorney, nor can he before convic- 
pa. becauſe he uſt | take the necellary oaths beſet * 
44 04 0 2 
Mr. Forke. bel Burks, | The papiſts are der in number and ex- 
— 2M fc cartered,/ and children: of ' ſuch can have no edu- 
Se 1. leaft euch as their parents would with, if the 
Anden nt be reJeted. There ate no perſons keeping day- 
bobs to take the children of papiſts; and the ſchools can- 
Hot be kept unlels the owners of popiſn ſchools be per- 
„ + mitted to receive! proteſtant children; they will not afford 
4 Hrelihood. No popiſn child can be taught if the dis 
junctive or be admitted to ſtand in che bill, and no 
nt tan teach a popiſn child. He knous that 
ple get bread now, and this clauſe will eertaintyrdejrive 
of pi Litye 8ay-ſchools were not objects of -jealouly.; 
is barm could poffibly ariſe from them, ea 
Teſiſt their abolltion and ruin. © 
Sir e er lege 'Baget ſaid, in his country the krete. Jouger 
Fax. way to be apprehended from day ſchools, and he way fure 
he greateſt miſchief aroſe from them. It was doing no- 
thing at all in ſaying popiſh boarding-ſchools ſhould not 


, Educate wo be prven children, if you left the * of the 


: to de perverted by popiſh day-ſchools, 117 
© = Pac l declared his readineſs to go to the greateſt 


— Kaif in a toleration of Roman catholies, if that wus now 
| the pro oper confideration ; but the ciĩreumſtance of the times 
had made It neceſſary to give relief to the minds of a great 
pumber of uninformed perſons; ane fear has ariſen in their 
— of their getting * of the children of the 
parry 
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the | communee was made. 


A. 1780. D238 A F-'& -& | 75 
p6or'2 and, though it be af ill founded apprehenſion, chat 
fear has been directed againſt day - ſchools, and therefore the 
bill, in order to anſwer the end propoſed, muſt inelude day 
tchools u they will otherwiſe perceive that day-ſchools are 
carriecb owwymb impunity-; they will perceive, that we have 
paſſed an act to prevent their takin children of the hetter 
ſort, hat ue left the, children of * claſs to ſedu c- 
tion therefore! againſt his on ideas. and opidion, he ig Jain 
forced to- ſbeſire this important word, or, may ftand—whe 
the act hall be paſſed, he thought the furious rage we hs 
lately ſeen, could not poſſibly laſt any longer; people wi 
return to their old good humour, and if the maſters; of _ 
ſcho da behave themſelves, decently, quietly, and properly, 
it is probable that this, law, like the former, which, in hie 
opinion was properly repealed, may never be reſorted to. 
- Lord Irnham thought if the word or was continued, in Lord Ire 
the bill, all would be ſatisfied; and therefore he was ham. nd 
2 the ſubſtitution of the particle and, inſtead wy: 
Lord Beauchamp confeſſed, it was againſt his opinion al- Lord Brow- 
ther, hut he muſt ſubmit, to the temper of the times, n, 
Mr. Rurke ſaid, gentlemen ſhould confider . how they Mr, Burks. 
would like to force proteſtants into popiſn ſchools ; he was 
ſure they would not like it, and yet this principle was what 
had been contended for againſt the papiſts ; for , four-tifths 
of the children of poor popiſh parents in this country 
muſt go without education: this was an improper thing to 
be done, and therefore, after the adoption of ſuch a prin- 
ciples he could not attend the bill any longer. 
Other amendments, and ſeveral new clauſes, were after= 
wards moved and ingrafted into the bill; and W the 
reſt, one propoſed by Sir Joſeph . Mawbey, to declar 
% That nothing in this act contained ſhall he conſtrue 
to extend to repeal, or in any manner invalidate any of the 
laws now in being reſpecting papiſts, or perſons proſeſſing 
the popiſh religion.“ S rr 
After which the Houſe was reſumed, and the report from 


ik 38 "20011 
, une 27. | # Li, 7 


Mr. D. Hartley moved for leave to bring in a bill * 


u 
10 in-. D. 
veſt the crown with power to make peace with America. Ae. 
Aſter ſome debate, the Houſe divided; * 
n For. the queſtion, f | *1619þitnoo88 


” * % 
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The following is a copy of che bill... 
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enacted, and be it enacted, by the 
jeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords ſpiri- 


PARLIAMENTARY, A. 1780. 
Draught of a propoſed Bill for Conciliation with America. 
of Bill ta inveſt the Crown with ſufficient powers to treat, con- 

ſult, and finally th agree upon the means of reſtoring peace 
with the Provinces of North America. e 
„Whereas many unfortunate ſubjects of conteſt, have of 
late years ſubſiſted between Great Britain and the ſeveral 
Provinces of North America, herein after recited, viz. 


| New Hampſhire, Maſlachuſett's Bays Rhode. Iſland, Con- 


Qicut, New York, New Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the three 
wer Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, which have 
brought on the calamities of war between Great Britain 
and the aforeſaid Provinces : to the end therefore, that the 
farther effuſion of blood may be preven ed, and that peace 
may be reſtored, may it pleaſe Jour M ijeſty, that it be 
ings moſt excellent Ma- 


tal and temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and by the authority of the ſame ; that it ſhall and 


2 be lawful for his Majeſty, by letters patent, under the great 
| 


of Great Britain, to authoriſe and empower any perſon or 


_ . . perſons, to treat conſult, and finally to agree with any perſon 
. or. perlons, properly authoriſed” on the part of the oforeſaid 


Provinces of North America, vpon the means of reſtoring 
| between Great Britain and the aforcfaid-Provinces, 

according to the powers in this act contained. | 
And be it further enacted, That in order to facilitate the 
60d purpoſes of this act, his Majeſty may lawfully enable any 
h perſon or perfons, ſo appointed by bis Majeſty's letters 


| patent, as aforeſaid, to order and proclaim a ceflation of ho- 
. ftibties, on the part of his in, ſorces by ſea and land, 
for any time, and under any con 


N y conditions or reſtrictions. 
Aud be it further enacted, That in order to lay a good 
foundation for a cordial reconciliation and laſting peace be- 


Aween Great Britain and the aforetaid Provinces of North 


America, by reſtoring an amicable intercourſe between the 


ſame, as ſoon as poſſible, his Majeſty may lawfully enable 


any ſuch perſon or perſons, ſo appointed by his Majeſty's 
letters patent, as aforeſaid, to enter into, and to ratify from 
time to time, any article or articles of intercourſe and paci- 


fication, which article or articles, ſo entered into and rati- 


fied from time to time, ſhall remain in full force and effect 
for the certain term of ten years, from the firſt day of 
Auguſt, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 

Provided 'alſo, and be it further enacted, by the authority 


gforeſaid, that in order to remove any obſtructions which 


may 
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n DEBATES 
may ariſe to the full and effectual execution of any article 


or articles of intercourſe and A as before men- 


tioned ; that it ſhall, and may be lawful for his Majeſty, by 
any inſtrument under His fign manual, counterſigned by one 
or more of his Majeſty's principal. ſecretaries of ftate, to 
authoriſe and empower any ſuch perſon or perſons; ſo ap- 
pointed by his Majefty's letters patent, as aforeſaid, to ſuſ- 
pend for the term of ten years, from̃ the firſt day of Auguſt, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, the operation and 
effect of any act or acts of 5 3. which are now in 
force, * ing the aforeſaid Provinces of North America, 
or any clauſe or clauſes, proviſo or proviſos, in any ſuch 
act or acts of Parliament contained; in as much as they, 
or any of them, may obſtruct the full effect and execution 
of any ſuch article or articles of intercourſe and pacifica- 
tion, which may be entered into and ratified as before men- 
tioned, between Great Britain and the aforeſaid Provinces of 
North America. | | 

And be it further enacted, That in order to eftabliſh 
perpetual reconcilement and peace, between Great Britain 
ad the aforeſaid Provinces of North America, it is hereby 
required, and be it enacted, that all or any article or articles 
of intercourſe and, pacification, which ſhall be entered into, 
and ratified, for the certain term of ten years as before- men- 


tioned, ſhall from time to time be laid before the two Houſes . 


of Parliament for their confideration, as the perpetual baſis 
of reconcilement and peace, between Great Britain and the 
aforeſaid Provinces of North America ; and that any ſuck 
article or articles of intercourſe and pacification as before 
mentioned, when the ſame ſhall have been confirmed in 
Parliament, ſhall remain in full force and effect for ever. 


And be it further enacted, That this act ſhall continue to 


be in force until the thirty-firſt day of December, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- one. 1 


753 


Sir George Savile moved, That the proſecution of an of- Sir de, 


fenfive war in America is moſt evidently a meaſure, which 


by employing our great and enormouſly expenſive military 
operations againſt the inhabitants of that country, prevents 
from exerting its united, vigorous, and firm efforts againſt 


the powers of France and Spain; and has no effect upon 
America, than to continue, and thereby to encreaſe, the 
enmity which has ſo long, and ſo fatally ſubſiſted between 


the two countries, can be produQtive of no good whatſo- 
ever, but by preventing conciliation, threatens the accom» 
pliſhment of the final ruin of the Britiſh empire.“ 
After a debate the Houle divided, Ayes 34; Noes 105. 
Vor. XVII. Ddddd Mr. 


: 
| 
| 


Wt, 


Mr. Wilken 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 7760. 
ta of mb that there be laid: deſore the Hauſe, for 


he e 9 ans copies of all 
Ne es e the late diſtur- 
in ve ar 155 12 Lord Mayor or e van pugh ATE 


of he London were congerned 


9855 * fry 7 45 — *. the Houſe: to ther 
$0 of * rected ta Colonel Twiſleton. 
The meaſure of 2 7 — from the hands of the proteſ- 
rant ſubjects of this Fan and the diſcretionary orders 
which were given to the military were not only violent in- 


fringewents of the rights of the ſubject, but were alſo in a 


great ra cauſe of the ſhockin increaſe of ' thoſe tu- 
He mentioned an inſtance of this: at the time when 
Mr. le's houſes were attacked, | he ſaw 400 men ſta- 
tioned at the Manſion houſe. He applied to the command 
ing officer for a detachment of the troops, but he. refuſed, 
that he was ſtationed there, and he would not leave 
en /xr Bag By the orders which had 2 ee? er he” was di- | 
ied of his power as a magiſtrate; the 
ahly to their diſcretion, and not under N A the 
eivil magiſtrate, He wal, the bill of rights to de read, and 
this bein done, he moved. 

Iſt. That it is the undoubted right of his Majeſty s pro- 
teſtant ſubjects to be armed for their own, defence without 
any commiſhon from the crown for that purpoſe.” The pre- 
vious queſtion was put and carried. 

Ad. That to take a arms from his Majefty' eaten 
ſubjects, upon pretence of their not being authorized by the 
crown to be armed, is contrary to law, and a violation of the 
rights of the ſubje& as declared by the act of the firſt of 
William and 1 declaring the rights and liberties of the 
ſubject. and ſettling the ſucceſſion of the crown.” The 
previous queſtion was put and carried. Xs 

Tune 28. 
Savile's bill for preyenting popery, 


Mr. Burke, Mr Se faid, he had received a; petition, -which-he held 
in his hand, from ſeveral Roman catholic ſchool- maſters,” ſet- 


ing forth the grievances they would labour under if the bill 
ſhould'pa's into a law, and praying to be heard by counſel at 


the bar of the Houſe; a trifling debate took place; and on the 


queſtion being called for, there appeared for the petition 8, 
* 185. Adjourned to July 8 

owing is a copy of Sir George Savile's bill, after i it 
had been amended in the committee. 


A bill [with the amendments] to ſecure the proteſtant rlipion 
in Great Britain from any encroachments of pope „by 


more erw reſtraining papilts, or perſons prote ef | 


. FX BY OF YU PIN 


R 


AcagBot DBE A T ES. 
che popiſh religion, from e or taking upon themſelves 
the education 8 the children of proteſtants. 

(Phe words printed in falt, and the clauſes marked (A), (B), 
eli were inſerted by the committee... 

Vhereas the minds of many of his Majeſty's ſubjects have 
deen diſquieted, and apprehenſions of the growth of popery 


oſelytes have from time to time been made to the church of 
—.— hythe means of the boarding, educating, or teaching 
the children of his Majeſty's proteftant ſubjects, in ſchools 
and places of education kept by papiſts, or perſons profeſfing 


thepopil religion: n 
For removing ſuch apprehenfions; and for the more effec- 
tually preventing any ſuch unlawful practices for the future, 
Map. it pleaſe your Majeſty, that it may be enacted; and be 
it enacted, by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and with 


the advice and eonſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, 


and Comrnans, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by. 
the authority of the ſame, That from and after the ν day of 

September ,. one thouſand / ſeven bundred and eighty, if any papiſt. 
oß per ſon profefinig the popiſh religion, (hatl knowingly take, 


upon him or herſelf the education, teaching, inſtruction, a 


tutor, ſchoolmaſier, ſchoolmiſireſs, or the boarding, for the pur- 

9% , education, 1 the 9 or children of N his Ma 
jeſty's proteſtant ſubjects; or if, after the ſaid i day of Sep- 
tember, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty, 7. perſon, being 
a proteftant, ſhall knowingly cauſe, or ſuffer his or her child 


\ A. 4 


or children, or any child or children entruſted to his or her 


cate ot guardianſhip [ſuch child ot chitdren,! o entruſted not 


— iſſue of popiſh parents] to be etucated, taught, in- 
ſtru 


ed. as HU, or bearded, for the prrpge of caucation,, 


by. or, with any papiſt, or perſon profeſſing the ae religion; . 
every ſuch perſon ſo ottending, = ogy Sa [ 


viction, forfeit and * ſum of one hundred pounds, 
fuch offender, ſo convi 
to ſuffer true months impriſonment. 


Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That ng pech proſecution | 


* 


ſhall be brought, except wi hin /x calendar months after the 


faid offence ſhall be committed. 


Case (A. Provided always, and he it enacted, That no- 


thing in this act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 


the teaching the arts or exerciſes of muſic, drawing, Kren | 
' fencing, or riding only, the ſchool or academy. where, ſu 


arts or exerciſes ſhall be taught, and the names of the perſons 
employed in teaching them therein, being regiſtered, as is 


hereinafter. directed, and no proteſtant child or children who. 


ſhall be mere taught, being permitted to lodge or board * 

therein, or in the — houſe with any ſuch teacher, being a 

papiſt, or perſon profeſſing the popiſh religion. 5 
4 : Cue 


y convicted 
thereof, by information or indictment, ſhall, upon ſuch con- 


as aforeſaid, ſhall-alſp be adjudged . 
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PARLIAMENTAKY A. 1780. 
Clauſe (B). And be it enacted, That all ſchools or acade” 
mies whatſoever, where the abovementioned arts or exer” 
ciſes ſhall be taught, and the names of the perſons employ” 
ed in teaching therein, ſhall be regiſtered at the quarter 
ſeſſions of the county, city, riding; or places; in which the 
ſaid ſchools or academies ſhall be kept. I 
Clauſe (C). Provided alſo, and be it enafted, That nothing 
a . — containgll ſhall ex or be cofftrued 3 to 
giving leffons in the arrs, ſciences, eterciſes, or languages, 
in any ſchool or academy kept by a perſon or perſons being 
proteſtants, or in the private houſe of any perſon being a pro- 
teſtant, the perſons ſo giving leſſons not reſiding or boarding 
in the ſaid ſchool, 295 or houſe, reſpectively. 
| Clauſe (D). And be it hereby further enacted, That one 
moiety of all and eyery the penalti to.be Je ied by yirtue of 
141, this ad, ſnall be paid tothe- proſecutor of lach information 
1 or indictment, and the other moiety thereof to the poor of 
the pariſh in which the ſaid offence ſhall be committed. 
Clauſe (E). Provided alſo, and be it enacted, That nothin 
in this act contained ſhall be conſtrued to extend to . 
or in any manner invalidate, any of the laws now in being 


reſpecting papiſts, or perſons profeſſing the popiſh religion, 
4 R „n 
No debates. 
uly 5. 


Sir, Burke. Mr. Burke preſented A 7 for the more perfectly uniting 
to the crown, the princi lity of Wales, and the county pa- 
=... latine of Cheſter, and 2 the more commodious adminiſtra- 

tion of juſtice. within the ſame; as alſo for aboliſhing certain 

offices now appertaining thereto ,; for quieting dormant claims, 
KAſcertaining and/ ſecuring tenant-rizhts, and for the ſale of 
55 all foreſt lands, and other lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
deld by his Majeſty in right of the fad principality, or coun- 
ty palatine of Cheſter, and for applying the produce thereof 
ai, - "Huy 
Mr 12 Mr. Hartley moved, That an humble addreſs to be pre- 
is ſented to his Majeſty, ſetting forth with what abhorrence his 
=”. Majelty's faithful 1 beheld the late riotous proceed- 
.. © ings and tumults, and which being now ſubſided, humbly to 
40e that his Majeſty would be pafed to order the military 
power to be again under the controul of the civil magiſtrato. 
After a ſhort debate the Houſe divided, Ayes 6, Noes 30. 


1 


"x" 
7 


C 


; 4 110 July 6. 
8. No debate. Adjourned to 3 | 
9: "I'M The King went to the Wk of Lords, and after a ſpeech 


SC from the throne, both Houſes were prorogued. And on the 
jrſt of September following, the Parliament was diſblved. 
uk END QF, THE SEVENTEENTH VOLUME. 
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Auge copy of the 1 Diſturbances and riots, debate on 722 

extraordinaries 1 Ealt India company 388 
—————Cebaie on 25 386, 636 Faſt, general a 63 
Col. Barre's motions on 55 Freemen, honorary 168 


———account of a million? 138 Fullarton, Mr. bis dein 372» 
Accounts public, debate n 


Army eſtimates, delete, BY 42 [7 496 Gordon, 'Lord George, Lonmined 


America ' - 1 | to the Tower” | | 725 

Mr.Burke's bill of 1 1 copy of 93 Gd ordered, upon meeting at 

mois dobates on; 1966228, 294+ 7 "Weſtminſter 49, 576, 671 

1011100100 | 1 Nas 632, 

Podget ..- ©» +1-1 11: 4003 3b 1 638 

2 Barre, 80 r F. 6 $376 7101, Hartley, M, his reſoluron on * 
9 at again et Is, rican war 

2 "b. ha, + his, PAs peace wich Ame- 


Compitie bill, for examining b ,, rica 

le al counts, 190, 2810. 9905 Fi PO Nd; mutiny on board! oral] 

ea ama Fa exiti9n from planters of 8 

Oonpyx (Gen.) his bin Woge 5 Fel "bj 0 feliof of © 57, 68 
' the troubles" in Ainerica, e de" "Ni WT DIE eu! 222 
en 2 e en ee ee ee ee, 2H 
Clayton, Mr. his compl — apa IIb of — 01 1W9,0G 214 

een 700 Liſt of ſubleribeit — 416 
Coals, duty on, laid afi 0 42 Malt tax 639, 709 
Candidates? bill 48 2 187 Mibome. port. affair of 210, 348 
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